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Winlink Basic Setup



Before we begin...
You will need...

Winlink Express: https://winlink.org/WinlinkExpress

UZ7HO Soundmodem: http://uz7.ho.ua/packetradio.htm

VARA FM: https://rosmodem.wordpress.com/

https://winlink.org/WinlinkExpress
http://uz7.ho.ua/packetradio.htm
https://rosmodem.wordpress.com/


How Do I Find 
RMS Gateways?

1. Within Winlink
a. Session -> Channel Selector

2. Using Winlink.org
a. https://winlink.org/RMSChann

els
3. APRS

a. APRS.fi

b. aprsdirect.com

https://winlink.org/RMSChannels
https://winlink.org/RMSChannels


Signalink/
XGComms

DRA/RIM50 Built-In (ICOM, 
Yaesu)

TNC

Device

Pros VARA FM, Packet
VARA HF, Ardop
NBEMS
HRD, etc.
Wide compatibility

VARA FM Wide
Packet

VARA FM, Packet
VARA HF, Ardop
NBEMS
HRD, etc.

Additional features 
like BBS, etc.

Cons No VARA FM Wide No NBEMS
No Winlink HF

No VARA FM Wide No VARA FM or HF
No Winmor or 
Ardop

Best for Field Operators
Interoperability

Gateways
Winlink FM

Field Operators
Interoperability



WL2K Properties 1

● Call Sign
● My Password
● Password recovery e-mail (!)
● My Grid Square
● Service Codes

○ PUBLIC = public
○ EMCOMM = private, use 

with permission only



WL2K Properties 2

Check

● Display list of pending incoming 
messages prior to download

● Fill in as much information as 
you are comfortable with

● Click on Update



Winlink Console
New Message
Inbox
Outbox
Open Session Start
Session Selection



Compose and Post

1. Start  New Message
○ Click on New Message Icon
○ Message -> New Message…

2. Compose message
○ Enter address in To:
○ Enter Subject:
○ Enter Message 
○ Verify Send as: 

3. Post to Outbox



Verify message is posted in Outbox



Exercise 1
Compose, post and send a 

Winlink message via Telnet

3 Step Process:

1. Compose: Start and compose a 
new message

2. Post: Post message to Outbox
3. Send: Open a Session and Start 

the connection to send



Winlink Guides - Getting Started 
with Soundcard Interfaces

Packet
https://winlink.org/content/packet_radio_winlink_uz7ho_software_us
ing_sound_card_interfaces_signalink_dra_built_in_2019

VARA FM
https://winlink.org/content/vara_fm_quick_setup_vara_fm_305_and_
higher_signalink

https://winlink.org/content/packet_radio_winlink_uz7ho_software_using_sound_card_interfaces_signalink_dra_built_in_2019
https://winlink.org/content/packet_radio_winlink_uz7ho_software_using_sound_card_interfaces_signalink_dra_built_in_2019
https://winlink.org/content/vara_fm_quick_setup_vara_fm_305_and_higher_signalink
https://winlink.org/content/vara_fm_quick_setup_vara_fm_305_and_higher_signalink


Fix the Scaling Behavior

1) Right-click the "RMS Express" shortcut 
and select "Properties"
2) Click "Compatibility" tab
3) Click “Change high DPI settings”
4) Check "Override high DPI Scaling 
behavior. Scaling performed by:"
5)  Select "System (Enhanced)" or “System” 
in the drop-down box
6) Click "OK"
7) Click “OK”


