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Welcome back to Prompting One O One. This is Episode 4, Advanced Techniques for Better
Results. By now, you've built a solid foundation. You understand the Four W's and the CRAFT
framework. You know how to avoid the most common mistakes. You're writing prompts that
are clear, specific, and well-structured.

Today, we're leveling up. We're going to explore advanced prompting techniques that
professional prompt engineers use every day. These strategies will help you tackle complex
tasks, get more creative outputs, and achieve results that most beginners never even
attempt.

The five advanced techniques we'll cover today are: Role-Playing and Perspective Shifting,
Chain-of-Thought Prompting, Few-Shot Learning with Examples, Prompt Chaining for
Complex Projects, and Constraint-Based Creativity.

By the end of this episode, you'll have a toolkit of advanced strategies you can apply
immediately to challenging prompting situations.

Let's start with Technique One: Role-Playing and Perspective Shifting.

We touched on the concept of assigning roles in the CRAFT framework, but now we're going
to go much deeper. Role-playing is when you ask the Al to fully embody a specific character,
expert, or perspective. This technique is incredibly powerful for getting nuanced,
specialized, or creative responses.

The key is to be very specific about the role. Don't just say "you are a marketer." Instead, say
"you are a senior marketing director at a Fortune 500 technology company with 15 years of



experience in brand positioning, and you've successfully launched five major product
campaigns.”

The more detailed the role, the more the Al can draw on relevant knowledge and adopt an
appropriate voice and perspective.

Here's a practical example. Let's say you're trying to solve a business problem. Instead of
asking for generic advice, you could use role-playing:

"I'm going to describe a business challenge. I want you to respond to it from three different
expert perspectives. First, respond as a financial analyst focused on profitability and cost
management. Second, respond as a customer experience specialist focused on user
satisfaction and retention. Third, respond as a growth marketer focused on acquisition and
scaling. Here's the challenge: My subscription-based software company has a 40 percent
annual churn rate. What should I prioritize?"

This prompt will give you three distinct viewpoints, each highlighting different aspects of
the problem. This multi-perspective approach often reveals insights you wouldn't get from a
single generic response.

You can also use role-playing for creative tasks. "You are a creative director at a top
advertising agency known for bold, memorable campaigns. Generate five tagline options for
a new plant-based protein bar targeted at busy professionals who care about health but
don't have time to cook."

The creative director role will push the Al toward more imaginative, punchy options than a
generic request would.

Technique Two: Chain-of-Thought Prompting.

Chain-of-thought prompting is when you explicitly ask the Al to show its reasoning process,
to think through a problem step by step before arriving at a conclusion. This technique is



especially valuable for complex problems, analysis tasks, or situations where you want to
understand the logic behind the answer.

The key phrase to use is: "Think through this step by step” or "Show your reasoning" or
"Walk me through your thought process."

Here's an example. Instead of just asking "Should I hire a full-time developer or use
freelancers for my startup?"” you would say:

"I'm deciding whether to hire a full-time developer or use freelancers for my early-stage
startup. I have a limited budget of 60,000 dollars per year for development work. I need to
build and maintain a mobile app and a web platform. Think through this decision step by
step. Consider the costs, the pros and cons of each approach, the stage of my business, and
the type of work needed. Then provide a recommendation with clear reasoning."

The chain-of-thought approach forces the Al to break down the problem into components:
cost analysis, quality considerations, flexibility, long-term needs, and so on. This gives you a
much more thoughtful, complete answer than a quick yes-or-no response.

You can also use this technique when you're learning something new. "Explain how
compound interest works. Think through the concept step by step: start with the basic
definition, then explain the formula, then show a simple example with numbers, then
explain why it's powerful for long-term investing."

This structured thinking approach makes complex topics much easier to understand.

Technique Three: Few-Shot Learning with Examples.

Few-shot learning is when you provide the Al with a few examples of what you want before
asking it to create something similar. This technique is incredibly effective when you have a
specific style, format, or quality standard in mind.



The structure is simple: Give two or three examples, then ask for more in the same style.

Let's say you want to create social media posts with a particular tone and structure. Here's
how you'd use few-shot learning:

"I need you to create Instagram captions for my eco-friendly product brand. Here are three
examples of the style | want:

Example 1: Did you know your morning coffee routine could be zero-waste? Our reusable
filters save 500 paper filters per year. Small switch, big impact. What's your favorite eco
swap?

Example 2: Confession time: I used to think sustainable products were boring. Then I
discovered products that are good for the planet AND beautiful. Who says you can't have
both?

Example 3: That feeling when your package arrives and there's zero plastic inside. Just
recyclable paper and plant-based padding. Unboxing done right. Have you noticed we're
plastic-free?

Now, create 5 more captions in this same style and tone for these products: bamboo
toothbrushes, beeswax food wraps, and stainless steel straws."

By providing examples, you've shown the Al exactly the length, tone, structure, and style you
want. The results will be much more consistent with your brand voice than if you had just
described what you wanted in abstract terms.

Few-shot learning works for almost any type of content: email subject lines, product
descriptions, headlines, interview questions, anything where you have a template or model
you want to replicate.



Technique Four: Prompt Chaining for Complex Projects.

Prompt chaining is when you break a large, complex project into a sequence of smaller
prompts, where each prompt builds on the results of the previous one. This technique is
essential for ambitious projects that can't be completed in a single interaction.

Think of prompt chaining like building a house. You don't try to do everything at once. First,
you lay the foundation. Then you frame the structure. Then you add walls, plumbing,
electrical, and so on. Each step builds on the previous one.

Here's a practical example. Let's say you want to create a comprehensive marketing
campaign for a new product. Instead of asking for everything at once, you'd chain your
prompts like this:

Prompt 1: "I'm launching a new productivity app for remote teams. You are a market
research specialist. Analyze the target audience for this product. Identify three distinct
customer segments, and for each segment, describe: their demographics, their main pain
points related to remote work productivity, and what messaging would resonate with them.
Present as a detailed breakdown."

You get the audience analysis. Review it, then move to Prompt 2:

Prompt 2: "Based on the three customer segments you identified (reference the previous
response), you are now a messaging strategist. For each segment, create: a compelling value
proposition of 25 words, three key benefit statements, and one emotional hook that would
motivate them to try the app.”

You get the messaging. Then Prompt 3:

Prompt 3: "Using the value propositions and benefit statements from the previous response,
you are now a content creator. Create a complete landing page outline including: headline,
subheadline, three benefit sections with descriptions, social proof section, FAQ section, and
call-to-action. Provide the actual copy for each section."



You get the landing page content. Then Prompt 4:

Prompt 4: "Based on all the previous work, you are now a social media ads specialist. Create
5 Facebook ad variations targeting the three customer segments we identified. For each ad,
include: the target segment, the headline, the body copy of 100 words, and the call-to-action
button text."

See how each prompt builds on the previous work? This chaining approach creates
coherent, comprehensive results that would be impossible to achieve in a single prompt.

The key to effective prompt chaining is referencing previous outputs and maintaining
consistency across the chain. Treat it like a collaborative project where each step informs
the next.

Technique Five: Constraint-Based Creativity.

This might sound counterintuitive, but adding creative constraints often produces more
interesting and innovative results than completely open-ended requests. Constraints force
the Al, and force you, to think differently and find unexpected solutions.

Constraint-based creativity works like this: Instead of saying "come up with marketing
ideas," you add specific limitations or requirements that push thinking in new directions.

Here's an example without constraints: "Give me marketing ideas for my coffee shop."

Here's the same request with creative constraints: "Give me 5 marketing ideas for my coffee
shop with these constraints: each idea must cost less than 100 dollars to implement, must
be executable within one week, must not require any digital advertising, and must create a
shareable moment that customers would photograph. Think creatively within these
limitations."



Those constraints push the Al away from obvious answers like "run Facebook ads" and
toward more creative, grassroots ideas like partnering with local artists, creating
Instagram-worthy latte art, or hosting a customer story wall.

You can use different types of constraints:

Budget constraints: "Solutions that cost less than X dollars."

Time constraints: "Ideas that can be implemented in 48 hours."

Resource constraints: "Strategies that require no specialized equipment.”

Format constraints: "Explain this concept using only questions, no statements."

Limitation constraints: "Create a product description without using the words 'best,' 'great,’
or 'amazing."

These constraints force creative problem-solving and often lead to more original,
memorable results.

Here's another example: "You are a creative writing coach. Help me write a compelling
opening paragraph for a short story with these constraints: The paragraph must be exactly
50 words. It must introduce a character and a conflict. It must create intrigue without
revealing too much. It cannot use any dialogue. And it must end with a question."

Those constraints create a framework that produces a tight, compelling opening rather than
a rambling, unfocused one.



Now, let's talk about combining these techniques. The real power comes when you use
multiple advanced techniques together.

For example, you could combine role-playing, chain-of-thought, and few-shot learning in a
single prompt:

"You are an experienced email copywriter who specializes in re-engagement campaigns. [
need to write emails to customers who haven't purchased in 90 days. Here are two examples
of re-engagement emails I like:

(Example 1 and Example 2 here)

Think through this step by step: First, analyze what makes these examples effective. Then,
create 3 new re-engagement email variations in a similar style for my online plant store. For
each email, include the subject line and the body copy of 150 words. Focus on bringing back
lapsed customers without being pushy.”

That single prompt uses role-playing (experienced copywriter), few-shot learning (two
examples), chain-of-thought (think step by step, analyze first), and clear structure. This
combination creates exceptionally good results.

Before we wrap up, let me give you a strategy for knowing when to use which technique.

Use Role-Playing when you need specialized expertise or multiple perspectives.

Use Chain-of-Thought when you're solving complex problems or need to understand
reasoning.

Use Few-Shot Learning when you have a specific style, format, or quality standard to
maintain.



Use Prompt Chaining when your project is too complex for a single interaction.

Use Constraint-Based Creativity when you want innovative solutions or need to work within
specific limitations.

Let's recap the five advanced techniques we covered today:

Role-Playing and Perspective Shifting: Assign detailed, specific roles to get specialized
outputs and multiple viewpoints.

Chain-of-Thought Prompting: Ask the Al to show its reasoning step by step for complex
problems.

Few-Shot Learning: Provide examples of what you want, then ask for more in the same style.

Prompt Chaining: Break complex projects into sequential prompts that build on each other.

Constraint-Based Creativity: Add specific limitations to push thinking in new, innovative
directions.

Your homework before Episode 5 is to experiment with each technique. Choose five
different tasks you need to complete, and use a different advanced technique for each one.
Document what you tried and what results you got.

Pay special attention to how these techniques change the quality and creativity of the
outputs compared to basic prompts.

In Episode 5, our final episode, we're going to bring everything together with Real-World
Applications and Your Prompt Library. I'll give you ready-to-use prompt templates for the



most common business and personal tasks, and show you how to build your own library of
go-to prompts that you can customize and reuse.

Thank you for joining me for Episode 4. You now have advanced techniques that separate
beginners from experts. I'll see you in the final episode. Keep experimenting, stay curious,
and remember: the best prompt engineers never stop learning.
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