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Civics lessons in school seem to be dry and uninteresting. Ava’s
Dream by Joseph Ridgway makes Civics lessons interesting. Ava is
an eleven-year-old girl excited about a new park in her city. The
grand opening is the summer’s big event and much awaited by all
citizens. During the event, Ava is overjoyed with the beauty,
vastness, and activities of the park, except for the fact that dogs
are not allowed. That means her blind friend Sofia Jo cannot enter
the park with Sadie, her seeing-eye dog. Determined to help Sofia
Jo, Ava partners up with her lawyer grandfather to solve the
problem for Sofia Jo. The story that follows is Ava’s journey and a
Civics lesson rolled into one. The appendix includes the Declaration
of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.

Children’s books are great sources to learn about critical topics.
Ava’s Dream by Joseph Ridgway is written for children but is useful
for anyone who is curious to understand the structure of
governance at a city level. Through Ava’s story, Joseph outlines the
basic structure of the United States government, and how a citizen
can solve a public problem. The story is narrated in a simple and
lucid manner. | found the story straightforward, instructional, and
inspirational. It is critical to educate our children - future citizens -
in a relatable manner. This ensures that they are interested in the
subject and can further their knowledge as they grow older. The
story form is especially effective to hold children’s attention. |
highly recommend Ava’s Dream to young children and adults too.



