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INTRODUCTION

Fall isn’t just pumpkin spice and cozy sweaters—
it’s also the last, best opportunity to prepare your
home before winter’s harsh conditions set in.

A well-prepped home can:

e Prevent costly repairs by addressing issues
before freezing temps arrive

e Improve comfort for you and your family

e Save on energy bills during the colder months

e Enhance curb appeal if you plan to sell soon
Whether you’re a longtime homeowner, a new
buyer, or an investor, this checklist is designed to

help you protect your property’s value and keep
things running smoothly all season long.
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WHY FALL PREP
MATTERS

Fall gives you a short but important window to tackle
maintenance while the weather is still cooperative.
Addressing issues now prevents headaches later and
positions your home for a smooth season.

e Seasonal Transition: Fall is the sweet spot for
maintenance—cool enough for outdoor work, but
before ice and snow limit your options.

e Small Fixes = Big Savings: A $200 gutter cleaning
now can prevent a $5,000 foundation repair later.

e Comfort & Safety: Sealing drafts, servicing heating
systems, and clearing hazards ensures your home
stays warm and secure.

e Market Advantage: Well-maintained homes
command higher prices and sell faster, even in
slower markets.
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Your home’s exterior not only affects curb appeal, but
also how well it weathers the cold months. Focusing

EXTERI 0 R on small but essential maintenance tasks now will
save you bigger costs later.

MAINTENANCE .
ESSENTIALS

Roof Inspection: Look for loose, cracked, or
missing shingles; inspect flashing around chimneys
and vents.

Gutters & Downspouts: Remove leaves and debris,
make sure water flows away from the foundation.

Siding & Paint: Patch cracks and touch up paint to
protect against moisture intrusion.

Driveways & Walkways: Fill cracks and seal
surfaces to prevent damage from freeze-thaw
cycles.

Yard Work: Trim branches that could fall in high
winds; clear leaves from lawns to avoid mold
growth.
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The inside of your home needs just as much attention
as the outside. Prepping your systems now ensures
comfort, energy savings, and peace of mind all
season.

e HVAC Tune-Up: Replace filters, inspect ducts, and
ensure the furnace is operating efficiently.
0 M Fu RT & e Fireplace & Chimney: Remove creosote buildup to
prevent chimney fires.
SAFETY e Seal Air Leaks: Use weatherstripping or caulk
around windows, doors, and attic openings.
PG RAD ES e Test Safety Devices: Replace batteries in smoke

and CO detectors and confirm all are functional.
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Cold weather can drive up costs quickly, but a
few smart upgrades will keep your bills down
— without sacrificing comfort.

e |nstall a Programmable or Smart Thermostat:
Automatically lower heat when you’re away to
cut utility costs.

e Insulation Audit: Pay special attention to attic
insulation—it’s the #1 way to reduce heat loss.

EN ERGY * Window Efficiency: Add storm windows or
heavier curtains to retain heat.
EFFI c I EN CY e Appliance Maintenance: Clean refrigerator

coils, dryer vents, and HVAC filters for optimal

BOOSTS

e Lighting Upgrade: Switch to LED bulbs for
better light with lower energy use.
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A few seasonal touches can turn your home
from “just another listing” into the most
inviting one on the block.

e Seasonal Décor: Add potted mums, a fresh
doormat, and tasteful pumpkins or
gourds.

CURB APPEAL
FOR FALL

e Exterior Lighting: Replace burnt-out bulbs
and consider adding path lighting for
safety and style.

e Lawn Care: Fertilize, aerate, and seed bare
patches before frost sets in.

e Clean Windows: Sparkling glass brightens
interiors and boosts first impressions.

e Entryway Refresh: Repaint or refinish the
front door for a welcoming look.
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WHEN T0 CALL
THE PROS

Some projects are best left to professionals for
safety and quality. Investing in expert help
now can save you time, money, and stress
later. You may want to call In for help on the
following:

e Roofing repairs or replacement

e Chimney and fireplace cleaning

e HVAC servicing and duct cleaning

e Large-scaleinsulation or weatherproofing

e Tree removal or trimming near power
lines
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FINAL TROUGHTS
+ GALL T0
ACTION

Fall is your opportunity to set your home up for
success before the cold sets in. Taking care of
maintenance now means fewer emergencies later,
better efficiency, and more comfort for your family.

A little effort this season goes a long way in
protecting your investment, keeping your home
cozy, and even increasing your property’s value.

Want tailored advice or contractor
recommendations? Reach out today—we’ll make
sure you’re fully ready for the season.

| IR Y 4 Vo[ .
3 E‘\t}/*l 3 L;yh .

SECC LD by

THEDELIAGROUP.COM



-

r_\.

THE DELIA GROUP

PHONE:
L 248-244-0703

THE DELIA GROUP WEBSITE:

thedeliagroup.com

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
248.7 EEES 8 12

ADDRESS:
440 SOUTH MAIN STREET, ROCHESTER, Ml, 48307

PAINT CREEK

KELLERWILLIAMS

SOCIAL MEDIA:
@thedeliagroup




