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About This Guide

When relocating to the Greater Cincinnati metropolitan area, understanding
crime and safety is a common consideration for home buyers. However, real
estate professionals are legally prohibited from characterizing
neighborhoods, cities, townships, or counties, offering opinions about
safety, or interpreting crime data on behalf of clients.

This guide provides direct access to public, third-party resources so buyers
can conduct independent research based on their own priorities throughout
the Cincinnati metro area.

Last Reviewed & Updated: January 2026

Data Sources: Local law enforcement agencies, Ohio Attorney General, FBI Uniform
Crime Reporting, and public crime-mapping platforms

Update Schedule: Reviewed quarterly




Why This Guide Was Created

This guide was created by a licensed Ohio REALTOR® who regularly works
with buyers relocating to the Greater Cincinnati area.

Its purpose is to provide Fair Housing—compliant access to publicly
available crime and safety research tools used by government agencies,
researchers, and local jurisdictions—allowing buyers to independently
evaluate information without interpretation or opinion.



Cincinnati Crime & Safety Research Guide

What Realtors Can and Cannot Say

Realtors Cannot:

Describe any area as "safe" or
"unsafe"

Rank or compare locations by
crime

Interpret crime statistics
Offer opinions about safety

Steer buyers toward or away from
areas

Summarize or draw conclusions
from crime data

Realtors Can:

Provide market data and pricing
trends

Explain commute considerations
Identify jurisdictional boundaries

Direct buyers to public crime data
sources

Explain zoning, taxes, and
transaction logistics

These boundaries exist to ensure housing decisions are free from bias and
discrimination.

How to Define Safety for Yourself

Safety is subjective and personal. Your definition may include:
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Violent crime considerations

Property crime considerations

Traffic and pedestrian safety
Emergency service proximity

Street lighting and walkability

School security measures
Environmental factors

Urban, suburban, or rural preferences
Personal comfort based on experience

Time-of-day activity patterns



Understanding the Cincinnati Metro Area

The Greater Cincinnati metropolitan area includes four primary counties, each
with its own jurisdictions and services:

¢ Hamilton County — Includes the City of Cincinnati and multiple incorporated
municipalities

e Butler County — Includes several cities and townships north of Hamilton
County

¢ Warren County — Includes incorporated municipalities and townships
northeast of Hamilton County

¢ Clermont County — Includes incorporated municipalities and townships east
and southeast of Hamilton County

Each county maintains its own sheriff's office, court system, emergency services,
and tax structure. Some cities and townships operate independent police
departments.
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Trusted Public Crime & Safety Resources

Hamilton County

Cincinnati Police Department

Crime incident data and mapping

https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/police/

Hamilton County Sheriff's Office

Law enforcement for unincorporated areas and sex offender registry

https://www.hcso.org/

Municipal Police Departments: Blue Ash, Cheviot, Deer Park, Forest Park, Loveland,
Madeira, Milford, Montgomery, Norwood, Reading, St. Bernard, Sharonville, Silverton,
Springdale, Wyoming

Butler County

Butler County Sheriff's Office

Law enforcement and incident reports

https://www.butlersheriff.org/

Municipal Police Departments: Fairfield, Hamilton, Middletown, Monroe, Oxford, Trenton,
West Chester Township

Warren County

Warren County Sheriff's Office

Law enforcement and public safety information

https://www.warrencountysheriff.com/

Municipal Police Departments: Deerfield Township, Franklin, Lebanon, Mason,
Springboro, Waynesville

Clermont County

Clermont County Sheriff's Office

Crime data and incident reports

https://www.clermontcountysheriff.org/

Municipal Police Departments: Amelia, Batavia, Bethel, Goshen, New Richmond, Union
Township, Williamsburg


https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/police/
https://www.hcso.org/
https://www.butlersheriff.org/
https://www.warrencountysheriff.com/
https://www.clermontcountysheriff.org/
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Statewide & Federal Resources

Ohio Attorney General

County-level crime statistics

https://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/

FBI Uniform Crime Reporting Program

National crime data for comparison

https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/more-fbi-services-and-information/ucr

Sex Offender Registries

Ohio Sex Offender Registry (eSORN)

Search by address, city, county, or zip code

https://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/Law-Enforcement/Sex-Offender-Registration

National Sex Offender Public Website

Multi-state registry search

https://www.nsopw.gov/

Family Watchdog

Interactive mapping of registry data

https://www.familywatchdog.us/



https://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/
https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/more-fbi-services-and-information/ucr
https://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/Law-Enforcement/Sex-Offender-Registration
https://www.nsopw.gov/
https://www.familywatchdog.us/

Third-Party Crime Mapping Platforms

NeighborhoodScout

Crime data by address across all four counties

https://www.neighborhoodscout.com/

SpotCrime

Crime mapping with email alerts

https://spotcrime.com/

City-Data
Statistical comparisons across locations

https://www.city-data.com/

CrimeReports

Interactive crime maps

https://www.crimereports.com/

Community Crime Map
Participating agency data

https://communitycrimemap.com/

These sources provide publicly reported data without interpretation.


https://www.neighborhoodscout.com/
https://spotcrime.com/
https://www.city-data.com/
https://www.crimereports.com/
https://communitycrimemap.com/
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How to Read Crime Maps Responsibly

Step 1: Identify the correct jurisdiction

Step 2: Search by specific address

Step 3: Review incident categories

Step 4: Analyze time periods

Step 5: Note time of day

Step 6: Review sex offender registries

Step 7: Visit areas in person

Step 8: Cross-reference multiple sources
Step 9: Assess emergency service proximity
Step 10: Research across jurisdictions

Step 11: Engage with local communities

Key Terms Used in Crime Data

Incident:
A reported event recorded by law enforcement

Jurisdiction:
The agency responsible for a geographic area

UCR:
Uniform Crime Reporting program maintained by the FBI

Registry:
A publicly searchable database maintained by a government entity



How This Guide Fits Into a Cincinnati Relocation Plan

Buyers often research crime and safety alongside:

Housing affordability
Property taxes by county
Commute patterns

School enrollment processes

Local utilities and services

Crime research is one component of a broader relocation decision.

Relocation Considerations Beyond Crime

When evaluating areas across the Cincinnati metro, consider:

Commute times to work or important destinations
Property taxes (vary by county and municipality)
School district boundaries

County services (voting, licensing, courts)
Zoning and future development

Flood zones and environmental risks

Parks, trails, and recreation access

Walkability and public transportation

Healthcare facilities

Cost of living and housing affordability
Municipal services (trash, snow removal)

Internet and utility providers
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What Your Realtor Can Help With

Market conditions and pricing trends across all four counties
Property details and features

Transaction logistics and negotiations

Disclosure requirements

Commute information between counties

Zoning and land use

Property tax differences by county

School district boundaries (not quality)

HOA information

Utilities and services by location
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Jurisdictional boundaries

Frequently Asked Questions

Can a Realtor tell me which areas are safe?

No. Real estate professionals are prohibited by Fair Housing laws from
characterizing any geographic area. Buyers must conduct independent research
using public resources.

Where can | find crime statistics for the Cincinnati metro area?

Crime statistics are available through county sheriff's offices, municipal police
departments, the Ohio Attorney General, FBI Uniform Crime Reporting, and third-
party platforms like NeighborhoodScout and SpotCrime.

How can | find registered sex offenders near a property?

The Ohio Sex Offender Registry (eSORN) allows searches by address, city, county,
or zip code. The National Sex Offender Public Website provides multi-state
access. Family Watchdog displays registry data on interactive maps with radius
search capabilities.



Does crime vary by neighborhood or block?

Crime patterns can vary at multiple geographic levels. Public crime mapping
tools allow users to view data at specific address levels or within defined radius
distances. Research should be address-specific.
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Which law enforcement agency serves a specific property?

Properties within city limits are typically served by that city's police department.
Properties in unincorporated areas or some townships are served by the county
sheriff. Your Realtor can help identify the correct jurisdiction.

Can my Realtor compare crime between different counties?

No. Realtors cannot make comparisons or characterizations about crime levels
in any geographic area.

What if | want information about police or fire response times?

Many police and fire departments publish response time data, service area maps,
or annual reports. Buyers can contact local departments directly or review
publicly available documents. Realtors cannot characterize response quality but
can confirm the location of nearby stations.

Can | talk to residents about their experiences?

Yes. Some buyers choose to speak with current residents, attend neighborhood
or township meetings, or join local social media groups to learn about
community experiences. These informal sources provide subjective perspectives
that complement objective data sources.

Quick Reference: Who Serves My Property?
¢ City limits: City police department
¢ Unincorporated area: County sheriff

¢ Township: Varies—some have police, others use sheriff

Your Realtor can help identify the correct jurisdiction.



Key Takeaways

- Safety is subjective and personal

- Realtors cannot legally characterize any geographic area

- Public resources provide factual data for independent research

- Crime patterns vary at street level

- Each county has different law enforcement and services

- Sex offender registries provide additional public safety information
- In-person visits provide important context

- Research should be address-specific, not generalized by area



