Top 5 First-Time Buyer
Mistakes (And How to Avoid
Them)

Short. Honest. No fluff. Let's make sure you don't fall into the same traps most

first-time buyers do.




1. Falling in Love Too Fast

You find a place that looks perfect... and suddenly you're emotionally all-in. But here's the problem: love
goggles make you blind to red flags — like local noise, weird layouts, or overpriced listings.

How to avoid it:

View the property more than once. Bring someone objective. And always look at the neighbourhood at
different times of day. This isn't dating — it's a 25-year commitment.




2. Thinking the Asking Price Is the Price
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The Misconception

Just because it's listed at £250,000
doesn't mean that's what it's worth. A lot
of buyers forget: estate agents work for
the seller, not for you.
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The Risk

If you're not careful, you can end up
overpaying — and regretting it later if the
valuation doesn't stack up.

How to Avoid It

Do your own homework. Compare similar
sold prices. And get advice from
someone who knows how to challenge a
price when it matters.



3. Ignoring the Extra Costs

Stamp duty, solicitor fees, surveys, removals... it all adds up fast. Many buyers stretch every penny into the deposit, then get blindsided by all the "hidden"

extras and end up borrowing from family or credit cards last minute.
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Stamp Duty Legal Fees Moving Costs
Can be a significant percentage of your purchase Solicitors and conveyancing costs Removals and initial setup expenses
How to avoid it:

Start with a total budget, not just a deposit figure. Include fees, moving costs and a buffer. It's always better to be slightly under budget — not over and

overwhelmed.



4. Forgetting to Check the Neighbours

You can renovate a kitchen. You can't renovate a neighbour. A beautiful home next to a noisy dog,
constant parties, or passive-aggressive parking wars can turn dream into nightmare real quick.

How to avoid it:

Knock on a door. Stroll the street. Ask honest questions. The vibe of a neighbourhood matters just as
much as what's inside the house.




5. Going It Alone

Trying to figure everything out yourself — mortgages, solicitors, surveys, estate agents — is a fast track to burnout. One of the biggest

mistakes people make is thinking asking for help is weak. It's not. It's smart.

‘}D Build Your Support Team —— Get Expert Guidance @ Win, Don't Wing It
That might include a mortgage Professionals can help navigate Don't wing it — win with it.
broker (), a trusted friend, or even complex processes and paperwork.

someone who's done it recently.



% Final Word

) ) . ) ) WELCOME
Buying your first home should be exciting. These mistakes are easy to avoid QME -'
— if you know what to look out for. Now you do. '

If you want someone to guide you through the process, from start to finish (not
just the mortgage bit), drop me a message. Always happy to help.




