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HTMA President’s Notes  

by Lynne Edmondson 

September 27th, Ricky J Taylor’s popular 

Walker Street Opry perform at 

BurrittOnTheMountain.com Cabaret 

Coffeehouse.  

And now here it is, the 4th Quarter of 2021. 

October is a busy month for HTMA Activities. 

We have 3 events: 1) October 3rd 1:30-4pm is 

a free Gazebo Concert at Burritt. 2) October 

17th  is our meeting/jam at Constitution Hall 

Park. 3) October 25 is the 

BurrittOnTheMountain.com Cabaret 

Coffeehouse featuring 45 Surprise.  

If the weather is warm enough around 

November 21st, we will end the year with our 

final meeting/jam at Constitution Hall Park. 

These Jams are fun and educational, held 

outdoors in trendy downtown Huntsville, and 

social distanced under a large protective 

covering. Comfortable even during a rain 

storm! 

So let me backtrack and briefly tell you how fun 

the Outdoor Gazebo Concert will be. Want to 

see your HTMA friends? Wondering what 

direction folks took their practice sessions 

during the past year or so? Bring a picnic and 

your family. Here is the tentative line up of 

HTMA member performers: 

Consort l’ancienne playing ancient Irish music 

written by O’Carolan. Featuring Phil Sanders 

guitar, Jane Norrell violin, Jane Brennan 

mandolin, Jenny McLeroy violin, Jimi Johnson 

on Hammer Dolcimer, Lynne Edmondson 

violin. 

Phil Searcy, Larry Halterman, Eric Bram, and 

Stephen Edmondson playing individually a 

variety of genres styles.  

Sandy River Ramblers playing Bluegrass 

music, which can be heard on YouTube. 

Featuring Paul Turner, Don Evans, Nancy 

Richardson, Pat Long, and Karen Falkowski. 

The Cold Turkeys featuring Michael Bowman 

on fiddle, Pat McCool on bass, Keating Johns 

on guitar, Alex Reynolds on pedal steel guitar, 

and Andy Kruspe on Irish Hand Drum & 

Percussion. 

Lynne Edmondson, HTMA President 

 

 

1 HTMA President Lynne Edmondson instructing the audience at the 
August Gazebo Concert (photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

  

HTMA Membership meetings have 
resumed, initially as outdoor activities. 

 
Please check the HTMA website to verify 
meeting times.  
 

HTMA Coffeehouses have resumed as 

outdoor gatherings at the Burritt Gazebo.  

Volume 55 – Issue 4        www.huntsvillefolk.org            Fall 2021 



Page | 2 
 

Editors Notes 

By Jerry LeCroy 

Dear Friends, 

We are about to close out the 2021 HTMA 

coffeehouse season. The Gazebo concerts 

we have held in partnership with Burritt 

Museum have been a resounding success 

for the artists, audiences, and HTMA. We 

have had larger audiences than ever, and 

been able to pay artists more money, both 

excellent improvements. 

We will take a winter hiatus, and restart 

shows when either COVID cools off or the 

weather warms up. 

A Remembrance of Ken Hinkle 

By Bill Cassell 

I miss Ken Hinkle – a lot.  Ken was an active 

member of HTMA when I began attending 

meetings about 2006.  I was fortunate to 

see him “open” for Shane Adkins at the 

HTMA Coffeehouse on Aug 24 of that year.  

At the time I didn’t know how to play a 

traditional instrument and knew only a few 

tunes.  But, to me, Ken immediately “stood 

out” among the HTMA jammers I met 

because of his talent, his enjoyment of 

music, and the songs he chose.   

Ken had overwhelming musical ability.  

Ken’s finger picking guitar style sounded like 

Chet Atkins to me.  Ken seemed to use a lot 

of chord changes, bending notes, and 

adding fills and frills to make each song 

come alive.  Ken took 2nd place in the 

guitar fingerpicking contest at the 2005 

Tennessee Valley Old Time Fiddler’s 

Convention.  Ken had a great voice, and lots 

of enthusiasm.  He had a gift of learning a 

melody quickly, taking breaks on even 

unfamiliar songs.  He had wonderful stage 

presence.   

One feature of Ken’s guitar playing that 

tickled me was how he would sometimes 

begin a song, run through the chord 

progression, and then sing a few measures 

with everyone else joining in, but then stop 

and start over in a different key.  He was 

not embarrassed by this at all; it was just 

Ken’s style.  It was endearing, and also 

impressive to me that he could finger pick a 

song in multiple keys without a capo.   

Ken seemed to sincerely enjoy playing and 

singing.  In jams, he never passed when it 

was his turn to pick a song.  He was always 

eager to lead a song from his huge 

inventory.  Years later, when I learned to 

play well enough to join the HTMA nursing 

home gigs led by Bill McCampbell, and later 

by Jim England, I saw the enjoyment his 

performances gave to those audiences.  Ken 

had a way of playing and singing with 

energy and infectious joy that connected 

with, and captivated, everyone.  

To give one example -- I was delighted 

whenever Ken sang, I Never See Maggie 

Alone.  I’ve never heard anyone else sing 

this song, although apparently Ray Charles 

covered it on a 1964 album.  [Editors note – 

This song was written by Everett Lynton and 

Harry Tisley in 1927] In it, the singer 

expresses dismay at the appearance of his 

girlfriend’s family whenever he tries to 
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court her alone.  When Ken sang the last 

verse, I could not help laughing aloud. 

One day she said she was wishing that I could take her 

fishing, 

    So I knew I'd see Maggie alone. 

In the canoe there we two, there went gliding o'er the 

water, 

    Far from the noise of her home. 

I threw the line in, thought I'd catch a trout. 

    I'd got a bite and pulled the line right out, 

There was her father, her mother, her sister and her 

brother, 

Oh! I never see Maggie alone. 

Ken could also play and sing hymns 

beautifully, with feeling, that would deeply 

touch my heart.  On a recent HTMA Zoom 

jam, Ken sang There’s Something About 

That Name, which includes these words 

that Ken sang with emotion in his voice: 

“Jesus, Jesus, Jesus; Let all Heaven and 

earth proclaim; Kings and kingdoms will all 

pass away; But there’s something about 

that name.”   

Ken’s playlist stretched across folk, old 

time, country, show tunes and gospel, 

among others.  At nursing home 

performances and HTMA jams, when it 

came Ken’s turn, I could never anticipate 

what song he would play.  When I was new 

to HTMA I would sometimes make a note of 

tunes and songs that jammers played, to 

help me prepare for the next jam (though I 

never was prepared).  One such note 

indicates that Ken played A Fool Such As I 

(in A) at the March 2007 Constitution 

Village jam, and This Day is Mine (by Jerry 

Reed) at the March 2009 HTMA 

Coffeehouse.  These are not easy songs – to 

play or sing.  And these lyrics from This Day 

Is Mine, that Ken sang that day, are an 

appropriate way to end this tribute to my 

friend Ken, a truly wonderful human being.  

When the sun came up this morning, I took the time 

to watch it rise. 

    As its beauty struck the darkness from the skies. 

I thought how small and unimportant all my troubles 

seem to be, 

    and how lucky another day belongs to me. 

And as the sleepy world around me woke up to greet 

the day, 

    and all its silent beauty seemed to say: 

So what, my friend, if all your dreams you haven't 

realized. 

    Look around, you got a whole new day to try. 

Today is mine, today is mine, to do with what I will. 

    Today is mine. My own special cup to fill. 

To die a little that I might learn to live. 

    And take from life that I might learn to give. 

Today is mine. 

 

2  Ken Hinkle (in red shirt) leading a song at a Regency Retirement 
facility performance (photo courtesy B  Cassels) 
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HTMA Executive Board 
 

President - 

LYNNE EDMONDSON 
info@huntsvillefolk.org  

Vice President & Public Service Chairman 

 

JIM ENGLAND 

256-852-5740 harpatune@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 

PAT LONG 
plong@hiwaay.net 
 

Publicity Chairman 

BOB HICKS 
publicity@huntsvillefolk.org 
 

Performance Chair 

ALEX DIETERICH 
booking@huntsvillefolk.org   
 

Operations Chairmen 

GEORGE WILLIAMS 

george.p.williams@pobox.com 
LARRY HALTERMAN (co-chair) 

vincenthalterman@yahoo.com  
 
Webmaster/ 

CHRIS KIDD 
chris@lawcall.com 
 

Acting Newsletter Editor 

JERRY LECROY (Position open!) 

jerry.lecroy@gmail.com  
 
The leadership of HTMA invites YOU 
to be an active part of our great 
organization, whether you play an 
instrument, or want to share in any 
other way, we welcome you and thank 
you for your support! 

Schedule of Upcoming Events 
 

HTMA Membership meetings will normally 

be held at 1:30-4:00 on the third Sunday of 

each month. Please check the website for 

locations, as we are deciding where to 

play by ear each month. This summer we 

have been meeting at Constitution Village.  

Jim England’s retirement home gigs are 

planning to restart eventually, though that has 

been postponed due to the Covid Delta variant 

outbreak.   Locations and dates are not firm at 

our publication date. 

For more information about HTMA or current events, 

you can visit our website at 

www.huntsvillefolk.org 

You can join up or renew membership using PayPal at  

http://www.huntsvillefolk.org/paypal.htm  

Note that ALL HTMA memberships expire at year’s end, 

so if you haven’t yet renewed your membership, it’s 

time to do that.  

3 Dennis Parker taking time off from his day job with Ricky Skaggs to 
play a 2018 HTMA coffeehouse (photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

mailto:info@huntsvillefolk.org
mailto:booking@huntsvillefolk.org
mailto:george.p.williams@pobox.com
mailto:vincenthalterman@yahoo.com
mailto:jerry.lecroy@gmail.com
http://www.huntsvillefolk.org/
http://www.huntsvillefolk.org/paypal.htm
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4 Orrin Star in 2010, one of three HTMA-sponsored Star concerts. 
Sadly, Orrin passed on in 2017. (photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

5 Jerry and Brandy Cobb playing a 2019 HTMA coffeehouse 
(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

  

6  Honeysuckle Blue, playing in 2019  

(Photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 
 

 

7 The Iron Horse band playing a 2018 coffeehouse 

(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

8 Former HTMA Webmistress Jeri-Ann Payne and her big band at an 
HTMA coffeehouse in June 2017 (photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

9 Former HTMA Performance chair Bob Heinisch and Patti Heinisch 
in HTMA's March 2018 coffeehouse 
(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

  



Page | 6 
 

Summer Un-Coffeehouse 

Operational Changes! 
Our new Performance Chair Alex Dieterich 

has booked great talent to restart the 

HTMA performance schedule. The planned 

shows will be outdoors at the Burritt 

Museum Gazebo (weather permitting). As 

usual, showtime is 7:00. Burritt sets up 

chairs, and we will move indoors if weather 

turns out to be a problem.Tickets are 

available through the Burritt web page: 

https://burrittonthemountain.com/events/2

021-07/  

Due to concerns about over-crowding on 

this socially-distanced outdoor event, the 

number of tickets is limited and no tickets 

will be available at the event – if you want 

to come you need to obtain your tickets in 

advance.  

Advance tickets are $10, and limited 

tickets may be available at the door for 

$12. Kids 12 and under will continue to be 

admitted free with ticket-holding family. 

Thanks for your understanding of the event 

admission restrictions as HTMA tries to 

adapt to the post-COVID world.  

 

10 Don Corder will open the October HTMA concert at Burritt 
Museum (photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

We Get By With a Little Help From 

Our Friends 

HTMA has always managed to just scuffle 

by on the strength of a handful of 

dedicated volunteers. Sadly, though, 

several key positions in the organization 

are just one person deep. That means 

losing just one person can put a major 

crimp in the Association’s operations and 

productions. We sorely need volunteer co-

chairs for: 

• Performance chair – for booking and 

contracting with artists 

• Production chair – for managing 

sound and lights etc for gigs 

• Communications chair – for editing 

and assembling this newsletter 

None of these jobs involve a huge time 

investment, but every one is crucial. 

Please help if you are able. 

 

 

 

11 Mike Perry opens the September 27th HTMA concert this year 
(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

  

https://burrittonthemountain.com/events/2021-07/
https://burrittonthemountain.com/events/2021-07/
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Moondust Big Band was the 

Feature for HTMA’s August 24th 

Show at Burritt Museum 

The August concert at Burritt Museum featured what I 

believe to be the largest ensemble HTMA has ever 

presented, Huntsville’s Moondust Big Band.  This was a 

big challenge for Operations Chair George Williams, but 

he pulled it off with style and grace, and no small 

amount of sweat. Both the artists and the audience had 

a great time! 

 

12 Moondust Big Band saxophone section at Burritt Museum in 
August 2021. (photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

  

13 Moondust Big Band playing an HTMA concert at Burritt Museum 
in August 2021. (photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

14 Dave MConnell, vocalist with the Moondust Big Band 
(photo courtesy J. LeCroy)  

 

15  Tom Edmondson, baritone sax with the Moondust Big Band 
(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

16 Karen Newsum opened the August concert at Burritt  
(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 
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HTMA Membership 

Your membership dues serve an excellent 

purpose, and are much appreciated. You 

can renew on-line via PayPal at: 

http://www.huntsvillefolk.org/paypal.htm 

or by sending a check made out to “HTMA” 

to Treasurer Pat Long, 414 McClung 

Avenue, Huntsville, AL 35801. 

 
17 Mary Flower and Microwave Dave Gallaher in a 2019 HTMA 
concert at the old church 
(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 
18 Judy and Josh Allison playing an HTMA coffeehouse in 2018 
(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

 

 

Gazebo Concert Oct 3, 2021 
By Lynne Edmondson 

HTMA members will perform at our annual 

Gazebo Concert held at Burritt on the 

Mountain Gazebo from 1:30pm-4pm. 

Artists are listed in the President’s Notes on 

Page 1. 

Admission to Burritt is free to all visitors 

and participants on this afternoon of music 

and fun! Bring a chair, refreshing drinks, 

and picnic basket. 

 

 

19 Free Indeed band in a 2017 HTMA coffeehouse. This may have 

been the bands last live show. 
(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

20 Former HTMA President Jack Ellis playing an HTMA coffeehouse 
in 2013 (photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

http://www.huntsvillefolk.org/paypal.htm


Page | 9 
 

Oshi Tells the Secrets of the 

Paper Plane Engineers 
By Vincent Halterman 

There certainly are whens 

They come to remind 

That days for children 

Are not measured by clock hand hours 

While outside  

Eyes with reflection 

Sparking, shimmering, dimming 

A dance of ignition 

Worn as swirling crowns 

A daily genius discovered 

With number two Ticonderogas 

Ruled paper 

And four colored pens  

That scribbled airship intentions 

Then creased 

Bent and folded 

Origami 

Soon to fly 

When echoes the Bells 

  

 

 

And a symphony of forty barking dogs 

Conducted by “Bierka” 

Signal the children into lines 

To wait 

Before entering the wilds 

Unleash their vessels 

To reach the clouds 

Polyhymnia breathes into my ear, 

“You know, what they’re doing is 
Magick” 

Yes, 

When our names are called 

We point to our hearts  

Not our heads 
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Do you have an item for sale? Are you looking for an instrument? Are you wanting to acquire, trade or sell 

musical gear, recordings, books, get something repaired.... Do you need music lessons? Are you wanting to 

join or find a new group or band member? This section of our newsletter is for members to place ads for 

services or instruments or anything related to music. It will be updated for each newsletter. If you have an 

item or advertisement you would like to be published, please send an EMAIL to jerry.lecroy@gmail.com  to 

have your listing included in the upcoming newsletter. In your email, fully describe what you are offering or 

looking for, and how you want users to contact YOU, via email, phone or both, etc. Once your listing or item is 

no longer active, please also email webmaster@huntsvillefolk.org for removal of your listing.  

Please note that HTMA makes this free service available to aid members and friends in finding, trading or 

selling music items and services only - and HTMA is not responsible for the completion or non-compliance of 

any transactions.

HTMA  

Local Music Resources 

mailto:jerry.lecroy@gmail.com

