
ism is r e p l a c e d b y tha t of co rpora te capi ta l ism. D u r 

ing th is p e r i o d of i n t e rna l conflict xvithin capi ta l i sm, 

pa r t of t h e p o p u l a t i o n looked backward to a ma rke tp l ace 

of small p r o d u c e r s a n d to Jacksonian democracy , a n d 

o thers looked forward to large-scale p r o d u c t i o n a n d to 

""Progressive" democracy . Bu t t h e r e xx'ere those wi th in 

Popul ism who bad a vision of a co-opera t ive c o m m o n 

weal th as an a l t e rna t ive to e i t he r k ind of capi ta l ism. 

LIsing m i d w e s t e r n mater ia l s , b u t focusing on those from 

Minneso ta , Youngda le has deve lo 'ed a ve ry sophist i 

cated m o d e l of ove r l app ing pa rad igms (cultu- d p e r s p e c 

tives) to e x p l a i n t h e u n s t a b l e i d e o l o g y of so m a n y 

Popul i s t s . Popu l i sm, for Youngda le , con ta ined aspects of 

Jacksonian and Progress ive d e m o c r a c y as xvell as its cen 

tral co -opera t ive vision. An indiv idual Popul i s t could 

m o v e quickly and u n p r e d i c t a b l y from o n e viexxqioint to 

a n o t h e r . By 1915, t h e opt ions of 1895 w e r e largely fore

c l o s e d , h o w e v e r , as P r o g r e s s i v i s m a n d c o r p o r a t e 

capi tal ism b e c a m e t h e d o m i n a n t cul tural pa r ad igm. 

Happ i ly , t hen , it is no longer t r ue that local his to

rians are ignor ing conflict, a n d xx'e s eem to b e mov ing 

into a p e r i o d of d e e p conce rn wi th conflict t heo ry which 

can link local and nat ional h is tory in i l luminat ing a n d 

p r o d u c t i v e xvays. 

Book Reviews 
Autobiography of Values. By Charles A. Lindbergh. 

Edited by William dovanovich and dudith A. Schiff. 
(New York, Harcourt Brace Jovanoxich, 1978. Illustra
tions, xxii, 423 p. $12.95.) 

THIS BOOK, published four years after Charles A. Lind
bergh's death, is a "summing up' of his provocatixe viexvs 
on the mystery and quality of life. It is informed by the man's 
perspective forged from fifty years of flying around the globe 
and travel and observation in all parts of the xx'orld. Lindbergh 
begins: "The age of seventy gives one a vantage point from 
xvhich to look back on the values of a lifetime. , I find myself 
at a vantage point in human evolution as well as my personal life. 
Born at the beginning of the exponentiafly advancing twentietfi 
century A.D., I have experienced more cfiange in tfie envi
ronment of man than took place during all previous centuries 
since civilization beg^n — as though the impact of thousands of 
years had been upon a singfe indix'idual. " 

Lindbergh recounts his extraordinary career as farmer, ax'i-
ator, inventor, advocate of rocketry, pioneer in faying out 
commerciat air routes, opponent of American entry into Wodd 
War II, and champion of wildfife conservation. His preoccupa
tion with the ex'olution of human life permeates most pages. 
How does he fit into the endless stream of life'? As an indi-
vidual, according to Lindbergh, one is defined by and gathers 
meaning through family, race, country, locality, and travel. 
Much of the autobiographical turf has been covered in The 
Spirit of St. Louis and The Wartime Journals — his boyhood in 
Minnesota, visits to Washington, D . C , xvith his congressman 
father, the magic world of science first experienced in his 
Grandfather Land's faboratory in Detroit, his attraction to avia
tion, barnstorming, flying airmail, the f927 flight, mapping air 
routes, observing air power in Europe during the 1930s, his 
exile to Europe, breaking xvith Franklin Roosevelt, and opposi-

Books and other publications reviexved in Minnesota History 
may be ordered from the MHS Museum Shop and Bookstore, 
690 Cedar Street , St. Paul .55101; or phone (612) 296-4694. 

tion to die United States entry into World War II, Howex'er, 
new material of significance appears: His own account of his 
first son's kidnapping and murder, the inside story of the con
troversial German medal presented by Hermann Goering, dis
covery of the Tasady tribe in the Philippines, and candid com
ments on luminaries his fame brought him into contact xvidi, 
including Carl Jung, Henry Ford, Lady Astor, Afexis Garret, 
Josepli P. Kennedy, John F. Kennedy, Ferdinand Marcos, and 
a host of others. He tells how William Randolph Hearst offered 
him a movie contract for $.500,000, xvhich he declined. Fresh 
gfimpses of fife with his wife and children add interest and 
humor, including his precise set of specifications for a wife. 

The major thrust of the book is Lindbergh's distillation of 
life's xalues. Five Lindberghian judgments and speculations 
stand out. First, sustaining a quality of life requires a sturdy 
heredity and a healthy natural enxironment. Problems are 
ahead as the natiual enx'ironment is destroyed and niodern 
medicine interrupts natural selection and introduces genetic 
defects. Second, the qualitv' of life ultimately can only be 
measured by the quahty of the natural environment and hered
ity. Third, human life is a paradox. "Here , " writes Lindbergh, 
"one encounters again the juxtaposition of apparently opposed 
principles of nature — die importance and unimportance of the 
individual. He is the ultimate goal of life's evolution, yet his life 
is of such trivial value that it is snuffed out for the sfightest 
cause. He is at once the ocean of mortafity and a mofecule 
within it. His presence is essentiaf; his absence is unniissed. " 
Fourth, human fife's creations and technological achievements 
are most visible in urban cix'ilization, but its deepest meanings 
are to be found in the sensate environment of the jungle. Man, 
to remain human, needs to renexv contact xvith the "wisdom of 
wildness.' Fifth, the adventures of the future fie beyond time 
and space in raising human consciousness about die mysteries 
of human fife. "To ven ture beyond the fantastic accom
phshments of this physically fantastic age, sensory perception 
must combine witli the extrasensory, and I suspect die txx'o wifi 
prove to be different faces of each other." 

Many will take issue witli Lindbergh that World War II 
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weakened Western cixilization. This rexiexver believes he un
derestimated the Nazi threat to Western Europe. Also, his 
apprehension about the contemporary direction of the United 
States will not elicit agreement in many quarters. But you 
knoxv where he stands, and he states his positions widi vigor, 
clarity, and honesty. 

Lindbergh writes xvith precision, xerxe, and an engaging 
style. The editors haxe skillfully surmounted the problems in
herent in a posthumous manuscript. A fexv repetitious sections 
could haxe been left out, iind closer proof reading could hax'e 
eliminated a few minor errors (St. Louis Historical Society, for 
example, should be Missouri Historical Society). For those 
seeking to enrich their understanding of Lindbergh, his re
markably varied contributions, and his impact on the twentietii 
century, this book is recommended as an indispensable source. 

Reviewed by RUSSELL W . FRIDLEY, director of the Minnesota 
Historical Society, longtime friend of Charles A. Lindbergh, 
and author of the introduction to Lindbergh's Boyhood on the 
Upper Mississippi: A Reminiscent Letter, published by the 
MHS in 1972. 

Les Derniers Puritains, Pionniers d'Am6rique: Lettres 
de Theodore Best et Sophie Bonjour, 1851-1920. 
Edited by Charles Marc Bost. 
(Paris, France , Hachet te , 1977. 439 p . I l lustrat ions. 
Paper.) 

MANY LETTERS of early Minnesota pioneers contain only 
concrete details and tell us nothing about the xxTiter's feelings 
or opinions. Others are so full of feelings and opinions that we 
cannot imagine that the people xx'ho wrote them actually fixed 
in a xx'orld of objects. Seldom are the best qualities of both 
kinds of letters combined. When it happens the result makes 
fascinating reading. 

Such is the case with Les Derniers Puritains. Consisting of 
letters xvritten from Minnesota during the 18,55-80 period hy a 
French-speaking Swiss man named Theodore Bost and his xvife 
Sophie Bonjour, the book was edited b\' Charles Marc Bost, a 
descendant of one of Theodore Bost's brothers. The letters tell 
a great deal about the thoughts and feelings of its authors, 
xx'hile also describing many details of their daily lives. 

Bost came to North America in 1851 at die age of seven
teen. Son of a middle-class Protestant minister, Bost spent 
several years teaching school in New England, then went on 
to Minnesota in May, 18.55, after reading J. "Wesley Bond's 
Minnesota and Its Resources. He soon obtained a job working 
for Captain William B. Dodd, a founder of the town of St. Peter 
and an early road builder. Bosf s description of the following 
few months gixes a unique xiew of Dodd and his road-building 
projects. 

After working on the road for some time, Bost was fired 
when he asked for his xvages. He returned to St. Paul, xvbere 
he stayed until November, 1855, at which time, intending to 
farm, he bought a claim near Chanhassen. 

Subsequent letters describe Bost's establishment of the 
farm and his mail-order marriage xvith Sophie Bonjour, a Swiss 
xx'oman he had known only briefly as a child but who his par
ents tliought was eminently suitable to be his xvife. Despite the 

pragmatic beginning of their relationship, the couple soon after 
their marriage (xvhich took place the day after Sophie's arrival 
in St. Paul from Switzerland in 1858), xx-ere referring to each 
other by the nicknames "Soso" and "Dodo." They xvere to be 
married for die next sixty years. 

In the later letters xve learn of their life together on the 
farm, the birth of their children, their relations with their 
neighbors, and their opinions about local and national politics 
and economics during and after the Cixil War. The final letters 
in tlie book xvere xx'ritten from California, where tfie Bosts went 
to live in 1887. 

While the letters are written in a good, grammatical 
French, they contain many American idioms and expressions 
for which, apparently, the Bosts could find no good French or 
Swiss alternatix'cs. Scattered throughout the book are sketch 
maps drawn bx' Bost at various times to shoxv the layout of his 
farm and its relationship to St. Paul, Lake Minnetonka, and the 
Minnesota and Mississippi rixers. All in all, the book is a fas
cinating, coherent collection and it is to he hoped that someday 
it will be published in an American edition. 

Reviewed by B R U C E M . W H I T E , assistant editor of Minnesota 
Historv. 

Caesars of the Wilderness: M&dard Chouart, Sieur 
des Groseilliers and Pierre Esprit Radisson, 
1618-1710. By Grace Lee Nute. 
(St. Paul, Minnesota Historical Societv' Press, Reprint edi
tion, 1978. Illustrations. xxii, 386 p. Cloth $12.50, 
Paper $5.95.) 

EXPLORATION is an epic theme in North American history 
and is among the continent's oldest enterprises. Mythology, 
legend, and history are crowded xvitli men who pushed up 
unknown rivers, questioned Indians, drew maps, and exploited 
the resources. Little by little explorers in the pay of merchants 
and goxernments drew the map of North America. Not until 
the 1930s, when the Canadian government undertook aerial 
surveys of the Barren Lands, did explorers run out of vast, 
uncharted terri tories. And yet, three-and-a-half centuries 
after Henry Hudson was cast adrift in Hudson Bay, and Samuel 
de Champlain reached Lake Huron, desk-bound explorers 
read again the old journals and accounts and see the virgin 
continent through the eyes of discoxerers. The reprinting of 
Caesars of the Wilderness, Grace Lee Nute's definitixe work on 
Pierre Esprit Radisson and Medard Chouar t , Sieur des 
Groseilliers, will reopen unfaniilar territory for a new genera
tion of readers. 

Radisson and Groseilliers had trax-eled to the lower Great 
Lakes widi the Indians before reaching and wintering on Lake 
Superior in 16,59-60. The txvo men — brothers-in-faw — were 
then employed by the goxernment of Nexv France to find die 
fur grounds of the interior. They xvintered xvitii the Ojibways 
and questioned the Crees about the lands west and north of 
Lake Superior. It was at this time, Nute concludes, that "they 
realized that tlie great fur center of the North American conti
nent lay xvest and northwest of Lake Superior, and tiiat the 
easiest route thereto was not by the difficult canoe route 
dirough the Great Lakes but on shipboard to Hudson Bay and 

124 Minnesota History 



thence by canoe up either of txvo rivers, the niodern Hayes and 
the Albany, which empty into it." 

Radisson and Groseilliers spent the rest of their fixes carry
ing out the idea. It xvas knoxvledge that made them the object 
of international intrigues between the French and British 
crowns, rival Jesuit and Franciscan orders, New England 
and Montreal merchants for control of Hudson Bay and the 
xvatersheds draining into it. 

Ill-treated by the corrupt government of New France, 
Radisson and Groseilliers eventually changed sides and offered 
their services to die English crown in 1665. They explored 
Hudson Bay in the years following 1668, and their reports led 
to the formation of the Hudson's Bay Company in 1670. For
mation of the company set in motion an intense rixatry be
tween the fur interests based on Hudson Bay and the mer
chants located on the St. Lawrence River and the Great Lakes. 
The fur vx'arxx'ould continue until 1821 when the Hudson's Bay 
Company absorbed its last competitor, the North West Com
pany, and thus confirmed the explorers' early realization that 
the Hudson Bay operations xvere superior to trade based on the 
Great Lakes. 

Before she could marshal her facts, Nute had to ascertain 
the validity of some sources of information. For example, did 
Radisson actually accompany Groseilliers to the Great Lakes in 
1656, as he described in his narrative? The authenticity of this 
account had troubled scholars for years. Nute assembled 
shreds of information about Radisson and built an unshakable 
argument that he did not make the trip. Instead, he xvrote a 
recollection and resume of xvhat Groseilliers had told him. 
Nute concluded that Radisson fabricated the account for the 
purpose of impressing British officials with his knowledge of 
North America. 

Caesars of the Wilderness does not detail the day-to-day 
privations of the explorers but follows instead the constant and 
complicated intrigues that surrounded the opening of North 
America. This intricate story is ably told in sprightly prose. The 
historic characters are indixiduals xvith recognizable per
sonalities that distinguish one person from another. Nute de
scribed Groseilliers with a quote from a Jesuit xvho said he was 
"a man capable of anything, bofd, fiardy, stubborn in his un

dertakings," to whicli she adds: "Such a man was not twiddling 
his thumbs in Huronia during his sojourn in the interior. " 

After many years out of print, the hook has been made 
available again to scholars and laymen. Altiiough the text is 
chock full of details — more than most readers can absorb in 
one reading — it is the intricate relationship between the de
tails that adds so much to the volume's value to scholars. 
Caesars of the Wilderness is an impressive book and a work of 
scholarly exploration in its own right. 

Reviewed by R. N E W E L L SEARLE, assistant director of the 
Minnesota Humanities Commission and author of Saving 
Quetico-Superior: A Land Set Apart, published by the Minne
sota Historical Society Press in 1977. 

Deep'n as it Come: The 1927 Mississippi River Flood. 
By Pete Daniel. 
(New York, Oxford University Press, 1977. Illustrations. 
162 p. Cloth $10.95, Paper $5.95.) 

THE STUDY OF HUMAN DISA,STER provides one of the 
most effective means of analyzing the value structure and 
mythology of any segment of our societx'. Pete Daniel's re
markable descriptive narratixe of the 1927 .Mississippi River 
flood gives many deep insights into social customs, racial dis
crimination, federabstate-local government relations, and the 
economic structure of the Mississippi South prior to the Great 
Depression. 

The book contains an abundance of illustrations providing a 
strong xlsual impact. This reinforces the descriptions of the 
great impact of a natural disaster which affected 16,000,000 
acres of land and changed the lives of hundreds of thousands of 
people. The work documents the shortsighted "levees only" 
policx- of the Mississippi River Commission and contains some 
rather humorous suggestions for coping with diis gigantic en
gineering problem. Daniel is especially critical of Herbert 
Hooxer's use of the disaster to gain pofitical influence. But the 
major coxer-up of the exent consisted of the suppression of the 
Robert R. Morton Colored Advisory Commission's report on 
the discrimination, peonage, and Iiealth conditions of the Red 
Cross refugee camps. The report <m the rehabilitation of oxer 
400,000 Blacks was nexer published. 

This short study is written primarily from direct quotes of 
the participants in the ex'ent. Danief has done a clex'er job of 
putting these obserxations into a readable format. But because 
of his methodology, no one person, agency, or circumstance 
dominates the narrative. The author does not provide an in-
terpretixe framework. The hook could be judiciously used by 
high school instructors and is recommended for the general 
reader who xvishes to spend a couple of lioius in leisure enter
tainment and reflection. 

Reviewed by RAYMOND H . M E R R I T T , associate professor, cul
tural and technological studies. University of Wiseonsin-Mil-
uatikee. 

Senator Lenroot of Wisconsin: A Political Biography, 
1900-1929. By Herbert F. Margulies. 
(Columbia, Unixersity of Missouri Press, 1977. x, 4.32 p. 
$21.00.) 

"Young Bob" La Follette: A Biography of Robert M. La 
Follette, Jr., 1895-1953. By Patrick J. Maney. 
(Cofumbia, University of Missouri Press, 1978. .338 p. 
$18.00.) 

THE DUST JACKET of Patrick Maney's "Young Bob" La Fol
lette bears a sketch of Robert La Follette, Sr., peering over the 
right shoulder of his son. The picture captures the theme 
common to these biographies. Bodi are xvell written and xvell 
researched. Both are excellent additions to die political history 
of Wisconsin. And in bodi, the presence of "Ofd Bob" La Fol
lette, whether alixe or dead, is a xital force influencing the 
political careers of his son and of Senator Irxine Lenroot. 

The son of Sxvedish immigrants, Lenroot xvas born in 
Superior in 1869. Politically ambitious, he was elected assem
blyman the year La Follette became goxernor. Lenroot rapidly 
became La Follette's protege. For hxebe years La Follette and 
Lenroot xvere intimate associates. Lenroot, like La Follette, 
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labeled political issues as either black or white. Alter his elec
tion to Congress in 1908, he played an actixe role in the strug
gle to res t r i c t Speaker Joseph Cannon ' s poxvers. His 
progressixism was in bill floxver, and he adopted the morafly 
righteous rlietoric so common to reformers. 

Nexertbeless, Lenroot's temperament and background 
prexented him from pfaying the intransigent role relished by 
his political mentor. Consequently, during the period from 
1912 to 1918 die relationship betxveen the two slowly and pain
fully deteriorated. While loyal to La Follette's candidacy for 
the 1912 Republican presidential nomination, Lenroot xvanted 
to support Theodore Roosevelt should it appear that La Fol
lette could not win. La Follette demanded absolute loyalty; 
Lenroot remoxed himself from the delegation. 

Following Wilson's election, both La Follette and Lenroot 
attempted to heal the breach in their relationship. They might 
haxe succeeded had it not been for the nation's gradual in-
vobement in World War I. As a second-generation American, 
Lenroot supported Wifson s neutralitx' policies as upholding 
the nation's honor. La Follette did not. After xx'ar was declared, 
Lenroot openly condemned La Follette's position. The rift was 
complete. 

In 1918 Lenroot xvon a Senate seat in a special election oxer 
La Follette's opposition. He was re-elected in 1920 again with 
La Follette opposed. Lenroot had long since become a moder
ate Republican fully integrated into his parts'. 

Throughout his biography, Margulies explicitly stresses 
Lenroot's xvillingness to compromise. Considerable emphasis 
is placed upon the key role that Lenroot played in attempting 
to find a suitable compromise betxveen the mild and harsh 
reservationists in the struggle oxer the Treaty of \'ersaittes. In 
1920 Lenroot xvas stated to become the Republican xice-
presidential nominee. Then, the delegates bolted to Cabin 
Coolidge. It is for that incident that Lenroot is most remem
bered. Margulies describes die incident tufty, but clearb' he 
beliex'es that Lenroot should be remembered more for his con-
structixe steadiness and his willingness to compromise. 

Assuredly it was the latter characteristic along with their 
differences on the war that broke the friendship witii La Fol
lette. Lenroot's temperament did not accord with La Follette's 
obduracy. Nonetheless, it was difficuft for Lenroot to make the 
break and establish his political independence. Upon hearing 
of La Follette's death in 1925, Lenroot wept. The next year La 
Follette s sons led the successful effort to defeat Lenroot's re
election bid. 

While Lenroot had difficuft)' breaking wifii La Follette, 
"Young Bob" nexer escaped the influence othis father. Maney 
contends that he decided to run for his father's seat in 1925 out 
of a sense of obligation. Unlike his father, "Young Boll" disliked 
campaigning and did little of it. He never intended politics to 
be his career and considered retiring from the Senate in 1940 
and again in 1946 vx'lien he was defeated by Joseph McCarthy. 

La Fol le t te apprec ia ted most comments that compared 
him faxorabfx' to his father. When he committed suicide in 
1958 one pundit alleged that he had taken his life because he 
beliexed he had faifed "Ofd Boh" in alloxving McCartiiy to 
defeat him. Maney heliexes that the demands placed upon him 
early in life and the fact that his career xvas chosen for him out 
of loyaltx' to his father xvere the primary reasons for his suicide. 

Because he measured himself consistently by the standards 
of his father, La Follette nexer found complete fuffillment in 
his career. Despite this, Maney presents a picture of an ex
traordinarily effectixe senator. Like his father, "Young Bob" 
consistently pressed for policies in adxance of his colleagues. 
He resembled "Old Boll" also in his industry. La Follette was 
one ot ttie most respected senators because he xx'as one of the 
best informed. In one respect he was distinctly unlike his 
father. Restrained and respectiuf of the Senate's traditions. La 
Follette was genuinely liked by his colleagues. ""Old Bob" 
rarely was. 

La Follette's most important contributions came during the 
depression of the 1930s. He was one of the first senators to call 
for unemployment work relief programs. He continually 
pressed the Roosex elt administration to provide more finids for 
work relief projects. La Follette also advocated tax reform and 
rapidfy became an expert on taxation. No Keynesian, he be
lieved most Nexv Deal programs could be financed by higlier 
rates lexied on the wealthy and the middle classes. 

Maney states that La Follette reached the height of his 
national prominence lietween 1936 and 1940 when he acted as 
chairman of the Senate Civil Liberties Comniittee. The com
mittee inxestigations centered specifically upon xiolations of 
labor's right to organize. It caught the nation's attention in 
rex'ealing the extent to whicli major corporations employed 
industrial spies. Exen more rexealing was the committee's ex
posure of the closed industrial paternalism that reigned in Har
lan County, Kentucky, and the police riot against demonstrat
ing laborers at Republic Steel's plant in Chicago on Memorial 
Day, 19.37. 

La Follette closed his career with the passage of the Con
gressional Reorganization Act of 1946. He desired the reforms 
to strengthen Congress in the face of an exer stronger presi
dency. The bill only partially achiex'cd its objective. 

Both authors haxe xvritten biographies distinctly faxorable 
to their sulijects. This is particuhirly true of Margulies' por
trayal of Senator Lenroot. While fax'orable, both audiors are 
conxincing. Indeed, they are sufficiently convincing to leave 
the impression that Senators Lenroot and La Follette, Jr., just 
may haxe serxed Wisconsin and the nation better tlian did 
"Old Bob." 

Reviewed by G E O R G E G A R L I D , professor of hi.story at the Uni
versity of Wisconsin-River Falls. 

126 Minnesota History 



news & noxes 
DESCRIBED as the first history of St. 
Paul to be published in sixtx' years is St. 
Paul: Saga of an American City (Wood
land Hills, California, Windsor Pvdifica-
tions, f977, 2.54 p . , numerous illustra
tions, $19.95). The xolunie is largely the 
result of the combined efforts of die St. 
Paul Area Chamber of Commerce and 
the Ramsey County Historicaf Society, 
whose execut ixe d i r ec to r , \ ' i rg in ia 
Brainard Kunz, wrote the readable text. 
Another society officiat, Rober t Orr 
Baker, directed research for the book. 

By means of both xvords and pictures, 
the story of St. Paul unfolds from the 
earfy explorers and Indians, through 
good times and bad, weather quirks, and 
many other subjects to the 1970s. The 
pictures are a niixtme of unfamifiar and 
familiar, inctuding such curiously far-
afietd subjects as the famous charge of 
the First Minnesota Regiment at Gettx's-
burg in 1863 and the hanging of thirtx-
eight Sioux Indians at Mankato in 1862. 
Most readers will be relieved to reach 
page 103, from which point to die end of 
the book (except for an attractive color 
section) the pictures and text are printed 
in sensible black and white. The first 102 
pages, unfortunately, are in an eye-
fatiguing rust color. The last portion of 
the hook consists of a series of usehd 
business biographies b\ ' xvriter Carol 
Pine. The volume includes a liibliog-
raphy and an index. 

AN INCURABLE D I S E A S E , which 
Lyndon C. Viet calls "Red Wingus Col-
lectoritis, " was the origin of a new guide 
to Red Wing pottery. It is entitled The 
Clay Giants: The Stoneware of Red 
Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota 
(Des Moines, Iowa, Wallace-Homestead 
Book Co., 1977, ilhistrations, 128 p . , 
paper $9.95). The book not only de
scribes the various kinds of Red Wing 
pottery, and the history of the various 
companies that produced it, tint manages 
to communicate a great deal of Viel's en
thusiasm for his subject. "I am a sup
posed adult," says \ ' iel, "who goes ber
serk in the shops and basements of 
friends and enemies oxer the feel of cold, 
super-hard ceramic with obscure mark
ings." The many photographs of Red 
Wing pottery in the book are helpful hut 
are not as good as the text. 

Lovers of Red Wing pottery wifl also 
he interested in a new exhibit on the 
second floor of the Minnesota Historical 

Society's main building at 690 Cedar 
Street. The exhibit, xvhich xvill be on 
display until after the first of the year, is 
ent i t led "The Pottery of Red Wing" 
and displays a representatixe sampling of 
the many kinds of Red Wing pottery, all 
the xvay from sewer pipes and crocks to 
dinnerxx'are of the 19.50s. 

ALTHOUGH it might seem strange for a 
building tour of a city's doxvntoxvn to be 
concerned primarily with the kinds of 
stones which xvent into the structures on 
the tour, a new booklet published this 
year by the Ramsey County Historical 
Society demonstrates that such an ap
proach is not only feasible but fruitfid. 
Written by Sister Joan Kain and contain
ing photographs by Joan Larson Kelly, 
Rocky Roots: Three Geology Walking 
Tours of Downtown St. Paul (32 p . , 
paper $1.00) will show readers and tour-
takers an aspect of St. Pant's buildings 
they may not haxe perceixed. Described 
in the booklet are many buildings not 
mentioned in earlier guides to die sub
ject. Also included in the entries are 
sliort architectiual histories of the buifd-
ings. Unfortunatefy the booklet contains 
no list of references to other sources on 
the sufiject. 

LIFE in a small midwestern prixatc col
lege in the 19,50s is the subject of a nexv 
book b\ ' Arthur O. Lee, professor ot his-
torx' at Bemidji State Unixersitx. Called 
Brother llottenbotten: College, and A 
Skewed View of the 19.50's (Adventure 
Press , P . O . Box 96, Staples , Minn. 
,56479, 1977, 1.33 p. , paper $2.9,5), the 
fictionalized autobiographical account 
xvas xvritten for Lee 's his torx-hat ing 
freshmen students. It tells of a year in 
the lives of lour peculiar, interesting, 
and possibly typical male students at the 
college, and in so doing explores Lee's 
ideas about historx' and its relationship to 
the confusing passage of ex cuts known as 
everyday life. 

A MfCROFlLM EDITION of du- pa
pers of G e o r g e Wil l iam Fea th 
erstonhaugh, borrowed for microfilming 
by the Minnesota Historical Society m 
1977, is now available lor use in the 
MHS division of archixcs and manu
scripts. Copies of the microfilm can also 
be borrowed on interlibrary loan through 
any library or purchased from the mi
crofilm co-ordinator, division of archives 

and manuscripts, Minnesota Historical 
Societv', 1500 .Mississippi Street , St. 
Paul, Minn. .55101. On the ten rolls of 
microfilm, which cost $17.50 eacli (or 
$1,50 for the set), are a variety of papers 
and records relating to the geologist, gov
e rnment serxant, traveler, and busi
nessman, who came to Minnesota in 
1835 and recorded his observations in 
the book, A Canoe Voyage np the Min
nay Sotor, reprinted by the Minnesota 
Historical Society in 1970. 

Of special interest in relation to that 
trip are the diaries upon xx'hich Feath
erstonhaugh based his book. In them are 
obserxations that ex en the acid-tongued 
Featherstonhaugh preferred not to pub
lish. For example, Featherstonhaugh re
marks in the diary, though not in the 
hook, that the xvife ot Indian agent Laxv-
rence Taliaferro "is a very pretty woman 
from Bedford in Pennsytvania, and the 
Major seems in too teebfe fieaftfi for a 
lady of her calibre. " 

Also of interest in the collection is a 
letter in French from Featherstonhaugli 
to the French scientist and traxeler, 
Joseph N. Nicollet, who was to follow 
Fea thers tonhaugh up the Minnesota 
Rixer in 18.38. In this letter, xvritten in 
Washington, D . C , on April 22, 1838, 
Featherstonhaugh gives Nicollet advice 
for his coming trip. "Please pay close at
tention, my dear Nicollet," he says in 
part, "to the direction of tlie Coteau des 
Prairies. This is practically unknown 
country. I climbed it at approximately 
the 46th parallel. From there it extends 
more or less N.N.W., is interrupted by a 
depression and then continues on. There 
is a terrible blunder on my map of the 
Minnay Sotor, caused by my guide 
Miford xx'ho insisted that the Elm River 
flowed betxveen die James River and the 
Coteau of the Missouri. This I fliink is an 
error. The Elm Rix er is a tributary of the 
James Rixer hut farther soudi. Find out 
all X'ou can about this and about the 
topography of the Coteau des Prairies." 

DESPITE THE FACT that connoisseurs 
of Minnesota's own endangered diners 
xvill locate none of dieir favorites in the 
new book. Diners, by pho to - rea l i s t 
painter John Baeder (New York, Harry 
N. Abranis, 1978, 144 p . , paper 87.9.5), 
thev xvill noncdieless find the book to be 
a fascinating su rvey of its sub jec t . 
Baeder, xvho paints in color from plioto-
gra|ihs, is scrupulously exact in portray-
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ing his subjects, most of whom reside in 
cities in eastern United States. He has a 
fine eye for capturing more perfectty 
than is possibfe with cofor photograpliy 
the effects of light, t ime of day, and 
weather on his subjects. 

Baeder is as good a wr i te r and 
documentarian as he is a painter. His 
text and captions describe in detail the 
origins of his interest in diners, his trips 
in search of diners, and xvhat he knows of 
each diner he paints. In addition he at
tempts to explain something of the pface 
that diners fiad in the psyche of pre-
mansard America. Baeder atso has a fine 
sense of humor , and liis thumbna i l 
sketches of imaginary but plausible din
ers of the future, such as a compfetely 
mansardized diner and a bagel-shaped 
deli-diner, are wonderful commentaries 
on the present "state of the diner" in 
America. The book is well worth having, 
especially at its x ery reasonable price. 

THE 125-year history of a prominent 
Minneapolis church is chronicled in His
tory of Wesley Church by Walter A. Car-
lock, publishe'd by the Wesley United 
Methodis t Church . The paperbound 
book (189 p . , $4.00) gives a brief history 
of the development of Methodism and 
the establishment and groxvth of the 
church in the state and in Minneapolis. 
The iUustrated book includes biographi
cal sketches of its pastors and some of the 
other prominent and long-time mem
bers, and describes the growth of the 
church, and various activities such as its 
choir, drama group, Bible classes, and 
women's organizations. 

THE FIRST issue of what promises to be 
an annual journal of Finnish Americana: 
A Journal of Finnish American History 
and Culture, has been published by a 
group of scholars headed by Michael G. 
Kami. The editors welcome "articles, fic
tion, poetry, autobiographical essays, 
criticism, edi ted documents , bibliog
raphies and reviews' dealing with the 
Finns in North America, their roots in 
Europe, and their relationships to other 
ethnic groups. Volume one contains sev
eral book reviews, two pieces of short 
fiction in translation, and articles on sub
jects ranging from Finnish farmers in the 
Uni ted States to "The Feminis t Di
lemma in the Finnish Immigrant Com
munity. " Finnish place names in the 
Midwest are examined, as is a Finnish 
se t t lement in Oregon. Other articles 
sample "America letters " sent by immi
grants to friends and family in Finland 
and discuss a p r o m i n e n t p i o n e e r 
Finnish-American newspaperman, Alex
ander Leinonen. 

Subscriptions, which cost .$4.00 per 
issue, can be ordered from the journal's 
editorial office at 2208 Third St ree t 
Northwest, New Brighton, Minn. 55112. 

D E B O R A H S T U L T Z 

PAPERS are being sought for the elev
enth annual Dakota History Conference 
to be field April 6-7, 1979, on the cam
pus of Dakota State College, Madison, 
South Dakota. Subjects should relate to 
some aspect of South Dakota, Dakota 
Territory, or the frontier history of the 
upper Great Plains region. The Karl E. 
M u n d t Educa t iona l and His tor ical 
Foundation has announced three prizes 
tor the best papers presented: first prize 
$250, second prize $150, and third prize 
$100. Each paper submitted for competi
tion must be read by the audior. 

Correspondence should be addressed 
to: Herber t W. Btakely, History De
partment, Dakota State College, Madi
son, South Dakota 57042. 

IN A well-written pamphlet, Shadoics in 
the Stdlness: Early Man on the Rainy 
River, Marx Swanhofm backgrounds the 
'"mysterious mound-bui lding people " 
who lived on the Rainy some 2,000 years 
ago along what is noxv the border between 
Minnesota and Ontario. They built the 
Grand Mound and three smaller ones 
nearby that are the "type site" for the 
Laurel culture and are now owned by the 
Minneso ta His tor ical Society. 
Sxvanholm's 26-page work (St. Paul, 
Minnesota Historical Society, 1978, il
lustrations, paper $1..50) is part of the 
Minneso ta His tor ic Sites P a m p h l e t 
Series. 

The author reminds us that the Laurel 
"were part of a slowly evolving process of 
adaptation to the North American envi
ronment" that had begun up to 40,000 
years ago when Asian people crossed the 
Bering Strait area. He discusses the 
Paleo big-game hunters, the later Ar
chaic cultures and the still later Wood
land cultiues, including the Laurel and 
Blackduck, who developed agriculture, 
pottery, permanent se t t lements , and 
built burial mounds. He also treats early 
myths about mound builders. 

A NEW BOOK, written and published 
by MHS reference librarians Wiley R. 
Pope and Alissa L. Wiener, is designed 
to aid Minnesotans in reconstructing 
their family trees. Tracing Your Ances
tors in Minnesota: A Guide to Sources 
(illustrations, 195 p . , paper) may be ob
tained tor $7.50 postpaid from the Pope 
Families Association, 718 Sims Axe., St. 
Paul, Minn. 55106, or from the MHS 
Museum Shop and Bookstore. For Pope, 
who is a longtime genealogist in his oxvn 

right, genealogical research combines 
"the best of many interests," such as cor
respondence, travel, photography, de
tective xvork, xvriting, and publishing. 
Contained in the book is a great deal of 
information on the use of local and na
tional genealogical sources, including 
courthouses, libraries, the National Ar
chives, and the Minnesota Historical So
ciety. 

WASHINGTON: A History of the Min
nesota County ( i l lustrations, 333 p . , 
cloth $12.95, paper $8.9.5), is an attrac
tively pr inted book published by the 
Washington County Historical Society in 
1977. The volume xvhich xvas edited by 
Willard Rosenfeldt and printed by the 
Croixside Press in Stillwater, contains 
many handsome photos documenting the 
county's history. A special feature of the 
book is a twentv'-three-page section of 
photographs collected by the historically 
minded commercial photographer, John 
Runk, whose career in Stillwater spanned 
some fifty years. Copies ol Runk's own 
pic tures and those he col lected are 
oxvned by the Stillwater Public Library 
and the MHS. 

Indexes Discontinued 
BECAUSE OF high cost of produc
tion and small demand, indexes for 
each txvo-year vofume of Minnesota 
History have been discontinued be
ginning with volume 45, which ended 
with the Winter, 1977, issue. Sepa
rate indexes are stiff avaifable from 
the Order Depar tment , Minnesota 
Historical Society, 1.500 Mississippi 
Street, St. Paul,' Minn. 55101, for 
volumes 8, 16, 17, 23, 24, 26, 28-31, 
and .34^4. They are priced at $3.00 
each, plus Minnesota sales tax (if ap
phcable) and a postage and handling 
charge of .50 cents per order. 

Work is well advanced on a 
cumulative index covering volumes 
11 through 40 oi Minnesota History. 
It is scheduled for publ icat ion in 
1980. In the future, ten-year cumula-
tixe indexes xvill be published as sub
sequent volumes are completed. The 
first ten-year index, covering volumes 
41 through 50, xvill appear early in 
1988. Others xvill be publ ished at 
regular ten-year intervals thereafter. 

Until the cumulative volumes are 
published, index card files to the con
tents of current volumes will be main
tained in the publications division of 
the Minnesota Historical Society at 
690 Cedar Street, where they will be 
available for consultation. 
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s. ince 1849, when it was chartered by the 

first territorial legislature, the Minnesota Histor

ical Society has been preserving a record of 

the state's history. Its outstanding library and 

its vast collection of manuscripts, 

newspapers, pictures, and museum objects reflect 

this activity. The society also interprets Minne

sota's past, telling the story of the state 

and region through publications, museum displays, 

tours, institutes, and restoration of historic 

sites. The work of the society is supported in 

part by the state and in part by private 

contributions, grants, and membership dues. 

It is a chartered public institution governed by 

an executive council of interested citizens 

and belonging to all who support it through mem

bership and participation in its programs. You 

are cordially invited to use its resources 

and to join in its efforts to make Minnesota a 

community with a sense of strength from the past 

and purpose for the future. 
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