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JULY OF 1895 was not significantly different from any 
other summer in the Red River Valley ofthe North. The 
weather was hot. The crops looked promising although 
some cases of wheat smut xvere reported. People xvere 
chewing Lorillard's Climax Plug tobacco, restoring and 
coloring their hair with Ayer's Hair Vigor, purifying 
their blood xvith Hood's Sarsparifla, and taking advan
tage of such opportunities as the "Daring and Destruc
tive ATTACK ON PRICES" at Platky's Depar tment 
Store in Grand Forks, North Dakota.'^ 

People read in their nexvspapers about the strike 
(and attendant ""RIOT AND BLOODSHED") of 20,000 
tailors in Nexv York and Brooklyn, of the severe thun
derstorm in St. Louis (""TWAS A SNORTER"), and of 
the continuing story of the accused mass murderer in 
Chicago named H. H. Holmes, who xx'ould admit only to 
having set fire to a body that was already dead ("Terrilile 
Tale"). They read ofthe "COON KILLING" — the rout 
by a baseball team in Grand Forks of a visiting team of 

'Information contained here and in the next paragraph was 
found in articles and advertisements in the Grand Forks Dady 
Herald, July 30, 1895, p. 1 ^ . 

^For details of Twain's financial and pfiysical troubles in 
1895, see Fred W. Lorch, The Trouble Begins at Eight: Mark 
Twains Lecture Tours, 183-184, 190, 3.53 notes 1, 2 (Ames, 
Iowa, 1966). 

Mr. Kinghorn is an associate professor of English at the Univer
sity of North Dakota, Grand Forks. This article is based on a 
speech he gave in 1975 at the annual meeting ofthe Chicago 
Area College English Association, Loyola University, Chicago. 

Minneapofis Blacks — and of the ""SAD A C C I D E N T " 
that occurred during the game when a small child re
ceived a ""Terrible Blow from a Base-Ball" and was said to 
be near death. And if they lived in Winnipeg, Grand 
Forks, Crookston, or any ofthe surrounding small towns, 
they read about Mark Twain, who had come to the Red 
River Valley to lecture on the regeneration of mankind. 

In 1895, Mark Twain (born Samuel L. Clemens) was 
discouraged, ill, and financially ruined. He was tor
mented by fi-equent attacks of bronchitis, gout, carbun
cles, and creditors. The Paige typesetting machine, in 
which he and his xvife Olivia had inves ted at least 
$160,000 of their savings, had failed. His pubfishing 
house, Charles L. Webster and Company of New York, 
was bankrupt . His credi tors xvere calling for thei r 
money. For Txvain the year marked the beginning of a 
decade of trouble and tragedy xvbich xvould see the death 
of his favorite chfld Susy in 1896, the death of his xvife in 
1904, and more illness for himself. But Txvain faced the 
immediate problem — the financial one — xvith courage 
and integrity. He resolved to repay his creditors, not at 
legal bankruptcy rates, but dollar for dollar. He resorted 
to the quickest and surest xvay that he hiexv to make 
money — lecturing. ^ 

In spite of his considerable doubt that he could still 
"fetch an audience," Twain began to negotiate in Feb
ruary or March of f 895 xvith the noted impresario R. S. 
Smythe of Australia for a far eastern lecture tour. In May 
he contacted his friend and former manager Major James 
B. Pond to arrange appearances in America on the first 
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leg of his tour. Twain probably wanted to test his powers 
on American audiences before embarking for foreign 
climes.^ 

Twain's tour began in mid-July xvhen he, bis wife, his 
daughter Clara, and Major and Mrs. Pond set out from 
Olivia's family home in Elmira, New York, xvhere Twain 
had been laid up xvitii a variety of fllnesses for the last 
forty-five days. His first lecture xx'as to be in Cleveland, a 
city where he knew he could expect a good reception. 
He had many influential friends of long standing in the 
city, and the newsjiapers there had reviewed him favor
ably in the past." 

The lecture that he offered in Cleveland and which 
he revised continuafly on the tour consisted of readings 
from his works tied together by the unifying theme — 
the regeneration of mankind through the improvement 
of morals. It was Txvain's facetious theory that ""moral 
vaccination" xx'as the solution to the problem. He as
serted that there were 462 possible crimes, the commis
sion of which, one hy one, would "vaccinate" the offen
der against ever being tempted hy the same crime again. 
(For example, he said that when as a child he had stolen 
a green watermelon, it had immediately inoculated him 
against steafing "that kind of xvatermelon" again.) He 
further observed that he, himself, was more than txvo-
thirds o f the way to moral perfection using this method. 
Each of the selections from his works that he gave in his 
lecture was offered as an example of a crime and its 
attendant moral principle. The audience could thus be 
vicariously vaccinated against a few of the 462 possible 
crimes.^ 

It should be noted that Txvain did not read directly 
from the printed text of his xx'orks. He had tried that 
earher and had discovered that too often the reading fell 
flat. Instead, he usually "yarned off " the story, sometimes 
modifying it on the spot. 

After the first lecture in Cleveland, Twain and his 
party went by steamer to the Upper Peninsula of Michi
gan and from there to Duluth. He arrived in that city on 
the evening of July 22, and immediately on his arrival 
was rushed to the First Methodist Church where he was 
scheduled to speak that very evening. The audience had 
been waiting an hour for his arrival and "started into 
laugh at once as though they were there for that purpose 
and thought they ought to." As soon as the lecture was 
over. Twain and his party continued on to Minneapolis 
on the night train. He spent the following day there in 
bed, nursing the carbuncle on his leg. That evening (July 
2.3) he gave his lecture at the Metropolitan Opera House. 
On July 24, he went on to St. Paul, where the Dispatch 
reported he was still suffering from the carbuncle ""that 
insists on being his campagnon de voyage. " But, said the 
newspaper, "he is in trim to amuse and he is able to do it 
as few men can." After his lecture in St. Paul, Twain 
went on to Winnipeg for two lectures.® 

MARK TWAIN and his works were no strangers in 
Canada. His books had been widely pirated by Canadian 
presses. In fact, the proofs for Roughing It (f 872) were in 
the hands of a Canadian publisher before Twain's oxxn 
American publishers could get it off the press (a typical 
example of publishing espionage for that day). Because of 
such piracies, in f 881 and 1883, Twain had taken trips to 
Canada in order to secure the Canadian copyright of 
several of his books. On both trips he had lectured and 
had received many invitations and honors. ' ' On this trip, 
he was cordially received and favorably reviewed by the 
Winnipeg Daily Tribune. On July 26, the Tribune, after 
reporting his arrix'al, remarked: 

""Probably the only people who have not read 
some of Mark Twain's stories are those who can't 
read, and as this class is a very small one in Man
itoba, there are hut few who are not deeply in
terested in the personality of the most original 
mirth-maker since the time of the lamented hus
band of Mrs. B. J. Ward, Artemus, the amoosin' 
showman. The pe renn ia l f reshness of Mark 
Twain's fun leads one, unnaturally and unrea
sonably, to expect the author to he perennially 
young. This is about the only thing which the 
interviewer finds about Mr. Clemens that he did 
not expect. Mark Twain is noxv a man of 60 years, 
and his ample supply of hair has begun to grow 
silvery. His moustache has more of a droop about 
it than xvhen, as a steamboat man, he waxed it to 
give it a military look. Under his shaggy brows, 
however, his eyes sparkle as of yore, showing that 
passing years have not dried up the fount of 
humor. Once he enters into conversation the old 
Mark Twain of the hooks is discovered, and the 
interviewer has no doubt, but diat if occasion 
arose he could tell again as good a story as Tom 
Saxvyer. In fact, the xvay in which he retells jokes 
that he meets with on his travels shows diat his 
humor is spontaneous and natural, not something 

^ Lorch, Trouble Begins at Eight, 184. The jihrase ""fetch an 
audience" is from Albert Bigelow Paine, ed., Mark Twains 
Letters, 1:193, 2:685 (New York, 1917). 

"Lorch, Trouble Begins at Eight, 185, 188. 
= Lorch, Trouble Begins at Eight, 186, 321^32. Lorch fists 

many ofthe stories that Twain used in his '"morals" lecture and 
also gives a partial text of the lecture that Txvain gave as the 
opening performance of his tour in Cleveland. 

^A more detailed account of Twain"s visits to Duluth and 
the Twin Cities in 1895 is in John T. Flanagan, ""Mark Twain on 
the Ujiper Mississippi,'" in Minnesota History, 17:378^84 
(December, 1936). Flanagan mistakenly says that Twain's last 
lecture in Minnesota that year was in St. Paul, neglecting to 
mention his later lecture in Crookston. 

'Albert Bigelow Paine, Mark Twain: A Biography, 2:715, 
748 (New York and London, 1912); Paul Fatout, ed., Mark 
Twain Speaking, 157-161, 178-180 (Iowa City, 1976). 
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MARK TWAIN in a characteristic 
pose — at least at this dismal period 

in his life, when, despite illness, 
he toured the world to give 

lectures to help pay his debts. The 
photograph, by Alvin Langdon 

Coburn, is from Mark Twain by 
Archibald Henderson (New York, 

1912). 

put on and off like an ill-fitting garment. Among 
the other items in this evening's programme will 
be the famous story of the jumping frog. This is 
one of the most characteristic pieces of Mark 
Twain's humor, and, though it lacks in print the 
force of his inimitable method of telling it, it can
not fail to interest as indicative of his style. Here 
it is.* 

Then follows the story of the jumping frog, not the ver
sion published years earlier as "The Notorious Jumping 
Frog of Calavaras County " but the version that Twain had 
been telling from the platform. Perhaps the Winnipeg 
Daily Tribune had covered the lecture in Minneapolis or 
St. Paul or Duluth, or perhaps Major Pond had given the 
Tribune a copy ofthe lecture. Twain would probably not 
have been pleased to find part of his lecture reprinted in 
the newspaper. Such piracies had annoyed him all his 
life. 

In the same issue of the Winnipeg Dady Tribune, 
there appears an interview with Mark Twain, accom
pfished, according to the reporter, as Twain afighted 
from a hack at the door of his hotel. To the interviewer. 
Twain looked "more like a sea captain than a river pflot," 
dressed as he was "in blue serge with a flat peaked cap of 
the same material." 

The interviewer was aware of Twain's recent illnesses 
and thought he was "looking much better. " He up
braided Twain for having cheated his readers ' o u t of a 
good story" (the story of the ""yaller cow with the hob-
tail," afluded to at the end of the story of the jumping 

'^Winnipeg Daily Tribune, July 26, 1895, p. 5. 

frog by the narrator, Simon Wheeler). Twain answered, 
"Oh, well, you took it too seriously and besides if the old 
man [Wheeler] had told the stoi-y you might have been 
more bored than I was. " 

The reporter wanted to know whether Twain had 
noticed any improvement in the mud since his last visit, 
to which Twain replied, "I have never seen real mud 
since I left the Missouri till to-day. Then xvhen I looked 
out and saxv the mud in the side streets I said "Here I am 
at home again.' In the east either the poverty of tiie soil 
or the extent of the pavements precludes the possibility 
of real mud, and I am rather glad to see it again. In 
Hartford [Connecticut], where I have lived for many 
years, we are strangers to it, even on the country roads. " 

The interviewer then asked Twain whether or not a 
man "down the river" named Clemens might be a rela
tive, and Twain repfied with a brief account of Clemens 
famdy history, at which point "Major Pond and the 
ladies, reinforced by a porter and two blue coated befl 
boys bore doxvn on the twain that were not one flesh and 
put them asunder, carrying off the author to his delayed 
lunch. He had only time to say that they xvould remain in 
the city till Sunday, xvhen they leave for the south and 
west ." 

On the next day, July 27, the Winnipeg Daily 
Tribune reviewed Mark Twain's lecture o f t he previous 
night. The review, printed below in toto, is a favorable 
one xvith perhaps a slight implication (in the reviewer's 
choice of words) that there xvas something wrong with 
being only a humorist; 

"Selkirk hall was full of xvell-dressed people 
(badly dressed folks do not go to lectures) last 
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night to listen to "Mark Twain' defiver himself of a 
few of t h e many co lored e p i s o d e s , xvhich, 
fathered in a brain teeming xvith thought, have 
been given to an admiring xvorld in fuller shape in 
the form of seven volumes of the most entertain
ing stories ever penned. 

'"It was, therefore, a genuine ti-ibute to the 
abilities of Mr. Clemens as an author, that so 
many of the leading citizens of Winnipeg assem
bled to hear him lecture, and the laughter and 
applause which greeted his efforts from time to 
time must have shoxx'u the lecturer that his pun
gent and witty remarks were thoroughly ap
preciated. 

""The humor of Mark Twain is pecuhar, and 
r e q u i r e s pecu l i a r ly bui l t up a u d i e n c e s to 
thoroughly comprehend the xvhimsical situations 
he places before them so unconventionally. 

"'A short, slightly built man, xvith a heavy mass 
of iron gray hair, a fierce looking moustache, 
wide, open, massive forehead, bushy eye-broxvs, 
under which scoxvl at you a couple of fierce eyes, 
firm looking chin, but alas, xvith the fatal droop 
thereto so common xvith impulsive, easy-going 
natures. 

""The chin looks firm enough, but the droop of 
the under lip is there. 

"An easy manner and a nonchalant style 
places Mr. Clemens at once in full sympathy xvith 
the people before him. The rest is simple. 

"After not a few of his sentences there was 
sdence; then a dribble of laughter, then a cres-
cendoing to mighty applause, then a diminuendo, 
drooping off to solitary cackling for some minutes, 
evidenced the struggle for supremacy between 
mind and matter on the part of many present, and 
it was precious difficult at times to distinguish 
betwixt the two. 

""Mark Txvain has made a success in Winnipeg. 
'"A nexv programme this evening. "̂  

Note the reference to "seven volumes of. . . entertaining 
stories" (italics mine), and the "alas" fatal droop of 
Txvain's lower lip that identify him as ""impulsive " and 
""easy-going." Mark Txx'ain smarted all his professional 
life under the stigma that would not alloxv a humorist — 
a man who makes jokes, xx'lio finds something laughable 
in every aspect of the human condition — to make a 
serious statement. For Twain, humor was a serious call
ing and his most recent books — A Connecticut Yankee 
in King Arthurs Court (1889) and The Tragedy of 
PudcTnhead Wilson (1892) — had been , for many 
readers, baffling mixtures of comedy and tragedy. They 
continue to baffle many modern readers. 

It was not easy for lecture-hall and opera-house audi
ences of the nineteenth century, conditioned to exjiect 

formal and usually oratorical lectures, to become accus
tomed to the Mark Txvain manner. Frequently, Twain 
walked nonchalantly onto the stage, hands in pockets, as 
if he had wandered in from the street and appeared sur
prised to find himself facing an audience. Unhke the 
loud, haranguing, even hell-fire-and-brimstone voice of 
the average circuit speaker, Twain's voice was quiet. He 
spoke slowly, in a drawl described abroad as ""Yankee." 
He did not hide himself behind the lecturn but strolled 
about the stage from time to time. Though he had his 
talk memorized, he defivered it as if it were coming to 
him on the spot. It took an audience a while to become 
attuned to this peculiar sort of lecture. Perhaps in fear of 
misunderstanding among audiences. Major Pond was re
luctant to call Twain's performances lectures. The Win
nipeg advertisement promised "Txx'o 90 Minutes' Chat 
and Character Sketches," advertising in most American 
towns cafled them simply "talks," and the Australian 
manager Smythe advertised them as "At Homes ," hop
ing, no doubt, to prepare audiences for Txvain's informal 
delivery. '" 

The Winnipeg interviewers got one more chance to 
question Twain before his depar ture for Crookston, 
Minnesota. The second (and perhaps the same) Tribune 
reporter was curious about Twain's feeling for the Mis
sissippi. Txvain's reply underscores the importance of 
that pai't of his life: 

"By a series of ex'ents — accidents — I xvas the 
only one who xx'rote about old times on the Mis
sissippi. Wherever else I have been some better 
have been there before and wifl come after, hut 
the Mississippi xvas a virgin field. No one could 
write that life but a pflot, because no one else but 
a pflot entered into the spuit of it. But the pilots 
were the last men in the world to write its history. 
As a class they did not naturafly run to literature, 
and this was made more unfikely by another rea
son. E v e r y pi lo t had to car ry in his head 
thousands of details of that great river. Details, 
moreover, that were always changing, and in 
order to have nothing to confuse those details 

^Winnipeg Daily Tribune. July 27, 1895, p. 5. 
^^Winmpeg Daily Tribune. July 26, 1895, p. 5; Lorch, 

Trouble Begins at Eight, 191. For another probable sample of 
Major Pond"s advance promotion of Twain's lecture tour, see 
St. Paul Pioneer Press, July 24, 1895, p. 8, xvhich contains a 
humorous interviexv with Txvain, reprinted from the 
Washington Post and written, I suspect, by Twain himself The 
article, printed under the headline ""TWAIN'S OBITUARY 
MUSEUM," contains several Twain poems, described as a'"ht-
de nest of mortuai-y sentiment,"' which bring tears to Twain's 
eyes as he reads them. One example wifl suffice: 

""Fatfier's in fieaven: his body is dead, 
And silent, cold and still. 

When xve orphans get back fi-om the graveyard. 
We're going to bust the wfll. 

—By His Children." 
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they entered into a compact never to read any
thing. Thus if they had thought of writing, they 
would have no connected style, no power of de
scribing anything; and moreover, they were so 
engrossed in the river that there was nothing in 
life unusual to them. Here, then was my chance, 
and I used i t ."^ ' 

One might guess that xvhat interested Twain most as 
he traveled up the Red River Valley was the river itself 
and its history of steamboating that was analogous to his 
own experiences on the Mississippi. And perhaps he did 
become nostalgic as he rode the train southward, recall
ing that it had been the railroad that in effect had killed 
river commerce and with it his favorite profession. 

But Mark Twain seemed more impressed with the 
landscape ofthe valley when he wrote from Crookston to 
his friend Henry Huttleston Rogers: ""You must hire a 
private car some day and take a swing through this 
splendid country. "'^ H e elaborated on his impression of 
the beauty of the countryside in a hurried interview in 
his train car when the train stopped in Grand Forks, 
North Dakota, on July 29. The reporter from the Grand 
Forks Herald found Mark Twain ""a very entertaining 
conversationalist, very wifling to ansxver questions as to 
his opinion of this part of the country, and he asked a 
great many in return." The article then quoted several of 
Twain's opinions: 

""This country of yours out here , ' he said, "as
tonished me beyond all imagination. Never in my 
life have I seen such fields of grain extending in 
all cfirections to the horizon. This country appears 
to me to be as it were a mighty ocean; my concep
tion of it is the same as that of a man who has 
never seen the ocean before, he sees nothing but 
water as far as the eye can reach; here I see noth
ing but oceans of wheat fields. Why it is simply 
miraculous.' He asked a great many questions re
garding our city as to its population, buildings, 
schools, etc. He very much regretted not being 
able to lecture in Grand Forks, as he had heard 
that we had a splendid opera house. "'^ 
The same Herald reporter spoke to Major Pond, who 

told him that Twain was lecturing in Crookston instead of 
Grand Forks because no one in Grand Forks had re
sponded to his letter of inquiry about an appearance 
there. A possible reason for this xvas suggested by a 
newspaper in rival East Grand Forks which, in noting 
Twain's nonappearance in Grand Forks, remarked that 
no one had responded to Pond's letter because they 

^^ Winnipeg Daily Tribune, July 28, 1895. 
'^Lewis Leary, ed., Mark Twain's Correspondence with 

Henry Huttleston Rogers, 1893-1909, 177 (Berkeley and Los 
Angeles, 1969). 

^^Grand Forks Herald, July 30, 1895, p. 4. 
'''fia.s-f Grand Forks Courier, August 2, 1895, p. 5. 

learned that Twain "couldn't play ball or a banjo." It 
went on to say that if Mark Twain had come to Grand 
Forks, his experience '"would have been similar to that 
felt by Henry Ward Beecher when he lectured in Grand 
Forks at a time when wheat xvas worth $1.25 per bushel. 
He talked to empty chairs. "'* 

W H E N Mark Twain arrived in Crdokston the same day 
as his interview in Grand Forks, his coining had not been 
entirely unheralded. As early as July 8, the Crookston 
Times xvas filling several small slots per issue with the 
modest announcement, "Mark Twain July 29th," and on 
July 18 an advertisement appeared announcing that '"Re
serve Seat Sale opens at Tom Morris' Monday, July 22, 
at 10:00 o'clock a.m. " Seats were to be sold at fifty cents, 
seventy-five cents and $1.00, for an opportunity — ""per
haps the last" — to hear ""the most popular writer in the 

AS EARLY AS July 8, the Crookston Times began an
nouncing Mark Twains visit. This notice, undoubtedly 
written in part by Major Pond, billed the lecturer as "the 
most popular writer in the English language,"' and also 
suggested that it would be Twains last tour. 
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CROOKSTON, with its unpaved 
streets and wooden sidewalks, 
looked about like this to Twain 
when he visited it in 1895. This view 
looks southwest from the corner of 
Second Street. 

MARK TWAIN was the fir.st guest 
to stay at the Hotel Crookston, 

although it did not officially open 
until July 31. Sumptuous cere

monies, including visits by such 
dignitaries as Minnesotas governor, 

marked that event. A reporter for 
the Crookston Times who looked 

through the hotels "elegant interior" 
predicted that "it will be far the 

finest hotel building in the north
west"' and "will stand for a century."" 

The hotel is no longer standing. 

English language." It xvas Major Pond, his eye always on 
ticket sales, who spread the word to newspapers along 
the route of the tour that this would probably be Mark 
Twain's last lecture tour. The phrase, "the most popular 
writer in the Engfish language, " is also Pond's. '^ 

The Crookston Times had done its research with 
greater care than the Winnipeg Daily Tribune, for the 
Crookston reporter had a better sense of what to expect 
from this unusual man. To he sure. Twain was first a 
humorist. But the Times also knew that the audience 
should expect something more than mere funny stories; 

"Mark Twains rank [.sic] easily as the foremost 
humorist ofthe age. His style is graceful and easy; 
his language simple and elegant, and under his 
sayings that apparently have no other mission 
than to move the reader to smfles, there is an 
undercurrent of subtle wisdom that is strongly 

marked by sound common sense, and is worthy of 
more than a passing notice. "'^^ 
And the Times reporter was well axvaie of Mark 

Twain's unorthodox platform manner: 
"As a lecturer Mr. Clemens is beyond any con
ventional rules. He does not seek for elocutionary 
efforts, but his attitude is rather that of a man 
with a good story to tel l and who is fairly 
confident of his ability to tefl it well. A more de
lightful manner in which to spend an hour than in 
hearing the readings of Mr. Clemens wfll give can 
scaicely he imagined. Laughter invariably greets 
the first sentence and attends him to the end, and 

p. 2. 
^"•Crookston Daily Times, July 8, f895, p. 4, July 18, 1895, 

^Crookston Daily Times, July 22, 1895, p. 4. 
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ceases with a sense of his hearers having been 
captivated by a genius mirth as good to remember 
as it was to hear. " 
As the date of Twain's lecture in Crookston ap

proached, the Times continued to print advertisements 
and notices about it. Occasional paragraphs described the 
eagerness with which the people in the area awaited 
Twain's arrival. On July 24, the Times reported that 
"everybody in the city is reading up Mark Twain in an
ticipation of the lecture to be given by that prince of 
American humorists on Monday next. Not only his more 
noted books, but all the short sketches which he has 
written are in demand. One of the best sketches and 
most sought after is the Million Pound Bank Note pub
lished in the Century some years since. "^'' 

On July 26, under the headline "Mark Twain to Be 
Given a Flattering Reception on Monday Evening," the 
Times reported that the '"interest in the Mark Twain 
entertainment has increased to such a pitch that it is now 
becoming exciting." The newspaper went on to say: 

"The people along the Fosston line have caught 
the contagion, and are not to be outdone by the 
towns on the St. "Vincent line who secured a spe
cial train to take their people home after the per
formance. The Fosston people have also arranged 
for an excursion rate and for transportation home 
after the performance. Through the courtesy of 
Supt Jenks, the Fosston Flyer, which leaves here 
at 6 o'clock will he held until f f o'clock Monday 
evening. This insures a large attendance from 
Fosston way, and already telegrams are pouring 
in for seats. There is now no question that the 
opera house wfll be packed with the largest and 
best audience ever assembled in Crookston. " '^ 
Finally, on July 29, the Times proclaimed in large 

type, "HE'S H E R E . " The reporter for the Times was 
disappointed in his feflow townsmen for their manners 
and their grammar; 

"A short rather stout man with gray hair and 
heavy mustach clad in a blue coat and cap alight
ed from the Great Nor thern train last night 
closely followed by two ladies and a young girl 
and lastly by the imposing form of Major J. B. 

^''Crookston Daily Times, July 24, 1895, p. 3, 
'^^Crookston Daily Times, July 26, 1895, p. 3, 
^^Crookston Daily Times, July 29, 1895, p. 4. Evidendy 

the reporter placed more stock in "syntax'" than in punctuation, 
for his description of Txx'ain would suggest that it was not Tx\'ajn 
hut Twain's moustache that wore a blue coat and cap. 

^^Crookston Daily Times, July 27, 1895, p. 4. For an ac
count ofthe hotel's gala grand opening, which was attended by 
the governor ofMinnesota, David M. Clough, and other dig
nitaries, see Crookston Dady Times, August f, 1895, p. 4. 

^'Leary, ed., Mark Twain's Correspondence, 177. 
^^Crook.ston Dady Times, July 29, 1895, p. 4. 
^^Crookston Dady Times, July 30, 1895, p. 4. 

Pond, the celebrated impressario. 'That's him' 
said a dozen people with as fittle regard for the 
proprieties as for their syntax." '^ 
Twain and his party registered as the first guests in the 

elegant new Hotel Crookston, the grand opening of 
which would not take place until July .31.^" Twain appar
ently spent the day of his lecture in Ĵ is hotel room as xvas 
his custom. Part o f the time he worked on his presenta
tion for that evening. In a letter written that day he 
described the lecture, of xvhich there seem to have been 
two versions; 

""I'm stealing a inoment to scribble this line. I 
have to .steal my odd moments , for I am at xvork 
all die time on my lectures, on board the trains 
and everywhere. I've got No. 1 where I am no 
longer afraid of it or in doubt about it; and now for 
the past few days I am at work on No. 2. I tried it 
in Winnipeg Saturday night and found it was 35 
minutes too long; and so at the end of an hour and 
a half I offered to let the audience go; but they 
said "go on, ' — so I did. To-day I have knocked 
out one long piece and put in a shorter one; and I 
hope the audience to-night will alloxv me to add 
the new piece to No. I s program so that I can try 
it. But I won't without their consent, for a special 
trainload of them are coming 180 miles and I must 
not tire them. Thus far I have had more people in 
three opera houses than they've ever had in them 
before, winter or sumnier; and they sxx'elter there 
with admirable patience; they all stay and see me 
through."^ ' 

The e a g e r n e s s xvith xvhich t h e p e o p l e a r o u n d 
Crookston anticipated Twain's lecture is exddent from 
the local news columns for that day's Times. Inhabitants 
of Crookston and the surrounding area arranged their 
schedules so that they could attend tiie lecture, as indi
cated by such statements as "Prof. Hetier went to Fisher 
today for a short trip. He will return in time to heai- Mark 
Twain, or ""There was a general exodus of summer resort-
ers from the lake this morning, thirty having come in, 
the greater number of whom wfll hear the Twain lecture 
tonight. "^^ 

The Grand Opera House, where Twain lectured that 
evening, was filled to capacity. The audience at the lec
ture was described by the Times as ""the finest in point of 
numbers , individuality and inteflect which has ever as
sembled in the city. It contained die best citizens o f the 
towns represented, and it was characterized by Mr. 
Clemens as a gathering which would do credit to a New 
England city."^^ 

The entire program of readings tiiat Twain gave that 
evening is not known. The Polk County Journal repor ted 
that Twain, after doing six unnamed selections, "an
nounced that he would give a fexv extracts from the 'diary 

in of Adam,' something new to this audience, and which 

Winter 1977 327 



our opinion is the drollest of all his xvritings. This kept 
the audience in a continual uproar from start to finish 
and put them in exceflent humor for "The Golden Arm, ' 
which wound up the entertainment. " The Crookston 
Times xvas also impressed xvith the selections from 
"Adam's Diary," saying that they "showed probably more 
originality than any of the other selections," but also 
noted that "his 'Watermelon' story was probably the most 
humorous and the "Ghost Story' brought out his wonder
ful ability as a story teller."^* 

In addition to these selections. Twain probably read 
an e.xcerpt from Huckleberry Finn — the scene in which 
Huck, in the throes of a battle betxveen his public eon-
science and his private conscience, decides to obey per
sonal feeling and not turn Nigger Jim over to the au
thorities, even if it means that he will go to hell for it. 
That piece was an important part of Twain's repertoire, 
and it xvould be nice to think that he used it. 

When the lecture concluded at f0:30 P . M . . Twain 
reportedly xvas so pleased with his audience — all those 
people from miles axvay, from towns along the St. Vin
cent and Fosston lines of the Great Northern, including 
such places as Hallock, Warren, Mcintosh, and Mentor 
— that he "stepped doxvn off the stage and was intro
duced to afl who desired to grasp him by the hand. "̂ ^ 

Twain's appreciation of his audience was mirrored by 
their appreciation of him. The Warren Sheaf reported 
that ""About eighty Warrenites went to Crookston Mon
day to see and hear the only and original Mark Twain, 
and to say that none of them were disappointed is put
ting it mildly. For almost two hours the large audience 
sat there interested and simmering with amusement, as 
he recited some of his best stories, unfolding gently the 
rich and varied stories of wit and humor for which he has 
become noted. "̂ ® 

In Fosston, the reaction was just as enthusiastic. The 
Fosston Thirteen Towns said that "the lecture or rather 
"story telling,' by Mark Twain at the Opera House, 
Crookston, last Monday evening attracted a large and 
appreciative audience. The droll manner in which Mr. 
Clemens tells his anecdotes are inimitable and holds the 
close attention of his listeners. "^'' 

The Crookston Times also expressed its eloquent 
appreciation; 

""Mr. Clemens spoke for fully an hour and a 
half, and the close attention he received must 

have been very gratifying. Of course there were a 
fexv who had gone with the idea of hearing some
thing on the negro minstrel order and these were 
disappointed. Mr. Clemens selections were all 
taken from his hooks and while humorous each 
contained some deep thoughts, which hidden 
perhaps at first reveal themselves in later exami
nation, and furnished food for thought. "̂ ® 
Mark Txvain xvould have b e e n gratified, for he 

wanted more than anything to be recognized as more 
than just a funny man. It is to the credit of the Times 
reporter that he recognized the deep seriousness of 
Mark Twain's humor, for other newspapers xvere not so 
perceptive. The Crookston Daily Tribune, for example, 
remarked after Twain's lecture, ""Mark Twain has come 
and gone, bu t Blind Tom xvill execu te "Marching 
Through Georgia,' and other popular melodies at the 
merry-go-round to-night." ̂ ^ 

Twain left Crookston on Tuesday, July 30, and 
crossed the West hy rail, stopping along the way to speak 
in smafl towns and cities. The tour that began in America 
and Canada took him to Australia, Tasmania, Nexv Zea
land, India, South Africa, and finafly to London. Along 
the route ofthe ""greatest lecture tour ofthe century, " he 
met presidents and maharajas, generals and kings, great 
and famous people. But as thrilled as he was in the com
pany ofthe great, it is doubtful that the democratic Mark 
Twain, when he reflected on it, prized those meetings 
with the great any more highly than he prized the laugh
ter and appreciation of small-toxvn folk such as those he 
met in the Red River Valley. He once observed; 

""High and fine literature is wine, and mine is only 
water; but evervbody likes xvater."^" 

^''Polk County Journal, August 1, 1895, p. 1; Crookston 
Dady Times, Julv 30, 1895, p. 4. 

i^Polk County Journal, July 30, 1895, p. 1. 
^HVan-en Sheaf August 1, 1895, p. 1. 
^''Thirteen Towns (Fosston), .-Vugust 2, 1895, p. 7. 
^'^Crookston Daily Times. July 3̂ 0, 1895, p. 4. 
^^Crook-ston Daily Tribune. July 30, 1895, p. 3. 
^°Tlie term "greatest lecture tour ofthe century'" is quoted 

in Lorch, Trouble Begins at Eight, 188, from the Petoskey, 
Michigan, Daily Reporter, Jub- 20, 1895. The concluding quo
tation is from Paine, ed., Mark Twain s Letters, 2:485. 

THE PHOTOGRAPHS of Crookston on page 326 are from the 
Minnesota Historical Societys audio-visual library. 
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