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GEOGRAPHY AND TOPOGRAPHY OF ST, PAUL.

When the Orgeanic Act of Minnesota passed Congress on March 3d,
1849, designating Saint Paul as the seat of Government of the infant
Territory =~ its name was upon no mep -- of if any enterprising chorographer had
pushed so fer beyond his age, it was invariebly plaeced above St. Anthony Falls,
which reversal of relative position it holds upon meny of the extant maps of
the year ensuing.

But the best of geographers might be pardoned for some confusion
on the subject, when, as the heroine of the Floral Homes informs us, she
was assured while en route for the scene of her labors, by a gentlemen who
had just returned from a trip to the Falls of St. Anthony in 1847, that there
was no such place as Saint Paul. But as there has turned out to be such a
plece as Saint Paul, and the name has crept from the Organic Act extensively
into the newspapers, and we have determined, by God's grace, to establish
the first newspaper there, let us first find out what sort of a place it

is, and where it is, and how it came there--this upstart, which salutes

the world as the capital of a Territory 149,000 square miles in extent.

GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION

And first to prevent mistakes by future geographers, it will be
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proper to fix its exact position on the map. Saint Paul, then the Saint
Paul of 1849, is situated in letitude 44 deg., 52 min. 46 sec., and longitude
93 dege 4 min. 45 sec.--some fourteen miles by the river below the Falls- of
St. Anthony=-~and five miles below the mouth of the St. Peter, now Minnesota
river-=at the head of continuous steamboat navigation on the Mississippi,
and as we learn from Nicollet, 2136 miles above its mouth, and 704 miles
from its source in the lacustrine steppes of the Northwest.

It lies on the East bank of the Mississippi, in & grand exterior

curve or elbow of the great river, where after receiving the waters of the

Minnesota, it sweeps backwards from its northeasterly detour and regains its
general southeasterly direction.

Before the white man had moulded the topography of the place into
new forms, or the axe had filched it of its sylvan charms, it presented to
the Indian who floated past it in his canoce, or gazed at it from the ancient
burial ground which overlooked it from the East, a terraced plateau of oak
openings fringed with a chain of tree crowned hills in the rear, and ter=-
minating on the river in a steep mural front of white sandstone alternating
with narrow fringes of wooded bottom. Where the upper and lower levees now
slope upwards in smooth and compact grades three brooks leaped in cascades
or dashed in torrents down rocky end winding revines, whose old outlines
are scarcely yet obliterated. Tradition, the tradition of twenty years ago,
says thet this was the favorite pasture of the deer--while upon the site of
the costly dwellings which now adorn the ground behind the Fuller House,

a broed leke spread over many & modern lot and street--in whose reedy banks

the duck nestled--or the musk=-ret built his lodge. As late as 1840, Indians
used to shoot ducks in the lekes, which overspread some of the most valuable
property of St. Paul. From the bold escarpment of sandstone, gleeming white,

which terminated the upper plateaux upon the rivers' brink--it derived its
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primitive Indian name of Im-ni-ja-ska, or "White Rock."
HISTORY OF SAINT PAUL

The history of the present site of Saint Paul, divides itself into
three distinct periods marked by corresponding chenges of nemes.

l, == The period of Indian occupency till 1838--when it was known
as Iminjeska.

2. == The period of squatter settlement from 1838 to 1849--when it was
known by the Indians as the place where they sell whiskey, and by the whites
as Pig's Eye,

3.-=Since 1849--when it wes selected as capital of the Territory of
Minnesote, by the nasme of St. Paul.

THE FIRST WHITE MAN IN ST. PAUL

Louis Hennepin, whose name is immortally associated with the history
of Minnesota as the first who ascended the Mississippi within its borders,
end as the discoverer of the St. Anthony Falls, was undoubtedly the first
white men who ever set foot upon the site of Saint Paul,

Hennepin, an adventurous Dutch priest, had accompanied La Salle from
Europe, and following him on his expedition to the Illinois River, was selected
in February 1680, to explore the unknown regions of the Upper Mississippi.

On the 29th of April, Hennepin embarked at Fort Creve Coene on his voyage of
discovery, in a canoce with two traders. Detained by floating ice at the mouth
of the Illinois, it was not till the middle of March thet he commenced the

ascent of the stream.

~

On the 30th day of April, one hundred and seventy-nine years ago,

Hennepin, a captive in the hends of a war party of Dakotahs--on their way to
Mille Lac, landed, as near as we could judge from his description, at the
little cave at the mouth of Trout Brook, near Dayton's bluff--a half a mile

from where the Pioneer and Democrat office now stands. Mr. Neill fixes the
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locality farther down on the flats, opposite Kaposia. But the extract which
he quotes from Hemnepin's journal, fixes the place of landing definitely
within the limits of St. Paul,

The Journal says: "Having arrived on the 19th day of our captivity,
five leegues below St. Anthony Falls,these Indians landed us in & bay, broke
our ‘cance to pieces and secreted their own in the reeds.

The distance by water, which was subsequently ascertained by Hennepin,
indicated the eastern verge of St. Paul, while the other details of the des-
cription accord with the locality we have pointed out. Furthermore the place
deseribed by the historian, for the landing in question, is eminently unfavor-
able as a place of departure for Mille Lac, involving & wide land detour which
would be entirely avoided by the landing at St. Paul, the head of navigation
on the Mississippi, then, as now, end from the habituel practice of Indiens,
it is reasonable to believe thet it would therefore be so avoided in this case.

We prize too well the sacred dust of antiguity which with each
succeeding age ripens into diemonds around the foot prints of the first
plorer, to relinguish, except for urgent ressons, the cherm of historiec

association thet links Saint Paul with the advent of the discoverer of Saint

Anthony Falls, The tele of Hennepin's captivity among the M'dwakantonwen of

Mille Lec, in which for the first time in Minnesote, was witnessed the
collision of Europeean civilizetion with the inflexible prepossessions of the
savege, is in all its details a romance which fills the scenes of adventure
with a trenscendent interest; not yet there is not e copy of Hennepin's
bock in the library of the Minnesota Historical Society.
ANERICAN IN ST. PAUL

Bighty=-seven years passed from the arrivel of Hennepin. FPerrot has
built & French fort on Leke Pepin and plented the arms of France in Minnesote.
Le Sueur has explored the Minnesota end given it the neme of his friend the

gallent Cepte St. Pierre. The Dakotash have been driven from the northern
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lakes by the Chippewas, and Minnesote, by the treaty of Vesrailles, has
just passed from the cominion of France tc the flag of Englend, when on

one fine morning in November, 1766, a2 keen and prectical Yankee, the fore=-
&

runner of all the Yenkees in this part of the world, stepped into St. Paul

near where Hennepin had landed three generations before. It was Brother
Jonathen Carver, fresh from Connecticut, come to trade; Carver, greet
progenitor of the land=--speculators of Minnesota, first end greastest of the
race.,
CARVER'S CAVE

Jonathen's landing was at the foot of Dayton's Bluff, es it is now
called, and this eccount of the discovery mede there is the first memorisal
which links the site of Saint Paul with the treditions of the Dekotasi--

About thirteen miles below the Fells of Saint Anthony at which I
arrived on the twentieth day efter I left Lake Pepin, is a reﬁarkable cave
of emezing depth. The Indiens term it Wakonteebe (Wakan-tipi) thet is the
dwelling of the Gods. The arch within is near fifteen feet high and about
thirty feet broed; the bottom consists of fine clear sand. About thirty
feet from the entrance, begins a lske, the water of which is trensparent,
end extends to an unsearchable distance, for the darkmess of the cave pre-
vents all attempts to acquire a knowledge of it, I threw & smell pebble
towards the interior part of it with my utmost strength; I could hear that
it fell into the weter, and notwithstending it was of & smell size, it crused
en astonishing and terrible noice, thet reverberated through all those gloomy
regionse. 5 found in this cave many Indian hieroglyphies, which appear very
ancient, for time had so covered them with moss, that it was with difficulty
I could trace them. They were cut in a rude menner upon the inside of the
wall, which was composed of & stone so extremely soft that it might be easily
penetrated with a knife; a stone everywhere to be found near the Mississippi.

"At a little distance from this dreery cavern, is the burying-
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place of several bands of the Naudowesse Indiens. Though these people have
no fixed residence, being in tents, and seldom but a few months in one spot,
yet they always bring the bones of the dead to this place, which they take
opportunity of doing when the chief's meet to hold their councils, end to
settle the public affairs for the ensuing summer,"

" or what remeins

Trophoneus hes dried ups The "dwelling of the Gods
of it, is now & root house, where Mr. Deyton will, we doubt not, be glad to show
the curious visitors to what base uses we may come at last.s The brittle wall
hes crumbled end broken under the frosts of & century, till little of the
original cave was left before the Gods gave place to vegetables. In 1807, the
present mouth of the cave was so covered up, says Mr. Neill, "that Major Long
was obliged to creep in on all fours." In 1837, the mouth being closed by
limestone debris, Nicollet worked for two days to effect an entrence, and con-
firmed the accuracy of Carver's description.

A Chippewey warrior mede & long harangue on the occesion, threw his
knife into the leke as an offering to Wakentibi, the Spirit of the Grottoes."
Indien pictographs still remein, grey with age, upon portions of the wall not
covered by debris and should be accurately copied for the Historical Society.

ST, PAUL THE CAPITAL OF MINNESOTA IN 1766

Carver explored the country ebove St. Anthony as far as Francis River

end mede & voyage of two hundred miles up the St. Pierre, end on the 1lst of

May, 1767, returned to the "Great Cave,"(St. Paul,) where he officiated as the

first representative of the Anglo-Sexon population in the great amnual legis=-

lative session of the Dakota bands, and mede the first speech ever delivered
by a Yenkee in St. Paul, end a greet deal better one than has been delivered
by eny Yankee since. "At this season," says Carver, "these bands go eannually
to the Great Ceve before mentioned, to hold & grand council with all the other
bends where-in they settle all their operations of the ensuing year,"

Thus early was Saint Paul the capital of Minmesotalll
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Nothing could be more sipgnificant of the geographical centrality of
Saint Peul that this fact, never noticed before as we know of, that from
immemoriel time it hes been the political centre of the scattered bands of
Dekota netion.

"When we errived," says Carver, "et the cave end the Indiens had de-
posited the remsins of their deceased friends in the buriel place thaet stands

adjecent to it (on Dayton's bluff) they held their great Council, into which

I was edmitted, end at the same time had the honor to be admitted as a Chief

of one of their bands."

The mounds still exist on Dayton's bluff, and Mr, Neill & few years
ago, had one of them, which wes 218 feet in circumference et the base, end
eighteen feet high, opened. He found the remeins of skulls and teeth at the
depth of three or four feet.

THE FIRST LAND SPECULATION IN SAINT PAUL

It was here, too, &t this "great cave," that according to the trad-
itions of the Carver family, elthough no mention is made of it in Carver's
book, the first conveyance of land was made, end the first deed signed in
Minnesote., This was the instrument upon which the heirs of Carver founded
their title to Carver's tract, which conteined St. Anthony, Seint Paul, end
a large portion of Wisconsin. The document is curious end runs in this wise.

T

1

DEED PURPORTING TO HAVE BEEN
BELOW ST. PAUL

To Jonathan Cerver, & Chief under the most mighty and potent George
the Third, King of the English, end other nations, the fame of whose warriors
has reached our ears, hes been now fully told us by our brother Jonathen,
aforeseid, whom we rejoice to have come emong us, end bring us good news from
his country.

We, Chiefs, of the Naudowessies, who have hereunto set our seals,

do by these presents, for ourselves end heirs forever, in return for the aid
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and other good services done by said Jonathan to ourselves and allies, give,
grent end convey to him, the said Jonathan, end to his heirs end assigns
forever, the whole of & certain tract of territory of land, bounded as follows,
viz: from the Falls of St. Anthony, rumning on the East bank of the Mississ=

ippi, nearly Southeast, as far as Leke Pepin, where the Chippewa joins the

Mississippi, end from thence Eastward, five deys travel, accounting English

miles per dey, and from thence ageain to the Falls of St. Anthony, on a direct
streight line. We do, for ourselves, heirs and assigns forever given unto
the said Jonathan, his heirs and assigns, with all the trees, rocks, and
rivers therein, reserving the sole liberty of hunting end fishing on land not
plented or improved by the seid Jonathen, his heirs end essigns, to which we
heve affix d our respective seals.

At the Greet Cave, May 1, 1767."

(Signed) HAW-NO-PAW-ATON,

O0TOH=-TON=GOOMLISHRAW.,

A right smart speculetion for Brother Jonethan. In 1817, his English
heirs revived their claim in a petition to Congress; but in 1823 the Senate
decided adversely to their petition. 4&As late as 1850, holders of Carver's
serip ceding & pretended interest in this trect, used to be seen about Saint
Paul, looking up their imeginary estatese.

CARVER READS THE ORACLE OF THE
GREAT CAVE, UNDER THE INSPIRATION
OF THE SUBTERRANEAN ORACLE

It was here, too, that nearly a century before Gov. Stevens or J.

We Taylor, Carver anticipated and metured that splendid scheme of commerciel
inter=communication whose realization in our dey is to make Saint Paul the
focus of the internel commerce of the Continent. With the Delphic numen of
the cave upon him, he foresaw that in the fat soil end laughing waters of
Minnesota, the elements were repening for the sustenence of future populations

-- who, he says, will be "able to convey their produce to the seaports with
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greet facility, the current of the river from its source to its entrence into
the Gulf of Mexico, being extremely feavorable for doing this in small craft.
This might also in time be facilitated by cemals or shorter cuts, and a
communi cetion opened by water with New York, by wey of the Lakes." Never
dreaming that within a century we shall cut across from the Mississippi to
the Lekes in six hours on wheels, with a kettle of boiling water for a
horse. Here, too, Carver conceived the project of a Northern Pacifie route
by the way of the Minnesota and Oregon Rivers to the Pacific, which he says,
"would open & passage for conveying intelligence to China end the English
settlements in the Eest Indies," whose consummation in its general outline,
is reserved, we hope, for our dey.
THE ORACLE OF THE CAVE DUMB

After Carver robs the great cave of its mighty secret, that had
throbbed for eges at its heart, the "Dwelling of the Gods" is shut to all
the world. The oracle is dumb henceforth forever; silent, stony, impenetrable as
the Sphinx=--its white face turned in speechless prophecy, for seventy years
towards the terreced slopes which lay there before its closed mouth, but utter-
ing nothing of what it is to be, unless percheance this be the tele it murmurs
to the river which bathes its lips in the spring tide. And the deer bound
through the spent oak park of "Im-ni-ja-ska," or bathe with their fawns, safe
from the hunter, in the shallow leke on whose dried bottom Borup's house now
stends, or possibly the last of the buffaloes seen at Trempel'eeau in 1832,

hid here from his Indien pursuer, under the oek which shadows Bass' doorway.

History rolled over the "White Kook" and past it, but took no notice of it.

The breve Pike goes pest in 1805 end does not see its secret. Long beseiges
the unuttereble orecle in vain in 1807. Fort Smelling is established near it
in 1819. Mendote becomes the depot of the fur trade. Events ere clustering
2ll around it, but all looking past it, no one seeing it or thinking of it;

when, it having been discovered that an immense pine region and a deal of
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valueble water power stretched across from Fum River to the Chippewa in
Wisconsin, the Dakotas were persuaded to cede their lends on the east side
of the Mississippi to the United States, which they accordingly did at Fort
Snelling, October 1837, and when the treaty was duly ratified at Washington
in 1838, Im-ni-ji-ska ceased to be Indien Territory, and the hieroglyphics
of the "Great Cave" began to be read.
AROUND ST. PAUL IN 1838

The treaty of 1837-8 was & centrifugal whiff of the whirlwind of
speculation which has made that year an epoch in the commerciel calendar.
The steamer which brought the news of its consummation to Fort Smelling in
the spring of '38, had scarcely touched the shore before every free white man,
attaeched to the Fort and edjoining trading post, set off in hot haste to make
e claim at the most conspicuous points in the purchased territory adjoining.
Frenk Steele and Normen W. Kittson, then treding together st Fort Snelling,
started off et the dead of night to take possession of that wonderful weter

power eight miles up. Frenk was as handsome then as now, but not half so

well dressed. A dingy straw het begrimed with the smoke of those hazy old

deys, a pair of pantaloons in & state of disorganization, a coat somewhat

the worse for wear, over the reddest of the red, red shirts of that red=-
shirted age--such, with axe on shoulder was the picture of the original prop-
rietor of Saint Anthony Falls, as he first appeared in the foreground of that
picturesque ceterect, to a French gentleman who was theresbouts et the time.
The picture has been repainted, since, and 8,000 people are working hard up
there to meke a frame of the right sort to set it in. Quick after the main
chence, Joe Brown, Esq., who was trading down et Grey Cloud scents the news
and posts off to Stillwater, where somewhet above the present town, he drives
he first stake of "Dahkota" as he called it. Taylor's Falls is promptly
approprieted, and the woodmen's sxe resoundes elready in the woods of Kettle

River. All the grand strikes have been made now, and there is nothing to do
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wait.
PIG'S EYE
"Lt'homme propose, mais Dieu dispose."
The oracular hieroglyphics of the "Great Cave" had come nigh not being
reed at 21l end the riddle of the Sphinx had well nigh remesined forever un=-

solved, when fortunately ebout the time the treaty news was received at Mendota,

there "happened elong" an old Canadian voyageur from the Missouri, a gross, ill-

favored, one-eyed miscreant, on his way to Sault Ste Marie. The position of
the affairs here interested him. The ceded tract opened to him a sphere where
he might indulge his tastes for merceantile pursuits, without the disagreeable
formalities of a Government license. He decided to go one eye cn it at least.
He went, and Sault St. Merie lost a valuable citizen, and St. Paul gained its
founder. He made & cleim first et Fountain Cave, which he sold in three or
four months to Vetel Guerin and one Beaumette, and then in the current summer,
on the spot now occupied by Louis Roberts house on Bench street, laid the first
stone or the first log at least of the future City of St. Paul. It was Parrant
who laid it--the picturesque Parrent, the originel Pig's Eye--primordial

Parent of all the Pig's Eyes.

It must be confessed that it was not eny comprehensive view of the
topical relations of the situation, which influenced Parrent's selection of
it. It is not recorded that like Hennepin or Carver, he had any prophetic
views of future intercourse with Chine or the Gulf of Mexico. In fact he re-
garded the head of navigation on the Mississippi, as simply & commending
position for selling whiskey to the Indiens, beyond the jurisdicticn of the
Indian Agent or the Fort Officers; and the Mississippi, which rolled before
his door and whose mighty volume inspired Carver with such sublime prospects
of commerce with the tropics, was looked upon by Parrent in & commerciasl point
of view, it is true, but e chiefly veluable in improving the quality and

quantity of his whiskey.
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In fact Parrent looked at the subject with a single eye to whiskey,
with a squint at the Indiens on the other side of the river.

Thus was leid the foundetion of the cormerce of St. Paul. It began
in whiskey, has been brought up for twenty years on whiskey, snd to a certain
extent thrives on whiskey still.

ORIGIN OF PIG'S EYE

We have said that Parrant had but one eye. He had another, but
such enother! It was a marble-hued stone-blind eye, with a sinister white
ring around the pupil, glaring glassily ebove his pug nose and porcine chaps--
the primel Pig's “ye.

Edmund Brisette, a clerkly Frenchman for those days, who lives, or did
live & little while ago, on Leke Harriet, was one day seated et a table in
Perrant's cabin, with pen and peper about to write a letter for Parrent (for
Parrent, like Charlemagne, could not write) to a friend of the latter in Canada.
The question of geography puzzled Brisette at the outset of the epistle; where
should he dete a letter from e place without a neme? He looked up inquiringly
to Perrant, end met the dead, cold glare of the Pig's Eye fixed upon him, with
en irresistable suggestiveness thet was inspiretion to Brisette.

He dated the letter from Pig's Eye; an answer in due time ceme to

Pig's &ye--and Pig's Eye wes immortalized. (Another story gives the credit

of this euphonious "Eponym" to Sam Findley==late clerk of Frenklin Steele=-=-
but the date which Mr. Neill gives to its origin is three or four years tco
late.)

There was besides a sort of metaphorical analogy in the name to the
topographical features of the place--which seemed set not unlike an eye in
the socket of tree fringed hills., We consider it an irresisteble proof of
the natursl adventeges of Saint Paul, that it survived the swinish origin
of its first name. Nothing but the head of navigation could heve stood it.

One shudders to think of what the place would have come to if it had not
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been rebaptized, of the horrible marble squint of a Pig's Eye following it

round the world. The head of navigation, with such an eye glaring from

its socket were a pestiferous Medusa head - blasting everything within

five miles of it, with its stony leer - blasting the rocks, especially.
Imegine the effect of Pig's Eye in a Senate committee! Think of

Pig's Eye for a Seat of Government! Who would have come to live under

the bristling lashes of a Pig's “ye? What should we have done for clothes?

What Jew would have domiciled in the leering eye of & pig? Could the Press

have flourished in its baleful light? Would the tenth anniversary of a

Pig's Eye Pioneer ever have arrived? or any pen have been held in but a
Pig=-pen?

It is desirable to trace the consecrated foot-prints of this picture=-
sque French Cyclops - who "fato profugus" plants on the spot neglected by
his wiser contemporaries, the random germ of the urbs condita.

Parrant was one of the most enterprising of men. He first built,
as we have said, & little house at the cave, which three or four months
afterwards he sold to Guerin and Besumette for $135 = then made a cleaim and
built & hut on the ground behind Louis Roberts store, on the spot occupied
by Robert's dwelling. The history of this claim which embraces now the
most valuable property in Saint Psul is full of interest. Parrant lived
there for about eighteen months = and then, on the 6th of April, 1849, sold
the claim, house and all, to Benjamin Gervais, who had just been expelled
from the reserve, for Ten Dollars., Five million dollars would scarcely
purchase it now, Parrant, in the meantime, hed built himself another shanty
much more convenient of access to his customers from the Indien side of the
river, at the lower landing on the ground now occupied, by Louis Robert's
large warehouse, of which J. C, Burbank & Co., are or were the occupants,

AN ANECDOTE ABOUT THE OLD HOSS

In 1842, the restless Parrant sold his claim and cabin to Louis
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Roberts, end moved down the river some three miles, to confer the immortal
honor of his name on the locality which now bears it. Here a Canadian
compatriot of his, Le Clair by name, disturbed his temporary repose. Mon-
sieur Le Clair audaciously contested the right of the city =-- founding
Cyclops to the site of the new Pig's ®ye. The case was referred to Jas.
Brown, J. P., then resident at the Pine Bend, sixteen miles farther down
the river.

The testimony preserved such an exact equalibrium on both sides,
thet Joseph's delicate sense of equity, like Solomon's in the baby case,
was puzzled for a decision. He finally like Solomon, decided that both
parties had en equal claim in the property, and thet he should award
possession to whichever of the two should reach it first. Then came the
strife of Nisus and Euryalus. The competitors started eagerly for the goal.
Le Clair, a young and lusty fellow, ran like & greyhound. But though Parrant
was old and heavy, avarice lent him wings =- and he followed hard upon the
tracks of his competitor, and had even at one time passed ahead of him.
But just as the poor old man wes reaching the gosl, the wily Le Clair rushed
past him, and snatched the prize from his eager-feet, in this case,

THE END OF PARRANT

The disappointed Parrant, not long after, went to Sault Ste Marie
to sow a crop of pig's eyes in Michigan. Parrant--God rest his soul!l ==
has gone they say to glory, or to other parts unknown. He has gone up,
like Romulus -- "Romance arcis conditor" translated from bad French to

something better; we hope vanished to a seat among the Cyclops and pristine

gods, in a blazing apotheosis of Pig's Eyes. If anything mortel of him re-

mains, the sacred ashes should be transplented to the rear of Robert's
cottage=--the site of the first house in Saint Paul, and & monument erected
to commemorate the glory of its builder. No epitaph could do him justice.

This would never do:
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Here lies PARRANT

The immortal Pig's Eye =~ the founder of the city =-- descended from the
immortel gods.

Upon this spot he laid the egg from which Saint Peul was hatched.
He cut the first tree, built the first house, end sold the first whiskey in
the present capital of Minnesota. He was & men of wonderful genius and in=-
comparable enterprise. His devotion to the exalted science of numismatics
has won him imperishable glory.

The calumny which pursues the great has denied him an eye,

Yet in the faithful portraiture of history,

The ereative Pig's Eye,
And inspiring Red Eye,

Will blend their beams in the twin-or-bed splendor of his
Feme.
PHALIN AND HAYS ANWD THEIR CLAIMS

Next in the gallery of the first men, in the order of time, is
Phalin, a soldier just discharged from Fifth Infantry at Fort Snelling,
when the news arrived that the treaty was ratified. Sergeant Hays, an
elderly man who had laid up & considerable sum of money against a rainy
day, in anticipation of an early discharge, engaged Fhalin to hold & claim
for him on the bench of land adjoining Parrant's claim, agreeing to supply
him with the money necessary to build a house for their joint use, when he
should receive his discharge, and to pay his expenses meanwhile. Phalin

subscribed to these conditions, end in the summer of 1838 built a log shanty

on the ground where the stesm mill (late Fuller's) stends under the Hill St.

bluff, et the Upper Landing. This was the second house built upon the present
site of St. Paul.

It wes ere long the scene of & dark and bloody deed. It was one
Sunday morning in the spring of 1839, that Joseph R. Brown and others,

who had just come in a cence from Pine Bend end had encemped on Dayton's
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Bluff, where Major McLeen's residence now is, met Phalin on his way home

from hunting, &s he stated, for & calf., A half ean hour afterwards, EBrown

reached Phalin's house end enquired for Heys, who had recently received

his discharge from the army end wes domesticating with Phelin, Phalin

had just put Hays across the river to look for the missing calf! Phalin
hed put Heys, eles, across snother river from which no traveller returns
--across the river Styx, with Charon to paddle his cenoe,--for the dead
body of poor Heys wes found soon after on the river bank, with merks of the
assassin on him; end the white hairs strewn among the broken bushes around
the house, marked too well the path through which the grey old men had been
dragged by the murderer, to be buried from sight of men in the river. An
inguest held by H. H. Sibley and some gentlemen at the Fort, resulted in
the arrest of Fhalin on the charge of being the murderer and he was accord-
ingly sent to the Crawford County Jeil at Prairie du Chien, but after lying
there for several months, no witnesses sppearing against him, he was re-
leased by the influence of an Officer, whose serveant he had been.

In the meantime on his return to "Pig's Eye" in the fall or winter
of 1839, he found thet the claim he held for Hays had been appropriated in
his absence by Vetal Guerin, who had built e log house thereon. Phalin
loudly re-asserted his right to the claim of his deceased associate on the
ground of that partnership, which he wes more than suspected of having too
rudely dissevered. He threatened force to eject Vetal, from which however
he was dissuaded by the number end attitude of Vetal's friends, end a legal
decision soon after acqueinted Mr. Phalin with the fact that he had for-
feited the cleim by an absence beyond the statue limit of six months.

Forced to content himself with his own clesim, which embraced what
is now Rice and Irvine's Addition, end perheps feeling himself in an uncom-
forteble neighborhood, he sold his claim in 1840 to Rondesu for $200, half

cash end helf meple suger, to sweeten the transaction.
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In 1841 Rondeau sold the south-western half of his élaim or 80
acres to John R. Irvine, who errived then, for & team of horses, eand the
other half, on the side adjoining St. Peter street, to & Sergeant lMore
at the Fort, who agein sold his helf to Irvine who entered the whole cleim
in Sept. 1848, by deed dated at the Winnebego Agency, sold one half of his
interest for §1500 to one Henry M. Rice, who had just been doing up the
Moses in en exodus of Winnebago Indiens.

THE LAST OF PHALIN

Phalin efterwards made & claim on a beautiful leke within four

miles of St. Paul, still called by his blood-stetioned neme. This claim

in 1850, he sold to Edmund Rice--end left the country with E. B. VWeld, for

Californie, end has never been heard of since., Rumors says, that he came

to the trescerous death at the hand of his friend, that he himself had vis-
ited ten years before on the grey head.of his sleeping pertron.

Phelin was a stalwert Irishmen, meesuring six feet in his stockings
--g powerful, brutel men to whom the lew of the strongest was the law.

THE FIRST ST. PAUL BANKER

Parrent is living in his first cabin on the Bench street bluff.,
Phelin is planning a dreesdful doom for his friend under the Hill street
bluff, end these are the sole inhaebitents, when in the summer of 1838 a
strenger celling himself Johnson, comes from no one knows whence, and builds
himself a log house, still standing, on the green summit of the bluff below
Burbenks dwelling, in whet is now Kittson's addition. For e men in 1838 to
come from down the river, past the struggling villages of Galena and Chicago,
end deliberately settle down in such a corner of tfe world as this, was a
proof of medness, or some deep ulterior purpose. The mystery which enveloped
this man Johnson attracted the inquisitive asttention of the Mendote and
Fort “nelling folks. And somebody smelling a rat, Johnson received a gentle

hint, perhaps from Perrent, thet the authorities of those days, meening gen-
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erally the traders and officers about the fort, to whom simple voyageurs,
accustomed to obedience, ettributed e vague end indefinite jurisdiction,
which for them had &1l the force of binding lews;=--the authorities were
going to arrest him for counterfeiting bank notes. Johnson immedieately
prepered to quit a country where he was the object of such ungenerous
suspicion. The first benk of issue ever started in St. Paul immediately
suspended peyment, The first banker sold his house and furniture to Jas.
R. Clewett, for e song and venished. Clewett sold the claim to Normen W.
Kittson, for $150, in whose possession, though occupied by various parties
in his name, it remsined till in 1851, it beceme Kittson's addition.
CLASSICAL PROTOTYFES OF THE FOUNDERS
Such was the triumvirete of 1838, the founders of the city. Parrant,
the founder of Saint Paul proper, & miserly, pig=-eyed retailer of coﬂtraband
whiskey. Phelin, who laid the foundation of Rice & Irvine's addition in the
blood of his friend and patron; end Johnson, & forger and a counterfeiter.
Not Rome itself could date its urbe condita from & meener set of
rascalss.
THE MEN OF 1839 AND '40--VETAL GUERIN
AND BEN GERVAIS, AND THEIR CLAIMS.

While Phalin was lying in jeil et Prairie du Chien, Vetal Guerin--

e Canadien voyegeur in the service of Jeen Baptiste Faribault, et Mendota--

seeing thet Hays was deed, end could have no possible use for e& whole quarter
section of land, conceived the bold idee of approprieting the claim which
Phalin had held nominally for his deceased partner.

He, therefore, in the fall of 1839, had built & little log house at
the present junction of Bench end Third streets, opposite the Bridge Head,
when Phalin returned, as before narreted, and exhibited such e violent regerd
for the interests of his deceased friend, But Vetel's claim, being legally

confirmed, and protected by the public sentiment of the entire commmity--
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thet is to say by the aggregate sentiment of about six persons--he felt him-
self at liberty to perform an ect of generousity for & worthy friend of his,
one Peter Gervais; and thet seme year gave Peter half his cleim, about eighty
acres, as & mark of his consideration. Peter signified his high appreciation
of the gift by selling it the year after to Scott Campbell--Indien interpreter
at Fort Snelling=--for fifty dollars; and Scott Campbell made & splendid specu-
lation by selling it agein in 1842, to Williem Hartshorn, for $300.

Long before the Sioux treaty of 1837, & vagrent colony of Swiss and
others, who, in 1823 had followed the agents of Lord Selkirk to his new
settlement on the benks of the Red ERiver, driven thence in 1825 by a disastrous
flood, reached Fort Snelling in a state of abject indigence, to seek more
protitious homes in the United States. By permission of the officers, some
of them settled on the Reservation neer the Fort. Abreheam Perry lived for
twelve years in & little house between the Fort and the present St. Louis
House, where he had e flourishing ferm well stocked with cattle. Benjamin
end Peter Gerveis, Cenadians, also from the Red River, in 1837 lived in the
same locality. When the treaty wes consummated in 1838, Perry and the Gervais'
took cleims on the ceded lends: Perry's claim resting on the besutiful creek

which flows below the "cave," ebove Vence Brown's residence; and Ben Gervais,

after abandoning a claim near the cave made one embracing the present Leech's

addition, where he had a farm of some thirty or forty acres. All this land
was then held by the Fort Snelling authorities to be within the Military
Reservetion. The settlers were accordingly ordered off. Not consenting to
go peaceably, orders were solicited end received from Washington for their
forcible ejection. Accordingly on Mey 6th, 1840, the troops sallied out,
drove off the cleiments=--three or four femilies in all perheps-~and destroyed
their houses. To the poor Swiss Perry, exiled from his native mountains --
driven from pillar to post by flood, end fire, and sword--this was a hard

blow. He moved to the Johnson plece, then owned by James Clewett, who after-
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wards, merried one of his daughters; when, after Kittson became the owner
of the c¢laim, he lived with Crevier, a Canadian, who afterwards merried
eanother of his daughters, and we believe, died here in the old log house,
still stending for & lendmerk of twenty years ago, in the wilderness of
new houses thereabouts. Ben Gervaeis on the seme dey on which he was
driven from his farm, bought of Parrant his original cleim house, on Bench
strect, the first house in St. Peul, and the claim herewith, embracing

160 acres of what is now the most valusble property in St. Paul, for TEN

DOLLAES in all--cash, as we are informed., In 1843, Gervais sold the claim

to Louis Roberts, who had just errived, end Alexender lMcLeod, for §350==

worth now five million dollers. At the same time Augustus Larpenteur,
father of our Larpenteur, offers Vetal Guerin $1,000 for his claim of 80
acres, and Vetal refused it.

This offer in 1843 of $125 per acre for a tract of land lying now
in the heart of a city of fifteen thousend souls, but then a useless swamp--
this offer, and, above all, the refusal of it, were considered by the wise
ones of the time, as such a consummate piece of folly on the one hand and
wegkness on the other, as words were inadequate to express. But the ides
had elready worked itself into the head of this unlettered Vetel, as of some
others, that the Head of Navigation had not been put here for nothing. It
is worth while for the future historien of St. Peul to know something more
of this astute Frenchmen, whose name is conspicuous on the mep of St. Paul,
and who is indebted to his foresight for rending among the most wealthy
real estate owners in the city.

Vetal is a French Cenadien, about fifty years of ege, perhaps, who
left Caneda in 1832 to enlist es & voyageur and treder in the service of
the American Fur Compeny. After a desultory life at various trading posts

on the Missouri in 1832, et Mendots, end Preirie du Chien, and Traverse des

Sioux, he had finally settled for several years at Mendote, in the employ
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of the elder J. B. Faribeult when the arrest of Phalin down at "Point bas,"
or Parrent's place, as they celled it then, led to his jumping Hay's claim
in 1839, es already related. Before this, however, in 1838, he and
Beaumette hed bought Parrant's original cleim at the cave for $135.

In 1841 he married a deughter of that Abreshem Perry, already men-
tioned, and located permenently in the neat log house which he had built
to receive his bride=--the same which now stends at the junction of Bench
end Third streets, in & nest of other old buildings, but so veneered with
recent clapboards and other pretences, thet the cld log house is almost
lost in its modern disguises. The domestic epperatus of the young couple
was not splendid. A single red blanket on & board bunk served them for
e bed, and Vetal's trunk answered the purpose of & table. This was just
after Jackson hed established a whiskey shenty at the other end of the
preirie, and Vetal's honeymoon was rudely disturbed by a geng of drunken
Indiens, who broke into his house one day and tried to kill him. An iron
heeded arrow was fixed at Vetal by one of the sevages, who still carried
occasionally the primitive weapons of their fathers. Medame Guerin had
concealed herself under the bunk aforesaid. Things looked bad for Vetal's
prospects of perpetueting his lineage, when, by the kindly interposition of
e chief friendly to Vetal, he escaped with his wife to Gervais' house a few
rods below.

As Vetel was not blessed with the advantages of an early education,
he is sometimes classed with those men who have been overtaken in the
accidental possession of land by & sudden rise of property, and made rich
by circumstances which they neither foresaw nor promoted. We have already

ok
Ll

seen that this was not the case with Vetal--that he owes it to his own
sagacity end far reaching prevision--that, in steadily resisting the tempt-

etion to sell the bulk of his property at prices which seemed megnificent

to his less considerate contemporaries, he was saved from the general fete




Saint Paul

of the originel Cenadian owners of St. Paul, belonging generally to the

£

same class as himself, now for the most part the poorest men in the commun=
itye

Parrant had sold a claim that now a prince might covet for an estate
for ten dollars; Ben Yervais had likewise parted with the same claim for
$350; Phalin had sold the whole of Rice and Irvine's addition for $200 in
money and maple sugar; Rondeau had parted with & ducal estate for & team of
horses; and Peter Gerveis, for fifty dollars, had relinquished a title that
would have made him a millionaire--and yet, tempted by prices of six times
that which hed lured the sacrifices of his neighbors, Vetal held on steadily
to his claim in the hope that, ere long, he would see here realized that
strenge dream of a town such as long ago he had seen rising on the banks of
the St. Lewrence, and which now haunted his dreams.

But none of the real estate owners, if we except Mr,., Rice, have
been more liberal in donations of land to public institutions then Vetal
Guerin. The Catholic Church, especially, owes to his liberality the possess-
ion, at nominal prices, of two of the most veluable blocks in the city.

Sudden wealth had not spoiled Vetal. One of the richest men in St.
Paul, his guiet modesty end good sense preserves him from errors end preten-
sions of the parvenues around him, end in his unpretending little cottage on
Wabeshaw street, the recollection of the red blanket which formed his bridal
couch, end the trunk which formed his only table, inspires the mexims of
frugal simplicity which he teaches his children.

In 1840 then the little settlement consists of Rondeeu in Phalin's
little haunted house under the hill--Vetal Guerin who is building a neat
log house opposite where & Bridge shall be bye-and=bye. Ben Gervais, in
Parrent's original claim shanty--then Parrent under the hill, end finelly

Jas. B. Clewett on the Johnson place. Among these are partitioned the

$8,000,000 that 19 years will bring. It was in this stat?éf things that




Saint Paul

Father Gaultier, sent up here in 1840 by Bishop Loras, of Dubuque, to look
after the wandering sheep of the Catholic flock builds a little log chapel
on Vetal's claim, for the spiritual benefit of the little settlement, not
more than fifteen feet square, but large enough to garner all the harvest
of good Cetholic souls that will grow up here for many a year, thinks the
good father. A congregation of more then a dozen witness the consecration
of the little chapel to the great St. Paul,

Jut it is doubtful if the great Saint Paul feels flattered by it,
if en insignificant log hut is patronage enough for the large ambition
his Saintship.

Henceforth there is laughter in heasven. And the contest thickens
yearly with trembling scales between the great Apostle of the Gentiles, and
the mortal Parrant, for the tuteler Seintship of the future capital,

The New Year's Address of the Pioneer of 1850 announces the close
of the struggle.

"Pig's Eye, converted thou shalt be like Saul,

Thy neme henceforth shall be Saint Paul."

SAINT PAUL IN 1847

In such a state of foreign barberism heve we sunk now that the
abject condition of us touches the heart of the pious Missionary dowm et
Kaeposia to melting. Whet he writes about us in the spring of 1857 to ex-
Governor Slade, reguesting for the love of God & teacher for these wretched

Heathen, is the first written picture of Saint Paul,

My present residence is in the almost verge of civilization in the

Northwestern part of the United States, within a few miles of the principal
village of white men in the Territory, that we suppose will bear the name of
Minnesota. The village referred to has grown up within a few years in a
romentic situation on the high bluff of the Mississippi, end has been

baptized by the Romen Cetholics by the neme of Saint Paul. They have erected
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in it a small chapel, and constitute much the larger portion of the in-
hebitants. The Dakotahs call it Im-ni-je=-ska (White Kock) from the color
of the sandstone which forms the bluff on which the village stands. This
village has five stores, &s they call them at all of which intoxicating
drinks constitute e part, snd I suppose the principal part of what they
sell.

I suppose the village contains twelve or twenty families living
near enough to send children to school.

With the petres familias of this extensive population our readers
have now for the most part the pleasure of & personal acquaintance--all
going to the devil if a female teacher be not sent by the National Board

of Educetion. Nothing will do but a female, dear Governmor, for civilization

must be put in petticoats to have any charm for these wild Frenchmen. Sure

enough, in July, fast upon this appeal, & lady comes, sent by “eaven and Ex-
Gov. Slade,--especially Slade--to save these poor wild children of the prairie
from sinking quite out of sight in ignorance and dirt., How Miss Harriet E.
Bishop set up a school in this appalling waste of--whiskey, and revived the
use of waters as an article of domestic consumption, will, if we have space,
be told elsewhere. She survives the shock of her first impressions to write
us as we looked in 1847, thus in "Floral Homes:" "A few log huts composed

the townesssthree families the entire American population. The sutumn of

1847 brought some acquisitions to the society of St. Paul so that the Americen
population consists of six instead of three families."

News of a Territory of Minnesota are abroad, which Miss Bishop does
not hear, with a lady's contempt for polities. That explains why in that
little log house with three rooms, long since merged in the Merchant's Hotel,
opposite where we write, one J. W, Bass is opening a Hotel, the first "Saint
Paul Hotel," with a pretty young wife for a lsndlady to butter the coarse

bread of frontier life with the charm of feminine presence, and he meta-
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phoricel molasses to the pork, that nothing else would sweeten. That ex-
plains, too, why Dr. John J. Dewey, brother of Ex-Gov. Dewey arrives, why
the Fur Company heve established a Sioux outfit here with “m. H. Forbes
for sub-agent, and why, since the Bronson's family of surveyors heve come,
we proprietors have conceived the bold experiment of laying out some 90
gores in blocks snd lots., Mon Dieu! Vetal, we have waited long--but
patience! we will have a town yet, if we live long enough. It is here
that "patience is genius,”
1848--CRISIS APPROACHES

1848 is full of events. Wisconsin becomes a State in May. The
lines had been drawn around the destined Territory of Minnesota two years
before, adjusted and readjusted, and at last settled in place. Cut loose
from Wisconsin we are now without a government. A Territorial orgenization
then we must have, what there is left of us, and a seat of government--more
especially a seat of government.

In July, at the instance of David Lambert, a talented young stranger,
a meeting of the villegers was held at Jackson's store to assist the general
Government in the administration of the Territorial domain, the first publiec

meeting on the subject.

1t was then that Billy D--potentiel Billy--round and ripe end red--

first burst upon the political horizon. Billy had smelt a fat fry of Territ-
orial offices cooking up here, for a good Democrat such as Billy was, away
down in Delaweare; Cass, he foresaw, would be elected and William D=-=-Esq.,===
merk you nowl--if there be & spark of gratitude left in the Republic--would

in the nature of thingse-be=--well--Governor--perhaps=--who knows? A Convention
is proposed and held at Stillwater, the County seat and official seat of our
ex-officio Gove Catlin, Governor by the Divine right of logical deduction.

Our Bass and Larpenteur and Sergeant MacBoal are there as delegates, but

quite overshadowed and lost in the rising grandeur of Billy D--, expectant
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of Cass and office,.

There our ex-officio Governor tells us by letter and afterwards by
proclamation, to go on and elect & delegate, which in the fall following
we do, that is, Billy D. end we.

Meanwhile the first sale of public lands in what is Minnesota comes
off at the St. Croix Land 0ffice-=436,737 acres are offered, 3326 sold. Hereat
ere entered a part of St. Paul proper by Louis Roberts, another part by H. H.
Sibley, agent of the Board of Arbitretors, to which the conflicting claiments
had referred their disputed titles. John R, Irvine enters the section edjoin-
ing, and on November 5th, 1848, sells an undivided one=-half interest to Henry
Mr. Rice, agenty of Pierre Choteau and Co., for $1,500. Deed signed at Long
Prairie, where Rice has just led the Winnebagoes to their new homes from Iowa,
through much tribulation. It is a fact they say, that Rice has bought an in-
terest in the place. If that be so, Vetal, we will have a town here yet.

In the wake of the Winnebago removal at this time ceme David Olmsted,

e man this Dave who will lesve his footprints here, and.a picture something
like him henging in the Council Chamber, as the first Mayor of St. Paul.
With his partner Rhodes as agents of "Ewing" he hugs a strip of land here and
trades with Winnebagoes, with a depot et St; Paul. The the first Minnesota
election ceme off in October at Stillwater and Henry H. Sibley is elected
Delegeate for Wisconsin Territory over H. M. Rice,

Snow fell on the first of November. The winter, one of the coldest

ever knowvn up here, is big with expectation. Once in a dog's age, a little

s
bundle of letters and papers, come/%o Henry Jackson, Postmaster, brought on

a dog train from Prairie du Chien, with news two months old from Weshington,
and enon & frozen stranger climbing the long reaches of ice and snow, to
forestall the opening chences in the new Territory, alights among the eager
crowd the wondér of the hour. Tt is the proudest day of his life. Even

Billy D. is overwhelmed by his trensient greatness; and even Billy D. is
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proud to drink with him at his expense. Salt pork and beans at Bass;
poker end whiskey et Jackson's, solace the long and weary intervals.

In January news arrives that Taylor was elected President last
fall, alas! for Billy.-- Sibley and Rice, they tell us, are working
hard at Weshington with little promise of success to make a Territory and
a capital of us.

Spring opens early. Ducks are flying on the 4th of March, last

dey of Congress.-- but there was no Roman Soothsayer to read the omen to us.

The last news is bad from Washington.-- April is in her second

week. For & month or more we have had no news from Weshington. Provisions
are getting scerce end deer, eked out nmow with luscious duck stews, at the
"St. Peul House," blessed relief from the enforced monotony of pork.

The ice has gone out above Lake Pepin, where it is still hard and
thick, says a painful rumor.

Monday the 9th of April, has been a plessant day, but the night is
closing in with portentous clouds, which burst at dusk in & tempest rein
and terrific peals of thunder, peals, says David Lambert, who tells us now
why Heaven salutes us with all her cannon:

On & sudden, in a momentary lull of the wind, the silence was broken
by the never-to-be misteken groen of a steam engine. In enother moment the
shrill whistle of a steamboet thrilled through the air, cutting through and
dividing as it were, the heavy booming of heaven's artillery. Another moment
and a bright flash of lightning revealed the welcome shape of a steamboat
just rounding the bluff, less than a mile below Saint Paul,

Not the whistle of Black Roderick "that garrisoned the glen. At

once with full five hundred men,"

evoked from copse and heath the plaided
warriors of his clan, with half the swiftness of response, that in those

early days the pent up people of St. Paul springs to the bluffs and banks

et the signael whistle of the steamboat.
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In en instant the welcome news flashed like electricity through-
out the town., All were on the qui vive, and regardless of the pelting rain,
the raging wind, end the pealing thunder, almost the entire male population
rushed to the landing, end clustered on the shore unmindful of the storm
as the fine steamboet Dr. Franklin No., 2, dashed gallantly upﬁihe landing.
Before she was made fast to the moorings, she was boarded by the excited
throng; without waiting for the shore planks to be laid, numbers sprang on
her boiler deck. The deck hands hed to stand back and abandon all efforts
to get on shore until the stream of "boarders" had made their way into the
cabin,.

The Captein end Clerk were the men of the hour. ZTheir popularity

was immense. General Taylor cannot be essailed with more importunity for

the loaves and fishes then they for news and newspepers, (Poor hungry
souls.) At length the news was made known, and one glad shout resounding
through the boat, teken up on shore and echoed from our beetling bluffs

end rolling hills, proclaimed that the Bill for the organization of the

Territory of Minnesota has become & law,--(Letter signed D. L. in Pioneer

of April 28th, 1859.)

-=gnd that Saint Paul, en important point at that erisis, pro-
claimed with thunder, and baptised in celestiel torrents to the skin of
you all, David was its cepital, the seal of govermment set upon its brow
by fire, as the lambent flame of omen, played round the head of the infant
Numa. The ennusl councils were to be held agein at the Great Cave, hence-
forth by another race, before whom, in less than three years, the leagued
"People of the Lakes" shall become strangers and outcasts in their ancient
heritage.-

You sold your cleim too cheap friend Gervaisi
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THE COMING MAN

Of the three or four hundred persons thus huddled in the little
group of shanties and berk roofed huts on the bench of land which a few
months before it was & bold experiment to lay out in lots, there were
probebly few, if eny, whose views of the future of St. Paul of of Minnesota
lay beyond the immediate advantages to be derived from concentrating the
principal expenditures of the Government, et the point selected for the
capital, and from the probeble centralization thereof the existing sources
of trade.

The Indien trade and annuities, the supply of the forts, the govern-
ment snd county offices, with the pineries of the Mississippi and St. Croix,
the manufacture of timber, and ferming enough for local supply, were the
resources to which they looked. The large capabilities and great feature
that lay beyond this little local horizon were a&s undiscovered to the old
claimants of the soil and to their immediate successors, as to the pig-eyed
Paerrant himself, who stood at the head of the line.

Minnesota, too, was a terra incognita to the world in genersal.

Its name was upon no mep. To those who had heard of the new Territory at
all, it was placed somewhere in the vicinity of Russian America, where the
Esquimeux live under ground, beyond the utmost limits of profitable culti=-
vation or possible population; while in esnother zone California wes waving
en enchanter's waend, Minnesota, then, at this juncture, needed not only a
Journalist, but a Journalist with the capacity to seize its salient ad-
vantages of position and physicel character, end, with a graphic vividness
of portraiture to fix the sttention of the world, and write its neme in
letters of fine above the golden disc of California, which then filled the
western horizon; one of those electric sentences should flash through the

whole round of journalism, and whose ceustic sneer should strike the vul-

ger prejudices against the latitude of Minnesote to the quick core, and
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wither them at the roots.

For the special local interest of Saint Paul, there was wanted a
men to 1lift up its embition to the horizon of its wide relastions, and imbue
it with & central end commanding purpose; & man with the mind to gresp end
the strength to wield the mighty weapons of geographical position with which
neture has armed it, to care out a place for it in the van of the rising
west; a man to make the head of navigetion on the Mississippi ring through=-
out the world.

HE MAN COMES

Such & man arrived on the 18th day of April 1848, in the steamboet
Senator--James M. Goodhue (late editor of the Grand County Herald, Lancester,
Wisconsin), with the press and meterisls of & new paper for the new capital,
a burly stout-jewed steepbrowed men, compact of coarse strength, with e sharp,
elmost savage twinkle of satire pleying in strange angular shadows around the
cold fixed blue of his large eye. A man ebout forty years of age, familier
with all the rough end tumble of western experience, and full of the frontier;
a man who cennot drink life without he quaffs it in large measure from the
foaming brim of civilization--above all the man for the epoch.

Under dete of Oct. 23, 1851, the Pioneer contains the following:

A PICTURE OF THE BLUFFS AT SAINT PAUL.

"A1l the buildings on Bench street, in April 1849, above the old
log Catholic Church, were Vetal Guerin's, at the junction of Third street
end Bench (now Von Hamm's bookstore);two old log Houses a little east of
Mr. Neill's church, on the lots where Mr. Goodhue's house stands, two log
houses in the street near the junction of Hill street; and old ;ookery on

the south side, near the foot of Capitol street, being & hole in the ground

used for a horse billiard room, and the house of John R. Irvine, on the

north side of Bench street, being & house finished outside with lime and

mortar. We call it Bench street as far as the street follows along the
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edge of the Bench; that is, from the foot of Jackson Street, at the lower

landing, to its intersection with Fort street where Monk Hall stands, and

where Mr. Winslow is about erecting a new hotel., Lying east from the

Catholic church on Bench street, there was an old log building into which
the Centrel House was engrafted in the spring of 1849, which has since
been and still is the principal hotel &t the lower end of the town, and in
which the first Legisleture met; then next east the dwelling house, then
new, of Louis Robert; and next east, the old log building corner of Bench
and Robert, in one end of which Mr. Creek sells the "rale honey dew" tobacco
end Indien curiosities, etc., end just east of that the old building occupied
by Wme. H. Forbes, as the "Saint Peul Outfit," (& Fur Compeny trading house);
then at the corner of Jackson and Eench, (Douglas Point) the old building
still being there in which Henry Jackson used to keep a frée tavern, end
Jackson & Ha?tshorn, an Indian sto;e. There were then no stairs et the foot
of Bench street. Randall's warehouse and store {then the firm of Freemsn,
Lerpenteur & Co.) was just built, end Kobert's store at the lower lending
was built, end the old log house still standing a few rods below, in which
e Frenchmen kept "whiskey and other confectionaries."
THIRD STREET IN 1849

At the lower end of Third street stood, end now stends, en old
log house. It was the principal grocery in Saint Paul. At the corner of
Third end Jackson streets was, end still is, the house of J. W, Pass, the
first tevern in Saint Paul. Jackson used to keep everybody for nothing,
end their whiskey and ball bills furnished them gretis in the bargain.
Mr. Hopkins' house and store was then built, corner of Third end Jackson
streets, end Mr. Larpenteur's dwelling house on the opposite cormer. Then
there was e little old building next west of it not then completed belong-
ing to the Fur Company, finished off eand occupied by Gov., Ramsey. Then on

the north side of Third street was a house and a seddler's shop belonging
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to A. R. French, the shop now occupied as the tin shop of Mr. Newell, and
the house for a boarding house by Mr. Brown. Next west was and is the old
building of Mr. Lull, in which the Pionmeer was printed, it being the first
Printing Office in Minnesota, the first number of the paper issued on the
28th of April, 1848. Then there was built about that time the little shop
next west, now the tailor shop of Mr. Tinker, then Dr. Dewey's office end
drugstore; next west the fur store of Ewing & Co., kept by Olmsted and
Rhoads, and the office of Babecock & Wilkinson, then the shop of McCan and
the law office of Phillips. These were all the buildings on Third street
except the house of Mr, Lambert north of the old Catholic Church, end Mr.
Lembert's house was not then finished."

ROBERT STREET IN APRIL, 1849

"Imprimis, a log grocery kept by La Roche, Nobles, red blacksmith's

shop, eand on the other side, Ben Brunson's house, and about three other
buildingse. This took you through to Mr. B. F. Hoyt's house, where lir. Cakes!'
large, elegant house is now built. The foregoing comprises nearly the whole
catalogue of buildings in Saint Paul on the 18th of April 1849,"

CUREENT HISTORY OF SAINT PAUL FOR THE
LAST TEN YEARS-~CCMPILED FEOM THE PIONEER

Political and Personal.-=- Governor Alexander Remsey end femily,
arrived on the dey before the first issue of the Pioneer, and there being
no eccommodations in St. Paul fit for a Governor, accepted the hospitelities
of the Hon. He He Sibley at Mendote, where, on the first of June, he pro=-
cleims the Territory organized. On the 26th of June, the Governor and
family ceme from Mendota in & birch bark cenoce, and took up his residence on
Third street, in & nest little white cottage. This first Executive mansion
is now the little dirty frame building, with the disconsolate roof of an
obsolete verendah on it, on which & stering black sign conveys the assumption

of having been the "New Englend Hotel," of some forgotten period. Curran,
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the great proprietor of the World's Fair, lived there on the vegrance of
the departed Governorship. The grades lifted it high ebove the street,
meking & modern basement under it, which has been everything, and is now
a wretched Jewry.

St. Paul is now in St. Croix county, where, on the first of August,
we poll our first votes at the St. Paul precinect. The vote stood thus--
there being no opposition for Delegete:

Delegate........... He He. Sibley‘ilollot.l 188
Comnicilliorsicecesas Wm. He Furberesccescece 187
Je McBoBlesssssseossees 98
Dl La]nbert.l.l..‘llll. 91
Representatives. ... Bs Brunsonssesessecees 168
Po Ko JohnsoNesesseees 104
He Jackson.....-.o.... 165
de de DOWeY,esinsnisse 171
Je Eo BYoWlicessnsnonse B84
A, Go Fuller.....-...a 24
TEE FIRST LEGISLATURE

The first Legislature convenes in the Central House, Bob Kennedy's
Hotel, at once Capitol end Hotel; Representative Chember and Secretary's
Office, on first floor-~Council Chamber and Library upsteirs. 0ld C. K.
Smith, Secretery, end & queer fish, has a liberty pole put up in front of
his house, end the stars and stripes run up for & sign to the nations.
Both houses, eighteen Representatives and nine Councillors, meet in the
Dining Hell, where Rev. Mr. Neill preys for us all, and Governor Reamsey
delivers a message full of hope end for-sighted prophecy to comfort us
withal; then lesves the poor devils sitting on rough board benches and

chairs after dinner, to work out as they mey this old problem of self-

government through the appalling ladyrinth of parliementery rules and

tactics--motions and amendments and previous questions--that perplex their souls.

Yet no Legisleture which ever sat in Minnesote was made of better stuff than
that which assembled to lay the cormer stone of the politicel edifice. David

Olmsted is President of the Council upsteirs, with eyes drooping aslant from
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modesty, never looking at you, yet seeing straight through you--silent,
ambitious-with a will to be the foremost man--and very neerly being so.

Then there is Norris, and Loomis, and Mertin McLeod, knitting his clear-
skinned Scotch brow over a School Lew he is hetching--and Williem H.

Forbes, of our town; end close by the President, whispering in his ear, sits
thet plecidist of Joe Browns who has been in the Wisconsin Legislature, end
knows several things, &s the Chief Clerk of Council, end grand perliament-
arian, tecticisn, and Jefferson's Menual of both houses. We should never
heve got along without Joee. His broad, sleek face is the central sun of
.ell the young parliementery planets of the Assembly.

Downstairs--chiefly conspicucus in the lower assembly is Wm. D,
Phillips=--merk you, grand with concious clerkship, whom to behold is to
edmire-~end by his side our L. B, Weit, sits rosey end sleek by his side,
jerking his earms out of his sleeve cuffs--which he does with great grevity
end deliberstion=-laying down his pen for thet purpose. Wm. R. Marshall
from St. Anthony, Mort. Wilkinson from Stillwater, Jeremieh Russell, from
Crow Wing, Setzer and Brunson and Furber do the business here mainly.
Never was there an odder collection of eighteen souls set to law making.
James Wells was the centrel and inspiring oddity of the session--whose
tutelar goddess was the virgin diena of the Ephesians; and Tom Holmes,
then of Sauk Repids, long Tom, like & rusty rifle at half-cock, with a

quid of tobacco between his teeth. But the greatest thing was to hear

Trask telk at Mr, Speaker, and spit at the essembled wisdom. Trask's

spit wes by fer the most eloquent part of his speeches. It took a rendom
erraetic circuit, but it was sure to hit somebody everytime, which could not
be said of some of his articulated oratory.

How strangely these strange names have grown femiliar to us since.
It was & touching thing to see these rough fellows, of the lower House,

edjourn to attend & funersl of Brunson's little daughter.
J £
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Ramsey County with others, is established early this session, with
en uncommon emount of land end weter, end Saint Paul as county seet, and =
lew is passed incorporating the little town of St. Paul,.

While the Legislature is in session, there is this note, marking
the germ of the Democratic orgenizetion:

At a Democretic caucus held at the house of He M. Rice, on Monday
evening Sept. 24, 18489, the undersigned were appointed a committee to call
& mass meeting of the Democrecy of the Territory of Minnesota. Believing

that the integrity of our party, etc. etec. Zﬁhd a mess meeting is celled for

Saturday, October 20th, at Seint Paul, to orgenize part3£7 end signed, among

others, by "Wm. D. Phillips," mark you, for Third District, late clerk in
some department at Washington, and considerate yet of Minnesota politics.

At this first party convention held in the bellroom of the American
House, (just built) Henry Jackson was Cheirmen protem,, Jas. S. Norris, Pres-
ident; end B. W. Lott, A. L. Larpenteur, H. A, Lambert end A. J. Morgan, poor
little "Jack the Giant-Killer," are Secreteries. On motion, it is resolved
thet the Minnesota Pioneer is declared to be the organ of the party, which
it hes been ever since, more or less. Delegate Sibley defines his position
by letter, as a Democret, and F. Steele, H. M. Rice, H. Jackson, J. R. Brown
end P. K. Johnson are appointed the first Central Democratic Committee.

On November 2d, David Lembert, & smart young fellow, this David,
who has been drinking hard to drown some domestic misery, drinks himself
crazy, jumps from the Dr, Frenklin, on his way from Galena, and is drowned.,

In November we elect the officers of our new County of Ramsey with
this vote for St. Paul precinct, leaving out St. Anthony.

Dr.. David Dey, Firat RegirEer; .+ o v = 5 2 o s 112

Williem D. Phillips not Register, . . . . 69

Gy Py Vo Dull, Sherifl & o o s o« o s . LT

Jo Re Trvine, do sl s & s o 5 % s s o » . 60

Edmund Brisette, Author of "Pig's Eye," . 2

Jde. W. Simpson, Treasurer . : . « « s« ¢« » . 240

Roberts, Gervais and Russell, ere elected Cormissioners.,
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1850==YEAR OF THE FIEST TOWN ORGANIZATION

Miscelleneous.-=- New Year's day is celebrated by the orgenization
of the Historical Society. Chief Justice Goodrich in the Chair. Rev. E. D,
Neill delivers the opening ennual address, which mekes a sensation. The
famous Sixth Infantry Bend, Sergeant Jeckson, Bend Mester, well known here-
abouts, then end since. Recently, Jackson being discharged from the army
came beck to scene of his former glory, and went into szloon business on
Jackson street. Having feiled in business, has gone back to his Yankee
doodle in the army. Mails weekly this year. On May 16th, Mr. Neill's
chepel is burnt down. The river was higher in June than it had been known
for meny years.

The Anthony Weyne in June and July, was the first boat that ever
nevigated the Minnesota above Shakopee. The "Nominee" and Yankee followed
in pleasure excursions, Miss Fredericke peys us & visit--domiciles with
Gove Remsey, and one dey we meet her walking alone, on foot, to Fort ®nelling,
where she will be charmed with Minnehehea., Miss Bremer hes her sasy about us
as we look in 1850:

FREDIRIKA BREMER ON ST. PAUL, 1850

Scercely hes we touched the shore, when the Governor of Minnesote
and his pretty young wife came on board end wished me to take my quarters
at their house. And there I am now, heppy with these kind people, and with
them I meke excursions into the neighborhood. The town is one of the young-
est infents of the Grest West--scareely eighteen months old--end yet it has

in & short time increased to a population of 2,000 persons, (not so much,

Miss Bremer, by a long chelk) and in a very few years it will certainly be

possessed of 22,000; for its situation is as remarkable for its beauty end
healthfulness, as it is advantageous for trade.
As yet, however, the town is in its infency, and people menage

with such dwellings as they cen get. The drewing room of Gov. Remsey's
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house is also his office; and Indians and work people, end ladies and
gentlemen, are all alike edmitted. In the meantime Mr. Remsey is a build-
ing & hendsome house upon & hill & little out of the city. (gquite in the
city now Miss Premer) If I were to live on the Mississippi, I would live

here. It is a hilly (?) region, and on all sides extends in beautiful and

varying lendscapes. <+he city is thronged with Indians.

November. The Tawexitku-kin-Dekote print--wes esteblished by G.
H., Pond & Dekota missionary, & polygott of Dakota end English, etc.

December 10--The Minnescta “Yemocrat, D. A, Robertson, Esq., former
Marshaell of Ohio, editor, destined to meke a stir in the community, asnd to
be afterwards united with the Pioneer as the Pioneer and Democret.

26th==1s our first Thenksgiving day in Minnesota.

Political=-On May 6th, en election wes held for the first town
Council of St., Paul, under act of the Legislature, dated November 1, 1849--
Enecting "that so much of said town eas is conteined in the originel plat
of seid town mede by Ire Bronson, together with Rice & Irvine's additiom,
be and the same is hereby created a town corporate by the name of the towm
St. Peul." The first town council stood thus: T. ¥®. Potts, President;
Edmund Rice, who shortly resigns to H. F. Masterson, Recorder. <The trustees
no one knows for certain.

There are no records of the old town council extent. Among its
first ordinances was one to root out the stumps on St. Anthony and Third
streets.

The Rice and Sibley factions are reging dreadfully in September.
The city split by Montegues end Capulets of the rival houses. Curious old
times those. It was heresbouts that Honest John Wekefield, author of an
unpublished history of the Black Hawk war, geve vent to his indignation at
the "Menopoly that held the puss strings of the Territory."

1851-~YEAR OF THE SIQUX.TREATY
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Politicel--Jan. l--Second Legislature assembles in the Rice House,
on the present site of Vence Brown's Block, next to Dr. Price's dwelling.

It was & fine three brick building, just completed by Mr. Rice, and burnt
down two years ago. Wm. H. Forbes end Jes, C, McBoal, are Councillors from
our town, Ben Brunson, Jus. Remsey, Ned Rice and H. L. Tilden, in the House.
The question of the permanent seat of government, comes up here, involved

in the location of the Capitol., Finally settled by & compromise; the Capitol
being given to St. Pasul; the Penitentiary to Stillwater, end the University
to St. Anthony.

But the storm that rages inside ebout this and other metters, is
nothing to the tempest outside; the upshot of which is, thet Goodhue is
stebbed in the belly by a brother of Judge Cooper, for a bitter personal
atteck upon the character of the judge, end the fraternal Cooper is

by Goodhue in the loins. There was a story current at the time, that when

Goodhue felt the cold knife ripping up his fat paunch, being slightly con-

fused on the physiological question, he exclaimed, "the villien has stabbed
me to the heart,"
1852--YEAR OF GOODHUE'S DEATH
Political--Jan, 7Tth--Third session of the Legislature held in the

story brick outwork, which terminates the Merchant's Hotel on the

then standing by itself. Maine Lew passed; submitted to people in
April for ratification, who approved it; great excitement; Ramsey Coumty
mireble dictul votes to have no more whiskey, which Judge Hayner, who
comes here shortly after, declares it to be unconstitutional. The vote
in Reamsey county on the whiskey question stood 528 ageinst 497. Church
bells ring, end so do the glasses. Everybody celebrates the advent of
the Temperance Millenium, by getting gloriously drunk,

Avgust 27--James M. Goodhue died.
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Z?e had prepared a full chronological history of St. Paul, to

Dec. 31, 1858, but are compelled to omit it, owing to want of rooqﬁ?

St. Paul, in the Last Ten Years,

A census taken on June 11lth, 1849, zives the population of St.

Paul election precinct which extended over a considerable portion of what
is now Ramsey county, at 804 persons, in 108 families or houses.

There were only about thirty buildings according to Goodhue's
account, we will say forty, tenements of all sorts and sizes, log and frame,
stores and dwellings, were on the townsite on Goodhue's arrivel. Only one
of these, Bass's small two story building, was & hotel, though Jackson had
& number of boarders. According to the census, the population of the precinct
averaged eight to a tenement. But in the town we mey well -suppose that
people were packed in pretty close accommodetions. Assuming then ten persons
to each of the forty buildings found hereby Goodhue on his arrival, we would
have a total population in ten years:

400 1854. . .
840 1855, R
1856, . o

1800 1857« o o« &

2500 1858e o o o &
1859¢ o o & o « 14000

4500

8500
9973
12000

We have official enumerations made in 1849, 1850, 1857, and

1858, while these and the intermediate figures are substantiated throughout,
by the annual vote of the town and city.

One half of the vote of the St, Paul precinct belongs, as we have
already shown to "Saint Paul village."

The following is the vote of Saint Paul for the ten years:

No. Votqi

No Votes

1849, 100 1854.

1850.
1851.
1852,
1853,

200
284

449

1855,
1856,
1857,
1859,

801
1,258
1,876
3,333
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Using 4 for a multiple during the first five years, when there was
a lamentable disproportion of families to voters, and 5 for the last half of
the decade, we obtain results nearly uniform with the census and other enumer-
ations given in the first series, sustaining its ratio throughout,.

THE LAW OF GROWTH OF ST. PAUL

The experience of these ten years shows that Saint Paul has increased
more rapidly within thet period, than any western city, probably more rapidly
than sny other city in the world outside of California end Australia. Chicago,
Toledo, Milwaukee and other fest western cities have grown for the last eighteen
years at the nearly wniform ratio of twenty per cent. increase yearly. ©Saint
Paul on the other hand has increased in population at the rate of fifty per
cent, compounded annually--thét is to say, thet the population has doubled

for every period of two years.

EXPANSION OF AREA AND EXTENSION OF

CORPORATE LIMITS OF SAINT PAUL IN TEN YEARS

In 1847 the plot of Saint Paul Proper, embracing all the blocks
from Jackson to St. Peter street, as far back as Seventh street, an area of
90 acres, was leid out by Ira Brunson for Louis Roberts end others. The
lend was entered by Roberts a year after at the Saint Croix Land Office,
when about the same time, H. H. Sibley entered the remasinder, as agent
for the Board of Arbitrators to whom the original owners had referred their
conflicting claims,

The originel plat it is interesting to observe, was signed on
February 28, 1849, by the following persons as proprietors: Louis Roberts,
Devid Lembert, Henry Jeckson, B. W, Brunson, Chas. Cavilier, Henry H. Sibley,
J. W, Bass, A. L. Larpenteur, Wm. H. Forbes, J. W. Simpson, Henry C. ®hodes,
L. H, La Roche, J. B. Coty, and Vetal Guerin. This was all Saint Peul laid
out on the 28th of April 1849, except Hoyt's Addition of 28 acres, where
the stakes had just been driven beyond the utmost ambition of settlement in

those days.
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Ninety acres of a town plot then to start with, for the area of
Saint Peul at the commencement of the decade., <+here were scattered huts
end a decent house or two outside of this, but the mass of buildings and
people end all the little business wes on ninety acres.

On November l1lst, 1849, a bill passed the Legislature incorporating
the town of Saint Paul. It enacted "thet so much of said town as is in-
cluded within the original plat made by Ira Brunson together with Rice &
Irvine's addition, be and the same are hereby created & town corporate,"
an area of 290 acres altogether,

By another act passed on March 31, 1851, the corporete limits were
extended to include Bazille & Guerin's addition, Roberts end Randall's

addition, Hoyt's addition, Whitney & Smith's addition, a&s part of S. E. %

of Sec. 31 East of Hoyt's & Whitney & Smith&s additions=-the S.W. % of Sec.

32, town 29, range 22, and lot 15 in section 5, tovm 28, range 22. An
additional area of about 200 acres more, or 500 acres in all.

By act of March 4th, 1854, the city of St. Paul was incorporated,
with limits extended to Dayton's Cave, on the East, and nearly to Fountain
Cave, on the southwest, with a zigzag rear boundary conforming to section
lines, and embracing about 2400 acres.

By ect of the Legislature grenting the new charter of 1858, these
boundaries were further extended so that now the Western limit of the city
runs due north and south for two and three guarter miles==its Northern
boundary due East and West for three miles--its Western due North and South
for about a mile=-while its Southern boundary along the river, is nearly
four miles long, end embraces the islands in the Mississippi opposite the
city, known as Boal, Ames,' Lemb's, Raspberry, Bames and Harriet Islands.
The whole present area being sbout 3200 acres.

BUSINESS OF REGISTER OF DEEDS

We may serve in this connection to show the sactivity in transactions
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in Real Estate within the ten years past, that the number of Deeds recorded
in the Register's office within theat period is 13,500, filling twenty=-three
Record books which will average 700 pages each, including one or two books
copied by our first Register, Dr. Day, from the old Stillweter Books of St.
Croix county.. The number of Mortgeges, Bonds end other instruments, will
count near 8,000, making 21,500 instruments of Kecord in the Register's
office of Remsey County. About one half the real estate of Ramsey County is
free and clear of all incumbrences; of the other half on a large proportion
the incumbrences ere light and temporary, about one-fifth only of the whole
amount being embarressed.

The office of Register employs four clerks besides the Register.
In 1849 three little books embraced the whole apparatus of the office.

COMPARATIVE PRICES OF HEAL ESTATE

Goodhue on his arrivel found Lots et the lower end of Third Street
where the little business and large hopes were principelly concentrated
held at the preposterous price of from $100 to $200. The same lots are now
worth $200 and $300 per foot front, and from ten to twenty thousand dollars
for fifty foot front. From Lembert's little house, where the Bank of Minne-
sota stands now, up to the corner of Websshaw street Lots were held at §75,
now to be bought for $10,000, Further up on Saint Anthony Street, as lots

receded from the "business centre,"

viz: Jackson's saloon, they decreased
in value till according to a well authenticated anecdote of the time it was

hard to some people to accept them as a gift. Henry M. Rice in 1849 gave

Billy D, Phillips & lot on St. Anthony Street, near Edgerton's Bank, and

Billy graciously accepting thet "slight testimonial"™ of the donor's dis-

tinguished consideration, charged him a dollar for making out the deed.
Three years afterwards, Billy sold the same lot for $1800; it is
now worth $6,000.,

In April, 1851, Goodhue says, “"considerable operations in real
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estate have recently transpired in Saint Paul, with rather an upward tend-

ency. # lot 115 feet by 50, edjoining our office, ZEhen on Bench street,

near the old Post office,/ held last. year (850) ati%OU, afterwards sold at

$180, changed hands last week for $350." It is now worth thirty times that
sum.

In 1851, Col. D. A. Robertson bought the lot at the northeastern
corner of Wabashaw and Third Streets, for $200, In 1858, in the height of
the finencial revulsion, he sold it for $10,000 cash.

Two lots on the opposite corner, the éeﬁt of the old Sligo Iron
Store, were purchased in 1848, by Wm. B. Brown, who recently died in West
St. Paul, for a dilapidated horse and buggy worth perheps $150 or $175.

The property measures 100 feet on Third street, by 150 on Wabashew. In
1852, it was offered for $2000, In 1859, at the prices given in 1858 for
lots on the opposite cormer, it is worth $20,000 cash, and probably could
not be bought for that.

ASSESSED AND REAL VALUE OF EREAL ESTATE

Assessors eppraisals of real estate, though they do not give the
actual valuation, are very valuable measures of the actual valuation, that
is to say they preserve a general and nearly uniform average reletive to
the real value.

Assessments of real estate for example as they are conducted here,
do not indicete what lots are held at or whet they will sell at, but whet
will affqrd the best possible basis of texation. The competition among
real estate owners in depreciating the taxable basis, produces ean eavereage
result on the assessor's estimates of about 33 per cent below minimum
value, and in hard times & good deal more than that,.

The progressive valuation of real estate in St. Paul, as indicated
by the assessor's estimates, have then this authoritative effect, that they

f£811 fer within the truthe. But let us teke their estimetes as we find
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them, and concede the generous margin to the utmost range of possible de-
pression. In the assessed valuation of the property of St. Croix County,

Minnesota, teken in July 1849, the second district including Seint Paul

and Point Douglas, is put down for these figures:

Real Estates o ¢ o ¢« o o ¢ o o 106,422
Personal Propertye o« o o o « o & 69,836

Four fifths of this may be safely ewarded to Saint Paul, in the
period in question, and es now bounded, to wit:
REAT SR CRED e Noa: wa: i ol coy bl oy $85,000
Personal Propertys « « « o o o« 55,000
§140,000
Of the reel estate estimate & large proportion was of course made
up of the ferming and other lands, lying at that time outside the township
as originally leid out and incorporated.
The following table shows the assessed valustion of real estate

in Saint Paul for the last ten years:

Year Assessment Increese percent

1849 $ 85,000

1853 723,534

1854 1,300,000

1855 1,867,000 45.6

1856 3,287,220 76.00

1857 6,457,285 96.5

1858 6,929,520 6.8

The marginel ratus of increese faithfully indicate the steps of
expansion up to the crisis of 1857, end the sudden arrest of the upward
movement at thet point, reined in to a slower gait, $6,929,520 for 3,200
scres, containing 10,080 lots, at an average therefore of $650 per lot.

Eleven years ago, end for & large part ten years ego, this whole
3,200 scres was purchesed at the Chippewes end Stillwater lend offices, for
the sum all told of $4,000; slthough thet price of course does not indicate

its value et the time, but it does indicate its value and more then its

value two years before that time.
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WORTHLESSKESS OF THE ASSESSMENTS OF MOVABLE PROPERTY

Since 1854, partial assessments have been mede of the Banking,
Mercentile and Miscellaneous Business Capitel of the City. Assessments
of Real Estate relating to property with a fixed and known value, ere
relieble measures of reletive valuation. Assessments of personal property
under the above divisions as they are made in this city are elmost totally
illusory end worthless. A single speciment of the mouner in which these
eppraisals of merchendise are mede will suffice.

A hardware merchant with a stock certeinly of not less than twenty
théusanﬁ dollars in his store wes assessed for fifteen hundred dollars of
merchendise.

A cerpet merchant with a stock of at least of ten thousand dollers,
probebly much more then thet, was assessed for twenty-five hundred. V“thers
are assessed for full vaelue. Some whose stocks ere overrated have them cut
down by testifying on their oaths to real value. Such a system of eppraisals
as that, of course, not only affords no epproximetion to real value, but no
indication of it. In several years of the last decade the business steatistics
of the city have been partielly collected, end in one or two instences by
competent persons honestly desirous of arriving at the truth. The data thus
afforded compared with the appraisals of assessors enable us to ssy with
perfect confidence the assessed veluation of merchendise must be multiplied
by four to produce the real minimum value.

What is celled banking capital in the assessor's tebles, relates
generally to privete cepital, owned by individual brokers, & sort of property,
which, epart from the inefficiency, mnegligence, or partialities which in=
fluence essessments of personel property in general is peculiarly and proverb-

ially inaccessible to texation. On the other hand seven-eighths of the benk-

ing cepital employed in St. Paul is not owned here, but is invested end con-

trolled by agents of cepitaelists ebrosd.
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“t is safe to say that the benking capital reached by the assessors,
does not emount to one-sixth of the whole emount employed in St. Paul; and
the seme might be said of most of the other descriptions of personal estate.
With these facts to bear in mind, we give the following table, showing the

assessed veluation of personel property in St. Paul, during the last five
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THE STEAMBOAT TRADE

Previous to 1823, the only means of water transportation above
Prairie du Chien were Mackinee boats. Mayor Kittson ceme up in one of these
in 1823, The sites of populous towns were then solitudes. It had been
supposed thet the Rock Islend Rapids would prove a barrier to navigation.
But the Virginie, one of the boats recently introduced in the Mississippi,
dissepated this illusion. This steamer, 118 feet long and drawing 6 feet
of water, arrived at Mendote in Mey, 1823, with Major Taliafero the Indian
agent among its passengers, also County Beltraine, who afterwerds explored
what he called the Indien sources of the Mississippi. The excitement
created emong the Indiens by the arrival of this enormous waterspout--
their terror at its epproach--their panic and flight when she commenced
blowing off steesm--heve often been related.

After the success of this experiment, one or two boats came
annually with supplies for the Fort eand Indien trade. In 1844=--when the
first record was made of the arrivels, by Philender Prescott, Esq., of

Fort Snelling=--the number of arrivals hed increased to 4l.

The little steamboats Otter, (Capt. Harris,) Rock River end Lynx

were then the prinecipal boats in trede.

In 1847, the first reguler steamboat trade was established between




Saint Paul

Galene end Mendote touching et St. Paul, by way of encouraging the little
settlement. In this year the Galena Packet Company wes orgenized, con-
sisting of Cempbell & Smith, Brisboe, & Rice, H. L. Dousman, H. H. Sibley,
end M. ¥, Lodwick.

A smell steamboat of 60 tons burthen, of the shrieking, high

pressure pettern, epproprietely named the "Argo" was the first boat put into

trede by the new company, the modest beginning of the splendid fleet thst
has since been meintained under their auspices by the profits of the trade.
The Argo ren till October, when it was sunk by & sneg near Wabashew,

In the summer of 1848, the "Dr. Frenklin" succeeded the lost bosat.
She was selected to beat the "Senator" of St. Louis. Those who remember
her will be amused.

In 1849, the Senator was edded to the line, under Capt. Orrin
Smith.

In the fall of that year, the Senator was replaced by the Nominee,
femous es & temperance boat--snd & splendid boat for those deys=-under Capte
Smith, now President of the Packet Company.

The Ben Campbell was built in the winter of 1851, end ren part of
the summer of 1852. In 1849, '50 and '51, the Packet line ren twice a week;
in 1852, three times a week.

In the summer of 1852, & great steamboet contest followedy the
Herrises running the New St. Paul against the Pecket Company. In the fall,
the boats consolidated. In 1854, built three new steamers; six trips a
week were made. During this eeason the old Dr. Franklin and Nominee were
unfortunately sunk.

In June, 1856, the opening of the Galene and Chicago Union “ail=-
road gave a great impetus to the trade.

In 1856, the number of boat was increased by the addition of the

Northern Belle end Gremnite Stete. The Lady Franklin was lost during the
LY [+
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summer.

In the winter of 1856, the Dubuque line of boats was consolidated
with the Packet Company. The Dunleith line of three splendid boats was
established. The Preirie du Chien, Hudson and St. Paul Company also put .on
three boats in the treade opened in the spring of 1857, by the completion
of the Milwaukee and Mississippi Railroad.

During the past year a St. Louis Packet Compeny has been orgenized
with a splendid line of boats. The errivals from St, Louis last year were
172, & fact which shows the importance of the trade.

The following teble shows the growth of the trade since 1844:

First Boat No. of River Length
Arrivels Closed of Season

1844 April 6 41 Nove. 231 days
1845 L, » 48 o O O,

1846 March 31 24 Dec. 245
1847 April 7 47 Nov. 236
"

1848 " 63 Dec. 241
1849 April 9 95 : o 243
1850 o PR 194 " 239
1851 4 119 Nov. 238
1852 16 171 ¥ : 216
1853 11 200 ) 233
1854 8 256 223
1855 17 560 217
1856 18 857 212
1857 May 1 1,026 198
1858 Merch 25 1,068 236

The average length of the navigable season is shown to be 230 deys.
The number of errivels in 1848 was 63; in 1858 it was 1,068.

The number of boats in the trade 1,848 was two, with a tonage of 240
tons. In 1858 the number of boats was 62, in the midst of an unparallel
business depression, with ean aggregete tonnage of 12,703 tons, nearly ell in
the reguler trade. The following table will show the distribution of this
tonnage, and teken in comnection with the arrivels will show the amount of

tredes
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From Praeirie du Chien ecescssccsccses 977 186 arrivals

From Galena and Dubuque...-......... 3,141 293 -

From St. Louis and Ohio Riveressssee 7,065 172 L,

From Minnesote RiVereesseessscsceees 1,254 393 .

From Ste. Croix and elsewhereesssescecs 265 30 s

THE MINNESQOTA RIVER TRADE

The summer of 1850 witnessed the commencement of navigetion on this
stream. In June 1850, the Anthony Weyne made & trip, and enother in July,
going nearly to Menketo. The water was very high that year, end invited
boats of larger dimensions to the experiment, The "Wayne" wes followed by
the Nominee end the Yankee, the latter going up nearly to the mouth of the
Cottonwood river.

In 1851, three boats went up the river.

In 1852, the trade was sufficient to maintein one boat regularly.
The Sioux purchase then opening to country to settlement, the business hes
rapidly increased.

In 1855, the arrivals from the Minnesota were 119=--in 1857, 292, and

last year, 393.

The navigetion of the Upper Mississippi and Red River, being now in

its infancy and intimetely comnected with the prospective development of the
Northwest, will be referred to under another heading.
LOCAL COMMERCIAL RELATION OF ST. PAUL

Its Generasl Geogrephy -- Saint Paul is situated in latitude 44 deg.
52 min. 36 sec., at the commercial head of navigation on the Mississippi,
five miles below the mouth of the Minnesote river, nine miles below the Falls
of St. Anthony by lend, and about fourteen by the windings of the river.
According to Nicollet, it is 2183 miles from the mouth of the Mississippi,
in the Gulf of Mexico, end 708 miles from its source in Northern Minnesote.

COMMERCE OF THE MINNESOTA VALLEY
It is the situetion of Saint Paul, as commending the mouth of the

Minnesote river, which fixes its local predominence as the commerciel terminus
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of continuous navigetion on the Mississippi.

Boats may ascend a few miles higher, and in high stages of weter
it is possible for steamboats of light draught to reach within a mile or
two of the Falls of St. Anthony, but the navigation above Fort Snelling is
precarious end uncertein, and below thet point, the shore line presents no
other situstion than St. Paul which combines the adventage of commanding
the outlet of the Mimnesota, with the shortest lend communicetion with the
Upper Mississippi. It is not then from any accident that Saint Paul is
the fixed limit of steambost communicetion with the south.

The outlet of the Minnesota Valley is of itself & striking commer-

m

cial position. The Minnesote river dreins one of the most fertile sections
of Minnesota, embracing twenty-five counties which conteins one=third of the
whole population of the Stete. The river in good stages of water, presents
an uninterruped navigation for boats of three or four hundred tons to Patter-
son's Repids, a distance of over 300 miles, In low stages a narrow ledge of
sandstone, some forty-five miles above its mouth obstructs nevigation. An
expenditure of ten thousand dollars, would remove every obstecle to navigation
in the Minnescta in the lowest steges of water, for a distence of 320 miles.
Before 1850 no steamboat had ever ascended the Minnesota, when its navigaebility
for boets of the largest size was demonstrated by S. B, Yankee and others.

The rapid increase of the steamboat trade of the Minnesota river
since 1851, shows more then anything else, the value of the Minnesota river
as an adjunct of the commerce of St. Paul. In 1851 three boats went up the
river; in 1852 the trade was sufficient to maintain one boat regularly;
in 1855 the arrivels from the Minnesote river at St. Paul was 119, in 1857,

2923 in 1858, 293.

The Minnesota river flowing into the lep of Saint Peul, with this

tributery volume of trade, may be regarded as the left arm of our commerciel

position. At present considerably more then one-half of the wholesale trede
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of Saint Paul is with the Minnesote Velley. It is estimated that exclusive
of trenshipments, yielding commissions on meny thousand tons of freight,

annually stored and forwerded, that at least a million of dollars worth of

merchandise is now supplied to the Minnesote Valley from St. Paul.

THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER TRADE

Above the Falls of St. Anthony, two stesmboats of & small size run
regulerly to Saint Cloud and Sauk Hepids, & distence of 956 miles. From this
to Little Repids, & further distence of 40 miles, it is agein navigable by
steam; thence to Pokegama Fells in high water, & distence of nearly 400 miles
--meking an aggregate navigable chein of 535 miles above the Falls of St.
Anthony in three links.

In the summer of 1858, the Anson Northrup, a small steamer of 60
tons burthen, was pushed by its owner, of the same name, over the Sauk end
Little Repids, and ascended from the latter point, without difficulty, to
within a few miles of Pokegama Fells; thus demonstrating the velue of the
upper Mississippi as & channel of trede.

A well organized steamboat and intermediate shipping connection,
would utilize this whole navigeble distence as a commercisl thoroughfare,

As yet the whole distance above Sauk HRepids is unsupplied with steamboeting.

Nevigetion, however, is liasble to interruptions in seasons of
draught. On this eccount, the weight of transportstion end travel from ot.
Paul, is by land carriage.

St. Paul supplies annuelly, about $800,000 in merchendise to the upper
Mississippi Valley, exclusive of merchandise forwarded from the levees. There
hes been during the last year, & marked increase in the wholesale trade of
St. Paul with the Mississippi Velley.

Some merchants, long in trede, have more then trebled their business

with the growing settlements of this region.
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THE RED RIVER AND NORTHWESTERN TRADE

The first experiment in using the Red Kiver as & chemnel of commer-
cial communication is now in progress. The machinery of the Anson Northrup,
abo e referred to, in March last and during the pending month was trensported
from Crow Wing to the Red River at Shayenne, where parties are now engeged
in reconstructing her hull and fitting her up for the navigation of this
stream. From Breckinridge to Pembina the navigable distance on this stream
is 417 miles., It is & hundred miles further to Leke Winnipeg, which is 200

miles long. The whole navigable distance on this river, its tributaries,

end Leke Winnipeg is 900 miles. The nevigable reaches beyond this belong to

enother topic.

The Selkirk settlement, situated 60 miles north of the American
boundary, contains a population of over 6,000 souls, Scotch, French end Half=-
Breeds, pertielly devoted to agriculture, but in the main connected with the
fur trade operations of the Hudson Bey Compeny. This settlement was established
in 1813 by Lord Selkirk. The stringent commercial monopoly of the Company has
heretofore prevented the free commercial development of this interesting commun-
ity

The goods heretofore imported by the Hudson Bay Compeany vie Hudson
Bay, are about $300,000 per year, which has been distributed along the posts
on the tributaries to Leke Winnipeg. The gross value of the furs exported
in return, has been at least §1,800,000,

Before 1844 this whole trade was forced through the difficult and un=-
natural channel of Nelson's River to Hudson's Bay, where an annuel ship con-
veyed the furs to England. In 1844, Normen W, Kittson, now Mayor of St.

Peul, sterted a post at Pembina, on the international frontier.

The emount of cepital invested in the first venture, in 1844, was

only about $2,000, and the gross proceeds of the furs collected in return,

scarcely exceeded $1400, The next two years' operations involved & similer
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loss, the proceeds of furs collected in 1855 being only some $3,000, ageainst
an investment in merchandise, etc., of $4,000--and of furs in 1846, of $5,000,
ageinst a cepitel invested, of $6,000, From this time, however, the stream
of trade begen to turn in the direction of the Mississippi Valley, and to
break over the artificial barriers interposed by the Compeny. In 1850 the
trade had increased so as to involve a consumption of goods to the extent of
$10,000 and the proceeds in furs were at lesst §15,000. Five years later,

(in 1855) the Pembina ocutfit engaged an expenditure of $24,000, with a return
in furs of nearly $40,000,

The importance of the trade at this time seemed to demand & special

depot at St. Paul, eand accordingly in this year, the firm of Forbes and Kittson

wes orgenized, principelly on this basis, end Mr. Kittson abandoning the sub-
ordinate outfit to younger traders, took up his residence in this city,=--and
the enterprising firm of Culver & Farrington soon after established an agency
'in the same lucrative district.

In 1856 the total furs received at St., Paul from this source smounted
to nearly 76,000, being nearly four-fifths of the whole fur trade of St. Paul.

The total velue of the furs which passed through St. Paul houses in
1857 for exportation below amounted to $180,000--of which at least two-thirds,
of $120,000, was the product of the Red River Valley. Last year, owing to
the partial failure of the Buffalo-=the most important crop of furs--the re-
ceips were lighter, and did not perhaps exceed $100,000, But the carts which
are laden with furs form but a small part of the immense caravans which now
annually set out from the Ked River Colony to St. Paul. The loaded carts,

Fa)

five hundred which lezst fall arrived at St. Paul, did not exceed one=-
fourth of the whole number. The rest arrived empty, and returned to the

settlement laden with merchandise purchased--not by exchanges of furs--but

by direct outlays of money.
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The emount of money brought to St. faul from the Selkirk settle-
ment by the arrivals of the last season was at least equal in value to the
fur product--or about ¥100,000.

The carts, like the marine tonnage in a particular trade, afford a
valuable measure of the growth of the trade. In 1844 the carts which ac-
companied Mr. Kittson to Mendota to convey the results of his first season's
business at Pembine, were only six in number.

In 1857 the aggregate arrivals were currently stated at 600 carts.
These carts are light wooden vehicles, dravm generally by oxen harnessed
singly in shafts with a rude gearing of raw hide, each carrying about 700
1bs weight; 400 carts came last year from the British possessions, not laden
with furs, but with an equivalent of money. The immediate abolition of &
duty of 1254 per cent., now levied on importation of British furs ecross the

boundary, is necessary for the full development of this trade,

it will thus be seen the whole trade of the Red fiver Valley in

spite of all the opposition of the Hudson Bay Company, is seeking St. Paul
at its inevitable outlet.,

FurthQrmore the Hudson Bay Compeny has itself abendoned the old
cenoe and portage routes ﬁLfough British Territory. Last year 60 packages
of the goods of that Company were trensmitted by way of experiment from
New York via St. Paul,

So satisfactory was the results that this year the whole or nearly
the whole RedRiver import of the Company is to be forwarded by this route.
A letter from the "chief officer of the Company published in this paper last
winter, apprised the ﬁublic that errengements were being mede to forward
several hundred tons of freight through this chennel.

The distance by land from Saint Paul to Pembina is 448 by the

o

nearest route. <he introduction of steamboat navigation on the Red River

this spring will reduce the land trensportation for goods by this route to
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a distance of 216 miles, which it is praciceble still further to reduce by
the navigeble distances of the Mississippi from Crow Wing downward, to a
total land carriage of 90 miles,

If the full evailable steamboat capacity of the Upper Mississippi
were used, the following would be the relative distances of land and water

carriage:

From St. Paul to St. Anthony « « «
From St. Anthony to St. Cloud. « «
Land Portage above Rapids. ¢ « « &
From Seuk Rapids to Little Falls .
POI'JGF‘.E:B-..--OQ...OQ--
From Little Falls to Crow Wing . .
From Crow Wing to Sheyenne.. « . . 85
From Sheyenne to Fort Garry. « « «
Total 98
Entire Transportation
Involving four transhipments, too meny to be profitable. Accordingly the
full development of this trade cennot be enticapted till the Minnesota and
Pacific Reilroed Company heve completed to the Red River, the St. Paul end
Breckinridge road now in course of construction.

The competition of this trade will not only pour the whole present
trade of the Red Kiver Velley, with ennual interchanges of British Goods
and Hudson Bay Company furs, amounting as above stated to 1,800,000, but
will stimulate the growth of that region, end with facilities for reaching
merket, develop its splendid agricultural capacities, and gradually build
up prosperous communities based on a thriving husbandry with St. Paul of
their trade. But its present resources are sufficient for a large trade.

PRESENT RESQUCRES OF THE RED RIVER TRADE
The total population of Half-Breeds and Indians in British America,

Northwest of Seint Paul, is set down at 158,000. To supply this populetion

the Hudson Bay Company have amnually introduced only %300,000 worth of goods,

or ebout $1.80 per head. Now the experience in our Indian trade shows an
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average consumption of #40 per head. This indicates a demand northwest of
Saint Paul now, for $6,160,000 worth of importations; or at $12 per head
there is still a demend for over $1,896,000, to be supplied mainly through

St. Paul.

Let us consider the sources of profitable intercouse in the present

state of the country. The hunters from the Red River settlement alone,
annually kill 25,500 buffaloes; each animel will at & minimum average, produce
forty pounds of tallow, which at ten cents per pound would meke $1,000,000;
hides $3, $75,000. The tongues and beef if cured for exportation, would
produce at least $400,000 more. All this is now wated for want of a market.
In eddition, it is seid that 150,000 buffaloes are annually slaughtered by

the Indiens in the valley of the Saskeatchewan--thousands wantonly and for
nothing but their tongues.

Now if the Indian could sell the tellow and carcass of these
enimals, this vast waste of commercial staples would stop. And with such
facilities of steam communication with St. Paul, as would meke the trade
profitable, $3,355,000 would be added to the trade of St. Paul from the
North-west, and St. Paul would be the greatest exporter of hides and tallow
in the world., All this in addition to the fur trade of $1,800,000, which
under proper competition could be trebled. Such, in advence of any further
colonization, are the resources which sre opening for the commerce of S5t.
Paul in the great North-west.

TOWN AND CITY OF ST. PAUL

By act of the Territorial Legislature of Nov, 1, 1846 the Town

of Saint Paul was incorporated--the corporete domain econsisting of "Saint

" and Rice & Irvine's addition--290 acres in gll,

Paul Proper,
At an election held on May 6th, 1850, the following officers were

elected to the offices designated in the charter: T. . Potts, President;

r

Edmund Rice, Recorder; Mr. Rice resigning, H. ¥. Masterson was eppointed
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Recorder.

“t would be interesting to reprint the names connected with the

old town esdministration, but want of space compels us to omit them, In
1851 Robert Kennedy was elected President of the Town Boarde. In 1852 and
1853, B, Wi, Lott was President.

In 1854 the City of Paint Paul was incorporated. David Olmsted
was the first Mayor; in 1855-6, Alex Ramsey was Mayor; in 1856-7, George
L. Becker, in 1857-8, J. B. Brisbin, were Mayors. In 1858 the city received
e new charter from the Legislature, extending its limits to the present area
of 3,200 acres, and N, W, Kittson was elected Mayor.

It is interesting to note that the old towm records are lost, and
that the only recorded vestige of the existence of such a corporation is a
debt of $9,000, which it faithfully trensferred to the city.

The city government hes generally been efficient, economicel and
faithful. # review of the leading enterprises carried on by the city, and
the valuable improvements it has made, is necessarily crowded over.

FINANCIAL CONDITION=-=-IMPROVEMENTS

The following table will show the receipts into the City Treasury,

for each year during the last five years:
1854 P 14,386
18565 18,720
1856 40,550
1857 104,724
1858 86,025
The ebove sums were derived from following sources:
Taxes collected. $ 204,751
Wharfage « « « & 24,015
Licenses « « « 26,485

Police fines . 9,162

Uther sources. 7,000
$ 371,413

Interests.
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Board of Education. b 24,878

Warda' s o o #' % 6 & 94,000

City Improvements . 110,000

Certificates bale. « » 43,400

General expense « . . 144,600
§ 434,405

Expeditures over receipts . . . ¢ 162,992

To cover which the City has the following, viz:

BOIIdS Outstmding *® & & & 4 & 8 e * k,!" 1‘15,&‘)00
Se l‘ip Out stalldiﬂg ® o s o @ ® e ¢ o @ 20,000
Present Debt of City. ¢« « o« &« $ 160,000

Wie have the following in regard to City end Ward improvements:

By wards from ward funds. « « « « $ 94,000
® City from City funds ¢« ¢ « « o 110,000
Paid by private property improved 125,000

Total amount expended

during five years, for

improvements <« ¢ ¢ » » o $ 329,000

The average annual expenses of the City Government, exclusive of public
improvements, is $28,926,

Since the inauguration of the City Government it has graded over
seven miles of streets, and a half a mile of levee, through a bluff seventy
feet high; it has laid over ten miles of plank sidewalks; four and half
miles of ges pipe; and meny miles of culvert and subterranean sewerage;

it has built a capacious City Hell and three handsome school edifices of

stone, established an effective fire dep&rtmenf, with two first class engines,

end built the two engine houses to keep them from getting wet, it has built
e splendid bridge seventeen hundred feet in length eacross the Mississippi;
and with ean aggregate expenditure of §$329,000 for improvements in five years,
its bonds have better credit in New York than any other city West of the
Alleghanies,
PRIVATE AND PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT IN 1857 AND 1858

Saint Paul has written her reply to the auguries of the Great

Eevﬁlsion of 1857 in enduring stone. Indeed, one effect of the revulsion

of 1858, by cheapening labor end material has been to stimulate improvement.
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Contracts for building have been thirty-three per cent., lower than in 1857,

A large addition has been made to the number of private residences,
and the finest, and most costly of our commercial buildings heve been erected
since then; and to such an extent as to tell favorably on the question of rents,
We are indebted for the figures given below to & thorough Cenvass of the City

on behalf of the Chember of Commerce by Amos W, Hall, for the First Ward, Vim,

C. Gray for the “econd end lhird, esnd Ald. H, J. Taylor for the Fourth, who

kindly volunteered for the occasion. We avail ourselves of the report of
Wm. C..Gray, Esq., to the President of the Chamber:

1857
No. of Bldgse. Cost

First Ward. 132 $210,000
Second " . 98 187,200
Mind . s 63 144,300
Fourth " . 50 50,000

$591,500

First Ward. $130,800
Second " . 149,500
i N 135,000
Fourth . 74,000

1857. . $591,500
1858, . 313 489,300
$T,080, 800

In addition to the above, the following structures of a public character
were erected during 1857 end 18683

Ten Churches, 0osting « o = ¢ o o & » b 100, 000

The County Jail and addition. « + + & 81,800

Three Engine houses + « o s o o ¢ o 6,100

Three School HouBe8 o« &+ & s a2 s 's = 30,000

St. Paul Bridge across the Mississippi,

will be completed within 30 days. « « 140,000
Total s & o @ & v v e & 357,900

All improvements above noted, for '57
and'ﬁ@.....o.......-- - 1,080,800
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Total improvements in two years of

greatest commercial depressione « « « ¢ ¢ o o $ 1,438,700

To this must be added the sums expended during the same period by
the city in grading and opening streets in building sewers and sidewalks,
extending Levee, etc. Of these $133,153 was expended in 1857, and $74,777
in 1858, or a total in the last two years of §208,930, equal to two-thirds
of the whole improvement made in the last five years. Of this $20,000 has
been expended in the extemsion end improvement of the levee.

This will meke a grand total for eity improvements, in two years,
of $1,647,630.

THE SATNT PAUL BRIDGE

James M, Goodhue was the first to advocate a Bridge to umnite the
opposite banks of the Mississippi at this point. The Saint Paul Bridge
Company was incorporated in 1854. Its charter was amended in 1856. Work
was commenced upon the piers in June of that year, but the monetary crash
intervening, the stockholders concluded to suspend operations till the
finencial depression should heve passed. In the meantime the City of St.
Peul was suthorized by the Legislature of 18568 to lend the Bridge Company
her bonds for #100,000 to aid in construction. This was done, end in June
'58 the work re-commenced with renewed ectivity, and is now nearly completed.
It consists of a frame of trestle work resting on eight piers, decreasing

in elevation from St. Paul to the other shore, the floor being gently in-

clined plane, 1t is 1690 feet in length, the spen over the main chennel

being 300 feet wide, end eighty feet above the water. The piers contain
4,500 cubic yards of solid masonry, and there is over 800,000 feet of timber
in the superstructure, and a hundred tons of iron in its fastenings. _1ts
completion will £ill up the chasm which has so long divided the adjscent
county of Dgkota from St. Paul, and if made free, as it will be, will secure

a large trade now diverted to other cheannels. The officers of the Company
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are Wme &, Marshall, President; Peter Berkey, Treasurer; D. A, Robertson,
Re B. Wilson, A. Ramsey, B. F. Hoyt, Directors; and W He Wolff, Director
for the City; Jas. S. Sewell, Engineer; W, He Kelly,Secretary.

SCHOOLS OF ST. PAUL

A detailed history of Schools which we have prepared, must, for
want of space, be cut down to & concise exhibit of their present condition.
In the spring of 1849, the little semi-mission School of Miss H. E. Bishop,
established by her in 1847, under circumsteances very credible to her courage
end perserverance was the only school existing.

The Schools multiplied rapidly, after 1849, end in 1851 were re-
organized under a School Lew passed in 1849, lMr. Neill being appointed
superintendent.

In 1856, the affairs of Lducation in the city were entrusted to a
Board of Education, incorporated by the Legisleture--concurrently with the
City Government. In 1858, by a speciasl issue of Uity Bonds, the Board
built three fine stone edifices for the different School Districts at a

cost of $30,000, as elegant in their exterior, end complete in their in-

terior apartments es the model Schools of the East.

The report of the Principel gives the following attendance at the
Public Schools:
Washington Schools « « « « 221
Adam,S . . - L] L] L] L . - - 182
Jeffersone « s o o o o o o 197
Eight Street Primary « « o« 64
Total. 664
Besides the Public Schools are several perochiel Schools, two connect-
ed with the Catholic Church, one with the Episcopal, one Female Academy under
the supervision of the Rev, Mr. Kiheldaffer, and severel private Schools
besides.

There is also one incorporated Institution, the College of St. Paul,

with a hendsome edifice of stone for its preparatory mele depertment.
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The whole school ettendance of the public, parochial end select
schools is about 800,
INCREASE IN MERCANTILE BUSINESS
Probably the united stock on hand of the ten little peddling con-
cerns open here when the Pioneer first went to press in St. Paul, did not
exceed $50,000, and the whole annusl business counting the large increase
at the close of thet year, was estimeted et $131,000,

The following "Business Directory,"

published in the first number
of the Pioneer, April 28, 1849, gives the whole business of the place:
Attorneys-~David Lambert, Williem D, Phillips.

Physician=-=John J, Dewey.

Hotels-=Saint Paul House, J. W, Bass; A. Northrup, Rice House;

Boarding House, Latt Moffat.

Dry Goods end Groceries--Deniel Hopkins, Henry Jackson, W. H,

T

Forbes, J. ¥

+ Simpson, Olmsted & Rhodes, Fuller & Bro.; Snow and Holmes.

Blacksmiths==Jos. Merton, D, C. Taylor, Wm. H. Nobles.

House Builders=-Thomas McCag, Jesse Pomroy, C. P. V., Lull, Morrison
& Foster, Wm. Fisher, Chas, Bazille.

Forwarding end Commission--R, P. Russell, N, Myrick, Freemen,
Lerpenteur & Co.

Shoemeker=-~Hugh McCann,

Painter--McBoal and Gilbert.

Surveyor end Justice of the Peace--B, W. Brunson.

Plasterer=--John R. Irvine,

During the summer there arrived Elfelt & Bro., ". H. Tracy & Co.,

Co., end others with stocks of goods, which swelled the business
Veer.
In 1859, the gross ennual imports of merchandise for.Saint Paul,

exclusive of transhipments, is not less then three millions of dollers,
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and the number of establishments have increased from ten to two hundred.
0Of course every possible description of merchendise were included

under the comprehensive designation of Dry-=Goods and Groceries, end the

ostentation pretence of "forwarding and commission,"” covered in part a

peddling traffic in beads and moccasins, and rot-gut, with some spoiled

ham or obsolete butter. The repid increase of business, however, soon

brought with it the specific classifications in which we find it now arrsnged.

Groceries and Provisions--Wholesale and Commission==All the for=-
warding end commission warehouses on the levee are engaged lergely in this
line of business; and close the season with heavy importations for winter
supply. Their stocks are usually the heavier descriptions of provisions,
as pork end flour, etc., also grain, liquors, oils, etc. These esteblishments
number thirteen. Their eggregete amnuel importetions, exclusivé of tranship=-
ments are about $150,000,

Third and Robert streets are the principal seats of the general trade
in groceries end provisions. The esteblishments in addition to those named
above number thirty-five, which of course includes none of the numerous little

reteil shops in the back streets, stuck in the most unexpected neighborhoods.
Some of these esteblishments do en ennusl business of over $75,000, and deal
largely in wholesale supplies for the Minnesota valley esnd Upper Mississippi.
The snnuel importations and gross sales in this business, including the levee
business, exceeds $850,000,

Dry Goods.--The Dry Goods establishments (exclusively) number 14,
which keep en average stock on hand of $35,000==replenished by semi-annual
purchases at New York end Philadelphia, and current summer orders. The dry
goods trade for this year is likely to reech a million of dollars, as every
house in the city has increased its purchases this year, from one eighth
to one-fourth more themn previous years.

Books end Shoes--Thirteen stores, whose average stock in hand is
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about $50,000, and whose gross ennual sales are about $100,000C,

HARDWARE, AGRICULTURAL IMPLEME
STOVES AND TINWARE

The first Herdware deslers in St. Paul were J. McLeod & Brothers,
who opened up in the spring of 1850 in whet hed been Forbes' Sioux Outfit,
a little log shanty on the Bench street bluff, edjoining Jeckson's famous
cebin. Their whole stock was contained in a trunk or two, end was worth
about $50. Lxpanding with the city, their business has grown till it now
occupes one of the handsomest stone blocks in the city. There are now seven
establishments in their line whose average stock is about $130,000, in-
clusive of three or four stores which deal in stoves, tinware, and agricultur-
al implements.

Iron.--Two stores; everage stock, $46,000; yearly business, §75,000;
done by Nichols & Berkey, on Webashew street, and Braden on Third.

Tin, anhd Copper, meinly.--The tin shops are three in number, with
en averege stock of $4,000, snd a business of $12,000, But the weight of the
business in tin end copper ware is done by the Hardware merchents, some of

whom maintain large tin shops.

Crockery end Gless Were.--The stores dealing exclusively or principelly

in this line are two--Richard Mervin and Pollock & Donaldson. Aversge stock,
$20,000; business done, §40,000, Mr, Marvin is the only exclusive dealer,
He imports his wares from Europe. Several of the grocery deelers keep assort-
ments in this line.

Saddlery and Herness.--Four establishments--aversage stock $20,000
--business done, $50,000.

Variety end Toy Shops.-~Twelve in number--average stock 30,000,
These stores neerly all deal in fruits, cigars and confectionery, end nearly
every conceiveble thing besides.

Leather and Findings--Three stores--aversge stock $25,000--business

$40,000,
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Carpets and Upholstery--Two stores deel exclusively in this line
--gverege stock $25,000--business $50,000,

Feed and Grain (exclusively) == Three stories=-aversge stock §10,000-~
business $40,000. The stock of these pleces is supplied principally from
the wholesale dealers on the Levee.

lMerchant Tailors--~The principel establishments where the goods are
menufectured to order are eight in number, with en average stock of $62,000,

Ready Made Clothing=--0f course this field is occupied exclusively

by gentlemen from Jderusalem, who, since they parted the garments of Christ

emong, them, seem to have gone extensively into the old eclothes business.
Their number hes been very much reduced sihce 1857 by the competition of
large cless of dealers. Whome number of stores about ten. Their average
stock is about $50,000, and they do & business of $60,000,

The Merchants Teilors, however, deal considerably in this line.

Jewelry, etc.-=-Seven establishments--average stock §$30,000, Bus-

$50,000,

Furniture-~Iive stores--averege stock $50,000--annuel business $80,000,
A large proportion of this furniture is manufectured here; the finer and more
costly descriptions only being imported,

Hats, Caps and Furnishing Goods.--Three exlusive dealers. Average
stock $165,000, Business $25,000, This line of merchandise is distributed
in great part esmong the Clothier and Dry Goods dealers.

Gunsmiths, etc.--Two stores, Business unknown, but probebly not ex-
ceeding 8,000 dollars.

Book Stores.--Four stores. 4#verage stock §35,000, Business, $50,000,
The dealers are Combs, Little, Von Ham, and Davenport.

Bakers.==Six Bakeries Known--probebly more., Business unknown.

Auvction Merchents.--Four stores. Amount of annusl sales $30,000,

Sewtelle, Kettering, Mervin, end Warner & Bro., are the Auctioneers,
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Livery Stables.--Six stebles. Capital, $120,000. These are large
end well appointed stables, end the livery which they turn out is unsurpassed
west of New York.

Drugs end Medicines.--Seven stores. Average stock $60,000, Business
done $120,000,

In 1849 Dr. Dewey kept & very smell drug store with Charley Cavileer,
on +hird Street; probebly $500 was not invested in the establishment. Some
dealers operate in oils, peints, glass, etc.

Paints and QOils.-=There is only one establishment deeling extensively
in paints and oils; that of Williems, on Third street. The business is in-
cluded in that of Drugs end Medicines.

Liquors, Wholesale.,==There has been & very remarkable and & very whole-
some decrease of these establishments. In 1857 they numbered l4; now they do
not number helf that. ZTheir business hes decreased in like proportion from
$100,000 to ebout $50,000,

Saloons.=--The liguor saloons which are in several instences connected
with respectable restaurants are about 30 in number. lheir averege stock ww
have no meens of determining.

Furs Wholesale and Retail.--The prinecipal dealers==the only dealers
in the fur trede proper--trading with the Indiens, are Culver & Farrington and
Forbes & Kittson. They are of course procured by the excheange of goods
peculiar to the Indian trade. Beside these, however, there are several large
purchasers partly for exportation, and partly for local supplye.

The stetistics of this trade will be elsewhere given. The small
reteil dealers in furs ere numerous, emong which the Jew clothiers figure
prominently, their furs being procured by skinning the Red River Half-Breeds

with pinch beck Jewelry.

Buffelo end Ret skins are the principasl varieties exported.

Thepe are also two furriers engeged in the manufacture of Fur Goods.
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RECAPITULATION

Wo Stores Annual Business

Groceries and Provisions. 47 $1,000, 000
Dr’:‘-'ﬁOOdS. ® e o o o o o 14 BOU,OOO
Boots end Shoes . « . 13 100,000
Hardwaree « « « o o 200,000
Crockery, etCes « o » 40,000
Saddlery, etces o o+ = 50,000
Variety and Toys. . 24,000
Leeather and Findings. . 40,000
Carpets end Upholstery. 50,000
Feed and Graine + « o 90,000
Ready made Clothing . . 60,000
JoWwelry o +. 4 o s = 50,000
Furpibure o o o0 80,000
Hats and Caps, etc. 25,000
Gunsmiths « o ¢ « o 8,000
Bockeboress & » & = 50,000
Boakeriese: « o s o »
Auction Merchants .
Drugs and Medicine. . » .
Peints and 0ils (exclusively
LYIGUOTrE | ¢ s e Gy Ve Tl o gty
Furs, Exporters .« « « « « « 180, 000
" Retaile o o o o o 9 4 = o 20,000
Totel. $3,097,000

30,000
100,000
10,000
50, 000

U IPOPRNMNIN~TIOWNWGDMNE NI

The total number of mercantile establishments being one hundred

end eighty, and the business done over $3,000,000, exclusive of the firms

doing & commission business, of which we have no estimetes. *he miscellen-

eous business, Hotel and Livery Stables, Sealoons, Restsurents, etc., would
swell the aggregate to nearly $5,000,000,

Menufectures.--With the exception of a large Sash and Door fectory,
with a business of $50,000; a Cerriage and Sleigh Factory, with a business
of §25,000, en Iron and Brass Foundry, with & business of $25,000; end & few
smell “heir, Broom, Furniture, end other similer establishments, and Steam
Sew Mills, St. Paul has little capital invested in menufectures--although
no eity in the West presents better inducements for those brenches of in-
dustry.

LUMBER TRADE OF SAINT PAUL
In 1858, there were five Mills in operation, cepable of cutting in

aggregate, 24,000,000 feet of lumber eannuelly, and a capacity for at
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least twenty millions of laths and shingles.

Besides these Mills, within the city limits, there were in oper=-
ation, in 1858, on the opposite side of the river, two mills in West St.
Paul, and Davis & Dion's mill at Kaposia, all of which furnished in the

agpgregate, about seven millions feet of lumber, which was consumed princi-

pelly in West St. Paul, but Messrs. Davis end Dion heve now e yerd in this

eity, so that their mill may be considered at the present time, as furnish-
ing its product of three end a half millions annually, for consumption in
this City.

There are also two Lumber Yards in the city, supplied with lumber
from Stillwater and St. Anthony, with ennual aggregate seles of from two
and & helf to three millions of feet.

APRIL 1849, AND APRIL 1859,=-
THEN AND NOW

On the 28th of April, 1849, the town of Saint Peul contained 90
scres of areas, comprising about 360 lots. ZTodey, the 28th of April, 1859,
it contsins 3200 acres or 12,800 lots.

Then, the veluation of this wEole 3200 acres did not exceed $80,000
or twenty-five dollars per ecre. Now at its assessed value it is worth $7,000,
000, over $2,000 per acre or $550 per lot, while its real value is twice that
estimate,

Then, the whole population of St. Paul was at the utmost 400, chiefly
French and Half Breeds. Now, it is over 15,000, Then the entire capitel
employed in mercentile business in St. Paul was not over $30,000,

Now, it is cover $2,000,000,

Then the whole number of stores were ten little peddling shanties,
where theyv sold everything, from & needle to & glass of liguor, to a fine
point blenket or & barrel of pork.

Now the whole number of stores is over 180, of which over 50 do a large

wholesale and jobbing business.
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Then, except two blacksmith shops, seven building mechanies, and
one tailor, there was not e single dollars' worth of anything manufactured
in St. Paul. Now the aggregate annual product of its menufactures emount
to $300,000,

Then we had in the year preceeding but 63 steamboet arrivals,

Now, our files show for lest year an egpgregete of 1068 arrivals.

Then two or three boats a week were regarded as en extrasordinary act=
ivity in the steambost trade.

Now, five or sic and sometimes & dozen boats arrive daily at our Levee,

Then, not e single boat had ever ascended the Minnescote River.

Now sixty boats are employed regularly in the trade.

Then, we had not even a well defined road to St. Anthony or Stillwater,

Now, St. Paul is the terminus on the Mississippi of four radieting
lines of railroad in process of construction, endowed with 3,500,000 acres of
the public lends, end a Stete credit of $3,500,000, end embrecing an aggregate
tributery system of 900 miles, of which 175 miles traverses the Minnesota
Valley in a southwesterly direction--112 miles comnecting with the letter at
lMendote==connects St. Paul with the Iowen system of railroads, and 620 miles

touching the navigable extremities of the Red River, and grasping the fertile

ereas and interocesnic development of the ultre Northwest.

Then, an Indien ceance formed our only ferry to the western shore
of the river. Now a steamboat of several tons burthen, teking the statistics
of last year, crosses every fifteen minutes. #“nd a bridge not till a year
afterwards the dream of Goodhue; now reers its substential arches, nearly
finished, from shore to shore, on the lofty columns of mesonry, ninety feet
above the weter, with a length of 1670 feet, end at & cost, when completed
of $140,000,

Then 150 feet of sloping benk at the foot of Jackson street, pressed

to the water's edge by the steep declivity of the hill, and resting at one end




on a bluff, and at the other on a swamp, was our only levee; with one log
house and one freame warehouse for its business apparatus.

Now we have a half a mile of spacious well graded levee lined with
massive stone warehouses.

Then the neme of streets wes pgiven to imeginary paresllelogrems of
lend, intersecting the virgin preirie, over revines and hills and swemps
and studded with stumps of trees, the real streets being lanes and paths,

running in every direction across undivided turf.

Now, within the part five years, over $329,000 have been expended

in street improvements, in grades and sewers. The hills end ravines which
intersected the streets, have been laid low end filled up to an uniform
level. Six miles of street have been graded; the ascents from the levee
have been reduced toc an easy and uniform grade,

Then, the stars were our only lamp posts.

Now, five miles of gas-pipe underlie the principal streets, end

160 lemps illuminate the night.

SUBMITTED BY: Jeck Potekin
Feb. 13, 1939,






