ing World War 1, for example. While American men
fought in France, women and children in small towns
across Minnesota sewed quilts and knit socks and sweat-
ers to keep the young soldiers warm. The Becker County
Red Cross created eleven quilts during 1917 and 1918.
The Frazee branch of the same organization was particu-
larly active. Its 500 members created 2.480 different ar-
ticles and raised nearly $5.000 before the Armistice.
After the war, branch member Mary Parker sewed a
quilt as a memorial to neighbors who had served in the
armed forces. Frazee was not a large town; in 1920 only
1,300 people lived theve. But at least 199 of its young
men had enlisted in the war effort, and all are named on
Mary Parker’s quilt. Gold stars identify the eleven men
who died in the war.'®

Despite the clues still attached to many of the quilts.
some tell us exasperatingly little about their malkers.
One of the most striking, carefully constructed quilts was

19 Accession no. 606S. Daniel Nelson, comp.. An Honor
Roll Containing a Pictorial Record of the Men and Women from
Becker County. Minncsota, U.S.A. Who Serced in the Great
War (Detroit, Minn., 1920V

20 Accession no. 63.154.

2LFor further information. read: Jonathan Holstein. The
Picced Quilt: An Awmerican Design Tradition (Boston., 1973),
Bruce Johnson. et al.. A Child's Comfort. Baby and Doll Quidts
in American Folk Art (New York, 1877), Patsy and Myron Or-
lofskyv, Quilts in America (New York, 1974): and Carleton L.
Safford and Robert Bishop. America’s Quidts and Cocerlets
(New York, 1974).

One of the lurgest and best documented «uilt collections
in Minnesota is the Hands All around Onilt Musewn i New
Ulm. owned by Jovee Antderheide. An outstanding quilt from
her collection was recently hung in Vice-President Walter
Mondale's office in Washington, D.C.. 1o represent the
significance of America’s folk wt tradition.

pieced in the Mariner's Compass design and trimmed
with a streak-of-lightning border and scalloped edges.
The maker was so proud of her work that she embroi-
dered her name in tiny cross-stitches: "Susan Hanks was
born June the 8th 1808. This finished April 10th 1857."
Despite Susan Huanks' concern that she not remain
anonymous. her identity is a mystery. According to the
quilt’s donor, Susan was a cousin of Nancy Hanks, the
mother of Abraham Lincoln. But no record of such a
cousin bornin 1808 can be Jound. Nor is she histed in any
Minnesota census or biographical cotlection. She re-
mains as anonymous as hundreds of other needlework
artists who did not sign their work.20

Research must be undertaken concerning each of the
quilts in the collection. Only from the cumulation of
those specific studies can we really begin to sketch out a
picture of the role of guilts in Minnesuta's material cul-
ture. How did utilitarian quilts differ from “show™ quilts?
Did people make them for their thriftiness or for their
beauty? Were most quilts constructed by quilting bees
or family members?

Yet there are answers in the quilts as well. In the
society's collection you will find many messages from the
quiltmakers: The kinds of clothes they wore. the colors
they liked. the events thev thought important to com-
memonrate, and, above all, their pride in good workman-
ship in this traditional women’s art form. 2!

A free brochure discussing each of the quilts in the
Minnesota Historical Society exhibit is available by writ-
ing Curator of Exhibits, Education Division, Minnesota
Historical Saciety., 690 Cedar St., St. Paul, Minn. 535101.

ALL of the black and white photos ave from the collections of the
NS andio-visnal brary. The color pictures of the quilts were
taken by Nicholas and Virginia Westbrook, Elizabeth Hall, and
Martin Fowler.
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F Scott Fitzgerald in Minnesota: His Homes and
Haunts. By John J. Koblas.
(St Panl. Minncsotc Historical Sociedy Presss 19750 30 p.
Map. illustrations.  Paper $3.75 )

ALTHOUGH the ehn trees et Tor a bundved vears arehied

over historic Stonniit Avenue are succambing to the Doteh

Elm beetle, and several of the housces between the Cathedval of

St. Paal and Dale Street have heen subdivided into apartments

or are no longer used s private homes, most of the strnctures

Books and ather publications reviewed in Minnesota History
may be ovdered from the MHS Muscum Shop and Bookstore,
690 Cedar Street, St. Paul 35101; oy phone (612) 296-4694.

Jining the avenue have survived the Gl ey en yvears that hace
passed smiee Seott. Zelda, and Scottic Fitzgerald lelt the wea
for good. As Jolin Koblas points avte iy ol the places mthe
area that Fitzgerdd Trequented as o hov aod vomig man still
stand

The Gy pages of s pamphlet in the Nnonesota Histore
Sites seties are devoted toadentdving those plices wid to relat-
iz the cvents in Fizcevald s he o the sites where he stas ed
and plaved. Fitzgerald was bora m S Pand i 1896, moy e
Fast it Jos foily o 1599, iondd retied inc 19080 Sacing until
1922, Nablus" hook cecells thove vems, tiking the reader ta the
homes, backyirds, and places wlneleinspived sacl Fitzgeradd
stories as TWinter Dreans. Ulee Padace. TBomice Bobs Her
Foor™ and the Basil ind Josephine stoves, The reader visits
the seene of the "Bad Luck Ball” and the Dellwood soll conrse
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where Zeldi plaved md Deater Green met Judy Jones. The
pictures and anecdotes are a delight for those mterested in
seeing the Ninnesota Fitzgerald knew well.

There wre a few diserepancies in the information supplied
by Koblas and that offered in Ernest Sandeen’s St Paul's His-
toric: Swmiit Aveaue (MceQuillan house — 623 or 629 Sum-
mit?). but of more concern is Koblas” reliance on Malcolin Cow-
ley's vision of Fitzgerald as bemg on the outside of St Paul
society ("a little midwestern boy with his nose to the glass”).
This perception has been repeated by Fitzgeruld vesearchers,
who seem to have bused their utterings. not on personal re-
search but on previous writings. Nandra Kalman, a deeply
vooted member of a St Paul Limily Jong associated with St.
Paul society. who grew up with Scott and yemamed briends
with him throughout his life. says Aath of this perception that
“Tt's miphy not trne.” She and her husband Oscar. who was
also close to Scott, were dismayed with Arthur Mizener's ac-

count of Fitzgeruld’s St. Paul associations in The Far Side of
Paradise and pleaded with Andrexs Tumbull. who spent all of

thirty minutes with them. to set the vecord straight. Turnbull
didn’t. Norris Jackson, another Fatzgerald contemporany, sup-
ports Mys, Kalman's recollections, Seott’s membership and ac-
tvities in Prolessar William H. Baker's dancing class, the
\White Bear Yacht Club. at the Town and Country Club. and
the University Club, and his invitations to al” the “right™ par-
ties we evidence that the view of Fitzgerald as an outsider
needs re-examination.

Koblus™ uccounting relies too heavily on the work of

Fitzgerald's hiographers — especiallv: Mizener and Turnbull —
and, this reviewer thinks, not enough on the testimonies of the
sunviving Fitzgerald contemporaries who welude, among
others. Nandra Kalman, Norris Jackson, Rabert Clark, Marie
Hersey, and Scott's sister Amnabel, whose observations might
have added to the Fitzgerald story.

\While there ave no startling revelations 1n this publication
and. as noted, at least one recurving myvth needs reconsidera-
tion. F Scott Frizgerald in Minnesota is attractively presented.
and Koblas has assembled much Fitzgerald St. Paul lore under
one cover, . combination that should appeal to Fitzgerald hufls
and motivale others to visit the area and retrace Fitzgevald's
tootsteps.

Reciewed by Llovd Tackhl, ehanman of the English department
at Lakcwood Community Colleee \Vinte Bear Lake, and « stu-
dent of o Scott Fitzzerald's career.

The Frank B. Kellogg Papers. A Microfilm Edition.
{St. Puul, Minnesota Historvical Saciety, 1975, 34 rolls and
printed gude. $810.00.  Single rolls. $17.50.)

Guide to a Microfilm Edition of the Frank B. Kellogg
Papers. By Deborah K. Neubeck.
(St Panl. \linnesota Histoneal Society, 1978, 56 p. HHus-
hution  $2.00)

THE PERSONAL PAPERS ol Frank Billings Kellogg are the
most recent ol the mimuseript collections of the Minnesotu
Historical Society to be mude avaluble Tor yesearch on mi-
erofilmn. Fimded by e Nationad Tistorieal Pablications and
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Records Commission. the publication was well conceived and
admirably concluded, and both institutions are to he congratu-
lated for facilitating access to the papers of prominent
twentieth-century figures. Often remembered only for his
negotiation of the Pact of Paris with Aristide Briand, Kellogg
was dlso an important antitrust lawyer, United States senator.
ambassadoy to Great Britian. and justice of the World Court.
This publication should do much to enlarge his historical repu-
tution.

the project stall has done a commendable job in easing the
difficultres ol micvofilm research. The filming is of high quality,
the documents are carelully wranged and Jabeled, and the
collection is accompanied by a useful, well-written guide. One
innovation, which will surely be appreciated by researchers
who use reader-printers for note-taking. is the inclusion of col-
Jection name and reel number on every frame.

The collection consists of fiftyv-four rolls of correspondence,
clippmng scvapbooks. and other personal papers such as
memoranck and printed and draft copies of speeches and arti-
cles. Arranged together into one chronological sequence. the
correspondence and personal papers represent the largest and
more importunt segment ol the publication (fiftv-one rolls).
Although there are some documents of earlier date. com-
prehensive coverage begms with Kellogg's election to the Sen-
ate in 1916, Even after this date, however, there are some
significant gaps, apparently because Kellogg weeded his
senatorial files and faled to retaiv personal copies of many
diplomatic dispatches and other official papers. On the other
hand. some periods in bis career are obscured by large quan-
tities of routine documentation.

The guide of filty-six pages includes .« chronology. a briel
bibliography. and roll notes. In keeping with the Minnesota
Historical Society’s tendency toward “austere, functional” ar-
chival finding aids. the roll notes are actually siv briel essays
that analyze the papers in terms of the light they shed on
particular phase« of Kellogg's career. For each roll the editors
have also included lists of subject contents, in some cases using
subheadings and phrases to clanify the main headings. This
approach will snquestionably save much rveading of needless
exposition.but the researcher must be warned to examine the
subject headings carefully. For example, on roll one mlorma-
tion on the Standard Oil case is noted under the heuding
“Shevman Anti-trust Act.” hut on roll four it appears as a sub-
heading ander “Elections and Election Campaigns.” In
another case. the activities of Senator Robert La Follette, Sr.,
appewr under the title, “Republican Party.” while later in the
ande they wre catalogried under “Radicalism,”

Few personal oy organization names ave included jn the roll
notes. Instead, the most prominent of these have heen
grauped into a summan listing which indexes to the voll level.
While this technigue is as mformative as most manuscript reg-
isters the unpleasantness of microfilm vesearch makes locating
& particnlar aitation more dilficult with flm than it would be
with hard copy.

Criticism in this vecard. howeser, rests not with the Min-
vesoti Historical Society but with the Nutional Historical Pub-
lications and Records Commission. Althongly the commission is
demianding with regurd o technical standards. its guidelines
actually discomage relerence nids. “Because of the limited ve-
sources availible for support of this program . the Commis-


file:///venue
file:///lthough

sion will not ordinanly support the cost ol preparning index-
es. " The guidelines then go on to state that “it is the
Comniission’s intention that I ilming will be donc with every
eaposure numbered by an automatic numbermg device on the
camera so that comprehensive or selective item lints or detailed
indexes can be prepured latey by the repository or by any
seholar ar scholarly orgunization.” This reviewer is not aware of
any acholars or scholarly organizations that have heen <o in-
clined

Revising the guidelines to require meaninghul use ol frame
numbers need ot mrean an enonmous imcrease in the commis-
sion's microfilm budget. Analvsis of the Kellogg Papers, for
example, suggests that mdexing can be applied selectively.
Because of the collection’s relatively homogeneons content and
chronological arrangement, numy important aspects ol Ke!
logg's career are appropriately wcvessed by date. Research
which focuses not on Kellogss but on his correspondents, how-
ever. could benefit from more detailed handling. Tndexing off
the prominent correxpondents {onlv about 300 names in the
Kellogg Papers) would only moderately add to the cost of the
project hat would greatly increase its research valne.

Reviewed by Cavolyn ] NMattern, an archicist with an NEH-
Sunded project for the Mass Conunnaicutions History Center at
the State Historical Socicty of Wisconsin, She was publications
editor for the microfilm edition of the Robert M. La Folleite,
Sr., Papers.

America Revisited: 150 Years after Tocqueville. By
Eugene J. McCarthy.
{Carden Cityv. N.Y.. Doubleday and Company. luc..
197S. 256 p. $7.950

IN THIS BOOK. Eugene MceCurthy attemipts to provide
perspective on the current scene by comparing it with the
America desonbed and analvzed by Alevis de Tocqueville, a
French visitor to the United States 130 vears ago. NMcCarthy
believes that Tocyuneville's classie. Demoeracy in America,
“still provides the hest lrame of reference. both deseniptine and
analvtical, for the examination of American democracy and yo-
cial institutions.” This emphasis on the uselulness of Toc-

queville seems ironic as one heeins to read MeCanthy, hecause
he is using Tocaueville to eriticize Awmerica as it exists today,
He dramuatizes the failures ol Tocqueville’s prophecies about
the Amertcan fubire to clartih the najor threats to oor repnlwli(n
“The tyranuy of the majority has not vet become a realily,” as
Tocgueville precheted  NMeCarthy writes, mor has the mosve-
ment toward equulity.”™ In plice of Toequeville's failed
prophecies, McCarthy presents o “new mnalvsis” that identifies
“five wntitutional changes. no one ol which was clearly antici-
pated when Toceprevilll looked at American democracy. Al
five bave to do with the concentration of power, They we the
increased power of the presidency, of the mlitiry, of private
corporations. of government bmeaucracies, and of political
parties.

M¢Carthy is concerned with the wavs in which these con-
centrations of power are destroving the political liberty em-
bodied in the republic estublished Iy the Founding Futhers m
1789.

McCarthy < use of Tocguenlle to drnmalize the corss of our

vepublic is ironic becunse, when a new school of historians
establishied « consensus interpretation of our history in the
1950s. they appealed to Tocqueville's anahsis to disprove the
position of Progressive and Marxist histovians. Progressive his-
torians such as Charles Beard aud Marvist lustorcos in the
19H0s saw contlict hetween the people and powerlal capstalists
as a central thread in our national expevience. But the consen-
sus histonans appealed to the authority of Tocqueville Tor their
argument that no such deep division claracterized our past.

But while McCarthy differs rom the conservative
liberahivm ol the consensus historians in using Tocqueville to
eriticize our statos quo rather than w apologize for it he. as
they did. @ves priority 1o political vather than 1o soca] and
economic history, The consensus historians used this emphasis
on political histony to ignore the deep social and economic
divisions in our society  Unlike them. NMeCarthy sees onr polit-
wal Jife in enisis, But [ns solution o this erisin is political. His
maor answer to the concentrution of political power is w 1e-
vitahization of the electora) college by having electors chiosen
from more than 2,000 small districts He believes that the
Founding Fathers had found a good balance between liberty
and equality in their institutionalization in the electoral college
of the differences between a natumal aristoeracy and the people.
For McCarthy . that bulince alrendy was in the process ol de-
cline when Tocqueville arrived. MceCarthy hopes to solve our
problems by appealing to the disinterested intelligence of ru-
doml men.,

By disassociating political hfe Trom social and economic
strnctures, MeCarthy can concentrate on political reform with-
out adyocating social ind ceonomic relorm. This teads to a
fascinating series of ambiguities and contradictions when he
departs from his politica) analysis to look ot Tocqueville's com-
ments on American society. For those who hine hecome in-
terested in the way in which ecology calls into question some of
onr econonpe values, Tocgueville's deserption of the tragedy
of the American Indian in IS31 will be arresting. “In the nudst
ol this American society. o well-policed., <o charitable. a c¢old
selfishness and complete msensibility prevails when it is a
question of the natives of the conntie ™ Americans beliey ed.
according to Tacgneville, that “the Indian race is destined for
fnul destruction which one cimnot prevent and which it is not
destrable to delay.” MeCarthy is coware that there 1w total
contradiction bhetween white middle-class valoes of private
property und Indian valnes of communal ownerslip, And yet
he conchides that. hecanse ony ])n]lliunl syslen s plnr:n]i.stl(‘.
there i place for Indvan values within thut system. I writing
ol Bluchs, NMeCarthy also declives that, “Until changes are
browght ahout m the Ameriean cceonomic sustem. the
minorities will oy o contimiing harden of poserte, of an-
cnmployment, and sewregated low-paid employvment. ™ But
since his major concern i with the political marketplace rather
than the cconane marketplace. he does not sugaest what
thase changes shonld he.

[1is book, therelore, seems 1o capress mamy of the princi-
ples of the conservadive liberanlism ol the 1950s. But the con-
sensus historims were complicent as they Forme no important
prablems in their America, MeGarthiv, at the end of the 1970«
is not complacent. For many of us. howener, the problems that
heset us now aincd which Toom even ko ger wher we look at the
immediate Iutire will not be solved by nostatuia for the v epub-
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lic of 1789 v even chanfied by a nwrowly political analysis of
the historical process.

Reciewed by Davip \W. NOBLE, professor of history at the
University of Minnesota, who specializes in modern American
aundture. Heds the authior of Historians against Ristory, and The
Progressive Mind, 1590-1917.

The Visible Hand: The Managerial Revolution in
American Business. By Alfred D. Chandler, Jr.
(Cambiidge. Harvard University Press, 1977, «vi, 608 p.
Mustrations.  $18.50.)

DO MARKET FORCES. Adam Smith’s “Invisible Hand.” still
control the production, distviliution, and pricing of goods und
services in the marketplace? Although (he emergence of
oligopuly and « muze of national, state, and local government
regulabions would seem to have ensured their demise long ago,
argument over the power of market forces continues.

Alfred Chandler's latest work takes its title from the au-
thor's premise that Adam Smith’s themy cannot explain the
development of the modern American marketplace and the
comporations that serve it. Chandler is well qualified for this
task. having coauthored the remarkably perceptive Picire S.
DuPont and the Making of the Modern Corporation and writ-
ten Stategy and Structure: Chapters tn the History of the
American Indusirial Enterprise. among other works

Since before the turn of the century. American super-
comporations — the “hig businesses™ that are so frequently dis-
cissed — have been written about by avaviety of authors with
awide selection of motives. Some have produced the predicta-
ble company-sponsored histories that provide dates. names.
and little else. Others, such us the redoublable Tda Tarbell and
her better-informed but hardlv less acerbic successors, have
ground their axex on the block of coporate imiquity (as they
have seen ity with litde attempt to analyze the reasons hehimd
the development of the modern corporate structure. Some
writers, sich as John Kenneth Galbraith in The New Industrial
State. have indeed taken a moie penetruting look, though with
somewhat debatable resalts. Virtnally no vne, however, has
hothered to study wn event that has proved both creator and
creation of the modern business enterpnse — (he rise of an
authentic class of corporate management elite.

Chandlers work is refreshimg becavse he rejects the
economists’” preoccupation with ceononietric models and
pirely statistica] analvsis that omits reference to the historieal
context within which America’s luge corporations have grown
and which has shaped their development. Indeed, Chandler 1<
not an economist at all, but a historian, and this book puts the
corporation in historical perspective. It is a major attempt to
docoment the rise of u “new subspecies of economic man — the
salaried manager,” This new breed of compurate decision-maker
has, in Chandler’s estimation, replaced the market forces of
Aciom Smath with the visible hand of managerial capitalism,
“The market remained the generator of demand for goods and
services, but moderm husiness enlerprise took over the fme-
tions ol coordinating Aovws of goods thiough evisting processes
of production and distribution, and of allocatmg funds und per-
sonitel foy Butine production and distribution. As modern huos-
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ness enterprise acquired lunctions hitherto carried out by the
market, it became the most powerful institution in the Ameri-
can economy and its managers the most influential group of
economic decision makers.”

Begioning with the sudden withdrawal of British comuner-
cial domination from the American colonies after the Revolu-
lionary War, Chandler constructs his rationale through a
thovough examination of eight propositions. First. large mod-
ern enterprises replaced small oney when co-ordination by ad-
ministration produced higher production and profit growth
than co-ordimation by market mechanisms. Second, creation of
a managerial class was the inevitable resnlt of administrative
co-ordination. Third, large enterprises were produced by dra-
matic growth in market volome. Fourth, once created. the
managerial class generated its own “permanence, power and
continued growth.” Fifth, the complexities of the modern
business enterprise created 2 need for specialization among
corporate managers. Sixth, this necessity for professional man-
agement gradually separated management from ownership.
Seventh, corporate managers came to favor long-term stability
and growth over short-term profits Eighth, domination of var-
ious markets by large enterprises permanently altered the en-
tire economy. These basic premises outline the work, and
Chandler uses them skillfully in building his case.

The book is carefully written, and its relevance to current
events is obvious in sections snch as those on corporate integra-
tion. With mcigers and merger attempts very much in the
news, it is fascinating to study the creation of the oil, tobacco.
and sugar industry gants in the late nineteenth century.
Chandler points out that mergers were not always profitable,
especially when they involed horizontal vather than vertical
integration. The sugar trust built by Henry O. Havemayer
attempted to control that industry by purchasing controlling
interest in new corporations as they appeared. a stralegy that
succeeded until the growth of beet sugar production made
further acquisitions too expensive. Chandler’s study of the
sugar brust also provides a graphic example of the changes that
occurred when dircetion by entreprencur was replaced with
divection by a corps of managers. Havemaver's death made
possible a drastic change in the operation of the American
Sugar Refining Company. which changed from horizontal to
vertical integration and thus ensured its own survival.

One small stuprise in this section is Chandler's contention
thut development of the sugar trust. among others. was not
influenced by ‘ts access to the capital-raising power of the
financial markets. History would seem to indicate otherwise,
and Chandler advances na divect evidence to support his claim.

An analvsis of the development of middle management and
of top munagement yields similarly interesting results, Chan-
dler contends that the ranks of nuddle management grew fost-
est in thoxe companies (such as Pillsbury, Wriglev. and Heing)
- which fonnding family members continued to manage or
personally tu select the top management of their companies.
Top management, on the other hand, developed most rapidly
m those companies formed by merger vather than through
internal growth  Stockholder positions in (hose companies
were seldom Jarge enough to permit personal or family domi-
nation of the management. Thus, “enterprises that pioneered
in the ways of middle management did very little to develop
methods of top management. That contribution was wade by



the managerial enterprises that grew out of the cawrly
industry-wide mergers,”

Chandler’s book isyvery readuble. Ttis indeed history, filled
with accounts of personal and corporate histories that have
shaped American business. Although one might mitially wou-
der whether the author hay attempled to do too much in one
volume, the (nd result is hoth satisty ing :nd convincing. The
strength of the research upon which it is based. the carelul
composition of its stracture, and the clavity ol the writing ¢n-
sure it kindmark status m the feld ol Amervican business his-
tory.

Revicwed by Jases E. FOCERTY. field director for the Min-
nesota Historical Socicty’s division of archices and manu-
Scripty.

The World for a Marketplace: Episodes in the History
of European Expansion. By John Parker,
(Minneapolis. The Associates of the James Ford Bell Li-
brarv, 1978, 253 p. Hlustrations.  $15.00.)

ONE OF the rich collections ol historical materials to which
Minnesota seholars have ready access 18 held by the James
Ford Bell Libiary. housed in the \ilson Library on the Uni-
versity of Minnesota’s Minneapolis campos. To wark the i-
hrarv's twentv-Afth anniversary and call attention to the inter-
national scope ol its primary source materials, John Paker
prepared this handsome aud readable volume. He has heen
curator of the Bell Library smce its meeption in 1933, The
book. whose emphasis is apparent in its title. not only amply
fulfills its wission — it is worth 1rcaching inits own right,

Not the least interesting of its fftcen short chaprers is
Parker’s intraduction, “Jumes Ford Bell and His Books.™ i
which the beginning, purposc, and scope of the collection are
described. Bell, savs Parker. deswved ta develop a ibrary to tell
“the story of western civilization's expansion through the driv-
ing force of commercial impetus,” which created o world
economy dominated by Evwropemns ™ The cuvator charmingly
recalls how, as a voung lbvarian, he and the buillder of Cencaral
Mills eollected together on a world-wide scale from 1933 undil
Bell's death in 1961, Le also veports on liow the collection has
been intelligently mercased sinee then in keeping widh irs
founders” pmpose until it now numbers over 10,000 items —
rave ¢ditions. maps. and dociments both prnted and manu-
ceript — dealing hroadlv with world trade from 1400 to 1500,

Parker then mioves on 1o fourteen ronghly clnonological,
briet “episodes.” s he terms them. . potpoun of mlormative
essavs on varions aspects of world trade as reflected in the Bell
collection. The apening one, entiled ™A Chyonicle of Begin-
nings,” deals with the Portuguese in Africa in the fifieenth
century. a period Parkey regards as the hegimiing of “the mad-
ern Age of Empire.” The next chapter, "Where's the NMoney

Coming From?” <ketchies 1o bold strakes the celationship of

Germam and [aliun merchants and hankers o the spice trade
and to exploration of the New \World at the time of Columbns
and Amerigo \'espucci.

A tio of episodes — "Tobacco, Congueror ol e World,”
“The Indigo Cyele,” and “Following the Beaver™ — snggest
the novelte and gquantity of goods taded alter 1492 Tna sie-

CINCt SEVEen Pages. Parker. the knowledecable editor of The

Joarnals of Jonathan Carcer. published by the Mivnesotu His-

torical Society in 1976, criphasizes (he ceononne elfects of the
tushion in heaver hats upon exploration in North America and
compelition in the world's Tur niarkets betore 17683, The impact
of importance of, and attempts o grow tobaceo ind indige in
various parts of the globe make equally interesting reading,
Huostruted, as ave ull the chapters, by well-chosen items trom
the Bell Librarv. A particularly apt senes of drawings depiets
the growing wnd processing of indigo from ity planting by slaves
toits finished product as cakes prized by dvemakenrs.

A quintet of chapters foenses on some successes and filnres
of Dutch, French, Swedish, Scottish, and English trudiny
companies in the 16008 and 17005, These range from “The
Indian Ocean’s Web of Trade™ as a source ol new products and
European wealth, thrangh Willem Usseliny, paniphleteer and
promoter of Dutch and Swedish colomzation. to “Joln Law and
the NMississippi Conglomerute, - whieh retells the tale of this
eightecnth-centuny finincier’s spectacularly  unsnceessful ar-
tempt to re-establish a sonnd French currencey backed by land
in the NMussissippi Vidley rather than by silver ind gold. Thiee
chupters concern fuilures of vaious other kinds — of French
missionaries in Siom i 1688, of o Scottish company’s attenpt
to colonize the [sthmus of Panama 1o 1695, and of the inter-
minable eight-year-long impexchment trial of Warren Hast-
ings. goverom general of England’s East India Company in the
vears following the American Revolntion. Parker uses these
failures to shed hight on the tangled interrelationships of tradc,
religion. war, und polities in cach widely separated places as
Siam, England. Indin, and e American colones.

Three additional episades contribite even more variety, A
Bultle of Books™ enlightens the reader concerning the hegin-
nings of maritime Lav . “Linncavs and the Transplanters”
presents an economic view ol the work ol the Swedish botanist
and hix “apostles”™ wround the world in searching for plants
whose medicinal, nutritional, ov economic vauwe might help
foster self=sulficiency in Sweden. The finad episode, “A Latin
Exsay at Cambndege, 17557 deals with the fr-fung influence
ol Thomas Clirksen, an Englishiman who worked fram 1753
untl 1507 to arause the world to the evils of davy ey and obtain
the passage in Englind of o Taw prohibiting the landing of
slaves in British colonies after Narch. 1808

Reviewed by Juxe D TMolsoUisT, e Minnesota Thatorwal
Socicty's assistant divector for publications and research.

Sister to the Sioux: The Memoirs of Elaine Goodale
Eastrman, 1885-91. Edited by Kay Gruber,
(Lineoln, University of Nebranka Press. 1978,
Mushabions.  $10.93)

<. 173 p.

PENNED more than oty vems after her travels ad wank on
the Great Siony Resavation, these memairs of Flune Goodale
Eastman have all the freshness and vividness o an immedde
report by askilliul and seositive weter. While this s radonbt-
edly due to the lact that they are based heavils on her con-
Llemporancons notes and wrticles, it ruust be remembered that
alter her conmversion at fifteen to the canse of (e Tndiio, the

Sioun, or Dakota, were never absent brons her thonghis, Tt
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on the reservation that she met her future husband. Charles
Eastman, the grandson of a Dukota maiden and the artist and
army officer, Seth Eastman. She helped him prepare nine
books. many of which were on [ndian lore, and wyote seven of
her own, 1ncluding a hingraphy of the Indian’s "Moses.”
Richard Pratt. the leading figure in the founding of the Carlisle
tndian School Editor Kay Gruber notes that Elaine Eastman
‘continued to write on curyent Indian matters and to review
books about Indians virtually until her death in 1953,

Elaine Eastman begins with a rapid account of her ancestry,
her own birth in 1863 girThood. and education at “Sky Farm.”
five miles [rom Egremont, Massachusetts, and the publication
of her first poetry. \Vhen she was twenty the familv home was
broken up and Elaine went to Hampton Institute in Virginia to
teach Indian youth and to publicize Samuel Chapman
Armstrong’s novel experiment of educating and integrating In-
dians into white civilization. Within two years she was west of
the Missouri River, conducting a “dav school™ at a primitve
Indian village within the Lower Brulé Agency. She quickly
learned Dakota. made friends with the Indians, adopted somne
of their customs, and during the summer holidays familiarized
herself with the main feature< of the 30.000-square-mile reser-
vation and the personnel of the siv separate government agen-
cies. In 1889 she was appointed supervisor of Indian education
for North Dakota and South Dakota and was at Pine Ridge
when the heart-rending \Wounded Knee disaster occurred.

When Mrs. Eastman saw the Dakota Indians. they had
been defeated militarily and their culture was undergoing
rapid change. She condemned the federal govermment for its
broken promises and the reservation svstem which kept the
conquered warriors in a dependent statuy when “thev wanted
the chance to learn the new way and once more stand as men,
among men.  She wrote: Tt might well be said that we
wronged the Indians most, not when we destroved their wild
herds or drove them from their vast ranges. but when we
delaved too long the recompense of an equal share in the most
advanced culture that inevitably displaced their own.”

The book's format is appeuling, the editonal notes are suc-
cinet, and the three-and-one-half-page "Epilogue” recounts the
high points of Eastman’s life from her marriage in 1591 to 1930.
In realitv. the "Epilogue™ is a reprint of her “All the Days of
My Life™ from the July, 1937. South Dakota Historical Review.
While interesting in itself, it is insufficient in completing the
autobjographical portrait, and <ince no biographical sketch of
this remarkable woman seems to be readily available, this
reader wishes the editor had supplied the deficiency with em-
phasis on the Jast sinty yvears of her life. Helpful, tea, would
have heen @ bibliography ol Eastman’s writings bevond the
titles of her seven books. or. at least. a list of the journals to
which she was a contributor, with an indication of the years of
most active contributions. 1 would alse like to have seen some
indication of the extent of her papers in the Sophia Smith
Collection. which contributed at least Tour of the illustrations.
Within the Memoirs there are quotes [rom her vwn diary . but
the editor fails to indicate the whereabouts of this diany or dian
fragnents. il indeed the jourmals shll exist. And of course.
there is the inevitable question: \Was the diarv continned after
marriage? In short, the Memoirs conld have been greatly en-
hanced by a eribical appraisal of the life. times. and infAuence of
Elaine Guodale Eastman
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Reviewed by MaRY LEE SPENCE. academic counselor and as-
sistant professor of history at the University of Hlinois,
Urbuna-Champaign. She is co-editor of The Espeditions of
John C. Frémont.

Candles in the Wind. By Edris Probstfield Hack.
(Published by the author, 848 U Street, Rio Linda, Cal.
1977, 290 p. $6.95.)

This Quiet Dust. By Ivan Kubista.
(New York, Vantage Press. and Ol}d Frontenac Heritage
Preservation Commission. 1978.
$7.95.)

204 p. Hustrations.

HISTORICAL NOVELS occupy an unenviable position in the
book world. A hlend of two seemingly incorpatible elements,
fact and Action, they confound everyone from librarians who
must decide upon which shelf they should be placed to readers
who must decide whethel to read them as history' or fiction.
Where does fact end and fiction begin? Too often historical
navels are read one way or the other. History bufls pick fret-
fullv through the story to separate fact from fiction and shake
their heads when an incorrect “fact” is discovered. Literature
huffs, on the other hand, are often frustrated because all the
names, dates, and details get in the way of the story. Tt takes an
extraordinary talent to create a historical novel that satisfies
both types of readers.

Unfortunately. regional and local historical subjects are
often shunned by such writers (and their publishers) in favor of
events and themes of more nniversal appeal. As a result, many
historical novels with local or regional themes are written by
nonprofessional novelists and published by subsidy presses or
by the authors. Promoted on a shoestring budget, they appeal
to a limited audience and soon end up gathering dust on what-
ever shelf the librarians decide to place them. Two recent
historical novels with Minnesota settings illustrate manv of
these problems.

Candles in the Wind. by Edris Probstfield Hack. a
Moorhead native now living in California, has the Red River
Valley as its setting. The central characters are based upon the
author’s grandparents. Randolph M. and Catherine Probst-
held, earty pioneers ol the vallev. Tn the fall ot 1853, \Mijchael
Field. a German immigrant, participates in a buffalo hunt in
the Red River Valley. He journeys to St. Paul to winter and
meets Cathierine, whom bhe eventuallv marries and takes to his
claim in the valley. Thev battle the traditional pioneer
hardships of Indian troubles, blizzards. grasshoppers, loneli-
ness, and prairie fires. They drift apart when Michael is unable
to settle down but rennite in the final pages. The story offers no
new insight into the psychological siresses of the pioneering
experience.

Mis. Hack describes such historical events as the vivalry
between settlers and the fur companies. the birth of steamboat-
ing on the Red River. the Sioux Uprising of 1862, and the
advent of the railroad. Such well-known Minnesotans as Nor-
man Kittson. James J. Hill, George Northrup, Anson Notthup,
and Pierve Bottineau appear in the story as secondary and
minor characters. One wonders if some of the humorous inci-
dents involving these figures are based on fact (that problem,
again). or were i ented.



[t is evident that Mrs. Hack has an idea of the elements
necessary for a successful novel. The narrative emphasizes
character vather than mevely telling events. Michael and
Catherine are plausible characters even though we have met
them many times before. Unfortunately, this book is greatly
diminished by poor writing and numeraus copy errors. This is
due in part to the fact that Candles in the Wind is author-
published. Researching, writing. and publishing a book is
no small achievement, and Mrs, Hack should be congratulated
for her eftorts. Editing one’s own work, however, is not ye-
commended in a self-publishing venture. To the author, every
sentence, every word, i< precious and impossible to part with,
Objective editing would have streamlined bulky prose and
eliminated errors in spelling. punctuation. and grammar, mak-
ing this a much better bouk.

The principle setting tor Ivan Kubista's This Quict Dust is
Frontenac., Minnesota, located on the Mississippi River in
Goodhue County. The book was a Bicentennial project
produced jointly by the author, the Old Frontenace Heritage
Preservation Cominission. and the Minnesota Amcerican Revo-
Jution Bicentennial Commission. Deseribed on the jacket as "A
Chronicle of Old Frontenac.” the book traces the history of that
village and ity vesidents from the 1830s to the tum ol the cen-
tary, The central figure in Frontenac's history — and in the
book — is Israel Garrard. eldest of four Garrard biothers of a
wealthy Cincinnati family who settle in Fionfenac. Under Js-
rael’s guidance, the village becomes a peaceful. utopian com-
munity with grand homes, beautiful chirches, an academy,
and a famonx lakeside hotel. The author paints an almost too
trunquil picture of life in the village. The title of the book,
taken from an Emily Dickinson poem, sets an elegiac tone that
pervades the book.

[t appears that in telling his story the author seldom strayed
fram the path of history. Thus, This Quict Dust has the tone
and feeling of history rather than fiction and is less a novel than
a dramatization ol history. The narrative is powered by events
rather than characters Numerous history lectures are included
m the text simply to update the reader on local. state. and
national events before the next chapter involving the Carrvard
lanuly begins. The characters are not characters in a literary
sense. but historical profiles vmbrodered with thoughts and
emotions as imagined by (he avthor. A section of photographs
of Frontenac scenes and portraits of the community™s leading
citizens nicelv supplements the text and conbributes to the
feeling that one is reading a history.

These oriticisims aside. this is a pleasant and informative
book The author survevs many of the same subjects as Mrs
Hack (such as Indian uprismgs) but with greater historical in-
vight. In partiaular, he does an excellent job of showing the
reader the relationship between personal lives and state and
national events,

These two books shonld be enjoyed by readers amiliar with
their histovical backgrounds. However, one cannot avoid being
somewhat pessimistic about their futiwre. Since (hey are not
“history” they are not likely to be used by researchers the way
local histories are. As novels theyv are ton himited hy subject

matter to appeal to a wide andience. An edited version of

Candles in the Wind publishied m paperback :md promoted as a
historical romance might appeul to readers of that genve. It is
apparent, however, that ncither this book nor This Quict Dust

was written with the best-seller lists in mind. Instead. they
were written to nremorialize a person, a place. :nd a time,
whieh they have done. Unfortunately, by achieving this goal.
they have restricted their markets to those who are familiar
with the subject matter.

Most likely these novels will end up on bookshelves
alongside the countless other lucal nstorical novels that have
preceded them — to be occasionally dusted off and read by
students of Minnesota literature or historians i search of
background materals. Tt is sad that the effort and dedication
that went nto the rescarch, writing, and publication of these
books must snffer that kind of fate.

Reviewed by ROGER BARR, « writer of both history and fiction,
A chapter from his novel Automn Leaves will be published in
the next issue of Great River Review.

The Country Railroad Station in America. By H. Roger
Grant and Charles W. Bohi.
(Boulder, Colorado. Pruett Publishing Company.
1978. 183 p. [Mustralions  $22.50.,)

BY 1916. there wereover 85,000 depots in the United States
and another 5.000 in Canadi. The majorily. some 80,000 in the
United States. were small stutions that cost less (han $25.000 to
buld. These are the depots that form the poputar image of the
American railroad stulion, vet they have not been adequately
studied. The Conntry Railroad Station in Americn is o welcome
addition to the literature. [t is perhaps the best ook vet pub-
lished on the small depot.

But some caveats are in order. lgnove the title of the book.
Tt is really about the combination freight and passenger depot.
Other types ol country stations are not incloded The authors
emphasize the process ol design standardization by railvoad
companies. Unique and wmusual designg are avoided. There is
a strony regional bias tovvard the Middle West. A major claim,
to explore “the depot's over-all significance as community
hab, " is wiven amere fifteen pages and littde neaw is said. But do
not let these warnings discourage vou. The book is limited. but
limited to the most common tbipe ol depot built in America.

The book’s core is an architectural survey of the
standardized combination depol. Combination stations were
generally built in townx where the volume of husness did not
require separate freight and passenger depots, Most stations
shared a Hoar plan that placed the agent's office in the nuddle
of the huilding between the hreight yoom and the passenger
waiting room. The office newly alwins had o packside bay
window hrom which the agent could assist in rail traffe control.
Railroads adopted standard plans to Tower costs, Depots often
looked monotonoush siilar in toswn after town along a line,
Exen plans of different companies were quite similar, The ve-
sult is a typical stule so widespread that it has become the
popular image of the depat.

There were variations  Local needs. both in amount of
traffic und commumity deses for a nnigue station, led o adap-
tations of standard plans, Most lines had several sizes of depots.
They often altered minor architectnral leatures to make
standard depots appear dissimilar, Roofl styles, siding. and trim
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THE MILWAUKEE ROAD depot at Fulda, Minnesota. is a two-
story combination passenger and freight station bwdt around
1900 to a standardized plan. The depot has an office. waiting
rooms. and a freight room on the fust floor and licing quarters on
the second floor.

differed from town to town, A few lines had unusual, but
ctandard, plans of their own. The Burlington, Cedar Rapics,
and Northern used a distinet two-story design in dozens of
commumities. There we regional depot distinctions based on
custom local architectmal styles, and date of settlement.

The three chapters on depot design discuss the standard
combination depot east of the Mississippi. west of the Missis-
sippi. and in Canuda. Chapter subdivisions are inconsistent.
Eastern United States is divided into New England. the
Northeast, the Old Northwest, and the South, while western
United States is divided mto a study of local granger lines and
transcantinental lines. This inconsistency undermines the gual-
ity of the study and tioubles the veader. Ave stations of the
Sonthwest not as regiondlly distinet as those of the South? Do
granget-line depots differ trom those of the nontranscontinen-
tal lines in the Eaxt? The single consistent theme is
standardizabion.

By imioring the chapter divisions. one s lefe with o catalog
of [rom one to thirty depots constructed by each of more than
filty ruilroad companies. (Nineteen Minnesota stations are in-
Auded wmong the 350 illustrations.) The authors call attention
to significant architectural details and make comparisons be-
tween stations. Same of their wehiteetural generalizatons de-
serve a closer look, Do southern buildings veflect “an indi-
vidlialistic Havor . a long estabhished southern mmd-set?” Atlan-
tic Coast Line depots frequently adjoin asiding rather than the

main Tine. [ this placement is amunged so thut freight can be
Slesurely undoaded, " why s it pecnhiar to the Sonth? Grant
and Bohi make @ number of nnsubstantiated and seemimgly
Incortect statemaents,

Che book sutiers from omissions. The aathors can he ex-
ensed T ignoring <ome major rail lines. There e tao many to
cover inoany one ook, The lack of maps i frustrating One
wonders where the lines ran, especially the mme obscure
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ones. Because design decisions often came from coyporate
offices. a list of company headguurters would be vseful. Also,
the bibliography is much too brief. 1t is hmited to books and
articles specifically about depots, with nothing on more general
railroad history or studies of specific lines. They mention sev-
eral manuseript collections held by railroad companies, but do
not mention the more accessible publicly held records in the
collections of the Newbery Library and the Minnesota Histor-
ical Society.

The book falls short of a significant scholarly study of sta-
tions. Grant and Bohi base their analysis largely on visual
evidence gathered from archives and thenr own extensive field
work. In part. this approach is due to the scarcity of written
records. Manv railroads have destroved their company
records, but this is not ulways the case. In an essay written with
Frank Vyzralek ("North Dakotas Railroad Depots:
Standardization on the Soo Line.” North Dakota History. \Vin-
ter, 1973), Grant and Bohi have shown that they can do a
masterful study of one line's depots when the documentation is
available, They did not choose this approach in studying any
line discussed in their book, including the Soo Line. The book
is still better than most of the depot literature. It may be
primarily a catalog. but it is an impressive catalog. I wrge any-
one interested in depot design to take a close look at the study.

Revicwed by THOMAS HARVEY. a research associate with the
Minnesota Historical Society’s state historic preservation office
and o graduate shudent in the geography depurtment of the
Caiversity of Minnesota.

Tomorrow’s Harvest: Thoughts and Opinions of
Successful Farmers. By Hiram M. Drache.
(Danville, JII., Interstate Printers and Publishers, 1978.
Nustrations, xv, 296 p. $10.95.).

THAT FARMERS before the present agricultural revolution
lived dreary. poverty-stricken lives is not news. Battered by
the vagaries of climate and market, harassed by insects and
plant and animal diseases. short of capital. isolated from the
waves of progress that accompanied the technological revelu-
tion, farmers lagged behind the advances made by other seg-
ments of American sodety.

Now. according to Hiram M. Drache, who 1s both a histo-
rian and a farmer, the future is bright, at least oy thase farmers
acute enough to take advantage of large-scale enterprise. At
first the author thought that large-scale farming depended
upon technology, but after making a swveyv among a number of
successful famers here and in Ewope, he found that the sec-
ret of successful farming was personal motivation. In following
this lead he discovered five elements essential to successful
farming that he calls the “five M's.” They are Mate, Motiva-
tion, Management. Money, and \Mechanization.

1t is difficult to quarrel with this listing, especially with the
importance he gives to the farim wife, usually a lorgotten figure.
There are some difficulties, though, with his thesis. How does
one define farmers and farms? 1f one raises chickens in a Bronx
warebouse, or manages a cranberry bog in New Jersev, or
plants wild rice 1 northem Minnesota, or puts hives of honey



beesin a citrus grove, or harvests onions frony a forty-acre field.
or has a fish or fur farm in Colorado, should vne be cousidered
a farmer? And should the success of these enterprises depend
upon the adoption of u four-wheel-drive tractor?

The dificulty of definiions will be greatly diminished if one
defines a farmer as one who lives in the \Middle \West on a prece
of land not less than 400 acres and who raises either cattle or
hogs, or wheat or corn or sovbeans. or who engages in dajrving,
This reviewer recognizes that the technological and scientific
revolution in American agriculture has led to a golden age and
that part of that golden age depends upon the “five N's™ listed
by Drache. However. the almost complete dependence of all
kinds of farmers upon petrolenm and petroleum products may
lead to a catastrophe that will come with shattering suddenness
and bring the golden age to a mclancholy end.

Reviewed by RoDNEY C. LOEHR. professor emeritus of history
at the University of Minnesota. and He author of many hook
reviews and articles vn agriculture and other subjects.

The Work Ethic in Industrial America, 1850-1920. By
Daniel T. Rodgers.
{Chicago. University of Chicago Press. 1975. 300 p.
Cloth  $15.00.)

THIS BOOK is sexerelv flawed The most hasic problem is the
author’s failwre to specilv what is meant by "work 7 Because the
study addresses the transformation ol atticudes toward work
over time, this is & most serious handicap. The unfortunate
result 1s that Rodgers emplovs several difterent definitions of
work and uses them in such widely varving contexts that the
word Joses all precision of meaning. Another problam. again
stetiming from the fulure of specification, is the author's insis-
tence upon separating work from the socioeconomic context
within which it acquives meaning. Waork, or prodactive labor, s
normally a0 part of 2 complex series of social and economic
interactions which cannot be understood in isolation. What is
especially lacking hom Rodgers perspective is an appreciation
ofthe recaprocal of lubor — reward. The oversightis very telling,
for Rodgers assumes that work in itself is obnoviouws. What he
fails to consider is that people might find the absence of reward
or incentive more Joathsome than the presence of work itsell.
But the question cannot be resolved by viewing work apart from
the system 1 which it has heen shaped wand heeu given valne.
Rodgers ulso fails to take into accannt the possibility that
the translormution he locates in the period of industinhization
iy have oceurred during :n carlier period. one chinacterized
by agrienltoral vather than industiial development. In fact.
much recent work in economic, sociological, and anth opologi-
cal history mdicates that the hasic (ransforination of western
life and attitudes to which Rodgers wllndes was well nnder way
during the long period of agriceltna) development prion to
1750. What is unique about the American experience is not, ag

Rodgers ussinies, the rapid indastrialization ol the econonny
and the resultant imposition of wages and factory Iabor upon an
arfisan class - What i unique i the very rapid growth and
dexelopment of Uninted Stures commercial aeviculure in the
erghteenth and ninetecnth centnries. This agrienl@al ssstem.
even tm!.u‘ A economic marvel, was not des L‘IU])L‘d
haphazardly by sobsistence Frmers, hut wis sustematicallv de-
veloped becanse of the abinndance of free Tad and the pres-
ence of a highly productive Labor torec that was part shave and
pant free. This economic development led not to the " moral
primacy of work.” as Rodgers would e it big rather the
moral prinmey of wn incentive system that materally revan ded
increases in procductiviee :aind imnovation. Long hetore induastyi-
alization became sigmficant this was the mative fee of the
entite econoniic systen.

To compound the hook's problems, Rodgers vestricts his
inits of wady sis in enrions wins. e wnites that the Tocus of his
work is Texclusively on the North and within that regon
privenily on the middle class The choice necds acknowledye-
ment but not, I think, apology.”™ In fact. 1t necds neither. it
needs explimation. To meet that need, Rodgers submits that it
“was the North that set the pattern of economie life that has
since rolled ingsorably aut from its fiest, Yankee stionghold.”
This is w assumption that ignores the importance of the
American socfoeconomic system as jost that — wsvstem, 1 the
sections or parts. of the system were qualitatively different it
behooves the author to deseribe these differences and specu-
late on their origin, Lonay be, however, that e developnient
of the Yunkee North can only he undenstood in its elation to
the development of the uther mreas.

The limitation of the study 1o the how geaige is also dismay-
ing, for Rodgers never clearly indicmes what the middle class
hus to dawith the dey elopment of uttitudes toward work for the
other classes of American society | assuming that he pevecives
such entities. Does he see a causal relationship between social
attituces aboat work and the seminal thinking of a disparate
eroup of middle-class intellectuals? Or does he believe that
nineteenth-century workers were deferential to their sociul
hetters in such muatters? \We are left in the dark. More appro-
priate might he the sngeestion that the work ethic for the
middle class was meant for the middle cluss wone wd that it
lost meaning as attempts were made to give itwider cireulation
and appeal But an attempt 10 explain o cluss-specific ethic
wonlld vequire o Fre different stody,

Unfortonzdelv, Rodeers” hook obfiscates more than it clar-
ifies and o many wavs does disseivice (o the history of idean.
1t i, m fact. something ol an anuchronism, steeped as it i in
the scholaly attitudes of 4 bygane e Tt is mosCinfortinute
that Rodgers obvions talents and energies coudd not be applied
to more productive enterprises, Ttis to be hoped that that s
what the future holds.

Rericwed by Joseph Stipanovich, directon of the Lron-Range
Historical-Cultural Surcey. « co-operative snyvey of the threr
Munesota ivon ranges by the Miyoresota Historical Society and
the Iron Ranee Resonrees and Retiehiditution Board
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news X noTes

THBE ANNUAL all-dav history confer-
ence of the Minnesota Historical Society
will be held Saturday, October 27, at the
Holiday Inn in downtown Minneapolis.
Featured speaker at the noon luncheon
will be Anne Morrow Lindbergh, famous
author and widow of the noted aviator,
author, seientist. and conservationist,
Charles A. Lindbergh. who grew up in
Minnesota near Little Falls. Various ses-
sions throughout the morning and af-
termoon will center on twentieth-century
historical subjects.

The societv's annual meeting and re-
ception will be held Friday evening, Oc-
tober 26, at the Minnesota State Capitol.

THE FOURTH North American Fur
Trade conterence will he held October
1. 1951, at Grand Portage, Minnesota,
and at Old Forl William, Thunder Bay.
Ontario. Jomtly sponsored by several
educational and historical institutions in
the United States and Cunada, the tour-
day event will comade with the 250th
anniversary of the Tanding of French
explorer and fur trader Pierre Gaultier
de Varennes. Sieur de la Vérendrye. at
Grand Portage in August. 1731, and his
subsequent wintering at Kanunistikwia,
The location of the conlerence at twa in-
termpretive facilities closely linked with
the North West Company. and the
presentation of papers by anthoribies on
the North American lur trade, promise to
attract scholars, historians, and fwr-
trade bulls alike.

Subjects of the papers are expected to
he wide-ranging — the ¥rench and North
West Company periods. the [udson’s
Bay Company. the American Fur Com-
pany. American Indian contributions,
the significance of the Great Lakes re-
gion. and other aspects of the fur trade.
Persons interested in giving a paper at
the conference shonld write- 1951 For
Trade Conlerence. the Minnesota Histor-
ical Saciety, 690 Cedar Street. St. Paal.
Minnesota 55101. Therve will be appor-
tunities at the conlerence to visit historic
and scenic sites 1 both the Grand Por-
age and Old Fort William areas. Earlier
fur trade conferences were held in St
Paul in 1965 and in Winnipeg in 1870
and 1978.

TIMOTIY J GARVEY. u gradnate <tu-
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dent in art history at the Unmiversity of
Minnesota, is winner of the Minnesota
Historica) Society's Solon 1. Buck Award
for the best article to appear in M-
nesota history in 1978, His winning arti-
cle. "The Duluth Homesteads: A Suc-
cesslul Experiment in Community Hous-
ing.” was puhlished in the Spring, 1978,
issue. Ganvev, who was doing graduate
work at the University of Minnesota,
Duluth, when he wrote the article, is
now a graduate stndent in art historv at
the Unijversity of Minnesota's main cam-
pus in Minneapolis. He is carrently en-
gaged in research work on his disserta-
tion topic. Lee Lawrie. American

sculptor,
The Buck Award prize money has
been increased to $400 this vear — the

amount that Garvev wll receive. The
Theodore C. Blegen Award for MHS
stall members (not eligible for the Buck
Award) has also been incteased — to
$200 — and this vear's winner is Carolvn
Gilman. whose “Perceptions of the
Prairie; Cultural Contiasts on the Red
River Trails” appeared in the Fall, 1975,
issue. Ms. Gilman, now an ATHS exhibity
researcher and writer, is coauthor, along
with Deborah Stultz and Rhoda R. Gil-
man, ui 4 new MHS book. The Red River
Trails: Oxcait Rontes Between St Paul
and the Selkirk Scttlement, 1820-1570.

The award committee voted an hon-
arable mention for the Blegen Award to
Robert N. Frame 1)1 for his “\ills,
Macliines, and Millers: Minnesota
Sources for Flour-Milling Research™ that
appeuared in the Winter, 1978, issue. He
iv a research historian with the MHS
state historic preservation office. This
vear's committee consisted of Iyman
Berman. professor of history at the Uni-
versity ol Minnesota. Carl H. Chrislock,
professor of history aut Augshurg College;
and Kenneth Carlev. editor ol Minnesota
History.

ONE OF THE MOST interesting things
about Hungry Gowrmet: The Guide to
Twin Cities Dining for Under Five Dol-
lars (Blue Earth, Minn.. Piper Publica-
tions, 1978, illustrations, 224 p.. paper
$4.95) is that, in addition to the usual de-
seriptions of food served and credit cards
accepted, the book includes a short “His-
torical Background™ on each restaurant.
Though often very sketchy, these sec-

tions make a valuable contribution to an
already useful book.

GEORGE A. BRACKETT was an invalu-
able early Minneapolitan. A resident of
the city [rom 1857 until his death in
1921, he worked as a contractor, railroad
builder. mayor of Minneapolis, and in
1897 at the age of sixty, bhuilder of a
wagon road across the coastal mountain
range at Skagway, Alaska. [n addition, he
found time and energy to be involved in
a wide variety of charities, social pro-
grams, and community activities. In a
time of “laissez faire” he was socially
minded in a modern way.

Brackett's career has been discussed
before in a number of articles in Ain-
nesota History. Now it is detailed in a
pamphlet called The Story of George Au-
gustus Brackett (1536-1921) and His De-
scendants: A Genealogy (1978, illustra-
tions, 50 p.}. written and published by a
grandson, the late Russell D. Brackett of
Minneapolis and Excelsior. Besides re-
counting Brackett's career, this useful
work traces the lives of Brackett's one
daughter and his seven sons and their
children.

ST. PAUL'S Landmark Center, formerly
the Old Federal Courts Building, is one
of the city's most impressive structures.
This delightful pinkish granite building
was dedicated in 1902 and was for many
years the city’s main post office and fed-
eral building. It appeared destined to be
torn down in the 1960s. but it was saved.
thanks to the efforts of many St. Paulites
and others, including a group called
Minnesota Landmarks. Now, after sev-
eral years of restoration, the structure
faces a bright future as an arts and com-
muuity center.

Much of the history and architecture
of the Landmark Center is described in a
1977 book, A Landmark Reclaimed, by
Eileen Michels (St. Paul, Minnesota
Landmarks, illustrations, 111 p., boxed
$7.50). Well written, and nicely de-
signed and illustrated (in part with
photos from the Minnesota Historical
Society), the book ought to be a model
for other building histories. Described in
the early chapters are other federal
buildings in St. Paul, leading up to the
design and construction of the Landmark
Center.

Subsequent chapters describe the



early history and use of the building. Of
special note is a chapter by longtime St.
Paul police reporter Nate N. Boynberg.
Entitled “St. Paul and the Federal Build-
ing in the Twenties and Thirties.” it
deals with St. Paul's hevday as a haven
for criminals and the many famous trials
that took place in the federal courts dur-
ing the period. The final chapters in the
book discuss the deterioration and altera-
tion of the building over the years. the
fight to preserve it in the 1960s, und its
restoration in the 1970s.

Bruce M. WHITE

A MINNESOTA rite of spring is de-
scribed by Matti Kaups in the Spring,
197S. issue ol the Jouraal of Popular Cul-

ture. In an article called “"Evolution of

Simelt-0-Mania on Like Superior's North
Shore,” Kaups discusses the develop-
ment of smelt ishme from the introduc-
tion of the fish in Minnesota waters in the
19403 to its present populwrity as a
“game’ fish. Kuaups describes smelt
fishing both as a natural phenomenon
and as a cultural one. He describes in
detail. and tries to explain, the spring
madness that seizes many Minnesotans
and sends them out along the North
Shore’s streams and rivers with dip nets
in hand Suys Kaups: “The “sport’is inex-
pensive, requires no special skills or tal-
ent. is accomplished without much phys-
ical exertion. rewards the practitioners
handsomely s subject only to u tew state
regulations, and is one of the few remain-
ing “free deals left in the country.”

ANYONE interested in postal history
will find The Post Qffices of Minnesota
(Burtonsville. Md.. 197S. 280 p.. illus-
trations. maps, $20.00) a valuable
source. Through diligent research, au-
thors Alan H. Patera and Jolm §. Gul-
lagher have uncovered considerable in-
formation about post-office names, dutes
of operation, first postmasters, and chs-
position of discontinued post offices. The
data are arranged by county. but the au-
thors hav ¢ included an alphabetical list of
post offices. Introductory matter expluins
how the book handles offices in counties
that changed boundaries or names, what
research materials were used, and when
postal service began in Minnesota.

OF THE recent books on local history in
Minnesota, Three Towns Into One City:
St. Cloud, Minnesota (St. Cloud, St.
Cloud Area Bicentennial Commission,
(1978). 180 p.. $6.95) ranks among the
more readable and informative. John J.
Dominik, Jr.. compiled and narrated the
valume, while Ed L. Stockinger edited
it. Chapters cover such topics as buginess

and industry, hospitals, newspapers,
radio, the reformatory. the library,
houses, churches, and municipal gon -
ernment. Dominik, an authority on
Samwel C. Pandolfo and the Pan an-
tomobile, has included o chaptey on the
Pan, drawing on hiy special knowledge
One ol the fascinating sections deals with
the Creat Depression years and explaing
St. Cloud’s program to help the un-
emploved. Because residents had a
philosophy of “looking out lor their
own. i public works program lailed. but
a priviate dive al the sume time rased
$23.000 in onc month. St. Cloud's mayor
declared that the aty did not need {ed-
eral aid, and, indeed, the solimteey ef-
fort of its citizens carried St. Cloud
through.

The explanation of the evolution of
the svstem ol public cducation s ulsn
very good. Few Minnexotans today un-
dervstand the process ol schoals being
transformed from nongraded to graded
classrooms, of the introduction ol high
schools. and of the development ol « di-
versified cunriedum. The author goes on
to treat the parochial schools, St. Cloud
State and St. John's universities and the
Collee of St. Benedict The final chap-
ters on dex elopment of St. Cloud in the
last ten vears are interesting. They show
how i town hecame a city and coped with
problems of suburban drift and center
city renewal. Too often o histon deals
with heginnings and fails to treat the re-
cent past. That 15 not the case here,
readers twenty years ind more lrom now
will have an excellent source on St.
Cloud us it was in the 1970s.

There is no index, so readers will
have to use a little imagination to dc-
duce, lor instance. that labor history ix
covered in the chapter on business und
industry. Glanville Smith’s wmap ol St.
Cloud unfortumately appears only on the
dust jacket. The prose style (“patchwork
triple-town ol St. Cloud™) is lively, the
chapter headings imuginative, and the
pictures well chosen.

SALLY RUBINSTEIN

EARLY IN 16943, Liz Forbes Dahlgren
was sworn into the Wamen's Army Auxil-
iary Corps (WAAC. later WAC when
“auxiliary” was dropped from the name)
at Wabasha, Minnesota. At the time she
was in her mid-thirties and was “trying to
make a living with a ninting and fishing
lodge on the Mississippi River.” Before
long she took basic trainjng at Des
Moines, Towa, and on April 25, 1343,
found herself’ with more than 150 other
WAACS from all over the United States
at Eglin Field, Florida, where the unit
was attached to the Air Comps. The idea

was for the women to do supply, com-
munication. photographic, radar. and
other jobs to free men for combat duty
during World War 1T Nicknamed "Cy-
clone.” Liz “worked in Weather which
was interesting to her.”

Now she has recounted her experi-
ences in a chatty. amusing book, W¢
\Were First: Ealin Field \SYW [] WACS:
We Heard the Guns at Wewak
(Brownsville, Texas. 1977, 152 p.. illus-
trations, $7.50). There wre many anec-
dotes about the women going about their
duties, enjoving recreation, and finally
serving overseas in many cases. The
book has muny thumbnail sketches of the
author's WAC associates and describes
the numerous postwar reunions. includ-
ing one in Minneapolis in 195). The
book can be obtained from the author,
Apartment 1701, 1225 Central
Boulevard, Brownsville. Texas 78520.

THE MINNESOTA Chippewa Tribe has
taken an important step in teaching its
version of its organization and history to
students and other interested people. It
has developed a curriculum project
whose materials have been mlot-tested
by schools at Waubun. Cass Lake. and
Onamia. Key components of the course
are two publications — Minnesota Chip-
pewa Tribal Government: Student
Handbook (1975, 201 p., Nustrabions,
$7.95) and Minnesota Chippewa Tribal
Government. Teachers Guide (1975, 154
p.. $7.50) — Dboth available from the
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe. Cass Lake,
AMinn. 56633, the Mille Lacs Indian
Museum, Star Route, Onanua, Minn.
563539: or the Minnesota Historical So-
ciety Museum Shop and Bookstore. 690
Cedar Street. St. Paul. Minn. 5510].
The handbook also can be obtained in
sets of twenty-five lor $150 including one
copy of the teachers’ guide.

Listed as curriculum developers are
William Schaal ind Charles Robertson.
Among individuals and organizations
credited are several stafl members of
Bemidji State University and of the
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe: the Min-
nesota Historical Society (largely for
photographs used). and Carl Gawbov.
Susan Clark, and Mary Reich for
artwork.

The handbook's text begins with a
discussion of the traditional Chippewa
tribal government “before contact with
European people and  shortly
thereafter.” It also deals with the totemic
division of the tribe, lists treaty signers
by bands. and includes biographies of
chiefs like Hole-m-the-Dav Tand 11, 7Ol
Bug.” and John Flat(te). Other chap-
ters discuss Chippewa treaties (several
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are printed in full), the Indian Reorgani-
zation Act of 1934 and the establishment
of the Minncrota Chippewa Tribe of six
member reservations, the structure and
powers of the contemporary tribal gov-
ermment (including the revised constitu-
ton and hvlaws), and federal legislation
and policy affecting the Cliippewa tribe.
A final chapter describes programs and
senvices of the tribe

The guide provides teachers with
basic information on suggested student

activibies, student tests, und u listing of

suggested reading materials.

PIHOTOGRAPHS, elevation drawings,
and floor plans of twenty -eight small de-
pots built during the last 100 vears in the
United States and Canadiiare featuyed in
Railroad Station Planbook. edited hy
Harold A, Edmonson and Kichard V.
Francavighia {(\Milwavkee. Kalmbuch
Publishirg Co . 1977, 96 p.. $4.00). The
stations are wranged by function and
pPurpose into seven categones: ﬂug\ whins-
tle. and milk stops. combination
puassenger-freight stations: upstuirs-
downstars stations: feeight stations: sta-
tons at junctions and diamonds. commu-
ter stations, and small city statiors
Written with the model railvoader in
mind (most plns e in (1O scale), the
comments on architectural stvle. con-
struction. and location make the hook a
worth-while addition to the depot fan's
hookshelt. 1t is one of the best availuble
overviews of simall depots. There wee all
sorts ol tidbits seattered throughout the
text. The standwrd pamt schemes of sev-
vral companies ure inchided. Four mod-
ern (post-\World \War TIY stations are il-
lustrated, wied 30 is mce 1o see the oft-
wnored newer depots get some atten-
tion One converted section hiouse is il-
lustrated. The detwled constioetion in-
fortnation is invaduable There is even a
scale drawing of wy unusial single-blude
semaphore. The most likely place to lo-
cate the book is at w hobby <hop. At
S4.00 the Ruilrond Station Plunbook is a
hargain.
Tross HARVEY

A NEW HISTORY of the Franciscan Sis-
ters ol Little Falls, Ninnesota, by Sister
Many Assumpta Ahles — 1o the Shadow
of s Wings (St. Pal. Novth Ceutral
Publishing Co.. 1977, 335 p.. lustra-
tions, $12.30) — is a competent example
ol institutiona) narmutive history with w
very pleasant bonus. The Irancisean Sis-
ters were first cstablished in Belle
Prumie. NMinnesota, m 1872 by their
enigmalic founder  Mother Moy Ty
nating flaves. Thewr first mission was
wibjected to ¢normons trals Hnougli at-
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tucks by wnsympathetic priests, the
briomning of theiv convent and school, and
their apparent abandonment by their
mother superior. With great persever-
ance, sexeral of the isters laboved to es-
tablish their convent in Little Falls
mnder diocesan supervision. When that
wis accomphshed. their institute hegan
to Homish untl today they have bhecome
an important teaching, missonury, and
nirsing order,

The bonus that the reader receives
from this history s the pleasure of mik-
ing the acquamiance of the author, Sister
Mary Assumptie Towould have been easy
to turn this wecount of her order intu a
prim. dull. but ale description of build-
ings and adiministration. The author has
not permitted that to happen. Instead
she has wllowed her own very evident
svyipathy. curiostty, and uncertainty w
be L‘X])l‘e\\ed. She is a good historian.
Fxtensive orchival vesearch and many
vears of personal reflection are abun-
danthy apparent v the narrative | find it
most refreshing that she has not at-
tempted to write a nentral, mulfed, 1m-
personal work. \Warnings against bias
have often been turned by nminmaginative
historians into justifications for extin-
ptishing their own points of view. That
hias not happened liere, and the reader
will certainly bless Sister My Assumpta
lor that. T turther snspect that the book
will he well read by future generations of
religions in the order and that it will pro-
voke many discussions. This s a work
which has ennched the histoyy of Min-
nesataand of religion in America.

ErNEsT R SAaNDEEN

BARNS ARE Amenca’s vernacular ar-
chitectuye They «vmbalize the agrarian
past and vadues of a nation that rvelue-
tanth: moved to town. Bach section of
the country has its own stvles of burns,
and each iy as indigenoms as the local
crops and the farmers” speecl. Farm
buildings of Wisconsm. hike those of
other states, reflect the various peoples
that settled there wnd the occupations

they pusucd. Between the covers of

Barus of Wisconyvin (Madison. Tamarack
Presse 19770 810.00) readers will dis-
cover fine prose, snperb water color and
pencil pictures about the bams, occupa-
tions. and valnes that are disappeanng
from the American landscape.

Author Jerey Appsandillustrator Allen
Strung (an architect) were reared on
iy in parts of Wisconsin that are, per-
haps. richer in landscape than soil fertil-
ity They acknowledge their debts to the
past and get about the business of por-
triving barns and raral lile without
undne sentimentality . Neither Apps noy

Strang is a trained historian, and yet
then work carries the authonty that
arises from study and mastery ol a sub-
ject — that is, scholarship In Strang's
words, Barius of Wisconsin is an attempt
“to produce a vecord ol a mosl important
part of our \Wiseongin legacy: the farm
barns and outbuildings ol our state duar-
ing its developmg vears.”

Readers may wish to compare this
volume with Erie Sloanes's An Age of
Bwrns (1966). Both introduce the reader
to the wysteries of ham design and
building, both are superbly illustrated
and cogently written. But unlike
Sloane’s work. Barns of Wisconsin is
about individual b:ums in definite places
where the originals mav be seen and
are still used.

Wisconsin's barus reHect several
dominant cthnie and wchitectural straing
and distinet purposes. Wisconsin s
blessed with English bav bums whose
central doovs open on a threshing foor
Havked by havmows, two-story Finnish
barns with cattle on the ground level and
lofts full of hay. and elaborate German
hank bams bult into hillsides so farmers
could diive loaded havricks into the lofts
above the stalls. The anthors frequently
digress From the techniques and details
to tell the story hehind the buildings,
For example. few barns exist trom the
15305 and 1560s. Until the [S70s Wis-
consin farners depended on wheat as «
ash crop. When disease. insects. and
soil exhaustion vinned erops in the late
TOs, farmers tumed to other enterprises,
meluding duirving. Until the 1850« dairy-
ing was a one- or two-cow affair for home
consumption and considered Twoman's
work.” After wheat failed. farmers turned
to dairying, but only after they over-
came the social stigmas attached to
“woman's work, " By 1900 Wisconsin wag
aJeading daivving state, a leader in co-
operatives and cheese factories. and the
home of the industry magazine. Hoard's
Dairymun.

Although populayly written and illus-
trated und relatively short (143 pages).
Burns of \Wisconsin packs a lot of infor-
mation backed by a respectable set ol
footnotes. Tt is a useful compendium for
any student of rural life, for it contans
details not found m standard tests. The
volume will also travel easily in good
company  with  state mups  and
guidebooks. The exact locations of the il-
lustrated burng are given — a positive
inducement for scholar and layman to
spend a Sunday outing studving the rel-
ics of social history before they, and the
life they svinbolize, change hevand re-
call.

R, NEWELL SEARLE



ince 1849, when it was chartered by the
first territorial legislature, the Minnesota Histor-
ical Society has been preserving a record of
the state’s history. Its outstanding library and
its vast collection of manuscripts,
newspapers, pictures, and museum objects reflect
this activity. The society also interprets Minne-

sota’s past, telling the story of the state

and region through publications, museum displays,

tours. institutes, and restoration of historic

sites. The work of the society is supported in

part by the state and in part by private
contributions, grants, and membership dues.

It is a chartered public institution governed by
an executive council of interested citizens

and belonging to all who support it through mem-
bership and participation in its programs. You

are cordially invited to use its resowrces

and to join in its efforts to make Minnesota a
community with a sense of strength from the past

and purpose for the futwre.
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