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In addition to the sesquicentennial of the 
Civil War, this year marks the 150th “birthday” of one 

of the Minnesota Historical Society’s most significant  
objects: the William Crooks, the first locomotive to  
operate in the state.

Smith & Jackson, one of several locomotive builders 
located in Paterson, New Jersey, assembled the Crooks in 
1861 and shipped it by rail to La Crosse, Wisconsin. 
There the engine was loaded onto a barge and towed up 
the Mississippi River to St. Paul, where it arrived to great 
fanfare on September 9. The locomotive spent that first 
winter in a makeshift shed. Once track and cars were in 
place the next summer, the William Crooks pulled Min-
nesota’s first train on a ten-mile trip from St. Paul to St. 
Anthony on June 28, 1862. Among the passengers were 
Governor Alexander Ramsey, former Governor Henry 
Sibley, and William Crooks, the nascent railroad’s chief 
engineer for whom the locomotive was named.

The William Crooks operated without incident until 
1868, when a roundhouse fire nearly destroyed it. Rebuilt, 
the locomotive spent the next three decades in active ser-

vice. Around 1900, with trains growing longer and cargos 
heavier, the Crooks was sidelined for scrapping. Legend 
has it that James J. Hill himself rescued the locomotive 
from the cutting torch in 1908, when he had it refur-
bished to pull an excursion train for his seventieth birth-
day. The engine began a glamorous second career as an 
ambassador for Hill’s Great Northern Railway, traveling 
the system to attend special events and generate public-
ity. It even made appearances alongside other historic  
locomotives at railroad exhibitions in Baltimore, New 
York, and Chicago.

Retirement finally came in 1954, when the Great 
Northern placed the venerable engine on exhibit in the 
lobby of St. Paul’s Union Depot. On June 28, 1962, the 
railroad gifted the William Crooks to the Minnesota  
Historical Society, 100 years to the day after its historic 
first run. In 1975, after Amtrak trains stopped calling at 
the depot, the Crooks was moved by truck to the Lake  
Superior Railroad Museum in Duluth, where it remains 
on loan—and on view—today.

—Matt Anderson, objects curator

William Crooks, 1928, its nameboard, and controls (MHS COLLECTIONS)
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ANISHINAANBE SYNDICATED
A View from the Rez

JIM NORTHRUP
Introduction by Margaret Noori

Between 1989 and 2001, Indian Country 
saw enormous changes in treaty rights, 
casino gambling, language renewal, 
and tribal sovereignty. Jim Northrup, a 
thoroughly modern traditional Ojibwe man, 
witnessed it all. With humor sometimes 
gentle, sometimes biting, sometimes broad, 
these essays tally the changes, year by year.

PAPERBACK, $17.95 (MHS MEMBER DISCOUNT, 10%) 
ALSO AVAILABLE IN E-BOOK FORMATS FROM POPULAR 
E-BOOK VENDORS

Now in paper

THE FOUR HILLS OF LIFE
Ojibwe Wisdom

THOMAS PEACOCK
Photographs by Marlene Wisuri

With text and activities developed by 
Ojibwe elder and educator Thomas Peacock 
and heavily illustrated with photographs 
by Marlene Wisuri, The Four Hills of Life 

describes the journey taken by previous generations of Ojibwe and the 
relevance of these life lessons for young readers today.

PAPERBACK, $19.95 (MHS MEMBER DISCOUNT, 10%)

SHELTER
SARAH STONICH

A little cabin is both a tie to the past and a 
promise for the future for a woman seeking 
to continue a family tradition in Minnesota’s 
north country.

HARDCOVER, $24.95 (MHS MEMBER DISCOUNT, 10%) 
ALSO AVAILABLE IN E-BOOK FORMATS FROM POPULAR  
E-BOOK VENDORS

IN THE MOOD FOR MUNSINGWEAR
Minnesota’s Claim to Underwear Fame

SUSAN MARKS

A peek under the fabric of American  
life with one of the country’s most  
successful manufacturers of intimate 
apparel.

Coming in May 2011—a Munsingwear 
exhibit at the Minnesota History Center. 
See www.minnesotahistorycenter.org/
exhibits.

HARDCOVER, $27.95  
(MHS MEMBER DISCOUNT, 10%)

A View
From The Rez

Jim Northrup
Introduction by Margaret Noori

New Books from the Minnesota Historical Society Press

MHS Press books are found wherever fine books are sold, including the MHS museum store. Check out www.mhspress.org for more information 
on our books and author events or to download our latest catalog. 

Join MHS Press on Facebook, Twitter, and Meetup and at our blog, www.10000books.org.
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Copyright of Minnesota History is the property of the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied or emailed to 
multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder’s 
express written permission.  Users may print, download, or email 
articles, however, for individual use. 
 
To request permission for educational or commercial use, contact us. 
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