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Copy of Okla

By Christine Foreman
Staff Correspondent

WESTVILLE, Okla, (Special)—
The first copy of Oklahoma’s first
paper has been found.

Mr. and Mrs. | T. Lacie of West-
ville have found a copy of the
*“‘Cherokee Messanger” dated Au-
guat 1844, armong their posses-
sions.

It was at the OId Baptist mission,
located about three miles north of
here, that this first paper was
printed.

Here's Story

Here is the story of the Old Bap-
tist mission.and how it came to
print Oklahoma's first paper.

The mission was established
over a century.ago by a group of
Cherokee .Indians who -suffered
hardships when they were forced

oma’s

to leave their homes in Georgia on|.JE

the long™ trek:gwhich  was called
*The Trail ars"’ ta the Indian
territory. FECa
The Cherokeas mere forced” to
. “sign ia “treaty “with 'the United
.-States iat-" the-~Cheroliec: ~Cap1ta.l.
_New Echota, Ga.,-in’ 1835." By ‘the
* terms -of - this- treaty,  they.surren-
¥ "dere‘d' all of their land and property

- i the East.:But, when Chief ‘John|
. Ross,” the leader of the great ma-|k
jority of the Fullblood members of | £

“the Nation who were opposed to

" leaving their homeg refused to|k

recognize the treaty, they delayed
their departure for thre years.

However, -in the winter of 1838- ¢

39, thev were forced at the point of
bayonets to-leave their homes and
begin their tragic journey to the
Indian territory. During this jour
ney, one-fourth of the immigrants
died and were buried along this
“Trail of Tears", included among
them the wife of Chief John Ross.
Settled Near Westville
In 1839, Reverend Jesse Bushy-
head, a prominent Cherokee and
. & Baptist minister, lead a contin-
gent of 1,000 lmmigrants'to the In-|
dian territory, north of Westville,
and settled the community which
surrounded the sife where the Bap-
tist Mission now stands, After shel-
© ter and food : was provided for
their’ families:n log cabin church-
house Was. bullt. =
- Some '3 later the log struc-
| - lture burged, but as quickly'as
; sible the: frame building'fwas bmlt
" 'a few hundred yards north of where
. 1the log ehbm|ws,g located, It Js this
. ibuilding rwhlch still, - standg kand
-| iwhere services ‘have been held
H R e T e e e

- SERMON OUTLINES
. ILLUSTRATIONS .
.. STUDY. BOOKS AT

“DICK’S BIBLE STORE

THE OLD BAPTIST MISSION located about thrée lnlles north
" of Westvllle. Okll.. is one of the state’s historic spots. .

down lhronsh the years.

When - Reverend Evan Jones,
founder of the Baptist Missions in
The Cherokee Nation in the East,
came to the .Indian territory, Mr,
Bushyhead .gave him his home at
Baptist, .where the Cherokee™ Fe-
male Seminary was established.

In 1843, “the' Baptist' Mission
Board of Boston, Mass,, bought
and set up a printing press at this
mission. ..

It was hére that the hrst paper
was . printed-.in Oklahoma, The
Cherokee - Messanger,' in August,
1844, one ‘month before the Chero-
kee Advoqate, vm prmted qt 'I'nhl-
equa

The firal: cop:r of the Messaager
has been:found In Westville among|°
the possedsions of Mr, and Mrs. .A.

T...Lacie,! This paper consisted of

sixteen pages and was ‘printed in
the Cherokee language, as most
‘Alof the work of the Baptist' Mission
;vns among the funbluod Chero-
eeS ' {‘n [ :
“Through. lbe a!fnm of the Mis-

siondires and:members of the dif-

First Newspaper—-
Dated 1844-—Found by Westville Couple

—

temperance socleties were ; organ-
ized.

In 1867, the mission was moved
to Tahlequah, the capital of the
Cherokee Nation, Bacone College
at Muskogee is the outgrowth of the
school at the .0ld Baptist Mission
church and the Tahlequah Mission
— but the Missionary Baptist
church near Westville holds the
spotlight because it pioneered the
way., and denotes the ‘End of The
'rrall ‘of Tears.

In:February, 1937, Governor E.
W. Marland selected a committes
to designate and mark places of in-
terest to early Oklahoma History
and one of the famous sights which
was selected was “the Old Baptist
Mission”.

The little white mission which is
still the church home for & number
of the people who has been re-
painted and repaired. The pastor
is Rev. C.,E. McCormack of Stil-
well; and the Deacon Board con-
sists of J. .H. Langley; Ernest

Woods, L. W. Wadley, A, _C. Wil-|.
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!}g_ﬂ!;, Everett Willis and L, L.

Ryys



- . L . : 1 A il
SHY s¥ [lam se Y pue ‘gs9g €l aunpopelojo) “lanuagg uy patp uyop
‘uoney aayosayy ayy jo 1ajuan 2yl 1eau aq o) g5y ul yenbajye|
01 Uvolpealg wotj uoissypy Istideg panow uyop ‘6981 Ul [punoy
[euoneN 2yl Aq diysiaquaw [eqy lIN} @1 paliwpe a1am sapwej
| S2Uop ay] '6G81 ul paziueBio sem WPrym "£12130§ yemoojaay|
! Yl jo s1azjuebio ay) jo auo sem uyop “1ep [1a1) ay) sajpe peayfysng
h“ M siuuag jo uondadxa ay) Yum jaigs jediduud Arana pPaidaja
‘Siapeaj ayi asam Aays Y3tym jo "Aureq Bujumoq ay| “diysiapea|
__ 113y} puiyaq pajjjes Ajjeadsa SPOO[q-|[n} ay | “uoljep aayoiay) ay)
J0.5112 42 [eoniijod ayy up 22104 JuRUIWOD @ 31am 13Y)e) siy pue uyop
‘ 9981 ‘61 finp uoiBuiysepy jo Aea1| ay) paubys Yy
[

‘Auwy uojun ayy jo juawiBas 234013y @ ‘spieng awopy uRipu| ayy
jo yuawitBay) puy | ays uredey) sem uyop 1R 181D ay) Buning

‘ayief siy pajsisse
24 213y uoissipy 1sydeg o} Pauinia; uayy ay "gogr jo 1aqojag
Ui Qiws ajuuap patiew pue gogp 'bL Anp 121510 @ paurepio
Sem a4 GBI Ul Jaisaydey jo fustanun ayr wouy pajenpeid
Pue “layie; siy Aq jybney LOISSI 1sndeg papuaiie apy ‘6E81
Ul 1ayiey sty yum 1sapy uoney 22%043y7) ay3 01 awed 3 ‘pzg[ ‘bz
13quiasaq] uotien aaxolayy plo auy uj UMo1Sa|[eA 1@ ulog sem "sauop
ueBiue ylaqeziz pue UeAd jo uos ayi ‘sauop yaning ugop
A SANOr MIIYLLING NHOP ANIHIAFY

uTDImm puT sty W 10 por
SPIYRUTI [FUONTNPS yTig st Joj pauny ‘Plioa 3y
ut 334103 ueipug s3T5 3 3¢ uoreq “hepoy, 253y
1) auorg Umouy 2omeqg ) AAm oy
i J0 SUPRING 3 of 3uni s1qy ‘parocwt uiede sem. [ooips
D IRaned [ pany @ jo cowmuusd Gua
. $881 0] ‘SUMipaf |[¥ Jo Uouenps 34 soj Aysisatun
¥ wwmRq | 920 ondaq sapow os 'jootps
3 0881 U1 IT S¥a ¥ SOY “SqU (¥ Jo BxqWNo
[ o.ﬁuﬂuﬂgagghpunsa«ﬁ?gt
. -ud 3y ‘oogps 3 Jo 10porp se v o1 Lopuag
A URIPUL 01 3 Juosrg ) womy ‘asy E_ew
‘Toudo 2Ry s Yy

1 1 panoal ‘wrag jo 0os ¥ ‘puof ‘g myof -asy
£981 @ pur Paysmoyy 11 “saasy a1 Joj (ooyds

¥ PIEES o praylying ‘ay i ug
b g oD 0 @ Airedooud pa
-1uud ‘formpy ayy oded ) o JopI ST u0[
A%y g paud sem emoqeyp @ panquip

| PU¥ paysiiqnd 3q 03 =43 [rogporsnd L i
IPRRS jo piog 2pi3 pux
[ M Jo PO °L g unS (e parnpuo)
MY FDILS tRunp put ooy Lrpung 500871 s
U1 Ing st 3 sv oo d2ad suar ampes req
30 "Wef up Py vossy ndeg g o jq
I 35 swraq po 3@ jo duryyg ‘6egy ur proyfymg
Ay I umolp A 3 uo e Jo imyion
s3j1ut anay “depoy nayy spures flus 3 'Yamyd ¢ yping

Lo ‘ptens Juog aip jo PU2 341 38 “ane) squopy
‘8EBT '6 DO o Loy weipag o L o iy
4 110 pn Joo| n pams suepuy oI
jo swdunues sy 1 Jo 20 ‘auof uwag ‘asy

| ST ur puv praglipng amaf ay g pap

_ WV ITLOAT Ad

_umo__._oU e SWedag

eyl ypany)y ay )

warniud grijdey PO j9 Awp 3% djjirpsap
snou Aemybly oyy spueq soyiew [LETTEITI]

_ ‘yenboiyag pus jsydeq 18 [co
Y)10ubyn0 sp ‘uo(jeador upr(|is 2o f
~ONSNIy- 18 20910 2ucoeg 79} yenk
#2[YR], OF PRAOUE UOiss[jy .aEn;m-ﬁV:%
[eotporsad: 15| sem-'ppg) ‘psnbnys uf,
wE_.E._muﬂ. 2424} . pajupd Lumﬁmuuz.,
240dayay L, “ebieya up Llguo|ssjus
S §OUOP-UBATR AV TN Y
AqE UMOE; PU2.gf -S& UMOUY PUR’GEdR UE
. nsﬁxm_zm%ﬁﬁﬁ»ﬁmﬂ,Ew_.

AR 7RU M pus N B noq

iy

£ NOISSINZ LS TLd

MEASam, o jremypiou pajaso) 5y 'x00g) P4t u) yjing yaunyy
voussy siydeg pjo sy uy Avpung Lioan pjay yus ese 103105

] b DL T s W ey e
T Rl _uu..a.-.-._...f.l- —
- LG WoiSSi e

- ety e - e =

.—“ rn? s Stmvn fme




(Editor’s note: the following
was submitted by Mavis
Doering.)

The following is an inter-
view of John A. Alberty on
March 9, 1937. and can be
found in the Indian Archives
Section of the Oklahoma State
Historical Building, Oklahoma
City. Volume 1, Page 69-71 of
the Indian-Pioneer History.
THE BAPTIST MISSION,
THREE MILES NORTH OF
WHAT IS NOW WESTVILLE,
OKLAHOMA.

About the year 1839, about
three miles nrth of the present
city of Westville, Oklahoma, in
Sec. 19.T. 13N.,R26 Eand at

the east foot of the picturesque
little Bushyhecad mountain,
which was named in honor of
Rev. Jesse Bushyhead, there
was established a mission
known as ‘'The Baptist
Mission™". '

Much wisdom may be seen
in locating a mission here
when we consider that many of
the Cherokees from the East
first entered their new country
near this place,; for many of
them came, by the way of
Fayetteville, Arkansas and the
Bushyhead mountain served
as a point to guide them to
their destination. Too, it may

- ' \

1
1

' came

be seen that this mountain was
a guiding point for the Chero-
kees to get to the Mission for
rations, for a place to trade, to
worship, etc.

This Mission was estab-
lished by Rev. Jesse Bushy-
head, who was also very ably
assisted by Rev. Evan and
Mrs. Elizabeth Lonigan Jones,
John Butterick Jones. their
son, who was their interpreter.
He later became a Baptist
minister and labored among
the Cherokees. It is said that
John Butterick Jones was
highly educated and that the
Jones' published a monthly
Missionary Paper about the
year 1844 but that only a few
issues were published.

This mission did much good
in the way of rationing the
poor Cherokees upon and after
their arrival in the new coun-
try, for it was here that they
for some time and

" always found food for their

. families and themselves. For

this reason in the early days of

"1 this country, Baptist Mission

¥s,

.was popularly known as
" **Bread Town'".

| The main outstanding
objects in establishing this
' mission were: to teach Chris-

/- Baptist Mission history told

tiamity to the Cherokees,
teach them to read and write
and become better citizens. To
a great extent all these objects
were accomplished as has
been told by some of the old
people who have been told the
early history by their fore-
parents.

Itis said that at this Mission
was kept a school, a Sunday
School and a very good store of
trading post. It was really the
real social center for the
surrounding country for a
greal many years.

*‘Rev. Jesse Bushyhead was
one of the leaders of the Ross
party, holding many of the
public offices, being Chiel
Justice when he diéd July 19,
1844. His disinterestedness ir
the feudal and political trou:
bles among his people gained
him a peculiar distinction of
being the only man of any
consequence among the-Tirer-
okees who habitually traveled
among his people in the
troublesome times, or period
of from 1830-1844, unarmed
except, as he said with his
Bible.""

(This last paragraph is
quoted from *Starr's History.
pages 7779.) :
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South of Watts, Okla. is Breadtoum, Baptist Mission and
School, begun by Rev. Jesse Bushyhead.
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Singing both in Cherokee and English, worship is still an
important part of daily life. Harmonizing in the Cherokee
language on the third Sunday sing at the Old Baptist
Mission Church are Mr. and Mrs. Ned Watt, Mr. ‘and Mrs.
Dave Hammer and Mrs. Florence Phillips.

Sponsored Page

o

The Old Mission Baptist Church is listed in
the 1836 register of the Triennial Baptist Conven-
tion which met in Richmond, Virginia. The first
order of business was presenting the right hand of
fellowship to England's delegate and the second
order was the same to Cherokee O-go-na-ye. Only
the message of O-go-na-ye is recorded: “We are
thankful for what the good God has done for us.
We teach our children the ways of God, we visit
our sick and pray, pointing them to Jesus Christ.
Once all was darkness but now we live in hope.”
Missionary Evan Jones interpreted and later came
to Old Baptist Mission, also.

The register lists J. Bushyhead, ordained
Cherokee minister, and states, “The church is near
the eastern boundary of Indian Territory, with 23
native church members. The school has 20 scholars
that are tauéht in English with Vineyard, Wash-
ington County, Arkansas as post office.”
Describing the country hereabouts, Issac McCoy's
Annual Register of Indian Affairs says: "In
general character the land is high and undulating.
The soil is generally very fertile—it is watered by
numerous rivers, creeks and rivulets, none of
which are navigable. Timber is scarce, a serious
defect...” This was the land that supported Rev.
Bushyhead who became a chosen delegate from
the Cherokee Nation to Washington D. C. in 1839.
At the time of his death it was said of him that his
only weapon was his Bible.

/’The Old Baptist Mission became a church

frepresented in the Fayetteville Baptist Associa:

# tion where the original minutes are retained Dy
the Calvary Baptist Church of Fayetteville and §
printed portions by the First Baptist Church of
Springdale, Arkansas. Some are as early as 1840
with Mt. Zion Association. Record is given of
“Western Benton County being destitute of the
gospel” and recommendation given for a “Riding
missionary to ride and preach.” This must have
been effective, for many of Western Benton
County churches were constituted between 1868
and 1875.

Today Cherokee Baptists and others gather in
the white building to sing from the regular books,
with the piano. But little urging is required for
using the small gray Cherokee hymnals. Words
only are printed in their language. The hymns are
some of the same ones used by Rev. Jesse
Bushyhead such as “Blest Be The Tie That Binds"
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