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“CHAPTER ONE: I AM BORN.”

Th ese babies are our

people . . . our soldiers

and sailors and miners

and farmers and riveters

and “government girls.”
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“MOVIES WERE OUR CULTURE.”

“Movies were our culture,

which means they were

the set of examples and

symbols by which we

understood our world.”
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“I WAS TWENTY . . . AND KNEW NOTHING.”
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“IT’S AMAZING WHAT HUNGER CAN DO.”
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“I taught him the job and when it came

payday I found out he made more money

than I did. And that made me mad.”

“I’M DOING THE SAME JOB.”



“IF WE COULD ONLY SEE THE END
OF THIS WAR.”

Th e lett ers tell an eloquent, if commonplace,

story—of loving you, and missing you,

of boredom, and laundry, and gossip and

the weather, and how’s the baby?
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“THEY’RE PRAYING. I’M PRAYING.”

“I saw two airplanes

blow up. Th ere

was a lot of that.

And very scary.”



238  Minnesota History

“I USED TO CARRY ONE ON EACH HIP.”

Each hut—with running

water, a bathroom,

windows that couldn’t

be opened, and frost

forming on interior walls

in the winter—was home

to two families.
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“AND THE G.I. BILL PAID FOR IT.”
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“YOU GOT MARRIED WITHOUT
REALLY THINKING.”

“I STILL WONDER. . .”
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“War is no way to solve problems.

You got a problem, then talk it

out, fi gure it out, but don’t kill

each other for it.”
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Visit the Minnesota’s Greatest Generation project’s
comprehensive, award-winning website, at http://
www.mnhs.org/people/mngg/index.htm.
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Notes




