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A marker in the front yard ls the only indlcation that the houre
g

It's = white frame hcuse on the banks of the Uostanauls L UEE N
Nome, sa., 10w occupled by Mr. and MNrs. Jo 3¢ Crump and their thres
children. Aecently it was visited for the first time by brs. Lelen
Taylor ol Tulsa, Okla., great=graat-granddaughter of the CTlherokee
leader wiio bullt it.

The shery bezing in 1770 with the olrth of an Iudian vavy id
wiet 1o now folk county, Tenn., who was christensu wah-ua-tah-tle-y.,
which wesns "walking the mountaln tops.” '

“he nsme was prophetic., When the child became a man, he walled,
tterally »nd flguratively, on mountain toos, He became 2 leader of
is peonle-=-gerving as Speaker of ih= Council of the Cherokee Natlou=-=-
ad such & distingulshed soldier ln the Var of 1812 that uen. Andrew
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_vackson appolnted him to the rank of major.
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Georgia Gove wilson Lumplkin considered him' a man "whose clvili-
tzeation and influence juatly entltled ‘him to a place ln the coalldcnce
and brothernood of the [irst statesmen aund philanthroplsts ol the
age,"” A .

“hlle Gah-pa-tah=tle-gi was stlll = child, hils parents moved

%

nov
Crom _ennesses bo aorth Georgla and the white translated hls toc
tangliu,s wame as Lldge. Taking the mngllish interpretation as h
surnams and later retaining his military tltle, he wes known th

nuch of uls 1life as Major Ridge.
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In 1762 Ricgze marrled Susanne Wlcket, the Cherokee "TIrincezs
_e=roy-a." iwo years later he 5311t the two=-story house baside
the Costannsule. And in the 15303 he Lecame one, of the first ol uls’
people io iravel the Qrailfof Tears Crom the South to the wert, '
Ty wmg, in Cact, at the Rld. =z nhome in Nome that the [inal
itreaty for the Cherckee removal was uegotiated, °

Althouw h Johan Ross was priancipsl chilel of the tribe from 102F
Lo 1576, ildse, wio was 20 years foss! sealor, had long bcen a
couisclor == had helped devise the founaation for the Jiisrokse
sovernmental structure. .

—~ Lovdmrs of ths Cherokee Nation frequently cathered at the Lia
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ome to Giscuss civie and pollticel alfairs and Lo celabrate ou :o
ijays. weccoruing to historian weor o pattey, "whlle the caplval
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nomlna117 at lew Achota. 1t was a large part of the time cua the 12n
e

of Aluse's uom-

a  rsat ond, poasiply cne ¢Z vhose under which the Indlans ¢-:=
ferred, U111 cliewes the launa of tha Lluge uore, althou, s LU now ohory
<o wsTks of tlne, And, in a diiferent WAYy G0 wues the houz=. .3
12 8 hrve noan ecvered with whiteepainted cle~bosrd aud Luo wings
added, Luside, vhe celllugs liave Leen 1l.uescd, plastersud and paiuiel.

wse Crump escortsa her vizitcrs through the rooms and umwkn Lo
Pe L2sewsnl, the only place where lhe crigioal nand-uewn logs core

VJ.a.‘.u’A. v

~0 U e 13 ant wred by the textlle corps.iriiviu L~y whicu .7,
orumg wcfuc, end hils Femily moves [rom c¢ity to clty according teo U
uermands ol hils jube

‘Al .f us are Lfnlerested in hilstory,"™ Mrs. Cruwp seid, "and &
flest Luln, we do when we move to a new town iz Jlud cvub 9ll we co-n
about lts past, Je were [ascinated when we le2ra~d wiho Lutlt this
nruse.”
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b3y ~ajylor Lind at lesgt three other Famous anccstors who livow
in the (mwe &rea: Joho Jidge, the ualur's sou, and <llz:z Soudinet
420 witnod waule, wlie were byothers, and wmiz, 1aslor's brvat-érewt~
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The Umeaty nes_otlated at Lhe idge home--and signsd at iiew
reiota, Cees 27, 1&35-~cost the malor, Join and Loudinet Lheaip 1%7v:ag.
vad 1t 1ead Lo the beglnalng of 2 lecend that no weapon had ever te-n
mrae Lhat could klll Stand watle,

Negovlations for the Cherckee removal started around 1C19
the wlucovery of gold in north Georzia in 12206 struck the [inal 1=~
to lhe Indlom cause, There were millions in the Cherokss hille »: °
viit whilte nan had no intention of dividipg itdepfs Ekpor—~

in 182y, a delegation led by John Jos<Jslegned a tresty celln-
thie “lusroaes lands to the fedsral Tov ot for a price to be ri- -~
by che Csasale. The sum turned ovuc Lo Ue amazingly sw2ll and entipols
unsatisi~ciory to the Cherokees,
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a0ss believed 1f the Indlans protested cn0u

A4 ehie evernseel
would cscccaslder and pay a reasonahle prlies fer tha lend, Rldge anug
ceveral clhers relt that further roslstance would lead only to gr--tey

aulferins and onpression, ' .

‘he Juersees Nttlon splite RiGss resi:ned 23 Speaker of the

councll =nl Toudlnot gave up his positloa as editor of th~ newsnrn~r
“he loenlx.

sectuse ol the
3]

rift, the 1= ._c 3t anl most lmbort“nb counclil - L~
ing lu Jlieroikes ¥ 441

couven at the hose of Jdeha lldge. AL itkir
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' oul an arrangemsnt sultahle to both s
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conlercnes, a committee from each g=
des,

ty was aprolaied to reat anl o,
9
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walopr Tldze was chalrman ol one conmittee anu Joun aoza, vhe uilbar
neetin, at the (ajor's house they roached an acreement s:ohbtling +he
Glilerencsr 2nd scheduleu the fopmal slgulng of this ilnsbtrument Lur
B8y oy b Lew =Cthoba,

wicz the tlme came, Tosas repudlated hls =greenent, Jrilel oo
sttenu Lhe aignling cersrmony and rejected the terms, Hafor Tlu:2,
Jchu, wi=nd aatie, sllias boudinot and verious othears ald ciluii.

And che lnalan natlon split [ora szecond time

LLter the trek west, the Ross narty avensed whet they conslidsro.
the treascnnus act of thc other gsroup by murdering ajor 2nd ol
Ridge and «1llas Boudinet,

satle wns scheduled to d'e 2t the same tlmo bHut wes awsy [por il

the nisht the others were killed, FHowever, the assagsiustions l-u 10

aa incldent whbth ; salnsd watle the respsct of both group: and accl
for 2ls courage

alo

Learning that Douldnot was dead, Watle rods unarmed into a c(rowa
of eunemles surrounding hls trother's body. As i:e apcroached, snra-
thin ==perhaps his orim silence--prompted the crowd to draw bach
and let him pags, Removing the siieat which covered tis brother's
{ace, “'atlie locked dewn at Doudlnot, then turned and faced the crowd,
In a gteely, coarrying volice, he dcclﬁrcu, e will glve ©10,0C0 Lp
know thea name cf the men who struck that blow."

o one srcke, DBut when watle started to les
one movs, althougn fully 100 nen in the CPOWu had
11{e only the night before,

ve, neither d
O 4.

s
gworn &

‘he 31d:e and Ross factions evcntually getiled theglr dLilsrsngae
out the .esce w2s not permaneni, The Indians, lik® -he rest of tr=»
country, were living in the shadow of approachinz war.

AL ths uveglaning of the Clvil war, .Jo0ss, ~aile anu uvthere ot 1=
the Treatr ol Alllance withh Lhe Jonfederate JStates. oa~ cepuaf-iin.
Lhie veart 1o Jhat av Lie dld with ‘b~ Tpeety of lomoval, all.nlns Li~-
561l with the rederal [orees, thuz dlviding the hstlen a third tiea,

Some of the Chierokees Joirned the ~Julon Army; others [ollow~u
ate, who Lent nls word to the Confederstes,

in the srring of 1861, wWatle orgzeniced an indepsndent auzlli-r-

force of Lherokees and white to urotzcl the northern wounlarles o2 thg

vireTues latlon Cpodw ralds by B Jalewn troups. 1In July of tha' ~erp
he formed the [irst Chsrokee Repiment, later known as thr~ Tlero:
aountau ALlTsc,.  his rejiment particlpsted ln sonme of ths gajor « ~u-
illets of ths wapr, including the Dlocudy battle of Pea “iupe Lu
arkansas, the Sattle of Wllson Creek in ilssouri and Llru vreek o
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Cklahona.

«atie had had no previous military evperlence, but like most
Indian wen, 1a was a trained and wellecoordinetea athlete and nz ua-
Dlesceu with a talent for leadershic., The men ia commanded say thatb
nis influernce made weak men brave and brave men brever, r2cr, thesy
cav, asver uouched his soul and the word "retrest" wes not in iilc
voceahul"r+v. when it wns impossible to advance or hold = gost
hie cor sndsy, "Canarge back, boys! <Charge back!" And it is
l.e nuaver ordsrsc & charge-~ orward or backwerd--that he

on iay 10, 166l, watle recelved from President Davis the acroin:-
ment ol bri,jadier general in the Confederate Army and was l~ter
brevetlicd., e 1ls sald te have uesn the only Lorih American lndinr
evepn to attein this rank,. ‘
e =lsc helds the distinctlon of Laving been the lest Conleu.rte
21 it~ surrender uls swora, hisndlng over his trooos to Lt. Cul.
. .atliews on June 23, 1¢65, nearly three months after Lee's sur-
rencer at azpomattox,

~atie, who dled Sept. 9, 1371, i3 buried ia ths old Rluge o
etery in Zelaward County, Okla, The wonunent over his grave anug uvhe
one in .'s Lnonor at Ielegquah are mtrde of Georpia msrhlc.

Inorder to reise funds {or the monument at Talecuab, Iirs,
Tevlor's nmiother wrote a book, "The Lile of Stand watle,” uhich L-cama
recoriended rﬂAuing for Cklahome school children and is utow a co?  ~ torts
item, which 2113 for %15.00 a copy when it is oosslble to [ind Giie .
rs. Taylor went with her mother tc ilnterview mAny Gonfederate veter nsg
for the book.

sre. Taylor's hogtess In Altanta was Mrs. Harold Lange, who 'reuy
up next duvor to Mrs. Taylor in Tulsa. The trip to ihom= wes arron cuo
by Mrz. Cidney Ruskin, who 1s oiflclal ambassador of the lherokee
lation. )
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"Visiting the Ridge house has been a thrillin
Taylor said. "And Georgia 1s a beautiful state

able to come 9ack agaln,"
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uLendinb outside the {idge hcusn 2nd visuslizin~ whet is .ush
have besn like in ihe Major's dav, one of the women cowmwmcnted, !
Yope he's 1ddking down on us." 4nd a reporier, who ifelt th-t hiz I .0
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woft lock with favor on one whose ancestors prousbly hslped aesprive
him of his home, hoped he was not.





