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L ate fall sends in colder weather, signaling midwesterners to 
bring in the docks, cut down the gardens, and prepare for the 

holidays. With these rituals in mind, the Curator’s Choice in this 
issue features a shofar created sometime before 1856 and used 
during autumn’s High Holidays at Mount Zion Temple in St. Paul. 
In this presidential election year, I find myself reflecting not only 
on all the potential that democracy has to offer Americans, but also 
on what makes Minnesota a special place to so many people. To 
name a few: A land of 10,000 lakes, or so the saying goes. Home to 
17 Fortune 500 companies and fertile ground for growing business. 
A flourishing arts scene that is richly supported by arts funders and 
philanthropists.

In this issue, we feature three Minnesota stories from these areas 
of the environment, business, and the arts:

•	 An examination of the Rabbit Lake environmental law cases, 
which epitomize Minnesota’s struggle to reconcile public and  
private rights, so deftly explained by author Paul Kilgore;

•	 A historical narrative of Carrie Lippincott, the businesswoman  
behind the Lippincott Seed empire, portrayed by Jennifer  
Huebscher;

•	 A remembrance of four influential Minnesota artists who  
have recently died, written by former MNHS fine-art curator 
Brian Szott. 

Historians often say: Everything is connected. History shows that 
not only are the public and private sectors connected, but also the 
struggles and successes of people within each one are, too. And the 
picture isn’t always rosy. In the environment, we may be loving our 
lakes to death, according to a book highlighted in our Take Three 
section, Ripple Effects: How We’re Loving Our Lakes to Death. In the 
history of business, there are many stories of discrimination and bias 
that we continue to unravel. And while we have a long history of art-
ists finding a home in Minnesota, that vibrant arts scene is impacted 
as rents rise, arts education dwindles, and demand for more social 
services challenge philanthropic support.

This issue also has articles on the Washburn Park Water Tower, 
women in sports, longtime MNHS member and supporter Lorraine 
Hart, and a review written by scholar Karen Sieber on the new MNHS 
Press book Red Stained: The Life of Hilda Simms, by Jokeda “JoJo” Bell.

In closing, we’d like to welcome two new MNHS Press staff mem-
bers: John Rahm, the new director and publisher of the Press; and 
Ryan Hemmer, who steps in as acquisitions editor for our adult non-
fiction titles. We’re thrilled to have them on the team!

Pam McClanahan
Editor, Minnesota History
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Editor’s Note



 
 
 

 
 
Copyright of Minnesota History is the property of the Minnesota 
Historical Society, and its content may not be copied or emailed to 
multiple sites or users or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder’s 
express written permission:  contact us. 
 
Individuals may print or download articles for personal use. 
 
To request permission for educational or commercial use, contact us. 
Include the author’s name and article title in the body of your message. But 
first-- 
 
If you think you may need permission, here are some guidelines: 
 
Students and researchers 

• You do not need permission to quote or paraphrase portions of an 
article, as long as your work falls within the fair use provision of 
copyright law. Using information from an article to develop an 
argument is fair use. Quoting brief pieces of text in an unpublished 
paper or thesis is fair use. Even quoting in a work to be published 
can be fair use, depending on the amount quoted. Read about fair 
use here: http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html 

• You should, however, always credit the article as a source for your 
work. 

 
Teachers 

• You do not need permission to incorporate parts of an article into 
a lesson. 

• You do need permission to assign an article, either by 
downloading multiple copies or by sending students to the online 
pdf. There is a small per-copy use fee for assigned reading. 
Contact us for more information. 
 

About Illustrations 
• Minnesota History credits the sources for illustrations at the end 

of each article. Minnesota History itself does not hold copyright 
on images and therefore cannot grant permission to reproduce 
them. 

• For information on using illustrations owned by the Minnesota 
Historical Society, see MHS Library FAQ.  
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