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HTMA President’s Notes  

by Lynne Edmondson 

Hi Huntsville Traditional Music Association Friends 

So much is going on for this our 57th year! We were 

awarded a grant by Arts Huntsville, “Celebrating Music 

from Roots to Americana.” And continue to be 

supported by Burritt on the Mountain. 

HTMA has so many plans and so many volunteer hours 

each year! I calculated our 2022 volunteer hours at 

about 1,200. We reached 632 people at our 8 

performances. We had 2,632 participants and audience 

members at our outreach jams. We are always looking 

for new team members. If you would like to be a 

performer, make an effort to attend our monthly 

meeting jams. Board position opening in 2024 is the 

HTMA Publicity Chair, our communication link between 

the organization and the public. The person who agrees 

to accept this position will begin shadowing in 2023. 

Coffeehouse Performances are back in the Old Church 

and Pavilion. Will let you know within a week in 

advance which location so you know whether to bring a 

butt pillow for the church or a chair for the Pavilion. The 

September 10th Gazebo Concert is back at the Gazebo. 

In 2021 we went to advance ticket sales. To facilitate a 

smoother check-in process and due to limited seating 

capacity, we still encourage you to purchase your 

admission in advance by noon of the performance date. 

Advance ticket sales will close shortly after noon. 

Tickets are no longer sold through Burritt, but are for 

sale on the huntsvillefolk.org website $10 plus fees in 

advance, $12 at the door. For the first time this year, we 

have season tickets available, 10 Coffeehouse shows 

and the Gazebo Concert for $90. I am so excited for the 

upcoming season; Jani Brill has done an excellent job 

finding great performers who are new to HTMA and 

may be new to you as well! Coffeehouse times are still 

7-9pm and so as to not interfere with the sound check, 

doors will open at 6:45 pm.  

  

HTMA Membership are monthly 
gatherings in the Auditorium at the 
Huntsville Public Library at 915 Monroe 
Street. 

 
Meetings are usually the third Sunday of each month, 1:30-

4:30. 

Please check the HTMA website to verify 
meeting times.  
 

HTMA Coffeehouses have returned to the 

old church at Burritt Museum. Advance 

tickets are available at the HTMA website, 

for $10. Tickets at the gate will be $12.  

February 28 The Grasstronaughts 
opening by Karen Newsum 

March 28 Andrew’s Legend 
opening by Lawana Beard 

April 25 Milltowne 
Opening by The Sandy River Ramblers 

Check the next newsletter or the HTMA website 

for the rest of our 2023 performance schedule 
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The dates are the 4th Tuesdays: 

January 24, 2023 

February 28 

March 28 

April 25 

May 23 

June 27 

July 25 

August 22 

October 24 

November 28 

Benefits of season tickets. You are guaranteed a 

ticket/admission to every HTMA Coffeehouse 

Performance and to the September 10 afternoon 

Gazebo Concert. You don’t have to remember if you 

paid for the event each month. Plus, you get a reduced 

price for tickets. 

The HTMA monthly jams continue in the Madison 

County Library auditorium on Monroe Street of 

downtown Huntsville. The jams are held on Sundays 

from 1:30 - 4:00 pm. The next jams are scheduled for 

Jan 15, Feb 19, Mar 26, April 23 and May 21. In addition 

to developing as a performer, you get opportunities to 

play and learn with other musicians while at the same 

time networking.  

Benefits of Membership. Members get to be opening 

musicians at Coffeehouses. Membership helps HTMA 

balance the budget while paying musicians a fair wage, 

hiring a consultant sound technician and paying for the 

venue. Membership is $15 for individuals $20 for 

families. 

See you soon, 

Lynne Edmondson 

Sincere thanks to all our hard -working board 

members and other volunteers: 
President Lynne Edmondson 

VP / Public Service Chair Jim England 

Secretary / Treasurer Pat Long 

Publicity Chair Bob Hicks 
Performance Chair Jani Brill  

Publications / Past HTMA President Jerry LeCroy 

Webmaster Chris Kidd 

Sound Technician Tye Davis 

 
Stephen Edmondson & Mary Lou Lewis door/tickets 

Phil Searcy Coffeehouse roadie-in-chief  

Bill Cassels Regional Event Updates 

Lynne Edmondson, HTMA President 

 

1 HTMA President Lynne Edmondson fiddling around (photo 

courtesy J. LeCroy) 

HTMA WELCOMES CRUCIAL NEW 

PRODUCTION VOLUNTEERS 
By Jerry LeCroy 

I am delighted to announce that HTMA has 

entered into an entire new era in our 

coffeehouse and concert production.  

For the first time since about 1990, HTMA 

productions will benefit from having a 

professional sound technician working on 

stage set-up and running the house mix. We 

have contracted with Tye Davis to do this 

work. George Williams and I spent some 

time with Tye going over the features of 

HTMA PA gear and the sound quality we 

have been aiming to achieve at our 

productions. I think Tye is an excellent 

mailto:info@huntsvillefolk.org
mailto:harpatune@yahoo.com
mailto:plong@hiwaay.net
mailto:hsvfolk@gmail.com
mailto:jani@telesolve.us
mailto:jerry.lecroy@gmail.com
mailto:chris@lawcall.com
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addition to the coffeehouse production 

team. 

Tye’s job requires getting a handle on the 

performers and their instruments, the 

performance environment, and even the 

weather. Keeping track of every element in 

a large band is tough, and adjusting each 

audio channel to make the band sound 

their best is challenging.  

In addition to Tye Davis joining the HTMA 

crew, I want to thank Phil Searcy for staying 

on board as our key production logistics 

person. Phil started in this volunteer 

position after the August coffeehouse, 

when he loaded up the collected HTMA PA 

and light gear in his Honda Pilot and carried 

it home. Phil’s job is essential for most 

HTMA performances, and it isn’t an easy 

job.  

Our load-out includes fourteen packages, 

the largest the 40-pound main speakers, 

down to a small bag for DI boxes and 

cables. Every gig bag gets unpacked and set 

up at the venue, and after the show gets re-

packed and loaded in the car for the ride 

home. But Phil still has to unload all the 

gear out of his car after he gets home. This 

is a huge commitment, and the HTMA 

community owes Phil a ton of appreciation 

for offering to take it on. It’s definitely a 

labor of love.  

 

2 HTMA's new PA Gear-Hauler-In-Chief Phil Searcy (photo courtesy 

J. LeCroy) 

  

3 Don Corder playing a COOOOLD evening at Burritt’s Gazebo in 

October 2021  
(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 
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Editors Notes 

Dear Friends, 

Welcome to the first edition of the HTMA 2023 

newsletter! 

Why are we late going to press again? Same as last 

time – your editor is pretty lazy, and newsletter 

submissions from association members has been a 

trifle thin. Still, this newsletter, like so many other 

things, remains a work in progress. 

I am always looking for new content, articles, 

essays, poetry, or pictures, from HTMA members. 

Even a collection of banjo jokes will be welcome! 

There is a soft requirement that there ought to be 

some kind of musical connection (requirement 

waived for poetry) and a hard requirement that it 

needs to be original – not a repost from some 

random web page. 

Best Regards, 

Jerry LeCroy 

 

 

 

 

 

HTMA Executive Board 
 

President - 

LYNNE EDMONDSON 
info@huntsvillefolk.org  

Vice President & Public Service Chairman 

 

JIM ENGLAND 

256-852-5740 harpatune@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 

PAT LONG 
plong@hiwaay.net 
 

Publicity Chairman 

BOB HICKS 
publicity@huntsvillefolk.org 
 

Performance Chair 

JANI BRILL  
booking@huntsvillefolk.org   
 

Operations Chair 

Phil Searcy 

 
 
Webmaster/ 

CHRIS KIDD 
chris@lawcall.com 
 

Acting Newsletter Editor 

JERRY LECROY (Position open!) 

jerry.lecroy@gmail.com  
 

The leadership of HTMA invites YOU 
to be an active part of our great 
organization, whether you play an 
instrument, or want to share in any 
other way, we welcome you and thank 
you for your support! 

For more information about HTMA or current events, 

you can visit our website at 

www.huntsvillefolk.org 

You can join up or renew membership using PayPal at  

http://www.huntsvillefolk.org/paypal.htm  

Note that ALL HTMA memberships expire at year’s end, 

so if you haven’t yet renewed your membership, it’s 

time to do that.  

4 Black Market Haggis at HTMA’s August 2019 Coffeehouse  
(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

mailto:info@huntsvillefolk.org
mailto:booking@huntsvillefolk.org
mailto:jerry.lecroy@gmail.com
http://www.huntsvillefolk.org/
http://www.huntsvillefolk.org/paypal.htm
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The Socratic Sieves 

Submitted By Larry Halterman 

In Ancient Greece, Socrates had a great 

reputation of wisdom. One day, someone came 

to find the great philosopher and said to him: 

- Do you know what I just heard about your 

friend? 

- A moment, replied Socrates. Before you tell me, 

I would like to test what you might say with the 

three sieves. 

- The three sieves? 

- Yes, continued Socrates. Before telling anything 

about the others, it's good to take the time to 

filter what you mean. I call it the test of the three 

sieves. The first sieve is the TRUTH. Have you 

checked if what you're going to tell me is true? 

- No, I just heard it. 

- Very good! So, you don't know if it's true. We 

continue with the second sieve, that of 

KINDNESS. What you want to tell me about my 

friend, is it good? 

- Oh, no! On the contrary. 

- So, questioned Socrates, you want to tell me 

bad things about him and you're not even sure 

they're true? Maybe you can still pass the test of 

the third sieve, that of UTILITY. Is it useful that I 

know what you're going to tell me about this 

friend? 

- No, really. 

- So, concluded Socrates, what you were going to 

tell me is neither true, nor good, nor useful. Why, 

then, did you want to tell me this? 

 

  

  

 

 

 

5 Honeysucke Blue at a 2019 HTMA Coffeehouse 
(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

6 Charelle Hudgins and Ben Davis Playing with Milltowne at the 
August 2022 HTMA Coffeehouse (photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

HTMA meeting jams at the 

Huntsville/Madison County 

Downtown Library 

Auditorium 

1:30-4pm  

February 19th 
March 26th 
April 23th  

May 21st 
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7 Milltowne at the August 2022 HTMA Coffeehouse (photo courtesy 
J. LeCroy) 

 

8 Former HTMA president Joe Berry at a concert in 2002 
 (photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

9 Newsletter editor Jerry LeCroy playing an HTMA concert in July 
2002 

 

10 Former HTMA Performance Chair Lou Beasley (at left) playing an 
HTMA concert in 2002 

  

Mark Your Calendar for  

MILLTOWNE returning to 

the HTMA coffeehouse 

Tuesday April 25th 

7-9, doors open at 6:30) 

opening by  

Sandy River Ramblers 

with Paul Turner, Pat Long, 

Karen Falkowski, Nancy 

Richardson, and Don Evans 
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11 Shane Adkins playing at the January 2023 HTMA coffeehouse 
(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

12 Karen Newsum at the Burritt Gazebo 
 (photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

 

 

13 John Mock and Deborah Packard at a 2002 HTMA Coffeehouse 
(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

14 Josh and Judy Allison at the July 2018 HTMA Coffeehouse (photo 
courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

15 Chase Creek Strings at the January 2023 HTMA Coffeehouse 
(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 
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Who’s coming to  

The Coffeehouse? 

February 28th – The Grasstronaughts. 
The Grasstronaughts is a new, progressive 

bluegrass band composed of outstanding and 

experienced local musicians. The Grasstronaughts 

play traditional bluegrass tunes and an extensive 

list of more modern songs not thought of as 

bluegrass. The group takes a wide range of 

Americana, Rock and Folk Rock and converts it with 

conventional bluegrass instruments for a very 

different bluegrass sound. Some examples of 

artists covered are The Beatles, Coldplay, The Civil 

Wars, Jason Isbell, Steely Dan, Crosby, Stills and 

Nash and the Punch Brothers. James Parker plays 

the guitar and is the lead singer. James is classically 

trained on the guitar and was a former music 

director at Southwood Presbyterian Church. 

Huntsville bass icon Nick Walker plays the bass. 

Nick is an extraordinary, professional bass player 

who plays with many diverse groups around town, 

including Milltowne. Ben Davis of Tangled Strings 

Studios and the 45 Surprise band plays mandolin 

and sings. Russ Holder plays Dobro and sings. Russ 

is the go to Dobro player for many bands, including 

the Stillwater and Randy Waller bands. Lauren 

Clardy, a protégé of master fiddler Jim Wood, plays 

the fiddle. Lauren is an outstanding bluegrass 

fiddler and is an instructor at Huntsville Strings. Phil 

Riddick plays the banjo. Phil has played in many 

bands through the years and is the owner of the 

Huntsville Strings music shop in south Huntsville. 

 

Opening act will be the Karen Newsum, Long-

serving HTMA Performance Chair.  Karen Newsum 

is a singer/songwriter who enjoys writing songs 

from her life experiences as well as whimsical 

songs for children. Young or old, her audiences 

delight in her original lyrics and music. 

 

16 The Grasstronaughts (photo courtesy the  artists) 

March 28 - Andrew’s Legend - 

Hailing from Florence, Alabama, Andrew’s Legend 

performs mostly Celtic Folk style tunes. Andrew 

Garner and his Legend (Allison and Chad Mackey) 

have been spreading the joy shared over music 

(and a pint) to everyone who’s ready to listen and 

sing along.   

Lawana Beard will open, performing a repertoire of 

Celtic favorites on her diatonic autoharp to include 

tunes by Turlough O’Carolan, the beloved and 

renowned 17thcentury Irish harpist. 

 

17Jesse Smith playing for HTMA with Free Indeed in 2017 

(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 
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April 25 – Milltowne 

The Milltowne band pays tribute to Americana 

acoustic roots by weaving a dynamic blend of 

bluegrass, folk, rock, blues, & country music. With 

influences ranging from Bill Monroe and the 

Beatles to the Grateful Dead, Milltowne delivers 

modern interpretations of traditional classics while 

rendering modern tunes with traditional 

arrangements to create a timeless sound that 

appeals to listeners of all ages and musical 

backgrounds. 

Opening for Milltowne will be the Sandy River 

Ramblers featuring traditional American and Celtic 

string band music. Reels, jigs, waltzes breakdowns, 

ballads.. the works! 

Guitar: Paul Turner 

Mandolin/Vocals: Pat Long 

Banjo: Karen Falkowski 

Fiddle: Nancy Richardson & Don Evans 

 

Come out to join us at the Burritt Old Church. 

Spread the word to your family and friends about 

our upcoming performances, we look forward to 

seeing you! 

 

 

 

18 Milltowne at the August 2022 HTMA Coffeehouse (photo 
courtesy J. LeCroy) 

HTMA Membership 

Your membership dues serve an excellent 

purpose, and are much appreciated. You 

can renew on-line via PayPal at:  
https://www.huntsvillefolk.org/membership  

Or by sending a check made out to “HTMA” 

to Treasurer Pat Long, 414 McClung 

Avenue, Huntsville, AL 35801. 

Situation Available! 

For the past dozen years or so Bob Hicks has 

served as HTMA’s principal Publicity Chair. Bob 

has done a terrific job sending out 

announcements up upcoming Association events 

and populating our Facebook page with all sorts 

of great stuff. Bob has also been an invaluable 

proofreader for this newsletter. However, Bob is 

ready to hand over the Publicity reins to a new 

(and presumably younger) volunteer.  

Please consider becoming a key contributor to 

the HTMA Executive Committee by taking on this 

chairmanship! 

Here’s what Mr. Hicks has to say about the job: 

HTMA Publicity Chairman Job Description (as recorded 

by Bob Hicks, 12 Jan 2023) 

• Publicize all HTMA activities 

• Communicate to members and interested 
parties info about those activities 

• Communicate information as directed by the 
HTMA board 

• Serve on HTMA board (discussing and voting on 
all matters) 

Publicity methods will change over time. This is 

a summary of what I’ve been doing: 

1) I am the principal maintainer of the HTMA 

Facebook page, posting info about HTMA 

activities as well as those musical activities of 

interest to members and followers. I also set up 

https://www.huntsvillefolk.org/membership
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events and respond to questions from followers 

of the site. 

2) I maintain an email list of people interested in 

HTMA activities. I add and remove emails as 

requested and occasionally remove email 

addresses that consistently fail. The number of 

email addresses is currently about 225. I mass 

email info about coffeehouses, jam sessions and 

any communication that I feel is important. 

Emails are sent out using the bcc feature of 

Gmail, so that email addresses are kept private. I 

use a personal Gmail account that I set up for all 

email communication (hsvfolk@gmail.com). I 

personally respond to all questions arising from 

these emails. 

3) I work with other people that are part of the 

overall publicity effort, including those creating 

flyers, publisher of the HTMA newsletter, the 

HTMA webmaster, those recording spots for 
WLRH and those booking the acts. 

 

4) I research the upcoming coffeehouse 

performers, looking for quality musical links to 

share, finding quality photos of the band, 

determining the names of the performers, 

researching published cds and digging for 

interesting history or facts about the band. I 

sometimes talk to the band to clarify the above 

and see if they will be selling cds. Some bands 

will provide all of the above and some provide 

very little. I try to summarize this information 

for publicity purposes. 

5) There are many other publicity opportunities 

that I haven’t pursued such as mass texting, 

Twitter, providing info to various local electronic 
and physical media outlets, etc. 

6) There is little money allocated to publicity, so 

I mainly stick to free methods, incurring very 

little publicity expense. 

 

19 Jim Holland playing with Black Market Haggis in 2019 

(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

 

 

20 Jerry and Brandy Cobb playing an HTMA coffeehouse in June 2019 
(photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

mailto:hsvfolk@gmail.com
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21 Dennis Parker was the featured artist at the June 2019 HTMA 
coffeehouse (photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 

22 HTMA First Gentleman Steve Edmondson playing in the Old 
Church at Burritt (photo courtesy J. LeCroy) 

 
 

 

 

 

23 HTMA President Lynne Edmondson receiving HTMA's first ever 
grant funds from the Huntsville Arts Council (photo courtesy J. Brill) 
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Do you have an item for sale? Are you looking for an instrument? Are you wanting to acquire, trade or sell 

musical gear, recordings, books, get something repaired.... Do you need music lessons? Are you wanting to 

join or find a new group or band member? This section of our newsletter is for members to place ads for 

services or instruments or anything related to music. It will be updated for each newsletter. If you have an 

item or advertisement you would like to be published, please send an EMAIL to jerry.lecroy@gmail.com  to 

have your listing included in the upcoming newsletter. In your email, fully describe what you are offering or 

looking for, and how you want users to contact YOU, via email, phone or both, etc. Once your listing or item is 

no longer active, please also email webmaster@huntsvillefolk.org for removal of your listing.  

Please note that HTMA makes this free service available to aid members and friends in finding, trading or 

selling music items and services only - and HTMA is not responsible for the completion or non-compliance of 

any transactions.

HTMA  

Local Music Resources 

mailto:jerry.lecroy@gmail.com
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Jerry LeCroy has a lightly-used hammer dulcimer that needs a new home. Hand-crafted in 1997 by Enos Yeager.  

13/14 course, with hard case, height-adjustable stand, tuning wrench, and three pairs of hammers. $400 

 

Contact  jerry.lecroy@gmail.com 

 

mailto:jerry.lecroy@gmail.com
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