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IAWS OF MINKESOTA RELATING T0 ITAGCA COUND2Y. - 1
General Lews of Minnesota for 1887 - Chapter 264,
(H. P No. 213)

An Act to detach the unorganized County of Itasca from the County of Crow Wing
for ail purposes and zttach the same to the County of Altkin for Record, Taxation
and Judieial Purposes.

Bs 1t enacted by the lLegislature of the State of Minnesots;

Section 1. That the County of Itmsen, State of Minnesota, be and the same is here-
by detached from the County of Crow Wing for all and every purpose whatsoever,

Section 2, That the said Itmasea County is hereby attached to the County of Aitkin
for record, and for Judict
8chool and other taxes

Section 3, That all the Lic records, books and stationery of said Itasca
County, end the money safes and offlce furniture, (if any) of said county shall
be forthwith transferred to and kept in possession end custody of said Aitkin
county, for the use and venefit; and as the property of sald Itasoa county; and a
full settlement shall be made by and between the officers of Crow Wing county and
the corresponding officers of Altiin county, a8 far as relates to the affairs of
82id Itasca county, and all boolts, funds and appurtensnces.turncd over $o the of-
flcers of Altkin county, =9 i3 now regulated hy law between incumbents and their
successors in gounty affairs, and the records of sald Itasca county shall be kept
eeparate and apart from the records of said Aitkin county, and in the books now
owned by or to be procured for, the use of said County of Itasca.

Section 4, That there shall be an acourate account{ kept by the county of Aitkin
of all the expense ineurred from holding the District Court for such terms of
gourt which shall be held in sald county, and the same shall be paid proportiocn-
ately by said counties of Aitkin and Itasca.

Sold apportiomment shell be based on the valuation of the respective ocounties
each year, a3 flzed by the state board of egualization for the preceding yearg
and the sald county of Itasca sholl pay such amounts apportioned by the auditor
of AMitkln county into the treasury of sald Aitkin county in full settlement and in
lleu of 2ll sueh court fees, charges and expense.

Section 5, That the proper officers of Aitkin County shell proceed to collect all
taxes now levied in, for or against said Itasca County, aud shall, in each suo~
ceeding year, at the time and In the menner prescribed by law, levy and collect
such state revenue and general school tax that may be directed by toe auditor of
the state,

Section &, That the commlssioners of said Altkin county shall, on the taxable pro-
perty of the said Itasca county, levy an additional tax for court expenses as be-
fore provided, and for an amount adequate to defray the legal expenses for making
assessments, and for the compensation and expenses of officlals of Aitkin county
for the performance of their several and respesctive duties devolved upon them
under the provisions of this asct as hersafter provided,

Provideds that such court expenses, compensation of county officials of Ait-
kin county, and all other expenses pertaining thereto, except as provided in sec-
tlon five (B) of this act, shall not exceed in the aggregate the sum of ten (10)
mills per acre of land subject to taxation in the said Itasca County.




LAWS OF MINNESOTA RELATING TO ITASCA COUNTY. - 2.

Section 7+ That 1t shall bde the duty of all the offlicers of 3aid Altkin County,
and they hereby have all the anthority and full jurisdiction granted to them to
do and perform all the duties of thelr respective offices or in ony wise apper-
aining theretn, for and in behalf of sald Itasce ocounty, under the provisions
of this act, in the g2ame menner and with the same ~.Q3L ef’euh that they would do
or be reqviret to do had they bee : il 88 such officers of
Itasca county, and had fully
Itasca county 2lone,

rovided; that the oo lon to be pald to the officials of Aitkin county
for services rentcrel to 3aid It a county under the provisions of this act shall
not be governed by the lawa fixing the compensation of officera of organized
counties, dut the same shall be flxzed by the commissioners of Aitkin county, and
shall in no case exgeed the amount that now 1s, or may hersafter be, fixed by law
for like servises in organized countles of same valuation.

Section 8, That the commissioners of Altkin caun?y are hereby empowered and author-

zZed to take possession of all the property of 1 Itasee gounty, and to remove
the same to the county seat of Aitkin county w*thout delay, and retain the same in

¢

custody as provided vy section three (J) of this act,

Section 9. A1l actls or parts of scts inconsistent with this act are hereby repealed.

Section 10, This asot shall take effect and be in forse from and after its passage.

Approved Fabruary 10th, 1837,




LAWS OF MINNESOTA RELATING T0O ITASCA COUNTYs - 1 B
Special Laws of Minnesota for 1889, Chapter 384,
(H-?o Koe 57so)

An Act to @ive Justices of the Peace in Altkin County Jurisdiction over the County
of Itaska,.

Be 1t enacted by the Leglslature of the Ltate of MKlunesota

Section 1. The justices of the peace of Altkin county are hereby given the same
Jurisdiction, in all civil or criminal matters, over the county of ltaska that

they now or may hereafter have in Aitkin county, and all write and processes issued
by them may be served by the proper officers of Altkin county in said Itaska county,
with the same force and effect, and said justices shall agcquire the same jurisdic-
tion over the person and subject matter mentioned in sald writs and processes as
though the place of service was in Aitkin county.

Section 2. Thie act shall take effeat and oe iu force from and after its passage.

Approved March 15, 1883,
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EARLY SURVEYS ON BOWSTRING AN SWAN RIVER - 1

From"The Pioneer Woodsman * * * *" by George Warrels

pp 77, Chap.XIIX.
I "In the summer of 1874, I went to the head waters of the Big Fork River with
a party of bhardy frontirsmen, in search of a sSection of country which was as yet
unsurveyed by the United States govermment, and which should contain a valuable body
of pine timber. Having found such a tract of lsnd, we made arrangements through
the surveyor-general's office, then losated in St. Peul, to have the land
surveyed. ‘he contract for the survey was let by the United States government
to iir. Fendall G. Winaton of Minneapolis.
The logging operation s on the Mississippi river in Minnesota at this period

extended from a short distance above Prineceton on the Rum River, one of the tributari
{eg of the Missiasipol River, to a little above Grand Raplds. To reagh (rand Raplds £

£vom Minneapolis , the traveled route was by way of the St. Paul and Duluth rail-
roed to Northern Pacifis Junection, thence, over the Northern Pacific Railroad,
west to Altkine Prom this polnt the steamboat Poksgama plied the Misslesipoi to Grand
Raplds, the hesd of novigation st that time., For many pears this steamboat was
owned and operated by Captaln Houghton, almost whilly in the intercst of the lumber
trade. later, Captain Frad W. Bommes became 1Us ownex Subsequently the old Pokegama
burned, when Gaptain Bonnes built = new boat, using the machinexy of the Pokegama,
and naming it Altkin City. 4% 3 still
Andy Gibson,

In those days the lumberjack was £ very lnteresting type of mame. len fyom
Maine and Yew Brunswisk ure uumercuf. Scotchmen, Irish-aAmericans, and Prench-
Canadisng constituted o conzideradls
loggine oamps of Minnaesots. Af early as the mont! 213

exodus from Minneanolis %0 the woods for the purpose of building ne

do'y

outtirg the wild grage thet grew slong the notural meadows, and makiln

L vhalh  aleer L LS

hay for the winter's use for oxan and horees, Jome of thefs men worled
mills in summer, dut there waas not employment for =ll a2t this work, and

?

spent their time in idleness and not infrequently Iin drumken coroasal.
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5 [
leaving the cliy Ifor the logging camps, they were pretty sure to start out, casch with
vo bottles of whiskey stored away in his tussock, which was ordinarily a
two~-bushel, seamless sack, with a piece 0f small rope tied from one of i%s lower
cormers to the upper end o ne sacke In this were plaged all of the lumber-Jack's
belonging : ¢ what were garried 1 4is pogkets, including onw or two sddition-
all of the lumberjacks drank whiskey, but this was
theme By the time the train had srrived &t HNorthern
ciange 0of card was nede, @k where the arzival of the
pulutin, west oound, was gwzited, nany of our lumberw=
influence of John Barleycorns Disputes would fregquemtly
% 3

the train. These would be settled by fiat fights

bheir oomrades standing about to see that each man had

to the pine forests north of Grend Rapids, we arrived at
this olass of men s wall zs thelr bosses, and
pampse Alticin at thaet times was not mmech more than a railros
the lumbermen and merghandise to the steamboats A few men
had preempted lani sne government and had made tneiy home s where iow
the city of Aitkline The la arren pPotter was one of them. He kept a large
which was well atooked with lumberman's supplies, and which was the rendezvous
for the lumbermen. His presmption claim was cnly a shorts distance
from his store. He ha dbeen mast to buy geods and had returned by train thet day.
He found that his preemption cicim dad been “jumped” by one, Nat Tivbetts, whom

he foww owcupying tas rotter ocsbine 4n aliereation took place betwsen the two

men, resulting 1ln Tivvettas blsoking Potbter's eyee. Tne only representative of the law

was a justloe of the pesice, s man wnose name was williams, Before him, Potter
swore out a warraut for the arrest of Lilobetts, oharging 1iobetts witn assault
with intent 10,40 bodliy harimerolter asked me to 20§ as his attorney to
prosecute his case., This honor was poliitely declined, and 1 assured him that he

would find a better man for the occasion in the person of 5. 5. Brown, the well
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known log jobLer, who wgs

ing consented to aet in the interest of Ur. Potter, and Mr.

defend

verious
the following day, it w readily be
ong 0f pnusual interest snd basde fair to
evening,
the prosecutlon
ltness h hed seen the e r--TfC--Jl;l}:';l',
Wzs Potter. The cmse proceeded until
Juncture, in the back end or the
leaning ageinst the wall,
gy, c¢ried outy"Your henord Your
still for a !:'rl..lrﬂ(‘llfr,
Justice Wililams aitempted
and demanded %0 e heardes

Everyone present knew thet any attempt on the part of the consisble to guist this

man would have resulted in starting generel fight, where there were so many who

were under the influencs of liguor. Gome one, therefore, ssid to the justice.

"Your honor, you had betier near the Man's objactlons". Justliece Williews then sapd,

¥You may state your objoctions, £ire" Lne lumberjadk replisd,"l objeci, your honor,

becauge that jury has not besn sworne” ¢his wa & true. Lhe Jury was then sworn, and ¢
the cnse was begun anews The witmesses paving again given their

evidence under oath, the ocase was soon srgued Ly bthe improvised lswyeres Tue

Justice gave a short charge to the Jjury, aud, without leaving their sembs, and

while the speotators walted, they notified the Jjustice tuat they bad agresd

upon & verdict of guilty. The Justlee fined lr. Tibbetis vne doller, and this

frontier courtvof justice adjourucas
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ihG question of Gae ownership of the clalm wes not berfore the courts ily
¥ecollieciivn, noweveyr, councerning ity is that Mre Potler ever after had
psageful possession orf the ialde

e ride up tae Hisslsslppl to Grend Raplds on the steumer Pokegama, which
tied up vacl nigus, occupled two days and a ualfe The dlstenge wes one Mindred snd
ainety iive mile@e The sleamer wes growded, and men slept everywhere on the deck,
on thelr vlankeus o1 without themy, a8 besti Fitted tholir condition. Whiskey and
ards were pleatidule Phe table was weil supplied with good thiugs to eat. Grand
Rapida at thav tine ¢onslsted of & steamboat lalding, & wareiousse, 2uné a rahch
or stopping paisgekepl Ly Low Jeavey, whose wife was a half-breed, These were on the

4 % b b ¥ d . ad o 4 % ol e nks 842 b i
€11 DRIK 01 WEe TiVel JUSU DE0W LA Ialls QO ITopildde U Tl

Lae Tiver wee & Tee & ueW enterprless, auw owned by ¢ man whose nome was Knoxg

I et Mre wikston § asslistaut surveyors a%v Grand plas about the middle
Of Auguste +asle W a0 roaas lesauing into the

dlldy Ba UUD WUSAL WOULG BluLlia neard (1 16 W] » Was nugeasary

ppided 1n suliigient guantity to laat £ - anbir ampalgn, and tske
anous and woats of vare
Lidce
igoahisn, and from that lake om its northeasterly shore
Cut=Foot Sloux, or Kesikeesdaypon Lakes £Lrom this point we were obliged to make a
Big ¥ork River, .rosalng the Wianibigoshish Indian He-
gervation. M & 1 encammment on thils reservatiocn, at t 1tawest shore
String Lake, we hired some Indian: edp pack our supplies across the four
124 been carried soross the portage, the
Indian chisf sent word to by one of his : that he wizhed to ses us in coun=-
¢il and forbade our moving sny more of our sup 8 until we hsd counseled with him.
Althouzh the surveyors were the azents of ths lteq States government, for the sake

of harmony, it was thought best to ascertain at once what was uppermost in the

chief's mind,
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That aveninr. o asr®,
' na Fning, )

aavl ne L 1 & hted

2 2 1 1 3 - " r y 9 - - 5
chief £111 fnll oh 6Ly 40Ny stemned Ll

1t with 2 live 0] lnediately

pasaed it to the went

L

nelith
0f the rivers or injkros wish?
he st nav tribmte,
dall G, Vinston, rehld
those lands, leéc=
;reat father had grent-
Whet 1f they
portunity to
gupplies

o work during

'3 Qanuavic "Ugng' ne 3y toOk

dehip, did as

SIS Iy FRTH
not agoin oueg=

L0108 vilged the conle
coutinued to

the Zfollowing mens
e the contraet for the survey was igsued; Philip B.

Winaton, brother of Fendall G. Winstong Hyde, a young engineer rfrom the University
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of Minnesota: Brown, civil ensinser 7
Sahool of Engminsering: Charlie,

Frankt Hoyvte, Charlie bere, Lom Jenkine
Brackett, Miller, and myself,
Flemming,

0= reaching (Grand

frontier,

and, having shown
the party. It was best that all weaklines
because it wes epaily foreseen that whar

men, it would be difficul%

have any

gamp, W
our parcy
with

geon

Brackratt,

with fortitude credi
placed over the woun
peared, and then the
thing or thinss av:
suggested, thera h¢
ever, sugcefited the nuse
there was suffinient nls

Brackett was ennaidered suthority, 118 Pl ript 5 : ( )yt was

T PR L X T . g : ‘44 .y 1 & o P
left ) gunr the n ¢ [ pALNe .- VABAGE Lrow vhe Jlawians, or from

bears, which sometimes were kmown to break In aud $0 carry awsey provisions,
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Chap. Xy L1V, Warrea's Ploseer Woodsmon.

I have previously mentioned the presence of nine dogs at on indian camp,
of our party speunt a nighte One of these snimals is deserving of gpreaial mention
the reasszon that he was a stranger among a strange reople, nnd he was
against his own choice. He had at one time been o fine, large mastiff. His history
was never learned in full, butfrom an agcount of thc animel, gained by questioning
the indians who ham in captivity, it was learmed thal the dog had belonged to some
lumber campe. 1t often happens that the midday meal £o mos of the men in n
logging crew must be taken out on a sled, usually drawm by = single horse, for a
distance of not infrequently three or four miles from the cook's camps This ia the
work of the cookee; nnd, at the logging camp where the mastifs had belonged, the
animal had been used instead of a horee, to pull the load of the middey meal out
t0 the men at work. In what mauner he had been left behind when the camp broke up
in the spring, was not learned.

He was about the sise of tho or three ordinary indian dogs, and was correspond-
ingly leas sprigatly in his movements. He was very poor when members of our party first
saw hime Indian dogs never get emough to eat, and this poor fellow with his large frame
had the appearance of not receiving any more for his portion of food than sn average
Indian dog, if as muoche He looked as if he were lmngry, and provably was, every
day. The particular action that impressed itdelf upon every member of our perty, was
this animals almost human desire for sympathy that he sought from this perty of
white men, when he and they first met at the Indian campe. He wagged his tall and
passed from one member of our party to snother, with an expression of unususal JOV e
He rubbed against us and almost begged to be caressed. Every man of our party pitied
him and wonld gladly have sent him out to the wailte men's gounsry, had it been at all
practicable to have doué 90.

Later in the fall, I was camped for a single night, some three humdred yards dje-
tant from the Indisn encampusent, on the shors of = leke that I must oross Lhe following
morning. While I was preparing my evening meal, this mastiff made his appearance, wage

8ing his tall, and wishing by his action to say,"I am glad o0 see you, and heve come
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to oall on youe" It is the custom or the iand munter, as well s8 other fror-.tie;'amenl
when paddling his cance across a lake, to throw out & trolling line; and not infrequently
in those northern leies, a cabeh of seversl fish may thus be mades On that dey, such had
been wy experieuce, sud I kad in ny possession several rine wall eyed pike that I intended
ko take tiwough to the meia vamp, which I snoula reach on the TYollowing days I 2lso had
a smell bag of corumeci, which I sumetimed used as ~ suostituve ror oatmeal, in
gooking 2 porvidge fur uy owa uses while preparing 7y supper, 1 o0k the largest kettle
fillec it wikh water, and plaged it over the Iiree 1 Then Cut inte small picces a
number of Hhe fish, and pat them iautc the kettle 0 Loli. later [ added some corn
meal and cooked all togethere When it was sufficlently done, I removed one half the
paild contents and speead it on a large piece of birchbark (o eoole When it bad cooled
sufficisntly, I inviited my welcome guest, Lhe mastiif, o pariake 0f the food. Bvery
mouthful esten was accompenied by a frlendly wag of the animal's tails The portion
remeining in the pail I hung ou & Limb, high encugh up in the tree to be out of reache
The dog romained svout the camp, znu when I luy dowa in my blankets for the night, he
curled dowa at ny fuetand remained there until morning.

While [ was prepariaguy own breskiunst, I touk the pail from the tree and placed it
over & smull fire, that [ might give my guest a weim breskfast, I epreed out on the
same virch bark all thet remeined in the peil, and it was eatem to the last morsel
by the grateful snimel. Heving pleced sil my beiongings in my birch cence, I pushed out a5

into the lake without the dog, who tried haxd to follow, and, a3 the cence went farther

from the shors, the homesick anlmal commenced to whine at his loss of companionship.

By every meous posdible t0 & dwab deust, this dog had expressed his disiike ror hils
enforced euvironment and his longiug to be back with the white man, I could not help

LY

but belleve that the feelings expressed by tuis dog we aikin to those of many 8 8=
tive mau or woman wi wad fallen into the hands of the aborigines.
Our frail rohh cenoes had been sbandoned as cold weather approached, and we had

settled down to the work of surveying, Sometimes, howsever, we came to lakes that must be

erossed, This was scoomplished by cutting some logs, and making rafts by tying them
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wlthess Sometimes these »s woe found insuffieclently buoyang
cn them, &0 that when they were pushed along there
rEaU Sudliulig Gie  Yhen Oou a rod't,

vel sauly sit Jdowa LPOIl 1te Luis

Wdlldolay VUL &3 A0 Wasd 0iI nis own

G SUPpAY Gaup Go LPlig Lback
Wwlirnln » vy any trail, ouv directly
& Walh lamsrack nu spruce .‘}".'“E'.lp;
camp where we nad lei't the cook
» e winston sald he
lenaln wnere we
ipg S8Y1RE that
nigat began to fallg
8l i'xj.;_.'"nt.
iggern eny dary

vitn

foundation ol wet logs

kindled, &nd by the vire, we be&ked our uresd and fried
our eveniug weal, 4 BaC) flour was opeucd, 2

dough was formed,

provioe hluself witih a chin larce (i on wnileh to lay the plece

rolled out

nearly
then turned over and baked ¢ the meantime, each man was tol
vide nimself with m forked stiock, which he should cut with his Jackknife, and on it

4 - s . e Ymam Y ek A -
Lile LATE; VAUS eacd man vecame

his own cook snd prepared his own meale There was no beking powder or other ingred-

lent to leaven the loaf--not even a pinch of salt to flavor ite But the owner of
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each plece of dough was hungry, and by eating it immediately after 1t was baked r_md'

it got cold, it was much better than going without any supper. <he following
party vesumned its journey, and met i winston coming out to find 1T

CONSAIVLE
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XV, po 101

After tsevine Grand Rapids sbout the middle of August, we saw very few wiaite

nontnsg folliowlny n QoL 'y OO OUr SUIVEY, local
of our work it was necessary to wuse
2enoy 1 not been ] it, therefore, begame negessal)
struments Priliip B. Winsto:
2 birca ecenoe, and

o _-'.i tikcin y .-;._-_ 10

1 Tinnhesann Lia but
gteamer ot 21itkin, anéd going up the Misaippi
1wavizotion for atepmbontse.

: YT L -1t . el % -
' ¥ T g} - } "l 1

with na for his £inal fishing trip in open waters, for that season.
righed mecessfully for a mumbervof days, and, at the end of sach day, person~
reparad and aooksd as fine a fish chowder as anyone would ever wish to
the day of his denarture, I took the Oaptain in my canoe, and landed him
fmremile nortage with an Indian escort who was to take hla to Grand
whenee he wonld retdrn by steamer to Aitkin, a station on the lins of
rthern BPacliflies Railroad,
8 left alone in my canoe ond must return to camp, croeaing the oven water
r String leke, On my arrivel at the main lake, the wind had incressed inm
end the whiteesns were breakings, I hired an Indian, lnown @8 "the huntere
» m@ naddle aecross the lake and up a rapid on g river flowing into Bow
iring, mp and over whien 1t was not possible for one man to push his cance alone.
Tha ammal payment to the Indians by the United states government was
few days subseguently, at Leech Lake, and the Indians were busy getting ready to
lsave, to =ttend the payment. The lunter's people were o start that day, and he
seemed t0 realize when half way across the lake, that, owing to our siow progress,

beconte of the heavy sea, he would be lake in returning to his people at 03[P
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fdided over, und the two outer edges are brought as near tc the center of the p

pile of things to be carried in it, as 1s possible. Then the e tapering ends

of the nack strap &re brought up and over, to meet the opposite endse of the narcrow
straps, whica, as hes been explainea, are either sewed to, or buckled o to the wide
head strap, Drawing these enas firmly together puckers the outer edge of tne
blarket on zither side, ana draws tone blariket com-letely cver the contents piled
the cenmier, and msakes, orcinerily, neariy a rovnd bundles 1Tais loaa, 0r p wiky
the man then tnrows over his sanonlder, onto his baeck, aud brings the wide strap
across his forenead, or soross his oreast, or acrose tne top of his heed, whe:
he is readg %o begln his journey. Before he has troveled long with this load,
which weighs ordinarily from fifty to one hundred pounds, ascovding to the obility
of the man %0 bear the burden, he will be found snifting tnst wide sirap to
any one of the three positions nsmeda, snd will have used &ll of tnose posiiions
mang times belor ¢ tae rby a3 a whole, atopa L{or o mouents rest.
I had ftelren with mme, on golug norti on this long compalgn, en extre 11
leather pack strap that I bed bad made Go order at o Minneapolis harnesa shopDe
I had keps it coiled up, and carefully stored in ay Lelongings,
emergency when the more comuon straps would 0o ionger be of service. & number of
times tne Indlans had seen this strap and had admired it, anid, as it later proved,
not always without euvye U
One day the strap was nisalong, and I could not Tind 1%, nelther by searching,
nor by open inquiry of wy fellow white men, nor of the Indlans, whom I occasionally
mate Une one agoasicn, while portaging my canos to another Laxe
families of Incaimns camping at tne end ofl the portege. among them wad the lmnter
who has veenpreviousaly mentlioneds While stopping a moment for
the Indians, I sew protruding from under the coat oi the nunter, n
of one end of my miesing peck strape I Knew it 80 well thu a8 sure
no other phck straps Nevertihelsss, I deliberated slowly what motion I should teke
to recover the strap, not wishing by any poasinility fo make a mistake. Having

surely comeluded that the strap was mine, snd that the hunter had not come into
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poases. n ef 1t nonestly - I deel : a Foing

up quietly
behind the hunter, and twiating the end of the protruding strep twice svourd my
wrist, and grasping it firmnly in my bend, 1 sterted with sll wmy might %o

with the strap. The e¢ffoct was to meke & temporary top of my friend, the

who whirled apout until the other end of the pack strap vas releamsed fromn hio body.

It was too geood & joke, seven for the Incians to romain unmoved, and the mejority

of them broke Into merriment, {hie mmnter at first wae dizposed to teke it seriounsly
but soon looked shsepish and ssauamed, end tried teo smile with the rest of the
tribe, as wall as wilth ayselds

Having wound the strap carvefully around my owm dy, and having mede sure that

the ends did not prosrude, I bade my friends, 1 mnsay, good day, and

0% into ny ganne and pusaed out 1lnto tae lage. Lhis pr . B0 be the last time

% . : L3 1 ey Tyade 44 . e - " -
I ever sow the Luater, but it was not the last

incident.

In justioe o the Indians as compared with whibe

say Rty Gi Vel mlnglidg with tnem aole 83 101 foyesl'd, and Lvecomilng Auife

2 . * . X P T T. 0 H i £ T e Y
4y AGML LI W } I hadipUcg € v 3 ;W0 36 1 { RL NQACaFUALY

80Cu8L0nH, L veliove Chat sie Iudians are as hone I a4 O ELe pE TDe nen

WATI wion GHey Qg Ldyg ViiD Rave 00T a 'u.;’;l?"

®*2%x* Vinetr closed iabefore tue veginning of llovembere Inow beczme
vas avsolutel)y necesgary Lo perform all our work on stuowshoes

Wi

18756 is s&nown t0 have been the coldest

¥soord,
years ol experience on the
ioured o ‘dship. However a few were new
more hardy, they might have perished. 4

i any tlme durding tihls

the ;J’_“ij_,l___.‘.’.. i LhOe Do kv, o fe ¢ Ay MILE F.pr‘{;a anoasn

to adinlt of wearing hesvy veneath thems Either voot pascs of

bugkskin m ngins de of which were sevsral pair of woolen socka, composed the

footwear,
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r larigens, as they are comoonly called by the lumberjack, are tanced
vnal mekes them very suseeptible to hest, and the leather wiili shrivel
gulokly 1f uear an opsn f£ire,
Daplce bDefore he could lenrn
taturning 0 oamp from his work. It will be surmised
the inexperienced of the party.
Many incidenta, amuging to others, happened duriiy
He had started on the trip iu the swmer montha,
0: one or two portages wibo his aded pack dack on
nis back was sufficient to convinge him that there was no need of carmying either
shoeblagking ¢ paper collars, and they were thrown oul bto redwuse welght., Coch man
fkein of thread, a paper of needles, and & supply of buttonse Soon
winter 39t in, tais man, who might ordineriig be temasd & tenderioot, come
plained of lameness in oue of his feete 48 the weather became more severe, he
added from Ulme ©o time another palr of shoks to tuose he alresay had on, never
removing any of pf¢ previous service, Qhis necessivated, wot Lufrecuently, his
ohoosiug a larger slse bootpack. Before the campaign was over, &ailboougin we vas
a B0 0F low stavwre and light weight, the feet presented thue appewrance of
being the largest in the partye. Still ke complained oif lameness in the hollow of his
foot, and no relied came until march, when the work was completsde Arriving once more
back iu civilization, he removed his much agcunmleted footweare thers, underneath
this scoumulasion of sogks, and againet the hollow of his foot, was iFound his
skein of thresd, the absence of which from i6s ususl pluce had necessitated his
borrowing from his companions. Before starting on this campaigu, he had beeu oue
of tne tidlest of men about his personsl appearance,

Une evening in mldwinier, wheu siifiug about the ocamp fire, by reason of the
pile of wood for the evening being largely composed of dry balsam, vwe were kept
more or less busy exbtingulshiug sperks that ere slweys throwa out from
when burning. Somedimes one would llght on the side of the tent uesr Ve aud

clothe That evening,

Fendall G, Winston and I . re sitting gside by side, when he saw a live svare
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the wigwems, w 't the mother of the young werrior who had made his firat appear-

ange the preceding 2 E yiIng dovn 0 the pail in eagch hand to bring

o f"l'_'\_"\j:.-"-np."ltl..':‘.‘ toe
--..\\.-v""!" 0 -Jt'i -'1]’111-23'.";'421.&. 'J.'Lb_
GoRos
sonsisted principall,

three prinsipsl

opews Imdien unsarpassed,

cound that hospitality
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Chup,3VI = P 117
the month of Februsyy the party completed its work at Bowstring Lake,
elosiug its lest lines on the Third Guide leridiaen. * * next day the narty moved out
to Grand Rapids, The snow was deep and the weather intensely ¢old when we broke camp
thet morning, hoping before nightfall to ressh oue of ;‘lza;; Lawrence's logging
ampee Cur gourse lay rect arough the unbreoken forest, without trail or blazed
line, and the right direction was kept culy by the constante use of tie oompasse All
were ou snowshoes, and those of the pebty whe could be depended upon o eorreotly
Haoch compassmen would bieak the way
be mceeceded by cnbhied
the wny during thet day.
hrew down thelr
elr Jobs We divided up their
n pert of these abandcned
JOUINOY e
reacl the
not far
reached after nightfall, =nd, e9 our party was very tired and
prepared food, we esked for chelter during the night, with the Indians.
vhere oul men could spread their blankets sround the smsll
the wigwems. Then we aaked 1f we could be served with some=-
thing to eat, Ve received an affirmative "Ugh", and the squaws commenced preparing
food, which conelisted solely of e bolled rebbit stew with a little wild rice. It
was onoe demonstrated that hunget is & good cooks After having partcken of the
tupedfinhly proffered food, snd, after most of our party hed smoked their pipes, all
about the fire and fell asleep. The next morning our perty etarted out withous

bresxfasgt, and by ten o'eloek reachsked Lawrence camp, where the cook set out

in a few mimmtes time, a great variety of food, end an abundance of it, of which

to his great satisfaction.

nat was




EAugY SURVEYS OF BOWSTRING AND SVAN RIVER, = 22

going out for supplies, which took our equipment through to grand Rapidse FProm

that point, we were able, also, to hire n team to take our supplies o the

Swan River. Orosaing this we went north to survey two townships, which would
complete the winter's contract.

1% has been stated that this winter of 1874-1375 wasd the coldest of whieh
the waether Bureau for Minnesota furnishes any history. Besids the intense asold thers
Wwere neavy snowse. Nevertheless, no serious injury or physicsl suffering of long
daration befell any member of our band of hardy woodsmens. Not one of our namber was
Je6 Gairty years old, the youngest one belng eightsans Two only of the party were
married, rendall G. Winston and myself, On lesaving Grand Rapids in iufust, we
Separaved ourselves from allo other white men, Fg letters or commnications of
any xina reaohc@ us after the winter set in, urtil our srrivel in Grasnd Replde
in the minth of Pebruary following, letters were ooccasionally written ang kept in
readinses to send out by any Indian who might be going to the nearest loggine
Ganp, whence they might oy chanse be eatried out to some postoffice. Whether these
letters reached their destination or net could not be known by the writers as
long ss they remained on their work, hidden in the forsat.

i bad left my daughter and young wife in Minneapolls, Either, or both might have died
and been buried before any word could heve reached mes It was not posaible at all
times to keep such thoughts out of my mind. Of course every dasy was a dusp one, and

est
the great :claoe was found in believing thet all wae well even though we could not
somminigate with each others 4s I reeall, no 111 defell anyone of the purty noxr
of the party's dear ones, during all those long months of separation. Bvery man of
the party seemed %o become more rugged and to posseses greater enduronce &5 the
6old inoreased. It became the common practice to let the camp {ire burn down end
die, as we rolled into our blankets to sleep t111 the morming.

Kot every night was spent in comfort, though that wa & the averages axperisnce,

The less robust ones, of whom there were very few, sometines recelved special
attention,

It was during the arduous Journey, getting away from the scene of our first
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survey to that of the upper waters of the swan River, that one of our men fell behind
all the others, on & hard day's trampe Ps B, Winston, who had all the tdmr been
very considerate of him, observéng toat he was not keeping up to the party, but was
quite along way back ou the trail which the men were breaking through the naow,
said that he would walt for nim until he should cateh upe Concealing himszelf ,2he awai
avalted our friend. He Gold the Lfollowings

Wington aliowed him %o pass nim on tue trail, and aeard ala saying , as he
rubbed one 0X bls legs, "On Loxd, my God, what ever made me leave my comforiable
aomé wud friends and come ould into this wilidernessad® A% this lnstange Mre. Winaton eal
oailed out "Wnet ie the matiey e d" "0l 1 am lreesing, and I don't kuow
that I shall ever be of amy use, AL I ever gel oub," he replied. He did live to get
out and to resoh nis frlends, nons the worse for nls doleful experience, He did
not sgaln ge north into the forest, but trisd another portion of the western
couLtryy wWuere ne bDecame Very prosperouse

Long livipg eround the open caamp fire in the winter mouths, stauding around in
the smoke, snd scounulatiug more or less of the cdors from foods of various kinds
beliy cocked by the open fire, invariably resulte iu &ll of ones clothing and
beading becomling more or less saturated with the emell of the camps This condition on
one 4o0es not notice while living in it from day to day, but he does not heed to
be cul sud sway from such euviromment for more then o few hours before he becomes
Personnlly conscious, %o some degres, that such odore are not of a qualitythat
would constilube 2 marketable articke for cashs On arriving in Miunnespolls af
the close of the winter's campaign, without having changed our garmenis-as we haed non'’
with us that "e'gi' nad not shared with us oune and the same fate = Mlre Pe Be Winston
and I eogaged a hegk at the raillroad station, and drove to our respective homes,

Jinston's domicile that was Tirst reached, and it happened, as the

driver stopped la front of uLls Louse, that his fiauce, Mise Kittle Stevens, (the first

white child born in JNinueapolis) chanced to be passing Lye Of course their mecting
was unexpected to either, but was a pleasaut and joyous one, though somewhat

embarrassing to Mr, Winston. The wind was blowing
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emusirassing o Wre Winston. Yne wind was blowing, and I noticed he took the

precaution %0 keep nis own person ou tof the windward., He had been a soldier

in the Gonfederuate army, and I smiled with nuch satisfaotion as I observed his sp”

gplendid meneuver,
on meeting me next dsy, Bre Winston lnquired whether his tasties haed besu
observed, and being assured that they: hsd, he said that was the embarrassing
moment for bim, for ne dle not know but thet the young lady might have
gousidered Ghat ashe nad Just grounds for breaking the engagemeans. Both of us,
owever, knew betler, 1or she was a young lady possessed of a large degree
oL seuse and lovellnesse The young people later vere married, ire winsion
layok of Minneupolls, renwaining &lways, oue of its beat citizens. Ofisy,
L8, lneldents of ihat winter's experieuceo, & Lew of which heve beeu
Bercln recorded, were gone over together with great pleasure by the partiss

& ‘ y
diluEiTCaude
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SANDY QVENS- 1

From "The Ploneer Woodsman 23 he 18 related to Lumbering in the Northweagn by

Geo« . Werren - Minneapolis, Press of Hahn & Harmon Company, 1914. Gopyraght

1914,by George Henry Warren. (volume used presented to Grand Rapids library by

the anthor.
pp 167 :
"In the summer of 1899, some special werk was reguired north of Sraad Rapids, Minneso

r

Minrnssota, Accomnenied hy my son, Prank Marton, and e cook named Fad Basthagsn
"

I loft Qrand Rapida on a buekboard drawm by two horses and driven by Dsu Guun, the

popular rropristor of the Fokegame Hotel, Our route was over a new road whare stumps
and nltoh-holea were plentiful. The tesm of horses was 22id to have deea ralsed on
the wesatern pleina,
1t11ll, laslsted on rumning.
begame tired of this unevyen mode of traval, and

preferrsd to walk,being able to gover the gr

it tight through 1% &ll; he having come froa the

here a team to pull him,

1@ grave of Piglron Norway, near to which dwelt

and Hrs, Sendy Owena, settlers n government lands From this ocamp we were able to '
prosecute our worjk for a long period of time. The late swmmer and sutumn was very

-

dry. 3oth walves and deer abounded in this vicinity, and not fer away rerged many
moose. Large lumbering camps wers about ten miles awey, Oxen had been turned loose
for the oummer, to nasture in the woods and euntover lands. Pasving, one day, a
root homsge bullt Iinto the side of a hill, we pushed open the door and in there
fourd the remains of an ox. The animsl had probably entered the roothouse to get
avay from the fljes, and, the doos having closed behind him, he hed no means of
escepe, so that the poor beast had perished of hunger and thirst. The ground wes
dry, and all the bruzh, and twigs,and leaves lying therson, had becaome brittle
and orackled under the feet of every waltking ereature. This interfered mmech with
the obility of the wolves to surprise the deer, rabbits or other snimels on whieh
they were accustomed to feed, so that they were munary. On this acecount they had

begome emboldened. so much so, that they would, at nightfazll or toward evening,

venture near enough to show themselves,
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My eon was coming in alone, from work one evening, when a pack of wolves followed
him for some distance, occasionally snapping out their short yelp, and had he deen
less near the camp, he might have been in great danger. A8 it was, however, they
kept back from him in the woods, but not so far as to prevent his hearing them,

An interesting artiwle appeared ino one of the numbers of "Country Life in
America™ on the subject of breeding skunks for profit. From their pelts is made
and sold a fine quality of fur, known, to the purechaser, at least, as stone martin,
The nearest approach to a natural farm of these animals that I have ever known
was that existing at Sandy Owens cabin, snd immediately adjecent to 1t. These
little animals were nmumerons in the Morwsy grove iu which we were camped.

My son and I slept in 2 amall "A" tentwhich at night was closed. On one occaszion
I was awskwnwd by feeling something moving across my feet on the blenkets, covering us.

I spoke cuietly to my son, recuesting him to be careful not to mdve, for something

wag in the tent, and probably, thet something was a skunk. With the gentleat of

motions, I moved Just sufficlently to let the ahimel know I was aware of its

presence in the tents Immediately the animal retreated off my legs, while we

remained quiet for some time in the tent. Then a muteh was atrauck and with 1t 2 ¢
candle lighted, when a small hole was discovered at the foot of the “ent where
evidently the animal had nosed its way in, and through thich 1t had retreated. In the
morning when my son and I arose, unmistakeble evidence was dlsgovered, near where

our keads had lain, that his skunkship had visited us during the night.

Mr., and Mrs. Owens left their oabin to visit another asettler, several miles
distant, leaving the key with the oook, and telling him that he conld use 1t if he
had occasion to do so, Coming in ome evening from a2 gruise the cook went to the cabin
to make and bake some bread in Mrs. Owens stoves A small hole had been eut in the
door, to admit the Owens' oat. On entering, Easthagen saw a alnk sitting in the
middle of the floor. The animal retreated under the bed, while the cook kindled the
fire in the stove and began miximg thé dough for the bread. He bhaked the bread and
gooked the evening meal for three persons, considerately tossing some bdits of bread and

meat near to where the skunk was concezled. Our party ate supper outside the door
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a short distance from the gabin, The animal remained in the gcabin that night and
until after breakfast, a portion of which latter the cook fed to it, when teking the
broom, he, by easy and gentle stoges, pushed the skunk toward the door, removing

the animal without accldent.®

NOTES AND COMMENTS ON THE ABOVE g=-

Thie route or road of whiach he speaks with such aisrespect wus ono of Itusca's
main arteries at the time he mentions(189%j« It headed north from Grand Rapids
and ten miles oudk, on Prairie Lake, was the Wilder Rauech or stoppins place, réin
by Art Wilder who later ran the Gladstone hotel in Grand Rapida. A short
distance further on, sbout 2% miles wes the Dunning Rench. Next, on Olear Water Brook
was the liyers Ranch mansged by Bllly Myers; then at Little Webana vou found the

Was20n Ranch owned snd operhted by Johu Wassoy Vetter known as"3pearhead,

The next stopping plsce on that trall wes 31lly Kennady®e Rangh on EsnsoMLake and

finally and ferthest north was Easty's Ranch , r4n by"Cap" Hasty. Thie last was
lecated Just north of the Balsam Brook on the right side of the ﬂﬂ%ﬁ% road géing
northe This was across the rcad and & shert distance north of the nresent Ce Ve
Smith plage.

Wasson Lake 1n the north east corner of 59 - 24 was nemed after = son of
Jobn or "Spearhead" Wasson. The sond was ¢slled Bert Waason nnd carried on logping
operations on the leke named for uhim,

Sandy Owens lived on See¢s 22, Tps 80 ~ 24 on the south showe of Owsnelaice that
was named for him « The site of his buildiugs was at the western edze of the
CuCuCs camp Noe 718 now ldcated on Owens Lokoe

The reason for the lagk of "Ranched" beyond "Cap” hasty?s was that there was no
need of them beyond that point as there were logging camps evsry few miles along
the trail. South of Hasty's the country had all been logged off by 1899,

This was the trail on which lived Napoleon Russel, Bacon and Pater MoKenna,
characters and homes of the early murder drama of Itasca Countys

A county map will be prepared snowing this trasl, stonping plasss or Ranches

and settlers locations etac.
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HISTORY OF ITASCA COUNTY.~ from "Pioneer Lumberman * * * ", Geo. H, Warren.

Historieally, the forst mention of iron ore in nprthern Minnesota dates baak
to the report of J. G. Norwood, made in 1850, in which he mentions the occurrence
of dorn ore at Gunflint Lake, but claimed no commercial importance in his dis-
covery. The Geoclogical and Natural History Survey of Minn., Vole 4, page 583,
records the followings H. E. Easmes, state geologist of Minnesots in 18656 and
1866, wes the first tc observe and report iron ore on both the Vermilion and
Mesabl ranges, and to comslder it of any value. In his report for 1866, he
desocribes the ore outeroppings near the southern shore of Lake Vermilion, and in
his report, published the following paxy is an asccount of the ore at Prairie
River Falls, on the western end of the Messbi range, and several analyses show-

ing it to be of good gquality.

As early as 1880, Professor A. H. Chester,,in the interest of vrivate partiea,%

made a personal examination of the Vermilion Iron Range, and predicted that an irom
ore district of immense value and importance would be found to exist on that range,
George C. Stone of Duluth, one of the parties who had employed Chester to make the
examgnation for iron ore, was elected 2 mamber of the Minnesota iegislature, and,
through his instrumentality, in 1881, a lawxwas passed, "to encourage mining in this
state, by providing a uniform rate for the taxation of mining properties and
products.” This law provided for the payment of a tax of fifty cents for esch ton
of vopper, and one cent for each tom of iron ore, mined and shipped or disposed of
sach ton to be estimated as containime two thousend two hundred and forty pounds,
The Duluth and Iron Renge Railwegd was constructed from Two Hsrbors, on Lake
Superior, to Tower, Minnesota; and in August, 1884, the first shipment of irom ore
was made from the Minnesota mine at Tower.
Promising outcroppings of iron ore bearing rocks were found east of Tower, whers now
is the flourishing town of Ely. Work was begun on these outocrops, resultins in the
finding of the Chandler Mine, by (aptain John Pengilly, from which, in 1688, the
first shipment of iron ore was made, the railroad having been expended from Tower
to Ely, for the purpose, primarily, of shipping the iron ore to Pwo Harbors, snd
thence to the eastern markets,

Other mines were lager found in this viginity. The bmilding and equivping of
this railroad oreated a demand for manufactured lumber, for railrosd ties, and
for thdegraph poles. Sawmills were built at ddffevent voints along the lihe

of the railroad and at its terminals, so that the years immedistely followi
were busy ones for those dealing in standing timber and i1ts manufasctured products.




The 4ttached manusceript is the text of a papar read by Judge Thwing
(Dist. Coumt Judge) who lives in Grand Rapids, The paper was wpitten for, and
read at a banquet given for a former resident who was here on a vistt inld37,
The man was Oscar Mather and 1937 was Just £ifty years after he first came %o
Grand Rapids, hense the banquete.
not
Now this would be classed as a sprightly narrative by your humble

gervant, but it contains a bit of meat. Some of his statement of fact

were made without thoro investigation. He does not consider it infallible

and said so when he gave the paper to be copled. Seems as though he was

more concernad in tracing the judicisl authority than about things that
interest the eommon run of folk. Howewer, here it is with his coneent
and freely offered. Here's hoping the reader does not find it as heavy

goinzg as I did. SHAW
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ITASCA COUNTY'S BEGINNINGS
(A Preliminary Sketech. )

On Ootober 19, 1937, a considerable number of the friends of Mr. Oscar L. Mather,
now of Madison Lake, Minnesota, were his guests at a dinner in Grand laplds, celebrat-
ing the 50th anniversary of his coming to Itasca County. HNaturally old times furnish=-
ed the subject for discusaion, The writer, being one of the guests and not qualifying
to relate personal experiences in the county more than 36 years back, after rather
hasty preparation, compiled and briefly talked of some of the matters appearing in
this papers At Mr. Mather's request further research has been made and the results
here compiled.

The value of a county historical soclety was advanced and met with general approv=-
als Many of those present and many others could contribute much of interest &o the
annals of such a society. What appears here is largely geographical, yet, as so lim-
ited, may be entertaining and instructives It will be apparent, however, that many
a human interest story could be adduced to enliven the details here assembled from
the records; and this paper seems rightly termed a "preliminary sketch," to ald any
who can and will give the time to make a more complete ploture,

BEEQRE MINKESOIA

While it goes somewhat far afield, 1t has seemed some preliminary geographical
data affecting the territory now in our state and county has a proper place in this
paper; and an effort has been made to compile same, After emamining much authori-
tative literature, however, the task has been found too great to complete at this
time, and must be left to a future occasion, or to the hands of another searcher.
Minnesota Statutes as far back as those for 1849-1858, Session Laws and Legislative
Menuals have been the chief avallable sources., Drs. Folwell's History of Minnesota,
Vol. 1, and Vol. 2 of "Minnesota in Three Centuries," compiled by Return I. Holcombe,
with the aid of an informed editorial board, contain much of valuey but the scope of
these volumes was too broad to permit them to be complete a2s to the details here be-
ing considered. The same 1s even more true of articles in the encyclopedias dealing
with the various states whose histories and original archives should be consulted,
and of the brief descriptive matter as to these states found in such volumes as the
Index to Messages and Papers of the Presidents., The series last mentioned disclose,
among the Presidential documents, much that throws light on the subject and direct
the reader to other sources, I apprehend the volumes of general or revised atatutes
of the statea which were parts of the Northwest Territory and of the Loulsiana Pur-
chase contain in their Organic Acts the most early accessible data as to their bound-
aries.

This much, however, may be accepted as knowns that the original sources of ag-
gcession to the public domain of the United States of what is now Minnesota mee (1) the
treaty with Great Britain in 1783, as clarified by later treaties, notably the Webster-
Ashburton Treaty in 1842; $2) the cessions to the United States of the conflieting
olaims of New York, Virginia, Massachusetts and Comnectiout which led to the passage
by Congress of the famous Ordinance of 1787 (the first highly important enactment of
that body) prescribing the rules of temporary government of "the territory of the
United States north-west of the river Ohio," and among them principles vitally affect-
ing the future history of the nation, such as the prohibition of slavery in this
northwest territory; (3) the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, whereby the claims France
lately had scquired from Spain to the New Orleans and surrounding country and to the
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vast region west of the Mississippl were bought, a transaction whose constitution-
ality was doubtful in the minds of such striet constructionists as president Jeffer-
son himself; and (4) treaties with the Indian Nations,

It is sufficient here to say, as to the first mentioned sourge, that, until the
Webster-Ashburton treaty, the entire boundary between the United States and the Brit-
ish possessions was in doubt; that among the questions facing the negotiatdrs, after
they had agreed on the line as far west as a point north of Isle Royale, in Lake
Superior, was the course followed from thence west; that the British emissaries deem~
ed a line should be drawn from that point to Fond du Lac, thence by the St. Louils
river to Rainy Lake (which, if accepted, would have placed Duluth, all of Lake and
Cook and Much of St. Louls counties in Canada); that the American representatives
contended the true course was by way of the Dog river (perhaps the Kaministiquia);
that interpretation of the earlier treaties was found difficult "because of imperfect
knowledge of this remote country”; and that a compromise resulted in adopting the course
up the Pigeon river, thence via various portages and small lakes and the Aajiny river
to a termination at the Northwest angle of the Lake of the Woods, (a part of Minnesota,
now in Lake of the Woods county, known to this day as the "Northwest Angle"). From
that point existing treaties required that the line be run due south to the intersec-
tion with the 49th parallel, thence along that parallel to the Rocky Mountains, Pre=-
liminary conferences left so little probability of an agreement as to the boundary
farther west that it was not deemed expedient to make it one of the subjects of this
treaty. Four years later, after "54-40 or Fight" had become a political issue and a
possible cause of war, that was adjusted by continuing along the same line to the
waters between Washington and Vancouver, thence through those waters to the Pacific.

It 1s the general popular impression that the Mississippi River to its source
constituted the coundary between the Northwest Territory and the Louisiana Purchase,
and that may be right. If so, the larger part of Minnesota, including that part of
Itasca County south and west of the Mississippi, was in the Louisiana Purchase, A
theory has been advance, however, that north of the confluence of the Mississippi and
the Missouri, the boundary was the height of land between the tributaries of these
two great rivers, If research has not established the correctness of one or the other
theory, further efforts to do so would be of historical interest, whether or not of
serious practical importance at this time. It is perhaps even more probable that there
was no definitely known or claimed boundary., One of the incentives for the Purchase
was a constantly threatening controversy over the boundary near the mouth of the Mis-
sissippi; and the acquisition of France's claim to the entire region no doubt averted
extension of the dispute.

The Ordinance of 1787 covered the region west of the original 13 states, lying
between the Ohio river, the Mississippi river and the Great Lakes. It presgribed a
territorial form of government, but contempleted that in time the territory should
be divided into not less than three nor more than five states, the proposed boundaries
of them being indicated (and afterwards quite closely followed), each, when it should
have 60,000 free inhabitants, to be entitled to admission to the Union on equal foot-
ing with the original states. The ordinance was declared an unalterable contract be-
tween the original states and the people and states in the territory.

Ohlo in 1802 was ready to be and was admitted pursuant to this compacte Then
what was left of the territory from time to time, became succesastvely the Territory
of Indiana, of Illinois, of Michigan and of Wisconsin. As the states bearing those
names were admitted to the Union, at least so much of Minnesota as 1ies east of the
Mississippi became part of the territory next oreated; and there is much room for imh
belief (capable of verification by consulting original sources) that all,or substan-
tially all, of Minnesota was successively part of Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and
Wisconsin Territories.
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On the other hand, in the Index to the "jiessages and Papers,"” supra, sub nom,
Minnesota, it is stated that the lands west of the Mississippi were included sue-
cessively in the Territories of Upper Louisiesna, Arkansas, Missouri and Iowa.

The reliable Minnesota Histories, above cited, do make clear that Minnesota was
once part of Crawford County, Michigan, later part of Crawford County, Wisconsing that
when Iowa Territory was created in 1838 it was made to include all that part of the then
territory of Wisgonsin "lying west of the Mississippi river and west of a line drawn
due north from the head-waters or sources of the Mississippi to the Territorial line."
That part of Minnesota, or the then partially settled portion of it, was within the
Juriasdiction of Clayton County, the county seat being 250 miles distant from the place
where Henry He Sibley, one of 1ts justices of the peace, held his court. Iowa, when
Seeking statehood, sought to include a oconsideradle part of Minnesota as far north as
the great bend in the Minnesota river; but was admitted with its present boundaries
in 1846, My research has not yet determined what became of the remainder of Iowa
Territory.

In 1848 Wisoonsin, with its present boundaries, became a state; but the fixing
of 1ts boundaries was preceded by a vigorous controversy. Advocates of Wisconsin's
statehood contended, with some show of reason, that she, being the last of the five
states contemplated to be created out of the Northwest Territory, was entitled to ine
clude within her boundaries all that remained of that Territory; and a bill making
that possible did pass one of the houses of Congress, Residents west of the St. Croix
were opposed to this, however. <The bill was ultimately reconsidered, amended and pass-
ed with the boundaries fixed as now. Thus narrowly did all of Minnesota east of the
Mississippl escape being part of the State of Wisconsin,

MLINNESO7A LERRITORY

For nearly a year after the State of Wisconsin was admitted the inhabitants of
the remaining portion of the ZTerritory of that name contended it still existed, and
that, among other things, they were entitled to a delegate in Congress. Their argu=
ments met with some recognition. Such government as they had was that furnished by
the territorial officials remaining on their side of the St. Croix. On March 3y
1859, however, this controversy was ended by the passage of the dct of Qongress es-
tablishing Mimnesota Territory. Dr. Folwell tells us this good news reached St. Paul
by means of the first steamer from "below" on April 9, 1849,

The organiec act fixed the boundaries of the new territory, sumarized as followsg
beginning at the Northeast corner of Iowa, thence west along the JIowa line to its
northwest ocorner, thence southerly along lowa's west line to the middle of the main
channel of the Missouri river, thence up the middle of that channel to the mouth of
the White LZarth river, thence up the middle of the main channel of that river to
"the boundary line between the possessions of the United States and Great Britain,"
thence following that boundary to Lake Superior, thsnce in a straight line to the nore

thernmost part of the State of Wisgonsin, thence along the western boundary of that
state to the Mississippi river, thence down the main channel of that river to the
place of beginning.

It will be seen that these boundaries included all of the present State of Minn-
esota, also all that part of the Dakotas lying north and east of the Missouri river,
as far west as the White Barth river, which i3 some 50 or 60 miles east of the present
western boundary of North Dakota. The sites of such Dakota cities as Sioux Falls,
Aberdeen, Plerre, Fargo, Grand Forks, Bismarch and part of Minot were within Minne
esota Territory. Pembina, now in northeastern North Dakota, was even then one of the
important settlements,

The organic act reserved power in Congress to divéde the territory as it saw
fit, or to attach any portion to any other state or territory, and patterned no doubt
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after the acts organizing the older territories, provided for a territorial government,
the executive officers being a governor and a secretary appointed by the president,
and the legislative power being vested in the governor and a legislative assembly,
comprising a council of nine members and a house of eighteen representatives, Supreme,
distriot and probate courts and justices of the peace were contemplated, the terri-
tory to be divided into three judlcial distriets, the distriet court in each pre=-
sided over by one of the supreme court Justices.

Alexander Ramsey of Pennsylvanla was appointed the first territorial governor,
and Henry He Sibley, who had assumed to act for the "Territory of Wisconsin," was
the first Minnesota delegate to Congress, Pending the meeting of the legislative
assembly, the governor created temporary districts for Judieial and local purposes
which have been referred to as St. Crolx County, between the St. Croix and the Mis-
8issippi, county seat, Stillwater; La Pointe County west of the Mississippil and north
of the Minnesota and a line running due west from its headwaters to the Missouri,
county seat St. Anthony Falle; Dakota County, all south of the Minnesota and said
extended line, county seat, Mendota., These "gounty seats,” all within 25 miles of
each other, and the administrative and judicial officers functioning there, no doubt
fulfilled all the needs of the vast domains within their jurisdictions.

The first assembly coreated the original duly established counties, nine in num-
bers Maps of them are found in the Folwell and Holcombe volumes, The three most
populous, Washington, Ramsey and Benton, were between the St. Croix and the Missis-
8ippi, alined in the order named from east to west, extending from the Mississippi
to a straight line from the intersection of the east territorial boundary with Lat.
45%30" to the mouth of Mud river, or "Muddy Creek," as it was called, in or near the
8ite of the present village of Aitkin., Mille Lacs lake was in Ramsey county.

Itasca county included all of the territory north and east of the line just de~
sorived, the Mississippl from Mud River to a point due south of the middle of Lake of
the Woods, and mivh a line from this point due north to the Canadian boundary; not
that part of the present Itasca south of the Mississippi, which was in Pembina.

Four of the other counties, Wabashaw, Dahkotah, Wahnahta, Mahkahta, in that ore
der from south to north, with straight east and west lines as boundaries between them,
covered all the area between the Mississippi and the Missouri, from the territory's
southemm boundary to a line approximately including the present north lines of Crow
Wing and Wadena counties,

Pembina county ingluded all the rest of the territory, and area some 325 miles
long from east to west, and some 100 miles from north to south, from Itasca's west
line to the Missouri and the White Earth, also including all south and west of the
Mississippl down to the north line of Mahkahta,

The political importance of Itasca county, so far as votes were concermed, is
evidenced by a census taken about that time, showing that, out of a territorial
population of 5000, 21 males and 9 females reaided in Itasca, MNeipivhem Neither
Itasca nor Pembina (with a population of 637) was credited with any votes for dele-
gate to Congress at the first election. Itasca, Wahnahta, and Mahkahta had no county
seats; only Washington, Hamsey and Benton were organized.

In 1851 substantial changes were made in the countles, the results being found
in R, 8, 1851 and in Pub, Stats,, 1849-1858, che 1, Washington County was out down
to its present area and coundaries., Itasca was left as first establisheds Chisago
was coreated, including its present area, that of what is now Pine County, four and a
fraction townships along the east line of what is now Aitkin, in its southeastern
corner, and & little over the south tier of townships in the present Carlton County,
Ramsey's boundaries were changed so as to include, with its present area, all of the
present 4noka, Sherburne, Isanti, Kanabeo, Mille Lacs and Aitkin, lying east and south
of the fum river and its west branch and a line from the source of the west branch
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due north to the Mississippi, thence up tpb Mississippl to the mouth of Mud river,
thence along the Itasca south boundary to the -west boundary of Chisago.

Senton, as newly defined, began at the mouth of the Rum River, thence along Ram=
sey's west boundary to the north intersection with the Mi'ssissippi, thence down that
river to the place of beginning.

Wabasha was ohanged to include only that part of the territory east of a line
running due south from a point on the Mississippi known as Medicine Bottle Village
at Pine Bend to the Iowa line.

Wahnahta and Mahkahta Counties were discontimued; and the boundaries of Dakota
county were changed so as to include all between Wabasha County and the Mississippi,
on the east, and Missouri, on the west, as far north as a line beginning at the mouth
of the Crow river (the present boundary between Wright and Hennepin), thence up the
Crow and its north branch %o its source, thence due west to the Missouri,

Cass County was created beginning at the mouth of the Crow river; thence up the
Mississippi to Itasca Lake; thence on a direct line to Otter Tall Lake; thence on a
direct line to the source of Long Prairie river; thence due south to the northern
boundary of Dakota county; thence along sald line to the point of beginning; thereby
including everything south and west of the Mississippl from Lake Itasca to the present
boundary between Wright and Hennepin, to the western boundaries indicated.

Pembina County, as revised, empraced a vaster area than before, losing the tract
adjoining the Mississippl from Itasca Lake east, but gaining everything north of the
Crow river-Missouri river line not included in Cassy all that part of North Dakota,
and a considerable part of South Dakota, which was in Minnesota lerritory.

Chisago, Washington, HZamsey and Benton were organized, provision being made for
their county government., ZThe others were nots Itasca, Cass and Pembina were attached

for judicial, taxation and administrative purposes to Benton, whose "seat of justice"
was to be within 1/4 of a mile of a point on the east side of the Mississippi direct=
ly opposite the mouth of Sauk River, the present site of Sauk Rapids.

Itasca and the other unorganized counties were to be entitled each to not over
8ix justices and the same number of constables, appointed by the governor for two
years, subject to removal by him.

If the Benton county court files and records of territorial days are available,
an examination of them might disclose whether any cases were brought or tried which
affected Itasca County parties or transactions; but it seems doudtful whether there
were any such. The supreme court decisions of that periocd, found in Volumes 1 and 2
of the Minnesota Reports, dealt almost exelusively with cases from Ramsey and Washing=
ton, a very few from other near-by counties, none from Benton. Civil actions, except
those whose pringipal relief affected title to land, coudd then and still may be tried
in any county; and it is not unlikely, if there were any civil cases of sufficient
importance to Justify trials in district court, they were brought and disposed of at
the center of population. Most, if not all, of the lands in Northern Minnesota belong=
ed to the government or to Indian nations. Apprehension and prosecution of those
oharged with felonies in the wild, remote regions must have been attended with insur-
mountable difficudtiess The jurisdiction of Justices of the peace was limited; as now,
to the trials for misdemeanors and of civil actions involving $100 or less and not
affecting the titles to landj but it may be surmised that "West of the Pecos” was not
the first region in which the magistrate was a forceful ploneer of commanding influence
over a wide area, administering justice on the basis of his usually sound ldeas of
what was sensible and right, without much aid from the law books, and whose decisions
were final,
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In 1862 Hennepin became the tenth gbunty, established from a part of Dakota
County, then including a larger area than now. The act provided that, upon rati-
fication by the United States Senate of a treaty with the Dakota Indians recently
coneluded at Mendota, Hennepin should become &n organized county; but until then it
should be attached to Hamsey for judicial and to Dakota for election purposes.

In The ensuing yix years of territorial days fortypseven additional counties
were established, many of them organized. <hey evidence the rapid and wide=-spread
growth of the territory, whose white population increased from 6077 in 1850 to
150,037 in 1857, XHRestriction of this paper to reasonable limits does not pernit &
detailed examination of the original boundaries and development of these counties;
but the names of some of them,and of some of their county seats, which have disappear-
ed, are of interest. The counties of Plerce, Davis, Buchanan, Toombs, Breckenridge,
whose then names are no longer used, and Douglas, which is still so named, hark back
to the pre~cfvil war period when Jefferson Davis and the other Democrats in Washing~
ton were those who befriended the canuse of this territory., Manomin (part of which
is now Anoka), and Monongalia (now in Xendiyohi) of course were names having Indian
derivations, Midway and B1g Sioux were in the present boundaries of South Dakxota,
included in what are now Moody and Minnehaha counties in that State. Monroe is now
mostly in the southern part of Mille Lacs county, and had Princeton as its county seats

County seats whose rise‘and fall, or changes of name, might be traced with in-
terest included San Franciseco, in Carver; Humboldt, in Sherburne; Chengwatans, in Pine;
Wilton, in Waseca; Hanover, in Mille Lecs; Fortuna in Buchanan; Twin Lakes, in Carltong
Lankiagun City, in "Aiken"p Medary, in Jackson; Gretchtown, in Nobles; Manomin, in
Manoming Shayemne City, in Breckenridge; Doublas, in polk, Many of the acts permit-
ted the voters to choose their own first county seat, and a genersl act was passed
providing for elections to select or change county seats.

Itasca's firat losa of territory ocourred in 1855 when Doty county was estab~
l1ished, including all of the territory east of a line comuencing a2t the mouth of
Vermillion river; thence down (up) that river to Vermillion lake; thence through the
genter of that lake to the southeast shore at the mouth of its principal inlet; thence
in a direct line to Dead #ish lake; thence through that lske and down the Ste Louis
river, including Loke and Cook counties; and the greater part of St. Louis. Leter in
the same year the name of Doty was changed to Newton, and Superior county was estab-
lished, and its name changed to St, Louis, In the 1849-58 Statutes, et page 88, the
boundaries of the latter county were defined as including "that portion of the terri-
tory of Minnesota lying west of a line commencing at the mouth of Knife river on the
north shore of Lske Superior, and running due north until it intersects the boundary
line between the United States and the British Possessions." This eastern boundary
was nearly the same as the present castern line of St. Louis Countys But if the de-
scription above quoted was complete and acourate, St. Louis ocounty acquired and fora
few months included all the area in its present boundary, and those of Itasca, Cass and
Pembina west of the east line above denoted, to the Missouri and White Zarth rivers,
Ste Louis thereby included all of the present Itasca, but the latter apparently re-
tained northern Altkin and Carlton, and at least that part of St. Louis south of the
Ste Louis river.

As these counties remained unorganized, the fluctuations and inconsistencies
in their boundaries were of little practical importance; and the purposes of the
kaleldoscopliec changes are somewhat difficult to see. In March, 1856, Lake county
was created including all the territory east of the line due morth from the mouth of
Knife river to the Canadiesn boundary; and in the same act it was provided that St.
Louis county was created, including "so much of the County of Itasca" embraced in a
line commencing at the point where Itasca's south boundary intersected the range lines
between ranges 51 and 562, thence north to Canada, thence east along the international
boundary to Lake county, thence south along the latter's west boundary to Lake Super-
ior, thence "in a southeasterly direction" along the shoré of that lake and up the St.
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Louis river to the Minnesota-Wisconsin véundayy; thence south to Wthe present south
boundary of Itasca county” (Lat. 46°30'); thence west along that boundary to the place
of bveginnings Thereby St, Louis acquired all its present boundaries and approximately
the northern half of Carlton, Itasca, Lake and St. Louls remained attached to Benton
(which had become considerably reduced) for Judicial purposes.

A year later, in May, 1857, Carlton was created, acquiring its present bound-
aries; and "Alken," (whose name was shortly to be changed to Aitkin), including only
that part of the present sounty south of the then Itasca south line (that between the
mouth of Mud river and 46 30' on the east territorial line); also, Crow Wing (then only
including that part of the present county south of the Mississippi); and provision
was made for the organization of these and other counties then coming into being.

And on March §, 1857, it was enacted that the County of Itasca "is hereby de=-
clared to be an organized county." The temporary county seat was fixed at 0jibway
(I have not yet definitely located this point « probably a trading post on Sandy Lake),
the governor was empowered to appoint three county commissioners having the power to
appoint other county officers and perform all other functiona of a county board. The
gounty was attached to the third Judicial district, terms of court to be held as ap-
pointed by the judge of that district (one of the three supreme court justices.) No
record has yet been found of any appointment of any county officials, of any function~
ing of the county then organized, nor of any court term appointed or held.

THE STATE OF MINKESOTA

On February 26, 1647, Congress passed an act "to authorize the people of Minne
esota to form a conatitutﬁion and state government, preparatory to their admission
into the Union on an equal footing with the original states.” It fixed the boundaries
as they are nows. Pursuant thereto a conatitutﬁional convention was called to be held
on Monday, July 13th. The partisan sympathies in the commonwealth were nearly equale=
ly divided, and many seats were in dispute. No hour of meeting had been set, the place
was the chamber of the House of Representatives. The Republicahs assembled first snd
took possession of the chamber, The Democrats shortly appeared, and the platform was
ocoupled by two chairmen, one selected by each groups The Democrats moved to adjourn
until the next day, and their chairman declared an adjournment. The Republicans re-
mained and retained possession. <“he Demoerats, not gaining admittance to the House
chamber, reassembled in the Council chambers The two bodies met from day to day for
two months, each framing a constitutfon. Finally, late in August, conference committ-
ees met and, without either section surrendering, agreed upon a document which was
submitted to the people and ratified by them on October 13th by a vote of 30,055 to
571. At the same election state officers were chosen, Sibley, Democrat, prevailing
over Ramsey, Republican, for governor, by a vote of 17,790 to 17,560s The first state
legislature convened on December 3d and remained in session to August 12, 1858, In
the meantime, on May 11, 18568, congress approved the conatitutfon and admitted the
State into the Unions

(As in the case of part of Wisconsin Territory's becoming a State, a like con-
troversy now arose whether what remained of Minnesota Territory retained a territorial
government., As late as April 20, 1860, President Buchanan replied to an inquiry of
the National House of Hepresentatives that since the admission of the State in 1858
he had done nothing either affirming or denying the existence of the Territory, and
that the question in regard to that part of it without the limits of the existing
Gtate remained for the decision of Congress. That decision was made in 1861 when
Dakota Territory was created, including not only the present boundaries of the two
Dakotas, but also Montana and parts of ldaho and Wyoming.)

For the purposes of this paper, the significant portions of the new Minnesota
Constitution were the provision in the attached "Schedule" that the territorial laws
and proceedings should remain in force until they expire by their own limitation or
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are altered or repealed by the legislature, others placing Itasca in the 28th legla-
lative and the 4th Judioial distriots, and the provision in Article 11, sestion y
that all laws changing county lines in organized counties shall, before taking effect,

be submitted to the voters of the county or counties affected and be adopted by a

majority of them.

In the light of these provisions it seems clear that for some reason the terri-
torial act of March 1857, purporting to organize Itasca County never became effect-
ive; for on March 18, 1858, Itasca and (ass were attached to Crow Wing for Judicial
purposes, all recording theretofore done in the latter county veing legalized; and on
August 12th in the samé year Orow Wing, Itascs, Cass, Mille Lacs and Pembina were
attached to Morrison, in the 3d judicial district, "for Judicial and other purposes
to enforce civil rights and criminal Justice;" and on March 7, 1861, the boundary
lines of "Aiken" county were changed so as to add to it some territory from Pine and
Remsey and also so much of Itasca as was south of the line between townships 47 and 48.
Before this should take effect the approval of the voters of Pine and Ramsey was re-
quired, not that of the electors of Itasca.

Itasca's boundaries, upon the taking effect of this act, became as follows;
Beginning at the north boundary of the state in the middle of the Lake of the Vioods;
thence due south to the middle of the main channel of the Mississippi; thence down
that channel to the line between ranges 21 and 22; thence up that line to the Canad=
ian boundary; thence along that line to the place of beginning, Itasca then embrag=
ed all 1ts present boundaries (except the area south and west of the Mississippi,
still in Cass), all of Aitkin east of that river to a line a short distance south of
MoGregor and Tamarack, all of Koochiching, and a considersble strip in Beltrami and
Lake of the Woods; probably including the site of Baudette, but not that of Bemidji.
I do not find that occasion ever arose to definitely locate "the middle of the Lake
of the Woods".

In 1866 Itasca, $t. Louils and other counties were placed in the newly-created
seventh judicial district,

On february 21, 18%1, Aiken County (whose name was changed to "4ltkin" the
following year) was given its present boundaries, thereby further substantially re-
stricting those of Cass and Itasca, and provision was made for its organization; and
it was attached to Crow Wing for judicial and record purposes,

On March 4, 1872, Cass Oounty was declared orgenized, the governor thereupon
appointed its county commissioners who selected West Brainerd as its county seat and
appointed other officers. Its area included all its present boundaries, all of
Itasca and Beltrami south of the Mississippi, all or practically all of Hubbard, and
all of Crow Wing north of the Mississippi. Four years later, by Sp. Laws 1876, che
208, the aot organizing Oass was repealed, the county disorganized and attached to
Crow Wing for record and Judieial purposes, 2This legislation led to an interesting
case, State, ex rel. Slipp v, MoFadden, 23 Minn, 40. The Cass county voard on March
15, 1876, removed the county treasurer, and appointed the relator in his places, The
former treasurer turned over his books, papers, etcs, not to relator, but to respond-
ent, the treasurer of Crow Wing county., In this mandamus suit Cass county contended
that, because of the constitutional provision against changing the boundaries of an
organized county without a vote of ita people the 1878 act had not besome effective.
The supreme gourt held the provision relied upon did not prohibit the legislature's
dlsorganizing the county and denied the writ soughte Chief Justice Gilfillan vig-
orously dissented, being of the opinion that abolition of an organized county was
équivalent to a change of its boundaries. (In State, ex rels Childs V. Board of
County Commissioners of Crow Wing County, 68 Minn. 519, in 1896, the court followed
the Mofadden case, but held that by the 1881 and 1892 amendments of the constitution,
article 4, secs., 33 and 34, the provision in article 11, sec. 1, above mentioned, was
repealed by implication.)
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Cass County, by its disorganization, having reverted to the status of one sube

Ject to the complete control of the legislature, the next thirteen years produced im-
portant changes, and proposed changes, in its boundaries without its voters having
any voice on the subject. 1In 1883 a portion was detached to form Hubbard county.

In 16883 and 1885 the taking of portions to be attached to Crow Wing was submitted
only to the electors of the latter dounty; and in 1887 all that part of the present
Crow Wing north of the Mississippl was permitted to be taken from Cass by Crow Wing,
if the latter's voters wanted it, and they dide In 1883 the voters of VWadena were
given the opportunity to take the five townships adjoining that county on the east
but rejected thems In 1887 that part of Itasca south of the Mississippi was finally
acquired by transfer from Cass, neither county being organized and therefore no vote
of the people of either county being necessary. Beltrami, which had been established
in 1866, increased in 187889, acquiring that part of Itasca west of the latter's pres-
ent boundaries, was in 1882 enhanced by receiving from Cass that part of Beltrami's
present area south of the Mississippi. OSome solace was proposed for Cass in 1867 and
1891 by giving her the five northern full and fractional townships in Morrison, sub-
Ject to the approval of the voters of that county; but the voters said "No," and the
gift was not effectuated.

Thus in 1887 Itasca's boundaries had become what they remained for some twenty
years until Koobhiching was created from her northern reaches. In the same year the
15th Judicial district was estahlished, including Aitkin, Oass, Orow Wing, Hubbard,
Itasca dnd Wadena, (o B, Sleeper of Brainerd was appointed the first judge, and was
Succeeded after the next election by George V. Holland of the same city. In 1887,
too, Itasoca was detached from Crow wing and attached to Aitkin for record, judicial,
taxation and other purposes.

By the apportionment of 1889 Itasca, Altkin, Cass, Hubbard, Wadena and Carlton
became the 53d legislative district. At the session of 1891, by Chapter 147 Itasca
became an organized county, the governor was empowered to appoint three county come
missioners, who were to appoint the other county officers (except that the Aitkin
County sheriff was $o remain such for Itasca until the next general election), were
to divide the county into comnissioners® districts, and, with the officers appointed
by them, to hold office until the next election. The county seat was to be chosen
by the voters at that election.

In 1895 Itasca for the first time sent one of her citizens to the legislature,
Daniel M. Uunn of Grand fapids, entering the houses The 1897 apportionment placed
Carlton, Aitkin, Itasca and Cass in the 52d district; and the 1913 apportionment lime
ited the area of that district to Itasca and Cass, which had in the meantime been re-
organized,

By amendment (Art 4, sec. 33) of the constitution, adopted at the 1892 eleation,
the legislature was prohibited from passing local or special laws dealing with vare
ious sudbjects, including regulating the affairs of or incorporating, erecting or
changing the lines of any county or other local unite. <hereupon chapter 143, lLaws
1893, was enagted, which, with changes, is still tine law (Mason's Stats., secs. 602
et seqe) This contemplates changing of boundaries and organization of new counties
upon filing of a petitlon, signed by a designated percentage of the voters of the county
or countles affected, with the secretary of state, the governor proclaims the same and
directs 1ts submitéal to the voters. Only one proposition, ordinarily, may be sub=
mitted at one time. The result is certified to the governor and, if it is favorable,
he proclaims the same. <[lhe proposition submitted designates boundaries, county seat
and the first county board, who, upon acquiring office, appoint the other county
offiaers.

Under this act in 1908 three petitions were filed each for the ereation of a
new county out of portions of Itasca, each proposed new county having boundaries dif-
ferent from those of the others. One contemplated the creation of Xoochiching County,




one Forest County, and the third Northome ‘County. The Koochiching petition being first
filed, it alone was submitted at the election that fall, Naturally vigorous oppos-
ition was presented by the voters interested in the other petitions, but the propos-
ition carried and was so proclaimed. 4n attempt to defeat the result in the courts
failed (State V, MoDonald, 101 Minn, 249); and the final change in Itasca's boundar-
les was completed.

The detachment of Koochiching left Itasca with only four commissioners' dise
tricts. At the first meeting in 1907 the commissioners were equally divided on organ-
izations They remained deadlocked, unable to transact any business, until a bill
was hastily drafted, submitted to the legislature and ppssed under suspension of
the rules, providing for the governor's appointing a commAssioner at large to serve
until the next election after redistricting of the county. Oyrus M. King of Deer
River, father of the present state auditor, was the commissioner at large appédnted,
and remained on the board for some years., The act of the legislature still remains
on the statutes (Mason's Stats,, secs. 611-615), and has been used in other like
emergencies,

EARLY COUNTY RECORDS

By Laws of 1870, chapter 66, it was provided that deeds and other documents
affecting real estate in an unorganized county may be recorded in the county to which
it is attached for judicial purposes. Until 1887, at least so far as affecting
Itasca, no provision was made for keeping the records for the unorganized county sep~
arate, The many changes affecting the boundaries of Itasca, and in the designation
of the county to which it was attached for Judicial purposes, caused much confusion
and doubt as to the proper place for recording such instruments. As changes were made,
records affecting real estate in the territory affected were, or should heve been
transeribed to the county which became the proper place for such records to be found
thereafter, When Itasoa became organized in 1891 transcripts of all such records found,
or should have found, thelr way to the office of the register of deeds of this county.
Omissions occurred, but, perhaps through the diligence of owners, &s well as of the
officials, few which caused serious breaks or defects in the titles Duplications
were qulte frequent, indeed, after a complete transeribing authorized by the county
board many years later, the same instrument may now be found, occasionally, in three
or four of the Itasca County records.

In the 1887 act, chapter 264, it was provided that the records of Itasca county
should be kept by the Aitkin county officials separate and apart from those of their
own county, in books owned by or procured for the use of Itasca, and that all the
officers of Aitkin county should have all the authority, jurisdiction and duties of
their respective officds for and in behalf of Itasca county with the same effect as
if they had been regularly chosen or elected and qualified as such officers of Itasca.
The context mekes these provisions at least open to the construction that the county
comnissioners of 4itkin were among the officers having such authority, Jjurisdiction
and duties.

dccordingly, at least in the office of the Itasca County register of deeds, the
first original records were those which were brought here from Aitkin in 1891; and in
the first clothbound commissioners' record book the first 74 pages bear minutes of
meetings of the ocounty board for Aitkin and Itascs counties desling with Itaace county
matters commencing February 26, 1887, and ending January 17, 1891« 8. S. Luther was
county auditor all during that periods Board members during portions of the period
were E. B, Lowell, W, B, Marr, D, Ms Soriven, John Hennessy, and Mr. Hazelton.

Official action taken dealt to quite an extent with acting on applications for
liouor licenses 2t Grand Rapids, Akeley (La Prairie) and Pokegame Falls, the fees
for which provided nearly one-fourth of the revenue for Jtasca county purposes., This
board appointed the assessor, equalized the assessments, levied taxes for county,
road and bridge and poor purposes, fixed salaries to be paid by Itaseca, designated
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the newspaper for publishing offisial proceedjngs and delinquent tax list (The
Altkin Age until 1891 when the La Prairie lNagnet, A, G. 3ernard, publisher, was
awarded the work), selected jurors, and contracted and pe id bills for services
dealing with Itasca county affairs, except, 2pparently, roads, bridges and school
matters. Wm, L. Wakefield, H, R King, and George W, Keithley were successively
the assessors appointed. Cs A, Buell and Charles Kearney were appointed justices
of the peace for the Grand Raplds election district. On September 24, 1888, Town=
ship 55, Range 25 was organized as Grand Rapids Towns

On May &, 18920, an historiec controversy first appeared in the records. A
petition was filed to incorporate the Village of La Prairie, John Beckfelt sub-
mitted a protest, alleging the proposed area did not have 175 actual residents.
Action was deferred to the next meeting, and a petition to incorporate the Village
of Grand Rapids was referred back to the signers, probably for technical defects.

At the next meeting, on May 19th, the La Prairie petition was again taken up,
but action on it was prevented by a writ of injunction in an action brought by
Robert MoQabe and others againat E, B, Lowell and others; and on this date a peti-
tion of Charles Kearney and 36 others for the incorporation of Grand Rapids was
entertained and a resolution adopted fizing the school house in Grand Repids and
on June 28, 1890, as the place and time for an election to vote on inscorporations
George W, Keithley, E, Re Lewis and C. A, Buell being appointed inspectors, The
two petitions, for La Prairie and for Grand Rapids, materially over-lapped and con=-
flicted as to boundaries, and this no doubt defeated the first effort at Grand Rapids®
incorporation; for one infers it was voted down,

The La Prairie petition was held in abeyance until November 14, 1890, when
the board asked and obtained an opinion from the county attorney on the question
whether granting 1t would be a contempt of court. His opinion was evidently in
the negative, for the petition was granted, and December 22 and Ce A, Buell's Hall
were named the time and place for the voters to act on the petition. Mr, Buell,
§. 3, Boots and Daniel Smith were named inspectors. LEighty0six votes were cast
at the election, all in the affirmative, and the incorporation became complete by
f1ling the proper documents on December 29th.

At the meeting on November l4th the county board received a commnicetion
demonstrating that in some respects times have not changed, Thirty-eight citizens
and taxpayers of Aitkin and Itasca counties, headed by VW, B, Marr demanded that
expenditures be reduced to the lowest possible limit, stating thet "the continued
increase of taxes and debt of Aitkin and Itasca counties is becoming a burden too
great to be borne, and we look to you as the guardians for reilef," This petition,
after being laid over, was on January 17th "indefinitely postponed,."”

The 1887 act contemplated that an accurate account of the district court ex-
pense should be kept, and the same paid by the two counties in the proportions of
their valuations each year, <“his seems to have been overlooked until February, 1891,
when, the prospective independence of Itasca probadbly being in 8ight, the clerk of
court reported the expenses for the period from dpril 1, 1889, to February 26, 1891;
and, finding the then valuations to be Altkin, $572,270, Itasca, §1,903,643, the
board divided the expense in these proportions, Itasca $4921.35, aitkin, ¥2093.35,
and directed the auditor to issue an order on the Itasca Hevenue fund for the bale
ance due Aitkin, $1580 having theretofore been paid. On April 14 the division of
court expense was brought down to date, and the board for Altkin and Itasca ad journ-
ed sine die,
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In the mean time another "county bodrd" had been meeting and performing im-
portant funotions., In the county auditor's office is & little paper bound book
containing entries beginning with one not dated, reciting that the county commis=-
sioners of Itasca county met, William iakefield and 4llen £, Nason present, Patrick
Casey absent, that Wekefield was elected chairman, and the meeting adjourned to
July 28, 1887,

What autherity there was for such & board has not been disclosed by the lim-
ited search I have thus far been able to make., 0ld timers tell me the Aitkin county
board delegated certain of their duties to this body; but the minutes of neither
body show anything as to same, 4n old statute, appearing in the 1866 general stat-
utes at page 115, contains a Title 3 under the heading, "County Commissioners,n
the firat section of which provides that "every county shall be deemed an organized
county for the purposes of this title, and shall have & board of county commissionersn
of three or five members, depending upon the number of votes polled, The counties
werc to be districted, and the commissioners eleoted for three-year terma, and they
were to have the powers usually incident to their offices. This act was construed
in State v, Parker, 25 Minn, 215 (1878) and in Smith V, Anderson, 33 Minn, 25 (1884)
as authorizing unorganized counties to have county boards with certain powers which
the court did not undertake to delimit, beyond holding that they could not appoint,
and the countles could not have other county officers. The statute has ever singe
remained on the books. The specific powers given Aitkin county officials, inscluding
the county board, by the 1887 act might well be construed to make the old law inap=-
plicable to Itasca during that period; but it 1s not impossible that the old state-
ute furnished the color of authority for the board whose doings we are about to
briefly consider, Other sources of information could be examined and more enlight=
enment obtained,

On August 26, 1887, this board met again, This time Vakefield was absent, end
Nason was elected chairman, $2809,22 was levied for road and bridgs purposes,

On September 17, 1887, the board entered into 2 contrset with Sidney McDonald
to open a wagon road between Grand Rapids and the United States government dam at
Pokegama Falls for $250. This omount was afterwards paid, on November 25th, by
Order No. 1.

On September 21, 1887, the board met at W. Potter & Co's. store (other meetings
were held at the Fraser House, in La Prairie, and at other pointa), and received
a petition signed by John Beckfelt and others for the creation of a sechool district
to comprise the Town of Grand Rapids. *his petition, dated on the 20th, was granted
the day it was presented and provision made for an organization election. On Qct-
ober 25 a resolution was adopted (apparently with no preliminary formalities) ate
taching all the rest of Itasca County to this School District No. l. Thus came
into existence the first "common school district of ten or more townshipsa" in the
states Legislation has from time to time been passed governing such districts, and
the experiment has proved successful. The original purpose no doubt was to have the
benefit of the timbbr valuations in the county. Detachments from the district have
been made from time to time, but 1t still includes contiguous territory extending to
every corner of the county. Its validity in the first place probably cannot be de~
fended; but the question has long since been foreclosed by a statute (Mason, 8ec.2792)
that a district which has exercised its powers and franchises for a year shall be
deemed legally organized.

This Itasca County "board" met only spasmodically, the only meeting recorded
in 1888 being one in July when orders were issued to Mr. Nason and another for
road worke Next on May 29, 1889, the "board" met. Comnissioners L. i Knoxz and
Ce 4+ Buell beihg present, and considered a petition of Charles Kearney and 28
others for a wagon bridge across the Mississippi at Grand Rapids. 7This was fole
lowed up by letting o contract in June for #4350, whioh was afterwards paid by
orders issued by this board.
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In November a petition was acted on for a highway commencing at Leland Avenue,
in Grand Sapids, extending in a line s8 direct as practical, to Prairle lake. In
March, 1890, came a road from Bass Brook southeasterly near Pokegama Falls, through
Grand Rapids and La Prairie and over Prairie river to the mouth of Blackberry brooke
In May 2 wood and iron bridge across Prairie river below the Duluth & Winnipeg reil-
way bridge, and a road from the Leland dvenue bridge to Pokegama lake by the most
feasible routes were considered, clso a petition for a road between La Prairie and
the Diamond iron mine; in June a road from the east shore of lMcKinney lake to Prairie
Falls,

The Itasca county organization act was passed March 7, 1891, the governor ap-
pointed L. ¥, Knox, Be C, Finnegan and J. Ps 9ims the first éommissioners, and they
met on March 24ths At this meeting they divided the county into three commissioners!
districts, Noe. 1, all west of the line between ranges 20 and 26; No. 8, a2ll east
of that line except the Town of Grand Rapids; Noe &, that town. They designated
Grand Rfapids as the county seat until changed at the next general election, invited
bids for supplies, selected Court Square, 3lock 20, in the Townsite of Grend Hapids,
as the site for the county bullding and vasult, recommended one term of court, time
to be left to the Judge, and appointed the following officers; K. H. King, aAuditor;
John Beckfelt, treasurer; Charles Kearney, register of deedsi H. W. Canfield, attorney;
Wade Blaker, clerk of court; #. H., Lewis, surveyor; M. 4. Woods, assessor, & little
later O, L. Pratt was appointed Judge of probate and court commissioner, and 2 Re
Pravits superintendent of schools.

A contract was let March 25th to #. A, B, King for building to be used for the
county offices for g570; and to L. L« Jensen for a vault for 170, On May lst,
Commissioner Knox was instructed to take steps to save the Prairie River bridge, and
Commisaioner finnegan to mske the best possible arrangements for repair of the road
to Prairie lakes # result of their efforts probably was an appropriation of $250
from the legislature to aid in repairing a bridge across Prairie river, between
Grand Hapids and La Prairie, described as near the line between townships 55 and 56,

On May 1, a new petition for incorporation of the Village of Grand Rapids with
& lesser area, was acted on favorably, June 9th and John Beckfelt's hall being de-
signated as the time and place for the election, and M. Marshall, ¥, Le. Vance and
9 ¥, &11is as inspectors, Fifty-eight vallots were cast at this election, of which
b2 were favorable, six opposed.

sLnother evidence of a still-existing problem was ﬂaotion taken by the board on
June 13th instructing the auditor to notify lumbermen that the board would ababe
penalties and interest on all "cut lands" if the ovmers would pay the original taxes.

Kremer and King petitioned for the privilege of occupying part of the court
house for the purpose of making abstracts, pursuant to section 947, "Kelly's Stat-
utes,” and they were permitted to occupy the auditor's or treasurer's offices when
not inconvenient to the officials.

The Amsrican Loan & Trust Cos, of Duluth was made depository of county funds,
to be succeeded a year later by the Lumbermen's Bank of Grand Raplds.

The 1891 levy for county purposes was in the amount of 10,000, for roads and
bridges §$1900,

In July, 1891, pursuant to petition of 47 voters, School District Ko.2 was
formed, comprising La,Prairie and all the rest of the east half of Town 55-25 and
the west half of Town 55~24; and the new district was awarded part of the funds of
District No. l.

On November 7 a contract was let to Charles Kearney for 25 cords of dry harde
wood at $3 per cord, and 25 cords of green hardwood for $2.60 per cord.
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In December provision was made for a’bridge over Jass Brook.

The matters of slulce dams constantly arose. <he Aitkin board in 1887 had
granted licenses to the Itasca Lumber Co; to erect and maintain dams across Swan
river, the thoroughfare between Trout and Wavana lakes, and "Clearwater stream,"
In 16891 and 1852 similar licenses were granted to George He Price for a dam across
Hartley brook, to O« Le Mather one across Hanson brook, to #, 4, Powers one agross
Prairie river, and to slijah Price one across Balsam brooke The Powers petition
met with vigorous opposition from other timber operators, but was finally granted
after special provisions were agreed upon.

The Urand saplds Magnet in January was designated the official newspaper.

In March, 1892, Mre. Canfield resigned as county attorneye Ce. Le Pratt was ap-
pointed to succeed him, retaining his position as court commissioner and being suce
ceeded by Oes He Stilson as judge of probate,

In July, 16892, $12,000 were levied for county purposes.

In October several election precinets which had been established by the govere
nor were confirmed. (These probably included precincts which in an election con-
test in 1907 were held illegal because only polling places. No boundaries were de-
signated.) BElection officials for the coming election were appointed.

The election resulted in changes, <The new commissioners were Fred L. Churchill
of Deer fiver, John #, Killorin of Swan River, and Daniel M. Gunn of Grand Repids,
Other new officers elected were Angus lMcIntosh, auddtor; C. He Duggin, treasurer;

Ee 4, Arnold, Judge of probate; Ms Le foole, sheriff; George Cox, surveyor; Js 4.
Bowman, Jre., court commissioner; ielville He Manson, coroner; Messrs, Pratt and
Blaker succeeded themselves as attorney and clerk of court.

The closing pages of the old board's minutes recite that at the election the
Village of Urand fapids was selected as the county seat, and designate Block 20
as the site for county bulldings, also employ Ce C. MoCarthy and J. Ne. True to
asgist the county attormey in defending against a county seat contest.

The new board promptly rescinded the actlon employing the special attorneys
on January lO0th after hearing vigorous "remarks" from attorney L. E. Neal, represe
enting the La Prairie side of the contrOversy.

The matter of official publications was disposed of by giving all the pring-
ing to the La Prairie News, W. A« Thomas, publisher, In February the board adopt=-
ed a resolution condemning "the author of reported outrages by Indians at Deer
River," and requesting Editor Jhomas to sent the Globe Newspaper a refutation and
complete denial of same.

On May 16th a petition of School District Noe 2 to extend its boundaries to
begin at the southwest corner of lown 53-235, thence nmorth to the southwest corner
of 5b6-25, thence east to the center of the town, thence north to the north line and
west to the northwest cormer, thence north to the north line of the county at Rainy
river, "containing about two-fifths of the county,” was received and granted.
(At a later time some of this was restored to District Noe. l, some placed in new
districts; but by thia rather summary action, akin to those whereby District No. 1
was created and extended, Listrict No. 2 scquired and still embraces the area after-
wards found to contain a very coansiderable part of the county's mineral wealth,)

On the same day a report of the grand jury, signed by Ge. 8« (George £?) Meyers,
as foreman, came to the board's atteation commenting on the inadequacy and unsanft-
ary condition of the Jail, eleven prisoners being donfined in space no larger than
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proper for one cells Om June 22d Judge Hollpnd was present; and at his suggestion
the board instructed the county attorney to look thoroughly into the possidvility of
Selling bonds to build a new cowrt house and Jail. #rom this action the present
court house resulted.

On July 10th $40,000 was levied for county purpoaes,

The dates and order of plats filed may be of interest, indicating the actual
or hoped-for development of the urban commnities;

1890
1880
1890

Grand Raplds
Grand Rapilds
Grand Raplds

Ce Ae Lﬂng et al
Chatterton & Rosser
Ada R, Howes

%
13,
286,

AUuge

AUgse

Second Division
Prospect Park

Rlat

Wilson & Gillespie's
Original Zown
Oakland

Woodland

Garland's

Akeley (La Prairie)
Akeley lst Addition
La Prairie

£iled in Orow Wing County
P;agters

Wilson & Gilllespie
Gele Hartley et al,.
Mary L. Salmon
Mary L. Sslmon
Le Na Shephurd

Rapids
Rapids
Raplds
Rapids
Rapids

A in County
Charlotte E. Smith

Fs &4 Clarkson
Ce 44 Buell et al,

Te Re Foley

Jesse B, Chatterton
C- Ao Lona et alo
Chatterton & Rosser
Ada R. Howes

Grand
Grand
Grand
Grand
Grand

Foley's

First Division
Syndieate
Second Division
Prospect Park

Raplds
Rapids
Rapids
fapida
fapids

£lled in Itasca County

John J« McAuliffe
Charles E. Snell
Canfield & Markham
Charles Kearney
Wme M. flelds

Geos Ne Houghton
As Bes Darellus
Cleophas Tremblay
Ge Ns Houghton
Buell,Fraser,McIntosh
X. K. McLeod
Jessle M. Lawrence

Grend Rapids
Grand Rapids

1891
16891
1891
1891
1881
1892
1892
1893
1893
1893
1893
1693

Central

Riverside Park
Compton (near Cohasset)
Kearney

Deer River
Houghton's

East La Prairie
Third Division
Houghtont's Second
Buell‘'s

MeLeod?s Acre Lots
Cohasset

J‘;_JI‘ .
ADTe
July
July
Nov.
May
Octs
Mche.
Mech,
Uay
Sept.
Octe.

15,
22,
29,
a,
28,
25,
16,
28,
29,
26,
15,

10,

Grand Rapids

La Prairie

Grand Rapids
Grand Rapids
La Prairie
La Prairie

No reason or excuse is offered for stopping here, other than lack of time to
continue the research further. Practically 2ll that has been mentioned has been
inadequately treated., Mony subjects, such as acquisition of territory from the
Indians, times and methods of passing titles from the governments, sources and og=
easions of the influx of the pioneers, beginnings and extensions o the rallroad,
development and progress of lumbering, mining, manufacturing, agriculture, resorts,
noteworthy experiences, have been barely touched upon, if at all, Other sources of
information are readily available, other offices and records here and elaewhere,
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*
newspapers of the periods, the recollections of oldtime®s still with us. If this
paper shall enoourage others to carry en and improve the task it will have served
its purpose,

Grand Rapids, Nov. 30, 1937.

Alfred L. Thwing
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(1)

om ¢

Proj. 8633 - Bonniwell, (Nos S1=8597,.)

Milton He Jones,
In 1894 Milton H, Jones, (commoxnly known as "Mitt"), took 2 homestead adjoining

Joe Dobaon's homestead. Joe had very good buildings on his homestead when Milton

He Jones came to settle thers,
Milton He Jones died in 1919.
He Js Jonea, son of Milton H. Jones says he could swear Joe Dobson had a wooden

snow plow, but that he had never seen or heard of Dobson's having a wooden plow for

tilling the soil.

The buiddings on the Dobson farm burned, but he can't remember the year,

Source; Interview with He Je Jones, clesk at Grady's Store, Cohasset, April 16, 1941,




(2)

Proj. 8633 - sonuiwell (lNo.

Earl Comstock czme to Cohmsset in 1899 and wae on engineer on the Memie Meine,
a steanboat owned by John Me=ine. They used thie bost to tow boomed logs to small
sawaills set up along the river, and towed logs from Little Winnle Lske dowa the

river oo far =8 Pokegema Dame EHarl worked for John Maine on this boat until the
year 121 :“ which time he went Lo work &s engineer and Janitor at the Cohaaset
gschool, and has been employed there ever gfince. [Iis years of gervice st ths aschool
are 2 memsato %¢ bim ps & fine ;map, and one who hag the admiration of all who know
him.

Interview with Earl COometock, Cohnsset, April 18,
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Proj. 8633 - Bonniwell (No. 31-8397)
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Proj. 8633 - 3onaniwell (Wo., 31~8337)
Extracts from "The Itasea News", nowapaper in Deer River, Murry Taylor, Prop. & Editor,
Saturday, April 21, 19003

The Itasea News thia week beging 1ts thlnd year of 1t3 career since the suspens
gion of 3averal months saused by tha entire dsstiruotion of its plant by fires aAfter
80 wecrs of sngeess the Newa has bsen very successful in &1} ways, in a paying busi-

neds~~its pages prove this--and that it will contime so we heartily believe, and
have every reason $o trust ite friends will sontinus shoving i% on to fame and wealth,

Saturday, April 21, 1900

Born - To Mr, and Mrs, Jas. 4. Woolford a daughter, April 92,

Saturday April 28, 1900,

The Deer River drive 19 beins done by Nurd & MeAvity this spring snd they will
begin slulcing next week, This 17 the biggest drive ever floated in that atream,
eontaining over 17 million foet of timbere This will be mbout the best drive in this
part of the state thls spring; it tokes about 40 days to ressch the Missiassippi, amd
there will be no lost tire,

April 26, 1900,
To the Publiec:

Notice of Sunday closing,

We hereby glve notice to the Yeneral publie that on and after the 6th dey of
May 1900 our respective places of business will be closed on Sunday's the entire
day, and the rule will not be deviated “rom tp please any person.

Signed and sgreed to this 13th day of April 1800,

Je« Everton and Son

As Ds and Py Re Brooks
Tuller and Rerpenning.

May 19, 1900.

for glving whiskey to Indians last fall George Le Due was given s sentence of
80 days imprisomnment and a hundred dollsra fine by Julge Loohren in Duluth last week.

¥sy 19, 1900, . "

In_lagt. Sundayvs sberm in 5t Pauk-Pat-Sexton; the oigar HARMLASHIFEE WAE ine
stantly-killed and twoof his children-were seriously injured by a-sidewalk bhlawing
onto their.buggys Ur. Sexton had. many sequeintences ik Deer River,and &1l towns in
Norther




Proj. 8833 « Bonniwell (Wo. 31~8597)

Bxtragts from "The Itasase News®, newepaper in Deer River, Marry faylor, Prop. & Editor.

in 8t. Pan oxton, the clger manufectiurer was instant-
13 children were veriously m,v_reu by a sidewalk Llowing onto
1d may acquaintances in Deer River, and all towns in
niprogs gsorrow atl the sad and horrifying intelligence,

mesesk
0

v Bnéd

Ters "1‘r;" -."_:'.:':;‘;';:1‘,, Mimesota, thils week o take up
£

Ltur glalin . Ty alfred Jones, and Hens Inglebretson are the names
Mture Itasca county resldentss lNouh Pletcher took the party up in the north

Bow ﬂfrinf' diastrict vor‘tefx.u' to show them what a good thing they came near missing.

May 13, 1300,

A Deer River Induatry,
Jome Flgures on the enormous output of Cfedar here this year.

A 83light 1des as o the amount of cedar being taken out this secsom in this
neighborhood 1s conveyed by the fact thut Caruey Brothers alone have now on tracks,
sontracted for and ready for shipment about 700 serloads of this product. of which
this section has en exceptionally Bbundant Cr0pe

Hanager Ciandler is suthority for the statement, and he says that owing to the
searcity of cars he will have purchesed nearly that amount more hefore this stock
is all '.«‘.j;?l_}‘-;l;g 3 s B aman the or .‘.r_,‘:-'a&l docal dealexr of them -J.J.. will by fall have
pped fully flve hundred cgere ‘he Ooglicge Compeny of St peul will have msade

»

by fall o record closely ¢ pprozimeting Scaman's figures

Ps MoDomnsll, the contractor, is shipping a fair quota, and besides these there
is a large mumber of the smull fry shipping on their own hook, who are good for all
the way from t 0 e a mndred carload, in the nggregate the output will sxceed that

of ell previous years iu Deer River sad we doubt if any point in the northwest can
show 3 better rec.ord for 1800, The umount of men given employment in the handling
of csdar is surprising, The cedar market la vc::;-‘ Gotive, the demand for the best
grades ls Inereasing, and the larger dealers feol confident that the rush is & iong=-
lived one and that next year will be fully as $00d as the present,

May 19, 1900
Desr Ilver Zcheol closed Tor the Lalange of the yresent verm, because of

Diphtheris Quarantine, Mrs, Kemnedy dlea in Grend Repids yesterdsy from the dissase,
Dr, Russell was heelth officer, and he is execting strict quarantine,
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Extracts from "The Itasca News", newspaper in Deer Aiver, Murry Taylor, Props & Editor.
May 26, 1900,

Pinances and statistics of schools for 1899 completed and will be sent %o
Washingtons

liag 26, 1900,

Localse Call at the Post Office snd sign the petition for opening of the
reservation. Petitions are going to Seos of Interior for free Homes act.

June 9' 1900,

The burial of the remains of Fred Headquist took place from the Headouist Resi-
dence at Leer Lake, and for laeck of roads, the body had to be sarried by boat, and
by hand through jungle and Swamp 1or several miles. Jhere were sbout 3b friends and
mourners lu the procession.

June 16, 1900,

De Qe MoDougall of Jessie Lske reporis the census as nearly completed in his
district.

in comuon with others the enumerator has bumped up against pretty hard oropos-
itions, some pseple reseuting his right to ask the mestions he was sompelled to
propounde At the same time he has made rapid progress,

Mr. MecDougall has the contract for cutting Sim's bay in his region this sessonl

June 235, 1800,

The boiler at the Dunn & Marcia sewmill at Cohasset biew up last Monday demole
ishing the engine house and scalding the eneineer almost to death.

AR AR o o m ™ e e

June 7, 1900,

There has been considerable complaint raised of late by people ovning pardeng,
because of stock and hogs ruining them,

In this matter there is just one of two things %o be done--either enf'nroe the
law @nd keep all horses, cattle, swine ana sheep shut up, or if Bome sre t0 he at
large let them all be so and #et the vest grazing in their reach.
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Extracte from "The Itasca News", newspaper in Uecer River, iurry laylor, Props & Editor.
July 7, 1900,

Hs S¢ Huson, the reliable Singer Sewing Machine man, csme ap from the Rapids,
Monday, on his monthly viait, iire Husoa enthusizstically explalned that the (e de Re
poat at urand HRapids of which he is commander is soon %o possess & 1467 pound cannon,
Mr. Huson has been corresponding with Gongressman Morris for some time in the matter,
and last week he received che information that a Howitzer gun of the above welght,
now at ft, Uaines, Ala., would be loaded to the Huson Post. Mr. Huson says the
fire plece will be received next moath, ana it will likely be mounted iz the sachool
houine @rounda, (Notes 1Ihis gan was put on the court house groundis, and is there

todaye Je b, "".)

W AR o s v oee e e s e

July 14, 1900,
Editorial;

The Uounty Commissicners weat in top carrieges viewing the drand haplda lloads
the cother days What kind of rig would they bave used to get out of town in Deer River®

July 14, 1900,

Cne of the north-bound logging trains on the Itasca Company's road ran a rage
with a bunch of cattle for aboul & mile Tuesday morning in which one steer belonging
to Fe &'y Seamsn was killed.

- e e e e s B g A

July 14, 1900,

The annual meeting of the Schwol Board of District No. 6 takes place at the
School house in the village of Jeer River at 8 P. iie next Saturday, July 21l. ihe
most lmportant matier coming velfore (he meeliug will ve the election of one director,
to sucoesed the term oX one expiring on that date.

July 14, 1900,
Whiskey to Indians again.

Along came a Us Se Marshal yesterday afternoon and picksd up Chariie rullwood

and took him to walker o auswer to the charge so familiar to Deer River bartenaers,
selling whiskey to Indians,

July 14, 1900,

Wedded. Ou July 19, irs. Mary Johuston snd John vtinson of Low Liring were
united in marriage.
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Extructs from "The Itasca News,” newspaper in Deer River, Murry 2aylor, Prope & Ede
July 14, 1900,
Another flowing well of pure water was completed this morning, meking the fifth

one in Deer Livers The new one is at the school house, and 1s 120 feet decps It
fiove a steady stream of four galions a minutes Woolford & Paimeter done tine works

July 14, 1800,
@470 per acre.

That a flourishing town will rise on the banks of the blg fork river at Big
Falls shortly after the Itasgca rellrosd extends to that polat, appsars & 3olid faot
from the prices paid for land just above the falls at tae sale ol atate school lands
which took place at the court house in Grand idapids last Wednsaday, Dams (?) Bizby

pald $875.00 per acre for one lot containlay a fraction over 1 acres, and & railroad
representaiive pald gas0.00 per acre for & lot avout the same slues,

July 28, 1900,

Robinson & Tivbitts have been compelled o ciose théir saloon at Leech Lake
dam owirg to the refusal of the Cass County Commissioners to grant them license,

- s e S e e ae e e e
duly w6, 1900,
The annual meeting of the school board was held last Saturday aight, and de Je
Coffron was reelected to chairmansiipe Ve have heard some complaint that the meete
ing was mot held at 8 o'clook as calied for in the notices posted nor up to nine

o*cloocks It 18 claimed however, that the meeting was held slightly before 8, that
a very few were presfenb, snd the meeting lasted only & iew mluuies,

July 28, 1900.

Louis vamuelson was sliected treasurer of the leer Lake sclwol district at the
mmmmmat annual meeting last Jaturday to suoceed Fe Maher, whose term explrede

August 4, 1900
A Bad Visite
Mraes Le o¢ Qaxd oan aryriv i Lrow New York fiuds ber Busvand died laal Jecembers
As sad a circumstance as a womal couwld encowanser iu vime of peace was thal wite
nessed in Jeer diver last luesday. Mrse Le ¥e Card, who has lived always with her

parents in Auburn, Ne Ye, married Le He Card of uhis pluce wo years sgo. Owikg to
i1l health she had to remain in ke hast, Lui She made a short visit here to her
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Extracts from "The Itasca Newe", newspaper in Jeer liver, Murry laylor Props & Ede
A Sad vieit (continued)

hushand last Hovember. Returaning to Auburn that month, she had heard nothing of her
husovand, though she wrete to him often, until last Tuesday, when on arrviving here,
ghe learnred the sad truth that her husovsrna had died of hesrt disesse lasi Decenbera
Mre., Card telegraphed here from the Sioux, but instesd of the answer meelily uner at
Duluth =22 she ordered, it went on to the Canals Mrs, (ard was entirely without fi-
nences when she arrived here, and had to borrow enough tu get to Duluth where sue
has relatives, Card kept & small store across the Hissiseippi, end at the time of
hiz death left personsl and real property which somebody immediately took in hand
threugh probate court, leeping the fmet & gecret ivom Mrs. Oard. 3rse Card will lay
the matter in the hands of a luluth attorneys

August 11, 1900,

The Itasca Lumber Company ceompieted its log hauling ior this seasoun lasy week,
the total output belng 90 mililou feet which is only {ive wiiliou Less Lasn iast years
About half oX this amount still remains in White Uak Lake t0 e drowe down the Mise
sissippi to Mivneapolis tnis swamers

The company now has its force at work on the rallroad extensions, walon will
be only sobout twelve miles, inecluding branchess

Augnst 18, 1900,
Bditorial,
Lind's vame Warvens.

As if to voice the very seutiments set forth in the Itasce Fews occesionally
of late, the Minneapolis Journal exposcs Uove Lind'e pgame warden farce aa followsy =

“Recently the governor has been holding long consultations with Lwin Cilty sportse
men avout how to get better observance 0i ihe gewe lawse Lhese were eapecied Lo put
him en repport with the large influentlal element that favors the conservation of game.
Dnfortunately for the Governor, nowever, vhe spepbsuen were not vorn yesberday.

Witneas the committee report Just adopted oy tne Mississippd Gun Qlub of Ste Faul to
this effect; = "The Commitbee finde ample evideuce of general violation of the game
law and the wholesale slaughter or game out of deason. JIn view of ths faol that the
eclosea season is now almost over, it woula seem too late 10 recomuend any changes,

or the appointment of special game wardens. Had the governor heeded the recomnendation
of the nonpartisan (Game and Fish pProtective afsovciatlon 0L Lhe staie and appoianted
wardens who would have had the interest of gawme il heary, the present Geploirabie con=
ditions would have been avoided, and the ogeasion for the present iludigusilon ot the
non-enforcement of the law would not have existeds TIhe present gonditious sie due

to the totel incompebbney and couplete indirfereunce oi the game commission aho 1t8
game wardeinsds L0 commission sSaa no ssh 0F wardens cau reiws)y siflcleunt service in
the enforcement of (he gaume laws unless they shall divest themseives o0i partizanship
and labor incessantly and intelligentily to preserve the game and ewlorce the geme
laws. The open season will soon veé here, and taere would ssem nov remedy to be suge
gested now, except the appoiuvment of an entire new commuission aud the selsction of
and better wardens by the next state adainistsratione”
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Extrasts from "The Itascs Newa", leer River newapaper, Nurry laylor, Prope. & Editor.
Lind's Game Wardens (contimed.)

"Looks like a simple expedient, doean't 1t, Divorse the game comaission from
politics and put good men at work protesting £ish and Kama 3"

Kow 1t will ve in order for the Groud hapids Herald Review 0 siate that the
Journal editor is alao ™Making an ass of himself.n

August 4, 1900,

All crops are looking well and faruers happye = = = =« [and will be highe

August 11, 1900,
Biz Falla Platted.
Tanps Lixby's Blg Fall: ity Now Las lotse It will boci next years
August 11, 1500,
As Do Neson, the Zsl UL Cgewi, war in town luesdaay atocking up fox bsy inga
fugust 11, 1900
Qs Se R’.‘“-l. an gld ""‘"":1:... Who 43 been uu}.u.c, iur rTrom Imlians herse the lﬂ&t

two years, was arrested u) " 8 depuly Us Oa Marshal and taken t0 Wallker vyeaterday on a
warrant chergling him - i*h having glven whisky to Indians on $hs ressrvaticn.

August 11, 1900,
Co He Bkeels, chief telegraph opsrator abt this station £oi the past year, was

removed to Virginia, Minnesots, last Wednesdaye He 15 sucteeded by Ae Fe Lincberg,
who was transferred from Mohoning station near Hibbinge

Septs 1, 1900,
Desex River's largest firs.

J_.\....J-G -.—'.-L-‘.'-‘ :.'E'; =-\:-Jrco .ln& [ 'a,:\\.'_,a .I-.-A'l';}-:.l-o\ Eadkala u-;_.,.“‘. ;J:'.LIJI_J &V Uy Wil sLVet tlhe wOVile
Losg 370003 Insurance $8,000, Cause, Incendierisme #11 will rebuiid 500N
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Extracts from "The Itasca Newsn, Deer River newspaper, Murry %aylor, Prop. & Editore.
Septe 1, 1900,
To Flahermens ~ An Invitation:

Eric Moberg will furnish boat and the "best holes” to fishing parties ror 1B

cents an hour, Uhace's Loke 18 the pluce. Black Bass excluaively. Meet me on the
west shoiee

Septs 8, 1200,

Borns to Ir. & Mrs. Walter Scott, aﬁ large boy, Thursdsy September 6. Drs Storch
was in nttendance. LkHother & bon doing nicely.

Septe B, 1900,

dchocl opened iuesday morning with a1 large attendance and with Miss Minnie Lilliie
a8 teacher. Miss Lillie tsught 2t the iiose school last years

Re Robinson is the firat of the Jate fire sufferers to rebuilds He has a 16 by
20 building all inclosed, and it will be completed this weeks When finished the
gtructure will make 2 rnmeh better shoe shop than the old one. Considering thet Mrs
Robinsen held ne insurance, his enterprise in rebuilding so soon is wortiy of credits

Deer River has a ¥lood of its owne Hay is floating evervwnere and country ia in
desolations

1900,

River Delegutes instructed ror dyndall for Sheriftr and Hombe foy dounty

Sept. 15, 1900,

Me Ve Ae Organized. 4 STrong cump, Lesr Alver Ho. Solbes Blects otlicers and
kissed the goate Vedonsui, P. H. Brooks; WeAdvisor, Laughliin MoKiunnons Clerk Me Je
Paylor; WeBenker, Js 4. ¥oolfords FBacort, Wme Fishy ﬁfﬂaantinal. George Hongoej
Guard, #11 Loleel; Hanagers, John Irwin, John Maponald and John Hedouiste
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Extracts from "The Itasen Newa®, Desr River Newspaper, urry Taylor, Prope & Editors
Sept 15, 1900,

Meyor Coffron returned the first of the week from the dtate falr,

Sept. 22, 1900
Fe Le Churchill has begun the ersction of a bpuilding 24 by 40, two stories,

for & salnon, It 18 thres lots west of the corner where his hotel burmed down &
month agos

Septe 290, 1900,
'
Everton Heturuse.
Treasurerts Son 18 baok, ond Bondamen hope Shoriage will be raplaoceda

0 Shorts Elder mon stopped on train by vomdamen sid son had to comes
closed.

Octs 20, 1900,

Thomag Ae Armatrong and Gtept Hagern of lsland Lake were in The Haplds Wednesday
proving up ¢n their c¢laims,

Louis Samelson, dngus Mcllevin ana Louis Swauson were before Clsrk of Court
Rassmuisen Tuesdsy periecting proos of their homesteada,

November 3, 1900,
Married - at the home of the bride’s auay, irs. Ulars Ae Mowsr, 901 Center St., Dea

Moines, lowa, Thurdday, Ootober 25, Mre. Pearl Lombard to Murry Je Sayler both of
Deer Hiver, Hinne

Nov. 17, 1900,

An average of tem deer a day have veen shipped cut of Deer uLiver the past two
weeks.,

Hove, 24, 10200

Will Fight Road Bond Issue, . aaplds has roada suough and won't held Laruers.
Pine Owaners Lucking.
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Extracis from*Phe Itosca News", Deer Xiver newspaver, Murry faylor, Prope & Bditor.

December 1, 1800,
Murder.
Charles Grant shot dead while celebrating his freedom, paddy 2urk of Grand Rapids
loat hia temper In asuffle and fired four shots, second killing grante

e S s s e e e A e

December 8, 1500,
Rditorial.

2eer River is forzing to the front these dayee A dahce, & pride Fight, a murder
and 2 robvery, all in one night, says the Grand Aapilds Megnets Yes, but it took
Grand Eapids to furnish the murderer and pubdse.

8, 1900

Swke Vnives fzsalnetione Qoronere Jury vings grant weg shot dezd by Burke and
Beed {0 Grand Jury neit montie

Sympathy for him at Grand Hapldse <They would let mo rigs out for Grant's funeral
and nmourners had to walk,.

Dec. 15, 1900
Meat Prigez Agreed to by Wm. Hulbert,

orterhouse = = = = = « = 18¢ Liver - =
holce [uast = = » w =« - ibd Pork Loin
TEW = = = w = = - = == Ul Lear lLard
Porlc Chops « = = = = = = likg Bagon ~ =
ALl SauEagE = = » = « =  L0¢ Med. Hama
Jlrlola » = = w = w w =« 14¢ Round utesi
UYSLers « = = = 30¢d ouarts

P
n
=
s

Decs 22, 1900,

Born = liondsy, Dece 1V, t0 Mr. & Mrs. George svans of S5ime® mddition a 18
pound sSonie

W m E s W A e ae s e
Decs 224 1200,

(Adve ] The man that eats dlumner at Stiriing's Christmas will be Juat as well sat-
isfled =5 1f be wac home with the old {olkse
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Jeylor, 2rops & hditor,
Dea., 29, 1500,

The Bdltor snd Wife are - Chanikful %o 0ld Vanta for am elegant upright piano
placed in our stocking,

Jan 12, 1601,

Two boys of Joseph Doaser, section foreman, disd from Diphtheria, eni two younger
¢hildren are very ¥11 with it.

Jan 19, 1901,

Burke Acquitteds Mon who killed Charles Grant in Deer River 1s found pot guilty.

19, 1501,

Diphtberis about overs Ohird son of Je Uosser deads Iwo danghters recovering,
one other cass,

J{’x’.u {(:‘ "‘7}_’_"1-

dociety was organized, following orficere; Fresident, Mrs, i #,
Mrae W 4o Bvertony Yreusurer, Miss Himnle Lillie.

Jen, 26, 1901,

The village sehool wae cloze sineeday werning oy the voard snd will remain

elosed until all sickness in L8 stauped oute

Feb. 9, 150i.

Fllled by falling trees Jagob Miller firat vistim of Buasole His home ULKLOWRe

ey dies His mother wanited him.
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Extracts from "The Itasca Wews", Dear idlver Newspaper, iurry Taylor, Props & Sdltors
Feb, 16, 1901,

Shot for biting., To save hls fingers Je ds Juige shoots Bonnslie. He will live.

- Po Nr. & Mra, He Ge Scamayn, #feve L3, n asughter weighing 10 poundas
. baby doing well, Dr. Gllbert attending.

















































ittle one
papoose die, and how icken she was fhere was an Indian
Indian mound, and several bodies were in crude boxes up on poles
n 1910 one of those boxes fell in & vad wind storm, and
Sowstring ordered the others removed and buried. LThe one that fell
iian enild about six years old, he had been buried with hat and
was in a very good state of preservation. There
also were some toys fashioned from wood, resembling carvings on & totem pole
buried with him,
The white man has almost eliminated the mound by his digging, and we
0ld settlers have always been sorry to see this old Indian lore being destroy-
ed by curio hunters.

Charley “abbit also had an allotment on Rabbit's Point, and later built

homes there for his descendants,

After camping two days at the mound we started to portage our el ongings

over a three-quarter mile portage into Little Jesse lake. After making several
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Brainerd, ¥inn.
June 29, 1941.

Nr. Roscoe Macy, Btate Supervisor,
Minnesota Writers' froject,

28 Northeast Pecond Street,
Mimnespolis, Minn.

Dear Mr. Macy,

fhe emclosed imformatior took a little longer

to prepare than I expected for I did mot want to send it ix

without re-checking it im Braimerd. It may mot seem much,

but I am positive there is a story behind 1it.

Very truly yours,




Mies Anna Himrod,
Brainerd, Mimne.

Itasca County Notes

An Act to Organize the county of Itasca arnd for other purposes:
., Oiibway is mamed as county seat, provision made for appoint-
A\ ment of three commissioners, amd county is attached to Third
Judicial District. Xarch 6, 1857. ®w Lawe of Minnesota,
1857, Chapter III, p-9.

Warranty Deed from Orim W.Rice of Douglas County, Wisconein,
by which he transfers to Benjamin H.Comnor of above county,
for 32008, Lots 16-30, Block 53, and Lots 1-15 of Block 12, :
fown of Norwood, asccording to recorded.plat of sald Town
on record in the office of the Register of Deeds in and for
said County of Itasga. The above lots are 1/8 of ome share.
fhis deed is witmessed By T.G.Barmes and Thompson Ritchie
and acknowledged By Thompson Ritchie,(Commissioners' “eals
Douglas County, Wis. (Crow Wing Coumty Deed Records, Vol. a,
p-72). Dated Feb. 18, 1858,

Warranty Deed from Jacob Freystadt and wife, Elenoria, of

Washington County, Nimm. transferring to Tssial Elias /

of %t.Paul, for $80, lLots 15-18, Block 54, fown of :
0jibway, Coumty of Itaska, accordimg to plat thereof ZL/,/’/
on file im the office of Register of Deeds im and for

said coumnty. Dated July 20, 1857. Witnessed By James A.

Case and R.M.Levy. Acknowledged By James A.Case, Notary
Public, Ramsey Coumty. (Crow Wimg Coumty Deed Records,
Vol. A, p-105.)

| Pokagemon Falls post office, Casg Oounty. (late Pembina County)
_/ Testablished Aug. 24, 1857 with Ceorge A. Davis as post master:
\ / Discontinued ¥ay 15, 1880. (U.®.Post Office records, :
Manuscript Dept., Minmesota Ejgtorical Society). L,/’ff










































