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Long before I joined the Minnesota Historical Society (MNHS)  
  team, I was an admirer of this amazing and yet imperfect orga­

nization. As a public history professional, I knew I could look to the 
MNHS and find innovation, excellence, and relevance. It was not 
enough to preserve and interpret the past. 

Every day the MNHS wrestles with why it matters and then boldly 
proclaims that, in fact, “History Matters!” Through every program, 
publication, exhibit, collection, service, and event, the Society strives 
to demonstrate how and why history matters. This pursuit takes us to 
places of discovery, empathy, pain, inspiration, hope, and sometimes 
transformation. 

What a journey the first 175 years have been—full of learning, 
growing (in all senses of the word), and yes, impact! We are grateful 
to have one of the largest state historical society memberships in the 
country. We are proud of how our network of sites and museums has 
served millions of visitors. For more than 100 years, Minnesotans and 
beyond have engaged with this magazine and some of the most rigor­
ous scholarship on our state’s history. And for over three decades, 
sixth graders have used our Minnesota history textbook, Northern 
Lights. Yet, so often the impact is felt on an individual level. Recently, 
I met one of our college interns. Emma is now a sophomore at St. Olaf 
College. She shared her joy when she learned she would be an MNHS 
intern, excited for the opportunity to further explore her dual love of 
history and multimedia. Who knows where that will lead!

While much of our story is worth celebrating, we are humbled 
and called to account when history requires a reckoning. I’m remem­
bering a conversation I had with a gentleman after a presentation 
I gave shortly after arriving here years ago. I was inspired by his 
combination of humility and accountability as he encountered 
difficult history. He told me, “Sometimes I have to get comfortable 
being uncomfortable because that is when I grow.” Our institutional 
growth is exhibited regularly at MNHS. One example is the creation 
of our Native American Undergraduate Museum Fellows (NAUMF) 
program. The fellows connect deeply with their own histories and 
their capstone projects inspire us to reflect on themes of identity, 
heritage, and place. Today we have more than 100 alumni from this 
program making an impact across the historical and cultural sector.

In reflecting on the Society’s 175 years, I find myself gravitating 
to the people and relationships that make MNHS such a strong 
organization. From our board members of the Executive Council to 
MNHS members and donors, from colleagues at the History Center 
and sites throughout the state to our volunteers and interns, and 
from community partners to legislators, there is and always has 
been a deep commitment to steward our Minnesota history well. 
Happy 175th, MNHS!

—Kent Whitworth, Director and CEO, MNHS
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Copyright of Minnesota History is the property of the Minnesota 
Historical Society, and its content may not be copied or emailed to 
multiple sites or users or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder’s 
express written permission:  contact us. 
 
Individuals may print or download articles for personal use. 
 
To request permission for educational or commercial use, contact us. 
Include the author’s name and article title in the body of your message. But 
first-- 
 
If you think you may need permission, here are some guidelines: 
 
Students and researchers 

• You do not need permission to quote or paraphrase portions of an 
article, as long as your work falls within the fair use provision of 
copyright law. Using information from an article to develop an 
argument is fair use. Quoting brief pieces of text in an unpublished 
paper or thesis is fair use. Even quoting in a work to be published 
can be fair use, depending on the amount quoted. Read about fair 
use here: http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html 

• You should, however, always credit the article as a source for your 
work. 

 
Teachers 

• You do not need permission to incorporate parts of an article into 
a lesson. 

• You do need permission to assign an article, either by 
downloading multiple copies or by sending students to the online 
pdf. There is a small per-copy use fee for assigned reading. 
Contact us for more information. 
 

About Illustrations 
• Minnesota History credits the sources for illustrations at the end 

of each article. Minnesota History itself does not hold copyright 
on images and therefore cannot grant permission to reproduce 
them. 

• For information on using illustrations owned by the Minnesota 
Historical Society, see MHS Library FAQ.  
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