Interactive TV
From Internet
May Be in Sight
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The Internet §s statting to leok the way,

interactlve television was supposed 10
100k,

Two years ago, cable, phone and com
puter compantes formed 2 dlzzying array
of alljances that promised to use cable to
bring video home:shopping and video-on-
demend to the couch potatoes of Americs
and Europe via the tube, Trials were
announced, defayed and tolded. Only a
few produced paying customers.

Now some of (he same companies,
including Time Warner Inc., Tele-Commiu-
nications Inc. and Oracle Corp., are rally-
Ing around the Internet's multimedid
World Wide Web as a way to quickly and
cheaply provide a watered dowa version of
interactive television 1o the masses.

Video-on-demand won't be included be
cause Itcan't be delivered wilhout masslve
compuling power,
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ViewCall Eurppe PLC of London 43¢ 16
has developed a box that will not only
displzy the Web on TV but will #)50 2llow
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ware that ViewCall is developing on its

owa.

Oracle, one of the loudest advocates-of
& cheap Internet machine, says its own
$500 Net PC won't be on the market unti
February. In addition to a TV jack, the box
will have a 12-inch computer monitor, the
ability o work with cable modems and a
stereg jack, Oracle says

ViewCalt Alie company working
on 4 remotecontrol interface for the
Internet, says it is two months behind
sehedule starting a one-thousand customet
trial in London. Now it expects Lhe box to
start trials in January.

View ohin Bentley plans
1o rent the boxes 1o consumers for under £t
a week—firstin Europe and later next year
in the 1.5, — and to camn the bulk ef 1y
revenue from fees that content provigery
will pay to be on ViewCall's Web site

@ Home is taking a different tack
testead of turning the TV into an Infernel
mariter, the TCI venture aims 10 bring
TV style programming Lo today's PCs viit
high-speed cabie modems. With the tech
nology, @ Home customers could watch
tive video in ene wingow and chick on
surtounding documenis for the full text ol
an interview or links to related gocuments,
videe and audio. @ Home plans 1o starl
folling out the service in Sunnyvale, Canl .
around March for §35 1o 856 a month



