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Though the press and the well-to-do gushed over
its opulence, Titanic’s size was dictated in part by

more utilitarian concerns.
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From a certain point of view, Titanic was nothing more
than a fl eck of metal skimming across an expansive body

of water. Striking an iceberg was a scant possibility.
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In the ship’s fi nal, fatal moments, some abhorred the
thought of looking while others were compelled to look.



Survivors
Asplund, Johan Charles (third class)
Heading to brother Fred in Minneapolis

Douglas, Mahala (fi rst class) 
Returning to residence on Lake 
Minnetonka

Hedman, Oscar (third class) 
Returning to St. Paul leading 
immigrants

Johnson, Carl (third class) 
Traveling with Hedman to St. Paul; 
became a laborer

Lehmann, Bertha (second class) 
Heading to relatives in Iowa; 
eventually lived in Pequot Lakes

Leroy, Berthe (fi rst class) 
Returning to Lake Minnetonka with 
Douglases; Mahala’s maid until 1945

Lulic, Nicola (third class) 
Returning to employment in Virginia

Salkjelsvik, Anna (third class) 
Heading to sister Olivia in Proctor 

Silvey, Alice (fi rst class) 
Returning to residence in Duluth

Snyder, John & Nelle (fi rst class) 
Returning to residence in Minneapolis

Strandén, Juho (third class) 
Heading to Duluth

Turkula, Hedvig (third class) 
Heading to sons in Hibbing 

Willard, Constance (fi rst class) 
Returning to residence in Duluth

Victims
Ahlin, Johanna (third class) 
Returning to residence in Akeley

Carlsson, August (third class) 
Heading to visit brother in Tower 

Douglas, Walter (fi rst class) 
Returning to residence on Lake 
Minnetonka

Johansson, Karl (third class) 
Returning to residence in Duluth

Johnson, Malcolm “Sever” (third 
class) Returning to residence in 
Minneapolis

Lahtinen, Rev. William & Anna
(second class) Returning to a new 
home in Minneapolis

Moen, Sigurd (third class) 
Heading to Minneapolis

Nilsson, August (third class) 
Heading to St. Paul

Olsson, Elina (third class) 
Possibly heading to brother Olof 
Olsson in St. Paul

Peruschitz, Fr. Joseph (second class) 
Heading to Collegeville

Salander, Karl (third class) 
Heading to brother Ernest (Ernst) 
Gustaf Salander in Red Wing

Silvey, William (fi rst class) 
Returning to residence in Duluth

Søholt, Peter (third class) 
Heading to Minneapolis

Vendel, Olof (third class) 
Heading to relatives in St. Paul

Other Notables
Brereton, George (fi rst class) 
One of Titanic’s notorious cardsharps, 

November 12, 1874; survivor.

Chaffee, Herbert & Carrie (fi rst class) 
North Dakotans heading to St. Paul to 
visit son; victim (Herbert) and survivor.

Holverson, Alexander (fi rst class) 

Katavelos, Vasilios (third class) 
Heading to visit family in Milwaukee 
and then visit cousin John, a waiter at 
St. Paul’s Empress restaurant; victim.

Millet, Francis D. (fi rst class) 
Artist whose painting, The Treaty 
of Traverse des Sioux, hangs in the 
Minnesota state capitol. Heading 
to visit Harvard classmate Fred L. 
Chapman in St. Paul; victim.

Aboard the Titanic were 35 fi rst-, second-, and third-class passengers known to be journeying--or in some 

coterie mirrored Titanic’s legendary story practically point for point.
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Some survivors owned nothing but the clothes
they wore when abandoning ship.
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The unsinkable Titanic had sunk; who could say
what was and was not possible now?
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Notes



Fall 2007  267



 

Copyright of Minnesota History is the property of the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied or emailed to 
multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder’s 
express written permission.  Users may print, download, or email 
articles, however, for individual use. 
 
To request permission for educational or commercial use, contact us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.mnhs.org/mnhistory 

http://www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
mailto:permissions@mnhs.org?subject=Minnesota History magazine - Request permission for commercial or educational use�
www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
http://www.mnhs.org/�

