Mizzou VB Post Game Quotes
Mizzou 3, Northern Illinois 0
2016 NCAA Tournament 1st Round (Dec. 1, 2016 // Columbia, Mo.)

Head Coach Wayne Kreklow:

Opening Statement…
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Well I thought obviously we played pretty well. I was really pleased with the energy that we came out with. We like to be able to play fast and we were able to do that. We served well, which kept them out of system. They’re a pretty good team and we didn’t let them do a whole lot. A lot of that had to do with what we were doing on our side of the net. I was just pleased with a good start. You can’t go anywhere unless you get the first one and it’s always good because it means you get to play one more match.”

On facing Purdue tomorrow night and getting a rematch from 2013…
“Well, you never forget. It’s one of those strange things in coaching, you forget the wins but you never forget the losses. Those are the things that always stick with you unfortunately. You know, they’re a great team, and they were a great team then. They’re a great team now. I just felt like that first time that we played them (2013), one of the things that really hurt us was that things came a little bit too easy for us during that conference season, and that is the difference. That year we kind of sailed through the league and we really needed to lose a few, to really toughen us up. Unfortunately, the first time that year was a loss. Purdue, on the other hand, came through the Big 10 where you’re battling big, physical teams all the time. I felt that that hurt us that year. We needed that match to happen like in October. I think it would’ve helped us. It’ll be the same thing tomorrow.” 

On if this year’s Mizzou team is more prepared to face Purdue…
“Yeah, I think that to a point. I think that obviously, with five losses this year, it’s not a 2013 year that’s for sure. I do think we’ve been in those situations where we’ve been down and things haven’t gone our way, and I think that will help these guys a little bit humble. It’s still going to be a very tough match because they’re just a big, physical bunch and it’s going to pose a lot of problems for us.” 

On making a lot of big emotional plays tonight vs. Northern Illinois…
“Yeah, it’s hard. By contrast, the position that we were in in 2013 is kinda the same position they (Northern Illinois) were in tonight. They’re a really good team and they’ve had a great season but week in and week out, in that conference (Mid-American), they’re not playing the same physicality that they played tonight. They may play this style 10 times and by the time you get to the fifth match they’re going to be a lot better. It just takes time, and unfortunately in these situations you play one and that’s it. By the time you start to figure it out it’s over. I do think that those big plays in the beginning did help to just shake them just a little bit. It shook their confidence and I do think some of those helped us.” 


On Melanie Crow’s performance tonight for Mizzou…
“She just provides some physicality that we really needed, especially on the pins. In contrast to Carly (Kan), who’s just a small, finesse, kinda savvy player. Mel’s got the length and the power and the contact point where she can really contend with a bigger block in a way that Carly can’t. She can make plays in certain ways that Carly can’t just because of her length and her size and her aggressive nature. She was a huge difference maker for us obviously tonight.” 

On the team making big plays at the net…
“They had some good sized kids. They had some big kids. I think our ability to keep the pressure on at the net with offense was really tough on them. A big focus for us was playing with tempo. We talked before the match started because they’ve got such big kids, about trying to make those big kids have to move, and keeping the tempo up. I think Alyssa (Munlyn) and (Emily) Thater did a great job of really being active in the middle. We didn’t set them a lot, but it kind of froze their middle. When we went away from them, it opened up things for our pin hitters.” 

Senior Carly Kan 

On having a chance to play Purdue again in the NCAA Tournament…
“I’m excited. It’s going to be a really good game. They’re a good team again and I’m just excited to have a rematch. We’re going to play hard and all I can really ask of my teammates is just to play with heart and just go after it. I’m just excited that we get another chance to play them.”

On if the 2013 match and result is still on her mind…
“It’s not as fresh. It has been about three years now. I do remember that moment right after, and I think my fellow seniors do too. I think that we really just want to come at them and show them that we’re a good team too and we’re going to play hard.” 

Redshirt Junior Melanie Crow: 

On her strong run of setting the ball in set one…
“Yeah, I got in the zone. I mean, whenever Coach Kreklow says anything it’s always about refocusing and just paying attention and making small balls and being disciplined during those times. I mean when I went back to serve I just kept telling myself ‘be who you are and go after it.’ I know that I’ve had a few errors in my time here, but I really just tried to get them out of system, keep the ball in and serve it hard.”

On teammate Alyssa Munlyn setting the tone with a big kill…
“That was insane. It was a great moment and it kind of set us in the mindset of okay, let’s go. It was awesome.” 
