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The "Trail of Tears"
By Coy Logan et

Sam leath of Eureka Springs, Arkansac was born February
19, 1877 at Pocahontus, Tennessce. Ilis father, VEllian David
Leath was a missioniry to the Indians. He attended insfltut;

' ions of higher ledrning in Alabdma and Ternnessee and 1as a C
graduate of the seiminary at Louisville, Kentucky. His missionary
work took him to many places in the country. His early work wes
in Georgia, Tennessee, South Carolina andTloridae His work
supported by the Iidssionary Baptist Church led ‘him to work among
the Indians of the West. R S

The family=héme was at Iakeview, Oregon and the territory
) assigned to l'r, Leath was the area with Recding, California on the
- south and Wala Wals, Washington on the north. He entercd this
field of service in 1887, :

2

K@ Sam Ieath was whe only child of the family and his mothers. .
N ilartha Ann, was an invalid, -Her injuries were cdused from a fall
S while riding a horse on a'side saddles Her spine was injurcd

and her condition viis such that she was a very wealk person..
*Q o Vhile on a missionary trip several miles awey from hone a
o great blizzard swept dovm from the north ond Irxr. Leath was eaught
N g out in it. .This was on February 12, 1888, “The Indians said this
"\ was the worst blizzard they had known in tais area up to this timee
by ' Vhen lire Leath failed to rcturn home when the family expected him
R N & .search was started to find hin.

?§ T - lirs, Leath was not able to help with the search.and her son,
g Sarl, now eleven years of age, sect out to find his Tather... le
5 A learned tint an Indian had found him and had carried hin out to
o the stage line. The Indian found him when he saw the.ton of his
R buggy above the snow and.ice, The horse was frozcn to death and
was still in a standing wosition hitched to the buczy. The
. Indian that found hin was o traveler Indian and didntt leave
Al any information. . The body was frozen and lir, Leath was uncenscious ,
Y oq The Indian carried the body out and there vere not any.idcéntification
wa - -papers on it. There werc idéntification papers in ilre Teath baggage
in the back of the buggy butv > Indien did not look thcre. Sam
learncd thot the stow-and. icealour or five feet deep. - The discovery
was made about sevin miles ecst of Wala Wels gnd about two miles
from the stage lin-. ‘Som leorned that hi- father had bech sent to
*a hospitdl but the doctors therc could no. give the treatment-
needed and hé-was «ent to o snecial docto’ in New York. The
doctor lifted a part of his skull drsined off the fluid but the
operation was not 2 success. His body wce too severly frozens
He never regained consciousncss and died after a few months,
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With Indian guides Sem troveled about over Washington,
Saskatchewan and Alberte for o wvear gctting this 1n"ormot¢on.
He never located’tac Indicn thot found his fother,

In April: 1889 Sam and his mothor started back: to Tennessce.,
irse Ieath was token by privote conveyanc: to Reno, NQVﬂQa where
they took tho trﬁln. '

ilr,-Leath did most of his work with thc Indions at the

stage tcvcrns. ‘The stoge taverns on the Concord stoge ]1ne were
locatidweight miles aport where the horscs verc choig ged,  Sam
went with his father on somc of the' trips. Iir. Leath would stop
1t the tﬂvcrn, read a fowr verses from the ‘Bible, have o nrayer,

.short talk and theén be on his woy to another toverne  Sor roe
c~1ls thot ot ¥irst. thure wore less than o dozen Indicns. Later
when they learmed about his work thesc some places would have as
‘many as two hundred to listen to his megsage to them, Som lcorned
thot some of thesc Indians hhd come ten to flftccn miles. to hear
the chsclm@ss"gcm

‘Sam:.and his mother went back to Tenncssee where she could be
vith" har brothers to core for hcr. She w1s not parnlyzcd but was
weak-and helplcss. -

At the age of sixtcen Sam was in school in Tennessce, His
good pal Edward Gladscn, onc quatter Cherokee; told Sam about his
grandmother.fhat was in tic Indian movement.to the Indian- tcrrltory.
Sam becaric very much interested in the Indians. He learncd to :
love thenm and he respectoed their vy of life. He snys they arc
wonderful pcople once you undcrstgnd then and cultivote their
fricendship. :

Edward Gladsen!s groeot grondmother was in the westord -
march of the Cherokees thot st“rt d from Echota and Colhoun, )
Goorgia in 1838. SZccausc of ‘the death of his father and the close
fricndship of his pal, Som wented to learn more about fthe Indisns
and cspecially about the group wherc his pal'ls greot grondmother
w2s during the march or the long. journcy. known as the "Trail of
Tearse! . -

Sam was convinced- tiot the "Trall of Tcars," or this movement
of the Indinns westord was onc of the most traglc things in our
historye. Sam and his pal went tc Echota and Calhoun, Georgia.
They learned that this wos o forced merch, - lany had been moved
from this arca the ycar biforc. This timz government workers
were sent to get them outs

Sam and his pal sccurcd nonics and started on the trail in
1892, They found onc old Indicn thot gave them much inform"tion
about marks on the trail, This Indian wes sick when the Tndion
werce moved,  White pcoplc hid him from the scarchers, Those
having only one quarter Indian blood were not moved and guite a
nunbcr hid out in the mountoins. In the year of 1892 they svarched
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the trail from Echota, Guorgia to Nashville, Tennesscc.

They lcarned that John Ross wos supervisor of the movements
Two men went together in the .scarch to: order the Indians to moves
The two men would go to the Indicn home, order ‘ther. out and then
sct fire to the homc to keop them from rcturning. In [ony coses
they only took with thém whot nossessions they could coarry on
their backs., Barradss vwere constructed os o cenbral nlace to keep
them until the -roundwp wns completed. The barrachs wore constructed
by standing split logs and pdles in the gound, tied togcther with
hickory bark, Sanitary conditions were bad and mony dicd in the
barrackse . ILife in the barracks was not suited to the Indiants
woy of livings lire Locath soys this is the wrorg thing for the
Indianse Their nature is such that they will mot live long wherc
they arc crowded togethers Watchmen were placed on guard to keep
the Indians in the barracks.

) The round-up was started in the spring timc of 18384 The move-
d _ nent on the trail did not start. until Septcmbers

Thesc Indians were not savages. They hed established homes
and lived very much like the vhite neople. They had heouscs, cattle
‘horses, sheep, hogs and goatse They had orchards and they lmcw
how to grow crops. They werc a law abiding people thot had
¢stablished churches, The Cherokces werce intelligent Indions,

The march started fromEchota. in Scptenbers The trail
. blazers ‘had started two months ahead to mark the traile Ire Leath
Ve ;, and his pal learned thot the  mork wa _a threc point_ turkey foot
: that they foundron treces mnd rocks along the troils The nmiddle
point would be longzr @nd »Hoifit in the direction to be travelcd.
Some times when approaching a strcam the middle neint vould point
un or down strecam where a better crossing was founde

On this march the govermment did not provide viagons and
provisicns. Only men were srovided to sce that the movement was
modes  There were times thnt whips werc uscd when the Indians
logged bohinde  Some of the Indinns had wapons and Some rodc
ponics but mest of them wolked carrying whet nosscssions they
coulds During the winter nenths the trail conditions iere bad,
Somc of the wagons broke dovm and were lef*.

I're Icath's pal lcarned thot his great grondmothcr had died
in Neshville. At Nashvillc white men had let the Indicns hove
vihiskcyes Some of the drunk Indisns died in the mud ~nd oters

In 1892 Sam and his »ol scarchcd out the troilfrom Echota
to licshvilles In 18793 they went on to Hopkinsville, Kcntucky.
In 1354 they followed tho“treil to Cape Girardcau, lio. Then later,
18% wAith ~n Indicn guide, Pensatok, lire Leath from the west cond
~f o treil soorche 3 the serrinder of the route back to Cope Girardcon

Frore ehwille b viere thirteen groups of 1000 cnch
oLt 1T s §edn 7 dn the march on the vioy.  Therc ves
y
Foraze =sonnoany o ardshl o, I uns not peszible to find crnicugh
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food on the vway. Only the strong survived the Journey,

John Ross wos supcrv1501 of the marca, His wife wos scriously
ill when they reached the Hississipoi Rchr, He took her dovn the
river to Little Rock for treotment. She died and was buricd there,
John Stephcns acted as supcrvisor in theabscnce of Rosse | Stephens
was a wealthy cmglishmon thot had marriec a Cherokec, His vifc had
been dead some time, but his daughter Stclla was with him on the
trip., Stephens died &4t Cope Girardcan and was buricd Lherc,
tTher'c was  grcat difficulty getting across the [fssissippi
River, They cross:d on & borge guided with push p2les Frgm here
they journcyed on to the Fhitce River and crosscd two or threc miles
above. Cotteres The river wos full and there was a loss of oroperty
ond: Hfe, Stella Stcphens had o negro maid th“t wos drovmed.at
this créossing.

-~ The troil led ort west just north of Burlington by ey of

Denver and north of Gr.cn Forcst ond Berrvv1llg._ They crossced
Kings River near Grandview, They traveled on westward in tlic

gcnorﬂl line of the roilrond over the tunncll by Gascins Switch
..... nd to Bluc Spring, They stepped at Blue Spring three or four

days to get the party 21l togcther apein. They made o s2fe crossing

of Thite River at Blue SPring and followed the Huffman Bend cond by
iRy of Huffman's store on to Bentonvilles Near Bentonville ot
Sugar Creck ;they stoppcd four days to repoir wagens, harncss. nnd
shoc their ponies bcfore continuing the morche From Sugor Creek
they followcd the Illinois Rlvcr to Park Hidl, the dustination of
their Journey.

~They ‘started vith 1300 in groups of 1000 ~nd 4000 morc joined
on the way. Only 6000 of thc stronger Indians werc clive whon
they rcached Park Hill,

Their troubles ha® not cnded. They didn't find os much
gcme here as they had back cost.  The water was not goode It
was brackish. Hore the lond wes sod londe It v2s hard to break
cnd they didntt have-tools ond the nower to work the soil.

Their journey was truly a "Trail of Tears."

lire Leath OJS_thpro vns another novement of Tndicns throuah

-Garroll County in 1837, This trail wns by woy of Carrollton,

Osage, Huntsville and Johnson's Switch near Fﬁycttpvillu. The

troil biazers were instructed to demand thot whiskey storcs be

closeds They &id not wont the Indicns to get whiskey con the marche.

Near Fayetteville At Johnson'!s Switch a man did not obey 1nSuructlons.

He rolled cut a barrcll of whiskey and provided tin cuns for all.
A drunken brawl followcd ~nd servercl men were cut with knives.
Onc Indian was killed ans o white mon wos nissing. This browl
created i1l feelings between the Indians 2nd the whitc ncoplce

Old timers point out & »lacc near Osage where onc of the
Indions d:Lcd onthe liarch and was burlcd.

————————— e

l




her
hens
2 had
Qe

re
dles
rty

sing

MSe

-

lr, Leath says the Indians made one request to his fother,
They urged him to tell the white men not to disturb the Indian
gravese  Even in that day there were trcasure hunters ond souvenir
hunters. When the Indion dicd his tools were buried vith him,
If he had been an arrow neker his tools for making arrows would
bc buricd with him. The some -would be trua for the basket maker
and the weaver. Contrary to cormon belicf lr, Icath sgys these
hings werc not buried in the grove with the bady. Thesc things
would be placed in a location two or three feet from the bodye

liost Indian families were given eighty acres of land in the
territory. If the land wos peoor an extra twenty acres mey be

. given, Single Indians mey work for familics and grants wcre not

given to theme ' Only thc chicfs worce given moncy from the federal
governmente Those of the commaon herd were not given noncye

Iymon Squircs said thosc ~rriving lete got only the noor
wosted lands. They werce cnlled the "Lates" The last ones drriving
got very poor land if any. They were called the "Too Letece!”

Ycllville was a Shavmeo Village 1733 to 1817.

Arkonsos history tclls us, "WThe migration of the Cherokces

- from their hamelands in Tennessce began. in 1785 when 4 fow of

these Indians came to Arkonsas and Tormed o scttlement on ihite
Rlvch. President Jefferson encouraged other Cherokces to follow
their kinsmen to the West. At prosident Jéffersonts suggestion.in
1809 the Cherokee chicf, Tah-lon-tes—kee, brought 300 of his

‘followers ond settled in the Arkansas Valley on lands. giVu“ up

by the Osages, After the building of Fort Smith (1817), scveral
thousand more €herckces gove up their lands in Georgic and’
Tennessce for lands grantod in-the Arkensns ¥alley.

Arkansas is best thought of as the temporary home of the
Cherokecs, The first come in 1785- othcrs crme frome time to
timc during a period of morc than forty years, when (1829) the
last of the tribe wos noved into.whﬁt is now Okl;homn.

"In 1830 Con'rcss nwsdcd the Indlﬂn Renoval Act. It forccd the

their 1 nds uast of thb 1su1331pn1 ﬁnd move = to l“nds in IHL1 n
Tcrritory. Their rcmoval wins supervisced by the government con-
tractors. Indian f"mlllOS Ticre asscmbled at Afk“HS” Post and
t2ken up the nrk“nsbs fiver. Hundreds of others WLrC taken by
stcamer up the Ouochltﬁ.uo Comden and marched overland from
Cﬂ\dqn to rescrvitions in Oklohoma. These and other imhanny

CTOVenS str"ggllng 1 foot through swémps and ‘canebrakes gave
froontne Wrail of Tcﬂrs” o the wilderrnss roadse" ILiving in
arvorrs by Oe EeilicKnights i .




, Wclons. ilr. Ieath Says the Indian hunter killed only whrt he
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ires Leath says when the Cherokces cane to Arkansas thoy
vicre looking for forests that produced the greatest -amount of
wild fruits ~n3 nuts, They roiscad ecrn, beons, pumpking and

nceded,  He wented to prescerve the wild game.  This wos not nlways
truc with the vhite hunters, Som: of then would kill mere than
they ceculd use. They sconed to wont to boast abeut kd1ling
great numbers, hot realizing the vild gome would he scarec songc
Hakia 2

0ld Fert Douglas, north of Clarksville ncar Low Gap and
Sand Gap was a headquarters center for the Cherokees, In 1817
Son Houston came to Arkonsoas to help the Indisns. VWhen thoy cime
here the treaty provided that this would be their hone forevers
am Houston seemed to approve the movement frort Tennessce to
dArkonsas.,  He was disappointcd when thc government breke the
treaty te move the Cherolous Irom Arkansas,

iy - Sam Houston had beon reclected governor of Ternesscc without
oppositictia  He gove up this position and camc to his Indion
iriends, "He onc his first wife hod toubles They were diverced,
whon he camc to irkanscs he found the Tndian girl that s his
swcet heart back in Tenness.c, At first she didntt have any interest
fer hime She scid he hod a wifc. He sent word to her-that he was
‘divorced. The explanntion seerded to be satisfactory and they

vere morried, The girl he morricd wes 2 relative of Chief Jollysé

-Chief Jolly scnt Boudenot and ‘somc other men to liashington
to appose the movemént frem Arkensass Tt was reportcd thot
some white men got then drunk and Boudenot signed the treaty
(X his mark) +to move the Cherokevs from firkansas, Boudcnet
denied this but the Indicns wouldn't belicve this. They dlled
Boudenot and the mon thot went with him,
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- * lirker at Pea Ridee, Lrkansas
= 1938-39\ :

. 7Here passed part of 20,000 Chertw \
' kee, driven by U, S, Army from
& their Tennossee - North Carolina —
' Georgia Ilountains to Indian terri-
\ torys. One~third died on the Waye
& 645 wagons hauled the infirm, ‘
& | 5,000 ponics ridden, thousands
) 1 forced to walk, "
Ve o it _ Here, 1862, 1,000 Indian worriors
A came as -Southern Soldiers for

to fight in open battle. ‘Each one
dered to take a tree from which
H\“\ they carried cn their savage

varfgre, )
llarker at Pea Rzﬁge, Naticnal Park

s Associations Erected 1933,

Edsel Ford February, 1961
The Ozark ountaincer
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ing wagona, on hcraebach and afoot,” they noved wearily inland as
past in Bdarnggled grouvs-—;n oxhusted mother with & sick child

stained, eyes dulled with niscry--who were they?

,first large group to make the journey overland, fheugh scrme had
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= ' ,‘ Trail of Tears" Bk e ,‘J
e *\ One ‘of-Natdon's Greatest Traged10¢. o] Ko gt T8
) i sirkansas Gdzett
-Scnt01bcr 28 1958
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- thsourlans who haqpened to. berwatchllg on the banks of the
LisSlsszppl near Cape Girardeau on a blecak November dey in 1837
~saw a strange nroce531on dlscmbark from the ferry,
AR ' _
They were Indians, but Ihdl ns such as lisscurians had not
-scen., Sllcnty“ghostly figures through the lowland fog, in creak-

the Lorry réturned for thc rest of their company. They filed 4

lying limp in her amms, an cld man racked vith a couéh, travel

Idsscurians werc witnesging,one chapter of the tragic
Cherokec removal. The Cherokees had been a proude pecople with
azcivilization equali to that of their white neighbors in Tennessce,
Georgia, and North Carolina, They owned:prospercus forms and
engaged in comerce. Thousands of them learned to read ond write
when their great‘leader, Swguoyah, in 1821 invonted an alshabet
of characters.in thuir own longuage. But the Chérokees ovmed
rich lands qnd gold denosits which the whitcs wanted ﬂng tooke

e e 2 e
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Stote and federal ¢ ovurnnents coopcraucd in passing laws
and in carrying out rcnovg_ crders to resettled these woonle on, .
new lands in the present state of Oklahoma., Political riise ]
nonogenrment and avarice added to their suffering during the 1
axoulsien and on the long journcy west which they called the WTrail
of Toars,'

The party:. of 365 which canme through Iissouri in 1837 wes the

previously gone by river boots w the arkonsas. It was the

1Lth of November before all the company had crosscd the Hississippl
into 1issouri. Some had clready becn buriced along the routc——from

the Cherokee” dgéncy in ‘Tennessce, across the Cumbcerland Ilountoins,

through Kentucky and IllanlS.

They pa 2ssed through Jackson, !fisscuri and camped "ot the
vridow. Roberts" near Farmington. They went through the lead
mining country, halting sometines for a day to rcpair wogons,
shee horses, o2nd wesh. Be Be Cannon, the official govermnent
conductor of the expedition did whot he could with the meager
rations of cornmeal and bacon, but they were little help
with illness rampante
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, By November 25, 60 of the emigrants were too sick to trovel

| farther, and-the mést grovely i1l wore sheltercd in a I™ssouri

/ schoolhouse, where four dieds The party soon moved on, though
/ there was not room enough 1n the viagons for all the invelids,

y On December 5 the Cherokecs camped on the Meramec River,
/ and were plagued with rains, broken wagons, and rouzh countiry
/ ' before they reached carp at Waynesville. ‘They camped on the
/ Gasconade on December 10 and rcached James Fork of VWhite

/ River on the 1lhth. an Indion child was bern that night. They
. went through Springficld and camped for several ddys to care for
o the ill and dying. The doy befoere Chrlstnus,1837, the Indions
v o - arrived at Cane Hill, Arkensas, and in another day or so finally

rcached the land that was to be theirs.

‘ Fiftecn peonle had died on that agonizing march, 1l of then
\, children. Scmewhere in ?wssourl today a scattering of longllost
| \\ K graveg marks the Cherokec Trail of Tears,

N"Storics of the Ozarks"
Hod Inturesting Episode

Chronicles of Arkansas

By Iargarect Ross

January S, 1959
i ; Iifc in a rcmote pioncer secttlement, cut off from neigh-
bors and news of the world, was not charecterized by deily cvents
of an earth-shottering naturce Yet the pioncers of .rkansas had
cxciting monents occasionally,

Silas Ce Turnbo wrotc a series of sketches of pioncer lifc in
Southwest ifissourl and irk-nsas, in the country adjncent to white
River, under the title "Storics of the Ozarks." They deol »nart-—
icularly with the advcenturces of the carly sottlers with vild aninalks
2nd includes the folling sthorys

The neuth of Bear Creck is cne of the carliest scttled places
on the Upper Vhite Rivers The nlace I refer-to is vhere the
idssouri stote linc divides Tancy County, los, and Beonc County,

Arkonsas The division line between lissouri and .irkenscs crosscs
the river nt tho nmonth of the creek neméd at the beginning of this
h“nter,

Girard Leiper Brown was the first settler at the routh oF
Bear Creck. Brown aarricd iiss Kate Coker in ‘Alabanz, They left
aleboma for the will west soon after their marriage, and arriv-
ing on White River abeve wihwre Batosville now stnnds, they dug
cut 2 big conoc of block walnut, and in the late swmer of 1816
thcy storted up the river with their houscheld,  J\mong their
cffeets was a small barrcli filled with solte
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