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Managing Registered Battlefields
This document is designed to support advisors, land managers, and communities who have an 
interest in the management of Registered Battlefields in England. It is a supplement to Natural 
England’s Nature Recovery and the Historic Environment.

Registered Battlefields are parts of the English landscape that are of national importance, 
which merit conservation to protect and enhance their significance. Developing sustainable 
management of these sensitive landscape-scale historic sites requires an integrated approach 
that brings together farmers, land managers, and specialists from the historic and natural 
environment sectors. 

This document has been jointly developed by Natural England, Historic England, the 
Battlefields Trust and Forestry Commission. It focuses on managing change in terms of 
the land management aspects of Registered Battlefields, all of which include agricultural 
land. These decisions take place largely outside of the planning process, and therefore this 
document is not intended as a guide to planning policy. Separate guidance focused on the 
planning process has been produced by the Battlefields Trust Managing Change on Historic 
Battlefields A guide for planning and heritage professionals.

This document is organised into five sections:

1. Introduction
2. Getting to know your site
3. Identifying threats
4. Opportunities for people, nature and landscape
5. Managing your site

Monument to the Battle of Naseby erected in 1936 close to the spot from which Oliver Cromwell led a cavalry charge on the 
battlefield in 1645.
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https://www.battlefieldstrust.com/page238.asp


Managing Registered Battlefields3 Managing Registered Battlefields 4

Introduction
What are Registered Battlefields?

Registered Battlefields are designated by Historic England using section 8C of the Historic 
Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act 1953, which allows them to compile a register of land 
which is of “special historic interest”. 

This is the same legislation used to designate Registered Parks & Gardens, the first of which 
were designated in 1984. The Register of Historic Battlefields was begun in 1995 and currently 
includes 47 battlefields. 

For the purposes of designation battlefields must meet the definition used by Historic England 
in the Battlefields: Registration Selection Guide as “battles fought on land involving wholly 
or largely formed bodies of armed men, deployed and engaged on the field under formal 
command.” Sieges, skirmishes, or protests therefore cannot be designated. A battle’s location 
must also have been identified sufficiently to enable an area to be defined on the ground. 
Identifying a location can be challenging, especially for earlier battles where less historical 
information is available, and this means that there are many other battles that could meet the 
criteria for special historic interest but cannot be designated based on the evidence currently 
available.

Unlike some other designated heritage assets, such as Scheduled Monuments or Listed 
Buildings, there is no separate consent regime in place for managing change affecting 
Registered Battlefields. Instead their management relies on them being integrated within other 
processes, in particular new developments approved through the planning process in line 
with the National Planning Policy Framework, but also the Environmental Impact Assessment 
regimes (for agriculture, forestry etc.), and through agri-environment schemes which 
incentivise sustainable management. 

The Levelling Up & Regeneration Act 2023 (section 102) introduced legislative protections 
for Registered Battlefields and other designated heritage assets included on the register 
established by the 1953 Act. When implemented it will place a legal requirement on local 
planning authorities to “have special regard to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the 
asset or its setting” when dealing with planning applications (or applications for permission in 
principle).

Although this document focuses on Registered Battlefields, it could also be helpful when 
seeking to manage non-registered battlefield sites.
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Why do Registered Battlefields matter?
Each Registered Battlefield has been designated because the events which happened there 
were of special historic interest, and each site represents a nationally important moment in 
England’s story. They are places where both trained soldiers and ordinary people fought and 
died, and where political power was lost or gained with consequences which are still with us 
today. 

Sculpture by Keith Pettit at Pevensey on the 1066 Country Walk, which helps people explore the historic landscapes of Kent 
connected to the Battle of Hastings.

They contain archaeological remains which are an irreplaceable source of evidence for the 
battles themselves. This is usually in the form of artefacts scattered in the soil, but can also 
include buried features like mass graves, earthworks and the fabric of historic buildings.

Battlefield sites often have considerable communal value to local people or groups and many 
feature memorials that continue to be places of reflection and a focus for remembrance. 

Battlefields are also locations where matters of life and death and the course of history were 
affected by natural features like topography, rivers, wetlands, and woodland, some of which still 
survive today. These natural features now form part of the landscape’s cultural heritage, and 
where properly managed can help connect people with nature and heritage and reinforce a 
sense of place. 
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https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/dsg-battlefields/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.visit1066country.com/things-to-do/1066-country-walk-p881061
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What are the challenges of managing Registered Battlefields?
Registered Battlefields present many opportunities for delivering benefits for people, nature 
and heritage if they are managed positively with a constructive conservation approach (Sibilia 
and others 2019). However, the size and rural location of most Registered Battlefields means 
that their management is often split between a range of farmers and other land managers with 
different priorities and objectives.

Only a single Registered Battlefield, the Battle of Hastings, is in state guardianship under the 
management of English Heritage. Local authorities and the National Trust own or manage 
parts of several others. At least four Registered Battlefields have areas actively managed as 
nature reserves, often helping to preserve areas of wetland or river that were crucial to the 
events of the battle. 

Intensive cultivation and agro-chemicals can damage battlefield archaeology. 

Historic England’s Registered Battlefields At Risk recognises that these sites face many 
pressures that can be hard to understand or manage, such as intensive cultivation and 
unrecorded metal detecting. There are also opportunities to enhance these historic landscapes 
to protect their archaeological evidence, restore nature, and make them more accessible and 
engaging for visitors, but require specialist advice and support to achieve this.

At present only a handful of Registered Battlefields have a conservation management plan. 
Yet where these are in place they can bring land managers and other stakeholders together 
to agree a shared vision and give them access to the specialist information they need to help 
improve the condition of these landscape-scale heritage sites. 

There is considerable potential for the land protected by the Registered Battlefield designation 
to be better managed to deliver more for people, nature and heritage. This could help achieve 
a number of the goals of the Government’s Environmental Improvement Plan, including 
public access and engagement, nature recovery, and enhancing beauty and heritage, whilst 
continuing to produce food and growing the rural economy. 

Getting to know your site
Before making decisions about the future management of land within a Registered Battlefield 
you should first seek appropriate advice and expertise to evaluate and understand its 
significance. Significance comes from all the things which make the place special: it is why we 
value a place now. 

Historic England’s Conservation Principles define significance as “the sum of the cultural and 
natural heritage values of a place”. It may feel like you already know the site well, but skipping 
this stage and making management decisions without understanding significance may mean 
actions don’t deliver the desired results or cause unintended damage.

Start with the official designation information on the Registered Battlefield: this can be found on 
the National Heritage List for England. The official list entry includes a map of the designated 
area, and a brief description of the battlefield and its historic importance. Historic England 
has produced more detailed Battlefield Reports on many of the sites at the time they were 
designated, with an overview of what was known about the battle, the historic evolution of the 
landscape, and why it is of special historic interest. These reports can be found via the official 
list entry, although our understanding of the site may have developed since they were produced.

Registered Battlefields may overlap with other cultural heritage designations, which can also be 
found in the National Heritage List for England. This can include Listed buildings like churches 
or later memorials, as well as Scheduled Monuments that could relate to archaeological 
features which predate the battle.
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View across Edgehill Battlefield.
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https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-principles-sustainable-management-historic-environment
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/heritage-at-risk/registered-battlefields-at-risk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-improvement-plan


Managing Registered Battlefields7 Managing Registered Battlefields 8

Many Registered Battlefields also feature nature designations, such as Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest, Special Protection Areas and Special Areas of Conservation, as well as 
locally designated Local Nature Reserves. Information on these can be found using the MAGIC 
Map Application. These usually cover parts of the site where an important habitat survives, 
such as an area of ancient woodland, heritage trees, a wetland, or geological formation. In 
some cases these may be unrelated to the battlefield’s special historic interest, but in many 
cases nature designations preserve habitats or features which give an insight into how the 
landscape may have looked in the past.

However, designations only tell part of the story about what makes a Registered Battlefield 
special, and there are a number of other factors to consider.

Historic landscape
Every Registered Battlefield forms part of a cultural landscape, shaped by interactions between 
people and nature over millennia. Understanding this evolution helps you to appreciate the 
landscape at the time of the battle, and how it has changed since. 

Landscape character area sensitivity mapping and views for the Registered Battlefield at Newburn Ford 1640. The site is 
located on the western edge of the urban area of modern Newcastle and Gateshead, and suffered piecemeal peripheral 
development which meant it was placed on the Heritage At Risk Register. This led Historic England to commission a report to 
better understand its significance, sensitivity, capacity for change and opportunities for enhancement. Much of the remaining 
open space within the battlefield has Local Nature Reserve or Country Park status and includes part of Ryton Willows SSSI. 
The report found these areas contributed positively by providing public access and helping illustrate the wooded slopes 
and open meadowland character at the time of the battle. It also suggested new interpretation in these areas, as well as 
opportunities to create new community green spaces that would preserve key areas of the battlefield. 

This starts with topography and then the underlying geology, soils, and water flows, which may 
have been relevant at the time of the battle and can often still be understood in the landscape 
today, even if the land use and habitats are different. Specialist research may be needed 
to reconstruct how the land was used at the time of the battle, drawing on evidence from a 
range of sources such as historic maps, archival records, historic landscape characterisation, 
archaeological survey, and palaeoenvironmental sampling. 

You should also consider the wider landscape beyond the designated area of the Registered 
Battlefield to understand its setting and how this contributes to the site’s significance. For 
instance there are likely to be important views from local high ground used by commanders, 
or from historic routeways used by troops assembling before the battle or fleeing afterwards. 
There may also be views out from the battlefield towards a neighbouring historic church or 
settlement or a more recent memorial.

Developing this detailed understanding of the history of the landscape, how it has changed, and 
what features still survive is essential to understanding the sensitivity of different areas within 
and around the designated area, and therefore to making informed management decisions. 

Archaeology
Managing a Registered Battlefield effectively should aim to protect the irreplaceable 
archaeological evidence they contain. This is unlikely to be visible above ground, as it is 
unusual for earthworks or standing remains associated with battlefields to survive, and even 
in-situ archaeological features below ground are uncommon, with the exception of mass graves. 
In most cases the evidence of a battle, which may have taken place over a matter of hours, can 
be ephemeral and fragile. Battlefield archaeology usually takes the form of scatters of artefacts 
spread across the landscape, such as lead or iron shot or arrowheads, which were left behind 
once the fighting ended.

These finds scatters, contained within the topsoil, are a crucial source of information about 
what happened during the battle.  On occasion, they can provide evidence that shed new light 
on historical accounts which describe confusing and terrifying events written after the fighting 
ended. This evidence can alter or challenge our understanding of what happened on that site, 
which in turn can impact the site’s significance and ultimately the way in which it is managed. 
Finds scatters can be hard to detect and are, as a consequence, easy to inadvertently damage. 

Above ground there may also be earthworks such as ridge and furrow, historic buildings 
and later monuments associated with the battle. It is also important not to overlook any 
archaeological features which may pre- or post-date the battle and how they relate to the site’s 
overall significance. 

Some battlefields have been subject to detailed archaeological study, but others have received 
little or no fieldwork at all. It is important therefore to bring together all the available information 
and identify any evidence gaps before moving on to decisions about management and land 
use. A proportionate response is needed, as the greater the potential impact of changes to land 
management, the more evidence is likely to be required to understand the potential impacts.

You should consult the local Historic Environment Record (HER) for information on previous 
fieldwork. If you are considering commissioning new archaeological fieldwork to help fill 
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https://magic.defra.gov.uk/home.htm
https://magic.defra.gov.uk/home.htm
https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2019-01/newburn_battlefield_strategic_research.pdf
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/methods/characterisation/historic-landscape-characterisation/
https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/chr/
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evidence gaps and inform future management, you should consult Historic England and the 
local authority’s archaeological advisor for advice. The Battlefields Trust has also produced 
best-practice guidance on battlefield investigation building upon the methodology published in 
The Archaeology of English Battlefields.

The Battlefields Trust has led a programme of systematic metal detector survey covering five fields within the Battle of 
Langport 1645 Registered Battlefield between 2021 and 2023. This revealed a distribution of bullets consistent with the 
initial fight around the crossing of Wagg Rhyne stream and subsequent widening of the action as the New Model Army 
engaged the Royalists. This helped locate areas with archaeological potential within the Registered Battlefield, and 
confirmed the designated area is located correctly.

Nature
Although Registered Battlefields are designated for their special historic interest, their natural 
features may be just as important for helping shape the events that happened here. Key terrain 
features will have influenced tactics, the choice of battleground and the positioning of the 
armies. Natural features, such as high or sloping ground, woodland, rivers and wetlands, and 
vegetation will have all played a part in the choice of battleground and the course of the battle. 
Taking an integrated approach to managing these sensitive sites is also becoming increasingly 
important as we respond to the climate and nature crisis and face growing demands for 
landscape-scale change.

In addition to nature designations discussed above, you can find more information about the 
natural values of a site by consulting the local Environmental Records Centre. They can provide 
information on habitats already recognised as being of local importance, as well as reports of 

plants or wildlife that have been identified on the site in the past. 

The Local Nature Recovery Strategy will highlight opportunities for nature recovery in different 
parts of the landscape. This could help you understand opportunities for your site to contribute 
to strategic environmental ambitions for the wider landscape.

You may want to work with adjacent farmers and land managers to commission ecological 
surveys, commencing with a Phase 1 Habitat Survey, to collect baseline data, particularly 
where there is little available information, or if major changes to management are planned.

The ancient parish boundary hedge known as the Sulby Hedges are a key landscape feature within the Battle of Naseby 
1645 Registered Battlefield. Prior to enclosure they were one of the few hedges in a much more open landscape of strip 
cultivation, with heathland and gorse scrub. The Sulby Hedges were used to tactical effect by Oliver Cromwell who ordered 
Colonel John Okey to march his dragoons up this side of the hedge and harass the Royalist horse who were drawn up on the 
far side. The hedges have been restored through previous agri-environment schemes to benefit biodiversity and continue to 
be a thick stockproof barrier as they were at the time of the battle. The Naseby Battlefield Project has also worked with local 
landowners to create a Battlefield Trail using existing rights of way and new permissive paths, install viewing platforms and 
interpretation that also celebrates the wildlife to be found in the hedges, field margins and ponds.
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https://www.battlefieldstrust.com/resource-centre/battleview.asp?BattleFieldId=20
https://historicengland.org.uk/about/contact-us/
https://www.algao.org.uk/algao-uk/orgs
https://www.battlefieldstrust.com/page228.asp
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/library/browse/issue.xhtml?recordId=1181577
https://www.alerc.org.uk/lerc-finder.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-nature-recovery-strategies-areas-and-responsible-authorities
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Access and interpretation
There is good evidence for the health and wellbeing benefits of public access to the 
countryside and of engaging with nature and heritage (Reilly and other 2018; Lamont & Hinson 
2024). Understanding how accessible a Registered Battlefield site is to the public, and how 
well its story is shared should also be evaluated to understand what public benefits it delivers. 
For instance, is the battlefield well promoted locally? Is it easy to visit? Can visitors find 
information to help them understand the battlefield? This is a particular issue for battlefields 
compared to heritage sites with upstanding remains, as they can be more difficult for people to 
read or understand without prior knowledge. Access can be both physical and intellectual.

You can start by mapping existing rights of way and any permissive paths. This should 
include identifying how accessible the paths are, and whether there are features like stiles, 
gates, steps, and bridges which could reduce accessibility. This does not need to mean 
access all year round, as many sites feature special events like guided tours, open days or 
commemorations. Public access may not be appropriate to all parts of every site, and there 
may be health and safety considerations, or seasonal restrictions to help protect livestock and 
wildlife, and all visitors should follow the Countryside Code.

It is also important to consider any existing signage, interpretation boards, monuments, and 
visitor facilities such as car parks and toilets. This can include access to any facilities in the 
surrounding landscape, including links to the wider network or paths and public transport, 
related historic sites or monuments beyond the battlefield, as well as exhibitions about the 
battle in local museums. There may also be digital resources like websites, apps, virtual trails, 
audio-guides, and online exhibitions, which might help engage new audiences including young 
people and schools.

Economy and land use
The cultural heritage of Registered Battlefields should be an asset to the local economy, 
benefiting rural businesses and local communities. The financial viability of farming businesses 
is also an important consideration if battlefield sites are to be managed sustainably. In most 
cases the designated area is primarily agricultural land, but how it is farmed and what it 
produces will affect the site’s nature and heritage. You could start by looking at agricultural land 
classification, as this will give an indication of how the land can be used, both now and in the 
future.

The size of most battlefields means that most are owned and managed by more than one 
landowner. Getting to know which farm businesses manage the land, and mapping the current 
land use of each parcel within the battlefield will serve as a useful guide. You can also work 
with them to check which parts of the site are managed as part of an agri-environment scheme. 
Partnership working is essential to managing these complex heritage sites and ensuring they 
deliver their full potential for people, nature and heritage.

In addition to agriculture and forestry there may also be farm shops, holiday cottages, and other 
businesses within or close to the site. You may also want to consider if the battlefield’s heritage 
is currently being used to benefit the economy, such as to promote local produce, or in publicity 
to attract visitors to the area. Understanding this can help inform discussions with stakeholders, 
help identify opportunities and attract external funding.

Battlefield 1403 was opened by the Albrighton Estate in 2008 using historic farm buildings within the Battle of Shrewsbury 
Registered Battlefield. The site includes a museum dedicated to the battle, farm shop, butchery, café, wood sales, falconry 
centre, and a family friendly nature trail themed around the centre’s mascot Archie Sparrow. It was chosen as the country’s 
best farm shop in 2019, and today provides jobs for around 50 people.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-countryside-code
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/category/5954148537204736
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/category/5954148537204736
https://battlefield1403.com/
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Identifying threats
Battlefields face a range of threats both from human activity and natural factors, resulting in 
a range of direct and indirect impacts and harm to the heritage resource. Since the end of 
World War II there has been an increasing threat from human activity, particularly from new 
development and the intensification of arable cultivation. Direct impacts on archaeology and 
landscapes include disturbance of buried materials through agricultural activities, loss of data 
through non-systematic and unrecorded metal detecting, and the construction of housing 
and agricultural buildings. Changes and alteration in landscape use such as the removal of 
woodland and hedgerows to create larger areas for intensive cultivation and the drainage 
of wetland areas can impact and harm the significance of designated landscapes. Indirect 
impacts can also include effects on setting and changes to the character of the landscape. It 
is important to understand the threats facing the preservation of battlefields in order to design 
mitigation strategies for their long-term conservation and enhancement for public benefit.

The quality and quantity of archaeological material preserved on battlefields depends on 
various factors. Most influential are the nature of the burial environment in which materials 
reside, the nature and composition of the material culture, and how the land has been used 
and managed in the years since the battle took place (Rowe 2019). It is this manipulation and 
management of the landscapes which cause the greatest direct and indirect impacts on the 
preservation and significance of our Registered Battlefields. 

Development

Development can have direct physical impacts on archaeology and harm the open historic 
landscape character of battlefields. It can also impact terrain features, disturbing grave-pits or 
earthworks, displacing or damaging artefacts, and disrupting the line of sight during battles, 
affecting the legibility and interpretation of sites. Development within the setting of a battlefield 
can have similar impacts on significance, including the relationship between the battlefield itself 
and its surrounding topography. 

The impact on the battlefield will depend on the nature and extent of the development, as well 
as the significance of that section of landscape. Inappropriate development within a battlefield 
and beyond the boundary can both affect and harm the significance of the heritage asset. A 
proposal for a new housing estate, farm building, solar or wind farm or transportation route 
could cause direct physical harm to historic remains and impact the setting and interpretation 
of the landscape and the nature of the burial environment. The Town and Country Planning 
(General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 allows certain forms of development 
to be undertaken without the need for a planning application, known as Permitted Development 
Rights. They can represent a threat to the special historic interest of a Registered Battlefield, as 
even minor development with groundworks can impact on archaeological evidence or the open 
landscape character of a battlefield.

Agriculture

Registered Battlefields largely reside on agricultural land and contain upstanding remains and 
buried remains. Most battlefield artefacts reside in the plough soil, the top 20-30cm of the soil 
column, and consist mainly of metallic artefacts lost or shot during the battle itself, as well as 
buried human remains, and potentially preserved waterlogged organic remains at sites near 
rivers and other wetland areas. The nature of the burial environment will determine the level of 
preservation and rate of corrosion of these artefacts.  The soil chemistry, historic land use, land 
management regimes and the composition of artefacts will all play a part in their preservation. 
Some soils such as sandy or acidic soils are more likely to accelerate artefact decay and the 
decomposition of human remains. Agricultural intensification resulting in deeper ploughing 
and tillage methods, the use of heavier machinery resulting in compaction and rutting, land 
drainage, and the increased use of chlorine-based fertilisers mean battlefield assemblages 
have become more prone to increased oxidation and accelerated corrosion (Foard & Morris 
2012; Rowe 2019). 

Mechanical cultivation has also led to damage of artefacts such as abrasion marks on 
projectiles and the re-distribution of artefacts across a landscape, distorting our ability 
to analyse such objects, and altering their spatial patterning. Ultimately this harms the 
interpretation of historical events. A series of experiments was conducted to simulate the effect 
of potato trench cultivation on the distribution of lead shot at non-designated Mortimer’s Cross 
battlefield. The use of potato de-stoning equipment resulted in the shot being moved up to 14 
metres from their original location (Foard and Partida 2022, 58).

Potato trenches within the  Marston Moor 1644 Registered Battlefield, Yorkshire.
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Severe pitting and corrosion on the surface of a lead bullet from the siege site of Moreton Corbet, Shropshire, kept under 
arable cultivation (left). Compared to a well-preserved lead bullet from the Registered battlefield at Edgehill, Warwickshire in 
an area of long-term pasture (right).

Contamination
Many battlefields are a popular site for local events and re-enactments to take place which 
can contaminate the ground with increased footfall and modern waste such as ring pulls, tent 
pegs, coins and cans. This can affect future archaeological surveys of sites as modern metal 
gets mixed into the topsoil with objects from the battle itself. This is especially problematic if 
using replica projectiles or equipment which over time in the ground will corrode and be difficult 
to distinguish from the original battlefield assemblage. The battlefield at Hastings was found 
to be contaminated by military training during the 1940s as well as re-enactment events since 
the 1980s and public events such as firework displays, material of which includes foil, ring 
pulls, sparklers and cartridge cases (Foard 2018). The addition of green waste (compostable 
materials from residential areas) to arable fields as a form of fertiliser can also contaminate 
sites, incorporating modern waste including metals and plastics into the topsoil alongside the 
battlefield artefacts.

Metal detecting
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The systematic and accurate surveying of battlefields has improved our understanding of many 
registered and unregistered battlefields across the country. Currently a licence is not required 
to detect on Registered Battlefields, only the landowner’s permission. However, such hobbyist 
detecting removes objects into private ownership, sometimes without adequate provision for 
appropriate analysis, conservation and reporting. If not properly organised metal detecting 
rallies on a large scale can be particularly damaging, stripping sites of their historical data. 
Illicit metal detecting without landowner permission has a similar effect and any detecting 
not involving the systematic and detailed recording of artefacts impacts data recovery and 
the ability to accurately interpret sites of conflict and damages the overall significance of the 
heritage assets. The accurate location of finds in the landscape and their distribution is a crucial 
source of data for interpreting the deployment of troops and assessing the main areas of action, 

as well as the types of weapons in use. Battlefields Trust Guidance has more information 
on conducting systematic metal detecting surveys designed to better understand battlefield 
archaeology.

Encouraging Responsible Metal Detecting 

Metal detectorists with existing permissions to detect on Registered Battlefields are 
encouraged to follow the Code of Practice for Responsible Metal Detecting and Historic 
England’s Guidance on Good Practice.

Useful guidance for farmers is available Metal Detecting On Your Land – Know Your 
Rights which is supported by the NFU and heritage organisations. 

The Portable Antiquities Scheme also has a network of local Finds Liaison Officer who 
can be contacted for advice. 

Agri-environment schemes may also prohibit metal detecting on known archaeological 
sites, including Registered Battlefields, or where it conflicts with other actions being 
funded. 

Where systematic metal-detecting surveys or other archaeological fieldwork is being 
planned on agreement land, the agreement holder can seek permission from the Rural 
Payments Agency, details of which can be found in the relevant scheme handbook. 
In which case the fieldwork will also need to be supported by the local authority’s 
archaeological advisor and Historic England.

When illicit metal-detecting is carried out without landowner permission it is a heritage 
crime. Tackling it will require careful cooperation with landowners and the local police 
rural or heritage crime team. This could include stepping up patrols in problem areas, 
CCTV, and signage. 

Landowners are encouraged to report any incidents on their land to the police by calling 
101 or via an online report, to help understand the problem and target resources. If the 
crime is still in progress, or there is a danger to life or property, or violence is threatened, 
please call 999 immediately.

Climate
The impacts of climate change on cultural heritage and landscapes is now evident. Climate 
related pressures on cultural landscapes include fluctuations in temperatures and precipitation, 
wildfires, changes in groundwater levels, rising sea levels, and erosion. Our own ways of 
tackling climate change such as tree planting, biodiversity net gain projects, construction 
of wind and solar farms, rewilding, must be carefully planned, to work alongside heritage 
conservation. When not integrated thoughtfully with landscape preservation, direct impacts can 
include soil erosion from heavier rainfall events, waterlogging of sites from flooding episodes, 
dewatering of sites from predicted longer dryer summers and development pressures from 
construction of green energy projects. 

https://www.battlefieldstrust.com/page228.asp
https://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/codeofpractice
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/ourportablepast/
https://finds.org.uk/documents/file/Landowner%20leaflet%20FINAL.pdf
https://finds.org.uk/documents/file/Landowner%20leaflet%20FINAL.pdf
https://finds.org.uk/contacts
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/caring-for-heritage/heritage-crime/definition/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/caring-for-heritage/heritage-crime/definition/
https://www.police.uk/pu/contact-us/
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Some of these climate change responses have been witnessed on Registered Battlefields. 
The battlefield of Worcester which lies on the banks of the River Severn is often impacted by 
flooding episodes which may alter the topography and cause changes to the burial environment. 
Whilst the Severn has always been prone to flooding around Worcester, climate change is likely 
to increase the threat of such events. The landscape character of the battlefield at Maldon on 
the east coast has been dramatically transformed by coastal erosion and rising sea levels, with 
a large area of the battlefield presumed to be slightly below sea level. Periodic flooding and lack 
of access to areas of the landscape impacts our ability to interpret and understand these sites.

Battlefields have also been directly impacted by our own mitigation strategies to tackle climate 
change. Planning permission was sought for a solar array adjacent to the Registered Battlefield 
of Bosworth in Leicestershire. This programme was refused based on the area being close to 
the site of encampments and was deemed to be of historic and archaeological importance and 
would have impacted on the setting and significance of the heritage asset.

View across Battle of Maldon 991 Registered Battlefield in Essex, including the area of intertidal salt marsh and flood plain 
within the Blackwater Estuary, which is also designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest, Special Area of Conservation, 
Special Protection Area, and a Ramsar Site.

Tree planting could impact on both the archaeological evidence preserved below ground as 
well as the historic landscape character of battlefields sites and their setting. The UK Forestry 
Standard includes the historic environment, and the Forestry Commission do not anticipate 
or encourage large woodland creation blocks within a Registered Battlefield, unless there 
was evidence to suggest the woodland was historically present and relevant to the battle. Nor 
would they support proposals which block key views and vistas. Registered Battlefields are 
excluded from ‘low risk land’ for the purposes of Environmental Impact Assessment (Forestry) 
Regulations.
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Summary of impacts
Battlefields face many threats from human and natural factors which can result in harm to 
significance of heritage assets. Threats range from impact from development and agricultural 
practices to contamination from public events and illicit metal detecting. These impacts can 
lead to damage to archaeological assets, re-distribution or loss of archaeological artefacts, 
and changes to landscape features and settings ultimately impeding our ability to interpret and 
understand historical landscapes. 

It is important to be aware of the impacts humans and natural processes can have on historic 
battlefields and the effects of landscape management and manipulation over the years to 
mitigate the risks to heritage assets in the future.

Aerial view across Battle of Cropredy Bridge 1644 Registered Battlefield, Oxfordshire, with severe soil erosion across the 
landscape.
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Opportunities for people, nature and 
landscape
Every battlefield is different with its own unique geography and history, and each will present its 
own opportunities, which should be informed by a thorough understanding of its significance, 
and the specific threats and challenges it faces. The following themes have been used to 
highlight some of the different opportunities to enhance a site’s special historic interest, but an 
integrated approach should be taken considering the site’s natural and heritage values, while 
also balancing the needs of local communities, farmers and land managers. 

1

2

3

4

5
6

7

1.	 New public access to the hill with a key view over the battlefield.
2.	 Revert cultivated fields with known archaeological remains to grassland.
3.	 Improve interpretation around the existing monument.
4.	 Rewet drained wetland and straightened river which was a major obstacle in the battle.
5.	 Restore lost hedgerow on the parish boundary connecting woodlands.
6.	 Create a new accessible trail linking the church where soldiers are buried to the 

battlefield and farm shop.
7.	 Improve the visitor offer at the farm shop and identify opportunities for business growth 

that minimise impact on the battlefield.

Illustration of an imagined battlefield landscape showing potential opportunities ©Natural England/Rosie Cummings
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Protecting archaeological evidence
The archaeological evidence found on battlefield sites is irreplaceable. Opportunities to 
protect surviving remains from agricultural impacts so that they can be understood by current 
and future generations should therefore be a priority which can also deliver a range of other 
environmental benefits.

Although arable cultivation can pose a risk to battlefield archaeology this does not mean that all 
cultivation should cease on Registered Battlefields. Where there is evidence that areas have a 
high potential for archaeological remains to survive, these areas of greatest significance should 
be a priority for reversion. 

Landport Bottom is a 44ha hillside site that forms part of the site of the Battle of Lewes. It was purchased in 1992 jointly by 
Lewes Town Council and Lewes District Council to protect it from development. It has since been reverted from cultivation 
and restored to downland, as it would have been at the time of the battle, through careful management over successive agri-
environment schemes. The site is now a thriving publicly accessible green space and nature reserve home to an increasing 
variety of downland plants, including the pyramidal orchid.

Arable reversion will halt direct damage from impact with the plough and will also reduce 
aeration and the penetration of chlorine-based fertilisers that accelerate corrosion. It can 
also be an opportunity to create new habitat which contributes to nature recovery, as well as 
protecting irreplaceable archaeological evidence. There may also be other benefits for soil 
health and reduced erosion, as well as helping improve water quality in nearby rivers and 
ponds. 

Other options to reduce the impact of cultivation include changing the type of cropping regime, 
reducing the depth of cultivation, using direct drill techniques, or precision farming approaches 
(that reduce the level of chemical inputs by detailed monitoring of application and yields that 
result), as well as avoiding techniques such as de-stoning.

Restoring landscapes and recovering nature

Managing Registered Battlefields can also present opportunities to restore the historic 
landscape, benefiting people and helping achieve nature’s recovery.

Lost or degraded features of the historic landscape could be restored or enhanced. This 
can include restoring or reinstating important hedgerows where evidence shows these were 
present at the time of the battle, such as the Sulby Hedges which were tactically important 
during the Battle of Naseby. This can help people understand and experience the battlefield, 
but also reinforces historic landscape character, and benefits nature with new and improved 
habitat and connectivity for wildlife across the farmland. 

Many battlefields featured wetlands and rivers that were important obstacles at the time, 
but which have been drained, altered and straightened in modern times. There is increasing 
interest in restoring such features as part of catchment sensitive farming, and natural flood    
management that seeks to reconnect rivers with their floodplain, slow the flow, and improve 
water quality and biodiversity. Any scheme must be informed by a detailed understanding of 
the battlefield’s significance, with appropriate evaluation and mitigation in place. Rewetting  
may also help protect below ground archaeology and palaeoenvironmental remains and help 
visitors understand and experience the landscape at the time of the battle. 

Registered Battlefields may contain a range of other historic landscape features that could 
be better managed for nature. This could include earthworks preserved under grass, ponds, 
moats, peatlands, historic wood-pasture and parkland, geological exposures and areas of 
ancient woodland and veteran trees. 

When land is reverted from arable use to protect archaeological remains this can present an 
opportunity to create new habitat; such an example is the restoration of chalk downland on part 
of the battle of Lewes in the South Downs National Park. Even where this is not feasible, it may 
be possible to combine actions which reduce the depth of cultivation to protect archaeology 
with uncropped areas planted to encourage the scarce vascular plants (arable weeds). These 
would have been common on medieval and early modern battles fought on cultivated land and 
today can help benefit insects and farmland birds.

You can find more information in Natural England’s Nature Recovery and the Historic 
Environment guidance and on Historic England’s Nature Recovery and Heritage website.
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https://www.lewes-tc.gov.uk/council-services/parks-and-open-spaces/
https://www.algao.org.uk/natural-england-guidance-and-documents
https://www.algao.org.uk/natural-england-guidance-and-documents
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/climate-change/nature-recovery-and-heritage/
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Tewkesbury Nature Reserve was founded by local people in 2012 to enhance flood meadow and pasture around the River 
Swilgate on the periphery of the Battle of Tewksbury 1471 Registered Battlefield. The project has involved river restoration 
to re-meander its straightened course, excavations of wetland scrapes, and the creation of reedbeds. This was informed by 
archaeological evaluation and with appropriate mitigation in place to ensure any remains, including a medieval axe (bottom 
right), were properly recorded. The new wetland habitats not only benefit wildlife and local people as a green space, but also 
help visitors appreciate the landscape at the time of the battle. The marshy ground on the edge of the core battle area was 
tactically important and it has even been suggested that Lancastrian commander the Earl of Devonshire may have been slain 
in this area, prior to his burial in the Abbey (top left). Drone photograph provided by Brian Reeve on behalf of Tewkesbury 
Nature Reserve. Axe photograph courtesy of Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service.
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Managing trees and woodland

Trees and woodland can be an important part of historic battlefield landscapes, which 
require consideration and sensitive management to preserve their habitats and character.

Cheriton Wood stands on a chalk ridge beside an old holloway on the site of the Battle of Cheriton 1644 Registered 
Battlefield within the South Downs National Park. It is still possible to get a sense of how the landscape might have 
looked through the leafless trees on the 29th March in 1644.

Ancient woodland still stands on the site of the Battle of Cheriton and is recorded as the 
scene of fierce and confused fighting, with men and cannon placed amidst the trees. 
Ambion Wood was believed for many years to have been planted on the site of the Battle 
of Bosworth but is now recognised as ancient semi-natural woodland that regenerated on 
arable land abandoned after the Black Death.

Ancient, veteran, and other special trees can also be distinctive and evocative features of 
a battlefields, such as at Towton where a solitary hawthorn is a prominent feature on the 
skyline. Legends have grown up around some of these, such as the Wardington Ash at 
Cropredy Bridge under which it is said King Charles was invited to dine before the fighting 
in 1644. 

The Forestry Commission recognises Registered Battlefields as particularly sensitive 
historic landscapes and any forestry project - such as felling, thinning, or creation - that 
could affect them, or their setting will need particularly careful consideration. 

Any proposals for forestry projects affecting a Registered Battlefield need to be informed 
and supported by an understanding of the battlefield’s history, events, topography, 
structures, archaeology and commemoration. The Forestry Commission’s Historic 
Environment Advisors can provide advice on this. More information can be found in 
Historic environment guidance for forestry in England.

©
N

atural England/R
osie C

um
m

ings

https://tewkesburynaturereserve.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/historic-environment-guidance-for-forestry-in-england/historic-environment-guidance-for-forestry-in-england
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Improving access and interpretation

There are many ways to start improving access and engaging a wider range of people with a 
battlefield, from simple trail leaflets and guided tours to the creation of purpose-built facilities 
for visitors. Interpretation is also essential to bring the stories of these landscapes to life.

Creating an accessible vantage point where it is possible for visitors to see across the 
battlefield is a good starting point. This should have interpretation to help identify key points in 
the landscape and explain the events in an engaging way. Ideally visitors should also be able 
to access some of the battlefield, to see other important views or features, and experience its 
sense of place.

One of several accessible viewing areas created on the Battle of Towton 1461 Registered Battlefield which were funded as 
part of a previous agri-environment scheme. Together with new permissive paths across the battlefield these have increased 
accessibility of the site to a wider range of people. The Towton Battlefield Trail is also used to help promote the area to 
visitors under the Heart of Yorkshire tourism branding.
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Access may be restricted by existing rights of way, but it may be possible to improve this by 
working with landowners and the Local Highway Authority to replace stiles and kissing gates 
with more accessible options. It may also be possible to extend and better connect areas 
and make new circular routes by creating new permissive paths. Where this is not possible, 
landowners may be willing to grant special access for pre-arranged guided tours, such as for 
Heritage Open Days during which free insurance is provided.

There will be many opportunities to better share the story of the battlefield and improve 
facilities for visitors. Improving signage to help visitors find the battlefield can be an instant 
success. Providing fixed panels for interpretation will engage visitors and can last for 10 
to 20 years if well-designed. They can include QR codes to link to digital content, such as 
virtual or augmented reality experiences, videos, audio guides or podcasts, which could also 
reach people online who might not be able to visit the battlefield. Public art on and around 
the battlefield can also be very effective, reinforcing sense of place, and engaging different 
audiences. 

New interpretation boards installed to improve visitor experience on the site of the Battle of Otterburn 1388 Registered 
Battlefield as part of the Revitalising Redesdale Landscape Partnership, which was funded from the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund and led by Natural England. Other measures included an improved countryside access point, picnic area and footpaths 
to a battlefield view point.

Interpretation of the Siege of Chester in 1644-46 located in the Roman Gardens using a reconstruction image printed on 
transparent sheet positioned to overlay a breach in the town wall that is still visible today. 
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https://www.sensorytrust.org.uk/resources/guidance/outdoor-accessibility-guidance
https://www.exploreheartofyorkshire.co.uk/index/towton-battlefield-trail
https://www.exploreheartofyorkshire.co.uk/
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/
https://www.revitalisingredesdale.org.uk/projects/the-battle-of-otterburn-conflict-in-a-landscape/
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Supporting economic growth
As historic sites that are of national interest, Registered Battlefields are an asset to be 
harnessed to support the rural and visitor economy, whilst promoting sense of place and local 
distinctiveness. 

If the battlefield can be promoted as part of an area’s story and its offer to visitors, then this can 
benefit businesses beyond the designated site, and help connect it with nearby towns, villages, 
and other heritage sites. This may be particularly useful if there is a nearby museum or heritage 
site where there are opportunities to display material from the battle or provide facilities and 
interpretation that are not available on the battlefield itself. 

A new hands-on interactive wooden display helps visitors learn about the artillery used at the Battle of Northampton during 
the Wars of the Roses. It forms part of the dedicated Battlefield Rooms created at Delapré Abbey historic house museum as 
part of its restoration funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund, which was completed in 2022. The attraction is located 
within the Registered Battlefield and also features interpretation boards and a schools’ programme which gives young people 
the opportunity to explore the battlefield and learn about its place in history. 

You could explore opportunities with your local Destination Management Organisation or the 
local authority’s economic development team, who may be able to help identify opportunities to 
support strategies for the wider area. 

The battlefield can also be a hook to attract visitors to local farm shops, pubs, cafes, and 
holiday accommodation. Farm businesses can also use the heritage of their land and their 
stewardship of the battlefield to make their products more distinctive, and to help find new 
opportunities for diversification. Examples include Battlefield Blue cheese produced near 
Bosworth, Battle Brewery at Beech Farm near Hastings, and the Battlefield 1403 Farm Shop, 
Butchery & Cafe with its own museum and falconry centre near Shrewsbury. 

It can also be useful to identify areas for future development and growth to minimise negative 
impacts on the significance of the battlefield. Farms benefit from agricultural permitted 
development rights, and it may be helpful to work with local landowners to consider sites for 
new buildings or the expansion of existing farmyards where they would be least likely to impact 
key views. It may also be possible to identify sacrificial areas where camping and outdoor 
events or reenactments could be located so that they do not have a negative impact on 
important archaeological remains.

Bound Division by sculptor Keith Pettit located alongside the 1066 Country Walk where it passes through woodland within 
the Battle of Hastings Registered Battlefield. It is one of ten sculptures inspired by the battle created in 2021 to relaunch 
the 31-mile trail between Pevensey and Rye, which was first established in the 1990s. The improvements to the trail also 
included new waymarking, seating and interpretation, and was funded by a grant from the European Union’s Agricultural 
Fund for Rural Development. The trail helps people to explore the wider historic landscape beyond the designated area 
and encourages visits to other sites connected to the battle. The trail is promoted by the local destination management 
organisation, 1066 Country, which uses the battle as its hook to attract visitors to this part of rural Sussex. Photography by 
Jim Holden.
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Managing your site
Securing a sustainable future for Registered Battlefields will be most effective where there is 
a conservation management plan in place, which takes account of the significance, threats, 
and opportunities discussed in earlier sections, and which has the support of local farmers 
and communities. Producing a plan is particularly important where any major or large-scale 
changes are being considered.

This requires working in partnership as the care of most of these large-scale heritage 
landscapes are split between multiple landowners and tenants, plus a range of other 
stakeholders who have an interest in protecting them. A convening body may be needed to 
bring people together, such as a local authority, farm cluster, landscape partnership scheme, 
or local heritage organisation. Engaging widely and listening to these diverse perspectives 
is essential if landowners and other partners are to buy into and support a shared vision for 
managing these sites to protect their special historic interest. 

Sustainable management of battlefield sites and realising their potential public benefits also 
requires appropriate funding. This includes finding land uses which balance the protection of 
heritage and nature with income streams needed for land managers to deliver it. Funding may 
also be needed for specialist staff to prepare the plan itself, for historical and archaeological 
research, or for capital investment to improve access and interpretation, or to diversify farm 
businesses so they benefit from their farm’s heritage.

Conservation Management Plans
Conservation management plans are a method of coming together to agree what is significant 
about a place, who values it, and how this can be sustained and enhanced into the future. 
Rather than fixing a moment in time, they are about managing change in a way that is sensitive 
and evidence based. In summary the plan will help identify:

■	 What have you got and where?

■ 	 Why is it important? 

■ 	 Who values it and why? 

■ 	 What action does it need? Why?

■ 	 How will you take that action? Who will take it, and when?

A plan of this kind can be produced for any heritage asset, from a single building to a historic 
landscape, including a battlefield. Detailed guidance on producing a plan can be found in 
The Conservation Plan, published by ICOMOS. The National Lottery Heritage Fund has also 
produced helpful Conservation Planning Good Practice Guidance.

The production of a conservation management plan will usually be led by a landscape architect 
or heritage consultant, who will draw upon the expertise of a range of other specialists, such as 
ecologists, archaeologists, historians, surveyors, and land agents. 

It should be a collaborative process, engaging all of those with an interest in the place. 
Interested parties will include the farmers and land managers who are actively involved in 
caring for the designated area and its setting. Other stakeholders could include Historic 
England, the Battlefields Trust, local residents and businesses, and the local authority’s 
planning, historic environment, ecology, rights of way, and economic development specialists. 
This list is not exhaustive and each site will have a different range of partners.

The site of the Battle of Bosworth in 1485 is today one of gently rolling countryside typical of Midland England which retains 
its sense of tranquillity, with arable farming the main land use. The Registered Battlefield has a conservation management 
plan produced in 2013 for Leicestershire County Council and Historic England (then English Heritage) in partnership with 
local stakeholders and Natural England. It was intended to help the local planning authority assess the significance of 
the battlefield to help protect it during planning applications, whilst also encouraging conservation of the site as a living 
landscape, balancing the business needs of farmers and land managers, tourism interest, economic development and 
environmental ambitions. It includes a detailed landscape characterisation of the battlefield, and sets over-arching objectives, 
and detailed policies, together with an action plan to help partners with delivery. 
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https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/funding/good-practice-guidance/conservation-planning
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The role of the plan is to assess all of the evidence provided during this process and develop 
management objectives which aim to balance competing needs. A conservation management 
plan cannot usually compel parties to deliver its actions, so to be effective it will need to have 
the support of the partners. They in turn will also need to have access to the necessary funding 
to deliver it.

In some cases the plan may be adopted by the local planning authority as supplementary 
planning guidance, which means it will be used to inform future planning applications within 
the Registered Battlefield. A plan could also form part of a Section 106 agreement between a 
developer and the local planning authority to agree future management and fund the delivery 
of improvement, such as at Shrewsbury where public access, interpretation, and ongoing 
maintenance received funding from a nearby industrial development.

Section 106 funding was secured by Shropshire Council as part of planning permission for a new energy from waste 
facility (chimney visible behind hedgerow) close to the Council’s Battlefield Heritage Park and within the setting of the 
Battle of Shrewsbury 1403 Registered Battlefield. The funding is helping to deliver aspects of the battlefield’s conservation 
management plan, including tree planting to help screen the development, new interpretation, and improvements to access 
within the Heritage Park and on paths that connect it to the Battlefield 1403 farm shop (see above) and the Battlefield 
Church. The funding includes capital works and an annual sum to cover ongoing maintenance over 30 years. This is 
overseen by a steering group consisting of the council, the developer, Historic England, Battlefields Trust, and Churches 
Conservation Trust.
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Find funding for the management of Registered Battlefields
The Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs funds agri-environment schemes in 
England to help farmers and land managers deliver public goods, which include protecting the 
historic environment, recovering nature, enhancing landscape character, and improving access.

Where a Registered Battlefield faces particular threats to its conservation or major changes to 
its management are anticipated as part of a new agri-environment agreement then funding may 
be available for initial feasibility studies such as the production of a conservation management 
plan. Funding may also be available to facilitate groups of farmers and land managers to work 
together to agree a shared approach to management across their holdings to deliver benefits 
for the environment. 

Agreements for agri-environment schemes can include revenue payments to fund new or 
ongoing land management, such as reduced depth cultivation, reverting land to species rich 
grassland, raising the water table or to create a new permissive path. They also include capital 
funding to take actions to protect historic features such as ruins, walls, and earthworks, as 
well as tree planting, fencing, pond restoration, control scrub, removing stiles and installing 
accessible gates and information boards. 

Full details of agri-environment scheme funding currently available can be found at
Funding for farmers, growers and land managers - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
You can also discuss opportunities with local teams at Natural England, Forestry Commission, 
and Historic England.

Measures to deliver nature recovery may be able to access an increasing range of green 
finance options, such as nature or carbon credits, biodiversity net gain, and nutrient neutrality. 
This could pay for measures such as re-wetting peatland, hedgerow planting, and reducing the 
use of fertiliser. The district level licensing scheme can also fund the restoration of historic ghost 
ponds to offset the impacts of new development on great crested newts.

The National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF) are the largest funder of heritage in the UK, 
investing in natural and cultural heritage and seeking to widen the range of people engaging 
with it. The NLHF have previously funded fieldwork on a number of Registered Battlefields, 
including a major archaeological survey which helped identify the location of the Battle of 
Bosworth. Their funding can also be used to invest in creating innovative and engaging 
interpretation of battlefield sites, including at Delapré Abbey about the Battle of Northampton. 
The Revitalising Redesdale Landscape Partnership project funded by the NLHF also enabled 
new fieldwork, research, interpretation and more accessible facilities for visitors to the site of the 
Battle of Otterburn. 

Arts Council England also administer National Lottery Funding and can provide grants to fund 
new public art, performances, festivals, films and other creative responses to battlefield sites, 
as well as to support Accredited Museums. An example being Panegyric, an audio-visual 
performance inspired by the Battle of Naseby within the nearby All Saints Church.

Local authorities administer several grants which could help manage Registered Battlefields. 
This includes the UK Shared Prosperity Fund and Rural England Prosperity Fund. Each area 
sets its own local objectives for these, but communities and place are a crucial aspect of the 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/funding-for-farmers
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/biodiversity-net-gain
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/natural-englands-nutrient-mitigation-scheme-for-developers
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/true-location-bosworth-battlefield-pinpointed
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/true-location-bosworth-battlefield-pinpointed
https://delapreabbey.org/900-years-of-history/
https://www.revitalisingredesdale.org.uk/about/
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/
https://www.artsandheritage.org.uk/projects/the-naseby-battlefield-project/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-shared-prosperity-fund-prospectus/uk-shared-prosperity-fund-prospectus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rural-england-prosperity-fund-prospectus


Managing Registered Battlefields33 Managing Registered Battlefields 34

national investment priorities aimed at strengthening the social fabric of communities and 
supporting pride in place. This could include revenue funding for heritage, arts and nature 
activities such as trails and events, as well as capital funding to repair heritage assets or 
improve physical access infrastructure. The rural element of this funding provides capital 
investment in farms and rural small businesses and community projects, which could include 
diversification to convert traditional farm buildings to holiday accommodation, purchase food 
processing equipment, or improve facilities for tourists, which could all benefit battlefield sites.

‘The Arrival’ is a monumental piece of public art unveiled in 2014 close to the site of the Battle of Tewkesbury. It features a 
pair of equestrian sculptures known as ‘Victor’ (above) and ‘Vanquished’ carved from green English oak by Philip Bews and 
Diane Gorvin. They were commissioned by the Teweksbury Battlefield Society with funding raised from public donations 
and local grants and in kind support from local businesses. 

Registered Battlefields located in National Parks and National Landscapes may also be able 
to access funding distributed by these authorities, such as through the Farming in Protected 
Landscapes Scheme. 

Historic England may also be able to provide Repair Grants to Registered Battlefields on the 
Heritage At Risk Register where they meet the necessary criteria. 

There are also many smaller and local charities and grant schemes which can fund heritage, 
nature and education projects, and these should not be overlooked. An example is the Hadley 
Trust which funded archaeological fieldwork to investigate the site of the Battle of Barnet. 
The Chalk Cliff Trust funded the South Downs National Park and Lewes Town Council to 
create six films about the Battle of Lewes, which can be accessed via smartphone at points 
in the landscape along a walking trail. Public donations and crowd funding can also help fund 
projects and generate engagement with local communities. Donations by local people funded 
archaeological investigation on the site of the Battle of Stow on the Wold. Donations and local 
fundraising efforts also enabled the Tewkesbury Battlefield Society to fund the monumental 
sculpture Victor and Vanquished on the approach to the site of the battle, whilst the new 
Bosworth 1485 Sculpture Trail has also made use of crowd funding.

Useful contacts
■	 Historic England contact details for national and regional offices.

■	 Natural England contact details for general enquiries or Area Teams.

■ 	 Forestry Commission contact details for general enquiries, or their Historic Environment
Advisers.

■ 	 Battlefields Trust contact details for general enquiries or regional contacts.

■ 	 Historic Environment Records local contacts can be found on Heritage Gateway.

■ 	 Association of Local Authority Archaeological Officers have a list of local officers

■ 	 Association of Local Environmental Records Centres have a list of local centres.

■ 	 Portable Antiquities Scheme contacts for local Finds Liaison Officers.
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