BUSINESS NETWORK

Effective Networking Tips for Business Events

Networking is a powerful tool for building your business. This guide provides insights on how to get started
with networking, and what to expect at a networking group. Here, a few strategies are highlighted for
effectively building your networks and making connections at business networking events.

Q- ENGCAGE MEANINGFULLY
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@ Rather than trying to meet as many people as possible, focus on having genuine conversations with a few
Y individuals. If you can meet three people and have meaningful interactions with each of them, you've had
a successful event. Networking is about building relationships, not just collecting business cards.

When someone offers you their card, accept it graciously. You can decide later what to do with it, but it's
always respectful to take it when offered. Think about how you would feel if someone declined your card.
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sxilis. STAY PRESENT IN CONVERSATION
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- Lo When talking to someone, give them your full attention. If you're looking for someone specific at the event,
** . ask the person you're speaking with for help. They might be able to introduce you or assist you in finding
them. If you need to move on, politely suggest, "Shall we mingle?"

ﬁ»}g FOCUS ON RELATIONSHIP BUILDING, NOT SELLING
@ Networking is about making friends who may eventually buy from you or recommend you to others. Approach

conversations with a friendly, genuine interest in others, rather than immediately trying to sell your product or
service. This approach is more likely to lead to lasting connections and future business opportunities.

interest in the conversation you had. For example, you might say, "I enjoyed discussing [specific topic] with
you at the BHCC Breakfast on Friday. Your work in [their field] is fascinating, and I'd love to explore potential
ways we can collaborate in the future."

[ { FOLLOWSUPR EMAIL
It's great to follow up and say hi after you’ve met someone. Craft a personalized email that shows genuine

Following these positive strategies will create a more effective and enjoyable
networking experience for yourself and others.

Source: The Joy of Business by Julia Chanteray
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