
Student Service 

Learning (SSL)

75 hours to graduate



What is SSL?

Students are required to earn a 
minimum of 75 SSL hours in order to 
graduate from a public school in 
Maryland. 

SSL hours can be earned through a 
combination of school based and 
independent service learning 
projects.

Your child’s counselor is responsible 
for keeping track of SSL hours and 
entering them in PowerSchool.  The 
total earned hours can be seen on 
quarterly report cards.



School Based Projects

● 3rd grade - 5 hours
● 4th grade - 5 hours
● 5th grade - 5 hours
● 6th grade - 10 hours - Formally NorthBay, now school based environmental 

lessons
● 7th grade - 10 hours - Walk-a-thon supporting Wells for Ghana
● 8th grade - 10 hours - anti bullying campaign tied to Anne Frank
● 10th Grade - 10 hours
● Total - 55 hours for school based projects

- This leaves 20 hours that will have to be earned through independent projects.
- Independent projects must be PRE-APPROVED by the SSL coordinator (your 

child’s counselor)
- A list of potential not for profit agencies where hours might be earned can be 

found on the independent SSL approval form.



SSL Independent Project Form



Where Can I Find the Form?


