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Hi,  
 
Welcome to the third edition of The Dean Scene - now with over 1200 subscribers! A 
huge thank you for being part of our growing community of readers—it’s been wonderful 
to see so many people signing up and sharing our enthusiasm for celebrating life in 
Rottingdean, Saltdean, Woodingdean, Ovingdean and Roedean. 
 
Firstly, we’d like to give a huge congratulations to Helping Paws, who raised over 
£7000 at last Sundays Fun Dog Show in Saltdean Oval Park! What an incredible 
achievement by Karen and the whole team! They also raised £289 at the Tuesday 
Night Quiz at the Plough Inn!  
 
And well done to the Plough Inn Golf Society who raised £200 on Wednesday in the 
Chris White Cup - playing golf in extremely stormy conditions over at Seaford Head 
GC! All proceeds go to The Plough Inn Deans Foundation, a newly formed registered 
charity to support local causes within the Deans. 
 
Tuesday night saw St Margaret’s School hall full to capacity in support of Save 
Rottingdean Library. Please visit the website for the latest updates and ways to get 
involved at https://www.saverottingdeanlibrary.co.uk/ 
 
Our subscriber list is growing fast, but we’d still love your help to spread the word. If 
you know a friend, neighbour or colleague who would enjoy a positive weekly update 
about local life, please encourage them to sign up at www.deanscene.co.uk. 
 
Thank you once again for your continued support—it really does mean so much as 
The Dean Scene takes shape week by week. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Lisa Staples 
P.S. Got an upcoming event, story, or photo you’d like us to feature? Send it over to 
hello@deanscene.co.uk—we’d love to hear from you! 
P.P.S. Local business owner? We’re still offering our special early opening rates—
email me directly or visit https://deanscene.co.uk/business 
 
 
 
  

https://email.e.deanscene.co.uk/c/eJxsk09zozgQxT8NXLbiAgHCHHTwxENi54__ZGzjvbiEJEABSSAJbPzpt-xkt7Zq5vpTq_vVe93kxCl6ET64Chlnl-24-4xm--2SuhR5gHlJ4FIlMJeITSjD0hAm2YSoSV9_P5zUWTJtKt6e7Ngy1CiCLVdfnLoM-XEUwxhC4LlMYN6cBDMGl-w2-Xipq8PwOrC2WD4LwzeyuH5X3ZsRLFrMS_k_dvsGpwTQMMK08ECYFHlCSBHhJHGZHLhWUjBpUasV7clNiluhGLJk6rMQkzD0oxwGEaA0Kvy8mMZJ7vkuR8ADkZf4wPcDz48n0MtpkgMKvDiI8BQ4ofe7BQ2qrG2NE8wckDogbbisJ8KURlI9IUo4IL0rf7Aak5rL0gFpQZhHY9_Li8gJUqKkxcQuqBPMu66D7fpa67z69bJq2u0bfnMA7K04GdVrwpxgfm_3DQWjvBf_wr8E1jWzXJZuQ05fhnFpmZa4QTuQGvq0rzN_6oB021ePtYa7Ov81xlOzHz-kJon3ONisWfxYB4EYYQSbY01A_XPtgPSlKi6782V4zYsVbh_72UAr2UT5apjX0bYaSZadpRz0vHg34XmekQN_XXvpx9-ZA9IRL1kAZCkYnNqX-lDAWZctVgDuLmOc7bsFTIfXH2x5NW-Z6OKfsICraJbYRpvPg12WJd6A966xfL0_bvtpQa_74umwb2bd56MCq-NHiMH5ef6RjWEQzDYKvO_wxgnmbqPu692F12753A9g82TV5RiLxXPqCmYrRRFuuas0L7lEed_UD3fb3FargVOmUcMwJUpKRqzSrkaSk9pY3DbMhE7olbfqW87uVz7oK2xuhoez0jXTrkVEidMfD8wiZk__Lbi9Hc7pj1IHBP4JAAD__wfWQlU
https://email.e.deanscene.co.uk/c/eJxsk09zozgQxT8NXLbiwgKEOejgiYfEzh__ydjGe6GEJEABSSAJbPzpt-xkt7Zq5vpTq_vVe90k4xS9iCm4Chmll924_wznh92KuhR5gHmx71IlMJeITSjD0hAm2YSoSV9_P2TqLJk2FW8zO7YMNYpgy9UXpy5D0yiMYAQh8FwmMG8ywYzBJbtNPl3q6ji8DqwtVs_C8K0srt9V92YEixbzUv6P3b7BGQE0CDEtPBDERR4TUoQ4jl0mB66VFExa1GpFe3KT4laIYBrToqABxAGAYIrxLAxwzjwMA0IIczkCHgi9eAqmU9-bRhPo5TTOAQVe5Id4BpzA-92CBlXWtsbx5w5IHJA0XNYTYUojqZ4QJRyQ3JU_WI1JzWXpgCQqSDGFGISQOX5ClLSY2CV1_EXXdbDdXGudV79e1k27e8NvDoC9FZlRvSbM8Rf3dt9QMMp78S_8S2BdM8tl6TYk-zKMS8u0xA3ag8TQp0OdTmcOSHZ99VhruK_zX2M0M4fxQ2oSe4-DTZvlj43vixGGsDnVBNQ_Nw5IXqrisj9fhte8WOP2sZ8PtJJNmK-HRR3uqpGk6VnKQS-KdxOcFyk58teNl3z8nTogGfGK-UCWgsGZfamPBZx36XIN4P4yRumhW8JkeP3BVlfzloou-gkLuA7nsW20-TzaVVniLXjvGss3h9OunxX0eiiejodm3n0-KrA-fQQYnJ8XH-kY-P58q8D7Hm8df-E26r7eXXDtVs_9ALZPVl1OkVg-J65gtlIU4Za7SvOSS5T3Tf1wt81ttRo4ZRo1DFOipGTEKu1qJDmpjcVtw0zgBF55q77l7H7lg77C5mZ4OCtdM-1aRJTI_nhgFjGb_bfg9nY42R-lDgj8EwAA__8B90Np
mailto:hello@deanscene.co.uk
https://email.e.deanscene.co.uk/c/eJxsk0tzozgUhX8NbKbiwuJlFlq44yax8_AjbRvPhhJ6gAKSQBLY-NdP2clMTVX39tPVvafOuRfnnMAXMQVXIePsshv3n-H8sFsRl0APUC_xXaIE4hLSCaFIGkwlnWA16evvh1ydJdWm4m1ux5bCRmFkufrixKVwGodxFEcR8FwqEG9yQY1BJb1NPl3q6ji8DrRlq2dh-Fay63fVvRlGokW8lP9jt2_RDAMShIgwDwQJKxKMWYiSxKVy4FpJQaWFrVakxzcpbgVjBmKUxKGPWVCEIWKYAcT8ICkSHLMwcTkEHgi9ZAqmU9-bxpPIK0hSAAK82A_RDDiB97sFDaysbY3jzx2QOiBtuKwnwpRGEj3BSjggvSt_sBrhmsvSASmixKNhQkPfc_wUK2kRtkvi-Iuu66J2c611Uf16WTft7g29OSDqrciN6jWmjr-4t_uGghLei3_hXwLpmlouS7fB-ZdhXFqqJWrgHqSGPB3qbDpzQLrrq8daR_u6-DXGM3MYP6TGifc42KxZ_tj4vhijMGpONQb1z40D0peKXfbny_BasDVqH_v5QCrZhMV6WNThrhpxlp2lHPSCvZvgvMjwkb9uvPTj78wB6YhW1AeyFDSa2Zf6yKJ5ly3XINpfxjg7dMsoHV5_0NXVvGWii39GLFqH88Q22nwe7aos0Ra8d43lm8Np188YuR7Y0_HQzLvPRwXWp48AgfPz4iMbA9-fbxV436Ot4y_cRt3Xuwuu3eq5H8D2yarLKRbL59QV1FaKQNRyV2lecgmLvqkf7ra5rVYDJ1TDhiKClZQUW6VdDSXHtbGobagJnMArb9W3nN2vfOBX2NwMD2ela6pdC7ES-R8PzEJq8_8W3N4OJ_-j1AGCfwIAAP__WN1Cyg
https://email.e.deanscene.co.uk/c/eJxsk0tz4jgUhX-NvZkKZeT3Qgs6tBPIg0caMLOhZEm2FethS7LB_PopSGZqqrq3n67uPXXOvfjECHwRU3AVMs4v23H3Gc722yVxCfQA9VLfJUogJiGdEIqkwVTSCVaTvvl-OKmzpNrUrD3ZsaWQK4wsU1-cuBRO4zCO4igCnksFYvwkqDGoorfJx0tTH4bXgbbl8lkYtpHl9bvq3gwj0SJWyf-x27cowYAEISKlB4K0LFKMyxClqUvlwLSSgkoLW61Ij29S3BrGCU1xERakiAOcxilKcOknmCZJUcRhkLoMAg-EXjoF06nvTeNJ5BUkLQABXuyHKAFO4P1uAYe1ta1x_JkDMgdknMlmIkxlJNETrIQDsrvyB6sRbpisHJClNMBxXIAC-I6fYSUtwnZBHH_edV3Urq-NLupfLyvebt_QmwOi3oqTUb3G1PHn93bfUFDCevEv_Esg3VDLZOVyfPoyjElLtUQc7kBmyNO-yaeJA7JtXz82Oto1xa8xTsx-_JAap97jYHO--LH2fTFGYcSPDQbNz7UDspe6vOzOl-G1KFeofexnA6klD4vVMG_CbT3iPD9LOeh5-W6C8zzHB_a69rKPv3MHZCNaUh_IStAosS_NoYxmXb5YgWh3GeN83y2ibHj9QZdX85aLLv4ZldEqnKWWa_N5sMuqQhvw3nHL1vvjtk9Kct2XT4c9n3Wfjwqsjh8BAufn-Uc-Br4_2yjwvkMbx5-7XN3Xuwuu3fK5H8DmyarLMRaL58wV1NaKQNQyV2lWMQmLnjcPd9vcVquBEaohp4hgJSXFVmlXQ8lwYyxqOTWBE3jVrfqWs_uVD_wKm5nh4ax0Q7VrIVbi9McDs5Da038Lbm-Hc_qj1AGCfwIAAP__IgFCrA


What's On This Week In The Deans ... 
    

 

 
 

Saltdean Climate 
Action Network 

  

Call out for kind homeowners to be 
on our second Eco-Trail! 
 
Saltdean Climate Action Network is running 
an Eco-House Trail (Saltdean and nearby, 
inc Telscombe, Rottingdean and 
Ovingdean) during September again this 
year (starting Mon 8 September). 
Would you like to be involved? The idea is 
to help neighbours to make their houses 
more fuel efficient. 
IMPORTANT NOTE: You don't have to be 
an Eco Superstar! We are all works in 
progress. 
If so, here is what will happen: 

• Saltdean Climate Action Network 
(SCAN) will create a Saltdean and 
Locality Eco-Trail event online with 
a broad explanation of what each 
house offers to a visitor: ie, 
insulation, ideas to combat 
damp and drafts, solar panels, 
batteries, heat pumps - any other 
interesting ideas/actions. These 
can be simple or complicated, 
costly or cheap, so long as they are 
all improving cosiness, and 
reducing bills and CO2. No 
addresses or contact details at this 
stage. 

• Anyone who replies will drop into 
our SCAN email and I will ask them 
for more info if necessary, including 
phone number. 

• House owners will be notified of 
these details including contact 
details and then it's up to them to 
make a suitable appointment. 
Appointment lengths are 
recommended at 30-50 mins. No  
 

 

 

Fiveways Artist Group 

  

The Fiveways Artists are a collective of 
Artists and Artisans living in and 
around the Fiveways area in Brighton.  
The group came into being in the early 
1980’s when the artist Ned Hoskins 
opened his front door to the public so 
they may view his own work and that 
of his friends. Other artists then 
followed suit, forming the Fiveways 
group and launching the concept of 
Artists’ Open Houses.  
A concept which developed more 
widely in Brighton, Hove and then 
nationally. Fiveways has become 
known as an artistic quarter with 23 
venues having opened their doors in 
May 2025 as part of the Artists Open 
Houses in the Brighton Festival. 
Within the current group are a number 
of artists who regularly exhibit in the 
Brighton Festival as well as 
participating in other local and national 
exhibitions’ their work is frequently met 
with great critical acclaim.  
The group is comprised of painters, 
ceramicists, photographers, sculptors, 
textile artists, printmakers and more. 
Featured Artists: 



 
 
 
 
 
 
prep needed – just inspiration and 
chat. 

Please email me, Gill, at 
saltdeancan@gmail.com if you’d like to 
volunteer your home at times to suit you 
during September. 
All the best, from Gill, and Saltdean and 
local areas Energy Champions. 
(Thanks to Energise Sussex Coast for their 
support.) 

Learn More  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
Sam Beck, Martin Brown, Stuart 
Bullen, Linda Church, Jude Clynick, 
Angie Harrison, Hiroko Lewis, Val 
Mager, Carolyn Nicholls, Jane Palmer, 
Jing Wang & Eva Wibberley. 
 
 
  

Learn More  
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Featured Business Of The Week! 

John Hilton 

  

John Hilton Estate Agents was founded in 1972 with the belief that estate 
agents should provide the most personal service possible, and being an 
independent agency allows us to do just that. We try to break away from the 
stereotype of typical estate agents and pride ourselves on our ability to build 
lasting client relationships, with experienced, professional agents who always 
go above and beyond – always on hand to help you from the point of sale right 
through to exchange of contracts and completion. 

  

Following the success of our long-standing city branch on Lewes Road, our 
Rottingdean branch opened on the High Street in January 2022 to serve 
Rottingdean, Ovingdean, Saltdean, Woodingdean, Peacehaven and the 
surrounding areas with both Sales and Lettings. With most of our 
dedicated team having lived and worked very happily in the ‘Deans’ for 
many years, we have extensive knowledge of the area. 
Our competitive fees include the provision of professional photography, 
floor plans and EPCs for all new instructions, and, unlike other agents, we 
don’t tie you into a lengthy contract. We are confident in our ability and 
believe that flexibility is key; if an agent is not performing or meeting 
expectations, you should have the choice to go elsewhere. 



 
 
 
 
Your property will be marketed on all the major property websites including 
Rightmove, Zoopla, On The Market and Prime Location, and all viewings 
are accompanied by a member of our expert team, with feedback provided 
after every one. 
We offer sales and lettings valuations free of charge, and our door is 
always open if you want to pop in for advice or an informal, no obligation 
chat. 

 
52 High Street, Rottingdean, BN2 7HF 

 
Call us on 01273 608151 (option 1) and quote ‘The Dean Scene’ to receive 
a 10% discount on our normal fee! 

  

Visit The John Hilton Website  
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Learn More  

 

  

History Corner – This week, a brief history of Rottingdean! 
 
How It All Began.... 
 
Rottingdean is one of the oldest of the Deans, with its roots stretching back over a 
thousand years. Its name is believed to come from the Old English “Rota’s Valley” 
(denu meaning valley). The village appears in the Domesday Book of 1086 as a small 
farming and fishing settlement nestled at the base of the Downs, with fertile land and 
easy access to the sea. Over the centuries, its strategic seaside location shaped 
much of its colourful history. 
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1. A Smugglers’ Haven 
During the 18th and early 19th centuries, Rottingdean’s beach was a perfect 
landing point for smugglers bringing in contraband. Narrow twittens 
(alleyways) and hidden cellars made it easy to move goods inland. Locals still 
whisper about underground tunnels, although many remain more legend than 
proven fact. 
 

2. Kipling’s Country Retreat 
 
              Rudyard Kipling lived here from 1897 to 1902 at The Elms on the High Street.     
              Surrounded by the Downs, he found peace and inspiration for his poetry.  
              Today, his legacy remains an important part of the village’s literary heritage . 
 

3. The Historic Windmill 
The windmill on Beacon Hill, built in 1802, is one of Rottingdean’s most 
striking landmarks. No longer working, it stands as a proud reminder of the 
village’s agricultural past and remains a much-loved feature of the skyline. 
 

       4.   A Magnet for Artists & Free Thinkers 
               Rottingdean has long attracted creative minds. Pre-Raphaelite painter  
               Edward Burne-Jones lived here, and he is buried at St Margaret’s Church.  
               Later, members of the Bloomsbury Group, including Vanessa Bell and  
               Duncan Grant, were frequent visitors. The village became known for its  
               bohemian and artistic character. 

 
5. The Grange From Vicarage to Village Landmark 

 
            The Grange, built around 1740, originally served as the vicarage for the  

nearby St Margaret’s Church. Extended in the early 19th century by the long-
serving vicar Rev Dr Thomas Redman Hooker, it later became a renowned 
boarding school for boys, earning it a strong place in the village’s heritage. 
In 1953, the local council acquired The Grange and installed the 
Rottingdean Library on the ground floor, preserving the building’s role at the 
heart of community life 
 
 By 2014, the library celebrated its 60th anniversary with afternoon tea, photo 
displays, quizzes, and crafts, highlighting its place as a vibrant gathering 
spot.  
 
Now operated in partnership with Rottingdean Heritage, The Grange houses: 

• The public library 
• A museum, Kipling display, and toy museum 
• A gallery and tea garden, providing cultural and social space for locals and 

visitors alike 

 



  

Coming Soon In The Deans ... 
   

 

 

 

MacMillan Coffee 
Mornings! 

 
Let us know about your upcoming 

coffee mornings! 
Email: lisa@deanscene.co.uk 

 

 

Come along to St. Nicholas 
Church, Saltdean Vale on 
Saturday 27th September and 
help us do whatever it takes to 
support people living with 
cancer. We have lots of home 
made savouries & cakes for you 
to enjoy as well as a raffle & 
plenty of tea/coffee served by 
our chatty volunteers. 
We are happy to take cash or 
card payment for your donations 

 
 

A Harvest Festival 
Soiree 

 

 

Come and join a Harvest Supper 
entertainment called  “At 
Table” presented by Jane Arden 
and Julien Ball on Friday 
10th October at 7pm at St 
Martins Church. 
The evening will start with a 
simple jacket potato supper 
(bring your own bottle), followed 
by a fun menu of poems, prose 
and songs on the subject of 
meal times.  
Tickets are £10 and can be 
purchased from Saltdean Post 
Office or Megan’s Hair and 
Beauty on Lustrells Vale.   
All proceeds go to St Martins 
church funds! 
St Martins Church 

Longridge Avenue 

Saltdean 
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Come along to Ovingdean 
Village Hall on 27th September. 
All welcome! If you wish to  
donate any goods to our Bring & 
Buy stall or any baked 
donations, please email 
Christine Robinson at 
ckosuk@hotmail.com " 

 

 

Come and join us at St 
Martins Church on Friday 
26th September - 10am until 
Midday! 

  

Autumn Maker's 
Market  

 

 

Email Us To Book 
Your Table  
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Click Here For More Info  

 

   

 

  

We have new stock arriving 
daily at Loulou's Gift Shop 
(formerly The Gift Shop). 
Come and see our wide 
selection of gifts for men & 
women! 
63 Longridge Avenue,  
Saltdean 

BN2 8LG 

Tel: 01273 303280 

Visit Our Website  
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