Leveraging Local Resources for Growth

Small businesses in Southwest Florida thrive with the support of local resources dedicated to their growth and
success. Leveraging these resources is key to navigating the competitive landscape and maximizing expansion
opportunities. From chambers of commerce to specialized programs, entrepreneurs have access to support
networks, educational resources, and partnerships designed to propel their businesses forward. Here, we
introduce several organizations in Southwest Florida serving the small business community:

The Greater Naples Chamber of Commerce is recognized as one of the best in Florida, fostering business
advancement and advocating effective government policy to ensure a healthy business climate. With over 1,200
members, it provides valuable resources for economic development activities and maintains partnerships like
Powering Florida.

The Collier County Economic Development Office, a collaboration between the Greater Naples Chamber of
Commerce and the Collier County Office of Business and Economic Development, offers comprehensive
services to promote economic growth.

The Florida Culinary Accelerator (@ Immokalee provides a state-of-the-art commercial kitchen for culinary
entrepreneurs, offering customized membership plans and business assistance to bring culinary creations to life.

The Above Board Chamber of Florida connects entrepreneurs with professional development resources,
networking opportunities, and insights from successful leaders committed to ethical business practices.

SWFL Inc. is a regional chamber of commerce connecting businesses to customers, offering educational
resources, and working to solve regional issues impacting the business community.

SCORE (Service Corps of Retired Executives) provides resources such as webinars, courses, and workshops for
small business owners, including the Startup Roadmap guide for aspiring entrepreneurs, along with mentorship
opportunities for business owners seeking guidance and support.

These organizations offer valuable insights and assistance to entrepreneurs at every stage of their journey,
contributing to the vibrant small business community in Naples, Florida.

1. Have you already tapped into the resources offered by local organizations like the Greater
Naples Chamber of Commerce and the Collier County Economic Development Office to
support your business growth and development?

2. If not, what obstacles or challenges are preventing your business from utilizing these valuable
resources, and how might they be addressed to enhance your business's success?


https://www.napleschamber.org/
https://www.collieredo.org/support-small-businesses
https://www.collieredo.org/culinary-accelerator
https://www.aboveboardchamber.com/
https://www.swflinc.com/
https://www.score.org/

3. In what specific ways have you leveraged the resources provided by these organizations to
benefit your business, and can you share any notable examples or success stories?

4. Additionally, are there other local resources or support networks that you rely on to

complement the services offered by the Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development
Office, and how have they contributed to your business's growth and resilience?
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