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Central Arizona Project

Snow accumulation above Lake Powell as of May 27, 2025 is at 2.0-inches, which 
is 57% of the 30-year median of 3.4-inches for this date, according to Central 
Arizona Project Colorado River Water Supply Report issued May 26. Lake Mead, 
currently in Tier 1 shortage, is projected to remain in Tier 1 shortage condition 
in 2026 and projected to be in Tier 2a shortage in 2027.

residential lots, which has not 
yet received a final plat from 
Mohave County.

Members also heard staff 
reports on the month of April 
district water use totaling 
1,027-acre feet of water, with 
509-acre feet for agricultural 
and 418-acre feet for munici-
pal and industrial.

An acre foot is a volume 
equal to one acre of land cov-
ered by one foot of water, 
325,851 gallons.

Bureau of Reclamation 
Lower Colorado Water Supply 
Report showed Lake Mead 
32% full at 1,058.12-feet in ele-
vation and Lake Powell 33% 
full at 3,558.84 feet in eleva-
tion. Colorado River total sys-
tem contents at 23,325-kaf 
(thousands acre-feet), 40% of 
capacity, lower than last year’s 
24,637-kaf, 42% of capacity.

For the overall Colorado 
River Basin above Lake Powell, 
snow accumulation as of May 
27,2025, is at 2.0-inches, which 
is 57% of the 30-year medi-
an for this date of 3.4-inch-
es, according to the Central 
Arizona Project Colorado River 
Water Supply Report issued 
May 26. Lake Mead, currently 
in Tier 1 shortage, is projected 
to remain in Tier 1 shortage 
condition in 2026 and project-
ed to be in Tier 2a shortage in 
2027.

The next meeting of the 
Mohave Valley Irrigation and 
Drainage District Board of 
Directors is Tuesday, July 1.

It also gets you out of 
the house, she added.

The RVAG Let’s Talk 
Art classes are held 
at 10 a.m. every first 
Wednesday of each 
month at Bullhead 
City Recreation 
Department, 2355 
Trane Road.

Another class is 
held at 10:30 a.m. 
every third Tuesday at 
the Laughlin Library, 
2840 Needles Hwy., in 
Laughlin, Nevada.

All classes are 
open to members and 
non-members.

For more informa-
tion, visit River Valley 
Artists Guild Facebook 
page at facebook.com/
rivervalleyartist.
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Adam Tejeda, middle, and Jim Ahle, right, work side-by-side on their wire tree on 
stone projects at River Valley Artists Guild’s June 4 “Let’s Talk Art” class. Ahle said 
he’s creating something similar to Tejeda’s tree. “He’s helping me because I’m kind of 
fumbling around,” Ahle said. “This is kind of intricate work for an old man … but it’s 
therapeutic.”

Arizona wants 
delay in rule 
on eggs for 
cage-free hens
By HOWARD FISCHER
CAPITOL MEDIA SERVICES

PHOENIX — Saying things are about to 
change, attorneys for the state want a judge to 
delay deciding whether a rule by the Department 
of Agriculture requiring eggs from cage-free hens 
is legal.

But it is less than clear that anything decided 
by Maricopa County Superior Court Judge Scott 
Blaney about pausing the case will make a nick-
el’s worth of difference in the price Arizonans are 
paying right now for eggs -- especially with the 
state’s largest egg producer having to euthanize 
millions of hens due to bird flu, a move that will 
impair supply.

In fact, the lawyers point out to Blaney that the 
rule that a Tucson restaurant owner went to court 
to declare illegal because of the costs actually isn’t 
in effect -- and aren’t able to affect the price and 
availability of eggs.

The case before Blaney concerns whether the 
Department of Agriculture had the authority to 
enact a rule in 2022 to forbid major egg producers 
in the state from keeping their hens penned up all 
their lives in 62-square-inch cages.

In a 2023 lawsuit Grant Kruger contends the 
agency exceeded its authority. And he said his 
status as a purchaser of eggs for his three Tucson 
restaurants -- he figures the additional cost of 
cage-free eggs could cost him up to $3,380 a year 
-- gives him status to sue.

Attorneys for the state disagree. And the judge 
has yet to rule.

But now the lawyers representing the 
Department of Agriculture have a backup plan: 
They want Blaney to delay his decision.

In new filings, they are pointing out to Blaney 
that the department is not enforcing the rule 
which, had it been in effect, would already would 
have required cage-free conditions for laying 
hens. That was done because of concerns that 
implementation would exacerbate already high 
egg prices.

On top of that, Gov. Katie Hobbs in March 
directed the Department of Agriculture to recraft 
the rule -- this time putting off enforcement until 
2032. That also would “clarify’’ other parts of the 
existing rule.

That new rule is expected to be voted on by 
the Department of Agriculture in August, and be 
implemented in October. And what that means, 
the attorneys for the state are telling Blaney, is that 
if he acts now on the legality of the current rule, 
any decision could be irrelevant by the time the 
new rule is enacted.

“Further, depending on the substance of any 
modified rule, it is conceivable that plaintiffs 
might sue again, taking the parties and court back 
to square one based on new text, new arguments 
and a new record,’’ the state’s lawyers are arguing.

“That is not an efficient use of scarce public 
resources,’’ they continued. “It would be far more 
efficient to wait for the rulemaking to finish and 
then assess how to proceed at that point.’’
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MOHAVE VALLEY — Irrigation 
and Drainage District Board members 
approved the district’s fiscal year 2025-26 
annual budget, Mohave County Tax lev-
ies and rates certification and the 2025-
26 Comprehensive Fee Schedule and 
Payment Rules.

The adopted budget shows total rev-

enue of $539,922 and total expenses of 
$643,172. Totals include a $200,000 con-
tingency. The district’s estimated carry-
over of $2,232,265 less a $103,250 reve-
nue deficit leave total net at $2,129,015.

The budget reflects revenue from agri-
cultural user and PPR (priority rights 
holders) water fees, amenity contracts, 
utility company administrative fees, 
interest income, and property taxes at 
$539,922, a 12.6% increase over fiscal 

year 2024-25 revenue of $479,378.
The property tax rate remains $1.50 

per acre and are expected to produce 
$30,063 in fy 2025-26.

Agriculture represents 25% of revenue, 
M&I, property taxes and other fees repre-
sent 36% of revenue and amenity fees at 
39% of revenue.

General Manager Kerri Hatz noted the 
budget included an increase in profes-
sional consultant fees, including another 

item on the agenda for board members 
to consider, the re-engagement of Land 
IQ for crop mapping and consumptive 
use calculations, as well as an optional 
historical imagery analysis, both of which 
the board went on to approve.

Members also approved the 2025-
26 Comprehensive Fee Schedule 
and Payment Rules, which remained 
unchanged from fy 2024-25, and takes 
effect July 1.

Members also approved a request 
for final water allocation for Phase A 
Via Dolce Development Tract 4241 for 
62 residential lots and a request for an 
extension of the remaining prelimi-
nary water allocation for Phase B for 57                                   
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By JENI HENDERSON
MOHAVE VALLEY DAILY NEWS

BULLHEAD CITY — Seasoned 
and aspiring artists alike had the 
opportunity on Wednesday to create 
their very own wire tree on stone at 
this month’s “Let’s Talk Art” class 
hosted by the River Valley Art Guild. 

The class was held June 4 
at Bullhead City Recreation 
Department. All materials were pro-
vided by the guild free of charge.

Angela Guyette, RVAG secretary 
and this month’s class instructor, 
has been with the guild two-and-
a-half years. Her 13-year-old son, 
Adam Tejeda, an artist himself, was 
there as her helper. 

Although this was the first RVAG 
class he’s participated in, he said he 
liked it. 

“It’s something new,” he said.
Tejada made quick work creating 

what he called, “A friendly tree” with 
crosses and leaves, “just like a regu-
lar tree you see in a park.”

Guyette is also involved in many 
forms of art to include ceramics, 
resin art and more. 

“(It) just depends on my mood, 
like I’m creative and I gotta get it out 
so that’s what we do,” she said.

Cindy Johnson left early that 
morning from her home in Kingman 
to attend the class.

Johnson said she attends RVAG 
classes in Bullhead City every month 
unless something else is going on.

“I like going to Laughlin, too,” 
she said. “Sometimes it was a differ-
ent class, sometimes the same but 
I don’t care. It’s fun and I can do 

something different.”
Johnson and her husband were 

from Ohio originally, she said. “We 
used to full-time RV and then we 
ended up here.” 

FMMFD Fire Board 
approves $1.2 million 
loan for phase 2 work 
on Fire Station 91
By DK McDONALD
MOHAVE VALLEY DAILY NEWS

FORT MOHAVE — Phase two renovations of Fort 
Mojave Mesa Fire Department Station 91 will move for-
ward after fire board members voted Tuesday, June 3 to 
approve a $1,250,000 loan.

Fire board members approved Resolution No. 2025-
01 in a special meeting authorizing the lease/purchase 
agreement with Zions Bancorporation N.A. to finance 
completion of the project.

The lease/purchase agreement for 10 years at an inter-
est rate of 4.57% can, with 30-day’s notice, be paid off 
without penalty, said Tye Burgess, of LRB Public Finance 
Advisors, a municipal advisory firm contracted by the fire 
board in February to provides general financial consulting 
services and debt financial advisory services.

“As your financial advisor, I recommend you do this,” 
he said before taking a series of questions from members 
about ranging from the impacts of the loan on insurance 
to how Arizona statutes limit what can be used as security 
for the loan.

The loan proceeds will cover phase two construction 
of apparatus bays as well as removal and reinstallation of 
solar panels at a total cost of $1,069,876.38. The remaining 
funds of $180,132.62 will be used for essential equipment 
including SCBA Fill station, turnout gear washer/extractor 
and related equipment.

Members also voted to award the previously                     

Jeni Henderson/Mohave Valley Daily News

Cindy Johnson was hard at work at River Valley Artists Guild’s June 4 
“Let’s Talk Art” wire tree on stone class. Johnson, who likes her western 
stuff, decorated her wire tree with cactus, horses, guns and cowboy 
boots with a heart leaning against the base of the tree. “I don’t know 
what I’m doing,” she said. “I’m doing all my branches first and then I’m 
going to figure out what to do with my tree.” 

Let’s Talk Art: Wire tree on stone

See ART, Page 4 See LOAN, Page 5
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Mohave Valley Irrigation and Drainage 
District approves FY 2025-26 budget

See MVIDD, Page 4
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