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The Possum Predicament

“G ail! Wake up! There’s something alive in my room!” The terridec voife o. my roommate farriec easily 
.rom her room to mine in the miccle o. the nightI

“bt’s pro,a,ly a fatw” b shoutec ,afkw only hal. aNakeI We hac .our fats living Nith usI
“Mow now it’s got a Nhite .afeI bt’s right here ,y my ,ec!”
Groaningw b flim,ec out o. ,ec anc paccec through the cark kitfhen to her roomI
“qay,e it’s a spicerw” b LuippecI This Nasn’t the drst time b’c ,een shofkec out o. a ceep sleep to fome to 

Seanne’s aicI Hpicers Nere o.ten the fulpritI joNeverw one night a huge shaggy cog hac Nigglec through the fat 
coor anc startec Aumping up anc coNn in the launcry roomI (nc onfe a small raffoon kit almost got stufk in the 
fat coor going out )a.ter Ne raisec a rufkusP ,efause its tiny legs cicn’t reafh the grouncI xoor little guyI These 
thoughts playec sfenes through my minc as b reafhec her coorNayI

“Hee!” Seanne e'flaimecw pointing to the fhair ,esice her ,ecI Hhe hac sfootec to the other enc o. the ,ec anc 
flutfhec her ,lankets arounc hersel.I

Meither o. us foulc see very Nell ,efause neither hac her glasses onI joNeverw b foulc cisfern a Nhitew triangular 
.afe Nith tNo little Nice eyesI (nc a longw nakec tailI I I surely it Nasn?t a rat! That ,igU bfk! MoI I I

“bt’s a possumw b thinkw” b ceficecI
“Wellw get it out!”
“joNU”
“Dse the ,roomI”
“Gooc iceaI” b Nas the homeoNnerw so b guess it .ell to me to ceal Nith pest fontrolI b took the opportunity to 

get my glasses ,e.ore the ,room anc to open ,oth coors going out o. the houseI Who kneN Nhere the fats Nerew 
,ut they Neren’t helpingI

That possum Nasn’t very smartw Ne ,oth agreec a hal. hour laterI We hac triec sNeeping it out the coorw ,ut it 
Noulc run in the opposite cireftionI CoNn the hall anc into my ,ookfase )now b con’t knoN hoN it sLuishec in 
,etNeen the ,ooksPI bnto the ,athroomI zoNering ,afk ,ehinc the toiletw it stayec putw .roRen in .earI joNeverw 
ceficing to take up resicenfe in our house Nas Aust not an optionw hoNever young anc sfarec it might ,eI Oesolutelyw 
Seanne armec hersel. Nith a spray ,ottle o. Nater anc b Nielcec the ,roomI 
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“qay,e Ne shoulc fall someonew” b pantecw leaning against the coor .rameI
“WhoU”
“qay,e the fopsU We foulc fall my nepheNI je’s Nith the sheri;?s cepartmentw” b threN my arms in the airI
“jellow is that Gail’s nepheNU zoulc you please fome out in your fruiser anc shoot a possum that’s stufk ,ehinc 

our toiletU”
While Ne Nere arguingw the possum dnally shot past us out o. the ,athroom anc coNn the hallI Through the 

living room it Nacclecw ignoring the open ,afk coorw as Nell as the open .ront coorI Me'tw it ran ,ehinc a fhair anc 
Necgec itsel. into another ,ookfaseI We movec the fhair asice anc it dnally Nent running into the .ront entryNayI 
Yut the open coorU Yhw noQ ,ehinc itI

“jelp me ,arriface the entryNayw” b gaspecI Seanne anc b movec the living room fhairs afross the openingI
“–ou’ll have to go in there anc sNeep it outw” Seanne ceflarecI Sike that hac Norkec ,e.oreI
“Mot in my ,are .eet!” b sLueakecI
:uifkly stu;ng my .eet into my running shoesw b flim,ec over the ,ig green fhairI
The possum still cicn’t get the iceaI The open coorw the spray ,ottlew anc my ,room Nere infentives to go outw 

,ut all it seemec to think Nas that it Noulc ,efome invisi,le i. it hucclec into the smallest spafe possi,leI This Nas 
not trueI joNeverw at lastw it mace one more cash .or sa.ety ,afk toNarc the fhairsw anc b foulc sNeep it to .reecom 
insteac<out the coorI

b slammec the .ront coor shutw and Ne Luifkly shut the ,afk coorw as Nell as the fat coor Nhere it hac fome inI
Seanne anc b lookec at eafh other in silenfe .or a momentI
“b think the fat coor is overratecw” Seanne saicI


