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Jill Hill, Director
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HOLLOWAY FUNERAL HOME
Nathaniel Holloway, Owner
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nhseedtime@aol.com
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Layla is a gorgeous 2 year old Belgian Malinois/German
Shepherd mix with a big brain, big energy, and an even
bigger heart. Kennel life is tough on her - she’s an active girl
who needs room to move and a family who understands her
working-breed drive.

She’s wonderful with kids, selective with dogs, and absolutely
not a fan of cats. What she wants most is space, structure, and
someone who sees her potential.

If you're looking for a loyal, athletic partner who's eager to
shine, Layla is waiting.
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2502 Sugar Creek Rd, Alexander City, AL 35010
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Tyler Droke, Eternal Frames Photography
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Advertising
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tatha@bestversionmedia.com
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Feedback/Ideas/Submissions:

Have feedback, ideas or submissions?

We are always happy to hear from you!
Deadlines for submissions are the 1st of each
month. Go to www.bestversionmedia.com
and click “Submit content.” You may also
email your thoughts, ideas and photos to
vhodges@bestversionmedia.com

Serving the communities of:

Lake Martin and Dadeville,
Bolton Cove, Emerald Shores, Long Leaf,
Marina Marin, Paces BIuff, StillWaters, The

Harbor, The Preserve at Stoney Ridge, The Ridge,
The Village at Lake Martin,Trillium, Willow Point,

Windermere, Windover, Cascades at Sandy
Creek, Susannah Crossing and more.

Content Submission Deadlines:

Content Due: Edition Date:
JANUAIY 3o March
February28..
MAFCH 31

August 31..
September 30 ... November
OCtOber 3 ... December
November 30 ..., January

December 31 . ... February

We are always happy to hear from you!
Email your submission to
vhodges@bestversionmedia.com

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns,
advertisements and advertorials are not necessarily
endorsed by or represent the views of Best Version Media
(BVM) or any municipality, hommeowners associations,
businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM
is not responsible for the reliability, suitability or timeliness
of any content submitted, inclusive of materials generated
or composed through artificial intelligence (Al). All content
submitted is done so at the sole discretion of the submitting
party. © 2026 Best Version Media. All rights reserved.
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Summer is in full swing, and there is no finer place to celebrate it than right here on
the shores of Lake Martin. We hope your hearts (and your boats) are ready for the
festivities ahead.

We are especially excited to welcome back the Lake Martin Songwriters Festival,
July 23rd-26th. This beloved tradition brings world-class singer-songwriters to our
lakeside stages for a weekend of intimate, soul-stirring performances.

Then, on the evening of July 4th, don't miss the annual Independence Day Concert
and Fireworks Spectacular at the AMP on Lake Martin. Live music followed by a
breathtaking fireworks display launched right over the water. It is the highlight of sum-
mer for good reason; we hope to see you there.

July is packed with fun for the whole family. Be sure to flip to the Calendar of Events
section for a full listing of activities, socials, and ways to make the most of this won-
derful summer month.

From our families to yours, Happy 4th of July, and enjoy every moment on this beau-
tiful lake.

D Vhnee Foctyep

Content Coordinator

ETERNAL FRAMES
PHOTOGRAPHY

Be present in your moment,
we’ll make sure it lasts forever.

Seniors | Graduates | Families

Book your session today!
(334) 750-7900

www.eternalframesphotography.com
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SATURDAY, JULY 4TH
250TH INDEPENDENCE DAY

LAKE MARTIN EVENTS

WEEKLY ON SUNDAYS

CHURCH IN THE PINES
@ 200 Kowaliga Marina Rd, Eclectic

July 5th: John Ed Mathison
July 12th: Chuck Hasty
July 19th: Chuck Roberts

July 26th: Julie Holly
Time: 9:00 a.m.

WEEKLY ON SUNDAYS

LAKE MARTIN MISSION CHURCH (PCA)
@ Watson Chapel, 2229 E. Cotton Rd.

Time: 9:00 a.m.

WEEKLY ON MONDAY

TRIVIA NIGHT
@ Martin’s at Lake Martin

Time: 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
WEEKLY ON TUESDAY AND THURSDAY

CHARITY BINGO NIGHT AND

TRIVIA NIGHT
@ Niffer’s at Lake Martin

Time: 6:00 p.m.

WEEKLY ON WEDNESDAY

STORY TIME AT MAMIE PLACE
@ Mamie’s Place Children’s Library

Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

WEEKLY ON THURSDAY

CHARITY BINGO
@ Elk’s Lodge

Time: 6:30 p.m.

WEEKLY ON SATURDAY

FARMER'S MARKET
@ Downtown Alexander City

Time: 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

WEEKLY ON SATURDAY

YOGA ON THE GREEN
@ Town Green at Russell Crossroads

Time: 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.

WIND CREEK STATE PARK EVENTS

July 4th, Tith, 18th & 25th:
Weekly Birdwatching

July 5th, 19th: Painting in the Park

4 ILAKE MARTINZ

PLEASE CHECK THE STATUS OF

July 12th: Eco Tours

July 12th: Evening Stroll

July 17th: Campfire Talk: Frog Calls

July 18th: Tarp Tent Workshop

For times and other info:
alaparks.com/parks/wind-creek-state-park/
park-events

FRIDAY ON THE GREEN
@ Russell Crossroads

July 3rd: Jonathan Bloom
July 10th: Russell Craig
July 17th: Jilla Webb

July 31st: Heydin McDaniel
Time: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

INSIDE THE LISTENING ROOM
@ Zazu's Veranduh

July 2nd: The Campbell’s & Friends
July 3rd: 0dd Alice

July 9th: George Maddox

July 16th: Trey Foshee

July 30th: Johnny Sansone and
Rurik Nunan

Time: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

IN CONCERT

@ Lake Martin Pizza Co. Hwy 63
July 1st: Blackberry Breeze

July 2nd: Twenty Short

July 3rd: Dixie Red

July 11th: Graydon Duo

July 17th: Charles Forbus

July 18th: Leah Slaughter

July 31st: Slagheap
Time: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

IN CONCERT

@ Lake Martin Pizza Co. Dadeville
July 2nd: Slagheap

July 3rd: Breakfast at Midnight
July 10th: Naked Water Band
July T1th: Jonathan Bloom
July 17th: Chase Tibbets

July 18th: Zach Mannino

July 24th: Chad Jernigan

July 31st: Blue 0ld Stand

Time: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

EVENTS BEFORE ATTENDING

IN CONCERT

@ Chuck's Marina

July 2nd: Trey Foshee

July 3rd: 0dd Alice

July 9th: Jonboy Story Performance
July 16th: Alex Walker

July 23rd: Blane Rudd

July 30th: Jonathan Bloom
Time: 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
IN CONCERT

@ Martin’s at Lake Martin
July 3rd: The Buck Wild Band
July 4th: The Crossfire Band
July 10th: Blane Rudd

July 17th: River Dan Band
Time: 8:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 2ND

BINGO NIGHT
@ Martin’s at Lake Martin

Time: 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 4TH

FOURTH OF JULY BOAT PARADE
@ Kowaliga Marina

Time: 10:00 a,m, - 11:00 a.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 4TH

CONCERT AND FIREWORKS
@ The AMP on Lake Martin

Time: 6:30 p.m. -10:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY NTH

ACOUSTIC JAM SESSION
@ Dadeville Performing Arts Center

Time: 9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 18TH
LIONS LAKE MARTIN

CHARITY POKER RUN
@ Kowaliga Marina

Time: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 23RD -
SUNDAY, JULY 26TH

LAKE MARTIN SONGWRITERS FESTIVAL
@ the shores of Kowaliga Bay

Time: All Day



SATURDAY, JULY 25TH

LAKE MARTIN SONGWRITERS
FESTIVAL CONCERT FEATURING
THE MARCUS KING BAND

@ The AMP on Lake Martin

Time: 6:00p .m. - 10:00 p.m.

MONDAY, JULY 27TH

PAINT AND POUR NIGHT
@ Martin’s at Lake Martin

Time: 6:30 p.m.

AUBURN EVENTS

SATURDAY, JULY 4TH

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION
@ Duck Samford Stadium

Time: 5:00 p.m. gates open

OPELIKA EVENTS

FRIDAY, JULY 3RD

73RD ANNUAL FREEDOM CELEBRATION
@ Opelika High School

Time: 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
FRIDAY, JULY 17TH
FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY

@ Downtown QOpelika
Time: 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

£ \ W NONPROFIT CORNER

THE OAKS COLLABORATIVE

CULTIVATING CHRIST-CENTERED RELATIONSHIPS

Helping Students Find Their People, Place, and Purpose

BY ABBY DEWBERRY

Each fall, thousands of students arrive on campus
carrying more than just boxes and backpacks.
They bring questions, hopes, and a quiet search
for where they belong. For many in the Auburn
area, that search begins before classes ever start,
through a weekend designed to ground them in
something deeper.

The heart behind Oaks Collaborative is simple but
intentional: root students in faith, surround them
with community, and help them step into college
with clarity and purpose.

Founded by Trace Hamiter in 2012 through a col-
laboration of local churches and campus ministries
in the area to welcome incoming freshmen and
transfer students, The Oaks Collaborative is now a
registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit, partnering with local
churches and campus ministries across the coun-
try to host Christ-centered, three-day retreats for
4,000 incoming freshmen and transfer students.
This year, there are 25 retreats across the country
scheduled late July through the end of August.

But what makes it unique isn’t just its size. It's who
leads it.

The retreats are almost entirely student-driven.
Around 1,500 upperclassmen will step into lead-
ership roles as counselors, small group leaders,
and mentors this summer, giving up their own time
to invest in students they’ve never met.

“Our ministry oversees systems and infrastruc-
ture,” Hamiter explains, “but it's really stu-
dent-powered. It's a strong student leadership
team, and student counselors are the ones
sacrificing of their own time because they want
to invest in those freshmen.”

Over the course of the weekend, students gather
for worship, small group conversations, and shared
experiences that help break down the awkward-
ness of those first college days. The goalis not just
a meaningful weekend. It’s a lasting foundation.

Students leave with friendships formed, con-
nections to local churches and ministries, and a
clearer sense of how they want to live out their
faith during college.

That sense of purpose is rooted in the organiza-
tion’s guiding verse from Isaiah 61:3, calling stu-
dents to become “oaks of righteousness.” It’s a
picture of strength, stability, and growth, qualities
that don’t happen overnight, but begin with inten-
tional roots.

More than a decade in, Oaks Collaborative con-
tinues to grow, not just in numbers, but in impact.
Each year, a new group of students arrives unsure
of what college will hold. And each year, many
of them leave that first weekend with something
steady to hold onto.

In a season of life defined by change, Oaks Col-
laborative offers something consistent. A place to
belong, people to walk with, and a foundation that
lasts well beyond the first day of class.

To find a retreat or support their mission, please
visit theoakscollaborative.com.

Imaglne your home, totally organized!

CALL FOR A FREE IN-HOME
DESIGN CONSULTATION AND ESTIMATE

(D byBesion

:%% Custom Closets
Garage Cabinets

Home Offices
Wall Beds

Wall Organizers
Pantries
Laundries

Wall Units
Hobby Rooms
Garage Flooring
Media Centers
and more...

G80ac

SPECIAL FINANCING FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call your designer for details. Not available in all areas.

256-827-4081 « www.closetsbydesign.com

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED! LICENSED AND INSURED.

40% orr

PLUS Free Installation

avextra 1390 oFr
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If you spend any time on the water at Lake Martin, there's a good
chance you've spotted them, a family of four on a boat, watching
the sun sink behind the pines, someone on a paddleboard, laughter
carrying across the cove. That's the Fullers: Lori, Mark, Brooks, and
Brady. And if their story sounds like a lot to take in, that's because it
genuinely is.

The family has called Auburn home for decades, settling for the last
fourteen years in the Grove Hill subdivision, drawn by its mature
trees, winding sidewalks, pond-side beauty, and the kind of neigh-
borhood where everybody knows your name and kids play ball in
the street until dark. "South Auburn is just so convenient," Lori says,
"close to campus, downtown, TigerTown, and it has this wonderful
community feel that's hard to find anywhere else."

Since 2021, they've also claimed a second home at Lake Martin:
a condo in Stillwaters at Villas on the Harbor in Dadeville, where
weekends mean boating, skiing, wave running, paddleboarding,
and watching those legendary sunsets from the back of the boat.

ILAKE MARTINZ

A BASEBALL FAMILY

Ask anyone who knows the Fullers what defines them, and the
answer comes quickly: baseball. Mark played at Auburn from 1988
t0 1992, then spent five years in professional baseball before
transitioning to coaching, first as pitching coach at NC State, then
back home at Auburn from 2000 to 2004. Since 2015, he has
been Auburn Baseball's color commentator for ESPN and the SEC
Network, a beloved voice for Tiger fans across the country. He is
also co-owner of P360 Sports Performance, a youth baseball and
softball training facility where the next generation of players learns
the game.

The Fuller sons carried the tradition forward with pride. Brooks
played at Auburn from 2018 to 2022. Brady suited up at Troy Uni-
versity before transferring to the University of Houston, where he
competed in 2025.

Both brothers were members of the Auburn High School state
championship baseball teams — Brooks in 2018, Brady in 2021.



And Lori? She was an AU Diamond Doll, Auburn Baseball's hostess
program, rounding out what is almost certainly the most thoroughly
baseball-devoted household in the state of Alabama.

Their travels as a baseball family have taken them from California to
Cape Cod, from Texas to Florida, and plenty of states in between.
But the most cherished trips of all were to Omaha, Nebraska, for the
College World Series, once on Father's Day weekend when Brooks
was a freshman in 2019, and again when he was a senior in 2022.

"Those two trips are ones we'll never forget," the family says simply.

A WORKING FAMILY

The Fullers are, by any measure, a family that works as hard as they
play. Between the four of them, they run businesses, serve clients,
train athletes, coach minds, and sell homes, all while staying deeply
rooted in the Auburn/Lake Martin community they love.

- Lori Fuller, Realtor, eXp Realty

- Mark Fuller, Life Coach & Public Speaker -

« Mark Fuller, Owner & Personal Trainer, Fuller Fitness
« Mark Fuller, Co-owner, P360 Sports Performance

- Mark Fuller, ESPN/SEC Network, Auburn Baseball
Color Commentator

- Brooks Fuller, Founder & CEO, Room2Room Movers -
Auburn & Ole Miss

- Brady Fuller, Server, Botanic & will begin training program for a
commercial insurance company in October

DAD ON THE CLOCK — BY COACH MARK FULLER

Mark's first book, published in March 2026, was born from a simple,
powerful moment: a father coaching his son as he reels in a fish,
steady, patient, and present. In a world of constant distraction, Dad
on the Clock, is a call to step into fatherhood with intention.

Through personal stories, lessons from decades of coaching, and
a foundation of faith, Mark challenges men to show up, lead their
families, and invest deeply in their children's lives. It is not a lecture,
it is an invitation. An invitation to be present, to lead with purpose,
and to become the father your family needs. Available on Amazon
or as a signed copy at coachmarkfuller.com.

The book is a natural extension of Mark's broader coaching work.
With over thirty years of experience guiding athletes, men, and
women through life's challenges, he offers Clarity Coaching, Growth
Sessions, and customized programs designed to help people cut
through the noise and discover who they were truly meant to be.

Auburn's own Mayor Ron Anders and Auburn head baseball coach
Butch Thompson are among those who speak to Mark's impact. "He
is a sought-after speaker and has displayed a Christian character that
has been a difference makerin our community," Coach Thompson says.

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK GARDNER LANDSCAPING, LLC FOR SPONSORING THIS MONTH’S FEATURE.

LANDSCAPING, LLC

Best Price for Large and Small Trees,

Shrubs and Privacy Screens

Landscape Installation | Privacy Screens | Hardscape

Landscape Maintenance | Re Forest-Station
Irrigation | Yard Cleanups Shade Trees | Lighting
Drainage & Erosion Control

Full-Service Landscape | Licensed and Insured

256-307-7044

GARDNERLANDSCAPINGLLC.COM

GardnerLandscap1ng6@gmall.com

" BEAT THE RUSH —
PLAN YOUR PERFECT YARD!

CALL TODAY FORA FREE
CONSULTATION!

&
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BORN FROM KINDNESS

Some of the best businesses start not with a business plan, but with
a mother's heart. In the spring of 2020, as the pandemic shuttered
Auburn University's campus mid-semester, Lori noticed desperate
posts flooding AU parent pages on Facebook.

Students had left for spring break and were now stranded, unable to
return to their dorms and apartments. With baseball season canceled
and time suddenly on their hands, she posted a simple offer: Team
Fuller would pack up dorm rooms and apartments, ship or store be-
longings, even transport cars, free of charge.

"Auburn Family helping Auburn Family," as she put it.

That act of generosity planted a seed. Brooks recognized that the
chaos of college moving was a universal pain point for students and
their families. With his entrepreneurial spirit and tireless work ethic,
he founded Room2Room Movers.

Today, the company employs ten full-time staff and more than sixty
part-time alumni and students across two locations: Auburn and Ox-
ford, Mississippi, home of Ole Miss. More locations are on the horizon.

"What began as a mom and her sons' heartfelt desire to serve others
has grown into something we never could have imagined." — Lori Fuller

LIFE, FAITH & TWO-STEPPING

The Fullers attend Church of the High-
lands, where Mark and Lori serve on the
Highlands Dream Team. Faith, they will tell
you, is not incidental to their story, it is the
foundation of it.

"We strive to keep Christ as the center
of our lives, our marriage, our family, and
our relationships," they share. "We pray
that the way we live our lives and treat
others will glorify God and draw others
near to Him."

Beyond the diamond and the church pew,
the family has found uncommon ways to
celebrate life together. Lori and Brooks went skydiving for his high
school graduation. The whole family scuba dives.

And on any given evening, at Lake Martin or somewhere across the
country, you might catch Mark and Lori on a dance floor, two-step-
ping or waltzing to country music, or jamming to pop and R&B. It's a
tradition that stretches back to 1989, when they first danced together
as Auburn students at the Rodeo Club in Dadeville.

Thirty-some years later, they still do, which says everything you
need to know about Team Fuller.

adsACDirect.com

Why pay retail when you can buy direct’

Heating & Air Conditioning

CALL DAD! NO ELLA... CALL CHAD!

REPAIR - REPLACE - MAINTAIN
What's really going on with your system? What are all your
options? When we work together. you can decide
what’s best and most important to you. =
<78

www.chadsacdirect.com | 334-390-8530



THROUGH THE LENS

THROUGH THE LENS: SUNSET ON HOLIDAY SHORES

SUBMITTED BY SUSANNAH HODGES | PHOTO BY JUDGE JIMMY POOL

Judge Jimmy Pool snapped this
Memorial Day sunset from
Holiday Shores on Lake Martin.
Storm clouds rolling in couldn't
hide the golden light breaking
through along the tree line, and
with an American flag in the
foreground, the timing couldn't
have been better. A fitting end to
a holiday weekend on the water.

Have a favorite Lake Martin
photo of your own? We’d love to
share jt! Send your submissions
for a chance to be featured in an

upcoming issue.
vhodges@bestversionmedia.com

Sunset view, Memorial Day 2026, Holiday Shores

COMMUNITY SUBMISSION
NEIGHBORS OF

LAKE MARTIN

SOUTH

IS POWERED BY
PEOPLE LIKE YOU!

BY VINCE HODGES, CONTENT COORDINATOR,
NEIGHBORS OF LAKE MARTIN

We’d love to feature your announcements, events, photos, and
more in Neighbors of Lake Martin South magazine!

Whether it's a local event, inspiring neighbor, a favorite hidden
gem, or a unique perspective on life in Lake Martin, we invite you
to share it with us. Send us your Birthday, Engagement, Wedding,
and New Baby announcements and photos. As well as any Sports,
Academic, or Work-Related Awards. Nominate your neighbor for a
cover feature and send your events for the Calendar.

Your contributions help us celebrate the heart of our community,
and there is no charge for resident submissions. Submit content or
story ideas by emailing vhodges@bestversionmedia.com.

JULY 2026 9



BUSINESS PROFILE

— The —
OTTING Sk
a0

GARDEN SHOP
Aaboarnn, AL

Julyin the Garden

Tips from The Potting Shed

SUBMITTED BY SUSANNAH HODGES

July in Alabama is no joke — with temperatures in the mid-90s and
humidity to match, your garden needs a little extra love to make it
through. Here's how to keep things going strong this month.

CARE TIPS FOR JULY

Water deeply, not daily. Give your plants a long, thorough soak two
or three times a week rather than a light sprinkle every day. Deep
watering encourages roots to grow down into cooler soil. Always
water in the early morning to reduce disease risk.

Mulch everything. A 2-3 inch layer of pine straw or wood chips
around your plants keeps the soil cooler, holds in moisture, and
cuts down on weeds. It's the single best thing you can do for your
garden in July.

Watch for pests. Hot, humid weather brings out spider mites,
aphids, and squash vine borers. Check under leaves every few days
and treat problems early with neem oil or insecticidal soap before
they get out of hand.

Deadhead your annuals. Pinch off spent blooms on zinnias, mari-
golds, and pentas to keep the flowers coming all summer long.

WHAT TO PLANT IN JULY

Stick with plants that love the heat. Zinnias, vinca, pentas, portu-
laca, and celosia are all excellent choices for adding color right now
and will bloom until frost. For the vegetable garden, okra and south-
ern peas are perfectly at home in July heat. Basil, rosemary, and
thyme also thrive this time of year — just keep the basil pinched
back so it doesn't bolt.

10 ILAKE MARTINZ

Pro tip: Late July is the time to start broccoli, cabbage, and cau-
liflower seeds indoors so you'll have transplants ready for the fall
garden in September.

WHAT TO SKIP FOR NOW

Hold off on lettuce, spinach, pansies, and snapdragons — they sim-
ply won't survive the heat. Wait until October for those.

Stop by The Potting Shed for heat-tolerant plants, mulch, and every-
thing else you need to get through July.

> e —
OTTING SHg
="

GARDEN SHOP
edl. 2017

YOUR PLACE FOR

CORNER OF

MOORE'S MILL & SOCIETY HILL RD.
AND NEW LOCATION AT

NORTH COLLEGE ST. & HWY 280

THEPOTTINGSHEDAUBURN.COM =+ ‘
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Looking for a simple, meaningful way to
spend time together this summer? With just
a handful of supplies, these painted mason
jar lanterns are an easy, kid-friendly craft
for your Fourth of July celebrations.

Set up outside on the patio or gather
around the kitchen table, turn on some
music and enjoy the process together.

SUPPLIES

Mason jars of any size

Red, white and blue acrylic paint
(washable tempera paint or glass
paint work too)

INSTRUCTIONS
1.

First, prep your space by covering
your work area with newspaper or
a disposable tablecloth. Make sure
the jars are clean and completely
dry before painting.

KIDS CORNER

-SPANGLED

MASON JAR LANTERNS

SUBMITTED BY LESLIE FUENTES

or applying it once dry with a thin
layer of glue.

Decorate the rim by adding twine
or ribbon around the top of the jar.
You can wrap it several times and
create a bow for a rustic look. Finish
off your design by adding themed

Pai”}f brus.hes of varying small and 2. Start painting your design directly stickers or small embellishments.
medium size onto the outside of the mason jars. Pl tea liaht or LED dl
. Try stars, stripes, firework bursts, or ace atealignt or candie

Tea light candles or LED candles agstract rod pvvhite and blue pat. inside each jar. If you're using real

(LED is safest for younger helpers) terns. There’s no right or wrong way ;landrl]es, alyvra]yS supervise and han-

Twine or ribbon to do it. Each lantern should reflect e them with care.

Glitter (optional) its creator’s personality. Line your lanterns along a walkway,

Themed stickers (optional) 3. Once the first layer dries, add more tpk:ane;:eanlggtzrpggt?nbliu?rliL\J/iSne
P layers of color and details. Use dini FE)I Th yl K 9

Glue stick (optional) smaller brushes for stars, thinner room erl ining Fa I e.h eyh oob )

) stripes or outlines. especially magical when they begin

ot glue gun to glow.
(optional for securing decorations) 4. You could add in some sparkle by

sprinkling glitter onto the wet paint

This craft is about slowing down, getting creative and making something together. And the best part is that your finished pieces can be
enjoyed all season long as a reminder of time well spent. So gather your supplies, invite the kids and get creative this Fourth of July.

SERVING LAKE MARTIN AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS |

Lef

N

Troubleshooting

Old House Wiring
Outlets/Switches/Fixtures
Circuit Breaker Upgrades

Boat Lift Wiring & Maintenance

ELECTRIC
e G e, Quality Yo Epect!

Underground Service
Lighting Fixtures
Pier Lighting
Back-up Generators
& More!

256-234-0007 - www.candtelectricllc.com <
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COMMUNITY SUBMISSION

The Revolutionary

DR. JOSEF H WA RRKREIN
AN AR SRSV [ NE QNP ASANRC Y 3 Pl |

BY BILL NORTON | BILLNORTONAUTHOR@GMAIL.COM

What is America’s greatest trait? Or, more personally for you and
me, what trait of Americans underlies our nation’s greatness? | sug-
gest this trait is contained in a paradox written into the Declaration
of Independence 250 years ago.

The Declaration reads that “all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” “All
men” refers to the masses, not just to the aristocracy, the royalty, or
the wealthy. These rights are universal.

However, the thirty-nine signers of the Declaration pledged “our
Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor” The signers committed
to securing these universal rights as individuals. Here is the para-
dox: The sacrifice of the few was pledged to secure the rights of
the many.

Before introducing Joseph Warren, a little-known example of this
paradox, let’s set the historical context.

In the mid-1700s, the British Crown looked on the remote, backward,
and weak American colonies like a piggybank to crack open. The
colonies resisted led by Boston, Massachusetts.

1765: The Stamp Act—Stamped/taxed paper required for all
documents, even playing cards.

1768: The British army occupies Boston to enforce taxation.

1770: The Boston Massacre—Nervous British soldiers fire into a
crowd of protestors killing five.

1773: The Tea Act—The Boston Tea Party protests taxation with-
out representation.

April 19, 17775—Colonial minutemen battle British soldiers in Lex-
ington and Concord.

June 17, 17775—Battle of Bunker Hill overlooking Boston (actually
fought on Breed’s Hill).

At Bunker Hill, British troops sought to dislodge the colonials with
three assaults up the slope. During the final attack, the colonials
ran out of ammunition and fought with clubs, axes, knives, and
bare hands. The Brits used bayonets to overrun the defenders. On
Bunker Hill, civil resistance became a revolution, and the revolution
became a war for independence.
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During the 1760s and 70s, Dr. Joseph Warren was a prominent Bos-
ton physician. Warren was from a well-off farming family and a grad-
uate of Harvard. Both locals and British officers were his patients.

The good doctor was also a revolutionary. He was president of the
Massachusetts Provincial Congress, active in the Sons of Liberty,
and directed Paul Revere and William Dawes on their midnight ride
to warn the minutemen. Warren would likely have been a future
signer of the Declaration. He was nominated for the rank of Major
General in the Continental Army just before the battle of Bunker Hill.

However, on Bunker Hill, Warren set aside his provisional rank and
asked to serve as a private. Instead of being safely in the rear, he
was a leader and inspiration to those desperate men in the brunt
of the fighting. Warren died in the final British charge. He was just
thirty-three years old.

Warren’s sacrifice has been replicated—in the ultimate and many
lesser ways—throughout our history. Americans make this country
great by being a radically new type of revolutionary: Not fulfilling
their self-rights but being fulfilled by service to others.

It's a rare trait for a people. May God bless our land of liberty by
continuing to raise up selfless revolutionaries. And, my fellow patri-
ot, let’'s you and me sign up.

e — - —- e

The Death of General Warren at the Battle of Bunker's Hill, oil painting by John Trumbill.
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Biblical Worldview

Non-profit Organization

Grades K5-12

1110 - teacher/student ratio
Average ACT composite score 25
Average enrollment 65-70

Meets the Alabama Department of
Education Graduation Requirements

RECIPE CORNER

BB(Q Chicken Flatbread
A QUICK & DELICIOUS FAVORITE

BY ERIN VANDER WEELE

(B |

After trying this recipe, BBQ chicken flatbread might be your next go-to dinner for
those busy days. This dish is simple to prepare, loaded with flavor, and convenient
for a weeknight meal. Plus, it's versatile enough to please the whole family.

INGREDIENTS

+ 2 flatbreads
« Olive oil

« 2 cups shredded rotisserie
chicken

«  3/4 cup BBQ sauce

« Tcup shredded
mozzarella cheese

« 1small red onion, thinly
sliced (optional)

« 1/4 cup fresh cilantro,
chopped (optional)

« Sliced avocado (optional)

VERITA

LAKEMARTIN

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

FOUNDED IN 2018

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Preheat oven to 425°F. In a bowl,
combine the shredded chicken with
the BBQ sauce and mix until the
chicken is fully coated.

2. Place your flatbreads on a baking
sheet lined with foil. Brush a light
amount of olive oil over the top of
the bread to help crisp and add
flavor. Spread the BBQ chicken
mixture evenly over the flatbreads.
Sprinkle the shredded mozzarella
cheese and sliced red onion on
top, as desired.

3. Place the baking sheet in the oven
and bake for about 10-12 minutes,
or until the cheese begins to brown,
and the edges of the flatbreads
are crisp.

4. Remove flatbreads from the oven
and cut into slices. For added flavor,
sprinkle fresh cilantro (chopped)
and avocado slices over the top.
Drizzle with additional BBQ sauce
as desired.

BBQ chicken flatbread is a quick way to
enjoy a variety of flavors in one delicious
meal. Perfect for busy weeknights or
casual gatherings, this dish will have
everyone asking for seconds!

Member of the Alabama
Christian Education Association
Accreditation in progress
(@]

Member of the American
Association of Christian Schools

2023 Southern Union Math Tournament, 3rd place overall for Algebra 1
2025 Southern Union Math Tournament, 2nd place overall for Geometry
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REAL ESTATE

SOI D Sq Ft Beds Baths Sold

1314 Willow Glynn Way 3,788 4 4.5 2.8M
RECENT HOME SALES ==~ AR
189 Williams Rd Unit G3 1,248 Y 2 389,000
Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical 536 Russell Cabin Pt 3,522 4 4.5 3.4M
data on this page. The data does not represent the listings of any . .
one agent or agency but represents the activity of the real estate 32 Dennis Creek Cir 3.184 3 2 649,000
community in the area. Any real estate agent's ad appearing in the 74 Lake Point Dr. 3281 4 35 999 000
magazine is separate from the statistical data provided which is in no ’ 2 s
way a part of their advertisement. 116 Glynmere Park 3,192 3 3.5 1M
168 Village Cir 1,178 2 2 349,900
64 Stoneview Summit Ct. 1,520 3 2 634,900
135 Butler Rd 1,965 3 2 950,000
; 130 Castaway Cove Ln 4,500 4 5.5 2.4M
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BOAT RAMPS

COMPILED BY DON MORGAN

LAKE MARTIN BOAT RAMP ACCESS

1. Jaybird Landing Boat Ramp

2. Bakers Bottom Boat Ramp

3. Coley Creek Boat Ramp

4. Alexander City Boat Ramp

5. Wind Creek State Park Boat Ramp
6. Double Bridges Park Boat Ramp

7. Piney Woods Landing Boat Ramp
8. New Hope Church Boat Ramp

9. Oakachoy Creek Boat Ramp

10. Kowaliga Boat Ramp

1. Castaway Island Boat Ramp

12. Gold Mine Rd. Ramp

13. Union Boat Ramp

14. Paces Point Boat Ramp

15. Maxwell/Gunter Rec. Area

16. Smith Mountain Landing Boat Ramp
17. Youg's Landing Boat Ramp

18. Madwin Creek Boat Ramp
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WE ARE LAKE MARTIN'S GOLF CART DEALERSHIP

NEW, PRE-OWNED, OFF-LEASE & FULL SERVICE PARTS DEPARTMENT
STOP BY TODAY TO CUSTOMIZE YOUR NEXT RIDE!

thecartsource.com | 334.231.2205 | customercare@thecartsource.com
20975 US Hwy 280 Unit #5, Dadeville AL. 36853

R&M HOOKS LLC.

Property Management & ; . SUPPORT LOCAL.
Handyman Services SUCCEED LOCAL.

WHY CHOOSE US? Join our dynamic sales team!
We deliver dependable, high-quality handyman and home SCAN TO CONNECT

improvement services. From small appliance installations
to landscaping & fence repair, our skilled teamtransforms \ 1
homes with precision and care. We prioritize reliability, . e Eﬁhﬂ.@.
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transparency, and a commitment to excellence.

7" WHAT WELOVETO DO NG T =

Small Appliance Install « Gutter Cleaning « Power Washing « Tree Service || talent@bestversionmedia.com

Wood Fence « Asphalt Roof Repair « Landscaping « Painting « & More -
VIM]
709 W Cotton Rd.

© 3344021710 @ Epecric AL 36024

HOLLOWAY FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATION

The caring and experienced professionals at Holloway Funeral Home and Cremation Services are here to support you through this
difficult time. We offer a range of personalized services to suit your family’s wishes and requirements. You can count on us
to help you plan a personal, lasting tribute to your loved one. And we’ll carefully guide you through the
many decisions that must be made during this challenging time.
You are welcome to call us at any time of the day, any day of the week,
for immediate assistance. Or, visit our funeral home in person at your convenience.
We also provide a wealth of information here on our web site so you can learn
more from the privacy of your own home.

1635 10th Place | Alexander City | nhseedtime@aol.com
256-392-3092 | HOLLOWAYANDHOLLOWAYFH.COM
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