
Ojibwe artist Jeffrey Chapman brings a sly sense of humor and an equally sharp sense of design to his work.
Chapman makes his home and living in Minneapolis, where he paints, carves traditional flutes, and teaches
Native American art history. This painting offers a glimpse into the complexities of urban Indian life, where a
person surrounded by strangers may cherish a wealth of tribal and clan bonds and hold the north woods close
to his heart. “Being an artist who lives in the city yet loves the outdoors,” says Chapman, “I must try to blend the
Indian tradition with the urban contemporary ideas and images that surround me.”

A Chapman courting flute, handcrafted from cedar, is in the Society’s museum collections.

—Thomas O’Sullivan

Jeffrey Chapman (b. 1958),

Face in the Crowd

Watercolor on paper, 1992

From the Collections



 

Copyright of Minnesota History is the property of the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied or emailed to 
multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder’s 
express written permission.  Users may print, download, or email 
articles, however, for individual use. 
 
To request permission for educational or commercial use, contact us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.mnhs.org/mnhistory 

http://www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
mailto:permissions@mnhs.org?subject=Minnesota History magazine - Request permission for commercial or educational use�
www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
http://www.mnhs.org/�

