
DIY Self-Watering Container Gardens
Save water. Save time. Grow healthier plants.

What Is a Self-Watering Container?
A self-watering container stores water in a hidden reservoir beneath the soil. Moisture rises through a
wick or the soil itself, giving your plants just what they need—no daily watering required!
Key Benefits:
- Less frequent watering
- Consistent soil moisture
- Stronger root growth
- Reduced water waste

Basic Components:
1. Reservoir – holds the water below
2. Wick – fabric, rope, or soil that draws water upward
3. Overflow hole – prevents flooding
4. Potting mix – lightweight and breathable
5. Plant chamber – where roots grow

3 Easy DIY Options
1. Plastic Bottle Planter
Cut a 2-liter bottle in half. Invert the top into the bottom. Thread a fabric wick through the bottle neck.
Add soil and a small plant on top, water below. Perfect for herbs, kitchen windows, or classroom
projects.

2. Bucket-in-Bucket System
Nest two 5-gallon buckets. Drill holes in the upper bucket’s base and insert a pipe or cup with wicking
material. Add a side overflow hole. Fill with soil and plant vegetables. Great for patios or balconies.

3. Foam Cooler or Raised Box
Use a Styrofoam cooler or wooden box lined with plastic. Create a gravel layer for the reservoir, then
top with soil. Insert a fill pipe for easy watering. Ideal for small veggie gardens.

Maintenance Tips
- Refill weekly
- Clean monthly
- Keep wick touching both soil and water
- Block sunlight to avoid algae
- Include overflow holes

Best Plants



■ Herbs: basil, parsley, mint
■ Veggies: tomatoes, peppers, lettuce
■ Flowers: marigolds, petunias
■ Skip: succulents and cacti

Sustainability Bonus
Reuse bottles, buckets, and coolers. Cut water use by up to 50%. Keep your garden thriving—even on
vacation!

Resources
BalconyGardenWeb.com – DIY Self-Watering Container Ideas

Quick Challenge: Pick one plant and build it a self-watering home. It’s simple, sustainable, and your
plants will thank you!
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