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A DELICATE BALANCE
The mix of religion, political affiliation, and home region of the 
centennial commissioners illustrates the delicate balancing act 
involved in creating a public body that allocates money. Includ-
ing resignations and reappointments, 17 people served on the 
15-member commission in 1957, with reappointments maintain-
ing the demographic balance and the three-way split among rep-
resentatives, senators, and gubernatorial appointees. Records 
show that eight commissioners were Catholic, seven were Prot-
estant, one was Jewish, and the affiliation of one could not be 
determined. In a time when the legislature was officially nonparti-
san, nine were Republicans or members of the Conservative cau-
cus; seven were in the Liberal caucus or active with the DFL, and 
the political bent of one is unknown. Nine commissioners hailed 
from the Twin Cities metropolitan area; the remaining eight were 
from all corners of the state.1

Despite charges, countercharges, and expectations at the 
time, ascribing purely partisan, religious, or regional reasons to 
commissioners’ stances on the emblem is difficult. Indeed, their 
votes could be evidence that supports historians’ observations 
that ethnic and religious differences were becoming less impor-
tant by the late 1950s.2

In January 1957, eight of the ten commissioners present 
voted to retain the cross. Four were Catholic: two Liberal, two Con-
servative; three urban, and one rural. Four were Protestant: three 

-
sioners opposing inclusion of the cross were Conservative: one 
rural, religion not listed (but likely of Protestant heritage—and the 
only commissioner to vote “no” twice), and one urban Protestant.

In October’s ten-to-three vote, those opposing the cross were 
the rural Conservative of unknown religious affiliation, an urban 
Jew, and an urban, liberal Catholic. The abstentions were a rural 
Protestant Liberal and an urban Protestant Conservative who had 
earlier favored retention. Those in favor of the cross thus repre-
sented the spectrum of Christian denominations, political affilia-
tions, and places of residence.

Sources
1. Listing religion, of course, does not mean that an individual practiced or 

shared all of its tenets. Votes recorded in MSCC, minutes, Jan. 18, 1957, p. 21, 
-

ers, here and below, from Minnesota Legislative Reference Library, “Legislators 
Past and Present,” www.leg.mn/legdb (all entries accessed Mar. 22, 2008); local 
newspapers, mostly obituaries; Who’s Who in American Politics, 1967–68;  and 
the 1941 and 1958 Who’s Who in Minnesota, the latter a centennial publication.

2. Delton, Making Minnesota Liberal, 151–54; John T. McGreevy, Catholicism
and American Freedom: A History (New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 2003), 208–12.
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Minnnesota’s Statehood Sesquicentennial has avoided the controversy of the
centennial. For events and information, see www.mn150years.org.
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