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9 THE_FIRST BATTERY,
m -‘ i-t; nid (& - o

AR B

Ctflsénaof Bt Paul: « . ;

The First Battery of tho Minnesota Light
Artillery, an organixation that has upheld the
honor of-the State and vindicated the author-
ity of the National Government on every bai-
tlefield and fn every campaign Jthiat gives lus-
tre to the name’ of the in
body of ‘meni, who, for the past four )

have stood between your Government

and the rebel hosts who sought to destroy it,

ik b shdbguin o s

come thoy were sure of receiving here in the
Capital of‘the: State; shey. Janded! ow your
levee, and marched up your principal street to
the. lors' Home, & distance-of half a mile.
Butthough, with eager eyes they looked on

B

be seen that would intimate the existence of
any such feeling on your part. No ‘white
handkerchiefs in fair hands flattered the trib-
ute of Beauaty to Bravery, no cheers from

| manly throats testified the gratitude due from;:

the citizen to the cigigen soldier, 1o baskets of
cakes .wwm g hanger,

(| were distributed among them, and not sven a

single Individual along the line of mazeh said-
50 much as “ Thank you bays, for What you
have done for me!” |
If your. stony rstrcets hadboen suddenly

changed before their eyes into the shaded
thoroughfares ,of | Savannah,’ ;lined -with
hostile or Indifferent faces, the surprise
of these,  your soldiers, could not have been
greater than when the unwelcome truth forced
itself upon their minds, thit $he people from
whom they had expected the hospitably ex-
tended'hand and the cordial “welcome home,” |
actually felt or seemed to feel, at least, no
more interest at the sight of thén than that
of euriosity, the same that would prompt
them o turn and look 'st'a moving menagerie
of wild beasts:' r .

*In a Southern  city, ‘(and these men have
entered many such .in the ,colamnsg of Grant
‘and Shernian) they would not JBave exps
anything elge but.a, cool recep
sach should be its character
something Gor which they wa

But this was not the worss ;. After §

rival at the So'dier’s Home, whose managers,

let me say here, did everything in their pow-
er for the weary 'and hungry _fellaws. -they
waited for two houts fria condition bordering
oh starvation, (af many had not tasted food
sinee leaying Winona - where they had got a
good redl twelve hours before) still indulg-
iog in the hope that somebody would let them

e i e a1

their-stomachs asof their »aarts, and so, af-
: 2 i

ler, 38 I pvemed, Intermilimwe “waiting, a
portion‘of the Company got ameal at the
Home, while the rest took advantage of the
geuerons howpifality of their con the
' Provost Guard, and In their mess-room were

wel a
b ‘Am m(; Wml has
been in town, very fow have thonght it worth_
‘while 10 call o them, if we extepy A swarm|
of swindlers of the Hebréw persuasion, who!
shogv fdré insérést i the soldier's than does
any one else, which interest is exhibited by
making, prospéctive hauls on $he boy‘s green-
for which they propose to exchange |
*“shedp™iclotingst - ~ '
. What makes these brave soldiers feel more
than ordinatily hutt by your neglect; féllow-
citisens, is the fachthat fromshe time they
left Baltimore, on the homeward march, il
they'vouchid fhiiv Ston. ‘State, they were the
recipients of one continued ovation. .
Nothing could surpass the  genérons treat-
ment that greeted these returding veterans
among the peSple of Pennsylvagia, Obio, Mich-
igan and Wisconsin. RIS Vi3 30 A rs
Though personally strasigers, £0',therm, and
not having the incentive of Stats pride to urge
shem to honor the soldiers of yewr State, which
you should have, the citisens of Pittsburg,
c l A i’n ." ':m'n, l.,._‘l ﬂum'
kee feasted and welcomed the men_of the
First Minnesota as if they had been husbands
and-brothers :of sheir 6w, theréby shawing:
that they were not insensible to the services
rendered by the saviors of the national integ-
o g : :
{The people turned out en masse 0. escort
thém; to the magnificent repasts prepaked fur |
thiem, which being finished, speeches were |

| made, songs sung, gnd cheers given, while |

the ladies, Heaven forever bless .them { not |
content with mérely giding bouquets of flow- |
ets to their defenders, pinned them with their |
own fair hands to the breasts of the soldiers. |
Instead of this here, we find that your ladies '
‘Actually ayoid them. on. the streets a8 they:
would mad dogs. . I have myself observed’
several ladies cross the street this afternoon to
-#void meeting men whose. chevrons indieated
‘honorable position and years of faithful ser-
‘Vice in the causg which should be, nearesy the
heart of every American woman.
Buch conduet 4s inexplicable to the Tespect-
abile soldlery of the Battery, the great major-
ity of whom are prond to say thatBefors they
volunteered they were as good citizens as any
this city boasts of, and;Gob willing, they in.
tend to remain as good in the future, unless
*he fact of having worn the Blue ftlumphantly
through all but two of the rebellious States
will at any time be a disq for citi-
zenship. S,
¥ 80 far as T have obssrved. the State of Min-

j| nesota has noreason 1546 ashamedof her so}-
|| diers, and it rests with you, citirens of the

eapital, whether or not the soldiers of Minne.
sota shall, in one or two mlql,bl
ashamed of their State. . 7 1

| ——
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