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the fatal link between heart dizease ard
the high level of fat in their diets, ard
I commend each of these students for
bringing this message of good health 1o
the first State'®

< THE TRAIL OF TEARS >

HON. LAMAR GUDGER

OF NORTH CARO!INA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPKESENTATIVLS
Wednesday. October 24, 1979

® Mr. GUDGER. Mr. Speaker. T rise to
bring to the attenticn of my colleagucs
in the House a bill T have introduced
today. This bill would amend the Na-
tional Trails Systems Act of 1968, which
provides for a national system of scenic,
historic, and recreation trails, by au-
thorizing a suitability feasibility study
of the Cherokee “Trail of Trars” and for
its designation as a national historic
trail. The study would include the iden-
tification of associated forts and ather
structures

The forcible cvictfon of the « Beroo
people from thieir lunds east of the N
sissippi has teen doserited as “one of
the greatest blats in American hictor-
I would like to bricfly « umarise the
events leading un ta the accurr nee,

The Cherokee Nution of Indian Trit
held title to land m the St of North:
Carolina, Tenncsece, Georcia, and Ali-
bama. The Cherokecs had hveq i perre
with their white neighhors :..r SOVt
generations. Commicrce and tr.de 1o, -
ished between the tvwo races ang inter-
marriages wWere common. Nany of the
Cherokees enjorcd a lifestvle cindar ty
that of their white neighbor: The mot
prosperous Cherokees were eon el
terms economirally and socinfly with
their white counterparts They hived in
roomy houses of brick. frame, and s‘or:e.
They wore clothe: purchased in the B
and rode in fine carriages. They sent
their sons and d.ughters to srhouls in
neighboring communities.

However, the ircreasing white populae
tion and the concomitant westward ex-
pansion caused the white settiers to covet
the Cherokec's lands. This desire wis
further ircreased when gold was discov-
ered in Dahlonegu, Ga., in the late 1820's.
In an effort to force them to move, the
Cherokees were subjected Lo cllicfal har-
assment from the various States anud
the Federal Government. Cherokee prop-
erty was confiscated, plantations were
raided and burned, and livestock was
run off the land.

Finally, the Federal Government
signed the Treaty uf New Echota with
the Cherokees in 1835. Ins this treaty, the
Cherokee people agreed to relinquish
their lands eust of the Miscissippi in
return for western lands and monetary
compensation. Immediately, the Chero-
kee people cried fraud and denounced
the treaty as being illegal and claimed
that it had been signed by persons un-
authorized by the tripe. Over 15.000
Cherokees, out of a population of 17.000,
signed a petition of protest. The tribal
council voted unanimously to condemn
the treaty. Despite the Tndian protest,

the treaty was ratiled by the US.
Senate. Y ¢ S

Eince the Cherokee people did

not
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san~tion the treaty, they mad: no move
to give up their lands As a result, the
United States Armiy was called fn to
forcitly evict there from ' »ig ancestral
homeland. Families at dinner were intere
rupted by the intrusion of arned men.
Chridren were tazen from play and men
were seized in the ficlds. A lawiess rabble
[ollewed the soldiers, pillaging and loot-
e,

This eviction of a proud native people
produced some of the most pcignant
scenes ever recorded in the history of
mal. One womai insisted on washing
and drying her clothes, and then pro-
ceeded to place them carefully in the
Cupboard  belore  leaving. Another
woman fed her chickens then, while
weeping, put on her bonnet and led her
children away, ncver to return, One
Guorgia volunteer cormumented, 1 fought
through the Civil War and have seen
nen shot to picces and slaughtered by

the thouszands. but the Cherokce re-
woval was the crudlest work I ever
Koew.”

Toe Coomines were interned fn mili-
Lery fotts and Wien were transported
Wwoest 10 the Indian téinitory in Okla-
Feomas Tie mon overland tra.l used by
the Chicrikees tor Uie fong trek westward

Paose b tiarougin Fenneaee, Kentucky,
Lunoo, Naoour, and Arkan. .. ‘Chis
oo bwe o dored wath Indioan praves, as

Sver 4,000 Caeloiices - admoct olie-fourth
COother totud Lepriation—were  esti-
mated o kave diedin transas while mak-
ity the strenncts march o while await-
oo depoatien These heartsick people,
berewecd torthie 1y Lol therr hories and
Iove tomes, arrined jn Oxlihoma, penuis
s und berett of el posressions,
SOmcec Kk and becken Learted, strarers
I a strange laad, oblizated under cruel
and .vesoin2 conditons to begin life
anew,

This tragic enicode referred to as the
Tl ol Tear,” preants a shumeful,
but important, Chanter i the ntertwin-
g and contirunus history of these na-
e Anericans and the United States. If
for no other reason, a record of thi:
sorrowlul exodus needs to be made in
order to remind each of us of man's in-
humamty to man: the frugilty of our
dclicate code of civiiization; and, the
botential danger of any government
tranuncling upon the dignity and basic
rights of its citizenry. This record
proves such oppression and destruction
<an occur toward onc's neighbor, even
in times of comparative enlightenment
and amoug a free and Gud-fearing
peoble. I am firmly convinced that it is
imperative that such a study be con-
dicted quickly before time and man's
clicroachments obliterate the few re-
mauning landmarks and memorinls along
the route of the “Trail of Tears"” which
bear mute testimony to this tracic saga.@

THE 1979 Q(‘TESTIONNAIRE RESULTS

HON. JONATHAN B. BINGHAM

«F NEW YORK
IN THEHOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesduy, Oclober 24, 1979

® Mr. INGHAMN. M r. Speoker, the re-
sults of my annuval poil huave just been
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compiled, and 1 tring my
might find some of the recu
in1. A total of 3,300 register
the 22d Congressional Dist
Bronx, N.Y. completed th
naire, which is a total sam:
2.5 percent of the re~!sterr
though we all know that c
polls cannot be described
cally precise, I feel this on
representative of the views o
zens inmy constituency.

Sixty-six percent of the
favored bringing back the c
Istration for the draft, =~
percent were opposed to boti
prised by the strength of U
pecially since the House of
tives earlier this year defea’
sal to resume registration f
by a vote of 155 to 259. I als.
interest that 62 percent fa-
ing young people to choose,
were reinstituted, betweer
military service, nonmil:t
such as the Peace Corps o
take thelr chances on bein
have advocated such an ajt
tional service approach for

I was also struck by the 1
questions I asked my cons'I:
energy. There was the expe
for increasing sslar cnery
enacting a w:ndfall profits
aging carpodling, and ¢
standby gasoline rationing
opinion was very closely divi:
other proposals. Narrow pl
vored keewing price control:
tionalizing the oil comparnis
ping the construction of 3
powerplants. By a 50- to 39-;
gln, these voters favored a)
tric powerplants to use cj
which may cause more polly
cent thought building tem
strictions made sense to con:

One of the most difficult
the poll asked voters to
whether the Senate should
against the Strategic Arm
Treaty with the Soviet Unio
consideration. Only 46 pers
the treaty, with 31 percent
percent had no opinion, r.
difficulty many people have
standing this complex issue

I was not surprised, but
aged by the strong supp
showed for mandatory wa:
controls, a full program
health insurance, and pub
for House and Senate electi:
of these proposals have ha
ding In the Congress for yet
responses show an unrelen
which may yet push them }
front on the national ager

1979 BINGHANM QUESTIONNA!

1. A number of proposals ha
in recent mcnths almed at try!
eénergy and reduce American .
foreign sources of oll. Please ir
€r you are in favor of, or oppo.
the following proposals:

Decontrol tha price of domr
duced o).
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