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February 1, 1934 {
Hon., £, V. Willard,
Commissioner of Conservation,
St. Paul, Minnesota.

J v Dear Mr. Willard:
P =
1 3- I am herewith transmitting a write-up and record of

3 f the historical pageants that have been carried cn in Itasca

S’ State Park during 1932 and 1933 and at Whitewater State Park

© in 1933. This report is being made up in conjunction with the
= Northwestern Minnesota Historical Association which has taken

' active part in the production of the pageants, and copies of

this report have been prepared for its members also.

o many persons were instrumental in making these

" N e @

92

pageants the success they were that it is impossible to list
their names or give due credit to them. However, a few indi-
viduals have been mentioned because of the fact that they held
key positions most of the time.

The write-up as a whole I trust is self explanatory

and will be of interest to you and the others who assisted 1

the work.

Respectfully submitted /

Director
GMC &b Diviegion of Foregtry
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ry, particularly the pzrking =nd 1}
the guests =nd crowds on those large aA2ys.

auite ung=atisiact

+
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The production of the 1932 pageant was car
entirely under :n~ direction of "Hotan Tﬂnkq" whﬂ N
bv the Association. The historical facte znd e
/ gleaned =and 2ssembled in a preliminary manner by
2 Yerriman of Camp Xerrlwyn, Bumlqu, and 38
snn of the Forest Service, rewritten in manuscript 10In
> by Hotean Tonkz, 2nd 7T}rOVcd ag to fact by Dr. Theodore

= T T . - ) T 2 . 3 =
the St=2te Historical Society.
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The cast consisted of sbout fifty white persons made
up of Forest Service 2nd State P2tk employees; University of
"innesots students and Boy Scouts. Of the nundred or more

Tndi used, some forLy ljd’””” camped at the zgr rounds in the
1 le continuously T July first to SLDthbL fourth,
W tr others were tr“n”pfr* »d from the Reservation or their
h to the Park for the pzgeant days.
d of the Indians who were the summer
roeei characters, was their bo=rd, the privilege
of n ing souvenirs at the park, requesting tips
IOT and collections a2t the powwows and dances.
Al1l Indi=sns received was their pay, & ride,
1d ould be given them wnile they were at
the ill remain sober.
The man=ging znd handling of firty to one nandred
indisns for ten weeks uncer the circumstiancces gncountcred in
such an unu.Lt yking is no gimple t2sk 2nd much is o the PAark
S;I srintendent's credit for the success.,
Wh=t the Indiane themselves thought of the pageant
wes well expressed in the remarks made on Septenmber 5th, 1832,
vnen they were being loaded up to be returned 10 tneir homes
- st s .

on the P:;u;V”ti“ﬁ. They claimed it to be the be
tl had ever spent and one Indian suggested to augar'
he should send = few rations with them as 1
a long while between mezls until they g0t back ag=in
summer. Most of the Indians returned to their homes

in their pockets.

scries of pageants closed, Mark Burns,
nsolid=t 11 “nd nany

an welf the Dcﬁ{“t—
the His mn most

Indianc
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Cast orf ¢ cters, reading from leit to right
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Quoted from "Minnesota H
No. &, the September 1932 issue:

istory", Volume 13,

"At 2:30 P.M. members of the tour and conven-
tion joined a gathering of over twenty-five hundred people at
the headwaters of the Mississippi for a special performance cf
ti? Goioolbraf* Centennlal Pageant, which was arranged and
sponsored by the Northwestern Minnesota Historical Association.

storical setting of the pr~;3"tation

>assed for the dramatic at moaph*rﬂ that

vantage point of a natural amphitheater

upon a Chippewa village and caught

ilan 1life before the agdvent of the white

"Off to the right was visible an imposing wall

of a stockaded trading post through the gate of which passed
the traders and the soldiers of the garrison in their da

3
routine. Directly in the Dackground was the infant Lls
[ &

acl sippl
meandering on its way to the distant sea, whlle stretching away
Lo the left was the north arm of Laske Itasce. Trun time to
time graceful Indian canoes and a stat ely Mackinaw boat were
seen uh1rting the shore of the lake or gliding along the slender
stream that was to become a mighty river and to hold a contin-
ental valley in its grip.

e pageant unfolded the
dopted Chippewa, and
+
a

Ode¢ n

L narr:ztive by Eotan—?unka, n a

director of the ' :

yqztrayal of t

country that b Nl eZ

important climax with Sc*o lﬁrff ‘s di
on July 13, 1832.

ed meterially to a vivia
ion of the Chippewa
tury and came to an
overy of Lske Itasc

adChaL

vagrant’s two main

ident Monroe's cabinet
*hdcrn, Schooleraft
ss Lake,

Iala“d in C




UINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Theodore C.Blegen
Secretary & Superintendent

October 12, 1932

lir. Earle A. Barker,President
Northwestern Minnesote Historical Ass'n.
Bemidji, Minnesota

Mxr £y 1% | Ra»lra .

Wy qaear ildr. Serkerxr:

Curiously enough, I seem to have mislaid the ¢
co I ny letter written to you about September 7. 1In
asked for a nuuber of extra copies of the pageant progr
think you forwarded the letter to the superintendent at
State Park. From hin I received, not long after ny let
copies of the programn, and I want to assurc you now tha
weére very nuch appreciated indeed.
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The Northwestern lMinnesota Historical Association gave
splendid service to the cause of Iiinnesota history by its activ- .
ities during the past year. The pageant was unquestionably one i
of the best things of its kind that we have had in liinnesota. !
You spared no pains to recreate the past, to make it a living
and understandable thing for the thousands of people who wit~ ]
nessed the performance in that beautiful setting on Lake Itasca. :
I think you may well fecel proud and happy over the entire project.
I know that it must have cost you much effort and expense, but
I feel that the results fully justified what you put into the
undertaking. MMay I add that it was a source of gratification
to me to be able to make a small contribution to the affair by
writing the account of Schoolcraft's discovery vhich you includ-
€d in the pageant booklet, :

1 Sincerely yours,

h . -.;/.
;J"AC "/M i /)u.f—-«ﬂ’,ﬂ/-d_..- .

Theodore C. Blegen

09




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMEYT OF THE INTERIOR
FFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

FIELD SERVICE

e Indian Agency

1
k
led Lake, Hinnesota
Oct. 3, 1932

Mr. Earl Bur cer,President

Northweste I-in.r.. Historical Ass'n.
Bemidji, ulhﬁ"”*a

Dear lir., Barker:

have consulted the few Indians who attended your
a

pageant . couple of those who participated in the pageant,
and all seem very pleased with the general set-up. I have
heard no comments unfavorable to pageants. All seem quite
pleased, and the one reaction that I noticed is a desire on
the part of these Indians to review their old history and in
sone way heve it recorded. It is my intention to record eny
points of historic interest that the Indians may bring in and
file the date in this office for their benefit and for the
benefit of anyone else who might desire facts of this kind.

I haven't enough time to spend in getting more of the
tions from the Indians who participated, but wish to assu
you that our Indians have been very well pleased, and you and

your corimittee are to be congratulated on the excellent manner
in vhich the pageant was staged.
Ve;y truly yours,
é,‘,q zf'/
~d. C. Cavill,
JCC/VA Sup rintendent & S.D.A.
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1932 -

lr. Earl Barker,Pregident
Northwestern Hinn.Historical Ass'n.
Bemidji, Minnesota
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ion with making Chipp
among our Indian 6
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make our payment

from my tri
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received about
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untll the las
to sta?u tl all the Indians who
P-"eart last summer returned

“ﬁtiﬁg in a very profitable summer,
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ime the pageant was goi on.
educating tb& Indian be self-pustai
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an Inalﬂn program should be, and
and operated like the one conduc
. , 1t would not be very long before
vilde attention.

’ I desire to commend you and your
ly
éd. Any time you want any h@lp from this
to write me, for I am keenly interested i
help northern Minnesota and its people.

With kindest personal regards,

Sincerely yours,

M. [ 4nd

M. Burns
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The different parking prices and dif
of parking grounds are not considered very practical and the plans
are for the pageant of 1934 - if it is staged - to charge 25 cents
for all parking regardless of location and make it a matter of
"first come, filrst served. We believe, however, that we will have
ample new perking places made in arezs close to the state to take
care of all the care that will attend

The pag

tes for 1933 were July 2, 18, and
gust 13 and 27, an e
T

r 4. It is estimated that approx-

= CA
< 5

¥y 40,000 peor lf we g at Itasca Park on these 1935 pag-

2
Lmatc
eant days. A careful check cearried out by inguiry of those 1in
attendance indicated that about fifty pprcent had seen the 1933
pageant and that perhaps ten percent had seen the pageant more than
wo times this year.

The 1933 production was titled and advertised as

the Minnesota Diamond Jubilee Pageant, the year being the 75th anni-
versary of the State's admittance to the Union. The Diamond Jubilee
pageant was thoroly a Department of Conservation productlion, assist-
ed, however, most materially by the Northwestern Minnesota Histori-
cal Association in all details and it may be justly stated that the
extent of the great success wes in full proportion to their assist-
ance.

The production of such a pageant as pro

&s p

the public this year was no small proposition and a grav e
> Zh se ¢
e

::_1
nervous strain was placed on a2ll tho onne
cast was made up of practically tn sam

r\

]
(o "
) v (
o
b

o
]
b

they were handled and tre .ated in the sam
congisted entirely of Forest Service an
or pzrts; the parts of the refugee women
Cﬁlby neighbors, snd approximztely fi
took the part of the soldiers. A very
uld be given the CCC boys for the

2d and carried Out their parts &as

vil War and for the interest the
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compliment sh

1 which they dril

The Indians from the smallest child on up &re
great actors and performers and are very prone to exaggeresie or
overdo, thus making them good pantomime or pageant actors. They
team very well and sre not bashful, and will play & solo pert at an
time and ere always very eager to put on any special acts or "stunts

Pageonts are quite generslly staged in pantomime
nd a great deal is left to the imagination of the spectators or to
his acqueintaence with the facts and conditions depicted. The Itasca

Pageants ii?;er somewhat from this type in that an amplification
;ystem wes employed and 2 great deal cf drbCTlpthC matter was
broadc Lt to the audience so that even without knecwing the history
of the events being depicted it was rea onabl« easy for them to
follow the theme from beginning to end.




ilembers of the Northwestern Minnesota Historical Association
and Directors of the Pageant
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E 2 which the theme
Diamond Jubi . contributed by
mnm%trs of thc F;runt Service Kinnesota hHistoricsl
Socicty. It vwas written into the final form as uscd and tne !
jiucuct;un weg directed by Edv: Laweon, rorest Assistant,
nd read at the microphone by Raymond Clement, Forest Asei

ant. The complete m2nuscript zs re=2d follows later in this |

e

[ SRS

the ent rtﬂlnma- started 2t 2 o'clock -

o ‘A_rJl._LJr..m, _{_‘l‘ $4 AF,FT tC _‘i ~+ o
oncert given by one of the loczl bands )
1 - + 0
L. George B. Courtney, Treasurer, Hist. Assn cre ¢xceptionally well presentcd =nd |
i e anks is extendcd to these people. i
£ I ¥ 2E3 ol - & B = ' *"\r 7] i
+ Henry Z. Mitchell, Publicity, " " re the bands from Eudgna, Adz2, Ptk
r E Bemidji Elks Band, the Bemidji Bu'% B=2nd,
J. Walter Oby Corps =nd the Alexandriz High School
L5

%. (Grover M., Conzet, Director, Div. of Forestr: ] e _ _
il After = brief introduction by Mr. H. Z. Mitecncll, '
J. L. Jensen f Bemidji, Publicity Manager for the Association, thc pageant
3T 1‘?{. T :]:‘-_' Iorn
y >« Al, Kaiser
4 - cach pageant there was a 10-minute intermis- ;
' « Fred Claydon the audience was entertained by special :nt&r— 1
ndered very beautiful and appropriate songs. ‘V
- concluded with the singing of "Hail! Minnesoctal 1
S1tting, left to right; udience was requestcd to partieipate. |
1. E. L. Lawson, Forest Asgst., Div. of Forestr sincecre thanks and =2ppreciztion zre ¢ }
p R elcn Buchanzn of thc St=te Teachers Co I
( ¢. Harry Merriman, Sec'y, Hist. Assn. »let Renna =2nd Vera Two of Bemidji, lie
of Red L=ke, Walter Harvey 2nd Harold
> Earl Lang, Supt,, Itasca Park the Johnson Brothers Quartette of Hincs,
4. Eirl' » Barker, President ., Hist A the local communities =and the Nerth- /
= Vk*« \\ Class\_akb e cal Associ=tion b;omba keener interest |
©. Raymond Clu;,“_, >rest Asst., Div. of For years than is usually displayed by
R in ‘Wlelduf 1s showred special intercst f
f their time on the project =2nd I take g
se an appreciztion to the following N
ct that tub} rarely missecd 2 p?gcant “
iation during the two years: b
£
;6ident , Bemidji
Harry ﬁbrriman, Sec [
rtney, Treasurer, E - '
Bemidji; Frank
Fred CIFVQFQ, h:uvn:: |
v:; M. H. Kell, Cass Lake; ;
{ ing, Park Rapids; and I
{ b
i
-
- 10— |I'
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THE PARK RAPIDS ENTERPRISE

i

December 15,1933

Mr.Earle A. Barker,President
Northwestern Minnesota Historical Association
Bemidji, Minnesota

you are geuuinz out for the Conservation and asking for
a& sgtatement giving my opinion of the value of the pageants
in Itasca State Park.

From personal observation, I am convinced that the
efforts put forth by the Association have been worth a great
deal to this section of linnesota, and to the State as a
whole. Visitors from all parts of the country, from New
York to California, expressed themselves as delighted with
the pageants, and with Minnesota as a summer vacation and
recreation region.

Business locally has benefited through the p
and Itasca Park has received much valuable publicit
the many visitors the pageants brought here.

< ®

It is to be hoped that every thing possible will be
done by the Conservation Commission to assurc the continuance
of the pageants and the development of Itasca Park.

Yours-very truly,
T’_

: k/t\ A% L (*-—1’5((’\

7 1 -

K&luh Rogers \

-lO=
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DOUGLAS LODGE

ITASCA STATE PARK

Postoffice!Douglas Lodge,liinn,

ovember 28, 1933

lr. Earle A. Barker, Pres.
Northwestern ilinnesota Historical Society
Bemidji, Hinnesota

Dear lir. Barker:

I wish to take this opportunity to thank you and I
the Northwestern Minnesota Historical Society for the efforts J
put forth in staging pageants in Itasca State Park and making 1
possible their success. Had it not becn for these pageants, ,
my business here at Douglas Lodge would have been greatly re- 1
duced, because most of the inquiries I received from prospect-
ive guests this season asked for information relative to these
pageants, and most of them came on pageant dates. In fact, the
only good days I enjoyed this season were pageant days or the
day prior to the pageant.

These pageants helped out resorts scattered for miles
around Itasca State Park, because as a rule their guests would
stay a day or two longer than they had originally planned in {
order to see them. This makes a considerable difference in the
total amount of receipts in general considering the number of
resorts in this vicinity.

All of our guests at Douglas Lodge commented very high-
ly on the talent displayed in these pageants, and the natural
and historic surroundings that they were staged in. It was
suggested, however, that better seating arrangements be pro-
vided. This, I understand, will be taken care of next year.

In closing, I wish to assure you, as well as the other
members of your society, that I am willing to co—-operate with
you in any manner possible to help make these pageents a success
from year to yeor. Trusting that this good work will continue,
I remain,

Sincerely yours, .

LGS E
K

%‘C-- ot . G o
« E. Dunn




MINNESOTA TOURIST BUREAU
George H, Bradley, Director
Room 14, State Office Bldg.

St. Paul

FEEWS LETTER

That energetic group of communities and individuals
making up the Northwestern Minnesota Historical Association,which
gave liinnesota as a whole untold dollars worth of advertising
via the Itasca Park pageants this year is already turning the
wheels for the 1934 show. Dates for next year's showings will
be July 1, 15 and 29; August 12 and 26 and September 2. Jot them
down now.

Did it ever occur to you that these gentlemen compos-
ing this group, giving freely of their time and energy, are actual-
ly working in YOUR behalf? As the pageant grows in importance they
will be eventually attracting large numbers from without the state.
And these visitors, most of them, will stop to spend their vaca-
tions in Minnesota. And when they do that hotels and resorts all
over the state will benefit. In publicizing the pageants, then
you are actually helping yourselves. It is a real show and well
worth while mentioning in your folders for 1934 as an added in-
ducement for your visitors to come to Minnesota.

/7 /Bincerely

/ Yy .
,{{iwgfgfcyﬁgﬁﬁifuﬁzzigs

George H. Bradle&

F /4

4

/

WESTERY GRAIIl & COAL CO.
Winona, Minn,

pec. 13, 1933

T Baker
Bemidji, Minn

et

Dear lir. Baker:

Regarding the pageant put on at Itasca State Park
and at Whitewater.

The writers opinion is, that it is one of the great-
est educational means to teach our people the history of our state,
and in southeasgtern Minnesota the many beauty spots and also the
necessity of conserving the natural resources and the reconstruct-
ion of the resources that have been destroyed so far as possible.

{fYours t;uly,“

4 . :
e .Lif ™ ]Awa%L

1 Gec. L. Beck

-15-
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The brunt of tae burden of staging thusc pzgeants,
including the finzncing, labor =nd rcsponsibility, falls on the
Division of Forestry, =211 of wthich it colunteered to take.

The bencfits 2ceruing to the Division werc in the form of
publicity to thc state pq¢ku =nG statec forests, an opportunity
to display tnv ¢fficicney of its personncl =2nd thb general
problcme of the dep=artment, =nd the pflVllCFL of demonstrating
to the cnmmunitics that the Division of Forestry =and the Depsri- \
Conserv=tion can be of great assistance to them. It is I

ment of
juestionsble, however, just how fzr thc Division of Forestry |
should g

o in cxpending its funds on these projects.

On account of the exceptional canorfunltf to arouse
local intcrest in conscrvation, forcstry =2nd state parks fnd
the splendid compliments =nd confidcence displayed by persons =nd
communitics cooperating ~nd contzcted,; I fccl certain that much
of thc Tunds and cnergy uxpundbm by thb Division of Forcstiry
reg well >nd properly uscd. The project should undoubtedly be
inued but wita a grest deal morc support, espccially finan-
~nd coming from other sourccs than the Division of Forestry

The folloting statement is roughly the cxpense in-
urred in the production of the six pagesnts 2t Itasca Park and
Whitcwater:

Sal=arics of forustry and park officers ............ . 8 3,2563.00
Supnlics *nd materizals suchh =8 n=2ils, p=z2int,
smmunition, costumes, OtCs +i:vv e doicananas 860.00 1
Trovcl =nd subsistence of forestry and p=rk officers 580.00
New Bquipliont ...cocrcaidonnaissssnresanasmesesvresnses 1,198.00 t
St2tc truck 2nd car mileage 2t 5 cents per mile .... 722,00
¥eals served Indians, other characters, and those A
ageisting, - 18,911 me=ls =2t 20 cents per mezl 33 788 °P

s = = - 1] IOPAI S & lO,‘UJ.EO

Notining h=s bcen includecd in this =2ccount th take 0 re

of we=r =nd tear on equipment, deprociztion, orc”kA snd 1o
The cxpenditurcs at the Whitcwater pageant incurred
by the Southcastern Divis ion of the Izaak ¥W2lton Loague which
sponsored the pageant =nd the rcceipts = bout balanccd. %

rere;

Parking, Itasca Park S 6 5.§b
Receipts from campers, Itasca Park 6%%.90
Receipte, Whitewater parking 1,066,230
Receipts from concession at Itasca Park -
pageants which were 10% of the gross 87.30

o,
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Minnesota’s Diamond Jubilee Pageant
[tasca State Park

July 2 - 16 - 30 August 13 - 27 September 4

Presented by the Minnesota Conservation Commission with the
Co-operation of the Northwestern Minnesota Historical Association.

Jugle Call—Introduction
EPISODE I.—Forest Scene.
Scene 1. Indian village portraying the life of the Redman—his work
and his play.
Coming of Sieur du Luth and Father Hennepin first explor-
ers to visit the Indian tribes.

Lo

Scene

EPISODE II.—N. W. Fur Company Trading Post.

Scene 1. Arrival of English fur traders and their dealings with the
tribe. Lt. Zebulon Pike arrives and shoots down RBritish
flag which is flying on American territory. Peace declar-
ed between Sioux and Chippewas with peace dance,

EPISODE III.—Trading Post, 1812,

Scene 1. British incite Indians against Americans,

Indians stage war
dance, and leave to fight the whites.

Scene 2. Return of defeated Indians. British offer flags and presents
to mollify them. Chief Wabasha refuses presents,
Scene 3. American officers commissioned to make peace with Indians,
Indians granted pardon.
EPISODE IV.—Fort Snelling.
mcene 1. Coming of Snelling by boat with soldiers. Leavenworth
turns command of fort over to Col. Snelling and departs.
Scene 2.  Arrival of refugees at Fort Snelling from Red River Colony.
Scene 3. Sioux Whanatas appears at fort. Information of evil de-

designs revealed to Col. Snelling.

Scene 4. Chippewa Chief Flatmouth and family pay friendly visit to
Fort Snelling. Sees armed Sioux. Goes to Col. Snelling
asks for and is promised proteclion. Tu Panka Zize (Sioux
brave) and men visit Flatmouth. Are feasted and smoke
peace pipe. Shake hands and departs. Suddenly Sioux
turn and fire on Chippewa Camp then run. Flatmouth goes
to Col. Snelling to remind him of promise of protection.
Snelling promises Flatmouth vengeance. Col. Snelling in-
terviews Sioux headsmen and they agree to turn guilty men
to Snelling. He takes them to Flatmouth who sends them
away but they are shot down by the Chippewas.

' INTERMISSION
EPISODE V.—The Forest Scene.

Scene 1. 1832—Discovery of Mississippi River by Schooleraft. They
are seen on lake. They land. Raise flag and leave.

Scene 2. Indian Pow-Wow.
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EPISODE V1.—Fort Snelling.

Scene 1. Gov. Dodge, acting U. S. Commissioner negotiates with Chip-
pewa ceding to U. S. Government. Many chiefs are pre-
sent. Also many traders. Controversy between Major
Taliferro and prominent traders over payment of Indian
debts. Major draws gun, 1s encouraged to shoot by Chief
Hole-in-the-Day. Gov. Dodge interferes.

Arrival of seitlers in covered wagon. Lumbermen also ar-
rive. They settle in this locality.

&)

Scene &

EPISODE VII.—Fort Snelling.

Qeene 1. Admission to the Union. Arrival of steamboat at St. Paul.

Entire male population run to Janding. Dignitary steps
forth and gilad shout goes up. Raising of State Flag.
The Civil War, 1861. Proclamation of war. Excitement
Groups. Soldiers. Enlistments. Regiment of goldiers is
formed. They parade. Benediction is said and they march
away lo war.

EPISODE VIII.—The Acton Township Settlers Cabin.

1. Settlers talking in front of cabin. Four Sioux ask for wa-

ter. Woman gives it to them. Indians offer a gun trade.
A mark is set up on a tree. One Indian and three white
men shoot at mark. As whites go to target Indians shool
them down and fire the cabin, then run away.

Sioux miscreants arrive at village. Excite-

ment. War council. War against whites. Little Crow’s

speech. War parties are organized. Shots are fired.

Settlers run into stockade. Indians surround fort. Storm

fort. Arrival of troops. Rescue. Gen. Sibley. Return

of peace.

[

Scene

Scene

o

Scene Sioux village.

FINALE

Assembling of whole cast with pioneers,
logue which ends with singing Minnesota state song
dience is asked to join.

HAIL! MINNESOTA.

Minnesota hail to thee!
Hezil to thee our state so dear!
Thy light shall ever be
A beacon bright and clear.
Thy sons and daughters true
Will proclaim thee near and far
They will guard thy fame and adore thy name
Thou shalt be their Northern Star.

then the reading of the Epi-
in which the au-

Like the stream that bends to sea
Like the pine that seeks the blue;
Minnesota, still for thee
Thy sons are strong and true,
From their woods and waters fair;
From their prairies waving far,
At thy call they throng
With their shout and song
Hailing thee their Northern Star.

PARK ROADS

The narrow, dusty, winding roads thru the Park to
it grounds made traffic a rather difficult and |
oblem and much effort and pains were spent to
fcidents. There would have been a Derfgct
it record while handling the 85,000 people on these
it for the locking of wheels by two old Model T
ich escaped with only a broken spindle bolt.

On each pageant day some ten to twenty forest
y Torest rangers, and members of the Park and Forest
argonnel were placed on duty as traffic patrolmen
g8 for the public. At the entrance to the Park _
rangers stopped all cars and cautioned them of
engers and informed the people of picnic grounds
paces and sources of interest. On heavier days éf
requested, officers of the State Highway Traffic-*
ndered invaluable assistance. A mimeographed sheet
d each car as they entered the park. i

Much regret and many complaints were registered
{ thg condition of the roads. The roadbed and the
: gu;te satisfactory except for two or three turns

¢ being improved. However, on account of the ex- ’
Iry weather and the dense timber thru which the road
it was impossible to prevent dusty conditions.

Repeated requests for funds and assistance, for
le dust on these roads, from the legislature and
¢ 19;10@1 gources have always been denied until in
1933, after making a portion of the road thru the
3mporary‘trunk highway, the Statec Highway Department
irvey and started work for regrading and 0iling that
3f the road thru the park. By another season we
dis will be in fine shape and that no complaints
8 registered. '

Following is a 1
pt concerning the
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EPISODE VI.—Fort Snelling.

Gov. Dodge, acting U. S. Commissioner negotiates with Chip-
pewa ceding to U. 8. Government. Many chiefs are pre-
sent. Also many traders. Controversy between Major
Taliferro and prominent traders over payment of Indian
debts. Major draws gun, is encouraged to shoot by Chief
Hole-in-the-Day. Gov. Dodge interferes.

Arrival of settlers in covered wagon. Lumbermen also ar-
rive. They settle in this locality,

EPISODE VII.—Fort Snelling.

Admission to the Union. Arrival of steamboat at St. Paul.
Entire male population run to landing. Dignitary steps
forth and glad shout goeg up. Raising of State Flag.

The Civil War, 1861. Proclamation of war. Excitement
Groups. Soldiers. Enlistments. tegiment of soldiers is
formed. They parade. Benediction is said and they march
away to war,

EPISODE VIIL.—The Acton Township Settlers Cabin.

Settlers talking in front of cabin. Four Sioux ask for wa-
ter. Woman gives it to them. Indians offer a gun trade.
A mark is set up on a tree. One Indian and three white

men shoot at mark. As whites go to target Indians shoot
them down and fire the eabin, then run away.

Sioux village. Sioux miscreants arrive at village. Excite-
ment. War council. War against whites. Little Crow's
speech. War parties are organized. Shots are fired.
Settlers run into stockade. Indians surround fort. Storm
fort. Arrival of troops. Rescue. Gen. Sibley. Return
of peace.

FINALE

Assembling of whole cast with pioneers, then the reading of the Epi-
logue which ends with singing Minnesota state song in which the au-
dience is asked to join.

HAIL! MINNESOTA.

Minnesota hail to thee!
Hzil to thee our state so dear!
Thy light shall ever be
A beacon bright and clear.
Thy sons and daughters true
Will proclaim thee near and far
They will guard thy fame and adore thy name
Thou shalt be their Northern Star.

Like the stream that bends to sea
Like the pine that seeks the blue;
Minnesota, still for thee
Thy sons are strong and true,
From their woods and waters fair;
From their prairies waving far,
At thy eall they throng
With their shout and song
Hailing thee their Northern Star,

e T

Loadll =

0

b

T M eyt

=Ho'g @ o

(41

=

D 0o

(A4]
(¢
o

-
-

L

Hy

0

M

have been

Q

= @

L

(&I

ct

Tt .

0
H

%
3
Ly

4]

oo
<t
I.J -
[
-

H
=

—

i
et ot

1

'_1
1
B
I

!

]

]




(8B &0

—i ,ﬂ.“

13
c

ST

Fl
emp
nine ¢

A
4% 3
T
¥

a
e
0

" 1 + .r.h...
F— 63 =
-
=1 _I._ <q
1 & (RN
_.. o= "
o m.‘w =~
T o
=] <,
-
= St
F~ C
L13]
.
—i
m &=
®
= Ui
o (®]
o x
4
=
-
1=
' o e
S A a3 - .
= K J & q o C M~ (8.

HEAOAAD [




TET ALITIA VO

dAldWaly




Sed

2]
o

Se

s
m

ho !

I p

N

z
lks

compliment you on your

‘ fifteen with me. Ou

o' O
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(COPY)

CITY OF SAINT PAUL
William Mohoney
liayor

1
N

ct

our letter of August 16

- s
ong and we saw the park
ine program. I had a

only criticism is that
should have been oiled. We brought bacl
estate.

deserve comméendation for your euter-
that the cffort expended will do much

usiness in the future.

Very truly yours,

(Sgd.) William ifahoney

Mayor
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XIVNESOTA DIAMOND JUBILEE PAGEANT

ITASCA STATE PARK
1933

Proleogue

The American pioneers built this nation and laid the
course for the guidance of the future generations. The people
of today are a composite of all the peoples of by-gone days.
The blood of those hardy pioneers runs in the veins of the
present day people; the stones laid by our fore-fathers are
the foundation of the nation today, and history sits like &
guardian angel at the council fires of our government.

To better understand our people and to better in-
terpret the events of today, we must know the history of our
state; we must glimpse the pictures of the past which determine
the trend of its development.

Minnesota, Land of Sky Blue Waters, has a wealth of
history, starting way back with the advent of the white man in
the middle of the seventeenth century. This pageant covers the
pioneer period of that history and we are endeavoring to present
only a few of those outstanding episodes which have had such a
far reaching influence in our later development.

Long before the palefaces cast an eye on any part of
the land which is now Minnesota, our redskin brothers dwelt here
in peace and happiness.

Down through the decades which followed the coming
of the white man, the Indian has played an important part, some-
times a far from happy part for either the palefaces or himself,
but nevertheless a part so woven into the warp of our history
that he has influenced in no small measure the destiny of this
great state. Years of etrife and warfare - for which the white
man must accept no small share of blame - finally ended in the
truce under which we are living today.

We can present but a few salient features; you, as
spectators, must draw upon your knowledge and imagination to
complete the story between the scenes, reading into it all the
incidents and tradition which have been handed down from gener-
ation to generation.

Speaking as the spirit of yonder old pioneer whom
you see busying himself peacefully about his humble shack, I
shall relate to you something of what he has seen.

_— T
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EPISODE

Scene 1 In the days before the coming of the pioneer, the
Sioux, the Chippewas and the Winnebagos roved freely over their
hunting ground in the Upper Mississippi Valley, from berry
patch to rice fields; from elk herd to buffalo herd, with
little thought for anything save food and happiness. They
fought among themselves occasionally to win new hunting grounds
or to avenge a crime, but on the whole they led a peaceful life;
the men hunting in the forest and boasting of their deeds around
the council fires; the squaws tilled the cornfields, cooked the
food, and took care of their children. They lived their life
from day to day, thinking little of the past and nothing of the
future.

Scene 2

(Episode I) 1In the meanwhile, many moons' journey toward the
rising sun, the palefaces were settling upon the Eastern coast
of this fair land in ever increasing numbers. Frenchmen they
were, and the French were a restless race of tireless explorers.
They wandered far from their villages in search of a fabled
river which flowed to the westward into the China Sea.

Coming of Two of these fearless men, the Sieur du Luth and
DuLuth & Father Hennepin, starting from the little pioneer
Father village of liontreal, on the distant S8t.Lawrence,

Hennepin made their way by different routes to the Land of
the Sky Blue Waters. I

Father Hennepin, traveling with his companion Acault
(AKO) reached the Mississippi near St.Paul by way of Green Bay
and the Wisconsin Rivers. There he fell into the hands of a
wandering band of Sioux and ves made a captive. It was during l
his captivity that he, the first of all white men, saw the falls [
at Minneapolis, and named it St. Anthony in honor of his patron
gaint.

Duluth, skirting the southern shore of Lake Superior,
established a trading post at Fund du Lac, near thc site of the
great c¢ity which now bears his name, and pushed on toward the
southwest.

Strangely enough, these men met on the Mississippi
at a point probably not very far distant from the southeast
corner of Hinnesota.

The combined parties continued their journey up the .
Mississippi, and then by the Rum River route to the great vil- “
lage of the Isanti Sioux, situated on the south shore of Mille
Lacs.




Sioux Indians going to the lake shore to meet Sieur duLuth and I
Father Hennepin (
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Father Hennepin and Duluth entering the Isanti Sioux Village at the
south shore of Lake Mille Lacs

Here Duluth had the honor of planting His iajesty's
erms, significant of his efforts for the glory of France and
the extension of her dominion. Ee met the savages in council
and eudeavored to inform them of the benefits they would re-
ceive in trading their furs with the white men, and allying
themselves with New France.

Let the names of Duluth and Father Hennepin be held
in lasting honor for their being the first white men to make
knovn their explorations in liinnesota, and let the glory of
praise and gratitude vhich has been accorded them for over two
and a half centuries, continue with undiminished luster in the
nminds of future generations.
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Sieur duluth and Father Henrepin leaving the
Isanti Sioux Village

EPPISODE II (Scene change) (NW Trading Post)

(Voyageurs singing)
Scene 1

Swiftly in the wake of these first explorers came
the hardy French voyageurs and the British fur traders. It
was the lure of the rich furs collected by the Indians which
induced them to forego all the comforts of civilization and to
push their lonely and dangerous ways through the unknown rivers
and trails of a boundless wilderness.

Loading their canoes at Montreal with beads and other
trinkets of little value, these fearless travelers pushed west-
ward past Niagara, followed the shores of Lakes Erie and Kich-
igan, to Detroit and Michilimackinac; they followed the tortu-
ous Wisconsin streams from Green Bay to the Mississippi; and
they made their way far north into Canada. By the end of the
seventeenth century they already had trading posts established
at Grand Portage, Ashland, and Duluth; and one of their parties
had penetrated to the very shores of Hudson's Bay. They travel-
ed in fleets of great war canoes that were called "brigades."
Often they were buried in the wilderness for one, two and even
three years. It was these hardy fellows who explored the
wilderness and opened up trading relations with the Indians.
Practically all the early fur trade in Minnesota was controlled
by two great British corporations, - the Hudson Bay Company and
the Northwest Fur Company.

I —
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British fur traders run up British flag
at the Northwest Trading Post.
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British fur traders trading with the Indians

But these things werc to come to an end. In 1805
Zebulon Pike, an officer in the United States Armmy, vas sent
north to explore the upper reaches of the l{ississippl River,
to trace it to its source, megotiate peace treaties between
the Sioux and Chippewas, and to force thc Brltlsh Fur Com-
panies to Cumply with the American law in the territory re-
cently added to our National Domain through the Louisiana

Purchase.

When Lieutenant Pike arrived at the Trading Po
the Northwest Fur Company at Leech Lake, he found thenm s
flying the British flag in defiance of American authority He
tried to persuade them to take dovn the flag but they would not
comply with his orde Heedless of any pOS“iblC international
complications, thc young lieutenant lined up hie men,

the British fla and ran up the Stars and Stripes in its
place.

L]
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shot dowvm
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Lieutenant Pike shoots down British flag at the Northwest Trading

Post.

Pike then imposed the United States regulations,
enjoining the agent of the Northwest Company first to enter
all goods for payment of duties at the U.S. custom house at
Mackinac, second - to hoist only the United States flag over
their trading post, third - to discontinue the practice of
distributing English flags and medals to the Indians, and to
hold no council with the tribes on political subjects but to
refer such matters to officers of the American Government. The
agent accepted the new regulations as imposed on the Company.

Various groups of Indians had been interested ob-
servers of the whole affair. The English had presented them
with medals and flags, and had encouraged them to side with
the British against the Americans. They were uncertain which
gide they should take, but when they saw the Americans shoot
down the English flag they were so impressed that they flocked
to Pike's camp and sat in council with him. He had little
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difficulty in persuading them to give up their English flags
and medals and to accept American gifts in their stead.

The Indians rejoiced in their new-found friendship.
They agreed to bury the hatchet and even 1o make peace with
their hereditary enemies, the Sioux. As proof of their agree-
ment to the peace, they all smoked from Sioux Chief Wabasha's
pipe, which Pike had presented to them.

They danced the calumet dance in recognition of
their new peace negotiations.

The expedition of Pike supplemented the treaty of
1783 and the Louisiana Purchase. It was the first concrete
and tangible bond uniting this area to the National Domain.

EPISODE III

Scene 1 Time wore on and the United States again became in-
volved in a war with Great Britian in 1812. 1In spite of the
fact that the British fur traders were operating in the United
States and under the sanction of the American Government, they
failed to see any obligation to our government and arrayed
themselves on the side of the English. They made every effort
to incite the Indians and to enlist them in the British army
to fight against the Long Swords. - - - Tomaha, a Sioux Chief-
tain, refused to lead his tribe to war and remained loyal to
the American flag. Many of the northwestern Indians were én-
listed, including Sioux, Chippewa, Winnebago and the Menomonee
tribes. Chief Wabasha and Little Crow among the Minnesota Sioux N
were in this number.

British officers enlisting the Indians to
fight against the Americans
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war!! Not a new and startling event for the Indian
or their allies, the British. With tom toms beating the war
dance brought the fighting blood of the Indian to a high pitch.
As the dance ended each woman sought her man - a word, - &
token of remembrance — & charm against the evil spirit, - and
the warriors were off on the war trail ready and willing to
make the supreme sacrifice for the cause they thought just.

3cene 2 Many moons passed and the defeated Indians returncd
sadly to their villages. -- The Englich officers cxplained that
the great king across the ocean had made peace with the Amcricans
and that the war must now cease. They offered presents to the
Indians as & reward for their war service and preparcd to depard,
but Wobasha, a chief of the Sioux tribe, scorned the presents

and made his famous speech. Wabasha said:

ngy Father, what is this I see before me? A few
knives and blankets! Is this all you promised at the beginning
of the war? Where are those promisce you pede at Michilimackinac,
and sent to our villages on the Mississippif? You told us that
you would never let fall the hatchet again until the Americans
were driven out, that your King would never make peace without
consulting his red children. Has that come to pass? We never
knew of this peace. You now say thet this peace was made Dy
your King without knowledge of the war chiefs; that it is your
duty to obey his orders. What is this to ust? Will these paltry
presents pay for the men we have lost? Will they soothe the
feelinge of our friends oT make good your promises to us? For
myself, I am an old man. I have lived long and have always

found meens of support, and can still do 80."

Little Crow was more indignant. With vehenence he

e A
}
sai1.

"After we have fought for you, endured many hardships,
lost some of our people, and awakened the vengeance of our power-
ful reighborse, you make a peace for yourselves and leave us to
obtain such terms as wo can! You no longer need our services,
and offcr these goods as a compensation for having decserted us.
But no! we will not take them; We hold them and yourselves with
equél contempt!" So saying heo spurned the presents with his
foot and at the conclusion of this speech the Incdians all de-
parted.

Scene 3 The British flag waved no more on the Mississippi,but
British influence continuer to control the region from Prairie
du Chein to the Lake of the Woods, and frou Lake Superior in-
decfinitely westward. All Americans vho knew anything about
this vast region and its trade desired to see an end of the
absorption of the profits of this trade by a powerful foreign
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corporation. The Government sympathized with this desire,
and an OpporT

=10«

tunity for beneficient interference at length

presented itself in the passage of an Act by Congress which

provided

torial limits ©

citizens

that licenses to trade with Indians within the Terri-
£ the United Staties be granted only to American
This provision excluded British Trading Companies

from American soil and secured for the American fur companies
all the posts and outfits south of the Canadian boundary .

-

dians for participating

American officer pardons In
in the war with the British against the Americans

Olose on the heels of the British came the emissaries
of the United States, messengers from the Great White Father %o
offer pardon to the disheartened Indians for their participa~-
tion in the war againet America. Delegations of chiefs and
warriors from the Sioux and Chippewas made separate treatlles
ard relations of peace and friendship were formally established.

e
¥ =

Again the Indian tribes of the northwest were piaced in all

things and in every Tes
had stood before the 1
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pect on the same footing upon which they
ate war. Peace once more assured, the

-

gladly left for their villages.

IV (scene change to Ft. Srielling)
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The scene now shifts t hat narrow triangle of land
»sota and Mississippi Rivers where
I i

&

Col. Leavenworth established a military pogt in 1819. This
was the first permanent ceunler of United States authority in
the territory of Minnesota. Situated as it was at the head of
navigetion on the Mississippi and on the boundary line between
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of Hinnesota who came to wmake homes for themselves and their
posterity were refugees and fugitives from what is now the
Province of lanitoba. The American settler had not as yct
reached Minnesota. They had progressed only &8 far as Illinois, |
southern Hichigen and Missouri. There were opportunities easti- !
ward and southward for everyone then. The time was yet to come

Ce L

wvhen the Yenkees would be here, = = and the time came.

Scene 3 - Pparties of Indians from the neighboring tribes were
constently coming to the new fort - some to trade, sSOMC to sit
at the council fire, some to seek protection from. their epemies,
some out of sheer curiosity to see the fort of the white men.
gtill others came with evil designs, and the commander of the
tiny garrison had to be ever on the alert to detect treachery.

One day a chieftan of the vankton Sioux, -~ Wahnatas,
the Charger, came to the fort with a small band of warriors. ;
He was apparently friendly and seemed to have no other purpose .
than to satisfy his curiosity. But Col. Snelling had been fore-
warned that Wahnatas intended to make a treacherous attack upon
the fort. —— On the strength of this warning and without wait-
ing for any derionstration on the part of the Indiansg, Col.
nelling quickly surrounded the whole band with his soldiers,
arched then away to the council fire and addressed thea stern-

y, He exposed their plot, searched them, and lectured then
s follows:

'

o b

D =BT D

0

'

"The Great White Father in Washington has placed
this fort here on the Mississippi for the protection of his
children, both white and red. He would protect the Sioux
against the Chippewe and the evil prectices of the white traders.
Wanhnatas is a traitor to his own people. He would bite the hand
which the Great White Father stretches forth to help him. The
soldiers of the Great White Father are as pany as the leaves
of the forest. They are hrave and do not fear you. Destroy
these here at the Fort and ten tines as many will come to
destroy you. Wahnatas has forfeited his l1life by his treachery,
but the Great Thite Father is mindful of the weakness of his
children. For this once he forgives you. Take your warriors

pback t6 your villages and tell your people of our generosity."

And Wahnatas, beaten and crestfallen, gladly led
hie warriors back to their villages.

By Col. Snelling's prompt and vigorous action Wahna-
tas was inpressed with the character of the American soldier
and alvaye afterwards was friendly. Indeed so exenplary and
influential was his conduct in after tires that in Territorial
days the Legislature named a county in the Lake Traverse region
in his honor.




Chief Flatmouth seeks aid from Col. Snelling at Fort Snelling
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Scene 4 One of the duties of the commander at Fort Snelling
wae to keep peace between the various tribes. The old fued
between the Chippewas and the Sioux was ever flating up in un-
expected places. One day Chief Flatmouth of Sandy Lake and a
emall band of Chippewas, including women and children,arrived
at the Fort for a friendly visit, and 1O confer with the Indian
agent.

eing a number of armed Sioux about the Fort, the

protection of Col. snelling. He was told that as

cemained under the United States flag they would
ere allowed to encamp within musket ghot of

the Fort.

Later in the day, Tu-Panka-Zeze, Yellow Black Bass,
and eight other Sioux warriors visited the Chippewa camp. The
Chippewas were apprehensive at first but when they saw the
sioux were friendly they greeted them hogpitably. The squaws
brought them food and the braves smoked the peacepipe together.
It looked like an important step in the healing of the feud be-
tween the two tribes.

When speeches had been made by chiefs of both gides,
with many protestations of friendship on the part of the Sioux,
the visitors shook hands to seal the bonde of fellowship and
de&Tth.

:
There was no sort of suspicion among the hosts, nor ﬂ

aiong the authorities of the Fort, but when they had gone a
little way from the Chippewa camp they suddenly turned about, i

fir ed their guns into the wigwams and Tan off with shouts of y
exultation and triumph to their village.

The dismayed Chippewas were wild with rage. Every
gioux shot had taken effect. Two were killed outright and nany
were wounded, among them a girl of seven who did not long sur-
vive, notwithstanding the kindly ninistrations of the women and
the surgeon of the Post. Chief Flatmouth ran to Col.Snelling
and revealed the treachery of the Sioux. He reninded the Com-
mander of the promise of protection, and now the Colonel pronised
him vengeance. OCol. Snelling welcoried the opportunity to in-
prces the Indians with United Statce military authority; and
irmediately set out with a coupany of goldiers for the Sioux
villages. A deputation of Sioux headnen were interviewed and
the surrender of the murderers was demanded. After offering
their regrets for the treacherous deed cormitted by their young
nen, the offenders were delivered to Col. Snelling.

Rather than involve the government in the punish-
nent of the Sioux, Col. Snelling decided to turn the murderers
over to the Chippewas, The prisoners were brought before Chief
Flatmouth, were identified as participants in the glaughter,
and then delivered with rmuch solemnity to the Chippewas.
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Col.Snelling brings guilty Sioux warriors to Chippewa Village
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century anc
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What had
lowing their guide very |
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closely and turning out of a thicket into a srall opéning oz
& hill aear the prcsent location of Douglas Lodgc, thc cheor- |
ing sight of 2 trausparent body of water burst upow their view.
It was a beautiful lake, the Source of the Father of Waters,
]
- Schoolecraft party at Lake Itasca
€
They pacdled cdown the lake, landed on its island
he 8t: h around the caop-~
50 of how Lake
it
lived here in
K tér he livecd. There
h jal : d too. COlose by
wne laxe, so they could see the blue vat: r, they sat through
the loug suwiser evenings.
There was another th tine
had he scen Wani-bo-sgho anc his f-iﬂ?
fire. He was Chebiabo, the g r“hﬁgn.a.
Whose word is law in the land
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(scene change to Fort Snelling

EPISODE VI Fort Snelling

Scene 1 For many years the settlement of Kinnesota had been

badly hampered because no definite attempt had
been imade by the "ﬁ"c*“mt“t to obtain land from
the Indians. The year 1837 forms an era 1. the

- d
ling history of ldinnesota, as the first steps were
taken for the introduction of the vioodsman'
axe, and the splash of the mill wheel.

Gﬁverv'r Dodge, acting as United Coimiissioner
called together mauny of Indian b Llf
qucC‘“d“d in nepotiating an aty where-

ndians ceded to t
‘g; LLUM“G' the Mississippi, the

the
sun of $810,000 in

a \Tuy
This same treaty also lcad to much bitter feeling
on the part of the red men and was partially responsible for
the terrible massacres which were to follow. A very evil
custonl had a: of permitting the whitc traders to withdrae
from the E¢brty moneve such sume @&s might be due thex fo
trii

1€Y 8
private debts before the noi
J]: +=

The claims made by Tl '
Talliaferro who wae then in charge of Indian '
crion took o sincerc interest in the welfaxd
Hc strongly resentecd the exorbitant clains

d was opposed to paying them fron tribal
stance the argunent becane so hcated that
cnicouraged by Chief Hole-in-the-Doy, drew his
of the tradere and would probably have corried
o G e i y e

if Covernor Dodgec had not inter-

ﬁ:d nCJulT ed by this treaty included soni€é o1
berlands in the state. It was the timber
wvhich kept the sawmills going for many years
Miorine on the St.Croix and Stillwater, which
the 1ur cat town in the state and generally
t ] t listricts

ely cutover
dollars. iais treaty an

il
3 no X

ed hundreds of nillions o d
11 L pessinlﬁ the ““p d developnen

that soon foll
future state 1
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stwan, wife of a former Comniander
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ough the surge of imnigration aund resultan

Way, give way, young warrior,
and thy steed give way,

not, though lingers on the hills
red sun's parting ray.

rocky bluff and prairiec land
white man clains then now

syilbols of his course are aere
rifle, axe and plow.

The red nan's course is onward
Nor stayed his footsteps be,

Till by his rugged hunting ground
Beats the relentless seal

We clain his noble heritage

And

o so
Arrival

of lumber-

rien and
gettlers

and hi
clinat
older communiti
"f’»S 7 o)

da
kets ai pa-i}";t(i
loc&ss';a of th
doriinating over

the wvhite nman's

lls. Here was roor: enough, - & rich soil
e. Everything appeared new and wild to th
CC

e

10tley huhﬁnity, lingering near the entry

liinnesotals lari
pass with all
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untold wealth
asping hand."
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oner was the treaty conplete than
nd lunbernen began flocking into
acq uired territory. Huch of the
an excellent quality, well tinber
watered. It was an inviting coun
cranped New Englander vho had dug anong the cK: »

"'J

.J

es and & not least novel feature of the scene

d faces of the Indians and the red
e French voyageurs and half breeds, greatly pre-
the less L1¢+u esque costume of the Anglo-

e. But even while the strangers looked, the ele-
mighty change were working, and civilization was
its resistless and beneficient enpire.
EPISODE VII Fort Sunelling
Scene 1 In 1848, liinnesota was still a part of the Wisconsin
te r*ltur} A few thousand people scattercd over :
vagt territory were clamoring for independent government and
in 1849 they finally succecded in getting the :~§zt region, in-
cluding the present states of ilinn ta and the
Adnisegion two Dekotas as far west as the Q;a,;u“l River
of lMinnesota recognized as the territory of lMinnesota. It
Ft.Snelling took weeks for the news to seep through the
Scene quagrnire roads to the widely scattered settle-
6 :

r1

tory did not nur

. - g ;
ente. Th
TC

“_tirc wonulduiou of the new terri-
ber ro ]

thar ,000, but no sooner was the
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cecaseless effort he succeeded in having the present state ol
Kinnesote adnitted as the 32nd state in the Union on lay 11,
1858. t is the 75th anniversary of that event that we are
celebrating here today. News was not flashed across the country

by telegreph or radio in
weeks that the glad tidings
in '

. Congress T
7hen the whistle of
2. dock +Hurc wvo.e al

news
et Y v sreatean
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state officers elecct, executive and judicial wert
Capitol. n May 24th they took their oaths
the state 19vg:z;th in 2ll departaents was
1858, Henry H. Sibley, the

8 inaugural ncssage to the

R g AT . el
1UOL {-'-..'-.., CINgel tThe pérlio




cen

cer

-

., .

Scene & Scarcely was the new state proclaimed than itse future
was darkened by the gathering clouds of the great Civil War,but
ghe cquickly showed the world that she was ready to take her pro-
per place in the Union and carry her share of responsibility.
Almost before the echo of the first shot fired at Fort Sumpler
had died away, than Alexander Ramsey, the Governor of Minnesota,
who happened to be at the national capitol, offered to President
Lincoln a regiment of one thousand men, - the first state in

the Union to respond to the call for volunteers.

The proclamation of war was met with wild excitement,
groups formed everywhere to hear and discuss the news. Recruits
crowded around the enlistment centere, and on April 29, 166l,the
First Regiment of Minnesota Infantry Volunteers was mustered
into the United States Military Service. Very shortly the
regiment was ordered east to enter the scene of war and before
leaving was paraded before the excited peoplé. — — - =

lst Minnesota Regiment preparing to leave
for Civil War

A sudden sadness fell upon the watching throngs as
the benediction was pronounced and the soldiers mareked away,;
a vague foreboding of the sad news and anxious days which were
to follow before the long deferred victory was To be achieved.

The regiment was moved to Washington, D.C., and then
¥

-

to Virginia and on the 16th day of July it received its first
baptism of fire at the first Battle of Bull Run. A% Sudley
Church, the battery attached to the regiment was cut vo pieces.
The loss to the First Minnesota iu this one engagement was 42
killed and 108 wounded.
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The following spring the regiment was attached ©
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the Army of the Potomac on the genlnsula, and at Savage ?tzqiq“

in repelling an attack the regiment had 48 killed and wo

In the Meryland Compaign the regime
outh liountain, and later at Antietem on September
t was in the thickes f the fight, losging 1
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In July, 1863, the First Minnes 1 ne de
lasting glory at the Battle of Gettysburg. In an attﬁm t to
rally disorganized and retreating Union forces, Geén. HancocXk
ordered the First Minnesota to charge the pursuing confederates.
It was a forlorn hope but without hesitation Col. Colflllﬂrrvc
the order to charge. The regiment moved against a mass of the
enemy numbering m”ﬁy thousands, and with leveled tayonuzs gt ruck
the confederate as staggering. The enemy
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in bay until reserves came to the rescus, =———— Whgn t%e regi-
ment was recalled only 47 of its number a;evered. The ;ctal’lvss
of the regiment at Gettysburg was 63 killed and 103 wounded in-
cluding the brave Col. Colvill.
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recoiled upcﬁ their 5\0por+
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Thus ended the service of the First Minnesota 1n the

great war for the préservation of thc Uniﬁ*, but one ol many

army organizations of Minnesot: na 8

[irs

and notable &Chlﬁ?ﬁﬂu;ﬁn on m&ny of the
ields of perhaps the greatest civil ¢
the world.
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Throughout the early years of settlement, the

meny acts of injustice, especially the conteémpti-

ux Out- ble practices of her traders, who cheated tae

cak ,Meeker Indians at every turn, the breaking down oIl the
old morale of the tribes and the rapid loss

Sabin of their hunting grounds through various

treaties of doubtful validity, - all these

had combined to increacse the hatred of the

red man for his white brothers. This hatred finally reached

a culmination and brought about the first blood shed :E a

. . i - - Tacl - (1____ = —ﬂ}_‘..—)
pioneer settler's cebin in Acton Township, lieeker County. 148
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