
3 key facts 
Advisors should know.

REVERSE MORTGAGE STRATEGIES:

A Home Equity Conversion Mortgage 
(HECM) is a helpful retirement funding
tool—not a last resort.

Academic research1 supports HECM 
strategies for extending retirement portfolio 
lifespans and increasing legacy values.

A reverse mortgage can improve a 
retirement funding plan in many ways.

alternative sources of funding

potentially higher returns

higher likelihood

lower taxable income

increase the sustainable
withdrawal rate

secure a portfolio

Increases in value

Is guaranteed to be available

tapped or left to grow

2

distribution options 4

Eliminates monthly mortgage payments:

Reduces taxable income

Can establish a reserve

Can help avoid capital gains

safer than ever.

more secure retirement



Remember, all reverse 
mortgage lenders are 
not created equal.

Make sure to look for a lender that:

Using a reverse mortgage 

to tap home equity is one of 

the most powerful options 

available to retirees today.

- Alicia Munnell, Director
   Center for Retirement Research at Boston College
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