
Muddiness happens when
too many layers are blended

or when complementary
colours are over-mixed (like

red + green). 

To fix this:

Stop layering and gently lift
with a kneaded eraser.

Add a clean, bridging colour
(like a neutral grey or soft
white) before re-layering.

no more muddy colours

10 Top Tips for Drawing with
Pastel Pencils

Light Layers

Think of pastel pencils like
watercolor, not paint. Build

your colours slowly with
soft layers rather than

pressing hard. This keeps
your colours clean and
paper texture alive. This
gives you room to adjust

mistakes and create depth
without filling the paper

too soon.

Your quick reference for confident, colourful drawings

blend sparingly

Your fingers add oil and can
dull colours. Instead, use a

soft sponge, blending stump,
or just let the layering

create the blend. A little
goes a long way

Reserve your brightest
whites and lightest tones

until the end. Pastel pencils
don’t erase to pure white, so

keep those areas clean for
sparkle

protect your highlights

match before you draw
Use a colour chart or

reference tool (like our
Colour Atlas) to compare

pencils across brands before
you begin. This helps you

choose the closest match
for your subject and keep
your colours consistent 

Use with caution. I never use
it as they can darken and

flatten colours.

fixatives

the right paper

Pastel pencils love toothy
surfaces. Papers like

pastelmat or velour hold
many layers without filling

too quickly. Smooth paper
limits your options

sharp sharp sharp
A sharp pastel pencil gives

you control. Use a craft
knife and fine sandpaper,

not a normal sharpener, to
avoid breakage and keep
strong points for detail

work clean & rest your
eyes

Tap your board often to let
dust fall away. Step back

every 10–15 minutes: you’ll
spot colour imbalances,
muddy patches, or over-

worked areas much faster

Think in shapes, not
lines

Block in big shapes of colour
and shadow first, then
refine. Pastels reward

“massing in” - blocking in big
shapes rather than drawing

tiny details too early


