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Foreword

England is blessed with beautiful landscapes, which are renowned the world over. The
landscapes are the way in which our rocks and soils, and the forces that made them,
combine in hills, valleys, plains and coastlines. It is our countryside, towns and villages,
adapted to present needs but often showing a time-depth that reveals much about our
nature and heritage. It is the places where we all live and work, the places we identify with
as O6homed.

Some of these landscapes are so important that they warrant protection and have been
designated as National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (known as National
Landscapes?). The rare and unique places with crystal clear chalk streams, rolling hills
covered in wildflower and hedgerows, or the moorlands, wetlands and woodlands which
provide habitats to diverse wildlife.

Natural England is the Governmentodos statutory
holds wide-ranging responsibilities for landscape protection, planning, and designation.
This includes:

1 A statutory duty to assess and designate areas as National Parks.
1 A statutory power to designate and vary Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONBS).

In the Written Ministerial Statement (WMS) dated 24 June 2021, the Secretary of State
reaffirmed the Governmentdéds commitment to ext
|l andscapes in England, aligning with thes reco
Review (published September 2019). This |l ed t
landscape designations.

This report sets out the findings of the detailed evaluation of factors relating to the Natural
Beauty of the area known as the Cheshire Sandstone Ridge, and the associated
identification and recommendations for a provisional Candidate Area to be taken forward
for potential Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) designation.

Informed through a detailed desk and field survey, the evaluation implemented the Natural
England Guidance for Assessing Landscapes for Designation as a National Park or AONB

L' While these areas are still legally designated as AONBSs, they have been rebranded them
under the term "National Landscapes" as part of a wider strategic repositioning of the
designation to reflect their environmental, cultural, and recreational value.
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(updated June 2021). This report sets out the findings of the detailed evaluation and the
associated identification and recommendations for a provisional Candidate Area, which
may be taken forward for potential AONB designation.

Unfortunately, in May 2025, Defra confirmed it was not affordable to further fund Natural
Englandbs Landscape Des i glhaeforeoNaturd Englgnd madertiee
difficult decision to stop work on the Cheshire National Landscape project.

As a result of the project stopping part way through, only the Natural Beauty Assessment
will be published. Natural England determined that this evidence would be the most useful
for Local Authorities and Natural England partners, compared to the Desirability and
Boundary Setting Reports which are more relevant for Natural England internal procedures
following their project process and guidance.

The information within this report is written in present tense and published as received
June 2025, ittherefored oes not r ef | e c tceddeflindirgfosthedverk. i si on t

Although the project has been discontinued, Natural England is committed to sharing
relevant components of the collated evidence base. It is anticipated that this material will
be of value to Local Authorities, as well as other partners and stakeholders, in supporting
their own projects and plans.

To that end, Natural England is publishing the draft Natural Beauty Assessment, which

outlines the levels of natural beauty identified within the search area. This assessment has
resulted in the identification of a proposed
demonstrates high levels of outstanding natural beauty. It is important to note that the

boundary of this area is indicative and transitional, rather than a definitive line on the map.
Consequently, a GIS file will not be provided alongside this assessment.

The Natural Beauty Assessment presents a comprehensive evaluation, incorporating both
desk-based research and fieldwork, offering valuable insights into the quality and condition
of the landscape. It is intended to serve as a robust evidence base to inform and support
other initiatives.

Additional technical assessments were developed to underpin the Proposed Cheshire
AONB Designation project, including a draft Desirability Assessment and a draft detailed
Boundary Assessment. The Desirability Assessment examined the potential impacts of
designation and considered whether such a designation would be beneficial for the
conservation and enhancement of the landscape. However, as the designation process is
no longer proceeding, this discussion is no longer applicable or informative to other
projects and will not be published. Similarly, the Boundary Assessment, which delineates a
precise boundary line, is not considered to offer evidence or insights useful to other
projects, and will not be published.

This report is published to support Natural England partners and their collective evidence
base for the wider Cheshire landscape going forwards.
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Natural England commission a range of reports from external contractors to provide
evidence and advice to assist us in delivering our duties. This report was prepared by
Gillespies. The views in this report are those of the authors but the findings of the report
have not been tested at statutory and public consultation; as would have been the case
should the project have progressed. For this reason this report is a final draft report.
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Executive Summary

This report presents the findings of a detailed evaluation of the Natural Beauty of the
Cheshire Sandstone Ridge, undertaken to inform the identification of a provisional
Candidate Area for potential designation as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB).

The evaluation foll ows Natur al Engl andds gui d
field survey work. It concludes that the southern part of the Sandstone Ridge , including

areas such as Beeston Crag, Peckforton, Maiden Castle, and surrounding lower-lying

landscapes; exhibits outstanding levels of Natural Beauty. Key contributing factors include

distinctive geomorphology, scenic quality, cultural landmarks, historic field patterns,

tranquillity, and extensive views.

In contrast, the northern part of the Sandstone Ridge is excluded from the proposed
Candidate Area. It is acknowledged that this area is clearly part of the Sandstone Ridge
landscape, with strong geological and cultural heritage features, and a strong sense of
place with many distinctive landscape qualities. However, following careful technical
assessment based on set criteria, this area is not considered to have the required levels of
outstanding natural beauty for designation due to fragmented landscape quality, intrusive
development and incongruous features.

The report recommends that the Southern Evaluation Areas be taken forward for further
assessment, including Desirability of Designation and Detailed Boundary Identification,
subject to Natur al Engl anddés approval and st a

The results of the Natural Beauty Assessment identify areas of land which are judged to
have sufficient natural beauty to warrant further consideration for designation as an AONB.
The individual areas (or parts of areas) that were deemed to meet the natural beauty
criteria and will be taken forward, are listed below.

Beeston Crag,

Peckforton and

Higher Burwardsley, and the

Maiden Castle, Larkton Hill and

Hether Wood Landscape Character Areas (LCAS)
Beeston to Duckington LCAs

= =4 =4 4 -4 -

Taken together, these areas collectively make up a Candidate Area. This Candidate Area,
with its transitional edges, broadly reflects land likely to be suitable for designation as an
AONB. Following on from the natural beauty assessment, additional analysis will need to
be undertaken including the desirability assessment and drawing of a suitable boundary
within or just outside these broad areas.
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The Candidate Area is shown as a hatched area without a defined boundary. This is
because it should not be taken to denote a boundary at this stage. Following this, the area
will be subject to a desirability assessment and boundary setting considerations, both of
which may influence the final extent of any proposed boundary variation.

We have concluded from the detailed evaluation process set out in this report that there is
significant evidence of outstanding natural beauty in the areas included within the
Candidate Area. As required by the legislation, they form 'an area of land' of outstanding
natural beauty, which may be considered further in relation to the desirability of AONB
designation and within which a detailed boundary may be drawn.
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Figure 1 Provisional Candidate Area 1 contains OS data ©Crown copyright and
database rights 2024
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Introduction

Background

The Natural England Board has approved a project to determine whether a new Cheshire
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) should be designated and if so, in which
specific areas. The Board has also approved an improved designation process.
Collaboration underpins the improvements: including partners in project governance,
facilitated engagement for stakeholders, clear messaging to communities to support
greater understanding and transparency. This is all within the framework of the existing
legislation.

A new Cheshire Stakeholder Management Group has been established for this project
comprising of representatives of the local authorities involved in the project, trustees of the
Sandstone Ridge Trust (SRT) and Natural England. The Management Group is acting as a
Management Advisory Group (MAG) for the project, providing oversight of the project and
involving key stakeholders. The MAG also provides technical information and contributes
to project development.

The process of determining whether a new AONB should be designated is being
undertaken through a series of 13 specified t
statutory powers as set out in Sections 82 and 83(7) of the Countryside and Rights of Way
Act2000, t hrough the practical application of th
guidance for assessing landscapes for designation?

This Evaluation of Natural Beauty Report is the output of Task 7: Produce a detailed
Natural Beauty Evaluation Report containing maps, and a list of, and links to, the evidence
used.

The Cheshire Designation Project - Method Statement®, explains that the purpose of Task
5 is to undertake and record the detailed evaluation of Natural Beauty using the method
and factors outlined i n Natur al Engl andds Gui

2 Natural England (updated June 2021). Guidance for Assessing Landscapes for Designation as a National Park or
AONB

3 Gillespies (July 2023). Cheshire Sandstone Ridge Designation Project - Method Statement Cheshire Sandstone Ridge
Designation Project - Method Statement
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As detailed in the Refinement of Area of Search report?, this seeks to validate and expand
on the results of the initial evaluation by identifying any landscape features (e.g. visible
archaeological features, distinctive land use patterns and land cover etc.) which notably
contribute to, or detract from, the experience of Natural Beauty.

This project task also evaluates perceptual factors such as scenic quality, relative
tranquillity and relative wildness, as well as landscape condition, degree of impact of
incongruous features and fragmentation.

The detailed field work that underpins this report identifies and considers any issues which
will require further, more detailed scrutiny when defining a detailed boundary (Task 10),
including transitions in landscape and scenic quality, degree of fragmentation, and the
degree of impact of any detracting features or settlements on perceptions of Natural
Beauty.

l't should also be noted that since November 2
Landscapesod6. Legally these areas remain AONB
continues to refer to AONB, but they are now known as National Landscapes in common

usage.

Purpose of report

Informed through a detailed field survey, this report sets out the findings of the detailed
evaluation and the associated identification and recommendations for a provisional
Candidate Area (Task 6) to be taken forward for potential AONB designation. The purpose
of this Evaluation of Natural Beauty Report therefore is to seek the approval from Natural
England, informed by consultation with key stakeholders, on a provisional Candidate Area
and the subsequent progression onto the Assessment of the Desirability of Designation
(Task 8).

Structure of report

This report is structured as follows:

Chapter 3 - Approach to evaluating Natural Beauty;
Chapter 4 - Study Area and Evaluation Areas;
Chapter 5 - Methodology;

Chapter 6 - Evaluation of Natural Beauty; and

= =4 -4

4 Gillespies (October 2023). Cheshire Sandstone Ridge Designation Project - Refinement of Area of Search Report
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1 Chapter 7 - Conclusion.

Report figures

This report is supported by the following figures:

Figure 1 - Study Area;

Figure 2 - Evaluation Areas;

Figures 3-28 - Evaluation Areas 1-26 (attached as separate A3 figures); and
Figure 29 - Provisional Candidate Area.

= =4 4 A
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Approach to evaluating Natural Beauty

As important context to the findings and associated recommendations of this report, this
chapter sets out an overview of the key point
document Guidance for Assessing Landscapes for Designation as a National Park or

AONBS,

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty

1 BSection 82(1) of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW) defines an
AONB in England as an area that is not in a National Park, but which appears to
Natural England to be of such outstanding Natural Beauty that it is desirable that
the protective provisions of Part IV of CRoW should apply to it for the purpose of
conserving and enhancing the areads Natur a
Natural England may, by order, designate the area as an AONB.

1 Reference to the conservation of Natural Beauty includes conservation of its flora,
fauna and geological and physiographical features (S.92(2) of the CROW Act; this
provision applies to the AONB purpose and not to the assessment of Natural
Beauty. However,i t i s Nat $vievlthatEaong and fhocdh §i.e. wildlife),
geological and physiographical features, and cultural heritage, can contribute to the
perception of Natural Beauty of all landscapes and that any assessment of Natural
Beauty must take these factors into consideration.

1 Land is not prevented from being treated as of Natural Beauty by the fact that it is
used for agriculture, or woodlands, or as a park, or that its physiographical features
are partly the product of human intervention in the landscape.

1 Inthe simplest possible terms, the consideration of designating land under the
legislation raises the following questions:

- Does this landscape have sufficient Natural Beauty?

- Isit (especially) desirable to designate this landscape as National Park or
AONB?

- Where should the detailed boundary be drawn?0

5 Natural England (updated June 2021). Guidance for Assessing Landscapes for Designation as a National Park or
AONB
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Characterisation and spatial framework

1 Arhe main technique used to answer the above questions is landscape character
assessment. Landscape character assessments exist for all areas of England, and
these describe the character of the landscape (some in more detail than others) by
subdividing it into landscape character types and areas®. Some assessments go on
to provide an evaluation of landscape condition, special qualities and guidance
which can provide particularly wuseful i nfo
Beauty evaluation process.

1 In order to aid the practical evaluation of a broad area of land potentially suitable for
designation and to make evaluation a more manageable process, the broad study
area is divided into units of an appropriate scale. This provides a spatial framework
oflandscapeuni t s which are termed Evaluation Ar
guidance.

1 For a potential designation area, it is necessary to stand back and ask in relation to
the area as a whole whether it meets the tests set out in statute for designation,
both the technical criteria and the desirability of designation consideration.

1 Evaluation Areas should normally be defined, at least initially, using recognised
landscape character assessment techniques described in national guidance - this
may include the amalgamation of a number of character areas or types as defined
in existing landscape character assessments to reflect broader areas and to keep
the evaluation process manageable. Each Evaluation Area is characterised,
resulting in character descriptions which provide a relatively objective and value-
free evidence base for the next stage (evaluation).

1 The use of Evaluation Areas is intended merely to make the practical work of
detailed evaluation of landscapes more manageable. It is not intended to lead to the
designation or exclusion from designation of any land merely because of the way in
which Evaluation Areas have been defined.o

6 Landscape character types (LCTs) are generic, typically homogenous types of landscape that may occur in different
parts of the country. They have similar geology, topography, drainage patterns, vegetation, land use, patterns of
settlement and aesthetic character. Landscape character areas are discrete geographical areas of a particular landscape
type with a broadly consistent character.
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Evaluation of Natural Beauty

i1 Arhe systematic evaluation of Natural Beauty can be a complex exercise requiring
careful assessment and judgment. Natural England has developed a list of factors
that have been accepted as contributing to Natural Beauty. It provides a practical
framework for an evidence-base which assists in making judgments about Natural
Beauty in a rigorous and transparent way.

1 The following general guidance is given as to how the technical criteria should
normally be applied:

- Land to be included in a proposed designation does not need to be of the same or
similar character;

- Field-by-field evaluation is not appropriate;

- There is no requirement that every parcel of land must meet either or both of the
criteria (i.e. there may be, and is very likely to be, small areas of land which meet
neither);

- The decision to include land that does not itself meet the technical criteria depends
on the location, scale and effect of that land. Particular care is required however at
the margins of a designation;

- Within the main body of an AONB, there is likely to be greater scope for the
inclusion of more sizeable areas of land which do not themselves meet the
technical criteria;

- If an area is fragmented by land which does not meet the technical criteria to such
an extent that it affects the ability of the area as a whole to meet the technical
criteria, then the entire Evaluation Area is unlikely to qualify;

- Section 99 of the NERC Act clarifies that landscapes that are partly the product of
human intervention can still have Natural Beauty and may be included in
designations. This principle is very significant in the context of English landscapes;

- A designation can oO6wash overo6 (i.e. includ
does not itself meet the designation criteria, even close to the boundary of a
designated area, provided its sits within a sweep of qualifying land; and

- It is not necessary to identify a precise
which the technical criteria are considered likely to have been met at the evaluation
stage. However, gradual or sudden changes in quality or character near the margin
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of an Evaluation Area should be recorded, as they may be important for subsequent
detailed boundary setting.

9 Each Evaluation Area is evaluated against the technical criteria. An area that
appears likely to be able to meet the technical criteria (either by itself or with other
areas as part of a larger designated area) is included in a Candidate Area for
designation.

1 Ata subsequent stage (to be addressed under Task 8: Assessment of the
Desirability of Designation), it is necessary to consider whether a number of
Candidate Areas together, or Candidate Areas and an existing designation in the
case of a boundary review, form an extensive tract that satisfies AONB designation
criterion. This is important because the statutory criteria for designating land as an
AONB apply to the extensive tract or the area in question respectively.

1 An Evaluation Area may contain land that meets the criteria to varying degrees.
Such variations should be identified. A decision can then be made on whether to
exclude the non-qualifying parts of the Evaluation Area from the potential AONB
designation, or whether in the context of the area as a whole they can be included.
Alternatively, the extent of an Evaluation Area may be adjusted, so that a revised
area of land is then re-considered against the technical criteria.

1 In cases where the judgment is not clear cut one way or the other, the area may be
identified for further and more detailed scrutiny during boundary setting.

1 The criteria listed in this guidance are the main relevant factors to be considered.
The lists are not intended to be exhaustive and other factors may be relevant in
some circumstances. Not all factors will be relevant in every case.

T There is no 6scoringé involving accumul ati
landscape to exhibit Natural Beauty even if a number of the indicators suggested in
Appendix 1 of the guidance document are not present.

1 There is no need for a AONB to display a distinctive or coherent identity. A
designation can contain different landscapes so long as the designation as a whole
satisfies the Natural Beauty criterion.

1 The weight and relative importance given to different factors or indicators may vary
depending on the geographic context. For example, in the South Downs, less
weight was given to relative wildness and more to relative tranquillity and natural
andculturalher i t age features, reflecting the are
proximity to major centres of population. Comparisons are not to be made to other
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designated areas or adjacent areas but aga
area under consideration.

1 Natural Beauty is assessed in terms of the current landscape, not some future
potential for improvement. A rare exception may however apply where an existing
initiative will deliver positive change of a standard which will meet the Natural
Beauty criterion within the short term and for which there is a high degree of
certainty that it will be achieved.

1 The effect of settlements and other major developments are assessed on their
individual merits by considering their particular character and qualities and their
relationship to the adjoining landscape. While this could be said to be true
regardless of settlement size, in some cases a settlement may detract from the
landscape to such an extent that it should be considered an incongruous feature. It
is recognised that many settlements have cultural/geological heritage qualities that
can make a positive contribution to Natural Beauty for example the influence of
geology on the local vernacular.

1 The effects of incongruous features are assessed for the extent to which they
detract from the Natural Beauty of an area under consideration.

1 Itis important that the Evaluation Report clearly records the weight of evidence in
relation to each of the factors, and then across the area as a whole in the evaluation
tables. The write up should include detailed recording of the judgements made, as
this will form the basis of evidence used when analysing subsequent
representations made during consultation stages, any public inquiry and also in
responding to objections made direct to Ministers.o
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Study Area and Evaluation Areas

Study Area

The outcome of Task 3 was the agreement of a refined Area of Search (AoS) that in
practice, forms the study area for this detailed evaluation stage. As detailed in the
Refinement of Area of Search report’, the boundary of the AoS considered the findings of
the initial desk and field studies, upon which, a professional judgment was made on
whether an area merited further detailed evaluation. In establishing the AoS boundary, a
precautionary approach was adopted to ensure that all landscapes with some realistic
potential for AONB designation were subsequently considered as part of the detailed
evaluation (Task 5).

To emphasis the indicative nature of the refined AoS boundary, Figure 1 (see page 8)

illustrates the 6fuzzyé approach to the bound

detailed evaluation, involved consideration of the adjacent local landscape. As noted in the
previous chapter, at the evaluationstage,i t i s not necessary to
boundary for a proposed Candidate Area within which the technical criteria are considered
likely to have been met.

Evaluation Areas

To help inform the evaluation of Natural Beauty at the local scale, the approach to
identifying Evaluation Areas (EAs) adopts a spatial framework of local landscape character
areas (LCAs), as mapped and described in the Cheshire West and Chester (CWaC), and
the Cheshire East (CE) published landscape character assessments®. Both of these
assessments provide a detailed and robust evidence base in which to inform the
evaluation and as explained in Chapter 5, they consider very similar factors of character
and value to each other.

Although most of the LCAs (as mapped in the above landscape character assessments)
are considered to form appropriate EAs, the following refinements were made:

7 Land Use Consultants (2018). Cheshire East Landscape Character Assessment

8 Land Use Consultants (2018). Cheshire East Landscape Character Assessment
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91 Due to notable variations in land use and associated character and quality at a
more local level, the Delamere Mere and Mosses LCA was subdivided into three
EAs (West, Central and East1 EAs 21-23);

1 As the adjoining Peckforton LCA (as identified in the CE landscape character
assessment) and the Higher Burwardsley LCA (as identified in the CWaC
landscape character assessment) effectively form the same area of Sandstone
Ridge LCT, these LCAs were amalgamated into one unit (EA5);

1 As the adjoining Maiden Castle LCA (as identified in the CE landscape character
assessment) and the Larkton Hill and Hether Wood LCA (as identified in the CWaC
landscape character assessment) effectively form the same area of Sandstone
Ridge LCT, these LCAs were amalgamated into one unit (EA6);

1 As the parts of Dunham to Tarvin Plain and the Hargrave, Hoofield and Beeston
Plain LCAs within the study area to the north of the River Gowy share relatively
similar characteristics, and collectively, they provide a lower-lying setting to
adjacent Helsby to Tarporley Sandstone Fringe LCA (EA7) that extends along the
eastern boundary of both of these LCAs were amalgamated into one unit (EA10);

1 As the Beeston Plain (CWacC) located to the south of the Gowy (originally part of the
Hargrave, Hoofield and Beeston LCA) share with very similar characteristics with
the Ravensmoor LCA (CE) these areas were amalgamated into one unit (EA11)
that provides a lower-lying setting to the north, east and west of the Beeston Crag
LCA (EA4);

1 As the adjoining Tiverton and Tilston (CWaC) and Oulton (CE) LCAs share similar
characteristics within the study area, these were amalgamated into one unit (EA 19)
that provides a setting to the eastern end of the River Gowy; and as the adjoining
Cholmondeley LCA (as identified in the CE landscape character assessment) and
the Bickley LCA (as identified in the CWaC landscape character assessment)
effectively form the same area of Woodlands, Heaths, Meres and Mosses LCT,
these LCAs were amalgamated into one unit (EA24).

1 As the adjoining Cholmondeley LCA (as identified in the CE landscape character
assessment) and the Bickley LCA (as identified in the CWaC landscape character
assessment) effectively form the same area of Woodlands, Heaths, Meres and
Mosses LCT, these LCAs were amalgamated into one unit (EA24).

As listed in Table 1, Figure 2 (see page 24).
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Table 1 Evaluation areas

Table 1 illustrates the Evaluation Area references and associated Landscape Character
Type/ Landscape Character Area.

Evaluation Area
reference

Landscape Character Type/Landscape Character Area

Sandstone Ridge
LCT

EAl Frodsham LCA

EA2 Helsby Hill LCA

EA3 Eddisbury LCA

EA4 Beeston Crag LCA

EA5 Peckforton and Higher Burwardsley LCAs

EAG6 Maiden Castle, Larkton Hill and Hether Wood LCAs

Sandstone Fringe
LCT

EA7 Helsby to Tarporley
EA8 Beeston to Duckington LCA - West
EA9 Beeston-Duckington LCA - East

Cheshire Plain LCT

EA10 Dunham to Tarvin Plain and Hargrave and Hoofield LCAs
EAl1l Beeston Plain and Ravensmoor LCAs
EA12 Tattenhall to Shocklach Plain LCA
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Heathy Farmland
and Woodland LCT

EA13

Aston LCA

Undulating and
Enclosed Farmland
LCT

EA14

Evaluation Area
reference

Frodsham to Northwich LCA

Landscape Character Type/Landscape Character Area

EA15 Helsby to Frodsham LCA
EA16 Norley LCA

EAL17 Eaton, Marton and Over
EA18 Malpas LCA

Rolling Farmland
LCT

EA19

Tiverton, Tilston and Oulton LCAs

Undulating
Farmland LCT

EA20

Faddiley LCA

Woodlands, Heaths,
Meres and Mosses
LCT

EA21

Delamere LCA - West

EA22

Delamere LCA - Central
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EA23 Delamere LCA - East

EA24 Cholmondeley and Bickley LCAs

River Valleys LCT

EA25 Lower Weaver Valley LCA

EA26 Gowy Valley LCA
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Figure 2 Study Area 1 OS data ©Crown copyright
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Figure 3 Evaluation Area 1 OS data ©Crown copyright and database rights 2024
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Methodology

Natural Beauty Evaluation Criteria

The methodology for determining whether any parts of the study area merit inclusion within
a provisional Candidate Area is underpinned by Natural E n g | aimtetn@lguidance
document Guidance for Assessing Landscapes for Designation as a National Park or
AONB in England® (herein calledthe 6 g u i d and m evdlyating Natural Beauty, the
guidance identifies the following six criteria:

Landscape quality;

Scenic quality;

Relative wildness;

Relative tranquillity;

Natural heritage features; and
Cultural heritage.

= =4 =4 48 -4 -

As noted in Chapter 3, the guidance also recognises that the above criteria are not intended
to be exhaustive and, in some circumstances, other factors may be relevant. In relation to
the study area therefore, it was agreed with Natural England that due to the focus of the
project being on the Sandstone Ridge, any important landscape and visual connections
and associations with the Sandstone Ridge and Sandstone Fringe LCTs are important
factors to consider. This includes natural, cultural and visual associations/connections such
as:

Visible presence of sandstone geological features in the landscape;

Presence of vegetation associated with underlying sandstone geology e.g. bracken;
The use of local sandstone in the built environment;

The extent to which the landform and its ridgeline are visible from lower-lying areas;
and

1 The extent to which the ridge provides an important backdrop and landscape
setting to surrounding lower-lying landscapes.

= =4 =4 4

Where these factors combine to enhance the appreciation of the ridge from the
surrounding lower-lying landscape, they can make a valuable contribution to the scenic

9 Natural England (updated 2021). Guidance for Assessing Landscapes for Designation as a National Park
or AONB in England

Page 33 of 280 NECR692 Cheshire AONB Designation Project Natural Beauty
Assessment



quality of an EA and the associated perceptions of Natural Beauty. As such, these factors
are considered under the scenic quality criteria.

Largely derived from the guidance, Table 2 sets out a framework for the evaluation of these
six criteria and the associated factors to be considered, along with some example
indicators.

Table 2: Evaluating Natural Beauty

Table 2 illustrates the 6 criteria and their associated factors and example indicators for
evaluating natural beauty.

Factors considered Example indicators

1 Characteristic natural and

Landscape 1 The current physical state or man-made elements are well
quality condition of the landscape and represented throughout.
its features. 1 Landscape elements are in
1 Intactness of the landscape in good condition.
visual, functional and ecological | ¢ |ncongruous elements are
perspectives. not present to a significant
1 The influence of incongruous degree, are not visually
features, elements or land use intrusive, have only localised
on the perceived Natural influence or are temporary in
Beauty of the area. nature.
i Variation in quality. 1 Is this a good quality typical
1 Rarity and typicality. example of a landscape type?

1 Landscape character lends a

Scenic 1 The extent to which the clear and recognisable sense
quality landscape appeals to the senses of place.
(primarily, but not only, visual). 1 Landform shows a strong
1 The degree of diversity of sense of scale or contrast.
landform, vegetation cover and 1 There are striking landform
settlement. _ types or coastal configurations.
T Does the landscape, or partofit, | g | and cover and vegetation
form an iconic or landmark types form an appealing
feature? N pattern or composition in
1 Does the juxtaposition and relation to each other and/or to
contrast of this landscape with landform which may be
adjacent landscapes contribute appreciated from either a
to wider scenic composition? vantage point or as one
1 Consideration of the setting the travels through a landscape.
landscape may provide to key 1 Strong aesthetic qualities,

reflecting factors such as scale
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Factors considered Example indicators

archaeological/historic features
or settlements within the LCA.
The integrity of the landscape in
terms of its composition, for
example, is it fragmented by
built infrastructure in places?
Consideration of experiential
qualities such asthe 6 s e fs e
p | a &nd aesthetic qualities
(such as colour, texture,
contrast, change).

The quality of views, including
consideration of whether there
are focal points, revelatory or
panoramic views to and from the
landscape or whether views are
more contained and intimate.
Extent and contribution of
natural, cultural and visual
associations/connections with
the Sandstone Ridge.

and form, degree of openness
or enclosure, colours and
textures, simplicity or diversity,
and ephemeral or seasonal
interest.

Memorable or unusual views
and eye-catching features or
landmarks.

Characteristic cognitive and
sensory stimuli (e.g. sounds,
quality of light, characteristic
smells, characteristics of the
weather).

Visible presence of sandstone
geological features in the
landscape.

Presence of vegetation
associated with underlying
sandstone geology e.g.
bracken.

The use of local sandstone in
the built environment.

The Sandstone Ridge is highly
visible from lower-lying areas.
The appreciation of the ridge
and its influence on the local
landscape make a valuable
contribution to the perceptions
of Natural Beauty.

Relative
wildness

The degree to which relatively
wild character can be perceived
in the landscape and makes a
particular contribution to sense
of place.

A relative lack of human
influence.

A sense of openness and
exposure.

A sense of enclosure and
isolation.

Relatively few roads or other
transport routes.

Distant from or perceived as
distant from significant
habitation.

Extensive areas of semi-
natural vegetation.
Uninterrupted tracts of land
with few built features and few
overt industrial or urban
influences.

Page 35 of 280 NECR692 Cheshire AONB Designation Project Natural Beauty

Assessment




Factors considered Example indicators

1 A sense of the passing of time

and a return to nature.

1 Open, exposed to the
elements and expansive in
character.

1 Sense of enclosure provided
by (e.g.) woodland or landform
that offers a feeling of
isolation.

1 Absence or apparent absence
of active human intervention.

1 Presence and/or perceptions

heritage includes habitats, flora,
fauna, geological and
physiographical features.

The coverage of international
and national designations.
Judgements on perceptual
gualities such the relative
modification of the landscape
and the degree of seclusion or
remoteness experienced.

sense of place or other
aspects of Natural Beauty.

1 Presence of visually striking or
memorable geo-
morphological features that
make a particular contribution
to Natural Beauty.

1 Presence of wildlife and/or

habitats that make a particular
contribution to Natural Beauty.

1 Presence of individual species

that contribute to sense of
place, relative wildness or
tranquillity.

Relative 1 The degree to which relative of natural landscape, birdsong,
tranqui llity tranquillity can be perceived in peace and quiet, natural-
the landscape. looking woodland, stars at
Contributors to tranquillity. night, stream, sea, natural
Detractors from tranquillity. sounds and similar influences.
1 Presence and/or perceptions
of traffic noise, large numbers
of people, industrial or urban
development, overhead light
pollution, low flying aircratft,
power lines and similar
influences.
Natural The influence of natural heritage | 1 Visible expression of geology
heritage on the perception of the Natural in vernacular architecture
features Beauty of the area. Natural contributing to a distinctive
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Factors considered Example indicators

Cultural
heritage

1 The influence of cultural

heritage on the perception of
Natural Beauty of the area and
the degree to which
associations with particular
traditions, people, artists, writers
or events in history contribute to
such perception.

The presence of international
and national designations.
Contribution of the built
environment, archaeology and
designed landscapes.

Historic influence on the
landscape and associated time-
depth appearance.
Characteristic land management
practices.

Associations with written
descriptions.

Associations with artistic
representations.

Associations of the landscape
with people, places or events.

1 Presence of settlements,

buildings or other structures
that make a particular
contribution to perceptions of
Natural Beauty.

Presence of visible
archaeological remains,
parkland or designed
landscapes that provide
striking features in the
landscape contributing to
perceptions of Natural Beauty.
Visible presence of historic
landscape types or specific
landscape elements or
features that provide evidence
of time depth or historic
influence on the landscape.
Perceptions of a harmonious
balance between natural and
cultural elements in the
landscape that stretch back
over time.

Existence of characteristic
land management practices,
industries or crafts which
contribute to Natural Beauty.
Availability of descriptions of
the landscape in notable
literature, topographical
writings or guidebooks, or
significant literature inspired by
the Natural Beauty of a
landscape.

Depiction of the landscape in
art, other art forms such as
photography or film, through
language or folklore, or in
inspiring related music
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Factors considered Example indicators

contributing to perceptions of
Natural Beauty.

1 Evidence that the landscape
has associations with notable
people or events, cultural
traditions or beliefs which
contribute to perceptions of
Natural Beauty.

Desk study

As part of the desk study phase, a wide range of background reading and research was
undertaken to help inform the evaluation phase. As an overview, the main sources of
information considered are as follows:

Landscape character assessment

As noted in the guidance, landscape character assessments are very important sources of
information to help inform the evaluation of Natural Beauty at the local scale. As such, the
desk study phase involved a review of A Landscape Strategy for Cheshire West and
Chester Borough0 and the Cheshire East Landscape Character Assessment!! that were
initially appraised as part of the Refinement of Area of Search report!?. As already noted,
both of these landscape character assessments provide a detailed and robust evidence
base to inform the evaluation and as set out below, they consider very similar factors of
character and value to each other.

A Landscape Strategy for Cheshire West and Chester Borough

For each EA, information relevant to each of the Natural Beauty criteria (see Table 2) has
been evidenced through the following topics where relevant, as detailed in Landscape
Strategy for Cheshire West and Chester Borough:

Key landscape characteristics;

Key landscape sensitivities, qualities and value;
natural/physical

cultural/heritage/historic

built development and settlement pattern
perceptuall/visual; and

Landscape condition.

= =42 4 4 4 4
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Cheshire East Landscape Character Assessment

For EAs within Cheshire East, the evaluation considers evidence as detailed under the
following report topics:

Key characteristics;

Valued landscape features;
natural/physical
cultural/heritage/historic
perceptual/visual; and
Landscape condition.

= =4 =4 A A

The Cheshire Historic Landscape Characterisation Project

This Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) project!® has systematically recorded from
a range of maps and aerial photographs, landscape features which relate to a long
succession of land uses. The information was recorded as a series of overlays on a
modern map base. This computerised mapping allows areas to be analysed and described
according to their historic character and permits a variety of maps showing the different
landscape types to be produced at various scales.

Local landscape designations

In addition to landscape character assessment, local landscape designation studies can
provide evidence to help inform the evaluation of factors relating to Natural Beauty. Both
the Cheshire West and Chester and Cheshire East adopted local landscape designation
(LLD) studies 142 15 grovide a detailed evaluation of landscape value, underpinned by a
robust assessment of criteria that is very similar to the Natural England factors set out in
Table 2. Consequently, these studies were very useful in the evaluation of Natural Beauty.

Areas of Special County Value in Cheshire West and Chester

In Cheshire West and Chester, Areas of Special County Value (ASCVs) are defined
against consideration of the following criteria:

Distinctiveness;

Perceptual character,

Landscape and scenic quality;

Natural character;

Cultural character; and

Function.

The evaluation also considered evidence presented under the following topics:
General Description and Extent;

= =4 =4 4 4 4 4 A
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1 Statement of Importance;
1 Special Landscape Qualities; and
T Summary Descriptions.

Cheshire East Local Landscape Designation Review

In Cheshire East, Local Landscape Designations (LLDs) were defined against
consideration of the following criteria:

Local distinctiveness and sense of place;

Natural and cultural qualities;

Scenic and perceptual qualities;

Access and enjoyment; and

Intactness/condition.

The evaluation also considered information on the following topics:
Statement of Significance;

Special Qualities; and

Designation Criteria Evaluations.

= =4 =4 =4 4 4 -4 -5 -4

Nationally important natural and cultural heritage features

In addition to information on landscape character and quality, the evaluation of Natural
Beauty takes account of the extent of nationally important natural and heritage features,
and the degree to which these contribute to the experience of Natural Beauty. As mapped
in Figures 3 -28, the main data sets considered are:

Registered Parks and Gardens;
Scheduled Monuments;

Listed Buildings;

Ancient Woodland (ASNW and PAWS);
Wood Pasture and Parkland,;

Ramsar;

Sites of Special Scientific Interest;
Special Areas of Conservation;

And Special Protection Areas.

=4 =4 =4 4 4 4 -4 -5 -4

Page 40 of 280 NECR692 Cheshire AONB Designation Project Natural Beauty
Assessment



Locally important natural and cultural heritage features

Although the focus of designated natural and cultural heritage is on nationally important
assets, consideration of the following locally important features, as mapped in Figures 3 -
28, also informs the evaluation.

1 Local Wildlife Sites; and
1 Regionally Important Geological Sites (RIGS).

The landscape character assessments that are evidenced in the evaluation also identify
Conservation Areas.

Information from The Sandstone Ridge Trust

Information kindly provided by The Sandstone Ridge Trust (SRT), including a mapped
atlas of locally important features as shown in Figures 3-28, and a report on Non-
Designated Heritage Assets?®, was very useful in providing further evidence in the
evaluation of factors relating to Natural Beauty.

Field survey

The detailed field survey took place over eight days during September and November

2023, and was undertaken by two Chartered Members of the Landscape Institute, with

significant experience in working in designated landscapes, undertaking landscape
designations studies and a wealth of recreat:i
Landscapes.

The field work covered issues considered in the initial evaluation and focused on collecting
the key information on perceptual and scenic qualities and how all the factors of Natural
Beauty work together in combination in any particular place. The field survey also
identified the key landscape features and attributes that contribute to the experience of
Natural Beauty, and conversely, the landscape elements, land uses and land cover that
detract from the perceptions and experience of Natural Beauty. It also considered spatial
variations in Natural Beauty and any issues relating to potential boundary refinement to be
undertaken as part of Task 10.

Draft Provisional Candidate Area

Following the completion and analysis of the field survey, an Interim Detailed Evaluation
Report was produced that set out the initial key findings of the detailed evaluation and the
associated recommendations for a provisional Candidate Area to be taken forward. As
noted in the guidance, a Candidate Area should include the areas which are considered
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likely to have sufficient Natural Beauty to warrant designation as an AONB, and within
which a suitable potential AONB boundary may subsequently be sought.

Stakeholder site visits

To provide the MAG with an understanding of the emerging findings and to seek initial
approval from Natural England on the proposed provisional Candidate Area to be taken
forward, three one day site visits were undertaken across the study area with members of
the MAG. Feedback from these visits was taken account of in the production of this report.
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Evaluation of Natural Beauty

This chapter sets out the findings of the detailed evaluation for each of the 26 Evaluation
Areas (EASs) as listed in Table 1 and mapped in Figure 2. In addition to an analysis of the
six factors relating to Natural Beauty as detailed in Table 2, the landscape context of each
EA is also assessed. As a summary, an evaluation on the overall weight and spatial
distribution of Natural Beauty evidence is then presented, and in conclusion, whether or not
the EA is considered suitable for inclusion within a provisional Candidate Area for
designation.

Table 3 Evaluation Area 1

Table 3 describes the evaluation area 1 including subheading Landscape context as well
as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 3 (appendix)

This EA forms part of the Sandstone Ridge that is located prominently above the
surrounding plain and is visually one of the most distinctive landmarks in the Cheshire
landscape. It comprises a spine running roughly north-south from Helsby through
Tarporley and on to Duckington for some 30 km, emerging and dropping back down into
the plain as a series of scarps and sandstone outcrops. Helsby Hill and Beeston Crag
are prominent isolated outliers. There are overlapping characteristics with the Sandstone
Fringe character type, but the visual and topographic differences set it apart from this
more intermediate landscape.

The Frodsham LCA is a prominent ridge that extends from Frodsham in the north to
Delamere Forest in the south. The boundaries are defined primarily by geology and
topography. The EA forms an important northerly part of the Sandstone Ridge, and the
entire area is locally designated as an Area of Special County Value (ASCV) in
recognition of its landscape and scenic quality and its historic, archaeological and
ecological importance.

Along the western boundary, EA7 (Helsby to Tarporley Sandstone Fringe LCA) forms a
lower-lying setting and to the south, EA21 (Delamere-West Meres and Mosses LCA)
forms a lower-lying setting that separates this EA from the Eddisbury Sandstone Ridge
LCA, located further to the south. To the north of EA21, EAs 14 and 16 (Frodsham to
Northwich and Norley Undulating and Enclosed Farmland LCAS) provide a lower-lying
setting, beyond which, lies the Lower Weaver Valley LCA. To the north-west, EA15
(Helsby to Frodsham Undulating and Enclosed Farmland LCA) provide a lower-lying
separation to EA2 (Helsby Hill Sandstone Ridge LCA).

The key characteristics of the Frodsham LCA are:
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T Outcrops of Triassic sandstone form a prominent ridge reaching over 150m with hills
forming features at Beacon Hill, Harrol Edge and Birch Hill;

1 Steep sandstone cliffs to the north and west of the ridge support dense woodland,
including ancient oak woodland, for example at Alvanley Cliff Wood;

1 Dry gorges, created by glacial meltwater, are features of the northern and western
edges of the ridge;

1 Brown sandy soils support permanent grassland, dwarf shrub heath, bracken and

gorse scrub and woodland on steeper slopes, for example at Frodsham and Overton

Woods;

Groups of Scots pines form distinctive skyline elements;

Quarries are features, particularly along the west-facing cliff;

Less steep slopes support arable farmland;

Regular geometric fields, resulting from late 18th and early 19th century enclosure

by private agreement and Parliamentary Act, dominate the ridge;

1 New Pale is a 17th century deer park with a distinctive boundary which is a feature in
the landscape;

1 Low density of dispersed farms and hamlets i many farm buildings are constructed
from sandstone (quarried from the ridge) with Welsh slate roofs;

1 Sunken lanes provide access over the ridge, responding to landform i there are no
main roads;

1 Late Bronze Age/lron Age promontory hillfort at Woodhouse Hill on the western edge
of the ridge, and a former Roman camp at Birch Hill, occupy prominent positions on
the ridge (both Scheduled Monuments);

1 The War Memorial on Frodsham Hill is a landscape feature, from where there are
panoramic views over the Mersey Estuary;

1 Long distance footpaths run along the length of the ridge from where there are some
spectacular panoramic views from the ridge as far as Wales to the west and the
Peak District to the east; and

T Locally designated as an ASCYV recognising its landscape and scenic quality and
its historic, archaeological and ecological importance.

= =4 =4 A

Criteria Analysis

Landscape quality With regard to landscape condition, the landscape character
assessment notes that this LCA is subject to agricultural and
woodland use and is actively managed for these purposes.
Although the hedgerow network is generally intact, there are
some gaps in the network and some over-mature hedgerow trees.
Some of the sandstone boundary walls are derelict, particularly
alongside roads.

1 Interms of past, current and future change (at 2016) , the
landscape character assessment notes:
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1 Limited hedgerow management causing decline in traditional
field boundaries i some hedgerows are discontinuous;

1 The Woodland Trust manages a number of woodlands
including Frodsham Wood, Woodhouse Hill, Snidley Moor
and Wheeldon Copse, which is a positive change;

1 Restoration of traditional sandstone walls and hedgerows has
also been a positive change;

1 A shift from grassland to crops, fallow and set-aside and a
general reduction in number of farm units, accompanied by
an increase in the proportion of larger holdings;

1 Relaxation of traditional grazing practices and resultant
spread of scrub and trees and reduction and deterioration of
heathland;

1 The Crossley hospital site has been converted into 77
dwelling units;

1 Gardens associated with built development have introduced
some exotic and garden species into the landscape;

T Some footpaths are poorly drained;

1 Pressure for small-scale residential development and
recreational provision including holiday homes/cabins and
caravan parks;

1 Pressure for farm extension and conversion of farm buildings
for other uses including residential and commercial use, with
erection of modern portal sheds to replace the lost space;

1 Erosion of built environment character and increased
suburbanisation through incremental development and
standardisation/upgrading of lanes and minor roads;

1 Pressure for further communication masts and other tall
structures;

1 This is an area of search for sand and gravel extraction;

1 Policies within the 2014 Mersey Forest Plan!’ include
establishing a woodland framework around Frodsham and
Helsby linking the Sandstone Ridge (whilst avoiding the
escarpment) with the Weaver Valley; and

T Increased visitor pressure at some locations leading to
fragmentation of habitats and loss of tranquillity as a result of
increased recreational use of the landscape.

In relation to the influence of incongruous features or elements
that detract from the experience of Natural Beauty, the field
survey also identified the following issues:
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T Running east to west across the centre of this EA, pylons on
a high voltage overhead transmission line are sometimes
very prominent when seen on the skyline;

1 Intrusive telecommunications masts at Beacon Hill, south of
Frodsham and west of Newton detract from local landscape
quality;

1 More recent development, including scattered residential
dwellings across parts of the ridge top and some highly
visible parts of the eastern slopes, often have a suburban
appearance. Forest Hills Hotel and a number of man-made
reservoirs also detract from local landscape quality; and

1 Although this EA represents a unique landscape character
type in Cheshire and is relatively rare in a national context,
given the above factors contribute to a fragmented landscape
guality and notably detract from the appreciation of Natural
Beauty, it is not considered to be the best example.

Scenic quality

The CWacC local landscape designation study and landscape
character assessment identify the following distinctive features,
and perceptual and scenic qualities:

1 Distinct, rolling and elevated topography with complex
landform across the ridge with marked slopes to the north,
east and west;

1 Distinct mosaic land use and field patters with mixed
woodlands overlaying the rolling relief;

1 Raised elevation and low density of development and quiet
lanes serve to provide contrast with surrounding settled,
industrial and urban landscapes;

1 Sense of elevation and being upon a topographical barrier
within the wider lowland and coastal landscape;

1 Rolling topography rarely affords a sense of exposure
apart from along the scarp slopes and outcrops where
change in elevation is occasionally dramatic;

1 The relative elevation is emphasised by frequent expansive
vistas in all directions from various points in the ASCV,

1 Extensive public rights of way network allows opportunity for
direct experience the special qualities of the ASCV;,

1 Relatively high, rolling farm and woodland landscape with
limited incongruous features;

T Visually strong 6 b u t tchamstes 6f Helsby and Frodsham
Hills from the coastal saltmarshes, mudflats and M56
corridor to the north;
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T Attractive contrast between wooded valley sides and open
rolling tracts of farmland across the ridgeline;

T Low density of settlement, buildings and minor roads
contribute to 6 d e e nral character;

1 Prominent, distinctive, rolling skyline and inter-locking outline
of the wooded slopes help enclose the landscape at times
and add seasonal change; and

1 Sandstone walls are characteristic features within the
Sandstone Ridge landscape.

The field survey also identified the following factors:

1 The prominent wooded scarp faces form very distinctive
features;

1 To the north, there is a strong visual connection between the
wooded scarps of this EA and Helsby Hill;

1 The complex landforms of dry valleys filled with mixed
woodland and scrub are very distinctive features;

1 On parts of the ridgetop, the landform and landcover pattern
are relatively featureless;

T From some northern parts of the EA, views of the nearby
motorway, large wind turbines and extensive industry and
built development detract from the appreciation of the River
Mersey beyond;

1 From elevated eastern parts of the EA, the presence of
prominent infrastructure in the backdrop to the Weaver
Valley, including pylon lines and the Stanlow oil refinery,
have a negative influence on the appreciation of outward
views; and

T This EA forms an important northerly part of the Sandstone
Ridge with a strong sense of place. Although this is
physically separated from the Helsby LCA (EA2) to north-
west and the Eddisbury LCA (EA3) to the south, there is
some visual connection between these areas, and the more
distant Sandstone Ridge LCAs located in the southern part of
the study area. The presence of hillforts and other historic
features also contribute to a strong cultural association with
other parts of the ridge.

Relative wildness

The field survey also identified the following factors:

1 On parts of the western and northern slopes, the distinctive
areas of Ancient Woodland and associated flora and fauna
contribute to a sense of localised naturalness and associated
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wildness, as do any evident geological features. The
intimately scaled and complex landform also provides a
strong perception of seclusion; and

T As most of the EA is subject to intensive agriculture with a
network of roads and associated scattered built development,
the sense of relative wildness is generally very minimal
elsewhere.

Relative tranquillity

The CWacC local landscape designation study notes:

1 Relative tranquillity compared to surrounding transport
corridors and settlements.

The landscape character assessment notes:

1 A sense of peace and quiet away from the popular areas.

The field survey also identified the following factors:

T From within the complex landforms of dry valleys and the
woodlands on the western scarps, a relatively strong sense
of tranquillity can be experienced;

1 Some northern parts of the EA can be very noisy and; and

T To the north, views of large wind turbines and extensive
industry and built development notably detract from
tranquillity, as does audible intrusion from traffic on the
nearby M53; and

1 Elsewhere, views of telecommunications masts, the
prominent pylon line and scattered residential dwellings
across relatively large parts of the area, notably detract from
tranquillity, as does traffic on the network of rural lanes.

Natural heritage
features

The CWaC landscape character assessment identifies the
following natural and physical qualities:

1 The northern and western parts of the Sandstone Ridge are
the highest and steepest;

1 The steep scarp is mostly clothed in ancient oak/birch
woodland including Frodsham and Overton Woods,
Dunsdal e Holl ow, Queen Ch &iiffl
recognised for its nature conservation value, with an acid
heathy ground flora;

1 The less steep eastern siltstone formations support more
arable farmland on coarse loamy soils;
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T An intact hedgerow network (including ancient species-rich
hedgerows) with mature oak trees;

1 Dry gorges created by glacial meltwater are features of
geological interest on the northern and western edges of the
ridge, for example to the west of Snidley Moor;

1 Former sandstone quarries and outcrops produce texture
and interest and support some rare vegetation communities;
and

1 The simple combination of farmland and woodland with
variety provided by the presence of gorse thickets, bracken
scrub and a number of water bodies (including a naturally
occurring mere at Crow Mere, man-made field ponds and
manmade reservoirs, some providing important wetland BAP
priority habitats).

The CWacC local landscape designation study identifies the
following natural features:

T Ancient Woodland, including Dunsdale Hollow Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Local Wildlife Site (LWS)
designation across slope-side woodlands such as Alvanley
CIliff;

1 Woodland such as at Frodsham and Overton Woods
recognised by LWS designation; and

1 Frodsham Hill is designated as a Regionally Important
Geological and Geomorphological Site (RIGS).

The field survey also identified the following factor:

1 Along the eastern edge of the EA, the ridge slopes are very
gentle and compared with other more pronounced scrap
slopes that typify the wider ridge, this landform does not
appear as a distinctive physiographic feature.

Cultural heritage

The CWaC landscape character assessment identifies the
following cultural features:

1 Late Bronze Age/lron Age promontory hillfort at Woodhouse
Hill and former Roman Camp at Birch Hill, both Scheduled
Monuments, as well as other historic features e.g. Castle
Cob and Messdenos

1 The smaller and more irregular post medieval field patterns
around Newton contrast with larger, more geometric
enclosure field patterns which are distinctive;
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1 The distinctive historic boundaries of the former 17th century
deer park at New Pale;

1 Glacial meltwater channels that are of historical interest;

T Ancient sunken lanes bordered by hedges often planted on
top of low sandstone walls;

1 Recreational opportunities provided to a large number of
visitors by open access land (at Woodhouse Hill, Wheeldon
Copse, Delamere Forest Park, and on the sandstone cliff
above Frodsham to the north of Beacon Hill) and three long
distance recreational footpaths (Sandstone Trail, Delamere
Way and Eddisbury Way), as well as other inter-connecting
footpaths and a golf course;

1 Mersey View (a former Victorian Pleasure Ground) and
Manley Knoll (a formal Edwardian quarry garden) are historic
parks and gardens of local significance;

1 Frodsham Anti-Aircraft Operations Room (known as the
0 B e a ciocarGsade Il Listed Building);

1 Low density scattered farmsteads and hamlets, including
Manley Common and Newton, with an absence of villages on
the ridge;

1 Local sandstone/red brick farmhouses and barns with Welsh
slate roofs, some of which are listed; and

1 Crossley East Hospital is a distinctive cluster of buildings
that was developed in 1905 as a tuberculosis sanatorium i
many of its buildings are now listed.

The CWacC local landscape designation study identifies:

1 Historic buildings range from 17" century manor houses and
farmsteads, 19th century follies and the Listed Buildings of
Crossley East Sanatorium.

The field survey also identified the following factor:

1 Although the historic significance of hillforts and some other
cultural features are of national importance, their visual and
landscape contribution to the appreciation of Natural Beauty
is often very localised.

Summary evaluation 1 overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

With the entire EA designated as an ASCV in recognition of its landscape and scenic
quality and its historic, archaeological and ecological importance, there is no doubt that
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this part of the Sandstone Ridge exhibits a relatively strong sense of Natural Beauty. In
particular, the prominent wooded scarp faces form very distinctive features and where
covered in Ancient Woodland, they are particularly attractive and notably contribute to
the experience of Natural Beauty. However, with a large part of the EA subject to
intensive agriculture, parts subject to scattered built development with a suburban
appearance and the prominent pylon line, the landscape and scenic quality is often
eroded. In comparison to the southern Sandstone Ridge EAs, the eastern and southern
slopes are much less pronounced and as a physiographic feature, its contribution to
Natural Beauty is sometimes quite limited. Notwithstanding the cultural significance of
the ridge, given the notably variations in landscape and scenic quality, overall this
landscape is not considered to be outstanding on a national level. As such, it is
recommended that the EA should not form part of the Candidate Area for designation.
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Figure 4 Images associated with Table 3 Evaluation Area 1 : EALl: Frodsham LCA i
Sandstone Ridge LCT . This figure is prepared by D. Harman 2025 Natural England
under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for public sector information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty and conversely, incongruous elements and land uses that
detract from it

1. Extensivevoodlandon steepwestern 2. WI O Btepscatinto sandstoneoutcrop
slopes

3. Prehistorichillfort at WoodhouseHill 4. Woodedsettingof former Frodshantsolf
Club
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7. Distinctivetree-lined sunkenlane 8. Distinctiverolling landformwith wooded
farmland

9. Widespreadndustryandsettlementto 10.Developmeniencroachingip north-
north easten ridgeslopes
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11 Large farm buildings in open arable 12.Pylons, scattered buildings and declinin
landscape landscape quality

N

-

13 Pylons, telecommunication masts and 14.Views of intrusive industrial
Intensive agriculture

15.Reservoir on skyline and declining 16.Telecommunication masts and scattered
landscape quality built development
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Table 4 Evaluation Area 2

Table 4 describes the evaluation area 2 including subheading Landscape context as well
as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 4 (appendix)

This relatively small EA forms an outlier to the Sandstone Ridge that is located
prominently above the surrounding plain and is visually one of the most distinctive
landmarks in the Cheshire landscape. It comprises a spine running roughly north-south
from Helsby through Tarporley and on to Duckington for some 30 km, emerging and
dropping back down into the plain as a series of scarps and sandstone outcrops. There
are overlapping characteristics with the Sandstone Fringe character type, but the visual
and topographic differences set it apart from this more intermediate landscape.

Helsby Hill is a prominent isolated outcrop of sandstone located above Helsby, forming
an outlier to the west of the Frodsham Sandstone Ridge. The boundaries are defined
primarily by geology and topography. Apart from some small areas to the west and
south, most of the EA is locally designated as an ASCYV in recognition of its landscape
and scenic quality and its historic, archaeological and ecological importance. To the
south, EA7 (Helsby to Tarporley Sandstone Fringe LCA) forms a lower-lying setting and
to the east, EA15 (Helsby to Frodsham Undulating and Enclosed Farmland LCA)
provides a lower-lying separation to EA1 (Frodsham Sandstone Ridge LCA). The urban
area of Helsby (outside of the study area) lies adjacent to the western, northern and
north-eastern boundaries.

The key characteristics of the Helsby Hill LCA are:

9 Outcrop of Triassic sandstone forms a prominent hill (Helsby Hill reaching 141m)
with a distinctive cliff profile;

1 Steep sandstone cliffs to the north and west of the hill support dense woodland
and are used for rock climbing;

1 Arrich variety of habitats; brown sandy soils support sheep grazed pasture, semi-
natural grassland, dwarf shrub heath, bracken and gorse scrub, with woodland on
steeper slopes;

1 Sandstone outcrops, sandstone quarries (Helsby Quarry) and cliffs are features,
includingthe 6 OMahofHe | sbyod;

1 Regular rectangular fields resulting from late 18" and early 19th century
enclosure of the Forest of Mara by Parliamentary Act;

1 Low density of dispersed farms; farm buildings are typically constructed from
sandstone (quarried from the ridge) with Welsh slate roofs;

1 Narrow sunken lanes provide access up to the hill T there are no main roads;

1 A promontory hillfort at Helsby Hill (a Scheduled Monument) occupies a prominent
position on the north-western edge of the outcrop overlooking the Mersey Estuary;
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1 The Longster Trail long distance footpath crosses the outcrop, from where there
are some spectacular panoramic views over the Mersey Estuary to the north and
towards the Frodsham Sandstone Ridge to the east; and

1 Locally designated as an ASCV recognising its landscape and scenic quality and
its historic, archaeological and ecological importance.

Criteria

Analysis

Landscape quality

With regard to landscape condition, the landscape character
assessment notes that this LCA is partially in active agricultural
use and partly managed by the National Trust. There are also
some areas being managed for nature conservation, including
management of acidic grassland/remnant heath. Although the
hedgerow network is generally intact, there are some gaps in the
network and some over-mature hedgerow trees. Some of the
sandstone boundary walls are broken or in a declining condition.

T

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016), the
landscape character assessment notes:

Limited woodland and hedgerow management causing
decline in traditional field boundaries i some hedgerows
are discontinuous, but there is also evidence of hedgerow
infilling with new planting;

Restoration of traditional sandstone walls and hedgerows
has been a positive change;

Management by the National Trust including
protection and restoration of acidic
grassland/remnant heath on Helsby Hill is another
example of positive change;

Some evidence of 6 h o r s i esulting m a aéhdnge in the
landscape;

Some evidence of erosion of the soft sandstone as a result
of recreational use of the landscape;

Gardens associated with built development have
introduced some exotic and garden species into the
landscape;

Pressure for small-scale residential development along the
lanes, as well as additional residential development in the
gardens of the larger properties along the hill;

Pressure for conversion of farm buildings to other uses
including residential and commercial use, with erection of
modern portal sheds to replace the lost space;
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Erosion of built environment character and increased
suburbanisation through incremental development and
standardisation/upgrading of lanes and minor roads;
Pressure for communication masts and other tall structures
such as wind turbines;

The location within The Mersey Forest is likely to result in
further tree planting and support for the management and
extension of existing woodlands on steep hillsides T
aiming for over 30% woodland cover over the majority of
the hill; and

The likelihood of continued erosion of the soft sandstone,
fragmentation of habitats and loss of tranquillity as a result
of increased recreational use of the landscape.

In relation to the influence of incongruous features or elements
that detract from the experience of Natural Beauty, the field
survey also identified the following issues:

T

Recent modern residential development to the south of
Harmers Hill contrasts with the surrounding rural character,
as does the suburban appearance of development on the
western fringes and along some minor lanes; and

This EA represents a unique landscape character type in
Cheshire and is relatively rare in a national context. Being
in relatively good condition, it is also a good example of a
Sandstone Ridge landscape.

Scenic quality

The CWacC local landscape designation study and landscape
character assessment identify the following distinctive features,
and perceptual and scenic qualities:

T

Distinct, rolling and elevated topography with complex
landform across the ridge with marked slopes to the
north, east and west;

Distinct mosaic land use and field patters with mixed
woodlands overlaying the rolling relief;

Raised elevation and low density of development and quiet
lanes serve to provide contrast with surrounding settled,
industrial and urban landscapes;

Sense of elevation and being upon a topographical barrier
within the wider lowland and coastal landscape;

Rolling topography rarely affords a sense of exposure
apart from along the scarp slopes and outcrops where
change in elevation is occasionally dramatic;
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The relative elevation is emphasised by frequent
expansive vistas in all directions from various points in
the ASCV; and

Extensive public rights of way network allows opportunity
for direct experience the special qualities of the ASCV;,
Relatively high, rolling farm and woodland landscape with
limited incongruous features;

Visually strong 6 b u t tchamestes 6f Helsby and
Frodsham Hills from the coastal saltmarshes,mudflats and
M56 corridor to the north;

Attractive contrast between wooded valley sides and open
rolling tracts of farmland across the ridgeline;

Low density of settlement, buildings and minor roads
contribute to 6 d e e noral character;

Prominent, distinctive, rolling skyline and inter-locking
outline of the wooded slopes help enclose the landscape
at times and add seasonal change; and

Sandstone walls are characteristic features within the
Sandstone Ridge landscape.

The field survey also identified the following factors:

l

To the north and west, prominent wooded scarp faces form
very distinctive features;

To the east, there is a strong visual connection between the
wooded scarps of this EA and Frodsham Hill;

An intimately scaled complex landform with diverse
woodland and vegetation cover provides a strong
perception of seclusion and sense of discovery;

From some northern parts of the EA, views of the nearby
motorway, large wind turbines and extensive industry and
built development detract from the appreciation of the
River Mersey beyond; and

This EA forms an important outlying part at the north-west
of the Sandstone Ridge with a strong sense of place.
Although this is physically separated from the Frodsham
Hill LCA (EA1), there is some visual connection with it, and
the more distant Sandstone Ridge LCAs further south.
With a hillfort and other historic and cultural features, there
Is also a strong cultural association with other parts of the
ridge.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factors:
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1 On parts of the western and northern slopes, the
distinctive wooded scarp slopes and associated flora a
fauna contribute to a sense of localised naturalness an
associated wildness, as do any evident geological

nd
d

features. The intimately scaled and complex landform also

provides a strong perception of seclusion; and

1 With parts of the EA subject to intensive agriculture with

views of nearby settlement and industry, the sense of
relative wildness is generally very minimal elsewhere.

Relative tranquillit y

The CWaC local landscape designation study notes:

1 Relative tranquillity compared to surrounding transport
corridors and settlements.

The landscape character assessment notes:

1 A sense of peace and quiet away from the popular areas.

The field survey also identified the following factors:

1 From within the scarp woodlands and Harmers Wood, a
relatively strong sense of tranquillity can be experienced;
and

1 To the north, views of large wind turbines and extensive
industry and built development notably detract from
tranquillity, as does very noisy traffic passing along the
nearby M53.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
natural and physical qualities:

1 The northern and western edges of the outcrop are the
highest and steepest, mostly clothed in old birch woodland
with a species-poor understorey of bracken;

1 The Helsby Sandstone cliffs form a distinctive stepped
profile when the outcrop is viewed from adjacent areas 1
the 00l d Man of Hel sbyodo ref
side above Helsby;

1 The Helsby Sandstone gives rise to well drained sandy
and coarse loamy soils (known as brown sands) that
support a mixture of arable and pastoral farmland, bracken
scrub, gorse thickets, heathland and woodland;
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1 Rising to 141m, much of the hill includes LWS with
woodland, semi-improved grassland and dwarf shrub
heath habitats of nature conservation interest;

1 A pocket of heathland to the north-west of the hill is
managed by the National Trust;

1 The Tarporley Siltstones on the south side of the hill to the
south of F i rFd@rm are prominent butless steep, with
coarse loamy soils that support a mixture of arable and
pastoral fields;

1 Anintact hedgerow network (including ancient species rich
hedgerows) with mature oak trees;

1 Former sandstone quarries and outcrops that create visual
texture and interest and support some rare vegetation
communities. Many are enclosed by regenerating
woodland, for example at Helsby Quarry Local Nature
Reserve and Woodland Park, and Harmers Wood;

1 A pond located to the south of the hillfort provides
important wetland habitats, and many habitats in the LCA
are habitats of principal importance.

The CWacC local landscape designation study identifies the
following natural features:

1 LWS designation across slope-side woodlands on Helsby
Hill; and
1 Helsby Hill is designated as a (RIGS).

Cultural heritage

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
cultural features:

1 Late Bronze Age/lron Age promontory hillfort and
Scheduled Monument at Helsby Hill on the north- western
edge overlooking the Mersey Estuary;

1 The smaller and more irregular post medieval field
patterns south of F i rdrme contrast with the mostly
straight-sided, rectangular enclosed fields elsewhere, the
contrast being distinctive;

1 Ancient sunken lanes bordered by hedges often planted on
top of low sandstone walls;

1 Recreational opportunities attract a relatively large number
of visitors to the hill fort and recreational opportunities
provided by footpaths including part of the Longster Trall
long distance recreational footpath, National Trust owned
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land, and parking, picnic and walking facilities at Helsby
Quarry Woodland Park;

1 Royal Observer Corps Monitoring Post i underground
rectangular compound with surface features including a
metal dome remaining intact;

1 Low density scattered farmsteads and hamlets with an
absence of villages; and

1 Local sandstone/red brick farmhouses and barns with
Welsh slate roofs, some of which are listed.

The field survey also identified the following factor:

1 Although the historic significance of Helsby hillfort is of
national importance, its visual and landscape contribution
to the appreciation of Natural Beauty is localised.

Summary evaluation 1 overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

With most of EA designated as an ASCYV in recognition of its landscape and scenic quality
and its historic, archaeological and ecological importance, there is no doubt that this part
of the Sandstone Ridge exhibits a relatively strong sense of Natural Beauty. In particular,
the prominent wooded scarp faces and cliffs to the north form very distinctive features
that notably contribute to the experience of Natural Beauty. From the north however,
views of large wind turbines and extensive industry and built development, and audible
intrusion very from traffic on the nearby M53, significantly detract from the appreciation of
Natural Beauty from the hill summit. Furthermore, although this EA generally exhibits a
relatively strong sense of Natural Beauty, given that this is a very small EA with a very
distant separation from other EAs that are recommended for inclusion within the
Candidate Area for designation, it is recommended that this EA should not form part of
the Candidate Area.
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Figure 5 Images associated with Table 4 Evaluation Area 2: EA2: Helsby Hill LCA i
Sandstone Ridge LCT. This figure is prepared by D. Harman 2025 Natural England
under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for public sector information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty and conversely, incongruous elements and land uses that
detract from it

: ‘f (\'. w:.*

Overlooking the M

17.Footpaththroughwoodlandto Helsby 18.HelsbyHillfort information board
Hillfort

21.Sandstoneutcrop 22.Sandstoneave
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EAl

25. Footpath through Local Wildlife Site 26. Natural interest at Harmers Wood
woodland information board

27. Looking souteast to EAL 28.Industry,settlementand motorwayto
north-west
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29.Windturbines,settlement,industryand 30. Development encroaching onto eastern
motorwayto north-east slopes
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Table 5 Evaluation Area 3

Table 5 describes the evaluation area 3 including subheading Landscape context as well
as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 5 (appendix)

This EA forms part of the Sandstone Ridge that is located prominently above the
surrounding plain and is visually one of the most distinctive landmarks in the Cheshire
landscape. It comprises a spine running roughly north-south from Helsby through
Tarporley and on to Duckington for some 30 km, emerging and dropping back down into
the plain as a series of scarps and sandstone outcrops. Helsby Hill and Beeston Crag
are prominent isolated outliers. There are overlapping characteristics with the Sandstone
Fringe character type, but the visual and topographic differences set it apart from this
more intermediate landscape.

The Eddisbury LCA is a prominent ridge that extends from Eddisbury Lodge in the north
to Tarporley in the south, as a continuation southwards of the Frodsham Sandstone
Ridge. The boundaries are defined primarily by geology and topography. Apart from
some small areas to the south-west, north-west and north-east, the EA is locally
designated as an ASCV in recognition of its landscape and scenic quality and its historic,
archaeological and ecological importance. Along the western boundary, the Helshy to
Tarporley Sandstone Fringe LCA (EA7) forms a lower-lying setting and to the north,
EA21 (Delamere-West Meres and Mosses LCA) forms a lower-lying setting that
separates this EA from the Eddisbury Sandstone Ridge LCA (EA1). Along the eastern
boundary, EA22 (Delamere-West Meres and Mosses LCA), also forms a lower-lying
setting. The large village of Tarporley lies to the south of the EA.

The key characteristics of the Eddisbury LCA are:

1 Outcrops of Triassic sandstone form a prominent, undulating ridge reaching 176m
at Pale Heights;

1 Steep sandstone cliffs and dry gorges support dense woodland, including ancient
oak woodland;

1 Brown sandy soils support permanent grassland and woodland on steeper slopes,
including the plantation woodland at Primrosehill Wood;

1 Heauvily influenced by the presence of, and enclosure of, the former Royal Forest
of Mara into a regular geometric field pattern bordered by straight-sided thick
hedgerows, some on top of low sandstone walls, and large plantations initially
established at the beginning of the 19th century;

1 Old Pale is an enclosed medieval deer park which retains a distinctive boundary
that is a feature in the landscape;

1 Belts of Scots pines form distinctive skyline elements;
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1 Quarries are features, including K i n @haisQuarry;

1 Less steep slopes support cereals, potatoes and fruit farming. Orchards are
features around Kelsall/Willington;

1 Low density of dispersed farms; farm buildings are typically local red brick or
constructed from sandstone (quarried from the ridge) with Welsh slate roofs;

1 Sunken lanes provide access over the ridge, responding to landform while the
A54 and A49 cross the ridge in cutting;

1 AA49is recognised as the ancient public highway of Peytefynsty (Roman road
marking the boundary between the former Forest of Mara and Forest of Mondrem;

1 Late Bronze Age/lron Age defensive hillfort at Eddisbury Hilland 6 C h a mirbtleer
F o r ehsnting lodge, Scheduled

1 Monuments within the former Royal Forest of Mara (Delamere);

1 Promontory fort at Kelsborrow (Scheduled Monument) occupies a prominent
positions along the ridge;

1 Tirley Garth Listed Building and Registered Park and Garden;

1 The 6 Sa n d sTtr carus élong part of the ridge from Eddisbury Lodge before
descending the ridge at The Willingtons;

1 Spectacular panoramic views from the ridge across Delamere and beyond to the
north-east, over the open plains to the south-east, to the Peckforton Hills to the
south, and to North Wales to the west; and

1 Locally designated as an ASCV recognising its landscape and scenic quality and
its historic, archaeological and ecological importance.

Criteria

Analysis

Landscape quality

With regard to landscape condition, the landscape character
assessment notes that this LCA is in active agricultural and
forestry use and is managed for these purposes. Although the
hedgerow network is generally intact, there are some gaps in the
network and some over-mature hedgerow trees. Some of the
sandstone boundary walls are derelict, particularly alongside
roads, and some woodlands are in poor condition or are not
being actively managed.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016), the
landscape character assessment notes:

1 Limited woodland and hedgerow management causing
decline in traditional field boundaries i some hedgerows
are discontinuous;

1 Restoration of traditional sandstone walls and hedgerows
has been a positive change;
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1 A shift from grassland to crops, fallow and set-aside and a
general reduction in number of farm units, accompanied
by an increase in the proportion of larger holdings;

1 Farm diversification and increase in equestrian facilities
including stables, pastures and fencing;

1 Expansion of aggregate extraction;

1 Settlement expansion, with relatively recent built
development on the edges of the ridge at Yeld Lane,
Eddisbury Hill, Quarrybank and on the edges of Kelsall
and Tarporley;

1 Some of the footpaths are poorly drained,;

1 Nurseries and gardens associated with built development
have introduced some exotic and garden species into the
landscape;

9 Tall hedgerows around the orchards have resulted in a
reduction in the open character of the ridge;

1 Continuing pressure for housing, particularly along main
roads;

1 Pressure for conversion of farm buildings to other uses
including residential and commercial use, with erection of
modern portal sheds to replace the lost space;

1 Erosion of built environment character and increased
suburbanisation through development and
standardisation/upgrading of main roads, including
signage and Leylandii screen planting;

1 Pressure for telecommunication masts and other tall
structures such as wind turbines;

1 Pressure for small-scale recreation-related development
along the Sandstone Trail and other walks, with the
possible erosion of the soft sandstone, fragmentation of
habitats and loss of tranquillity; and

1 The location within The Mersey Forest is likely to result in
further tree planting including planting new woodlands,
restoring hedgerows and hedgerow trees, and support for
the management and extension of existing woodlands to
link to Delamere T new planting on ridge (e.g. around Pale
Heights) is already contributing to an increase in woodland
cover.

In relation to the influence of incongruous features or elements
that detract from the experience of Natural Beauty, the field
survey also identified the following issues:
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1 To the north of the EA, intensive Christmas tree production
notably detracts from surrounding rural character;

1 Telecommunication masts at Pale Heights, above
Kelsborrow Castle hillfort and to the north of Tarporley
detract from landscape quality, with the cluster of the three
masts at Pale Heights being particularly intrusive;

1 Some built development on the edge of villages located at
the foot of the ridge has extended onto the ridge in places
e.g. on the edges of Kelsall, Quarrybank and Tarporley;

1 Along the busy A54/A556 corridor, a very large equine
centre building with associated infrastructure, the
fragmented urban edge of Kelsall and conifer nurseries on
upper slopes, have a relatively widespread and very
noticeable impact on landscape quality; and

1 Although this EA represents a unigue landscape character
type in Cheshire and is relatively rare in a national context,
given the above factors contribute to a fragmented
landscape and notably detract from the appreciation of
Natural Beauty, it is not considered to be the best
example.

Scenic quality

The CWacC local landscape designation study and landscape
character assessment identify the following distinctive features,
and perceptual and scenic qualities:

1 Distinct, rolling and elevated topography with complex
incised valleys across the ridge with pronounced slopes to
the east and west, contrasting with the less undulating
moss heath and woodland of Delamere (EA21);

1 Markedly contrasting mosaics of land use, enclosure and
field patterns with permanent grassland, hedgerow trees
and block woodlands overlaying the complex relief of the
ridge;

1 Raised elevation and low density of development and quiet
lanes serve to provide contrast with surrounding more
settled landscapes;

1 Contrasts between sense of elevation and openness upon
the ridge to an atmospheric, enclosed, (perceptually) less
managed landscape within Delamere;

1 Broadleaved and mixed treescapes across the ridge
present strong seasonal changes and later the degree of
enclosure;
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1 Low density of settlement, buildings and minor roads
contribute to 6 d e e noral character;

1 Rolling topography rarely affords a sense of exposure
apart from along the scarp slopes such as Eddisbury and
where change in elevation is most obvious;

1 The relative elevation of the ridge is emphasised by
frequent expansive vistas in all directions;

1 Extensive public rights of way network allows opportunities
for direct experience of the contrasting special qualities of
landscape;

1 Relatively high, rolling farm and woodland landscape with
limited incongruous features;

1 Attractive contrast between wooded valley sides and open
rolling tracts of farmland across the ridgeline;

1 Prominent, distinctive, rolling skyline and inter-locking
outline of the wooded slopes help enclose the landscape
at times and add seasonal change;

1 Sandstone walls are characteristic features within the
Sandstone Ridge landscape;

1 Clusters and belts of Scots pine that form distinctive skyline
features; and

1 Distinctive landform unifies the character area; and

1 Panoramic views including views of the medieval castle at
Beeston and commanding views from Old Pale.

The field survey also identified the following factors:

1 A pronounced but low woodland scarp edge south-east of
Kelsall is parltaulry distinctive in the local landscape;

1 An area of intricately folded landform with small fields and
trees to the north-east of Quarrybank is parltaulry
distinctive in the local landscape;

1 Tirley Garth designed landscape with a series of tight small
wooded valleys is parltaulry distinctive in the local
landscape;

1 As with landscape quality development along the busy
A54/A556 corridor detracts from the wider appreciation of
Natural Beauty;

1 From some eastern parts, such as Eddisbury Hill fort, very
noticeable extensive sand quarries and intrusive built
development within the lower-lying landscape notably
detract from the appreciation of the long distance views;
and
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1 This EA forms an important northerly part of the
Sandstone Ridge with a strong sense of place. Although
this is physically separated from all other areas of the
Sandstone Ridge LCT, there is some visual connection
between them. The presence of hillforts and other historic
features also contribute to a strong cultural association
with other parts of the ridge.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factors:

1 From within some woodlands and small valleys, the
containing landform and flora and fauna can sometimes
contribute to a sense of localised naturalness and
associated wildness; and

1 As most of the EA is subject to intensive agriculture and
forestry, with a network of roads, (some busy A roads) and
associated scattered built development, the sense of
relative wildness is generally very minimal elsewhere.

Relative tranquility

The CWacC local landscape designation study notes:

1 Relative tranquillity away from neighbouring settlements
and the main road and rail corridors which bisect the ridge
north of Kelsall.

The landscape character assessment notes:

1 A sense of peace and quiet away from main roads and
popular areas.

The field survey also identified the following factor:

1 The A54/A556 which cross the ridge north of Tarporley
notably diminish tranquillity. The A49 also crosses the
ridge but as this narrower and more incised, the effects of
noise are much more localised.

Natural heritage
features

The CWaC LLD study and landscape character assessment
identifies the following natural and physical qualities:

1 The northern and western sides of the ridge are the
highest and steepest, with a steep scarp wrapping around
the west side of the ridge, partially clothed in woodland;
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The ridge rises to 176m at Pale Heights, the highest point
in the borough;

Old Pale is a former deer park associated with the former
Royal Forest of Mara which has retained a distinctive
boundary and now supports a mosaic of woodland and
grassland;

The Helsby Sandstones underlying the northern part of the
ridge produce well drained sandy and coarse loamy soils
(known as brown sands) that support a mixture of arable
and pastoral farmland, with woodland including ancient
oaks on steep slopes;

The Tarporley Siltstones on the southern half of the ridge
give rise to coarse loamy soils that support a greater
proportion of arable farmland;

Orchards around Kelsall/Willington are a feature of the
southern Tarporley Siltstones;

Nurseries along Yeld Lane provide a variety of exotic
plants which contrast with their naturalistic landscape
setting;

Dry gorges, created by glacial meltwater, are features of
Primrose Hill, designated as U r c h Kitah@rsRIGS;

A number of field ponds on the ridge provide important
wetland habitats (UK priority habitats);

An intact hedgerow network (including ancient species rich
hedgerows) with mature oak trees; and

Former sandstone quarries and outcrops that produce
texture and nature conservation interest, for example the
former quarry at the Yeld.

Pocket LWS designations across the ridge include
Oxpasture Wood, Holbitch Slack and Fishpool Moss.

The field survey also identified the following factor:

1 Along the eastern and southern parts of the EA, the ridge

slopes are quite gentle and compared with other more
pronounced scrap slopes that typify the wider ridge, this
landform does not appear as a particularly distinctive
physiographic feature.

Cultural heritage

The CWaC LLD study and landscape character assessment
identify the following cultural features:
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The LCA is heavily influenced by the presence of the former
Royal Forest of Mara i initially wooded, then an area of
heath dotted with small mosses, and enclosed between the
late 18th and early 19™ centuries to provide allotments to
compensate claims for common rights and Crown land for
lease and forestry (to provide timber for the navy);

The largest area enclosed by Parliamentary Act in
Cheshire, it continues to be dominated by surveyed
geometric field system of regular rectangular fields with
straight quickset hedgerows and large plantations initially
established at the beginning of the 19th century;

Variety of small irregular medieval townfields on the edge
of Tarporley and ancient field system around Utkinton, to
straight-sided enclosure fields on the elevated land to the
west of K i n @hais and Primrosehill Wood (formerly part
of the Royal Forest of Mara);

Ancient sunken lanes bordered by hedges often planted on
top of low sandstone walls;

Late Bronze Age/lron Age hillforts and Scheduled
Monuments at Eddisbury and Kelsborrow Castle, as well
as other historic features including bowl barrows and
tumuli, O0Chamber in the For
A49 is recognised as the ancient public highway of
Peytefynsty (Roman road marking the boundary between
the former Forest of Mara and Forest of Mondrem;

Tirley Garth is an early 20" century Arts and Crafts garden
(the only complete one remaining in Cheshire), a Grade II*
Registered Park and Garden and Grade Il Listed Building;
Portal House Garden is a 20th century garden of local
significance in the Elizabethan style by Walter Tower; the
area around the house (a Listed Building) is also a
Conservation Area and contains listed structures, including
the lodge, gateposts and gates;

Sandstone outcrops and quarries provide good building
stone; stone for the Vale Royal Abbey was quarried from
Ki n @hais Quarry, on the edge of Hangingstone Hill;
There are a relatively large number of visitors due to the
recreational opportunities provided by footpaths including
the Sandstone Trail long distance recreational footpath,
and open access Forestry Commission land at Primrosehill
Wood and Pale Heights;

Low density scattered farmsteads and hamlets with a
general absence of villages;
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1 Local sandstone/red brick farmhouses and barns with
Welsh slate roofs, some of which are listed; and

1 Arrich historic time-depth to the landscapes of the ASCV;

1 The visually distinctive Late Bronze Age and Iron Age
hillfort at Eddisbury Hill (Scheduled Monument);

1 The promontory fort at Kelsborrow (Scheduled Monument)
occupies a prominent position along the western ridge;

1 Old Pale enclosed medieval deer park ditch and bank
boundary is a distinctive historic feature in the landscape;
and

1 Cluster of Listed Buildings at Utkinton Hall country house.

Summary evaluation 1 overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

With nearly all of the EA designated as an ASCV, there is no doubt that this part of the
Sandstone Ridge exhibits a relatively strong sense of Natural Beauty. Similar to EAs 1
and 2, there are many distinctive natural and cultural features that occur across many
parts of the landscape and contribute to Natural Beauty. However, with a large part of
the EA subject to intensive agriculture and other uses that detract from rural character,
landscape and scenic quality is often eroded. Of particular concern, intrusive built
development and incongruous land uses along the busy A54/A556 corridor result in a
significant fragmentation in landscape and scenic quality. The enjoyment of long
distance views to the east are also degraded by extensive sand quarries and intrusive
built development in the lower-lying landscape and compared to the southern Sandstone
Ridge EAs, the eastern and southern slopes are much less pronounced. Notwithstanding
the cultural significance of the ridge, given the notable variations in landscape and scenic
guality, the landscape overall, is not considered to be outstanding on a national level. As
such, it is recommended that the EA should not form part of the Candidate Area for
designation.

Figure 6 Images associated with Table 5 Evaluation Area 3: EA3: Eddisbury LCA 1
Sandstone Ridge LCT. This figure is prepared by D. Harman 2025 Natural England
under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for public sector information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty and conversely, incongruous elements and land uses that
detract from it
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31.EddisbunHillfort information board 32.Woodedenclosure

33.Rollinglandformon easternslopes 34.LargeequineCentrebuildingsand
associatednfrastructure

35. Edgeof KelsallA534road corridorand 36. Viewsof built developmento eastin
conifernurseries EA22
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37.Viewsof extensiveoperationalsand
extractionin EA22
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Table 6 Evaluation Area 4

Table 6 describes the evaluation area 4 including subheading Landscape context as well
as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 6 (appendix)

This EA forms part of the Sandstone Ridge that is located prominently above the
surrounding plain and is visually one of the most distinctive landmarks in the Cheshire
landscape. It comprises a spine running roughly north-south from Helsby through
Tarporley and on to Duckington for some 30 km, emerging and dropping back down into
the plain as a series of scarps and sandstone outcrops. Helsby Hill and Beeston Crag
are prominent isolated outliers. There are overlapping characteristics with the Sandstone
Fringe character type, but the visual and topographic differences set it apart from this
more intermediate landscape.

Beeston Crag LCA is a prominent isolated outcrop of sandstone forming an outlier within
the 6Beeston Gapd between the Eddi sbury
Peckforton Sandstone Ridge to the south. Although covering a small area, it is
sufficiently physically and visually distinct from the surrounding Sandstone Fringe and
Cheshire Plain to justify its inclusion as a separate landscape character area. The
boundaries are defined by geology and topography and the entire area forms part of the
Beeston/Peckforton/Bolesworth ASCV, locally designated in recognition of its landscape
and scenic quality and its historic, archaeological and ecological importance. The
Hargrave, Hoofield and Beeston and the Ravensmoor Cheshire Plain LCAs (EAs 10 and
12) form a lower-lying setting to the north, and to the south, the intervening Beeston-
Duckington Sandstone Fringe LCA (EA8) separates this EA from the Peckforton and
Higher Burwardsley Sandstone Ridge LCAs (EAD).

The key characteristics of the Beeston Crag LCA are:

1 Outcrop of Triassic sandstone forms a prominent hill reaching approximately
110m with distinctive cliff profile rising above the Cheshire Plain;

1 Steep sandstone cliffs on all sides produce a distinctive circular profile densely
clothed by woodland,;

1 Late Bronze Age promontory hillfort which was occupied into the Romano-British
period is a Scheduled Monument;

1 The remains of the thirteenth century Beeston Castle, also a Scheduled
Monument and Grade | Listed Building, occupies a prominent position on the

rocky summit-i t s outer bail ey util i s epurpbsése
1 The castle and associated woodland park is a popular English Heritage visitor
attraction;

1 Spectacular extensive views in all directions;
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1 Farms encircle the base of the crag, linked by a minor road with impressive
sandstone retaining walls i there are no roads on the crag which is now
uninhabited;

1 A footpath winds around the crag and provides access up to the castle remains at
the top of the hill;

i There are no main roads;

1 The Sandstone Trail long distance footpath follows a route around the eastern side
of the crag; and

1 Locally designated as an ASCV recognising its landscape and scenic quality and
its historic, archaeological and ecological importance.

Criteria Analysis

Landscape quality With regard to landscape condition, the landscape character
assessment notes that Beeston Crag sandstone outcrop and
Woodland Park is managed by English Heritage as an important
visitor attraction. Consequently it is kept in good condition
appropriate to maximising the experience gained from visiting an
historic site such as this.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016), the
landscape character assessment notes:

1 English Heritage provides appropriate management of
Beeston Castle and Woodland Park, including its trees,
paths, sandstone walls etc., to ensure it remains an
important visitor attraction and in accordance with its
designation as a Scheduled Monument and Conservation
Area with many Listed Buildings and other structures;

1 Landscape change is unlikely whilst the landscape
continues to be managed by English Heritage. A large
increase in visitor numbers could, for example, result in
the erosion of footpaths; and

9 Tall built structures within the adjoining landscape
character areas would affect the setting of Beeston Crag
rising above the flat Cheshire Plain.

The field survey identified the following factors:

1 There are no notable issues that affect landscape quality
and overall, the generally high landscape quality provides
a significant contribution to experience of Natural Beauty;
and
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1 This EA represents a unique landscape character type in

Cheshire and is relatively rare in a national context. Being
in very good condition, it is also an excellent example of a
Sandstone Ridge landscape.

Scenic quality

The CWaC LLD study and landscape character assessment
identify the following distinctive features, and perceptual and
scenic qualities:

T

=

Prominent Sandstone Ridge outcrops are local landmarks
in views across the borough and beyond;

The steep wooded western slopes form a distinctive
contrast with the surrounding Cheshire Plain;

Contrast of the sense of enclosure created by the dense
woodland and the open panoramic views from the ridge
top;

Prominent, distinctive skyline outline of the wooded crag
and add texture, variety and interest to the landscape;
Prominent, enclosed landscape with a distinctive profile
isolated from the surrounding farmland;

Distinctive landform unifies the character area;

Extensive elevated views through the trees north across
the Mersey Estuary to Runcorn, and Liverpool, west to
North Wales and across Delamere, and east to the distant
Peak District, and south across the Peckforton Hills;

The character area is visible from extensive areas of the
borough and beyond which makes the outcrop visually
sensitive;

The absence of any prominent structures apart from the
remains of the C a s t duterdoailey on the

rocky outcrop (down the hill from the summit);

Sandstone walls are characteristic features; and
Woodland helps to mitigate visual impacts, for example due
to the large numbers of visitors to this landscape.

The field survey also identified the following factors:

1 From lower-lying areas relatively close to this EA, the

appreciation of the highly distinctive landform with its
prominent Sandstone Ridge outcrops and dense
woodlands, and views of the Castle above, provide a
highly scenic composition; and
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1 This EA forms an important outlier to the Sandstone Ridge
and has a very strong sense of place. Although this is
physically separated from all other areas of the Sandstone
Ridge LCT, there is a strong visual connection between
them, and with a hillfort and other historic and cultural
features, there is also a strong cultural association with
other parts of the ridge.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

1 Although Beeston Castle is a popular visitor attraction, the
steep rocky crags clothed in dense woodland exhibit a
relatively strong sense of wildness, contrasting with the
surroundings agricultural landscape.

Relative tranquility

The CWaC local landscape designation study notes:

1 Relative tranquility away from main roads and popular
visitor spots.

The landscape character assessment notes:

1 The sense of peace and quiet away from the popular
areas.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
natural and physical qualities:

1 The steep sandstone cliffs support mostly dense
deciduous woodland on all sides, although the woodland
IS more open on the eastern side;

1 Rising to around 110m, much of the hill includes LWS with
woodland, semi-improved and species- rich grassland
habitats of nature conservation interest;

1 Beeston Crag is of geological and ornithological interest
displaying examples of the Wilmslow, Bulkeley and
Helsby Sandstone Formations, and records of rare
breeding birds; and

1 Stone to construct the castle was quarried from a ditch
between the outer and inner walls and the rocky outcrops
create visual texture and interest and support some rare
vegetation communities.
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The field survey also identified the following factor:

1 When appreciated from the lower-lying landscape,
Beeston Crag is a particularly distinctive and impressive
physiographic feature that significantly contributes to the
experience of Natural Beauty.

Cultural heritage The landscape character assessment identifies the following
cultural features:

1 The Beeston promontory hillfort, a Scheduled Monument,
dates from the late Bronze Age and was occupied into the
Romano-British period,;

1 The defences of the outer bailey of the C13th Beeston
Castle, built in the 12206075
Earl of Chester on his return from the Crusades, utilises
the fortds r ampueaoses.ltfisa Schatld@ed ¢
Monument and Grade | Listed Building, and last saw
hostilities in the English Civil War when it changed hands
a number of times;

1 The entire hill including the castle and woodland grounds is
a Scheduled Monument and part of the Beeston
Conservation Area, with several listed structures;

1 Prehistoric finds suggest Bronze Age activity including the
earliest remains of habitation in the area now occupied by
the castle; and

9 The castle remains and woodland owned and maintained
by English Heritage attract a large number of visitors, and
other recreational opportunities provided by the
Sandstone Trail long distance recreational footpath.

Summary evaluation 1 overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

With all of the EA designated as an ASCV, Beeston Crag forms a prominent isolated
outlier of the Sandstone Ridge. This highly distinctive landform with its prominent
sandstone outcrops clothed in dense woodlands, and views of the Castle above, creates
a highly scenic composition that significantly contributes to the experience of Natural
Beauty. With the entire hill including the Castle and woodland grounds designated a
Scheduled Monument and part of the Beeston Conservation Area, with several listed
structures, the cultural qualities of this EA also provide a very important contribution to
the Natural Beauty of this area and its surrounding lower-lying landscape. The enjoyment
of spectacular panoramic views across the flat plain to distant hills, along with an absence
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of incongruous elements and land use, also underpin a very strong sense of Natural
Beauty, as does a relatively heigh degree of wildness and tranquillity. As the landscape
of this EA is considered to be outstanding, it is recommended that this EA should form
part of the Candidate Area for designation.

Figure 7 Images associated with Table 6 Evaluation Area 4: EA4 Beeston Crag LCA 1
Sandstone Ridge LCT. This figure is prepared by D. Harman 2025 Natural England
under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for public sector information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty

39.Panoramicziewsto south-east

LB BT

Popeatp BOoT=
b ok Ill-ﬂr,
o O ¢

40.Panoramiosziewsto westfrom the 41.BeestonCragand Castlefrom south-east
gatehouse

Table 7 Evaluation Area 5

Table 7 describes the evaluation area 5 including subheading Landscape context as well
as detail of the 6 criteria and findings
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Landscape context T see Figure 7 (appendix)

This EA forms part of the Sandstone Ridge that is located prominently above the
surrounding plain and is visually one of the most distinctive landmarks in the Cheshire
landscape. It comprises of a spine running roughly north-south from Helsby through
Tarporley and on to Duckington for some 30 km, emerging and dropping back down into
the plain as a series of scarps and sandstone outcrops. Helsby Hill and Beeston Crag
are prominent isolated outliers. There are overlapping characteristics with the Sandstone
Fringe character type, but the visual and topographic differences set it apart from this
more intermediate landscape.

The Higher Burwardsley LCA is a prominent ridge that straddles the borough boundary
between Cheshire West and Chester and Cheshire East. It extends from Moathouse
Farm at the northern foot of the ridge below Peckforton Castle (in Cheshire East) to the
A534 in the south, as a continuation southwards of the Eddisbury LCA. The boundaries
are defined primarily by geology and topography.

As the adjoining Peckforton LCA (as identified in the CE landscape character
assessment) and the Higher Burwardsley LCA (as identified in the CWaC landscape
character assessment) effectively form the same area of Sandstone Ridge LCT, these
LCAs have been amalgamated into one unit. The EA also forms part of the
Beeston/Peckforton/Bolesworth ASCV and in Cheshire East, the Peckforton and
Bickerton Hills LLD. The Beeston-Duckington Sandstone Fringe LCAs (EA8 and EA9)
form a surrounding lower-lying setting, with the Beeston Crag LCA (EA4) located further
to north and the Maiden Castle, Larkton Hill and Hether Wood LCAs (EAG6) further to the
south.

The key characteristics of the Higher Burwardsley LCA are:

1 Outcrops of Triassic sandstone form a prominent, undulating ridge reaching 227m
at Bickerton Hill at the top of the Raw Head escarpment, at the southern end of
the ridge;

9 Steeper slopes and poorer brown sandy soils on the ridge support dense
woodland, including ancient oak woodland and permanent grassland,;

1 Scattered gorse scrub and remnant heath;

1 Regular blocks of coniferous and mixed woodland on some steeper slopes;

1 Raw Head escarpment is of national importance for its sandstone exposures and
is a geological/geomorphological SSSI;

1 Small sandstone quarries, field ponds, wells and springs are features in the
landscape;

1 Late (early 19th century) enclosure by private agreement and Parliamentary
Act gives a distinctive regular, geometric, small to medium-scale field pattern;
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1 Contrasting post medieval agricultural improvement with larger fields and loss of
hedgerows and hedgerow trees;

1 Low density of settlement including Higher Burwardsley and dispersed farms;
farm buildings are typically constructed from sandstone (quarried from the ridge)
with Welsh slate roofs, with a number of timber framed buildings ;

1 Sunken lanes provide access over the ridge, responding to landform;

1 Thed San d sTtr aang abong part of the ridge from north to south from
Moathouse Farm at the northern foot of the ridge and along the Raw Head
escarpment at its southern end, and a number of other rights of way and NCN
Route 45 cross the ridge from east to west;

1 The Grade | listed Peckforton Castle is located at the northern end of the ridge
within Cheshire East and is prominent in views from the west;

1 Spectacular panoramic views from the ridge to very distant horizons; and

1 Locally designated as an ASCV recognising its landscape and scenic quality and
its historic, archaeological and ecological importance.

The key characteristics of the Peckforton LCA are:

1 Elevated Sandstone Ridge which forms a distinctive landmark, with steep slopes,
outcrops and upstanding bluffs above 200 metres AOD, reaching a maximum of
227 metres at Raw Head;

1 Underlying bedrock comprises the Helsby Sandstone Formation. Raw Head is
designated as an SSSI for its nationally important sandstone exposures. The
Sandstone Ridge is generally overlain by free-draining brown earths and brown
sands;

1 The ridge has a high density of woodland compared with the rest of Cheshire,
comprising post-medieval conifer plantations as well as large areas of ancient oak
woodland. Gorse is found amongst the farmland;

1 Farmland is mostly post-medieval small to medium-scale regular fields used for a
mixture of pastoral grazing and fodder crop growing, although there are some
larger fields, particularly on top of the ridge. Fields are divided by post and wire
fences, hedges and woodland;

1 Ancient Woodland is also valued for wildlife and includes Peckforton Woods SSSI.
These habitats are important for a number of bird species including buzzard,
sparrowhawk, raven and pied flycatcher;

1 Industrial archaeology is also evident within the landscape, including a number of
disused sandstone quarries and copper mines;

1 Settlement on the ridge is limited to low-density dispersed farms, with sandstone
buildings and boundary walls. Some farm buildings on the ridge top form visually
prominent features. Roads are limited to narrow, winding and often sunken lanes;

1 The Sandstone Trail crosses the ridge and is linked to a number of other
footpaths. National Cycle Route 45 also provides access to the ridge;
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1 Spectacular long distance views across Cheshire and beyond into North Wales,
the Peak District and Merseyside;

1 The ridge itself forms a focal point in views, rising up from the adjacent low-lying
farmland; and

1 There are remote and exposed qualities on top of the ridge due to the elevation,
large fields and lack of significant settlement. Elsewhere, there is a strong sense
of enclosure due to the dense woodland coverage and narrow sunken lanes.

Criteria Analysis

Landscape quality With regard to landscape condition, the CWaC landscape
character assessment notes that the Higher Burwardsley
Sandstone Ridge is in active agricultural and woodland use and is
managed for these land uses. Most woodlands are actively
managed by the Bolesworth Estate using Forestry Commission
grant schemes. Although the hedgerow network is intact in some
areas, there are gaps in the network and some over-mature
hedgerow trees. In other areas hedgerows have been removed
and replaced with post and wire fences.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016), the CwaC
landscape character assessment notes:

1 Evidence of decline in traditional field boundaries in
some locations T some hedgerows are discontinuous,
and some have been removed, with others replaced by
post and wire fences;

1 Restoration of traditional sandstone walls and hedgerows
in other locations has been a positive change;

1 Active woodland management by the Bolesworth Estate
using Forestry Commission grant schemes is also a
positive change;

1 A shift from grassland to crops (particularly maize), fallow
and set-aside and a general reduction in number of farm
units, accompanied by an increase in the proportion of
larger holdings;

Farm diversification;

1 Some of the footpaths are affected by compaction and/or
are poorly drained;
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1 Pressure for small-scale residential development along the
lanes, for example in the Burwardsley area;

1 Pressure for conversion of farm buildings to other uses
including residential and commercial use, with erection of
modern portal sheds to replace the lost space;

9 Erosion of built environment character and increased
suburbanisation through incremental development and
standardisation/upgrading of lanes and minor roads;

1 Pressure for telecommunication masts and other tall
structures such as wind turbines; and

1 Pressure for small-scale recreation-related development
along the Sandstone Trail and other walks, with the
possible erosion of the soft sandstone, fragmentation of
habitats and loss of tranquillity.

The CE landscape character identifies the following forces for
change (at 2018):

1 Visitor pressure at certain locations, particularly along the
Sandstone Trail. This may lead to loss of tranquillity, loss
or fragmentation of habitats, erosion of road verges, visual
intrusion of car parks or stationary vehicles and demand
for additional facilities;

1 Increased demand for visitor facilities such as holiday
cottages and car parking facilities;

1 Changes in farming including pressure to diversify and
changing patterns of land ownership. The purchase of
agricultural holdings by non-farmers is becoming a
significant force for change, resulting in conversion of
farmhouses and farm buildings and changes in farm use;

1 Changes in woodland composition as new pests/diseases
spread (particularly phytopthora pathogens and ash die-
back) which may lead to large-scale felling. On-going
decline in traditional woodland management practices may
lead to under-management of farm woodlands, over
maturity of trees and neglect of hedgerows and hedgerow
trees;

1 Reduction, fragmentation and deterioration of habitats at
some locations, including Ancient Woodland;

71 Dilution of field patterns due to decline in hedgerow
management and disrepair of drystone walls, with resulting
increase in use of fencing;
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Erosion of built environment character through incremental
development which may lead to loss of historic buildings
and vernacular character; the suburbanisation of rural
properties and their curtilage; pressure for expansion of
existing settlement, ribbon development and in-fill;
Standardisation of roads with potential upgrading of
characterful lanes and minor roads leading to increasingly
suburban character of the countryside; and

Horsiculture leading to the introduction of ranch style
fencing and associated structures.

The field survey identified:

T

Any issues affect landscape quality are generally localised
and overall, the generally high landscape quality provides a
significant contribution to experience of Natural Beauty; and
This EA represents a unique landscape character type in
Cheshire and is relatively rare in a national context. Being
in relatively good condition, it is also a very good example
of a Sandstone Ridge landscape.

Scenic quality

The CWaC LLD study and landscape character assessment
identify the following distinctive features, and perceptual and
scenic qualities:

T

Prominent Sandstone Ridge outcrops are local landmarks
in views across the borough and beyond;

The steep wooded western slopes form a distinctive
contrast with the surrounding Cheshire Plain;

Distinctive landform unifies the character area;

The sandstone fringe is important to the setting of the
Sandstone Ridge;

Contrast of the sense of enclosure created by the dense
woodland and the open panoramic views from the
Sandstone Ridge;

Prominent, distinctive, simple skyline and rolling outline of
the wooded hills add texture, variety and interest to the
landscape;

Sandstone walls are characteristic features within the
Sandstone Ridge landscape;
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Spectacular panoramic views from the ridge to very
distant horizons, in particular across the Cheshire Plain
west to the hills of North Wales;

The character area is visible from extensive areas of the
borough and beyond making the ridge visually sensitive;
and

Woodland helps to mitigate visual impacts, for example due
to walkers using the Sandstone Trail.

The CE LLD Review identifies the following valued landscape
features:

T

The dramatic ridge landform, rising abruptly above the
surrounding flat farmland which provides a strong sense of
place and orientation within the wider landscape and
creates an undeveloped, wooded skyline;

The densely wooded slopes create strong contrasts in the
context of the predominantly flat and open plain. Large
areas of birch and oak woodland (including Ancient
Woodland) provide natural heritage value and landscape
character on the tops and upper slopes of the ridge,
including Peckforton Woods SSSI and LWS and Bulkeley
Hill LWS;

The relative lack of settlement, with sparsely arranged
individual dwellings and farmsteads of relatively small-
scale, historic architecture and many of which are
constructed of local sandstone reflecting the local geology
and creating a strong sense of place.

Popular trails and walking routes including the Sandstone
Trail which are valued for recreation and health benefits;
Panoramic long distance views from the ridgeline summits
over the Cheshire Plain and beyond provide a rare
opportunity to appreciate the surrounding landscape of this
part of Cheshire East. Viewpoints at Maiden Castle and
Kittyds Stone are popul ar w
Sense of exposure on the ridgetop which contrasts with the
enclosed character experienced along the narrow lanes
and in dense wooded areas.

The field survey also identified the following factors:

T

From lower-lying areas in quite close proximity to this EA,
the appreciation of the highly distinctive landform with
prominent Sandstone Ridge outcrops and dense
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woodlands, with views of the Castle above, provide a highly
scenic composition; and

1 This EA forms an important southern part of the southern
Sandstone Ridge and has a very strong sense of place.
Although this is physically separated from all other areas of
the Sandstone Ridge LCT, there is visual connection
between them. With many designated archaeological sites
and historic buildings, there is also a strong cultural
association with other parts of the ridge.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

1 With some relatively large areas of Ancient Woodland and
sandstone exposures at Raw Head, the EA exhibits a
relatively strong sense of remoteness and wildness,
contrasting with the surroundings agricultural landscape.

Relative tranquility

The CWaC and CE LLD studies study note:

1 Relative tranquillity away from main roads and popular
visitor spots; and

1 Remote and tranquil perceptual qualities, with a strong
naturalistic and historic character which provide a sense of
escape for many people including those living in nearby
urban areas.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character assessments identify the following
natural and physical qualities:

1 The southern end of the ridge at the Raw Head
escarpment is the highest and steepest, rising to 227m at
Bickerton Hill, partially clothed in woodland;

1 The Helsby Sandstones produce well drained sandy and
coarse loamy soils (known as brown sands) that support a
mixture of arable and pastoral farmland, with woodland
including ancient oaks on steep slopes;

1 The Tarporley Siltstones give rise to coarse loamy soils
that support a greater proportion of arable farmland;

1 The densely wooded slopes create strong contrasts in the
context of the predominantly flat and open plain. Large
areas of birch and oak woodland (including Ancient
Woodland) provide natural heritage value and landscape
character on the tops and upper slopes of the ridge,
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including Peckforton Woods SSSI and LWS and Bulkeley
Hill LWS.

A number of field ponds on the ridge provide important
wetland habitats and are UK priority habitats;

Distinctive field pattern with intact hedgerow network
(including ancient species rich hedgerows) with mature oak
trees around Higher Burwardsley towards the western edge
of the ridge, enclosed during the 19th century; some
hedges have been removed but trees remain giving a
parkland-like appearance;

Medieval and later field systems survived 18th and 19th
century improvements in the southern part of the area, but
modern field enlargement has significantly changed their
character with the complete loss of hedgerows and
hedgerow trees replaced with roadside post and wire
fencing providing a distinctive, exposed, elevated
landscape;

Former sandstone quarries and outcrops that produce
texture and nature conservation interest, for example at
Raw Head;

Scarp slopes around Higher Burwardsley and Raw Head
are designated as a RIGS.

The LLD studies also identify the following features:

T

T

The poor soils of the ridge are cloaked with woodland and
some of the steeper slopes have been continuously
wooded for many hundreds of years and are designated as
Ancient Woodland (and SSSI or LWS). Areas of remnant
lowland heathland (BAP priority habitat) are also found in
open areas;

Ancient Woodland, including Pennsylvania Wood, Broxton
Wood, Barnhill Wood and Burwardsley Wood;

LWS;

Raw Head escarpment is of national importance for its
sandstone exposures and is a
geological/geomorphological SSSI; and

RIGGS e.g. Hether Wood and Raw Head.

The field survey also identified the following factor:

T

When appreciated from the lower-lying landscape, the
ridge is a particularly distinctive and impressive
physiographic feature that clothed in dense woodland,
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significantly contributes to the experience of Natural
Beauty.

Cultural heritage

The landscape character assessments and LLD studies identify
the following cultural features:

T

Late (early 19th century) enclosure by private agreement
and Parliamentary Act gives a distinctive regular,
geometric, small to medium-scale field pattern;

Post medieval agricultural improvement replaced areas of
irregular enclosure or enclosed open field arable land, with
larger fields and thus fewer hedgerows and hedgerow
trees, probably related to the consolidation and
improvement of landholdings belonging to the nearby
Bolesworth and Peckforton Estates;

Ancient sunken lanes bordered by hedges;

There are a relatively large number of visitors due to the
recreational opportunities provided by footpaths including
the Sandstone Trail long distance recreational footpath;
Sparsely arranged individual dwellings and farmsteads of
relatively small-scale, historic architecture and many of
which are constructed of local sandstone reflecting the
local geology;

Local sandstone/red brick farmhouses and barns with
Welsh slate roofs, some of which are listed:;

In CE, the landscape contains a number of features from
various eras of history including the 19th century
Peckforton Castle (Grade 1)
possible prehistoric cave shelter and former home of an
18th century recluse. Peckforton Conservation Area is a
17th century estate village with historic houses of a red
brick or black and white timber framed vernacular, with
distinctive burgundy painted window frames;

In CWaC, an historic pattern of dispersed villages
(Burwardsley, Fullers Moor) on or adjacent to former
commons, contrasts with nucleated villages (e.g. Harthill)
which display through the architecture of their buildings
(often listed) the influence of the Tollemache and
Bolesworth estates. In CWaC, a number of timber framed
buildings such as the Grade Il listed farm buildings at
Grigg Hill Farm; and

The Pheasant Inn at Higher Burwardsley is a popular visitor
destination.
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Summary evaluation T overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

With all of the EA designated as an ASCV/LLD, the Peckforton and Higher Burwardsley
LCAs form a prominent and important part of the Sandstone Ridge. The highly distinctive
landform with its prominent sandstone outcrops clothed in dense woodlands, and views
of Peckforton Castle above, provide a highly scenic composition that significantly
contributes to the experience of Natural Beauty. There are very few incongruous elements
and with a wealth of natural, cultural and perceptual qualities, the EA provides a very
important contribution to the Natural Beauty of the surrounding lower-lying landscape.
The enjoyment of spectacular panoramic views across the flat plains to distant hills also
underpin a very strong sense of Natural Beauty, as does a relatively high degree of
wildness and tranquillity. As the landscape of this EA is considered to be outstanding, it
is recommended that this EA should form part of the Candidate Area for designation.
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Figure 8 Images associated with Table 7 Evaluation Area 5 : EA5: Peckforton and
Higher Burwardsley LCAs 1 Sandstone Ridge LCT . This figure is prepared by D.
Harman 2025 Natural England under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for public
sector information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty

42.Distinctivegeomorphologyof heavily 43. Heavily wooded ridge slopes from the
woodedridge east

44.PeckfortonCastlefrom the east 45, Distinctivepattern of ridgetopfarmland
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46. Extensiveviewsto east 47 . Extensiveviewsto west

48. Woodedeasternslopes 49. Sandstone steps along footpath througt
Ancient Woodland
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Table 8 Evaluation Area 6

Table 8 describes the evaluation area 6 including subheading Landscape context as well
as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 8 (appendix)

This EA forms the most southerly part of the Sandstone Ridge that is located prominently
above the surrounding plain and is visually one of the most distinctive landmarks in the
Cheshire landscape. It comprises of a spine running roughly north-south from Helsby
through Tarporley and on to Duckington for some 30 km, emerging and dropping back
down into the plain as a series of scarps and sandstone outcrops. Helsby Hill and Beeston
Crag are prominent isolated outliers. There are overlapping characteristics with the
Sandstone Fringe character type, but the visual and topographic differences set it apart
from this more intermediate landscape.

The Larkton Hill/Hether Wood LCA is the most southerly of the prominent Sandstone
Ridge character areas, separated from the Higher Burwardsley LCA by a narrow strip of
lower sandstone fringe through which the A534 passes. The Larkton Hill/Hether Wood
LCA straddles the borough boundary between Cheshire West and Chester and Cheshire
East. It extends from Bickerton Hill in the north (in Cheshire East) to Hether Wood, north
of Duckington, in the south. The boundaries are defined primarily by geology and
topography.

As the adjoining Maiden Castle LCA (as identified in the CE landscape character
assessment) and the Larkton Hill and Hether Wood LCA (as identified in the CWaC
landscape character assessment) effectively form the same area of Sandstone Ridge
LCT, these LCAs have been amalgamated into one unit. The EA also forms part of the
Beeston/Peckforton/Bolesworth ASCV, and in Cheshire East, the Peckforton and
Bickerton Hills LLD. The Beeston- Duckington Sandstone Fringe LCAs (EA8 and EA9)
form a surrounding lower-lying setting, with the Peckforton and Higher Burwardsley
LCAs (EA5S) located further to the north.

The key characteristics of the Larkton Hill/Hether Wood Sandstone Ridge LCA are:

9 Outcrop of Triassic sandstone forming a prominent ridge reaching approximately
200m at Maiden Castle;

1 Steep west and south facing slopes support dense woodland, in particular birch
woodland and heathland on the poorer brown sandy soils, such as Hether Wood,;

1 Other woodland belts are much younger, having regenerated naturally on former
heath or grassland,;

1 Late (early 19th century) enclosure by private agreement and Parliamentary
Act gives a distinctive regular, geometric, small to medium-scale field pattern;
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Contrasting post medieval agricultural improvement with larger fields and fewer
hedgerows and hedgerow trees;

Contrast in scale and enclosure from the totally enclosed woodland to the open
heathland on the higher ground and ridges;

SSSI covers most of the character area and is designated for its heathland
communities and assemblage of reptiles;

Small sandstone quarries are features, the stone being used in local buildings,
field boundaries and alongside sunken lanes;

Low density of settlement limited to a small number of dispersed farms with large
detached farmhouses and clusters of outbuildings on the lower slopes; farm
buildings are typically constructed from red brick with Welsh slate roofs;

Sunken lanes provide access around the ridge, responding to landform;

The 0Sanrd satind aang the top of the ridge from north to south, and a
number of other public rights of way cross the ridge;

Late Bronze Age/lron Age promontory hillfort and Scheduled Monument at Maiden
Castle at the southern end of the ridge, owned by the National Trust;

Spectacular panoramic views from the ridge to very distant horizons, in particular
to the hills of North Wales to the west and the Shropshire Hills to the south; and
Locally designated as an ASCV recognising its landscape and scenic quality and
its historic, archaeological and ecological importance.

The key characteristics of the Maiden Castle LCA are:

Elevated Sandstone Ridge which forms a distinctive landmark, with steep slopes,
outcrops and upstanding bluffs;

Underlying bedrock comprises the Helsby Sandstone Formation and is generally
overlain by free-draining brown earths and brown sands;

The ridge has a high density of woodland compared with the rest of Cheshire;
Farmland is mostly post-medieval small to medium-scale regular fields used for a
mixture of pastoral grazing and fodder crop growing. Fields are divided by post
and wire fences, hedges and woodland;

Nationally important lowland heath habitats including Bickerton Hill SSSI which at
120 hectares comprises half of the remaining heath in Cheshire. This area is
undergoing restoration by the National Trust to improve the habitat resource for
rare reptiles, invertebrates and birds;

The Iron Age hill fort of Maiden Castle is located on a promontory of Bickerton Hill
and is designated as a Scheduled Monument;

Settlement on the ridge is limited to low-density dispersed farms, with sandstone
buildings and boundary walls. Roads are limited to narrow, winding and often
sunken lanes;

The Sandstone Trail crosses the ridge and is linked to a number of other
footpaths. National Cycle Route 45 also provides access to the ridge. Open
access land at Maiden Castle is popular with walkers and horse riders;
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1 Spectacular long distance views across Cheshire and beyond into North Wales,
the Peak District and Merseyside;

1 The ridge itself forms a focal point in views, rising up from the adjacent low-lying
farmland; and

1 There are remote and exposed qualities on top of the ridge due to the elevation,
large fields and lack of significant settlement. Elsewhere, there is a strong sense
of enclosure due to the dense woodland coverage and narrow sunken lanes.

Criteria Analysis

Landscape quality With regard to landscape condition, the CWaC landscape
character assessment notes that this LCA is in active agricultural
and conservation use with heathland vegetation actively
managed by the National Trust. Farmland including field
boundaries and roadside hedges on the lower slopes appear to
be well maintained and in good condition.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016), the CwaC
landscape character assessment notes:

1 Loss of heathland and open grasslands where woodland
has been allowed to naturally regenerate;

1 Active management of heathland by the National Trust is
an example of positive change;

1 Some of the footpaths are poorly drained;

1 Gardens associated with built development have
introduced some exotic and garden species into the
landscape;

1 Some pressure for incremental housing on the lower
slopes;

1 Erosion of built environment character and increased
suburbanisation through development and
standardisation/upgrading of lanes, including signage;

1 Pressure for communication masts and other tall structures
such as wind turbines; and

1 Pressure for small-scale recreation-related development
along the Sandstone Trail and other walks, with the
possible erosion of the soft sandstone, fragmentation of
habitats and loss of tranquillity.

The CE landscape character assessment identifies the following
forces for change (at 2018):
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9 Visitor pressure at certain locations, particularly along the
Sandstone Trail. This may lead to loss of tranquillity, loss
or fragmentation of habitats, erosion of road verges, visual
intrusion of car-parks or stationary vehicles and demand
for additional facilities;

1 Increased demand for visitor facilities such as holiday
cottages and car parking facilities;

1 Changes in farming including pressure to diversify and
changing patterns of land ownership. The purchase of
agricultural holdings by non-farmers is becoming a
significant force for change, resulting in conversion of
farmhouses and farm buildings and changes in farm use;

1 Changes in woodland composition as new
pests/diseases spread (particularly phytopthora
pathogens and ash die-back) which may lead to large-
scale felling. On-going decline in traditional woodland
management practices may lead to under-management of
farm woodlands, over maturity of trees and neglect of
hedgerows and hedgerow trees;

1 The relaxation of traditional grazing practices and resultant
spread of scrub and trees has resulted in a reduction and
deterioration of heathland;

1 Dilution of field patterns due to decline in hedgerow
management and disrepair of drystone walls, with resulting
increase in use of fencing;

1 Erosion of built environment character through incremental
development which may lead to loss of historic buildings
and vernacular character; the suburbanisation of rural
properties and their curtilage; pressure for expansion of
existing settlement, ribbon development and in-fill;

1 Standardisation of roads with potential upgrading of
characterful lanes and minor roads leading to increasingly
suburban character of the countryside; and

1 Horsiculture leading to the introduction of ranch style
fencing and associated structures.

The field survey identified:

1 Any issues affect landscape quality are generally very
localised and overall, the generally high landscape quality
provides a significant contribution to experience of Natural
Beauty; and
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T

This EA represents a unique landscape character type in
Cheshire and is relatively rare in a national context. Being
in very good condition, it is also an excellent example of a
Sandstone Ridge landscape.

Scenic quality

The CWaC LLD study and landscape character assessment
identify the following distinctive features, and perceptual and
scenic qualities:

l

Prominent Sandstone Ridge outcrops are local landmarks
in views across the borough and beyond,;

The steep wooded western slopes form a distinctive
contrast with the surrounding Cheshire Plain;

The sandstone fringe is important to the setting of the
ridge, for example where the A534 passes between Higher
Burwardsley and Larkton Hill/Hether Wood;

Contrast of the sense of enclosure created by the dense
woodland and the open panoramic views from the
Sandstone Ridge;

Prominent, distinctive, simple skyline and rolling outline of
the wooded hills add texture, variety and interest to the
landscape;

Sandstone walls are characteristic features within the
Sandstone Ridge landscape;

Distinctive ridgeline landform unifies the character area;
Panoramic views from the ridge to very distant horizons, in
particular across the Cheshire Plain to the hills of North
Wales to the west and the Shropshire Hills to the south;
The character area is visible from extensive areas of the
borough and beyond making the ridge visually sensitive;
and

Woodland helps to mitigate visual impacts, for example
due to walkers using the Sandstone Trail.

The CE LLD Review identifies the following valued landscape
features:

T

T

The backdrop of dramatic ridge landform, rising abruptly
above the surrounding flat farmland which provides a
strong sense of place and orientation within the wider
landscape and creates an undeveloped, wooded skyline;
The densely wooded slopes create strong contrasts in the
context of the predominantly flat and open plain. Large
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areas of birch and oak woodland provide natural heritage
value and landscape character on the tops and upper
slopes of the ridge;

1 Important areas of heathland including Bickerton Hill SSSI,
which comprises half of the remaining lowland heath within
Cheshire. The heath gives a scenic quality to the
landscape as well as biodiversity and recreation value;

1 Nationally important heritage feature of Maiden Castle.
This attract many visitors to the area and give a strong
sense of time-depth to the landscape,;

1 The relative lack of settlement, with sparsely arranged
individual dwellings and farmsteads of relatively small-
scale, historic architecture and many of which are
constructed of local sandstone reflecting the local geology
and creating a strong sense of place;

1 Popular trails and walking routes including the Sandstone
Trail which are valued for recreation and health benefits;

1 Panoramic long distance views from the ridgeline summits
over the Cheshire Plain and beyond provide a rare
opportunity to appreciate the surrounding landscape of this
part of Cheshire East. Viewpoints at Maiden Castle and
Kittybés Stone are popular W

1 Sense of exposure on the ridgetop which contrasts with the
enclosed character experienced along the narrow lanes
and in dense wooded areas.

The field survey also identified the following factors:

1 From lower-lying areas in quite close proximity to this EA,
the appreciation of the highly distinctive landform with
prominent Sandstone Ridge outcrops and dense
woodlands provide a highly scenic composition; and

1 This EA forms an important southern part of the southern
Sandstone Ridge and has a very strong sense of place.
Although this is physically separated from all other areas
of the Sandstone Ridge LCT, there is good visual
connection between them. With the promontory hillfort of
Maiden Castle, there is also a strong cultural association
with other parts of the ridge.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

1 With relatively large areas of birch woodland, open
heathland habitat on Bickerton Hill and SSSI covering
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most of the Larkton Hill and Hether Wood LCA, the EA
exhibits a relatively strong sense of remoteness and
wildness, contrasting with the surroundings agricultural
landscape.

Relative tranquility

The CWaC and CE LLD studies note:

T

l

Relative tranquillity away from main roads and popular
visitor spots; and

Remote and tranquil perceptual qualities, with a strong
naturalistic and historic character which provide a sense of
escape for many people including those living in nearby
urban areas.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character assessments identify the following
natural and physical qualities:

T

The western and south facing wooded slopes of the ridge
are the steepest and most distinctive, rising to 193m at
Bickerton Hill;

The poor soils of the ridge are cloaked with woodland and
some of the steeper slopes have been continuously
wooded for many hundreds of years;

The Helsby Sandstones produce well drained sandy soils
(known as brown sands) that support a mixture of arable
and pastoral farmland, with birch woodland and heathland;
The Tarporley Siltstones give rise to coarse loamy soils
that support a greater proportion of arable farmland on the
lower slopes;

Important areas of heathland including Bickerton Hill SSSI,
which comprises half of the remaining lowland heath within
Cheshire. The heath gives a scenic quality to the
landscape as well as biodiversity and recreation value;
Contrast in scale and enclosure from the totally enclosed
woodland to the open heathland with ling, wavy hair-grass
and gorse on the higher ground and ridges;

Much of the open heathland habitat supports assemblages
of reptiles and is designated as an SSSI,

Former sandstone quarries and outcrops that produce
texture and nature conservation interest; and

Southern scarp slope around Hether Wood is designated
as a RIGS.
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The field survey also identified the following factor:

l

When appreciated from the lower-lying landscape, the
ridge is a particularly distinctive and impressive
physiographic feature that clothed in dense woodland,
significantly contributes to the experience of Natural
Beauty.

Cultural heritage

The landscape character assessments and LLD studies identify
the following cultural features:

T

Late (early 19th century) enclosure by private agreement
and Parliamentary Act gives a distinctive regular,
geometric, small to medium-scale fieldscape;

Post medieval agricultural improvement replaced areas of
irregular enclosure or enclosed open field arable land, with
larger fields and thus fewer hedgerows and hedgerow
trees, probably related to the consolidation and
improvement of landholdings belonging to the nearby
Cholmondeley and Bolesworth Estates;

Late Bronze Age/lron Age promontory hillfort at Maiden
Castle, owned by the National Trust, is a Scheduled
Monument situated within bracken and heathland on the
edge of a cliff with its outer edge protected by a double line
of ramparts;

Industrial archaeology is also evident within the
landscape, including a number of disused sandstone
guarries;

Ancient sunken lanes bordered by hedges;

Low density of settlement limited to a small number of
dispersed farms with large detached farmhouses and
ranges of outbuildings on the lower slopes;

Farm buildings are typically constructed from red brick with
Welsh slate roofs; and

There are a relatively large number of visitors due to the
recreational opportunities provided by footpaths including
the Sandstone Trail long distance recreational footpath.
There are two car parking areas within the Larkton Hill and
Hether Wood LCA.

Summary evaluation
evidence

T overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
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With all of the EA designated as an ASCV/LLD, the Maiden Castle, Larkton Hill and
Hether Wood LCAs form a prominent and important part at the southern end of the
Sandstone Ridge. This highly distinctive landform with prominent sandstone outcrops
clothed in dense woodlands with open heathland habitat on Bickerton Hill, provides a
highly scenic composition that significantly contributes to the experience of Natural
Beauty. There are very few incongruous elements and with a wealth of natural, cultural
and perceptual qualities, the EA provides a very important contribution to the Natural
Beauty of the surrounding lower-lying landscape. The enjoyment of spectacular
panoramic views from the late Bronze Age/lron Age promontory hillfort at Maiden Castle
across the Cheshire Plain to the hills of North Wales to the west and the Shropshire Hills
to the south, also underpin a very strong sense of Natural Beauty, as does a relatively
heigh degree of wildness and tranquillity. As the landscape of this EA is considered to be
outstanding, it is recommended that this EA should form part of the Candidate Area for
designation.
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Figure 9 Images associated with Table 8 Evaluation Area 6 : EA6 Maiden Castle,
Larkton Hill and Hether Wood LCAs: T Sandstone Ridge LCT . This figure is prepared
by D. Harman 2025 Natural England under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for
public sector information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty
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Table 9 Evaluation Area 7

Table 9 describes the evaluation area 7 including subheading Landscape context as well
as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 9 (appendix)

The Helsby to Tarporley Sandstone Fringe EA wraps around the western edge of the
Sandstone Ridge from Helsby in the north to Tarporley in the south, forming a
transitional landscape between the Sandstone Ridge and the Cheshire Plain West. This
Sandstone Fringe landscape is defined by its sandstone geology and intermediate
topography and continues to the south. A relatively small part of higher ground to the
east near Alvanley is locally designated as an ASCV in recognition of its landscape and
scenic quality and its historic, archaeological and ecological importance.

Separated by Undulating Enclosed Farmland (EA14) and Meres and Mosses (EA21), the
Frodsham, Helsby Hill and Eddisbury LCAs (EAs1-3) provide a containing backdrop to
this EA. To the east, the Dunham to Tarvin Plain and the Hargrave, Hoofield and
Beeston Plain LCAs (EA 10) provide a lower-lying setting.

The key characteristics of the Helsby to Tarporley Sandstone Fringe LCA are:

i Transitional zone between the prominent Sandstone Ridge and the low-lying
Cheshire Plain West forming a gently undulating landscape of intermediate
elevation (mostly between 35m and 90m AOD);

1 Underlying bedrock geology of Helsby and Wilmslow Sandstone Formations and
Tarporley Siltstone that has been weathered and overlain by glacio-fluvial sands
and gravels and till (boulder clay) deposits except along the western edge;

1 Steep, gorse-clad sandstone outcrops, for example overlooking the Dunham to
Tarvin Plain, with by disused quarries e.g. Manor Farm;

1 Other disused quarries where the underlying geology is not obscured by glacial
deposits, for example at Birch Heath Farm;

1 Geology gives rise to brown sands and earths which support a mixed agricultural
landscape of arable and grassland, with pasture dominating in the south, and
some small woodland and fragments of acid grassland;

1 Fruit farming towards the centre of the character area around Kelsall and
Willington;

1 Predominantly late 18th and early 19th century planned enclosure by private
agreement and Parliamentary Act;

1 Fields are typically irregular, small to medium in size and enclosed by hawthorn
hedges or low sandstone walls;
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The clayey soils have a low permeability and give rise to a number of water
bodies, including ponds, brooks and streams. Water filled marl pits are a reminder
of the past use of the boulder clay to fertilise fields;

A generally low level of woodland cover but containing a number of small scattered
woodland blocks, for example at Bentley Wood, Oxpasture Wood and Ash Wood,
small copses and riparian woodland along the course of narrow streams e.g.
Abbot 6s Clough Woodland along Moor 06s
Mature hedgerow trees are important landscape elements, contributing to the
overall tree cover,;

Some areas are designated as an ASCV recognising their landscape and scenic
quality and their historic, archaeological and ecological importance;

The settlement pattern is characterised by nucleated villages and scattered
hamlets and farms, constructed from combinations of sandstone and red brick, or
whitewashed sandstone walls and thatch are also a feature, linked by a network of
historic lanes, some sunken;

Nucleated village at Alvanley surrounded by distinctive small medieval townfields;
Larger villages such as Tarporley and Kelsall straddle the boundary where the
Sandstone Fringe meets the Sandstone Ridge;

Grand mansion houses, for example Manley Old Hall;

Although this area does not provide as many recreational opportunities as the
adjacent Sandstone Ridge it contains a number of public footpaths, including the
Longster Trail long distance recreational footpath and part of the Sandstone Trail
as it descends off the ridge; and

The adjacent Sandstone Ridge forms a backdrop to views across the Sandstone
Fringe.

Criteria Analysis

Landscape quality With regard to landscape condition, the CWaC landscape

character assessment notes that this LCA is in active agricultural
use and is managed accordingly. Although the hedgerow network
Is generally intact, there are some gaps in the network and some
over-mature hedgerow trees. Some of the sandstone boundary
walls are derelict, particularly alongside roads, and some
woodlands are not being actively managed. Horse grazed
pasture is also common in some areas.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016), the CWaC
landscape character assessment notes:

1 Kelsall has seen recent residential development;
1 Some more modern residential dwellings are scattered
along the minor roads;
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Absence of large-scale visually intrusive built elements
except for pylon line that descends Alvanley Cliff and
crosses the landscape;

Limited boundary management and some evidence of
decline and degradation in hedgerow boundaries as well
as over-mature hedgerow trees;

Sandstone walls, often forming part of hedgerow
boundaries or alongside roads, are also in a declining
state of repair;

A shift from grassland to crops, fallow and set-aside and a
general reduction in the number of farm units,
accompanied by an increase in the proportion of larger
holdings;

Growth of potatoes and maize in traditionally pastoral
areas resulting in soil erosion as a result of exposure of
bare soil;

Farm diversification and an increase in paddocks/horse
grazing with accompanying ranch style fencing, decline in
sward structure and introduction of ancillary buildings,
clutter and hardstanding;

Loss of orchards 1 in the past nearly all farms would have
had an orchard;

Decline in thatched buildings;

Pressure for residential development, particularly on the
edges of the larger villages such as Kelsall and Tarporley,
but also Utkinton and Mouldsworth;

Pressure for holiday chalets;

Likelihood of conversion of farm buildings for residential,
business or industrial use, with erection of modern portal
sheds to replace the lost space;

Erosion of built environment character and increased
suburbanisation through development and
standardisation/upgrading of main roads, including
signage and screen planting;

Pressure for telecommunication masts and other tall
structures such as wind turbines;

Visitor pressure with small-scale recreation-related
development along the Sandstone Trail and other walks,
with the possible erosion of the soft sandstone,
fragmentation of habitats and loss of tranquillity; and

The a r e bbd@tion in The Mersey Forest indicates that
there is likely to be additional tree planting in this area. The
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Forest Plan is aiming for a woodland cover of 20-30% in
this area.

The field survey identified:

1 To the north-east of the EA, piecemeal built development
on lower slopes including a breakers/scrap yard and a
caravan park, notably detract from landscape quality over
a relatively large area;

1 To the north of Kelsall, an incongruous pattern of leylandii
hedged enclosures and close mown grassland detracts
from local landscape quality; and

91 This EA represents a unique landscape character type in
Cheshire and is relatively rare in a national context. In
considering the above issues that affect landscape quality
however, it is not considered to be the best example.

Scenic quality The landscape character assessment identify the following
distinctive features, and perceptual and scenic qualities:

1 Semi-enclosed landscape comprising a simple
combination of farmland and woodland set against the
backdrop of the Sandstone Ridge;

1 The low sandstone walls associated with hedgerows or
alongside roads contribute colour and texture to the
landscape;

1 The gently undulating topography within the transitional
area between the Sandstone Ridge and the low-lying
Cheshire Plain West unifies the character area;

1 A landscape of strong contrasts i some areas enclosed
with a small-scale, verdant character, and other open
elevated areas with extensive panoramic views with rural
views to the east across the fringe to the adjacent
Sandstone Ridge and westwards across the Cheshire
plain in particular from the Sandstone Trail, and views from
the Sandstone Ridge over the fringe;

1 The position of this landscape character area in the
shadow of part of the Sandstone Ridge means it is not as
visually prominent as the ridge itself. However, the
undulating topography allows opportunities for views
across the landscape of the Helsby to Tarporley
Sandstone Fringe. There is some settlement in this
landscape (indicating the presence of sensitive residential
receptors) and, although recreational use of the landscape
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is relatively low, there are views from the Sandstone Ridge
across this landscape character area. The LCA is also
visible from the Cheshire Plain West, to the west; and
Although there is a relative absence of woodland cover, the
presence of undulating topography and hedgerow trees
means there is some potential for mitigating visual impact
without the mitigation measures in themselves having an
adverse effect on the character of the landscape.

The field survey identified the following factors:

T

A complex landform at Ashton Brook/tributaries with small
ponds and mixed woodlands notably contribute to the
scenic quality of the local landscape; and

Willington Hall, an extensive designed landscape at
transition between the Fringe and Plain LCTs, notably
contributes to the scenic quality of the local landscape.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

T

With most of the EA subject to agricultural management
with an absence of large areas of semi- natural habitat, the
sense of relative wildness is minimal.

Relative tranquility

The landscape character assessment notes:

l

Generally quiet and rural character.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
natural and physical qualities:

T

Gently undulating landscape, the majority of which has an
extensive covering of more recent drift deposits of glacial
till (boulder clay) and glacio-fluvial sands and gravels
(unlike the neighbouring Sandstone Ridge);

Western edges are free of drift deposits where quarries
indicate the presence of sandstone bedrock;

Some exposed Helsby Sandstone Formations are
designated RIGS for their geological interest;

The network of hawthorn hedges and low sandstone walls
that create a strong field pattern;

The small to medium sized fields, particularly those dating
to the medieval period or earlier which provide historic
continuity in the landscape;
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Remnant fragments of acid grassland on the sandy soils
that are of nature conservation value;

The field ponds (previous marl pits), brooks and streams
that are of importance for biodiversity as well as being
landscape features in their own right and contributing to
the diversity of the landscape;

The mature hedgerow trees, small scattered woodland
blocks, copses and riparian woodland that are valuable
landscape features in a landscape with generally low
woodland cover; and

Ancient Woodland of nature conservation importance,
which is limited in number and extent, increasing its
importance on the Sandstone Fringe.

Cultural heritage

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
cultural features:

T

Distinctive landscape setting around the historic nucleated
village of Alvanley formed by enclosed medieval townfields
visible as small-scale field divisions. Alvanley is a
Conservation Area recognised for its historic and
architectural value, with a number of Listed Buildings
including Alvanley Hall;

Predominantly late 18th and early 19th century planned
enclosure by private agreement and Parliamentary Act
attest to the final enclosure of the small remaining
fragments of township commons, which had survived
enclosure in the preceding centuries;

The mix of medieval and post medieval field patterns
including ancient field systems which are defined by
relatively small-scale, irregular field units as seen around
Crabtree Farm and alongside Chester Road, and larger
fields such as those around Alvanley Hall and Manley Old
Hall;

Fruit farms growing apples and summer fruits located
around Kelsall and Willington;

The presence of the Longster Trail and the Sandstone
Trail long distance recreational footpaths which bring
recreational users to the area;

The settlement pattern of nucleated villages and scattered
hamlets and farmsteads, and a number of halls including
Alvanley Hall and Manley Hall, linked by a network of rural
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lanes and minor roads which maintain the rural character
of the landscape;

1 Buildings are typically constructed from red brick,
sandstone or a combination of the two, or are
whitewashed. Sandstone/red brick barns and low
sandstone walls are a particular feature; and

1 The rural settings of villages that straddle the boundary
where the Sandstone Fringe meets the Sandstone Ridge,
such as Tarporley, Utkinton and Kelsall.

Summary evaluation 1 overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

Although this EA exhibits a relatively strong rural character with some areas of good
scenic quality, the extent of natural and cultural designated interests are localised,
particularly those of national importance, and in most cases, their influence on the wider
contribution to Natural Beauty is limited. Across relatively large parts of the EA,
landscape quality is often eroded by issues such as modern/suburban residential
dwellings scattered along minor roads, farm diversification and an increase in
paddocks/horse grazing with accompanying ranch style fencing, decline in sward
structure and introduction of ancillary buildings, clutter and hardstanding. As no parts of
the landscape are considered to be outstanding, it is recommended that the EA should
not form part of the Candidate Area for designation. This is reinforced by the proposed
Candidate Area exclusion of the adjacent Sandstone Ridge EAs.
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Figure 10 Images associated with Table 9 Evaluation Area 7: EA7: Helsbuy to
Tarporley LCA T Sandstone Ridge LCT. This figure is prepared by D. Harman 2025
Natural England under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for public sector
information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty and conversely, incongruous elements and land uses that
detract from it.

55. Distinctiveundulatingpastoralfarmland 56.Gentlyundulatingrural farmland
with maturetrees

. 4 - e ——

57.Impactof built development 58. Proliferationof horsepaddocks

59.Impactof conifernurseries 60.Decliningandscapejualityandscattered
built development

Page 111 of 280 NECR692 Cheshire AONB Designation Project Natural Beauty
Assessment



Table 10 Evaluation Area 8

Table 10 describes the evaluation area 8 including subheading Landscape context as well
as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 10 (appendix)

The Beeston to Duckington Sandstone LCA wraps around the western edge of the
Sandstone Ridge from Beeston in the north to Duckington in the south, forming a
transitional landscape between the Sandstone Ridge and the Cheshire Plain West. This
Sandstone Fringe landscape is defined by its sandstone geology and intermediate
topography. Apart from several fields along the western boundary, all of the EA is locally
designated as an ASCYV in recognition of its landscape and scenic quality and its historic,
archaeological and ecological importance.

To the east, the Sandstone Ridge LCAs of Beeston Crag, Peckforton and Higher
Burwardsley and Maiden Castle, Larkton Hill and Hether Wood (EAs 4-6) form a
prominent containing backdrop, and to the west, the Tattenhall to Shocklach Plain LCA
(EA11) forms a lower-lying setting.

The key characteristics of the Beeston to Duckington Sandstone Fringe LCA are:

A Transitional zone between the prominent Sandstone Ridge and the low-lying
Cheshire Plain West forming an undulating, in parts complex landscape of
intermediate elevation between 40m AOD in the north and rising to 155m in the
south;

A Underlying bedrock geology of Wilmslow Sandstone Formations and Tarporley
Siltstone that has been weathered and overlain by glacio-fluvial sands and gravels
and till (boulder clay) deposits except along the western edge;

A Steep sandstone outcrops, for example overlooking the Tattenhall to Shocklach Plain,

marked by disused quarries

e.g. west of Harthill;

A Other disused quarries mark places where the underlying geology is not obscured by
glacial deposits, for example south of Broxton;

A Geology gives rise to brown sands and earths which support a mixed agricultural
landscape of arable and pasture;

A Predominantly late 18th and early 19th century planned enclosure by private
agreement and Parliamentary Act;

A Fields are typically irregular, small to medium in size and enclosed by hawthorn
hedges or low sandstone walls;

A Larger fields with trimmed hedges on shallower land support an increasing amount of
arable crops, with an increase in landscape scale;

-
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A A greater covering of woodland than in the Helsby to Tarporley Sandstone Fringe, on
the west facing slopes with small and medium sized copses and plantations and
larger woodland including Ancient Woodland such as Pennsylvania Wood ;

A Woodland blocks provide a very strong visual image;

A Complex landform around the A534 which passes east-west through the area, with
prominent ridges, hidden valleys and high hedges flanking a network of narrow
sunken lanes;

A Township commons and areas of open heath divided and interspersed with small
holdings and a complex pattern of roads, for example at Brown Knowl and Fullers
Moor;

A The clayey soils have a low permeability and give rise to a number of water bodies,
including ponds (some used for fishing), brooks and streams. Water filled marl pits are
a reminder of the past use of the boulder clay to fertilise fields;

A Designated as an ASCV recognising the landscape and scenic quality and the
historic, archaeological and ecological importance;

A The settlement pattern is characterised by nucleated villages and scattered hamlets,
farms and cottages, constructed from combinations of sandstone and red brick, or
whitewashed sandstone walls and some thatch and timber framed cottages are also a
feature, linked by a network of historic lanes, some sunken;

A Nucleated villages and hamlets at Burwardsley, Brown Knowl and Harthill, with
smaller hamlets such as Harthill grand mansion houses, for example Bolesworth Hall,
Grade II* listed;

A Numerous archaeological and historic sites, including prehistoric barrows, Bolesworth
Castle, Harthill Conservation Area and the remains of WWII searchlight batteries;

A Although this area does not provide as many recreational opportunities as the adjacent
Sandstone Ridge it contains a number of public rights of way, including the Eddisbury
Way long distance recreational footpath which links to the Sandstone Trail as it
ascends the ridge at Higher Burwardsley; and fishing ponds;

A The adjacent Sandstone Ridge, including Beeston Castle and hillfort on the
distinctive Beeston Crag, Peckforton Castle (in Cheshire East) and Maiden Castle,
forms a backdrop to views across the Sandstone Fringe; and

A Extensive views from open elevated viewpoints to the hills of North Wales in the west
and the Shropshire Hills to the south.

Criteria Analysis

Landscape quality With regard to landscape condition, the CWaC landscape
character assessment notes that this LCA is in active agricultural
use and is managed for these land uses. Although the hedgerow
network is generally intact, there are some gaps in the network
and some over-mature hedgerow trees. Some of the sandstone
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boundary walls are broken, particularly alongside roads, and
some woodlands are not being actively managed. However,
some woodland has been replanted and now comprises even-
aged oak, beech, sycamore and larch.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016), the CwaC
landscape character assessment notes:

A

>

Limited boundary management and some evidence of
decline and degradation in hedgerow boundaries as well as
over-mature hedgerow trees;

Sandstone walls, often forming part of hedgerow
boundaries or alongside roads, are also in a declining state
of repair;

A shift from grassland to arable crops and a general
reduction in the number of farm units, accompanied by an
increase in field size and in the proportion of larger holdings;
Decline in thatched buildings;

Pressure for residential development, particularly on the
edges of the larger villages such as Burwardsley and
Brown Knowl;

Some more modern residential dwellings are also scattered
along the minor roads at low density;

Pressure for holiday chalets;

Likelihood of conversion of farm buildings for residential,
business or industrial use, with erection of modern portal
sheds to replace the lost space;

Erosion of built environment character and increased
suburbanisation through development and
standardisation/upgrading of roads, including signage and
screen planting;

Pressure for communication masts and other tall structures
such as wind turbines, given the elevated topography and
wind speeds;

Visitor pressure with small-scale recreation-related
development along the Eddisbury Way leading to/from the
Sandstone Trail long distance footpath and other walks, with
the possible erosion of the soft sandstone, fragmentation of
habitats and loss of tranquillity; and

Increase in fishing bringing more visitors and associated
signage, car parking etc.

The field survey identified:
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A An absence of large-scale visually intrusive built
development, and other incongruous elements and land use;
and

A This EA represents a unique landscape character type in
Cheshire and is relatively rare in a national context. In
considering the above issues that locally affect landscape
quality, it is considered to be a very good example.

Scenic quality

The CWaC LLD study and landscape character assessment
identify the following distinctive features, and perceptual and
scenic qualities:

A Semi-enclosed landscape comprising a simple combination
of farmland and woodland set against the backdrop of the
Sandstone Ridge;

A The wooded western slopes form a distinctive contrast with
the surrounding Cheshire Plain;

A The sandstone fringe is important to the setting of the ridge,
for example where the A534 passes between Higher
Burwardsley and Larkton Hill/Hether Wood;

A The low sandstone walls associated with hedgerows or
alongside roads contribute colour and texture to the
landscape;

A A landscape of strong contrasts - the open, gently undulating
topography and larger arable fields in the north and south ,
and the more complex, enclosed, small-scale verdant
landscape of hidden valleys and prominent ridges to the west;

A Woodland blocks provide a strong visual image;

A The rolling outline of the wooded hills and ridges add texture,
variety and interest to the landscape;

A The adjacent Sandstone Ridge, including Beeston Castle and
hillfort on the distinctive Beeston Crag outcrop, Peckforton
Castle (in Cheshire East) and Maiden Castle, forms a
backdrop to views across the Sandstone Fringe;

A Extensive views from open elevated viewpoints to the hills of
North Wales in the west and the Shropshire Hills to the south;
and

A The position of this landscape character area in the shadow
of part of the Sandstone Ridge means it is not as visually
prominent as the ridge itself. However, the undulating
topography allows opportunities for views across the
landscape of the Beeston to Duckington Sandstone Fringe.
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The LCA is also visible from the Cheshire Plain West, to the
west.

The field survey identified the following factors:

1 In southern and central parts, a composition of Ancient
Woodlands and irregular field patterns on a distinctive
rolling landform significantly contributes to the scenic
quality of the EA; and

1 From open parts of the EA, the prominent landform of the
heavily wooded ridge provides a very important backdrop
and landscape setting to this lower-lying landscape and as
such, it makes a particularly valuable contribution to the
scenic quality and associated appreciation of Natural
Beauty.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

1 With most of the EA subject to agricultural management,
the sense of relative wildness is generally minimal although
a composition of Ancient Woodlands contribute to semi-
natural character in their locality.

Relative tranquility

The LLD study and landscape character assessment note:

1 Generally quiet and rural character; and
1 Relative tranquillity away from main roads and popular
visitor spots.

Natural heritage
features

The CWaC LLD study and landscape character identify the
following natural and physical qualities:

1 Undulating, in part complex landscape, the majority of
which has an extensive covering of more recent drift
deposits of glacial till (boulder clay) and glacio-fluvial
sands and gravels (unlike the neighbouring Sandstone
Ridge);

1 Western edges are free of drift deposits where quarries
indicate the presence of sandstone bedrock;

1 More gently undulating in the north around Beeston, rising
to around 60m AOD, with steep, exposed Wilmslow
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Sandstone outcrops with hidden valleys and prominent
ridges to the west and south rising to 155m;

1 The typically irregular, medium sized fields, particularly
those dating to the medieval period or earlier, with weak
hawthorn hedges and mature hedgerow oaks provide
historic continuity in the landscape;

1 Mixed arable and pasture agricultural land use, where
larger fields with trimmed hedges on shallower land
support an increasing amount of arable crops, with an
increase in landscape scale, for example in the north
around Beeston and to the south around Duckington where
Medieval and later field enclosures have undergone
enlargement within the estates of Tollemache and
Bolesworth;

1 The greater covering of woodland than in the Helsby to
Tarporley Sandstone Fringe, on the west facing slopes
with small and medium sized copses and plantations and
larger woodland including Ancient Woodland such as
Pennsylvania Wood, Duckington Wood and Boxton Wood;

1 The field ponds (some are previous marl pits), streams and
brooks including Crimes Brook that are of importance for
biodiversity as well as being landscape features in their
own right, contribute to the diversity of the landscape.

Cultural heritage

The CWacC LLD study and landscape character identify the
following cultural features:

1 An historic pattern of dispersed villages (Burwardsley,
Fullers Moor) on or adjacent to former commons, contrasts
with nucleated villages (e.g Harthill) which display through
the architecture of their buildings (often listed) the
influence of the Tollemache and Bolesworth estates;

1 The township commons and areas of open heath, some of
which survived into the 19th century, were often
encroached by landless labourers creating a pattern of
small fields interspersed with small holdings and a
complex pattern of roads, for example at Brown Knowl and
Fullers Moor;

1 The mix of medieval and post medieval field patterns
including ancient field systems which are defined by
relatively small-scale, irregular field units towards the
centre of the character area, and larger fields such as
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those around Cattleside Farm to the north and Bank Farm
to the south of Duckington;

1 Examples of Ancient Woodland, including Pennsylvania
Wood, Broxton Wood, Barnhill Wood and Burwardsley
Wood. Some woodland has been replanted and now
comprises even-aged oak, beech, sycamore and larch
over an understorey of bramble, bracken and bluebells;

1 The numerous archaeological and historic sites, including
prehistoric barrows, Bolesworth Castle, Harthill
Conservation Area recognised for its historic and
architectural value, with a number of Listed Buildings, and
the remains of WWII searchlight batteries; and

1 The presence of the Eddisbury Way long distance
recreational footpath which links to the Sandstone Trail as
it ascends the ridge at Higher Burwardsley and which bring
recreational users to the area; and

1 Enlarged ponds/lakes for fishing, such as at Honeyend
Farm and Harthill Pool.

Summary evaluation 1 overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

With nearly all of the EA designated as an ASCV/LLD, the Beeston to Duckington LCA
forms a highly distinctive and rural transitional landscape to the adjacent Sandstone
Ridge LCAs of Beeston Crag, Peckforton and Higher Burwardsley and Maiden Castle,
Larkton Hill and Hether Wood (EAs 4-6), all of which are recommended for inclusion within
the proposed Candidate Area for designation. A striking landscape diversity and visual
interest is afforded by the contrasting open, gently undulating topography and larger
arable fields in the north and south, and the more complex, enclosed, small- scale
verdant landscape of hidden valleys and prominent ridges to the west. As part of this, a
composition of Ancient Woodland and irregular field patterns on a distinctive rolling
landform, significantly contributes to the scenic quality of the EA. The mix of medieval
and post medieval field patterns, including ancient field systems which are defined by
relatively small-scale, irregular fi towards the centre of the character area, and larger
fields such as those around Cattleside Farm, to the north and Bank Farm to the south of
Duckington, also contribute to a strong time-depth and historic character. With an
absence of large-scale visually intrusive built development, and other incongruous
elements and land use, landscape quality is also very good. Considering these factors,
the landscape of this EA is considered to be outstanding and therefore, it is
recommended it should form part of the Candidate Area for designation. Given the very
strong relationship between them, this recommendation is reinforced by the proposed
Candidate Area inclusion of the adjacent Sandstone Ridge EAs.
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Figure 11 Images associated with Table 10 Evaluation Area 8: EA7: EA8: Beeston to
Duckington -West LCA 1 Sandstone Ridge LCT. This figure is prepared by D. Harman
2025 Natural England under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for public sector
information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to

=

experience of Natural Beauty

61.Undulatingrural farmlandbackedby wooded 62.Distinctivebackdropof woodedridge
ridgeslopes

63. Rollingfarmlandwith maturetreesand 64.Intimate rolling farmlandwith dense
woodland hedgerowsandtrees

65. Irregularfield patternson woodedrolling 66. Distinctivewoodedhill summits
landform
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Table 11 Evaluation Area 9

Table 11 describes the evaluation area 9 including subheading Landscape context as well
as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 11 (appendix)

Providing a very similar function to the Beeston to Duckington - West Sandstone LCA
(EAB8), this EA wraps around the eastern edge of the Sandstone Ridge from Beeston in
the north to Duckington in the south, forming a transitional landscape between the
Sandstone Ridge and the lower-lying landscapes to the east. This Sandstone Fringe
landscape is largely defined by its sandstone geology and intermediate topography. A
small area along the A534 corridor that separates the nearby Sandstone Ridge LCAs is
designated an LLD in recognition of its landscape and scenic quality and its historic,
archaeological, ecological and recreational importance.

To the west, the Sandstone Ridge LCAs of Peckforton and Higher Burwardsley and
Maiden Castle, Larkton Hill and Hether Wood (EAs 5-6) form a prominent containing
backdrop, and to the east, Faddiley Rolling Farmland (EA20) and Cholmondeley Meres
and Mosses (EA24) form a lower-lying setting.

The key characteristics of the Beeston to Duckington Sandstone Fringe LCA are:

A Transitional zone between the high ground of the Sandstone Ridge and the
surrounding low-lying farmed landscape, with elevation ranging between 80 metres
and 150 metres AOD;

A The landscape is underlain by the Bollin Mudstone Member Group and Wilmslow
Sandstone Formation. The overlying soils are slightly acid loam and clay;

A Small watercourses including Bickley Brook and the River Gowy cross the
landscape. There are numerous in-field ponds, many of which originated as marl
pits;

A Woodland is limited to parts of the slopes immediately adjacent to the Sandstone
Ridge and is mostly coniferous plantation. In-field and hedgerow trees are common
features within the farmland and give the landscape a wooded character despite the
lack of significant areas of woodland;

A Fields are divided into mixed pattern of small to medium-scale medieval and
parliamentary enclosures which are mostly used for pasture with some arable
growing on the flatter land. Fields are enclosed by hedgerows and occasional
sandstone walls which reflect the underlying geology;

A Semi-natural habitats are fairly limited and include remnants of acid grassland
amongst the farmed landscape. These areas support flora such as fescue and
sheep sorrel. The many in-field ponds, hedgerows and trees are also of value to
biodiversity;

Page 120 of 280 NECR692 Cheshire AONB Designation Project Natural Beauty
Assessment



Wetland habitats associated with the watercourses in the landscape are important for
wildlife;

A Bowl Barrow (designated as a Scheduled Monument) near Bickerton Hall provides
evidence of prehistoric occupation of the landscape. The Georgian house at Bulkeley
Hall is a more recent heritage feature, and is a Grade |I* Listed Building;

Settlement is a combination of villages at Peckforton and Bulkeley and dispersed
farms/houses. Peckforton is designated as a Conservation Area. The vernacular is of
black and white timber framed buildings and red brick;

Roads mostly comprise a network of minor, single-track rural lanes, which often
terminate at farms. The A534 is the only major route which crosses through the
landscape;

The Sandstone Trail briefly crosses through the landscape, joining the separate parts
of the Sandstone Ridge, while a number of public rights of way provide access to the
countryside;

From the higher ground there are extensive views across Cheshire East towards the
Pennine Hills;

Strongly overlooked from the Sandstone Ridge, which forms prominent wooded
skylines above the Sandstone Fringe. Features including Peckforton Castle are
distinctive in views from this type; and

Varied perceptual qualities, with some areas with a strong sense of enclosure as a
result of the landform and dense vegetation contrasting with larger scale areas with
more extensive views.

Criteria Analysis

Landscape quality With regard to landscape condition, the CE landscape character

assessment notes that this is a well- managed, strongly rural
landscape, although some localised areas have become more
intensively farmed and there has been subsequent removal of
hedgerows and enlargement of fields often associated with a
change of land use to arable cropping. Horsiculture adjacent to
houses has resulted in the construction of associated
outbuildings and replacement of field boundaries with post and
rail fencing. There are also areas where overgrazing and
poaching of soils through over-trampling have occurred. Some
hedgerow trees are over mature. Overall this landscape is in
moderate condition.

In terms of forces for change (at 2018), the landscape character
assessment notes:

1 Erosion of built environment character through incremental
development which may lead to loss of historic buildings and
vernacular character; the suburbanisation of rural properties
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and their curtilage; pressure for expansion of existing
settlement, ribbon development and in-fill;

1 Changes in farming including pressure to diversify and
changing patterns of land ownership. The purchase of
agricultural holdings by non-farmers is becoming a
significant force for change, resulting in conversion of
farmhouses and farm buildings and changes in farm use
including areas of horsiculture and associated buildings;

1 Changes in woodland/tree species composition as new
pests/diseases spread (particularly phytopthora pathogens
and ash die-back). Loss of trees within hedgerows is
particularly noticeable in this landscape type;

1 Changes in agricultural practices including agricultural
intensification leading to an increase in areas under arable or
fodder crops and the introduction of large-scale modern farm
buildings;

1 On-going decline in traditional woodland management
practices leading to under-management of farm woodland,
over maturity of trees and neglect of hedgerows and
hedgerow trees;

T Pressure for construction of telecommunication masts and
potentially wind turbines;

1 Visitor pressure at certain locations, leading to loss of
tranquillity, loss or fragmentation of habitats, erosion of road
verges, visual intrusion of car parks or stationary vehicles
and increased demand for visitor facilities such as holiday
cottages, caravan parks and cabin developments;

1 Reduction, fragmentation and deterioration of habitats at
some locations, including remnant areas of semi-natural
grassland within the farmed landscape;

1 Loss of historic field pattern due to decline in hedgerow
management, with a resulting increase in use of fencing; and

§ Standardisation of roads with the potential upgrading of
lanes and minor roads leading to increasingly suburban
character of the countryside.

The field survey identified:

1 An absence of large-scale visually intrusive built
development, and other incongruous elements and land
use; and

T This EA represents a unigue landscape character type in
Cheshire and is relatively rare in a national context. In
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considering the above issues that locally affect landscape
quality, it is considered to be a very good example.

Scenic quality

The CE landscape character assessment identifies the following
valued landscape features:

1

Distinctive hills shaped by glaciation including the hills
near Bulkeley Hall and Bickerton Hall which provide a
sense of place;

Rivers and numerous in-field ponds providing valued
landscape features and habitats for wildlife. The marl
ponds also provide evidence of past uses of the land and
a sense of time-depth;

The hedgerow trees and in-field trees which provide a
well-treed character, a valued habitat network to
numerous species and are scenic features within the
landscape;

Nationally important heritage features including the
prehistoric Bowl Barrow near Bickerton Hall which is
designated as a Scheduled Monument and provides
evidence of the cultural evolution of the landscape;

Areas of surviving medieval field patterns enclosed by
thick, intact hedgerows which give the landscape a
pastoral quality, sense of time-depth and provide linkages
between habitats;

The grand Georgian country house of Bulkeley Hall which
is a Grade II* Listed Building and contained within
picturesque, landscaped grounds;

Sparse settlement pattern which comprises small villages
and farms, including the historic estate village of
Peckforton (designated as a Conservation Area). The
distinctive vernacular of black and white timber framed or
red-brick which provides a strong sense of place and time-
depth;

The dense network of public rights of way which provide
an opportunity to experience the landscape and link to
nearby destinations including those on the adjacent
Sandstone Ridge;

Narrow, winding character of the lanes which contribute to
the traditional rural character and sense of intimacy in the
landscape;

Rural character with minimal modern intrusion; and
Views to the wooded skylines and landmark features on
the adjacent Sandstone Ridge, which overlooks and
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provides a scenic backdrop to and sense of orientation
within this landscape.

The field survey identified the following factors:

1 The prominent landform of the heavily wooded ridge
provides a very important backdrop and landscape setting
to this lower-lying landscape and as such, it makes a
particularly valuable contribution to the scenic quality and
associated appreciation of Natural Beauty; and

71 Rolling farmland to the east of the EA contributes to the
scenic interest of the local landscape.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

T With most of the EA subject to agricultural management,
the sense of relative wildness is very minimal, although
small areas of habitat exhibit a semi-natural character in
theirimmediate locality.

Relative tranquility

The landscape character assessment notes:

1 Highly peaceful and tranquil perceptual qualities which are
valued for recreation and provide a sense of escape from
nearby urban areas.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character identifies the following natural and
physical influences and features:

1 The Sandstone Fringe rises from the Rolling Farmland at
approximately 80 metres AOD, undulating towards the
Sandstone Ridge with a maximum elevation of 148 metres
AOD;

1 The topography varies from gentle slopes and undulations
to steep slopes adjacent to the ridge;

1 The underlying geology comprises Wilmslow Sandstone
and Bollin Mudstone, which is overlain by glacial till and
glacio-fluvial deposits;

T Soils are loam and clay, which support arable crops and
grassland. Fragments of acid grassland are also found in
this character type;

1 The River Gowy, Bickley Brook provide natural interest;
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The overall woodland cover is generally low, although
numerous in-field and hedgerow trees create a wooded
character;

Although there are no designated habitats within this type,
the dense hedgerow network forms an important habitat
network between semi-natural habitats within adjacent
landscapes;

Semi-natural habitats are fairly limited and include
remnants of acid grassland amongst the farmed
landscape. These areas support flora such as fescue and
sheep sorrel; and

The many in-field ponds, hedgerows and trees are also of
value to biodiversity.

Cultural heritage

The landscape character identifies the following cultural
influences and features:

The Bowl Barrow near Bickerton Hall provides evidence of
Bronze Age and earlier activity in this area;

Fields are mainly small to medium-scale medieval and early
post medieval in origin and created following the assarting of
heath and woodland;

There are a number of villages such as Bickerton, Bulkeley
and the estate village of Peckforton. Buildings are
constructed predominantly from red and brown brick, but
there are also examples of 17th century timber framed
buildings with whitewashed brick and brick infill. Black and
White Cottage in Peckforton is a well-preserved example of
these 17th century structures and is a Grade II* Listed
Building. Bulkeley Hall (Grade II*) is a Georgian country
residency, located within landscaped grounds;

Part of the Sandstone Trail passes through the area, linking
the discrete areas of the Sandstone Ridge. A network of
footpaths which originate in the villages provide access to the
countryside; and

Roads generally consist of narrow, winding rural lanes, which
often terminate at farms. The A534 is the only major road in
the area.

Summary evaluation
evidence

T overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
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This EA forms a distinctive and rural transitional landscape to the adjacent Sandstone
Ridge LCAs (EAs 5 and 6) that are recommended for inclusion within the proposed
Candidate Area. In comparison to EA8 to the west of the ridge, the landform of this EA is
less distinctive and the contribution of natural and cultural features to the appreciation of
Natural Beauty is also less evident, particularly as there are no natural features of national
importance. However, the prevailing pattern of small to medium-scale medieval and early
post medieval fields, enclosed by a largely intact network of hedgerows with mature
trees and occasional sandstone walls, exhibit a strong-time depth and historic character,
and therefore, notably contribute to the scenic quality of the EA. The traditional rural
character of small villages at Peckforton (designated as a Conservation Area) and
Bulkeley, and dispersed farms/houses, also contribute to the scenic quality of the local
landscape. Of particular relevance, the prominent landform of the nearby heavily wooded
ridge provides an important backdrop and landscape setting to this lower-lying landscape
and as such, it makes a valuable contribution to the scenic quality and associated
appreciation of Natural Beauty. Considering these factors, the landscape of this EA is
considered to be outstanding and therefore, it is recommended it should form part of the
Candidate Area for designation. Given the very strong relationship between them, this
recommendation is reinforced by the proposed Candidate Area inclusion of the adjacent
Sandstone Ridge EAs.

Figure 12 Images associated with Table 11 Evaluation Area 9 : EA9: Beeston to
Duckington -East LCAT Sandstone Ridge LCT. This figure is prepared by D. Harman
2025 Natural England under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for public sector
information .

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty

67.RuralfarmlandtowardsPeckfortonCastle 68. Ruralfarmlandwith maturetreestowards
woodedridge slopes
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69.Overlookinghe EAfrom Cholmondeley 70.Patternof medievaland parliamentary
Park enclosures
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Table 12 Evaluation Area 10

Table 12 describes the evaluation area 10 including subheading Landscape context as
well as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 12 (appendix)

This EA lies at the outer north-western part of the study area. As the parts of Dunham to
Tarvin Plain and the Hargrave, Hoofield and Beeston Plain LCAs within the study area to
the north of the River Gowy share relatively similar characteristics, and collectively, they
provide a lower-lying setting to adjacent Helsby to Tarporley Sandstone Fringe LCA
(EA7) that extends along the eastern boundary of both LCAs, they have been
amalgamated into one EA. No parts of the landscape are designated as an ASCV.

The key characteristics of these LCAs that relevant to the study area are:

T A broad, gently shelving and mostly flat plain landscape characterised by hedges
and hedgerow trees providing limited vistas;

1 Wide areas of improved grassland for dairy farming and fodder crops;

T Limited woodland, confined to isolated coverts and copses, although hedgerow
oaks are important elements of the landscape;

1 Historic medieval field patterns and increases in tree cover are still found around
smaller settlements;

T Extensive network of small field ponds which are generally inconspicuous in the
landscape;

1 Low settlement density of small agricultural hamlets with loose-knit and linear
settlement form and freestanding farmsteads;

1 Absence of significant urban or industrial influence;

1 Larger settlements punctuate the plain where historic form has often been lost
within areas of 20th century and later housing development, e.g. at Tarvin;

1 Elsewhere, settlement is scattered across the plain in small hamlets and
freestanding farmsteads;

1 The Sandstone Ridge presents a more elevated skyline to the east of the LCA;

T  Where hedgerows and tree networks remain, the area can present some degree
of limited enclosure due to an absence of elevation and viewpoints; and

1 Some loss of field boundaries diminishes this enclosure where some arable
farming has been established.

Criteria Analysis

Landscape quality The landscape character assessment notes that landscape
condition is generally good, with key characteristic elements that
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make up the plain generally intact. However, some field
boundaries are undermanaged or being removed. Suburban and
settlement fringe land use, such as equine related sites serve to
erode pastoral character in places.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016), the
landscape character assessment notes:

1

1

The field survey identified:

1

1

Agricultural intensification with enlargement of fields and
loss of hedgerow boundaries (oak trees left 6 f i ewitld 6
loss of historic field pattern;

Under-management and deterioration of some small farm
woodlands;

A shift from pasture grazing with increasing areas being
cultivated for arable cropping, silage or feed crops
including cereals and maize;

Loss of historic parkland to recreational use (such as golf
courses) or farmland,

Loss of unimproved grassland;

Loss of ridge and furrow;

Limited management of field ponds has resulted in some
silting up and drying out due to natural processes of
vegetation succession and overshadowing from trees;
Erosion of local distinctiveness in larger settlements;

Farm diversification including introduction of riding
schools, stables and paddocks;

Pressure for Solar PV farms;

Pressure for residential/employment development, for
example at Tarvin and Ashton Hayes;

Pressure for conversion of farm buildings for other
uses including residential, business and industrial use,
with erection of modern portal sheds to replace the lost
space; and

Degradation of vernacular building style through alteration.

An absence of large-scale visually intrusive built
development, and other incongruous elements and land
use; and

This EA represents common landscape character type in
Cheshire and in considering the above issues that locally
affect landscape quality, it is considered to be an average
example.
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Scenic quality

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
distinctive features, and perceptual and scenic qualities:

M

Across much of the character area the landscape has a
very rural feel with small, winding roads and lanes
connecting isolated farms and hamlets;

Views to the east are dominated by the Sandstone Ridge,
which appears to be very well-wooded in contrast to this
area, where woodland is scarce;

There are distant views to the hills of North Wales to the
west;

Hedgerows and hedgerow trees, as well as limited
coverts and woodlands associated with settlement and
the halls, present a changing seasonal colour in contrast
to the rich but improved pastoral fields;

Field ponds are often inconspicuous in the landscape
despite their number due to thick hedge enclosure of the
fields they lie within and general absence of elevated
viewpoints into them;

In other cases pond-side vegetation and trees within a
field belie their existence rather than any glimpse of
surface water; and

In some areas where hedgerows have been lost but
mature trees remain, a 6 f ap @ rek Iclearacted can
pervade.

The field survey identified the following factor:

M

From open parts of the EA, the prominent landform of the
heavily wooded ridge provides an important backdrop and
landscape setting to this lower-lying landscape. Although
this makes a valuable contribution to the scenic quality
and associated appreciation of Natural Beauty, the
influence of the ridge is not as strong as it is further south.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

1

With most of the EA subject to agricultural management,
the sense of relative wildness is very minimal, although
small areas of habitat exhibit a semi-natural character in
their immediate locality.

Relative tranquility

The landscape character assessment notes:
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T The plain presents a pastoral and peaceful character
with some degree of tranquillity possible, particularly
across the footpath network.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character identifies the following natural and
physical influences and features:

1 A generally flat landscape with some gentle undulation,
for example at the transition with the Sandstone Fringe
LCA around Ashton Hayes;

1 Fields are a mix of mainly small-medium (up to 8ha)
semi-regular, regular and some irregular enclosures,
with hedgerow boundaries and numerous matrl pits;

1 A considerable treescape created by abundance of
hedgerow trees, predominantly oak, but which is
perceived as being denser than it is as a consequence of
level terrain;

1 Woodland is otherwise limited to isolated coverts and
copses, often under-managed;

T Evidence of the enclosure of surviving heath in the
character area, sometimes associated with dispersed
settlement;

T In certain areas hedgerow loss has resulted in a more
open landscape with larger fields, isolated oak trees and
post and wire fences;

1 Land use is predominantly dairy agriculture with some
limited pockets of arable farming and for fodder
production;

1 Surface water drainage limited to small inconspicuous
streams such as Peckmill Brook and Salters Brook;

1 Manley Mere presents a significant open water feature
with uncharacteristic, more wooded vegetation context of
planted immature woodlands than elsewhere in the LCA;

1 The plain is dotted with hundreds of small field ponds
providing an important habitat network and reflecting
historic marl pit excavations for soil improvement;

1 Designated ecological sites are limited as a consequence
of the historically farmed landscape and improved
grassland but a small number of sites of ecological
importance are associated with species rich grassland,
small woodlands and coverts for example at Clotton
Common, Hoofield Covert, and Huxley Gorse; and
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T Barn owl populations are significant in the southern part of
the area.

Cultural heritage The landscape character identifies the following cultural
influences and features:

1 The combination of medieval fields alongside those
that have undergone post medieval improvement and
20th century adaptation;

1 Fields were reorganised into a more regular pattern in
the 18th and 19th centuries especially around Ashton
Hayes, which alongside the parkland may form a wider
estate landscape;

1 Listed Buildings are generally sparse across the open
plain;

1 A fragment of heath survives into the post medieval
period, which was enclosed by Parliamentary Act at
Duddon;

1 Civil war skirmish site at Tiverton Heath;

T Traditional farm buildings and distinctive brick barns have
often been converted to residential or rural business uses;

1 Farmsteads are scattered across the plain but generally
well-spaced, suggesting quite large farm size;

1 Large modern dairy unit buildings and agricultural
infrastructure can be locally prominent;

1 Building types are typically red and brown brick;

1 Recreational opportunities across an extensive public
rights of way network; and

T Multiple outdoor adventure, water sports and training
activities at the Manley Mere education centre.

Summary evaluation 71 overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

This EA has a relatively strong rural character and although this has been eroded in
places by the influence of modern built development and land use change, there is
strong pattern of small fields enclosed by hedgerows and an abundance of
predominantly oak hedgerow trees that contribute to pleasing scenic quality. Historic
medieval field patterns and a higher tree cover are still found in places. Although the EA
has extensive network of small field ponds, these are generally inconspicuous in the
landscape and compared to many other EAs in the study area, the extent of natural
designations is very limited, as are nationally important cultural ones. Overall, although
this a pleasant rural landscape, it is not considered to be outstanding. Furthermore,
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although the Frodsham and Eddisbury Sandstone Ridge LCAs (EAL and EA3) provide a
valuable contribution to the scenic quality and associated appreciation of Natural Beauty,
the influence of the ridge and its associated scenic qualities on this EA is not as strong
as it is further south. As such, it is recommended that this EA should not form part of the
Candidate Area for designation. This recommendation is reinforced by the proposed
Candidate Area exclusion of the adjacent Sandstone Fringe and Ridge EAs.

Figure Images associated with 13 Table 12 Evaluation Area 10: EA10: Dunham to
Tarvin Plain and Hargrave and Hoofield LCAsT Sandstone Ridge LCT. This figure is
prepared by D. Harman 2025 Natural England under the Open Government Licence
v3.0 for public sector information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty and conversely, incongruous elements and land uses that
detract from it.

71.Distinctivepattern of hedgerowoaks 72.Lookingoverthe EAfrom the Sandstone
Ridge
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Table 13 Evaluation Area 11

Table 13 describes the evaluation area 11 including subheading Landscape context as
well as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 13 (appendix)

As the Beeston Plain (that forms part of the CWaC Hargrave, Hoofield and Beeston Plain
LCA) located to the south of the River Gowy shares very similar characteristics with the
part of the Ravensmoor LCA (CE) within the study area, these areas have been
amalgamated into one EA that provides a lower-lying setting to the north, east and west
of the adjacent Beeston Crag LCA (EA4). All of the Beeston Plain is within the EA, but
only a small part of the Ravensmoor LCA to the west of the A41 is within the study area.
Beyond Beeston Crag, the Beeston-Duckington LCAs (EAs 8 and 9) form a gently rising
setting to the south, and to the north, the Gowy Valley (EA25) forms a riverine setting.
Small parts to the east and west of Beeston Crag are locally designated as an ASCV in
recognition of its landscape and scenic quality and its historic, archaeological and
ecological importance.

The key characteristics of these LCAs that relevant to the study area are:

T A broad, gently shelving and mostly flat plain characterised by hedges and
hedgerow trees providing limited vistas;

1 Wide areas of improved grassland for dairy farming and fodder crops;

T Limited woodland, confined to isolated coverts and copses, although hedgerow
oaks are important elements of the landscape;

1 Historic medieval field patterns and increases in tree cover are still found around
smaller settlements;

1 Extensive network of small field ponds which are generally inconspicuous in the
landscape;

T Low settlement density of small agricultural hamlets with loose-knit and linear
settlement form and freestanding farmsteads;

1 Absence of significant urban or industrial influence;

1 Beeston Castle and the Peckforton Ridge beyond provides a strong landscape
focus and reference point;

T  Where hedgerows and tree networks remain, the area can present some degree
of limited enclosure due to an absence of elevation and viewpoints; and

1 Some loss of field boundaries diminishes this enclosure where some arable
farming has been established.

Criteria Analysis

Landscape quality The landscape character assessment notes that landscape
condition is generally good, with key characteristic elements that
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make up the plain generally intact. However, some field
boundaries are undermanaged or being removed.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016), the
landscape character assessment notes:

1 Agricultural intensification with enlargement of fields and
loss of hedgerow boundaries (oak trees left 6 f i ewitld 6
loss of historic field pattern;

1 Under-management and deterioration of some small farm
woodlands;

T A shift from pasture grazing with increasing areas being
cultivated for arable cropping, silage or feed crops
including cereals and maize;

T Loss of unimproved grassland,;

1 Loss of ridge and furrow;

1 Limited management of field ponds has resulted in some
silting up and drying out due to natural processes of
vegetation succession and overshadowing from trees;

T Farm diversification including introduction of riding
schools, stables and paddocks;

1 Pressure for Solar PV farms;

1 Pressure for residential/lemployment development, for
example at Tattenhall;

1 Pressure for conversion of farm buildings for other
uses including residential, business and industrial use,
with erection of modern portal sheds to replace the lost
space; and

1 Degradation of vernacular building style through alteration.

The field survey identified:

T This EA represents common landscape character type in
Cheshire and as it is in good condition, it is considered to
be a good example.

Scenic quality

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
distinctive features, and perceptual and scenic qualities:

1 The striking landmark of Beeston Castle, perched high
upon the precipitous sandstone crag on the

1 ar e sobtlsern boundary is a dominant visual feature and
reference point;

T The Castle, in combination with the much greater mass of
the Sandstone Ridge in the vicinity of Peckforton and
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Buckley Hill, terminates all views to the south and
contribute significantly to the landscape character;

T Much of the character area the landscape has a very rural
feel with small, winding roads and lanes connecting
isolated farms and hamlets;

1 There are distant views to the hills of North Wales to the
west;

1 Hedgerows and hedgerow trees, as well as limited
coverts and woodlands associated with settlement and
the halls, present a changing seasonal colour in contrast
to the rich but improved pastoral fields;

1 Field ponds are often inconspicuous in the landscape
despite their number due to thick hedge enclosure of the
fields they lie within and general absence of elevated
viewpoints into them;

1 In other cases pond-side vegetation and trees within a
field belie their existence rather than any glimpse of
surface water; and

T In some areas where hedgerows have been lost but
mature trees remain, a 6 f ap @ rek Iclzaracted can
pervade.

The field survey identified the following factors:

1 As noted above, the striking landform of Beston Crag with
the prominent landform of the heavily wooded ridge
beyond provide a very important backdrop and landscape
setting to this lower-lying landscape and as such, it makes
a particularly valuable contribution to the scenic quality of
this EA; and

1 At the western margins to the north of Tattenhall, a
marina/boat yard, vehicle repair garage, new housing,
and the Ice Cream Farm visitor attraction and car park
notably detract from scenic quality.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

1 With most of the EA subject to agricultural management,
any sense of relative wildness is very minimal.

Relative tranquility

The landscape character assessment notes:
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1

The plain presents a pastoral and peaceful character
with some degree of tranquillity possible, particularly
across the footpath network.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character identifies the following natural and
physical influences and features:

T
T

A generally flat landscape with some gentle undulation;
Fields are a mix of mainly small-medium (up to 8ha)
semi-regular, regular and some irregular enclosures,
with hedgerow boundaries and numerous matrl pits;

A considerable treescape created by abundance of
hedgerow trees, predominantly oak, but which is
perceived as being denser than it is as a consequence of
level terrain;

Woodland is otherwise limited to isolated coverts and
copses, often under-managed;

In certain areas hedgerow loss has resulted in a more
open landscape with larger fields, isolated oak trees and
post and wire fences;

Land use is predominantly dairy agriculture with some
limited pockets of arable farming and for fodder
production;

Surface water drainage limited to small inconspicuous
streams such as Crimes Brook;

The plain is dotted with many small field ponds
providing an important habitat network and reflecting
historic marl pit excavations for soil improvement;

As a consequence of the historically farmed landscape
and improved grassland, there are no designated
ecological sites; and

Barn owl populations are significant in the southern part of
the area.

Cultural heritage

The landscape character identifies the following cultural
influences and features:

1

The combination of medieval fields alongside those
that have undergone post medieval improvement and
20th century adaptation;

Fields were reorganised into a more regular pattern in the
18th and 19th centuries;
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T Several Listed Buildings are located in and around
Beeston;

1 Several farmsteads are scattered across the plain;

T Building types are typically red and brown brick; and

1 Recreational opportunities across an extensive public
rights of way network.

Summary evaluation 1 overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

Although the natural and cultural interest of this EA is very limited, the striking landform
of Beston Crag with the prominent landform of the heavily wooded ridge beyond provides
a very important backdrop and landscape setting to this lower-lying landscape and as
such, it makes a particularly valuable contribution to its scenic quality. With an absence
of intrusive elements and land use in most parts, this EA also has a very distinctive sense
of place and a strong rural character. As such, it is recommended that this EA should
form part of the Candidate Area for designation. This recommendation is reinforced by
the proposed Candidate Area inclusion of the adjacent Sandstone Fringe and Ridge EAs
that collectively, are considered to form an outstanding and highly scenic composition.

Figure Images associated with 14 Table 13 Evaluation Area 11: EA11: Beeston Plain
and Ravensmoor LCAsi Sandstone Ridge LCT. This figure is prepared by D.
Harman 2025 Natural England under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for public
sector information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty.

73.Ruralsettingto BeestonCrag 74.BeestonCragowardsPeckfortonCastle
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Table 14 Evaluation Area 12

Table 14 describes the evaluation area 12 including subheading Landscape context as
well as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

EA12 Tattenhall to Shocklach Plain LCA i1 Sandstone Ridge LCT

Landscape context T see Figure 14 (appendix)

The Tattenhall to Shocklach Plain LCA lies to the south of Beeston Plain and
Ravensmoor LCA (EA11l). The landscapes to the west of Tattenhall, Coddington, Barton
and Tilston have been excluded from the study area. The LCA is sparsely populated and
comprises deeply rural countryside. To the south, the boundary is indented by the
Carden Park Estate and hotel facility which is included within the Malpas LCA (EA18).
The Beeston to Duckington LCA T West (EA8) forms a gently rising setting to the east.
No parts of the EA are designated as an ASCV.

The key characteristics of this LCA that relevant to the study area are:

1 A broad and mostly flat plain landscape characterised by hedges and hedgerow
tress providing limited vistas;

T Wide areas of improved grassland for dairy farming and fodder crops;

T Limited woodland, confined to isolated coverts and copses, although hedgerow
oaks are important elements of the landscape;

1 Cohesive and un-fragmented regionally significant historic landscape with
extremely well preserved late medieval field systems and extensive ridge and
furrow; abundant hedgerows and hedgerow trees creating a characteristic
patchwork with preserved elements of the earlier medieval open fields and
common land (which is sometimes associated with dispersed settlement);

1 Extensive network of small field ponds which are generally inconspicuous in the
landscape;

T Small settlements punctuate the plain where historic form has often been
retained although limited within areas of 20th century and later housing
development has occurred,;

1 Tattenhall has seen recent residential development. Elsewhere, settlement is
scattered across the plain in small, nucleated hamlets and freestanding
farmsteads;

1 The Sandstone Ridge presents a more elevated skyline to the east of the LCA,
with the Clwydian Hills to the west;

1 Where hedgerows and tree networks remain, the area can present some degree
of limited enclosure due to an absence of elevation and viewpoints;

1 Some loss of field boundaries diminishes this enclosure where arable farming has
been established; and
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EA12 Tattenhall to Shocklach Plain LCA i1 Sandstone Ridge LCT

T An absence of significant transport infrastructure or industrial development helps
retain a deeply rural and tranquil character.

Criteria Analysis

Landscape quality The landscape character assessment notes that landscape
condition is generally good, with key characteristic elements that
make up the plain generally intact. However, some field
boundaries are undermanaged or being removed as arable land
use has increased in places.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016), the
landscape character assessment notes:

1 Some agricultural intensification with enlargement of fields
and loss of hedgerow boundaries (oak

1 treesleft6 Hf i ewitlkdI@s$ of historic field pattern;

1 Under-management and deterioration of some small farm
woodlands;

1 A shift from pasture grazing with increasing areas being
cultivated for arable cropping, silage or feed crops
including cereals and maize;

1 Loss of unimproved grassland;

1 Loss of ridge and furrow;

1 Limited management of field ponds has resulted in some
silting up and drying out due to natural processes of
vegetation succession and overshadowing from trees;

f Transport infrastructure improvements and increase in
traffic;

1 Tattenhall has seen recent residential development;

1 Dilution of built character and form in settlements;

1 Change of use of traditional farm buildings to
residential use with loss of character and
unsympathetic detailing;

1 Continued deterioration in field boundary maintenance and
management;

1 Farm diversification, potentially including introduction of
riding schools, stables and paddocks;

1 Erosion of built environment character through
incremental development with pressure for expansion of
existing settlement, ribbon development and in-fill,
particularly Tattenhall and Farndon;
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EA12 Tattenhall to Shocklach Plain LCA i1 Sandstone Ridge LCT

Pressure for conversion of farm buildings for other uses
including residential, business and industrial use, with
erection of modern portal sheds to replace the lost space;
Decline in the vernacular building character; and

Climate change leading to changing agricultural practice
and impacts upon field ponds and water ecology.

The field survey identified:

f

This EA represents common landscape character type in
Cheshire and as landscape is generally good, it is
considered to be a good example.

Scenic quality

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
distinctive features, and perceptual and scenic qualities:

f
f

To Sandstone Ridge is visible to the east;

The striking landmark of Beeston Castle, perched high
upon the precipitous sandstone crago n t h e noath- e
eastern boundary, and to a slightly lesser extent
Peckforton Castle are dominant visual features and
reference points from the north-east of the area;

The castles, in combination with the much greater mass of
the Sandstone Ridge in the vicinity of Peckforton
terminates all views to the east and contribute significantly
to the landscape character;

Local variations in topography allow more extensive and
distant views than elsewhere in the type, over the Dee
Valley to the west, with the Clwydian Hills in the far
distance;

Where middle distance views are available the hedgerow
trees in successive field boundaries can appear to
coalesce to form a solid mass on the horizon, creating the
effect of a well-wooded landscape;

Hedgerows and hedgerow trees, as well as small coverts
and woodlands present changing seasonal colours and
cover in contrast to the verdant improved pastoral
grassland,;

The ubiquitous field ponds are often inconspicuous in the
landscape despite their number due to hedged enclosure
of the fields they lie within and general absence of
elevated viewpoints; and
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EA12 Tattenhall to Shocklach Plain LCA i1 Sandstone Ridge LCT

1 In other cases pond-side vegetation and trees within a
field belie their existence rather than any glimpse of
surface water.

The field survey identified the following factors:

T As noted above, the striking landform of Beston Crag and
the prominent landform of the heavily wooded ridge
provide a very important backdrop and landscape setting
to this lower-lying landscape and as such, it makes a
particularly valuable contribution to the scenic quality of
this EA.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

1 With most of the EA subject to agricultural management,
any sense of relative wildness is very minimal.

Relative tranquility

The landscape character assessment notes:

1 Many areas have a strong feeling of tranquillity and
isolation.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character identifies the following natural and
physical influences and features:

1 A gently undulating topography with some increase in
elevation to the east as the area transitions with the
Sandstone Fringe LCT towards Malpas and Tilston;

1 The central area is predominantly flat pastoral plain with
elevations typically of 35m AOD;

1 Fields are small i medium (up to 8ha) and comprise
medieval enclosures with post-medieval reorganisation;

1 Although there are few woodland areas, small copses
associated with field ponds or small streams combine with
the abundant hedgerow trees to filter views within the
landscape, creating the impression of well-wooded
landscape;

1 The character of the landscape is strongly influenced by
the ubiquitous coverage of hedgerows and pasture, their
pattern and abundance of individual hedgerow trees;
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EA12 Tattenhall to Shocklach Plain LCA i1 Sandstone Ridge LCT

f

Dairy farming is the predominant land use, but pockets of
arable farming are also scattered, to the north of Tilston;
Treescape is created by repeated lines of hedgerow trees,
predominantly oak, but which can be perceived as being
denser than it is where there is limited elevation change;
Many hedgerows are tightly trimmed and sometimes
gappy, but where allowed to grow taller restrict ground
level views;

Woodland cover is low and usually associated with small
coverts;

Sites of locally important semi-natural unimproved
grassland vegetation are very small and isolated;

The plain is dotted with hundreds of small field ponds
providing an important habitat network and reflecting
historic marl pit excavations for soil improvement; and
Surface water drainage is limited to small streams which
are often inconspicuous but occasionally prominent only
as a consequence of increased riparian tree cover, rather
than the water feature itself.

f

Cultural heritage The landscape character identifies the following cultural influences
and features:

The LCA contains a regionally significant late medieval
landscape which preserves elements of the earlier
medieval open fields. The historic landscape of this area
is generally cohesive and un- fragmented and is
considered to contain some of the best preserved late
medieval field systems and ridge and furrow in Cheshire,
providing historic continuity in the landscape;

The landscape to the south-west, in Wales and known as
the Maelor Saesneg, is included on the Countryside
Council for Wales/CADW/International Council on
Monuments and Sites (UK): Historic Landscapes Register;
Part 2.2 Register of Landscapes of Special Historic
Interest in Wales. England has no equivalent register,
however this landscape is clearly of regional, if not
national, importance;

Large blocks of small to medium (up to 8ha) irregular and
semi-regular field enclosure (mainly a medieval field
system);

Page 143 of 280 NECR692 Cheshire AONB Designation Project Natural Beauty

Assessment




EA12 Tattenhall to Shocklach Plain LCA i1 Sandstone Ridge LCT

1 Adispersed ancient settlement pattern and network of
footpaths;

f Listed Buildings are found in small concentrations within
the small settlements of Coddington, Barton and Stretton;

1 Conservation Areas have been designated in Tilston,
Stretton, Tattenhall, Barton and Coddington;

1 A dense public rights of way network lies across the
central parts of the character area around Tilston, but is
less extensive to the northern and southern parts of the
LCA;

1 Ridge and furrow is a frequent landscape characteristic -
the greatest concentration is located in the Shocklach
area (outside of EA); and

1 The Bolesworth Estate lies to the east of Tattenhall.

Summary evaluation 1 overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

Although designated natural and cultural interest of this EA are very limited, the striking
landform of Beston Crag and the prominent landform of the heavily wooded ridge
provides a very important backdrop and landscape setting to this lower-lying landscape
and as such, it makes a particularly valuable contribution to its scenic quality. With an
absence of intrusive elements and land use, this EA also has a very distinctive sense of
place and a strong rural character. Many areas have a strong feeling of tranquillity and
isolation and the late medieval landscape which preserves elements of

the earlier medieval open fields imparts a strong time-depth to the landscape. As such, it
is recommended that most this EA should form part of the Candidate Area for
designation. This recommendation is reinforced by the proposed Candidate Area
inclusion of the adjacent Sandstone Fringe and Ridge EAs that collectively, are
considered to form an outstanding and highly scenic composition. The area
recommended for exclusion lies to the west of the west A41 as from here, landscape and
scenic quality is not as strong and traffic passing along the main road notably detracts
from tranquillity.

Figure 15 Table 14 Evaluation Area 12: EA12 Tattenhall to Shocklach Plain LCA |
Sandstone Ridge LCT. This figure is prepared by D. Harman 2025 Natural England
under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for public sector information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty.
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76. Intiate rural lane

75.Viewsoverrural farmlandto prominent
ridge
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Table 15 Evaluation Area 13

Table 15 describes the evaluation area 13 including subheading Landscape context as
well as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 15 (appendix)

The Aston LCA is located on the east bank of the Weaver Navigation and to the south of
Runcorn. It shares its northern limits with the Cheshire West and Chester boundary. This
is an area of post medieval enclosure i regular shaped fields between 4- 8ha in size,
which are typical of reorganised earlier fields. In the south is an enclosed medieval deer
park, as indicated by the place names such as Park Brow. Only the southern part of the
LCA is within the study area and all of the EA is locally designated as an ASCV in
recognition of its landscape and scenic quality and its historic, archaeological and
ecological importance. The Lower Weaver Valley LCA (EA25) provides a lower-lying
setting to the south.

The key characteristics of the Aston LCA that are relevant to the study area are:

T And i s loffarndland cut off from its context by a combination of railway lines,
the M56 motorway, the Trent and Mersey Canal, and River Weaver,

T Bedrock geology of Bollin Mudstones (forming part of the Mercia Mudstone
Group) forms a prominent flat-topped ridge reaching 65m AOD;

T Numerous brooks drain towards the Weaver into often in steep wooded valleys
immediately to the south and east of the LCA; some have extensive displays of
bluebells;

1 Large areas of ancient deciduous woodland on the ridge slopes and along
Longacre Brook provide some enclosure and changing colour with the seasons;

1 Dutton Park, 281ha woodland managed by the Woodland Trust with a rich
mixture of habitats from open grassland, ponds, Ancient Woodland and grazed
riverside meadows;

1 Large poplar plantation at Dutton Lodge Farm;

1 The designed parkland surrounding the former Aston Hall (now demolished)
contributes to the wooded character of the ridge and is a locally important historic
site;

1 Relatively large-scale fields resulting from late post-medieval agricultural
improvement and 20th century field re- organisation/estate management
associated with Aston Hall;

1 Settlement is sparse i scattered farms and the rural hamlets of Aston, Aston
Heath and Sutton Weaver are linked by narrow lanes and tracks;

1 Buildings are typically constructed from red brick and sandstone, with slate roofs;

T Apeacefuléi sl and® i n 1 surrdundedyy ticedib@ neotortvay, roads,
railways, built development and industry;

T Theo r i fbrghe astrong skyline in views from outside the character area; and
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T From the ridge views are influenced by industry, located to the north and west.

Criteria

Analysis

Landscape quality

The CWaC landscape character assessment notes that the LCA
IS in active agricultural use and is managed for this land use.
However, there are some gaps in the hedgerow network and
hedgerow tree loss, particularly in areas of more intensive arable
agriculture (mostly outside of EA).

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016) that appears
to be relevant to the study area, the CWaC landscape character
assessment notes:

1 Limited evidence of boundary management and evidence
of decline in hedgerow boundaries. In addition hedgerow
trees may be damaged/lost due to intensive flail mowing or
ploughing too close to the hedgerow boundary;

1 Increase in the number of fences to replace hedgerow
boundaries;

1 A shift from grassland to crops, fallow and set-aside and a
general reduction in number of farm units, accompanied
by an increase in the proportion of larger holdings;

1 Growth of potatoes and maize in traditionally pastoral
areas resulting in soil erosion as a result of exposure of
bare soil;

1 Pastloss of orchards 1 in the past nearly all farms would
have had an orchard,

1 Farm diversification including introduction of polytunnels,
stables, riding centres and paddocks and change of use of
farm buildings, including residential use, with erection of
modern portal sheds to replace the lost space;

1 Some of the broadleaved woodland on the slopes is
currently under-managed, but the Mersey Forest aims to
bring existing woodlands into better management;

1 Significant changes to the landscape have arisen from the
recently planted extension to Longacre Wood and
acquisition of Dutton Park Farm by The Woodland Trust in
partnership with The Cheshire Wildlife Trust and The
Mersey Forest with resulting new woodland planting;

1 The M56, A56, West Coast main line across Dutton
Viaduct and industrial development immediately to the
north have had a significant impact on the character of
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this landscape, eroding tranquillity along its northern,
eastern and western sides;

Steady intensification of grassland management in the
20th century has resulted in the loss of species rich
grassland;

A56 at Sutton Weaver used by motorway traffic as a

0s houttd,;

Pressure for wind turbine development owing to
favourable location and elevation;

Woodland and hedgerow tree planting around Aston and
as a buffer between settlements and the motorway and to
connect ancient semi-natural woods (planting policy
within the 2014 Mersey Forest Plan); and

Pressure for small-scale residential development,
particularly around Sutton Weaver.

The field survey identified:

f

The quality of the EA is notably better than the areas of
the LCA outside of the study area to the north; and

This EA represents a common landscape character type
in Cheshire and compared to the issues affecting the
guality of some other River Valley LCAs, it is considered
to be a good example.

Scenic quality

The CWaC LLD study and landscape character assessment
identify the following distinctive features, and perceptual and
scenic qualities:

1

Sometimes steep valley sides of mixed woodland and
farmland serve to enclose the landscape within discrete
visual envelopes;

The ASCV is frequently experienced without strong
intervisibility to other landscape areas;

The distinctive wooded valley profile contrasts with the
urban and pastoral landscapes which adjoin the ASCV;
Prominent, distinctive, simple skyline and rolling outline
of the wooded hills help enclose the landscape and add
seasonal change;

This is a simple landscape, with a consistent and unified
character as a result of the consistent land use and field
size/pattern;
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The scale of the landscape is large as a result of the large-
scale undulating topography and relatively large field
units;

The presence of arable crops and deciduous woodland
provides changing colour with the seasons;

The perceived naturalness of this landscape is diminished
by the presence of intensive farming, pylons, the M56
motorway, roads, railways, and proximity to built
development and industry in the nearby backdrop;

This upstanding 6 r i fbrghe astrong skyline in views
from outside the character area;

The ridge (and its pylons outside of the EA) are inter-
visible with adjacent landscapes, particularly from the
Frodsham to Northwich Undulating Enclosed Farmland
(EA14); and

There is little inter-visibility with the adjacent Weaver
Valley due to the steep topography of the valley sides and
its hidden nature.

The field survey identified the following factors:

1 The presence of some highly intrusive industrial

development in the wider northern backdrop to this
landscape significantly detracts from the appreciation of
its scenic quality;

A nearby pylon line is particularly prominent when seen on
skyline; and

As it is relatively distant, the Sandstone Ridge does
provide an important backdrop or landscape setting to the
EA and as such, it doesnbot
to scenic quality and the associated appreciation of
Natural Beauty.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

1 The coverage of Ancient Woodlands provides a sense of

remoteness and a semi-natural character in their locality,
but elsewhere, relative wildness is very minimal.

Relative tranquility

The CWaC LLD study and landscape character assessment note:

1 Relatively high levels of tranquillity away from main

transport crossings (road and rail); and
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f

This area is perceived as a peaceful 6 i s linaa by
context. However, the tranquillity is fragile on the edges of
the character area due to proximity to infrastructure and
industry.

Natural heritage
features

The LLD study and landscape character assessment identify the
following natural and physical qualities and features:

il

To the north of the EA, the Mercia Mudstone bedrock
geology gives rise to a large-scale flat topped 6 r i d g e
reaching 66m AQOD;

The more clayey soils that occupy the slopes of the ridge
support some large blocks of ancient deciduous woodland
e.g. Blackamoor Wood and B e ¢ k aMoad@re also
recognised as LWS - some of these may be remnants of
the original post-glacial forest;

These woodlands are interspersed by large-scale fields
that are typically a mixture of arable and pasture and are
divided by low-cut hedgerows, some gappy and
discontinuous, with occasional hedgerow trees;

Dutton Park is a 281ha woodland managed by the
Woodland Trust with a rich mixture of habitats from open
grassland, ponds, Ancient Woodland and grazed riverside
meadows i managed by the Cheshire Wildlife Trust for
conservation with a herd of Longhorn cattle;

Large poplar plantation at Dutton Lodge Farm; and
Numerous streams flow through areas of woodland into
the Weaver, the most notable being Longacre Brook that
flows in a steep-sided, wooded valley containing neutral
unimproved grassland.

Cultural heritage

The landscape character assessment identify the following
cultural features:

f

il

Distinctive large-scale straight sided fields, resulting from
late post-medieval agricultural improvement and 20th
century field reorganisation/estate management
associated with Aston Hall;

An area of parkland south of the hamlet of Aston is a
remnant 18th century parkland designed by Humphry
Repton. The original house and gardens have been
demolished but its parkland contributes to the wooded
character of the ridge and contains a 17th century
Dovecote whose historic importance is recognised
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through designation as a Scheduled Monument. The
walls are listed structures; and

1 Dutton Park provides open access through land managed
by the Woodland Trust. There is also a small area of open
access adjacent to Longacre Brook.

Summary evaluation 1 overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

This EA it exhibits a relatively strong rural character and with a distinctive pattern of
Ancient Woodland on the valley side, this notably contributes to natural value and scenic
guality. The prominent simple skyline and rolling outline of the wooded hills also form an
important visual feature when appreciated from lower-lying areas. Although all of this EA
is subject to the ASCV designation and exhibits a relatively strong sense of Natural
Beauty, the presence of some highly intrusive industrial development in the wider
northern backdrop to this landscape significantly detracts from the appreciation of its
gualities. Furthermore, as the Sandstone Ridge does not provide an important backdrop
or landscape setting to this landscape and the other intervening EAs in the northern part
of the study area are not considered to be outstanding, it is recommended that this
landscape should not form part of the Candidate Area for designation.
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Figure 16 Images associated with Table 15 Evaluation Area 13: EA13: Aston LCA i
Heathy Farmland and Woodland LCT. This figure is prepared by D. Harman 2025
Natural England under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for public sector
information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty and conversely, incongruous elements and land uses that
detract from it.

77.. S 01 WdodvittaFrodshanHillin 78.Thewoodedvalleysidesfrom the south
distance (EA14)

79.Pylonsandprominentindustryin the 80.Pylonsandbuildingson the skylinein
backdrop(from EA14) northernbackdrop
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Table 16 Evaluation Area 14

Table 16 describes the evaluation area 14 including subheading Landscape context as
well as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 16 (appendix)

The Frodsham to Northwich LCA represents an area of large-scale, gently undulating
farmland located to the south of the Weaver Valley between Frodsham and Northwich.
To the south-west is the more steeply undulating Norley Undulating Enclosed Farmland
character area. The boundary between these two character areas is defined by a marked
change in topography as the land begins to rise towards the Sandstone Ridge.

The south-eastern part has been excluded from the study area and some small areas
along the northern boundary towards the Weaver Valley are locally designated as an
ASCV in recognition of their landscape and scenic quality and historic, archaeological
and ecological importance. The Frodsham LCA (EAL1) lies to the XX and to the north, the
land gently falls away towards the Weaver Valley LCA (EA25). To the south, there is a
gentle transition to the Norley Undulating and Enclosed Farmland LCA (EALG6).

The key characteristics of the Frodsham to Northwich LCA that are relevant to the study
area are:

T A bedrock geology of Bollin Mudstones (part of the Mercia Mudstone Group)
covered by a mantle of glacial drift deposits that gives rise to a gently undulating
topography between 25m and 50m AOD (rising to 90m where it joins the
Frodsham Sandstone Ridge);

1 Steep, wooded cloughs and valleys incise the hills, containing small brooks that
drain towards the River Weaver, for example along Cliff Brook, and are of local
wildlife importance;

1 Grassland meadows that are of local wildlife importance;

1 Boulder clay deposits mask the underlying mudstones, giving rise to a
predominance of poorly draining clay soils that support dairying and some arable
crops;

T Small-scale fields resulting from late 18th and early 19th century enclosure by
private agreement and Parliamentary Act are bounded by hedgerows with
hedgerow trees and drainage ditches. Small-scale Medieval townfields surround
Kingsley;

T Small farm woodlands and coverts are important features of a landscape with
generally relatively low woodland cover;

T Historic orchards throughout the area;

1 Field ponds are a feature of the lower lying areas, indicating the extraction of
marl from the boulder clay for past agricultural improvement;
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1 Designed landscapes at Pike Nook Farm and Hollies Farm are associated with
large country houses or farmsteads;

T A network of small sunken lanes link scattered farms, hamlets and halls. Building
materials are typically red brick with large red brick dairy barns a particular
feature. Peel Hall is a medieval moated farmstead and a Scheduled Monument;

1 Promontory hillfort at Bradley, a Scheduled Monument;

1 Railway lines, pylons, and the A49 cross the area, contributing to the sense of
movement and noise locally;

1 The Frodsham Sandstone Ridge and the Norley Undulating Enclosed Farmland
form a backdrop to views, and Weaverham Church tower is a landmark on the
skyline, but generally there is no strong skyline to this relatively low-lying
landscape; and

1 There are panoramic views from the B5152 across the Weaver Valley.

Criteria Analysis

Landscape quality The CWacC landscape character assessment notes that the LCA
in active agricultural use and is managed for these land uses.
Although the hedgerow network is generally intact, there are
some gaps in the network and some over-mature hedgerow
trees. Some woodlands are not being actively managed.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016) that appears
to be relevant to the study area, the CWaC landscape character
assessment notes:

1 Limited boundary management, with evidence of decline
in hedgerow boundaries and decline/loss of hedgerow
trees due to flail mowing;

1 Increase in fencing to replace hedgerow boundaries
leading to loss of historic field pattern;

1 A shift from grassland to crops, fallow and set-aside and
a general reduction in number of farm units,
accompanied by an increase in the proportion of larger
holdings;

1 Growth of potatoes and maize in traditionally pastoral
areas, resulting in soil erosion as a result of exposure of
bare soil;

1 Improved drainage and in-filling leading to loss of field
ponds, bogs and mosses;

1 Steady intensification of grassland management has
resulted in the loss of herb rich hay pastures;

1 Loss of orchards;
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Farm diversification including introduction of riding
schools, stables and paddocks;

Location within The Mersey Forest indicates that there is
likely to be additional tree planting in the area, principally
restoring and creating Cheshire orchards, copses and
small woodlands within the existing field pattern which
would be a positive change;

Pressure for settlement expansion, and small-scale
residential development, principally around the main
settlements abutting the character area but also in the
wider countryside;

Pressure for conversion of farm buildings for other uses
including residential, business and industrial use, with
erection of modern portal sheds to replace the lost space;
Pressure for built development associated with the main
roads that pass through the landscape;

Erosion of recreational sites by car parking; and

Located within an area of search for sand and gravel
extraction.

The field survey identified:

1 This EA represents a common landscape character type

in Cheshire in considering the above issues affecting
landscape quality, it is considered to be an average
example.

Scenic quality

The CWaC LLD study and landscape character assessment
identify the following distinctive features, and perceptual and
scenic qualities:

1 The large-scale, undulating landscape overlaid by a

small-scale field pattern allows varying views, from
enclosed low-lying views to open long-distance views
from higher ground which is visually more sensitive;
Sometimes steep valley sides of mixed woodland and
farmland serve to enclose the landscape within discrete
visual envelopes;

The simplicity of the mostly pastoral land use and the
pattern of elements such as hedgerows and trees
provides landscape unity, texture and seasonal colour;
Red sandstone and brick contrast with the green pasture,
providing warm colours in the landscape;
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1 The farmed landscape gives an impression of being
manicuredand 0 t a mandl 0 ;

1 The Frodsham Sandstone Ridge and the Norley
Undulating Enclosed Farmland form a backdrop to views,
but generally there is no strong skyline to this relatively
low-lying landscape other than hedgerow trees and
pylons.

The field survey identified the following factors:

1 Although the EA exhibits some rural character, the
landscape is not particularly distinctive and the influence
of pylons, suburban built development and land use
change such stables and paddocks, detract from scenic
quality;

1 Pylons and industrial development at Stanlow Ol
Refinery are prominent in the backdrop; and

1 As noted above, the Sandstone Ridge does provide a
particularly distinctive backdrop to this EA and therefore,
its contribution to scenic quality is limited.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

1 Although the ribbons of Ancient Woodland provide a
sense of remoteness and a semi-natural character in
their locality, the experience of relative wildness is very
minimal.

Relative tranquility

The landscape character assessment notes:

1 Generally a quiet, rural landscape but with features that
detract from the overall sense of tranquillity, including the
main roads and railway, the relatively dense network of
rural lanes, small- scale industry (including sewage
works) and the presence of sizeable settlements including
suburban development and industry on the edge of the
character area.

Natural heritage
features

The LLD study and landscape character assessment identifies
the following natural and physical qualities and features:

1 The narrow and wooded valleys carved by small brooks
that drain towards the River Weaver - the wooded
cloughs of Beechmill Wood and Pasture are SSSI and
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Ancient Woodland, with Pikes Nook Wood and Belleair
Wood also Ancient Woodland;

1 The underlying Bollin Mudstones covered by a mantle of
glacial drift deposits (boulder clay) which give rise to a
predominance of poorly draining clay soils that support
dairying and some arable crops;

1 Fields bounded by thorn hedgerows with mature
hedgerow trees are a feature of the landscape;

1 The large number of field ponds from past marl digging;

1 The small farm woodlands, coverts and remnant historic
orchards are important landscape features; and

1 Copses, clumps, avenues and mature trees associated
with designed landscapes are also a feature, for example
at Pike Nook Farm and Hollies Farm.

Cultural heritage

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
cultural features:

1 The small-scale field pattern that divides the landscape -
a mixture of ancient irregular enclosures and later
planned and informal enclosures, including 20th century
field reorganisation of units into larger fields;

1 The ancient irregular enclosures provide a sense of time
depth in the landscape;

1 The strong intact hedgerow network along field
boundaries, with an abundance of hedgerow trees;

1 Areas of parkland/formal designed planting associated
with large houses and farmsteads, dating from the 19th
century, for example Pike Nook Farm and Hollies Farm;

1 Historic orchards scattered throughout the area,;

1 The network of public rights of way, including parts of the
Delamere Way, Eddisbury Way and North Cheshire Way
long distance route;

1 The promontory fort at Bradley, a Scheduled Monument,
indicates the strategic importance of the River Weaver;
and

1 Peel Hall, a medieval moated farmstead and a Scheduled
Monument.

evidence

Summary evaluation

T overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
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Although this EA it exhibits a relatively strong rural character in places, landscape and
scenic quality is often eroded by the influence of busy roads, pylons, suburban built
development and land use change such stables and paddocks, for example. The pattern
of Ancient Woodland on the valley side is a distinctive feature, but the extent of natural
cultural features of national importance is minimal. With most of the landscape not
designated as an ASCV, the experience of Natural Beauty is relatively limited and as
such, the landscape of the EA is not considered to be outstanding. Furthermore, as the
Sandstone Ridge does not provide an important backdrop or landscape setting to this
landscape, it is recommended that this landscape should not form part of the Candidate
Area for designation.
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Figure 17 Images associated with Table 16 Evaluation Area 14: EA14: Frodsham to
Northwich LCA T Undulating and Enclosed Farmland LCT. This figure is prepared by
D. Harman 2025 Natural England under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for
public sector information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of incongruous elements and land uses that
detract from Natural Beauty.

81.Largefarm buildingsand backdropof skyline 82.Horsepaddocksandbackdropof prominent
pylons industry

83. Scatteredsuburbandevelopmenton the edge
of Frodsham
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Table 17 Evaluation Area 15

Table 17 describes the evaluation area 15 including subheading Landscape context as
well as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 17 (appendix)

The Helsby to Frodsham LCA is a small transitional character area lying between the
steeply rising Frodsham Sandstone Ridge to the south and the steeply rising Helsby Hill
to the west, and the flat, low-lying Frodsham, Helsby and Lordship Marches and Mersey
Estuary to the north. A railway line forms the northern boundary of the character area.
Helsby lies immediately to the west and Frodsham to the east.

The area to the north of the A56 has been excluded from the study area and all the EA is
locally designated as an ASCV in recognition of its landscape and scenic quality and its
historic, archaeological and ecological importance. The Frodsham LCA (EA1) forms a
containing setting to the east and the Helsby Hill LCA (EA2) to the west.

The key characteristics of the Helsby to Frodsham LCA are:

1 Transitional zone between the prominent and distinctive Frodsham Sandstone
Ridge and Helsby Hill, and the flat, low-lying Frodsham, Helsby and Lordship
Marches forming an undulating landscape that gently rises from 10m to 60m
AQOD;

T Underlying bedrock geology of Helsby Sandstone Formations that has been
weathered and overlain by glacio- fluvial drift and till deposits;

1 Geology gives rise to brown sands and earths which support a mixed agricultural
landscape of arable and grassland, with fragments of acid grassland;

1 Fields are typically small to medium in size, with a combination of irregular
medieval enclosure and modern reorganisation and enclosure, enclosed by
trimmed thorn hedgerows and trees;

1 Enclosed medieval townfields around Woodhouses, visible as small-scale field
divisions;

T Low sandstone walls and black and white estate style 6 C h e sFheinrcealsog 6
form boundaries;

1 The area is drained by a small stream running south to north, crossed by a
footbridge and ford at Chestnut Lane, Woodhouses, and wooded at its southern
end,

1 Otherwise woodland cover is low, with a small broadleaf copse around Foxhill;

1 Cluster of field ponds west of Tarvin Road and around Godscroft Hall;

1 A low density settlement pattern of scattered farms, individual dispersed
detached properties and halls e.g. Godscroft Hall (a Listed Building) linked by a
small network of minor roads either side of the A56;
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Building materials include a mix of red brick and sandstone, with whitewash and
timber framed buildings, and large red brick barns;

A mix of other roadside land uses including small workshops, two static caravan
sites, tyre fitters, a nursery and Frodsham Cemetery, representing modern ribbon
development on the outskirts of Helsby and Frodsham and blurring the distinction
between urban and rural;

Recreational opportunities are provided by public rights of way including the
North Cheshire Way long distance route passing through the area from Helsby
Hill to join the Sandstone Trail along the Frodsham Sandstone Ridge. A parking
area and footpath lead from the B5393 to the Arboretum on the Frodsham
Sandstone Ridge;

The wooded high ground of Frodsham Hill and Helsby Hill dominates the
southern and western parts of the area, where the very strong skyline terminates
all views in these directions;

Distant views extend over Frodsham, Helsby and Lordship Marches to the
Mersey;

Generally a quiet, rural landscape although the A56 Chester Road passes
through the area between Helsby and Frodsham, contributing to the sense of
movement and noise locally;

The railway and traffic on the M56 just beyond the character area to the north also
adds to the sense of movement and noise;

The area south of the A56 is designated as part of the Helsby and Frodsham Hills
ASCV,

The character area is overlooked from many high vantage points on the Helsby
Hill Sandstone Ridge and Frodsham Sandstone Ridge and is visually sensitive;
The Stanlow Oil Refinery complex at Runcorn is visible, as are the wind turbines
and pylons that run parallel to the motorway beyond the character area to the
north; and

T The church spire of Trinity Church at Frodsham is a landmark.
Criteria Analysis
Landscape quality The CWaC landscape character assessment notes that the LCA

is in active agricultural use and is managed for these land uses.
Although the hedgerow network is generally intact, there are
some gaps in the network and some over-mature hedgerow
trees. Some of the sandstone G
Fencingd need repair, particul
20t h century ribbon devel opmenr
appearance, particularly alongside the A56 which is lit along its
entire length through this character area between Helsby and
Frodsham.
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In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016) that appears
to be relevant to the study area, the CWaC landscape character
assessment notes:

Some evidence of decline in hedgerow boundaries;
Some boundary sandstone walls and estate type

0 Ch e skhé r ceiare gl€o in need of repair,
particularly alongside roads;

A shift from grassland to crops (in particular potatoes)
and a general reduction in number of farm units,
accompanied by an increase in the proportion of larger
holdings;

Steady intensification of grassland management has
resulted in pasture 6 i mpr o vamdrleent 6

gradual loss of unimproved species rich grassland,;

20th century ribbon development particularly alongside
the A56 has resulted in the gradual suburbanisation
and narrowing of the open gap between Helsby and
Frodsham;

Conversion of traditional dairy barns into residential
development, e.g. at Godscroft Hall;

Location within The Mersey Forest indicates that there is
likely to be additional tree planting in the area to establish
a woodland framework around Helsby and Frodsham and
seek to create a woodland buffer on suitable land
between the settlements and the motorway, which would
be a positive change,;

Pressure for residential and employment development
alongside roads and on the edge of Helsby and
Frodsham that could lead to coalescence and the loss of
identity of the two settlements;

Pressure for conversion of farm buildings for other uses
including residential, business and industrial use, with
erection of modern portal sheds to replace the lost space;
Farm diversification, especially to holiday chalets and
caravan sites; and

Pressure for built development associated with the main
A56 that passes through the landscape.

The field survey identified:

T This EA represents a common landscape character type

in Cheshire and compared to the other LCAs, it is
considered to be a good example.
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Scenic quality

The CWaC LLD study and landscape character assessment
identifies the following distinctive features, and perceptual and
scenic qualities:

M

The small-scale field pattern, hedgerows and hedgerow
trees, and distinctive backdrop of the wooded hills on the
edge of the Sandstone Ridge gives a sense of enclosure
to the south of the character area where the strong
skyline terminates views, and a perception of an intimate
character;

Overall a semi-enclosed landscape generally composed
of a simple combination of farmland, hedgerows and
hedgerow trees with variety provided by the undulating
topography, low sandstone walls, 6 C h e sFheinrceand g
buildings. The red sandstone and brick contrast with the
green pasture and wooded backdrop, providing warm
colours in the landscape. The area is unified by its
location between the prominent Sandstone Ridge to the
south and west and the flat marshland to the north;
Generally a quiet, rural landscape although the A56
and railway pass the fringes of the area, contributing to
the sense of movement and noise locally. The A56 is lit
along its entire length through this character area
between Helsby and Frodsham, providing a
suburbanising influence both during the day and at night-
time;

The North Cheshire Way long distance route links to
Helsby Hill to join the Sandstone Trail along the
Frodsham Sandstone Ridge and brings recreational users
to the area who are likely to have a visual interest in the
surrounding landscape;

The character area is overlooked from many high vantage
points on the Helsby Hill Sandstone Ridge and Frodsham
Sandstone Ridge and is visually sensitive, although not
as prominent as the ridge itself;

Visually strong 6 b u t tchaeaster ®f adjacent Helsby
and Frodsham Hills from the coastal saltmarshes,
mudflats and M56 corridor to the north;

Prominent, distinctive, rolling skyline and inter-locking
outline of the wooded slopes help to locally enclose the
landscape and add seasonal change;

Low density of settlement, buildings and minor roads
contribute to 6 d e e nral character;
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1

M

Low density of development and quiet lanes serve to
provide contrast with surrounding settled, industrial and
urban landscapes; and

The church spire of Trinity Church at Frodsham is a
landmark.

The field survey identified the following factors:

1

The nearby prominent landforms of the heavily wooded
ridge provide a very important backdrop and landscape
setting to this lower-lying landscape and as such, it makes
a valuable contribution to the scenic quality of this EA,;
The urban edges of Helsby and Frodsham, and mixed
land uses and ribbon development along Travin Road,
detract from the scenic quality of the local landscape; and
From northern parts, the Stanlow Oil Refinery complex,
pylons and wind turbines to the north of the nearby
motorway, notably detract from the appreciation of scenic
quality.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

M

Given most of the EA is in active agricultural use, the
experience of relative wildness is very minimal.

Relative tranquility

The LLD study and landscape character assessment note:

1

Relative tranquillity compared to surrounding transport
corridors and settlements; and

The M56 just beyond the character area to the north adds
to the sense of movement and noise.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
natural and physical qualities and features:

1

Underlying bedrock geology of Helsby Sandstone
Formations that has been weathered and overlain by
glacio-fluvial drift (sands and gravels) and till (boulder
clay) deposits that give rise to a gently undulating
landscape, gradually rising from 10m to 60m AOD at the
edge of the Frodsham Sandstone Ridge and Helsby Hill
Sandstone Ridge;

Geology gives rise to a deep, well drained sandy and
coarse loamy soil known as brown sands that support a
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mixed agricultural landscape of arable and grassland,
with fragments of acid grassland;

1 Mature hedgerow trees, a broadleaf copse at Foxhill and
trees and scrub along the southern end of a small stream
are valuable landscape features in a landscape with
generally low woodland cover; and

1 Small to medium size fields bounded by thorn hedgerows
with mature hedgerow trees forming a strong field pattern
and contributing to the sense of enclosure associated
with this landscape.

Cultural heritage The landscape character assessment identifies the following
cultural features:

1 The small to medium size hedged fields, which display
a combination of irregular medieval enclosure and
modern reorganisation and enclosure provide historic
continuity in the landscape.

1 Fields are smaller and more regular on the steeper
slopes, and larger and more irregularly shaped on the
flatter ground to the north;

1 The strong intact hedgerow network along field
boundaries, with an abundance of hedgerow trees;

1 Enclosed medieval townfields around Woodhouses are
visible as small-scale field divisions; and

1 Recreational opportunities are provided by public rights of
way including the North Cheshire Way long distance
route passing through the area from Helsby Hill to join the
Sandstone Trail along the Frodsham Sandstone Ridge. A
parking area and footpath lead from the B5393 to the
Arboretum on the Frodsham Sandstone Ridge.

Summary evaluation 71 overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

Designated as an ASCV, this EA exhibits a relatively strong rural character and where
the nearby prominent landforms of the heavily wooded ridge provide an important
backdrop and landscape setting, these make a very valuable contribution to the scenic
guality of this EA and its strong sense of place. However, there are no natural or cultural
features of national importance and in places, built development and land use change
erode landscape and scenic quality. To the north of the EA, the Stanlow Oil Refinery and
pylons wind turbines to north of the nearby motorway, also have notable effect on
tranquillity and the appreciation of Natural Beauty. Considering these factors, and that the
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landscapes of the adjacent Sandstone Ridge EAs are not considered to be outstanding,
it is recommended that this EA should not form part of the Candidate Area for
designation.
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Figure 18 Images associated with Table 17 Evaluation Area 15: EA15: Helsby to
Frodsham LCA 1 Undulating and Enclosed Farmland LCT. This figure is prepared by
D. Harman 2025 Natural England under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for
public sector information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty and conversely, incongruous elements and land uses that
detract from it.

,‘;ﬁiﬁ,g-;«- > (‘:{{ % L
84.Woodedcontainmentof Frodsham 85.Builtdevelopmentandlandusechange
SandstoneRidge alongTarvinRoad

Helsbyandindustrialdevelopmentto north-
west
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Table 18 Evaluation Area 16

Table 18 describes the evaluation area 16 including subheading Landscape context as
well as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 18 (appendix)

The Norley LCA represents a particularly undulating area of farmland, influenced by
glacial drift deposits, located to the north of Delamere. The boundary between Delamere
and Norley Undulating Enclosed Farmland is defined by a change in topography and the
extent of glacio-fluvial sand and gravel deposits. The landscape towards Cuddington has
been excluded from the EA, none of which is designated ASCV. To the north is the
Frodsham to Northwich Undulating Enclosed Farmland (EA14) which is lower lying and
less steeply undulating, and to the south, the Delamere Meres and Mosses LCA (EAs
21-23).

The key characteristics of the Norley LCA that are relevant to the study area are:

T A bedrock geology of Bollin Mudstones (part of the Mercia Mudstone Group)
covered by overlying glacial drift deposits that gives rise to an undulating
topography between 35m and 90m AOD;

1 Steep, wooded valleys incise the hills, containing small brooks that drain
towards the River Weaver. Gorse prevalent on steep slopes;

1 Glacio-fluvial deposits mask the underlying mudstones, giving rise to well drained
sandy and coarse loamy soils. These soils support a mixture of dairying on short
term grassland and arable crops;

1 Small-scale fields resulting from late 18th and early 19" century enclosure by
private agreement and Parliamentary Act are bounded by hedgerows with
hedgerow trees;

T The sheltered valleys and steeper slopes support woodland i for example along
Small Brook and the upper reaches of Crowton Brook;

T Remnant historic orchards e.g. to the south-west of Kingsley;

1 Glacio-fluvial deposits have been quarried in the past;

1 Areas of former parkland at Norley Hall, Norley Bank, around Royalty Covert and
at Delamere Park;

1 Passive recreation in the form of public rights of way, including part of the
Delamere Way which provides access to the adjacent Delamere Forest. Breech
Moss is a small area of Registered Common Land with open access;

1 A network of small sunken lanes link scattered farms and hamlets while the post-
medieval settlement of Norley forms a focus for the area;

1 Characteristic vernacular architecture including sandstone farmsteads and a
sandstone church at Norley;

1 Steep landform undulations and woodland contribute to an enclosed, intimate
landscape; and
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7 Views across Delamere to the south-west and across Frodsham to Northwich
Undulating Enclosed Farmland to the north-east.

Criteria

Analysis

Landscape quality

The landscape character assessment notes that the LCA is in
active agricultural use and is managed for these land uses.
Although the hedgerow network is generally intact, there are
some gaps in the network and some over-mature hedgerow trees.
Some woodlands are not being actively managed. Breech Moss
has been succeeded to scrub/woodland.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016) that appears
to be relevant to the study area, the CWaC landscape character
assessment notes:

1 Limited boundary management, with evidence of decline in
hedgerow boundaries and decline/loss of hedgerow trees
due to flail mowing;

1 Under-management and deterioration of some farm
woodlands;

1 Increase in fencing to replace hedgerow boundaries i
including close board fencing associated with new garden
boundaries i leading to loss of historic field pattern;

1 Village expansion by way of ribbon development;

1 The 6 s ubur b a ofipata of the laniiscape by new
built features such as kerbs, lighting, driveways and
gateposts;

1 A shift from grassland to crops, fallow and set-aside and a
general reduction in number of farm units, accompanied by
an increase in the proportion of larger holdings;

1 Growth of potatoes and maize in traditionally pastoral areas
resulting in soil erosion as a result of exposure of bare soil;

1 Improved drainage and in-filling leading to loss of field
ponds, bogs and mosses over the years. Breech moss has
been succeeded to scrub/woodland;

1 Steady intensification of grassland management has resulted
in the loss of herb rich hay pastures;

1 Loss of orchards;

1 Loss of historic parkland to agricultural or recreational uses,
or development;

1 Under-management of Breech Moss and invasion by scrub;

1 Some of the broadleaved woodland resource has been
replaced with non-native coniferous species in the past;
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Farm diversification including introduction of riding schools,
stables and paddocks;

On-going decline in traditional woodland management
practices leading to general deterioration and increase in the
proportion of over-mature trees;

Location within The Mersey Forest indicates that there is
likely to be additional tree planting in the area, principally on
the steeper valley slopes, which would be a positive change;
Erosion of built environment character through incremental
development: pressure for small-scale incremental
residential development, principally around Norley and
Kingsley but also in the wider countryside;

Pressure for conversion of farm buildings for other uses
including residential, business and industrial use, with
erection of modern portal sheds to replace the lost space;
and

Located within an area of search for sand and gravel
extraction.

The field survey identified:

1 This EA represents a common landscape character type
in Cheshire in considering the above issues affecting
landscape quality, it is considered to be an average
example.

Scenic quality

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
distinctive features, and perceptual and scenic qualities:

1 The steeply undulating topography and presence of
woodland and incised valleys gives a sense of enclosure;

1 Exposed ridges, e.g. at Gallowsclough Hill, that are
visually prominent and sensitive;

1 Red sandstone and brick contrast with the green pasture,
providing warm colours in the landscape;

1 The area is unified by its undulating landform that is more
pronounced than other character areas within this
landscape type;

1 The farmed landscape gives an impression of being
manicuredand 6t a me d 0 ;

1 Generally a rural landscape, including a relatively dense
net work of rural | anes, bu
development at Delamere Park, a relatively high density
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of scattered settlement, and a caravan park, detract from
rural character;

1 The Norley Undulating Enclosed Farmland forms a
backdrop to views from the Frodsham to Northwich
Undulating Enclosed Farmland to the north-east. The
skyline is therefore prominent; and

1 Elevated and distant views from this area across
Delamere to the south-west and across Frodsham to
Northwich Undulating Enclosed Farmland to the north
and east.

The field survey identified the following factors:

1 Although the EA exhibits a largely rural character, the
landscape to the east is not particularly distinctive due to
the influence of suburban built development and land use
changes that detract from scenic quality;

1 Areas of steeply undulating topography and presence of
woodland and incised valleys notably contribute to
scenic quality; and

1 To the west, the Sandstone Ridge provides a backdrop to
this EA, although as the landform is not particularly
distinctive, its contribution to the scenic quality of this EA
is quite limited.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

1 Given most of the EA is active agricultural use, the
experience of relative wildness is very minimal.

Relative tranquility

The landscape character assessment notes:

1 Generally a quiet landscape but some busy roads, an
area of suburban style development at Delamere Park, a
relatively high density of scattered settlement and a
caravan park, all detract from tranquillity.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
natural and physical qualities and features:

1 The distinctive, highly undulating topography with narrow
valleys carved by small brooks that drain the area;
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The incised valleys containing small brooks that support
important woodland and wetland habitats and provide
landscape diversity;

The prominent ridge at Gallowsclough Hill and steep
valleys;

The underlying Bollin Mudstones covered by a mantle of
glacial drift deposits (a mixture of boulder clay and glacio-
fluvial sand and gravels) which give rise to a mixture of
clay soils and deep, well drained sandy and coarse, that
support a predominantly pastoral landscape;

Disused sand and gravel pits and quarries, for example at
Gallowsclough Lane, Norley Bank and The Gorse;

The woodland in sheltered valleys and steeper slopes,
e.g. along Small Brook and the upper reaches of Crowton
Brook; and

The isolated pocket of peat on the southern edge of
Norley that supports scrub woodland on an old mossland
site (Breech Moss).

Cultural heritage

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
cultural features:

1

M

M

1

The small-scale field pattern that divides the landscape -
a mixture of ancient irregular enclosures along the north-
east facing slopes and regular Parliamentary and planned
enclosures along the ridge top at Gallowsclough Hill;
The strong intact hedgerow network along field
boundaries, with hedgerow trees;
Areas of former parkland at Norley Hall, Norley Bank, and
around Royalty Covert i now all farmland
and at Delamere Park, now an area of 20th century
housing (forming an extension to Cuddington Hall
Conservation Area);
Remnant historic orchards to the south-west of Kingsley,
typically small domestic orchards attached to farms;
The network of public rights of way, including the
Delamere Way long distance recreational route which
provides access to the adjacent Delamere Forest;
Breech Moss peat mossland is a small area of Registered
Common Land with open access;
The remnants of the Motte and Bailey at Harthill Bank and
the tumulus at Gallowsclough Hill are an indication that
the area had been settled long before the Medieval
period; and
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T The heavy WWII anti-aircraft battery close to Finger Post
Farm which is recognised as a Scheduled Monument.

Summary evaluation 71 overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

Although this EA it exhibits a relatively strong rural character with areas of steeply
undulating topography with woodland and incised valleys that notably contribute to
scenic quality, in places, this is often eroded by the influence of busy roads, suburban
built development and land use change such stables and paddocks. The extent of
natural cultural features of national importance is minimal and with none of the EA
designated ASCV, the experience of Natural Beauty is relatively limited. As such, the
landscape is not considered to be outstanding and therefore, it is recommended that it
should not form part of the Candidate Area for designation.

Figure 19 Images associated with Table 18 Evaluation Area 16: EA16: Norley LCA i
Undulating and Enclosed Farmland LCT. This figure is prepared by D. Harman 2025
Natural England under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for public sector
information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of incongruous elements and land uses that
detract from Natural Beauty.

86. Distinctiveundulatingwoodedfarmland
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Table 19 Evaluation Area 17

Table 19 describes the evaluation area 17 including subheading Landscape context as
well as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 19 (appendix)

The Eaton, Marton and Over LCA is a transitional area of gently undulating farmland
lying between the elevated areas of Delamere and the Eddisbury Sandstone Ridge to the
west, and the flat lowland of the Cheshire Plain to the south and west. It extends from
Tiverton and Tarporley in the west to wrap around the north-western and southern edges
of Winsford to the east, where it abuts the Weaver Valley. Of the entire LCA, only three
small areas are within the study area - one to the north of Little Budworth, one to the
north of Eaton and one to the south of Tarporley. None of this EA none of is designated
ASCV.

The key characteristics of the LCA that are relevant to the study area are:

T A bedrock geology of Bollin Mudstones (part of the Mercia Mudstone Group)
covered by a mantle of glacial drift deposits that gives rise to a gently undulating
topography between 50m and 70m AOD;

1 Glacio-fluvial outwash deposits of sands and gravels support some fragments of
acid grassland/heathland;

T Unimproved meadows and species rich grassland along brooks and on lower lying
areas;

1 Boulder clay deposits mask the underlying mudstones giving rise to a
predominance of poorly draining clay soils that support dairying and some arable
crops;

T Small-scale fields resulting from late 18th and early 19th century enclosure by
private agreement and Parliamentary Act are bounded by hedgerows with
hedgerow trees and drainage ditches. Small-scale medieval townfields surround
Eaton and Little Budworth;

1 Small farm woodlands, coverts and willow withy beds are important features of a
landscape with generally relatively low woodland cover;

1 Field ponds are a feature of the lower lying areas, indicating the extraction of marl
(calcareous deposits) from the boulder clay for past agricultural improvement;

1 Designed landscape at Tilstone Hall with woodland and ornamental landscaped
gardens associated with the hall, Tilstone lodge and Tilstone Hall Farm;

1 A network of small rural lanes link scattered farms, cottages, hamlets and halls.
Eaton and Little Budworth form nucleated settlements and Tiverton is a linear
village;

1 Eaton, Little Budworth and Tiverton (and Tarporley abutting the LCA) are
Conservation Areas, with a number of Listed Buildings, with others across the
area e.g. Tilstone Hall Folly;
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T Building materials are typically red brick and sandstone, with large red brick dairy
barns and thatched cottages particular features;

T Theo Ch e srhaiirl & the ¢lack and white painted estate railings;

T Moated sites were once a feature T surviving medieval sites on the outskirts of
Eaton and Marton Hall are Scheduled Monuments;

1 Roman Villa site at Eaton, the only such site in Cheshire;

1 The skyline is punctuated by hedgerow trees, copses and farm buildings; and

1 Long distance views from high vantage ground including important views to
Beeston Castle and Peckforton Castle on the wooded Sandstone Ridge.

Criteria

Analysis

Landscape quality

The landscape character assessment notes that the LCA is in
active agricultural use and is managed for these land uses.
Although the hedgerow network is generally intact, there are some
gaps in the network and some over-mature hedgerow trees.
Some woodlands are not being actively managed. There is
relatively little unimproved species rich grassland remaining.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016) that appears
to be relevant to the study area, the CWaC landscape character
assessment notes:

1 Limited boundary management, with evidence of decline
in hedgerow boundaries (trees left 6 ¢ n

1 f i edndld@dline/loss of hedgerow trees due to flail
mowing or ploughing too close to hedgerow boundaries;

1 Increase in fencing to replace hedgerow boundaries
leading to loss of historic field pattern;

1 A shift from grassland to crops, fallow and set-aside and a
general reduction in number of farm units, accompanied
by an increase in the proportion of larger holdings;

1 Growth of potatoes and maize in traditionally pastoral
areas, resulting in soil erosion as a result of exposure of
bare soll;

1 Improved drainage and in-filling leading to loss of field
ponds but this appears to have halted;

1 Steady intensification of grassland management has
resulted in pasture 6 i mp r o vamdrleegradal loss of
unimproved species rich grassland, but this appears to
have halted;

1 Farm diversification including introduction of riding schools,
stables and paddocks;
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The field survey identified:

f

Pressure for residential and industrial/employment
development in the wider countryside, that could affect
the close relationship between town and country;

There could be lack of management of farmland on the
edge of urban areas in the hope that it becomes favoured
for development;

Pressure for conversion of farm buildings for other uses
including residential, business and industrial use, with
erection of modern portal sheds to replace the lost space;
Decline in condition andthe X
black and white painted estate railings; and

Pressure for built development associated with the main
roads that pass through the landscape (A49, A51 and
A54).

This EA represents a common landscape character type
in Cheshire but as most of the rural landscape remains
intact, it is considered to be a good example.

Scenic quality

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
distinctive features, and perceptual and scenic qualities:

f

The large-scale, undulating landscape overlaid by a small-
scale field pattern allows varying views, from enclosed
low-lying views to open long distance views from higher
ground which is visually more sensitive e.g. from high
ground above Tiverton to Beeston Castle and Peckforton
Castle on the wooded Sandstone Ridge to the south;

The simplicity of the mostly pastoral land use and the
pattern of elements such as hedgerows and trees provides
landscape unity, texture and seasonal colour;

Red sandstone and brick contrast with the green pasture,
providing warm colours in the landscape;

The farmed landscape gives an impression of being
manicuredand0t a me d 0 ;

Generally a rural landscape with a dense network of rural
lanes;

No strong skyline to this relatively low-lying landscape
other than hedgerow trees, copses and farm buildings;
The presence of undulating topography, woodland and
hedgerow trees means there is some potential for
mitigating visual impact without the mitigation measures in
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themselves having an adverse effect on the character of
the landscape;

1 The western part of the area is visible from the Eddisbury
Sandstone Ridge above Eaton. There are also some views
into the area from Delamere, although these tend to be
glimpsed.

The field survey identified the following factors:

1 Although the Sandstone Ridge provides a backdrop to this
EA, the landform of the south-western slopes to the north
of Tarporley are not particularly distinctive and therefore,
its contribution to the scenic quality of this EA is quite
limited. From near Tiverton however, the contribution of
Beeston Crag and Peckforton is more evident.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

1 Given most of the EA is active agricultural use, the
experience of relative wildness is very minimal.

Relative tranquility

The landscape character assessment notes:

1 Generally a quiet rural landscape although the A49, A51
and A54 that pass through the area contribute to the
sense of movement and noise locally, as does Oulton park
racetrack which lies just outside the area.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
natural and physical qualities and features:

f The undulating topography, being more elevated in the
north-west adjoining the Sandstone Ridge and generally
flattening out to the south where it merges with the plain;

1 LWS of Tilstone Wood and Mere, Brookhouse Farm
Meadows and Coach Road Farm Meadows;

1 The underlying Bollin Mudstones (Northwich Halite
Formation) covered by a mantle of glacial drift deposits
(mostly boulder clay) which give rise to a predominance of
poorly draining clay soils that support dairying and some
arable crops;

1 The isolated pockets of glacio-fluvial sand and gravels
particularly adjacent to Delamere Forest which support
some small areas of acid grassland or heathland;
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1 Fields bounded by thorn hedgerows with mature hedgerow
trees a feature of the landscape;

1 The large number of field ponds from past marl digging
contribute to the wetland habitats;

1 The small farm woodlands, coverts and withy beds are
important landscape features;

1 Copses, clumps, avenues and mature trees associated
with the designed landscapes at Tilstone Hall are also a
feature.

Cultural heritage

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
cultural features:

1 The small-scale field pattern that divides the landscape - a
mixture of ancient irregular enclosures and larger, late
post medieval enclosures. Of particular note area the
small-scale Medieval townfields that Eaton, Little Budworth
and Tiverton;

1 The ancient irregular enclosures provide a sense of time
depth in the landscape;

1 The strong intact hedgerow network along field boundaries,
with an abundance of hedgerow trees;

1 Areas of parkland associated with large houses and
farmsteads, for example Tilstone Hall/Tilstone Hall Farm;

1 Surviving moated site and an area of earthworks on the
south-eastern outskirts of Eaton is a Scheduled
Monument. A number of roadside cross bases are also
Scheduled Monuments;

1 Roman Villa site at Eaton, the only such site in Cheshire;
and

1 Eaton, Little Budworth and Tiverton (and Tarporley
abutting the LCA) are Conservation Areas, with a number
of Listed Buildings.

evidence

Summary evaluation

T overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty

Although this EA it exhibits a relatively strong rural character with some notable cultural
features and field patterns that provide a sense of time depth to the landscape, there are
no natural features of national importance. The A49, A51 and A54 pass through the area
and contribute to a notable sense of movement and noise. These busy roads with some
associated scattered development also provide a sense of detachment from the
Sandstone Ridge, such that with increasing distance, the contribution of the ridge to the
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scenic quality of this EA is often quite difficult to discern. Although this largely rural EA
exhibits a pleasant landscape and scenic quality, it is not considered to be outstanding.
As such, it is recommended that it should not form part of the Candidate Area for
designation. This is reinforced by the Candidate Area exclusion of all adjacent EAs.
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Table 20 Evaluation Area 18

Table 20 describes the evaluation area 18 including subheading Landscape context as
well as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 20 (appendix)

The Malpas Undulating Enclosed Farmland lies in the south of CWaC, between Clutton to
the north and the Wych Valley to the south. The Tattenhall to Shocklach Plain LCA
(EA12) wraps round the character area to the north and west; the Beeston to Duckington
Sandstone Fringe LCA (EA8) and the Cholmondeley and Bickley Woodland, Heaths,
Meres and Mosses LCAs (EA24) lie to the north-east, with the Gringley Valley to the
south-east. The character area boundaries are generally defined by geology and
topography, with the A534 forming the northern boundary. The landscape to south of
Malpas has been excluded from the study area and none of the EA is designated as an
ASCV.

The key characteristics of the LCA that are relevant to the study area are:

1 Bedrock geology of Mudstones covered by a mantle of glacial drift deposits
(boulder clays) that gives rise to an undulating landform of interlocking hills;

7 In the north and west a series of escarpments and dip slopes create a locally
distinctive landscape of sandstone outcrops identified as RIGS and where disused
guarries are found;

1 The topography 6 ¢ r o at Malpas towards the centre of the character area rising
to a maximum height of 134m AOD, falling to join the plain northwards to around
20m AOD at Barton and westwards to 45m AOD at Threapwood,;

1 The north-south divide between drainage catchment areas: north of Malpas small
brooks drain northwards and westwards towards the River Dee;

1 Steep wooded valleys of high conservation value, with a rich mosaic of
broadleaved semi-natural woodland including coppice with a diverse ground flora,
unimproved grassland, that incise the hills and contain small brooks;

1 Mixed broadleaf and coniferous woodland and copses are a feature on high
ground in the north where they are prominent on the skyline and give the
impression of a well wooded landscape;

1 Unimproved grassland and woodland on stream sides, steep banks, sandstone
outcrops and other places where agricultural improvement has been limited,;

1 Varying sandy and clay soils, supporting mostly arable farmland cropping
especially fodder crops such as maize, interspersed with some pasture, in
contrast to dairying on the adjoining plain;

1 Cohesive and un-fragmented regionally significant historic landscape with
extremely well preserved late medieval field systems and extensive ridge and
furrow; abundant hedgerows and hedgerow trees creating a characteristic
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west; and

patchwork with preserved elements of the earlier medieval open fields and
common land (which is sometimes associated with dispersed settlement);

1 Dispersed settlement pattern with narrow sunken lanes weaving between high
hedges and linear belts linking villages, hamlets, farmsteads and isolated
cottages. Larger roads radiate out from the main settlement of Malpas;

1 Sandstone walls sometimes topped by the hedges, with timber fences and
0 Ch e sha irleilsodosin along fields and roadside boundaries;

1 Field ponds (marl pits) are a feature of the lower lying areas; other water bodies
include reservoirs on high ground and ornamental parkland lakes;

T Built form is typically simple red/orange brick cottages with steeply pitching roofs
and slate or clay pantiles, terminating in distinctive gable parapets; also timber-
framed buildings and decorative brick detailing at Carden Park;

1 The Carden Park Estate in the north, with its lodges and ice house, extensive
woodland belts and boundary walls is now a hotel, spa, golf resort and outdoor
adventure centre;

1 A number of the halls and small historic estates such as Chorlton, Overton and
Cuddington; Chorlton Old Hall and Edge Hall have medieval moats;

T Wide range of archaeological sites, e.g. Castel Hill Motte at Malpas and Round
Barrow at Carden;

T Arural, tranquil landscape away from the main A41 and A534;

1 Extensive views from high ground across the plain to the Clwydian Hills to the

1 The sandstone fringe and Sandstone Ridge form a very dominant skyline to the
north. St. Os w a | Cthusch in Malpas provides a significant landmark.

Criteria

Analysis

Landscape quality

The landscape character assessment notes that the LCA is in
active agricultural use and is managed for these land uses.
Although the hedgerow network is generally intact, there are some
gaps in the network and some over-mature hedgerow trees.

Some of the sandstoneboundary wal | sFeaancd n
needs repair, particularly alongside roads. The areas of 20th
century ribbon development at No Mans Heath off the A41 give
the landscape a distinctly suburban appearance.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016) that appears
to be relevant to the study area, the CWaC landscape character
assessment notes:
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1 Limited boundary management, with evidence of gappy
hedges and walls and fencin
neglected and in need of repair;

1 Agricultural intensification with enlargement of fields and
loss of hedgerow boundaries (oak trees left 6 +f 1 ewitld 6
loss of historic field pattern;

1 Under-management and deterioration of some farm
woodlands;

1 A shift from pasture grazing with increasing areas being
cultivated for arable cropping, silage or fodder crops
including cereals and maize;

1 Significant change has occurred on the former Carden Park
Estate (but topography, dense woodland and boundary
walls have limited its impact on the landscape);

1 Loss of historic parkland to recreational use (such as golf
courses) or farmland,

1 Loss of heathland to recreational use or farmland or
invasion by scrub and bracken;

1 Loss of unimproved grassland to farmland;

1 Loss of ridge and furrow resulting from increase in arable
land use replacing pasture;

1 Limited management of field ponds has resulted in some
silting up and drying out due to natural processes of
vegetation succession and overshadowing from trees;

1 Farm diversification including introduction of riding schools,
stables and paddocks;

1 Pressure for (large-scale) residential/lemployment
development, in particular at Malpas and No Mans Heath;

1 Further loss of ridge and furrow which is a key historic
landscape characteristic of the area; Pressure for
conversion of farm buildings for other uses including
residential, business and industrial use, with erection of
modern portal sheds to replace the lost space;

1 Pressure for Solar PV farms;

1 Pressure for built development associated with the main
A41 that passes through the landscape, for example at
road junctions at No Mans Heath and Hampton Heath; and

Pressure for more golf courses.

The field survey identified:
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1 This EA represents a common landscape character type

in Cheshire but as most of the rural landscape remains
intact, it is considered to be a good example.

Scenic quality

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
distinctive features, and perceptual and scenic qualities:

1 Generally a deeply rural landscape away from the main

A41 that passes north-south through the eastern side of
the character area, and the A534 defining the northern
boundary;

The northern area around Carden Park appears to be
heavily wooded due to the dominance of trees on the
skyline;

The adjacent wooded Beeston to Duckington Sandstone
Fringe and the Higher Burwardsley Sandstone Ridge
form a very dominant skyline to the north of the character
area,

Extensive views from high ground to the Clwydian Hills;
and St. Os w a | Gihuirch, Malpas provides a significant
landmark, especially when approaching the settlement
from the south.

The field survey identified the following factors:

1 The prominent landform of the heavily wooded ridge

provides a very important backdrop and landscape setting
to this lower-lying landscape and as such, it makes a
particularly valuable contribution to the scenic quality and
associated appreciation of Natural Beauty;

A series of distinctive sandstone outcrops notably
contribute to the scenic quality of the local landscape;

A diverse intimate inward looking landscape forming part of
estate policies of Edge Hall with small wooded valleys to
the south exhibit a strong sense of place; and

The part of Carden Park now occupied by extensive golf
courses and leisure facilities/hotel notably detracts from the
scenic quality of the local landscape, as does Industrial
development close to A41 near Hampton Heath and linear
suburban development at No Mans Heath.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:
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f

Although the sense of wildness is very minimal within most
of the agricultural landscape, a sense of remoteness and
semi-natural character can be experienced within small
wooded valleys.

Relative tranquility

The landscape character assessment notes:

il

Generally a quiet rural landscape away from the main A41
that passes north-south through the eastern side of the
character area, and the A534 defining the northern
boundary.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
natural and physical qualities and features:

f

Steeply undulating topography of interlocking hills with
locally distinctive wooded sandstone outcrops at Carden
Park (Parkers Hill), Overton Scar and Edge Scar; the
escarpment and caves at Carden Park are identified as a
(RIGS);

An east-west drainage catchment that 6 ¢ r o &t Malp&s,
with small brooks draining northwards and southwards
through the character area and westwards into the River
Dee;

Solid bedrock geology of mudstones, overlain by glacio-
fluvial drift deposits of boulder clay and stagnogley sandy
and clay/loam soils that give rise to a predominantly arable
land use, with some pasture;

The steep wooded valleys with a rich mosaic of
broadleaved semi-natural woodland including coppice with
a diverse ground flora, unimproved grassland, that drain
northwards towards the River Dee, e.g. Upper Wood and
Lower Wood at Edge, Randal
Wood west of Duckington;

The incised hills that contain small brooks such as Carden
Brook and Hooks Brook and their numerous tributaries that
contain important concentrations of these habitats, some
of which are LWS;

Ancient Woodland on stream sides, steep banks,
sandstone outcrops and other places where agricultural
improvement has been limited, e.g. Overton Scar outcrop
is an LWS;
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1 Unimproved grassland also on stream sides, steep banks,

sandstone outcrops and other places where agricultural
improvement has been limited, with notable areas around
Carden and Duckington and Bradley; and

Mixed broadleaf and coniferous woodland and copses are
a feature on high ground in the north around Carden Park,
e.g.atP a r k Hilt addsthe conifer plantation at Round Hill.

Cultural heritage

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
cultural features:

The LCA contains a regionally significant late medieval landscape
which preserves elements of the earlier medieval open fields. The
historic landscape of this area is generally cohesive and un-
fragmented and is considered to contain some of the best
preserved late medieval field systems and ridge and furrow in
Cheshire, providing historic continuity in the landscape;

f

The townfields that are located in the vicinity of historic
settlements;

The landscape to the south-west, in Wales and known as
the Maelor Saesneg, is included on the Countryside
Council for Wales/CADW/International Council on
Monuments and Sites (UK): Historic Landscapes Register;
Part 2.2 Register of Landscapes of Special Historic
Interest in Wales. England has no equivalent register,
however this landscape is clearly of regional, if not national,
importance;

Sandstone walls sometimes topped by hedges, with
other boundaries of timber fencing and6 Che s hi r €
Railingso;

Examples of surviving common land as indicated by the
place names e.g. Edge Green, Overton Heath, Hampton
Heath and Cuddington Heath;

Field ponds are a feature of the lower lying areas,
indicating the extraction of marl (calcareous deposits) from
the boulder clay for past agricultural improvement;

Other water bodies include reservoirs on high ground,
ornamental parkland lakes and a mill pond at Stretton
Water Mill;

Disused quarries indicate the previous sandstone
extraction in the area, for example at Edge Green and
Overton;
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1 The historic Carden Park Estate in the north, previously
the site of a 16th century timber framed hall (Carden Hall
burnt down in 1912) and deer park. Today two lodges and
an ice house remain, with other Listed Buildings/structures;

f Halls and small historic estates are located in the west of
the character area, at Chorlton (including Chorlton Hall,
Chorlton Old Hall, Chorlton House and Chorlton Lodge), at
Overton (Overton Hall and Overton Manor), at Cuddington
(Cuddington Hall), Newton Hall, Preston Hall, and Edge
Hall towards the north. Chorlton Old Hall and Edge Hall
are moated medieval sites;

1 Wide range of archaeological sites, including Scheduled
Monuments, e.g. Castle Hill Motte at Malpas; Bronze Age
(c2200-1250BC) Round Barrow in Carden Park;

1 The discovery of items such as flints, burnt stones, the tip
of a Neolithic axe and Bronze Age pottery indicate that rock
shelters and caves located in Carden Park were likely to
have been occupied in the prehistoric period. One cave
was also deepened in the 18th century to house John
Harris, an eccentric who lived on the estate for 20 years;
and

1 Conservation Areas at Edge, Higher Carden and Malpas.

Summary evaluation 71 overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

Although none of this EA is designated as an ASCV, many parts exhibit a strong rural
character and sense of place. With outcrops of sandstone and small wooded intimate
valleys designated as Ancient Woodland and LWS, the landscape around Edge Hall and
to the south of Kidal is particularly distinctive and peaceful. The sandstone outcrops also
exhibit a strong geological relationship with the Sandstone Ridge, as do sunken lanes to
the west of the area. With Listed Buildings, Scheduled Monuments, parklands and other
cultural features scattered throughout, the landscape also exhibits a strong historic
character. The significant late medieval landscape which preserves elements of the
earlier medieval open fields further contributes to a strong time-depth of the landscape.
Although landscape quality is sometimes eroded by a lack of management and the
impact of built development, the prominent backdrop of the Sandstone Ridge provides a
very important setting to this EA and notably contributes to its scenic quality. Although not
as outstanding as the southern part of the ridge itself, it is recommended that this most of
this EA should form part of the Candidate Area for designation, apart from the landscape
around Carden Park.
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Figure 20 Images associated with Table 20 Evaluation Area 18: EA18: Malpas LCA 1
Undulating and Enclosed Farmland LCT. This figure is prepared by D. Harman 2025
Natural England under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for public sector

information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty and conversely, incongruous elements and land uses that
detract from it.

88.Wooded ridge at Carden 89. Historic field patterns
_—

i

90.Prominenbackdropof Sandstondridge 91.Intimate woodedvalleys

92.Sunkersandstondanes 93. Sandstoneutcrops
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94. AncientWoodland 95. Visitordevelopmentat CardenPark
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Table 21 Evaluation Area 19

Table 21 describes the evaluation area 18 including subheading Landscape context as
well as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 21 (appendix)

This small EA is formed by two LCAs, the Tiverton and Tilston Rolling Farmland LCA
(CwaC) and a small part of the Oulton Undulating Farmland LCA (CE). As they share
very similar characteristics within the study area that provides a setting to the eastern
end of the Gowy Valley LCA (EA26), they have been amalgamated into one EA. LCA
boundaries are defined primarily by geology and topography. The Eaton, Marton and
Over Undulating and Enclosed Farmland LCA (EA17) is located to the north, with the
Beeston and Ravensmoor Cheshire Plain LCA (EA11) to the south. None of the EA is
designated as an ASCV/LLD.

The key characteristics of the LCA that are relevant to the study area are:

1 Complex rolling landform falling steeply down from 70m to 40m AOD;

1 Bedrock geology of Mercia Mudstones overlain by till and glacial drift deposits
providing topographic variations;

T Rocky sandstone outcrops create a distinctive locally hilly landscape;

T Steeply rolling landform provides an intimate landscape of small to medium-scale
enclosure, fields to the west reflecting medieval enclosure around Tiverton, with
larger more open fields around Tilstone Bank to the east ;

1 A more intact hedgerow pattern and tree cover in the west, with noticeably fewer
hedges and trees to the east where field boundaries have been lost; other
boundaries include timber fencing around horse fields and gallops;

1 Predominantly grazed pastureland but with some arable cropping on flatter larger
fields;

1 Field ponds remain from previous marl pits dug for agricultural improvement, now
providing wildlife interest;

1 Undisturbed area between the canal and railway is of ecological interest for the
species rich grasslands;

T Tiverton is a small picturesque linear village that has expanded along the A49 and
Tilston Bank is a tiny nucleated hamlet; both have Conservation Areas with a
number of Listed Buildings;

1 The village/hamlet and scattered farms include examples of red brick dairy barns
(with round windows), thatched cottages and the red brick with timber framed
6bl ack and whitedé | ocal vernacular bu

1 The railway, River Gowy and Shropshire Union Canal run east-west within the
same transport corridor on low ground at the base of the hills; the A49 passes
north-south through the area;

T Minor sunken lanes follow the rolling topography offering a variety of views;
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T Variable views depending on location; views are enclosed where they are
funnelled along the river and canal and terminate at high ground at the eastern
edge of the Tiverton and Tilston LCA, whereas the high ground provides vantage
points with important views to Beeston Castle and Peckforton Castle on the
wooded Sandstone Ridge to the south;

1 A series of locks on the canal, including, Bunbury Locks, Beeston Iron Lock,
Beeston Stone Lock and Tilstone Lock, some of which are listed and Scheduled
Monuments. Tworound L e n g t h Kdsra@ sf heritage interest, as are the
remaining mills (although these are now converted to private residences e.g. Mill
Farm);

1 The canal provides an important recreational facility and a stopping of point, with
its locks, tow path, café, pub and a boat yard providing canal holidays; and

1 Waymarked footpaths through the fields provide links to the wider footpath

network.
Criteria Analysis
Landscape quality The CWaC landscape character assessment notes that the

Tiverton and Tilston LCA is actively managed agricultural land,
although some of the hedgerows have been lost or are in a
declining condition. The undisturbed area between the canal and
railway has the appearance of being overgrown and under
managed. Some land uses associated with the busy A49 road
corridor and railway sidings are not well integrated into the
landscape.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016) that appears
to be relevant to the study area, the CWaC landscape character
assessment notes:

1 Decline in hedgerow field boundaries and hedgerow trees,
due to agricultural improvement;

1 Loss of permanent grassland and an increase in growth of
arable crops on larger fields;

1 Farm diversification including introduction of horse gallops
with associated increase in use of timber fencing;

1 Growth in visitor numbers and tourism facilities associated
with the canal,

1 Conversion of farm buildings;

1 Conversion of mills to private residences;

1 Demolition of Beeston Castle pub and residential new
build;

1 Increased traffic, signage etc. on the A49 has
0 s ub ur btherdadcerddor;
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Closure and redevelopment of the cattle market (planning
permission for 103 dwellings);

Pressure from increased tourism associated with the
canal, for example new moorings;

Small infill or back land housing development could affect
the setting of Tiverton and Tilston in the landscape,
especially if this meant cutting into the hillside;
Inappropriate management of undisturbed species-rich
grassland between the canal and railway could reduce its
attraction as a locally valued site of ecological interest;
and

Road improvements to the A49 could lead to the further
suburbanisation of the character area through kerbing,
lighting, signage etc.

The field survey identified:

f

This EA represents a quite rare landscape character type
in Cheshire, but very common nationally. Given the above
issues affecting landscape quality, it is considered to be
an average example.

Scenic quality

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
distinctive features, and perceptual and scenic qualities:

f
f

Generally a picturesque, rural landscape,;

Views from low ground are enclosed where they are
funnelled along the river and canal and terminate at high
ground at the edge of the character area;

High ground provides vantage points with important views
to Beeston Castle and Peckforton Castle on the wooded
Sandstone Ridge to the south;

Occasional woodland and canal side vegetation provide
texture and interest;

The presence of hilly and undulating topography, some
woodland and hedgerow trees means that the ridges are
visually prominent whilst the valleys are hidden. There is
some potential for mitigating visual impact without the
mitigation measures in themselves having an adverse
effect on the character of the landscape.

The field survey identified the following factors:

f

To the west of the EA, the prominent landform of Beeston
Crag and the heavily wooded ridge beyond provides an
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important backdrop and landscape setting to this lower-
lying landscape and as such, it makes a valuable
contribution to the scenic quality and associated
appreciation of Natural Beauty;

Built development alongside the busy A49 detracts from
the scenic quality of the local landscape.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

f

With most of the EA actively managed agricultural land,
any sense of relative wildness is very minimal.

Relative tranquility

The landscape character assessment notes:

Generally a tranquil landscape;

Tourist facilities associated with the canal provide
movement and noise; and

Traffic on the A49, roadside businesses and land uses on
the railway sidings give the perception of a busy, noisy
road corridor.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
natural and physical qualities and features:

1

Complex rolling landform falling steeply down from 70m to
40m AOD to the River Gowy and the Shropshire Union
Canal,

Bedrock solid geology of Mercia Mudstones of the
Northwich Halite Formation overlain by till and glacial drift
deposits of boulder clay and glacio-fluvial sands and
gravels providing topographic variations;

Rocky sandstone outcrops in a series of escarpments and
dip slopes create a distinctive locally hilly landscape
occupying the gap between the Sandstone Ridge to the
north and south;

Steeply rolling landform provides an intimate landscape of
small to medium-scale enclosure, fields to the west
reflecting medieval enclosure around Tiverton, with larger
more open fields around Tilstone Bank to the east;

A more intact hedgerow pattern and tree cover in the west,
with noticeably fewer hedges and trees to the east where
field boundaries have been lost; other boundaries include
wooden fencing around horse fields and gallops;
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1 Woodland confined to a small copse of riparian Ancient

Woodland on the banks of the River Gowy near Tiverton,
also a local wildlife site (mostly within the adjacent Gowy
Valley LCA); parts of the canal side are also well
vegetated,;

Land use is predominantly dairy pasture, with some sheep
grazing on steeper slopes and horsiculture around
Tilstone Bank Farm. Some arable cropping on larger
flatter fields in the east, also around Tilstone Bank Farm
north of the river/canal; and

Undisturbed area between the canal and railway are of
ecological interest for the species rich grasslands.

Cultural heritage

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
cultural features:

Nearby Tiverton Lodge was the seat of the Tollemache
estate prior to the construction of Peckforton Castle
(located in Cheshire East);

Small regular field pattern to the west around Tiverton
reflects the post medieval enclosures with strong
hedgerow boundaries and trees, whilst the larger more
open pattern to the east reflects later agricultural
improvement;

Field ponds remain from previous marl pits dug for
spreading on the agricultural fields to improve its moisture
holding capacity and fertility. These now provide a variety
of plant and animal habitats of nature conservation
importance;

Construction of the Shropshire Union Canal (formerly The
Chester Canal) in the late 18th century provided an
important stopping off point to serve the local community;
Tiverton is a small picturesque linear village and Tilston
Bank is a tiny nucleated hamlet; both have Conservation
Areas with a number of Listed Buildings;

Some of the canal side structures such as Bunbury Locks,
Beeston Iron Lock and Beeston Stone Lock are also listed
and are Scheduled Monument
Huts are also of heritage interest. Mill Farm lies close to
the River Gowy (now largely silted up and inconspicuous
through this character type) is one of four mills converted
to private residences;

A popular tourist/visitor area due to the attractions
associated with the canal and the nearby attractions at

q

Rai
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Beeston Castle and Peckforton Castle (the A49 is on the
brown signposted o6Leisure I

1 Good public access via the canal tow path and
waymarked footpaths through the fields provide links to
the wider footpath network, including the nearby
Sandstone Trail; and

1 Disused World War Il fuel storage bunkers on railway
sidings provide heritage interest and topographic variation
(part of PLUTO; the system designed to supply petrol to
the allied armies in France following D Day).

Summary evaluation 1 overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

Rocky sandstone outcrops in a series of escarpments and dip slopes create a locally
distinctive hilly landscape. To the west of the area, an intimate landscape of small to
medium-scale fields, enclosed by strong hedgerow boundaries and trees reflecting
medieval enclosure, also impart a distinctive sense of place. The scenic beauty of the
western part of the EA is also further enhanced by the appreciation of the prominent
landform of Beeston Crag and the heavily wooded Sandstone Ridge that provide an
important backdrop and landscape setting. Ribbons of semi-natural habitat within the
Gowy Valley (EA26) that dissects the Tiverton and Tilston LCA also contributes to the
appreciation of Natural Beauty, as do the canalside Listed Buildings and Scheduled
Monuments. In considering these notable variations in factors relating to Natural Beauty,
it is recommended that the EA to the west of the A49 should form part of the Candidate
Area for designation, whilst the landscape to east should be excluded.
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Table 22 Evaluation Area 20

Table 22 describes the evaluation area 20 including subheading Landscape context as
well as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 22 (appendix)

This character type is defined by its undulating topography and small to medium-scale
field pattern. The Faddiley LCA lies between the upland areas of the Sandstone Fringe
and the flat expanses of the East Lowland Plain. Only the western part of the LCA is
within the study area, none of which is designated as an LLD. To the west, the EA is
contained by the Beeston-Duckington - East Sandstone Fringe LCA (EA9) with the
Peckforton and Higher Burwardsley LCAs (EA5) beyond. The Beeston Plain and
Ravensmoor LCA (EA11) provides an open setting to the north, with the Cholmondeley
and Bickley LCAs (EA24) providing a wooded setting to the south.

The key characteristics of the LCA that are relevant to the study area are:

T Gently rolling and undulating topography, interspersed with small sloping valleys
containing streams and rivers including the River Weaver;

1 The solid geology is primarily Sidmouth Mudstone or Northwich Halite, overlain by
till and glacio-fluvial deposits with alluvium deposits along the watercourses;

T Numerous water bodies are found throughout the landscape i mainly in-field
ponds created through marl-pit digging;

T Generally low woodland density with most trees located along watercourses.
However, the landscape has a wooded character as a result of frequent hedgerow
trees and remnant areas of Ancient Woodland;

1 Pasture and arable land is divided into irregular and semi-regular small and
medium fields of medieval and post- medieval origin. These are primarily divided
by hedgerows with a high coverage of hedgerow trees i typically oak, ash and
sycamore;

T Small areas of unimproved grassland are located amongst the farmed landscape
and are usually associated with watercourses;

1 Sparsely settled, with small hamlets, and scattered dwellings and farms;

T Two main A-roads pass through the landscape, although access is primarily via a
network of narrow, meandering lanes;

1 Views are varied depending on topography and vegetation, with some enclosed
areas and others which are open with views of the nearby Sandstone Ridge;

1 Perceptual qualities are also varied depending on topography and tree cover, with
lower lying areas tending to be more enclosed and intimate, whilst higher ground
has a more exposed quality. As a whole, the landscape has high levels of
tranquillity, with few intrusive features;
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skyline.

T Overlooked by the nearby wooded Sandstone Ridge, with features including
Peckforton Castle and Beeston Castle forming prominent landmarks on the

Criteria

Analysis

Landscape quality

The landscape character assessment notes that the landscape is
generally in good condition, with intact landscape features.
Intensification of farming has resulted in a localised deterioration
of landscape condition in places including the replacement of
hedgerows with post and wire fencing.

In terms of forces for change (at 2018) that appear to be relevant
to the study area, the landscape character assessment notes:

f

Erosion of built environment character through incremental
development: This may lead to loss of historic buildings
and vernacular character; the suburbanisation of rural
properties and their curtilage; pressure for expansion of
existing settlement, ribbon development and in-fill;
Increase in demand for equestrian facilities including
enclosed exercise areas and associated large- scale
buildings;

Changes in farming including pressure to diversify and
changing patterns of land ownership. The purchase of
agricultural holdings by non-farmers is becoming a
significant force for change, resulting in conversion of
farmhouses and farm buildings and changes in farm use;
Changes in farm crops with an increase in areas under
arable or fodder crops and a trend towards silage
production;

Changes in woodland/tree species composition as new
pests/diseases spread (particularly phytopthora pathogens
and ash die-back). On-going decline in traditional
woodland management practices leading to under-
management of farm woodlands, coverts and copses
leading to general deterioration in landscape quality;
Reduction, fragmentation and deterioration of habitats with
a loss of ponds through drainage and in-fill plus nutrient
run-off from surrounding farmland. Decline in species-rich
hedgerows at some locations. Intensification of grassland
management leading to loss of species-rich acid
grassland;
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f

Loss of historic field pattern due to decline in hedgerow
management, with resulting increase in use of fencing;
and

Standardisation of roads with the upgrading of lanes and
minor roads leading to the increasingly suburban
character of the countryside.

The field survey identified:

il

Although this EA represents a quite rare landscape
character type in Cheshire, it is very common nationally
and given its good condition, it is considered to be a good
example.

Scenic quality

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
valued landscape features:

f

The in-field marl ponds, which give the landscape a sense
of time-depth and contribute to the habitat resource of the
area;

Remnant areas of woodland, some of which is identified as
ancient. These are often associated with pockets of
remnant semi-natural grassland habitats which are an
important resource for wildlife and also provide visual
texture within the landscape, contributing to scenic quality;
Irregular medieval field patterns, divided by an intact
network of hedgerows with occasional trees which provide
wildlife habitat and give a scenic, pastoral quality to the
landscape;

The sparsely settled character, comprising small villages
and scattered farms and halls. These include distinctive
timber-framed and red and brown brick buildings which
provide a sense of place and time-depth;

The strong rural character with limited modern, intrusive
elements, offering an escape from nearby urban areas;
Long views (including towards distinctive features such as
Peckforton Castle and Beeston Castle), which provide a
sense of orientation within the landscape and contribute to
scenic quality; and

To the west the adjacent Sandstone Ridge is very
prominent and the heavily wooded Peckforton Hills
dominate most views along
Beeston Castle provides an unmistakable landmark on the
northern skyline.

t
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The field survey identified the following factors:

1 The prominent landform of the heavily wooded Sandstone
Ridge provides a very important backdrop and landscape
setting to this lower-lying landscape and as such, it makes
a particularly valuable contribution to the scenic quality
and associated appreciation of Natural Beauty; and

1 To the south, the wooded appearance of the adjacent
Cholmondeley Park also contributes to the scenic quality
of the EA.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

1 As most of the EA is subject to intensive agriculture, any
sense of relative wildness is very minimal although in
places, a degree of remoteness can be experienced.

Relative tranquility

The landscape character assessment notes:

1 Alandscape with high levels of tranquillity.

1 The field survey identified the following factor:

1 Close to busy main roads, tranquillity is affected in the
locality.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
natural and physical qualities and features:

1 This EA has a gently undulating topography between 80
metres and 100 metres AOD,;

1 Woodland cover is relatively sparse and the small
woodlands that remain are associated with unimproved
grassland habitats which have escaped modern farming
practices;

1 Peckforton Woods to the north-east of the EA is
designated Ancient Woodland;

1 Inthe north of the area, the woodland at Peckforton Moss
is visible over a wide area;

1 Elsewhere, woodland is limited to a small number of
copses and coverts;

1 Trees within hedgerows and adjacent landscapes
including the Cholmondeley Estate also contribute to
the wooded character of the landscape; and
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f

Elsewhere, in-field ponds provide local natural interest, as
do small areas of unimproved grassland located amongst
the farmed landscape that are usually associated with
small watercourses.

Cultural heritage

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
cultural features:

il

There is a high survival of medieval fields assarted from
moss, heath and woodland. This is interspersed with
extensive areas of post medieval improvement, possibly
associated with the Cholmondeley Estate and small areas
of post medieval enclosure of moss and heath T some of
which is irregular and suggestive of encroachment;

A network of footpaths coincide with the medieval field
pattern;

Field boundaries comprise hedges and standard trees;
Settlement is sparse and comprises small hamlets, and
scattered dwellings and farms;

Several buildings are listed, including Peckforton Hall
(Grade II*);

The character of the built environment includes timber
framed buildings (some of which date back to the 17th
century) and red and brown brick buildings;

Between the major highways of the A49 (north-south) and
A543 (east-west), which intersect at Ridley Green, there
are relatively few roads. These tend to be narrow,
meandering lanes rising and falling with the topography,
connecting dispersed and isolated cottages and farms,
passing between high hedges which restrict many views;
and

To the south, the Cholmondeley Estate has exercised a
great influence over the landscape.

evidence

Summary evaluation

T overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty

Although none of this EA is designated a LLD and the extent of natural and cultural
features is very limited, this EA exhibits a deeply rural character and with a high survival
of medieval fields, the landscape has a strong time depth. The relatively high scenic
guality of the EA is also notably enhanced by the nearby prominent landform of the
heavily wooded Sandstone Ridge that provides a very important backdrop and
landscape setting. The wooded appearance of the adjacent Cholmondeley Park also
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contributes to its scenic quality, as do views towards distinctive features such as
Peckforton Castle and Beeston Castle. Although not as outstanding as the southern part
of the ridge itself, it is recommended that this EA should form part of the Candidate Area

for designation.

Figure 21 Images associated with Table 22 Evaluation Area 20: EA20: Faddiley LCA i
Undulating Farmland LCT. This figure is prepared by D. Harman 2025 Natural
England under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for public sector information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty.

96. RuralfarmlandtowardsPeckfortonMoss 97. Views of Peckforton and Beeston Cast
on skyline
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Table 23 Evaluation Area 21

Table 23 describes the evaluation area 21 including subheading Landscape context as
well as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

EA21: Delamere West LCA i Woodlands, Heaths, Meres and Mosses LCT

Landscape context T see Figure 23 (appendix)

The Delamere LCA (as defined by the CWaC landscape character assessment) occupies
a hollow created during the last glaciation when meltwaters forced their way through the
Sandstone Ridge at the OMoul dsworth Gapéb
gravel deposits in the area that is now Delamere Forest. This is an extensive area
bounded to the north by the undulating clay farmland landscape surrounding Norley, to
the south by the undulating clay farmland landscape surrounding Oulton, and to the east
the Sandstone Ridge. The extent of the Delamere LCA is marked by the extent of glacio-
fluvial deposits and accompanying sandy soils which give rise to its distinctive character.

Due to notable variations in land use and associated character and quality at a more
local level, the Delamere LCA has been subdivided into three EAs (West, Central and
East T EAs 22-25). To the north and south, the EA provides a lower- lying separation
function between the Frodsham and Eddisbury Sandstone Ridge LCAs (EAs 1 and 3),
with the Helsby to Tarporley Sandstone Fringe LCA (EA7) forming the western
boundary. The Delamare Central LCA (EA22) is located to the south-east and the Norley
Undulating Enclosed Farmland to the north-east. Nearly all of the EA is locally
designated as an ASCYV in recognition of its landscape and scenic quality and its historic,
archaeological and ecological importance.

The key characteristics of the Delamere LCA that are relevant to this EA are:

1 A gently undulating large-scale landscape of woodland, farmland and heathland
overlying sand and gravel glacio- fluvial drift material, deposited during the last
glaciation, lying between 65m and 85m AOD;

1 Sandy soils also support species rich acid grassland, oak-birch woodland and
lowland heath;

1 An organic mosaic of meres, mosses, swamp, fen, woodland and heathland
forming part of the ancient Forest of Mara and Mondrem, interspersed with conifer
plantations;

T A dynamic landscape with many areas showing different stages of peatland/
mossland development and vegetation succession;

1 Large areas of plantation woodland on former heath and peatland, dominated by
conifers, at Delamere Forest;

1 Large open water bodies occupying kettle holes formed during the last glaciation,
known as meres, are associated with fen, mire, acidic grassland and bog habitats;
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EA21: Delamere West LCA i Woodlands, Heaths, Meres and Mosses LCT

1 Peatland features include quaking bogs or 6 s ¢ h wmio 0 gvliere Sphagnum
moss has formed over the water surface;

1 Around Delamere Forest is pattern of planned 19th century enclosure representing
relatively late enclosure of this landscape from waste heath;

1 Low settlement density. Settlement comprises farmsteads of 18th-19th century
origin, linked by turnpike roads, and set within areas of relatively recent enclosure
together with scattered linear development;

T Buildings are characteristically red brick or sandstone with clay or slate tiles.
Whitewashed buildings are also characteristic and features within the landscape;

T A strong contrast between the openness of the heaths, clearings and meres,
and the enclosed nature of the woodland,;

1 The skyline is dominated by trees, most often the dark line of conifer plantations;

1 There is a great diversity of visual experiences - of particular significance are the
open views across the meres; and

1 Large areas managed for recreation.

Criteria Analysis

Landscape quality The CWaC landscape character assessment notes that this is
generally a well-managed landscape. Delamere Forest is
actively managed by the Forestry Commission and is a popular
visitor attraction.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016) that appears
to be relevant to the study area, the CWaC landscape character
assessment notes:

1 Protection and active regeneration of peatland,;

1 Felling and clearance of many sites and replanting with

non-native conifer species with implications for both

biodiversity and the visual character of the woodland and

setting;

Heathland restoration;

Pressure for built development;

Historic planting of conifers on Ancient Woodland sites;

Erosion of habitats and tranquillity resulting from heavy

recreational use of the landscape;

1 Deterioration of habitats at some locations, including
Ancient Woodland, meres, mossland and heathland,;

1 Impact of non-native species such as Crassula, Himalayan
balsam, and Rhododendron;

= =4 -4 -
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1 Management and restoration of mosses to encourage the
re-establishment of their wetland ecology e.g. at
Blakemere Moss (Forestry Commission project);

1 Other biodiversity and landscape enhancement through
plantation thinning and recreation of a mosaic of
broadleaved woodland, open heathland and scrub
landscape interspersed with restored peatlands including
basin mires, mosses, wetlands and meres;

1 Further forest recreational use and promotion rather than
commercial forestry i may see improvements in species
mix and biodiversity through the Forest Management Plan;

1 Lowering of the water table may be exacerbated by
planting of conifers;

1 Recreational pressures leading to loss of tranquillity, loss
or fragmentation of habitats, erosion of road verges, visual
intrusion of car parks or stationary vehicles and demand
for additional facilities;

1 Increased demand for water-based recreation in meres
and flooded sandpits, leading to potential conflict with
nature conservation objectives;

1 Increased demand for visitor accommodation such as
holiday cottages, caravan parks and holiday cabin
developments;

1 Erosion of built environment character through incremental
development and the suburbanisation of rural properties
and their curtilage;

1 Pressure for expansion of existing settlement, ribbon
development and in-fill; and

1 Upgrading of lanes and minor roads leading to increasingly
suburban character of the countryside.

The field survey identified:

1 This EA represents a quite rare landscape character type in
Cheshire but is more common nationally. As most of the
EA is well managed and is in good condition, it is
considered to be a good example.

Scenic quality The CWaC LLD and landscape character assessment identify
the following distinctive features, and perceptual and scenic
qualities:
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1 Attractive, mystical contrast within Delamere of dense
woodland opening out into heathland glades and open
water of the mosses and meres, often giving rise to
reflections of sky and trees fromt he wat er 0s

1 Small and medium still open waters within woodland and
heathland settings provide attractive and changing visual
experiences across Delamere;

1 Broadleaved and mixed treescapes in Delamere Forest
present strong seasonal changes and visual enclosure;

1 The relatively consistent topography and presence of
woodland restricts views to the tree- dominated skyline in
contrast with the open views across the meres;

1 The low settlement density and sense of tranquillity of this
well-visited landscape;

1 The general impression is one of a large-scale landscape
due to the fairly consistent topography, large blocks of
woodland and large bodies of water;

1 Areas of surrounding farmland (outside if EA) appear
0 t a mrecdnirast to the unenclosed areas of woodland,
heath and meres;

1 There is a strong contrast between the openness of the
heaths, clearings and meres, and the enclosed nature of
the woodland;

1 The repeated pattern of woodland, meres, mosses, heaths
and recently enclosed farmland gives a sense of unity to
this area; and

1 Whitewashed buildings are also characteristic and can be
prominent features within the landscape.

The field survey identified the following factors:

1 The contribution of woodland, meres, mosses and heath
to the scenic quality of the wider landscape tends to be
quite localised due to the influence of surrounding forestry;
and

1 Although this EA lies adjacent to northern parts of the
ridge and therefore, provides an important backdrop and
landscape setting to it, due to screening effect of dense
forestry across most of the EA, any visibility of the
Sandstone Ridge is very limited. Furthermore, the nearby
ridge slopes are quite gentle and compared with other
more pronounced scrap slopes that typify the southern
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ridge, this landform does not appear as a particularly
distinctive physiographic feature. As such, its contribution
to scenic quality of the EA and the associated appreciation
of Natural Beauty is quite limited.

Relative wildness The field survey identified the following factor:

1 Areas of woodland, meres, mosses and heaths provide a
sense of remoteness and a semi-natural character in their
locality but overall, the sense of relative wildness is very
minimal due to the influence of extensive commercial
forestry.

Relative tranquility The landscape character assessment notes:

1 The low settlement density and sense of tranquillity of this
well-visited landscape. The field survey identified:

1 Although a sense of peace and quiet can be experienced
from within the large tracts of forestry, parts of Delamare
Forest can be very busy at times, and as such, the
experience of tranquillity is often eroded. Visual and
audible intrusion from traffic on the busy A5152 also has
an impact on tranquillity.

Natural heritage The landscape character assessment identifies the following
features natural and physical qualities and features:

1 The consistent topography of Delamere, albeit locally
undulating, lying at an intermediate elevation of between
65m and 85m AOD;

1 The organic mosaic of open water, mires, mosses,
woodland and heathland;

1 The visible stages of plant and habitat succession
associated with fen, raised bog and mires dominated by
Sphagnum moss, acidic grassland, and lowland heath
habitats;

1 The meres and associated fen, mire, acidic grassland and
bog habitats are of nature conservation importance. Hatch
Mere, Flaxmere Moss, Linmer Moss and Black Lake are
designated as SSSI and most of the EA is an LWS. The
peatland features include mosses and quaking bogs or
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60schwioomwg 6, where Sphagnum
the water surface;

1 The species rich acid grassland, oak-birch woodland and
remnant lowland heath that provide biological and visual
diversity; and

1 The plantations of Scots pine that are distinctive features
of the sandy landscape.

I

Cultural heritage The landscape character assessment identify the following
cultural features:

1 The planned 19th century enclosure patterns and 18th-
19th century farmsteads and hamlets that provide
evidence of the relatively late enclosure on the fringes of
this landscape from waste heath;

1 The local vernacular comprising red Cheshire brick
buildings with slate or clay tile roofs and whitewashed
properties (some Listed Buildings) that stand out against
the wooded backdrop;

1 The area has historically been largely devoid of
settlement, except for the occasional forest dwelling; and

1 The typical settlement pattern is late in origin and
comprises farmsteads of 18th-19th century origin set within
areas of relatively recent enclosure together with scattered
ribbon development alongside roads.

Summary evaluation 1 overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

With most of the EA designated an ASCV, the overall experience of Natural Beauty is
relatively high. However, the extent of nationally important habitats are small and the
contribution of woodland, meres, mosses and heath to the scenic quality of the wider
landscape tends to be quite localised, due to the influence of surrounding forestry. There
are also no cultural features of national importance. Whilst the large tracts of well-
managed forestry and the semi- natural features within it can often form an interesting
visual composition, the commercial nature of forestry operations often detracts from
scenic quality. With parts of the forest also managed for recreation, including a large
visitor centre and car park, parts of the EA can very busy at times, and as such, the
experience of tranquillity is often eroded. Furthermore, where the adjacent northern parts
of the ridge provide a backdrop and landscape setting to the EA, due to screening effect
of extensive forestry, visibility of the ridge is very limited. The nearby ridge slopes are
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also quite gentle and do not appear as a particularly distinctive physiographic feature. As
such, the contribution of the ridge to the scenic quality of the EA and is limited. Overall
therefore, the EA is not considered to be outstanding and consequently, is not
recommended for inclusion within Candidate Area for designation. This recommendation
is reinforced by the proposed Candidate Area exclusion of the adjacent Sandstone
Fringe and Ridge EAs.
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Figure 22 Images associated with Table 23 Evaluation Area 21: EA21: Delamere
West LCAT Woodlands, Heaths, Meres and Mosses LCT. This figure is prepared by
D. Harman 2025 Natural England under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for
public sector information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty

98.Expans®f BlakemereMoss 99.Naturalinterestof Doolittle Moss
interpretation board

100.Heathlandhabitat 101.OverlookingDelamereForestfrom
EddisbunHill LCAEA3)
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Table 24 Evaluation Area 22

Table 24 describes the evaluation area 22 including subheading Landscape context as
well as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 24 (appendix)

The Delamere LCA (as defined by the CWaC landscape character assessment) occupies
a hollow created during the last glaciation when meltwaters forced their way through the
Sandstone Ridge aGapbeaodModépssworet ext e
gravel deposits in the area that is now Delamere Forest. This is an extensive area
bounded to the north by the undulating clay farmland landscape surrounding Norley, to
the south by the undulating clay farmland landscape surrounding Oulton, and to the east
the Sandstone Ridge. The extent of the Delamere LCA is marked by the extent of glacio-
fluvial deposits and accompanying sandy soils which give rise to its distinctive character.

Due to notable variations in land use and associated character and quality at a more
local level, the Delamere LCA has been subdivided into three EAs (West, Central and
East1 EAs 22-25). The Eddisbury LCA (EA3) provides a containing backdrop to the
east, with the Delamere West and East LCAs (EAs 21 and 23) located to the north and
east respectively. None of this EA is designated as an ASCV.

The key characteristics of the Delamere LCA that are relevant to this EA are:

T A gently undulating large-scale landscape of woodland, farmland and heathland
overlying sand and gravel glacio- fluvial drift material, deposited during the last
glaciation, lying between 65m and 85m AOD;

1 An organic mosaic of meres, mosses, swamp, fen, woodland and heathland
forming part of the ancient Forest of Mara and Mondrem, interspersed with conifer
plantations, quarries and large, golf courses and straight sided fields;

T A dynamic landscape with many areas showing different stages of
peatland/mossland development and vegetation succession;

1 Large open water bodies occupying kettle holes formed during the last glaciation,
known as meres, are associated with fen, mire, acidic grassland and bog habitats;

1 Peatland features include quaking bogs or 6 s ¢ h wmio @ gvidere Sphagnum
moss has formed over the water surface;

T Active and inactive sand and gravel and sandstone extraction sites;

1 Extensive glacio-fluvial drift deposits have created a resource of sand which is
actively quarried to create large water bodies and lakes;

1 Around and between the woodland and water is pattern of planned 19th century
enclosure representing relatively late enclosure of this landscape from waste
heath;
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T Low settlement density. Settlement form is relatively late in origin and comprises
farmsteads of 18th-19th century origin, linked by turnpike roads, and set within
areas of relatively recent enclosure together with scattered linear development;

T Buildings are characteristically red brick or sandstone with clay or slate tiles.
Whitewashed buildings are also characteristic and prominent features within the
landscape;

T A strong contrast between the openness of the heaths, clearings and meres, and
the enclosed nature of the woodland,;

1 The skyline is dominated by trees, most often the dark line of conifer plantations;
and

1 There is a great diversity of visual experiences - of particular significance are the
open views across the meres.

Criteria Analysis

Landscape quality The CWaC landscape character assessment notes that there are
some issues concerning the current state of the landscape
including the past replacement of heathland and peatland sites
with conifer plantations, past loss of historic sites and a declining
hedgerow network around fields in areas of enclosure.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016) that appears
to be relevant to the study area, the CWaC landscape character
assessment notes:

Protection and active regeneration of peatland,;

Felling and clearance of many sites and replanting with non-native
conifer species with implications for both biodiversity and the
visual character of the woodland and setting;

Heathland restoration as well as heathland construction as part of
quarry restoration plans;

1 Reduction in the number of farm units and the
diversification of farming activity, including paddocks for
horse grazing and ancillary buildings associated with
equine development;

1 Pressure for built development;

1 Mineral extraction (of construction sand) resulting in visual
and noise impacts;

1 Historic planting of conifers on Ancient Woodland sites ;

1 Erosion of habitats and tranquillity resulting from heavy
recreational use of the landscape;
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Deterioration of habitats at some locations, including
Ancient Woodland, meres, mossland and heathland,;
Impact of non-native species such as Crassula, Himalayan
balsam, and Rhododendron;

Biodiversity and landscape enhancement through
plantation thinning and recreation of a mosaic of
broadleaved woodland, open heathland and scrub
landscape interspersed with restored peatlands including
basin mires, mosses, wetlands and meres;

Lowering of the water table may be exacerbated by
planting of conifers;

Continued pressure for mineral extraction threatening
habitat and the historic environment but could also provide
opportunities for habitat creation;

Recreational pressures leading to loss of tranquillity, loss
or fragmentation of habitats, erosion of road verges, visual
intrusion of car parks or stationary vehicles and demand
for additional facilities - recreation activities could be
directed towards appropriate man-made sites i.e. former
quarry sites, to alleviate continued pressure on existing
designated and natural sites;

Increased demand for water-based recreation in meres
and flooded sandpits, leading to potential conflict with
nature conservation objectives;

Increased demand for visitor accommodation such as
holiday cottages, caravan parks and holiday cabin
developments.

Loss of historic field pattern due to decline in hedgerow
management and disrepair of sandstone walls, with
resulting increase in use of fencing;

Erosion of built environment character through incremental
development and the suburbanisation of rural properties
and their curtilage;

Pressure for expansion of existing settlement, ribbon
development and in-fill; and

Upgrading of lanes and minor roads leading to increasingly
suburban character of the countryside. The field survey
identified:

This is a very dynamic landscape subject to a large number
of pressures for change. Historically, the landscape has
been fragmented by incongruous land use such as large-
scale sand extraction and commercial forestry and more
recently, holiday accommodation, the proliferation of horse
paddocks and suburban ribbon development continues to
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affect the quality of landscape. As such, landscape
condition and quality is often poor in many places; and
This EA represents a quite rare landscape character type in
Cheshire but is more common nationally. Taking into
account a wide range of issues that affect the quality of
this EA over a relatively large area, it is not considered to
be a good example.

Scenic quality

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
distinctive features, and perceptual and scenic qualities:

1 The relatively consistent topography and presence of

1

f

woodland gives rise to restricted visual prominence and
tree-dominated skyline in contrast the open views across
the meres;

The general impression is one of a large-scale landscape
due to the fairly consistent topography, large blocks of
woodland, large bodies of water and large field sizes; The
pockets of small-scale fields that contribute to a sense of
enclosure within this large-scale mosaic;

Areas of farmland appear 6 t a mme abriirast to the

unenclosed areas of woodland, heath and meres; and

Whitewashed buildings are also characteristic and can be

prominent features within the landscape.

The field survey identified the following factors:

1 The contribution of distinctive features, such as Oak Mere,

to the scenic beauty of the wider landscape tends to be
very localised due to the influence of nearby sand
extraction and other incongruous land use;

Issues of a declining landscape quality also notably affect

the scenic quality of the EA; and

Although the Sandstone Ridge provides a distinctive
backdrop, its contribution to the scenic quality of this is EA
is limited by its often poor landscape and scenic quality.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

1 The areas of remnant woodland, meres, mosses and

heaths provide a sense of remoteness and a semi-natural
character in their locality but overall, the sense of relative
wildness is very minimal.
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Relative tranquility

The landscape character assessment notes:

1 The low settlement density and sense of tranquillity of this
well-visited landscape. The field survey identified the
following factor:

1 Traffic passing the busy A49 significantly affects the
experience of tranquillity, as does intrusive quarrying
activity throughout large parts of this EA.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
natural and physical qualities and features:

1 The consistent topography of Delamere, albeit locally
undulating, lying at an intermediate elevation of between
65m and 85m AOD;

1 The organic mosaic of open water, mires, mosses,
woodland and heathland;

1 The visible stages of plant and habitat succession
associated with fen, raised bog and mires dominated by
Sphagnum moss, acidic grassland, and lowland heath
habitats;

1 A dynamic nature of the landscape i showing different
stages of peatland/mossland development and vegetation
succession;

1 The meres and associated fen, mire, acidic grassland
and bog habitats that are of nature conservation
importance i Oak Mere is a SSSI;

1 The peatland features include mosses and quaking bogs or
0 s ¢ h wb o gvliere Sphagnum moss has formed over
the water surface;

1 The species rich acid grassland, oak-birch woodland
and remnant lowland heath that provide biological and
visual diversity; and

1 The plantations of Scots pine that are distinctive features
of the sandy landscape.

Cultural heritage

The landscape character assessment identify the following
cultural features:

1 The Iron Age settlement site on the shores of Oak Mere,
and the remnant glassworks at G| a z Halowd s

1 The 6 Se v e n round besr@vs, early stone crosses and
standing stones also indicate that this was valued as a
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ritual landscape 1 these features are now protected as
Scheduled Monuments;

1 The planned 19th century enclosure patterns and 18th-
19th century farmsteads and hamlets that provide
evidence of the relatively late enclosure of this landscape
from waste heath;

1 Historic features such as the ancient highway of
0 P eyt ethatlinks Weaverham and Tarporley, ancient
milestones (listed structures);

1  The local vernacular comprising red Cheshire brick
buildings with slate or clay tile roofs and whitewashed
properties (some Listed Buildings) that stand out against
the wooded backdrop;

1 The area has historically been largely devoid of
settlement, except for the occasional forest dwelling; and

T The typical settlement form late in origin and comprises
farmsteads of 18th-19th century origin set within areas of
relatively recent enclosure together with scattered ribbon
development alongside roads.

Summary evaluation 1 overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

This EA it exhibits a highly fragmented character whereby large-scale sand extraction,
commercial forestry, a golf course, a, holiday park, and the proliferation of horse
paddocks and suburban ribbon development have a very notably eroded landscape and
scenic quality. Although the EA exhibits some nationally important natural and cultural
features, their contribution to the scenic beauty of the wider landscape tends to be very
localised. Although the Sandstone Ridge provides an important backdrop, the
experience of Natural Beauty from within landscape is generally very limited. As such, it
is recommended that this landscape should not form part of the Candidate Area for
designation.
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Figure 23 Images associated with Table 24 Evaluation Area 22: EA22: Delamere
Central LCA 7 Woodlands, Heaths, Meres and Mosses LCT. This figure is prepared
by D. Harman 2025 Natural England under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for
public sector information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of incongruous elements and land that
notably detract from the experience of Natural Beauty

102. Featureless landscape of restored san 103. Recent holiday park development
extraction site

ol

104. Intrusive sand extraction site 105. View of large sand extraction site from
Eddisbury Hii (EA3)
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Table 25 Evaluation Area 23

Table 25 describes the evaluation area 23 including subheading Landscape context as
well as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 25 (appendix)

The Delamere LCA (as defined by the CWaC landscape character assessment ) occupies
a hollow created during the last glaciation when meltwaters forced their way through the
Sandstone Ridge at the O6Moul dsworth Gapé
gravel deposits in the area that is now Delamere Forest. This is an extensive area
bounded to the north by the undulating clay farmland landscape surrounding Norley, to
the south by the undulating clay farmland landscape surrounding Oulton, and to the east
the Sandstone Ridge. The extent of the Delamere LCA is marked by the extent of glacio-
fluvial deposits and accompanying sandy soils which give rise to its distinctive character.

Due to notable variations in land use and associated character and quality at a more
local level, the Delamere LCA has been subdivided into three EAs (West, Central and
East1 EAs 22-25). The Delamare Central LCA (EA22) is located to the west of this EA
and to the south, part of the Faddiley Rolling Farmland LCA (EA20). None of this EA is
designated as an ASCV.

The key characteristics of the Delamere LCA that are relevant to this EA are:

T A gently undulating large-scale landscape of woodland, farmland and heathland
overlying sand and gravel glacio- fluvial drift material, deposited during the last
glaciation, lying between 65m and 85m AOD;

1 An organic mosaic of meres, mosses, swamp, fen, woodland and heathland
forming part of the ancient Forest of Mara and Mondrem, interspersed with conifer
plantations, quarries and large, straight sided field,;

T A dynamic landscape with many areas showing different stages of peatland/
mossland development and vegetation succession;

1 Large open water bodies occupying kettle holes formed during the last glaciation,
known as meres, are associated with fen, mire, acidic grassland and bog habitats;

T Peatland features include quaking bog
has formed over the water surface;

T Sandy soils also support species rich acid grassland, oak-birch woodland and
lowland heath 7 Little Budworth Common, one of best surviving examples of
lowland heath in Cheshire;

T Active and inactive sand and gravel and sandstone extraction sites;

1 Extensive glacio-fluvial drift deposits have created a resource of sand which is
actively quarried to create large water bodies and lakes;
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Around and between the woodland and water is pattern of planned 19th century
enclosure representing relatively late enclosure of this landscape from waste
heath;

Low settlement density. Settlement form is relatively late in origin and comprises
farmsteads of 18th-19th century origin, linked by turnpike roads, and set within
areas of relatively recent enclosure together with scattered linear development;
Buildings are characteristically red brick or sandstone with clay or slate tiles.
Whitewashed buildings are also characteristic and prominent features within the
landscape;

A strong contrast between the openness of the heaths, clearings and meres, and
the enclosed nature of the woodland;

The skyline is dominated by trees, most often the dark line of conifer plantations;
and

There is a great diversity of visual experiences - of particular significance are the
open views across the Meres.

Criteria Analysis

Landscape quality The CWaC landscape character assessment notes that there are

some issues concerning the current state of the landscape
including the past replacement of heathland and peatland sites
with conifer plantations, past loss of historic sites and a declining
hedgerow network around fields in areas of enclosure.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016) that appears
to be relevant to the study area, the CWaC landscape character
assessment notes:

A Protection and active regeneration of peatland;

A Felling and clearance of many sites and replanting with non-
native conifer species with implications for both biodiversity
and the visual character of the woodland and setting;

A Heathland restoration as well as heathland construction as
part of quarry restoration plans;

A Reduction in the number of farm units and the diversification

of farming activity, including paddocks for horse grazing and

ancillary buildings associated with equine development;

Pressure for built development;

A Mineral extraction (of construction sand) resulting in visual and

noise impacts;

Historic planting of conifers on Ancient Woodland sites ;

A Erosion of habitats and tranquillity resulting from heavy
recreational use of the landscape;

-

C >
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Lowering water tables are threatening habitats at Abbots
Moss;

Deterioration of habitats at some locations, including
Ancient Woodland, meres, mossland and heathland;
Impact of non-native species such as Crassula, Himalayan
balsam, and Rhododendron;

Biodiversity and landscape enhancement through plantation
thinning and recreation of a mosaic of broadleaved woodland,
open heathland and scrub landscape interspersed with
restored peatlands including basin mires, mosses, wetlands
and meres;

Lowering of the water table may be exacerbated by planting of
conifers;

Continued pressure for mineral extraction threatening habitat
and the historic environment but could also provide
opportunities for habitat creation;

Recreational pressures leading to loss of tranquillity, loss or
fragmentation of habitats, erosion of road verges, visual
intrusion of car parks or stationary vehicles and demand for
additional facilities recreation activities could be directed
towards appropriate man-made sites i.e. former quarry sites,
to alleviate continued pressure on existing designated and
natural sites;

Increased demand for water-based recreation in meres and
flooded sandpits, leading to potential conflict with nature
conservation objectives.

Increased demand for visitor accommodation such as holiday
cottages, caravan parks and holiday cabin developments.
Loss of historic field pattern due to decline in hedgerow
management and disrepair of sandstone walls, with resulting
increase in use of fencing;

Erosion of built environment character through incremental
development and the suburbanisation of rural properties and
their curtilage;

Pressure for expansion of existing settlement, ribbon
development and in-fill; and

Upgrading of lanes and minor roads leading to increasingly
suburban character of the countryside.

The field survey identified:

A Thisis a very dynamic landscape subject to a large number of

pressures for change. Historically, the landscape has been
fragmented by incongruous land use such as quarrying and
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commercial forestry and more recently, the proliferation of
horse paddocks and suburban ribbon development continues
to affect the quality of landscape. As such, landscape
condition and quality is often quite poor in places; and

A This EA represents a quite rare landscape character type in
Cheshire but is more common nationally. Considering the wide
range of issues that affect the quality of this EA over a
relatively large area, it is not considered to be a good
example.

Scenic quality

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
distinctive features, and perceptual and scenic qualities:

A The relatively consistent topography and presence of
woodland gives rise to restricted visual prominence and
tree-dominated skyline in contrast the open views across the
meres;

A The general impression is one of a large-scale landscape due
to the fairly consistent topography, large blocks of woodland,
large bodies of water and large field sizes;

A The pockets of small-scale fields that contribute to a sense
of enclosure within this large-scale mosaic;

A Areas of farmland appear 6 t a mme abritrast to the
unenclosed areas of woodland, heath and meres.

A There is a strong contrast between the openness of the
heaths, clearings and meres, and the enclosed nature of the
woodland;

A The repeated pattern of woodland, meres, mosses, heaths
and recently enclosed farmland gives a sense of unity to this
area; and

A Whitewashed buildings are also characteristic and can be
prominent features within the landscape.

The field survey identified the following factors:

A The contribution of distinctive features, such as Petty Pool, to
the scenic beauty of the wider landscape tends to be very
localised due to the influence of surrounding forestry and
other incongruous land use;

A Issues of a declining landscape quality also notably affect the
scenic beauty of the EA; and

A As itis relatively distant and the landscape is quite heavily
wooded and forested, the Sandstone Ridge does provide any
backdrop or landscape setting to the EA and as such, it
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doesndét make any notable con
the associated appreciation of Natural Beauty.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

A The areas of remnant woodland, meres, mosses and heaths
provide a sense of remoteness and a semi-natural character
in their locality but overall, the sense of relative wildness is
very minimal.

Relative tranquility

The landscape character assessment notes:

A The low settlement density and sense of tranquillity of this
well-visited landscape. The field survey identified the
following factors:

A Traffic passing the busy A49 significantly affects the
experience of tranquillity, as does scattered built
development and other intrusive land use throughout parts of
this EA; and

A Oulton Park racing circuit can also be very noisy.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
natural and physical qualities and features:

1

The consistent topography of Delamere, albeit locally
undulating, lying at an intermediate elevation of between
65m and 85m AQOD;

The organic mosaic of open water, mires, mosses,
woodland and heathland;

The visible stages of plant and habitat succession
associated with fen, raised bog and mires dominated by
Sphagnum moss, acidic grassland, and lowland heath
habitats;

A dynamic nature of the landscape i showing different
stages of peatland/mossland development and vegetation
succession;

The meres and associated fen, mire, acidic grassland and
bog habitats that are of great nature conservation
importance 1 Petty Pool is a SSSI and the woodland to the
south is designated Ancient Woodland. Abbots Moss is
also a SSSI,

The peatland features include mosses and quaking bogs or
0 s ¢ h wib 0 gvléere Sphagnum moss has formed over
the water surface;
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f

The species rich acid grassland, oak-birch woodland and
remnant lowland heath that provide biological and visual
diversity; and

The plantations of Scots pine that are distinctive features
of the sandy landscape.

Cultural heritage

The landscape character assessment identify the following
cultural features:

The areas of remnant Ancient Woodland, e.g. at Petty
Pool Wood that provide a sense of time depth;

The historic parklands at Petty Pool and Oulton Park are of
local significance;

The planned 19th century enclosure patterns and 18th-
19th century farmsteads and hamlets that provide
evidence of the relatively late enclosure of this landscape
from waste heath;

Historic features such as the ancient highway of

0 P eyt ethiatlinks Weaverham and Tarporley, ancient
milestones (listed structures);

The Conservation Area at Little Budworth;

The local vernacular comprising red Cheshire brick
buildings with slate or clay tile roofs and whitewashed
properties (some Listed Buildings) that stand out against
the wooded backdrop;

The area has historically been largely devoid of
settlement, except for the occasional forest dwelling; and
The typical settlement form late in origin and comprises
farmsteads of 18th-19th century origin set within areas of
relatively recent enclosure together with scattered ribbon
development alongside roads.

Summary evaluation
evidence

T overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty

This EA it exhibits a fragmented character whereby incongruous land uses such as
quarrying and commercial forestry and more recently, the proliferation of horse paddocks
and suburban ribbon development have notable eroded landscape and scenic quality.
Although the EA exhibits some nationally important areas of woodlands, heaths, meres
and Mosses, the contribution of these features to the scenic beauty of the wider
landscape tends to be very localised by the influence of surrounding forestry and other
incongruous land use. Furthermore, as the Sandstone Ridge does not provide an
important backdrop or landscape setting to this landscape and all the other intervening
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EAs in the northern part of the study area are not considered to be outstanding, it is
recommended that this landscape should not form part of the Candidate Area for
designation.
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Figure 24 Images associated with Table 25 Evaluation Area 23: EA23: Delamere East
LCA i Woodlands, Heaths, Meres and Mosses LCT. This figure is prepared by D.
Harman 2025 Natural England under the Open Government Licence v3.0 for public
sector information.

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty and conversely, incongruous elements and land uses that
detract from it.

w

106.PettyPoolSSSI 107.Suburbarribbon development

Py

T
e e L

108.Farmbuildingsin openlandscape 109. Proliferationof horsepaddocks
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Table 26 Evaluation Area 24

Table 26 describes the evaluation area 24 including subheading Landscape context as
well as detail of the 6 criteria and findings

Landscape context T see Figure 26 (appendix)

This EA is formed of two LCAs, namely the Cholmondeley LCA (as identified in the CE
landscape character assessment) and the Bickley LCA (as identified in the CWaC
landscape character assessment). As these adjoining LCAs effectively form the same
area of Woodlands, Heaths, Meres and Mosses LCT, these were amalgamated into one
unit. Part of the Cholmondeley LCA is designated a LLD in recognition of its landscape
and scenic quality and its historic, archaeological, ecological and recreational importance.
The EA is located to the south-east of the study area with the Malpas Undulating
Enclosed Farmland LCA (EA18) located to its west, the Beeston-Duckington i East
Sandstone Fringe LCA (EA9) to the north-west, and the Faddiley Rolling Farmland LCA
(EA20) to the north.

The key characteristics that are relevant to this EA are:

1 The topography is flat to the north-east but more undulating in the west - elevation
is typically 80-130m AOD;

1 Occasional steeper slopes found to the west of the Bickley Brook and on Castle
Hill to the west of Cholmondeley Park;

1 The mostly pastoral landscape comprises a mixture of small to medium-scale
irregular, semi-regular and regular fields of medieval and post-medieval origin;

1 Fields are mostly delineated by hedgerows although walls and railings within the
estates are common boundary types;

1 The Registered Parks and Garden of Cholmondeley has a strong sense of time-
depth, with large, grand historic castle and associated buildings including
gatehouses, estate farms and lodges. Ornamental landscape features such as
parkland and lakes are prominent features;

1 Anintermediate scale landscape with a great diversity of visual experiences;

T Large blocks of woodland associated with the Cholmondeley estate are very
conspicuous in views from the west and from the busy A49 and the very large
conifer plantation to the south of the parkland is particularly noticeable as it fills the
western horizon for a considerable distance;

1 To the west of Cholmondeley Castle the distinctive profile of the Sandstone Ridge
forms the northern skyline within a fairly open landscape;

1 Points of higher ground provide views out, often framed by hedgerow trees, over
the undulating fields of the Malpas LCA, with the occasional glimpse of one of the
meres in the area;

T The skyline is dominated by hedgerow trees, or the dark line of conifer plantations;
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T The SSSI Norbury Meres provide a significant surface water feature to the
southern edge of the area but is often inconspicuous because of surrounding
vegetation and limited elevated views;

1 Elsewhere, very narrow sunken lanes with high hedges, winding through a gently
undulating landscape, contribute to the perception of a remote, small-scale
landscape;

1 Settlement is mainly dispersed with only a few small, nucleated hamlets such as
Bickley Town and Hetherson Green which are desirable residential locations;

T A network of minor lanes, with the A49 as a major road to the eastern fringe; and

T Concentration of black and white timber framed cottages in this area, some of
which are 20th century pastiche of the vernacular.

Criteria Analysis

Landscape quality The CWaC landscape character assessment notes that condition
is generally good, with key characteristic elements that make up
the area mainly intact across some parts but eroding elsewhere.
Field size has increased to the eastern and northern parts where
former hedgerow trees are now left in-field, particularly where
arable land use has been established and where equestrian uses
are prominent around Manor House Stables. The CE landscape
character assessment notes that much of this landscape is
currently well-managed, particularly that of Cholmondeley Park.

In terms of past, current and future change (at 2016), the CwaC
landscape character assessment notes:

1 Changes in farming from pastoral to arable and silage
cropping with consequent seasonal changes to the
landscape and loss of field hedges;

1 Consequent erosion of historic field patterns;

1 Separation from agriculture of farmhouses, leading to
pressure for hobby farming and changes of use of the
land;

1 Under-management and/or inappropriate management of
some of farm woodland;

1 Over-mature hedgerow trees in decline;

1 Loss of field ponds, exacerbating fragmentation of habitat
networks;

1 Erosion in built environment character through pastiche
and suburban residential development and alteration;

1 Prominence of modern agricultural buildings in the
landscape;

1 Large-scale equine enterprise and infrastructure;
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1 Sub-urbanisation of the highway network;

1 On-going increase in arable land use;

1 Decline of important woodland and wetland habitats
through reduction, fragmentation and deterioration of
farm woodlands;

1 Reduction, fragmentation and deterioration of wetland
habitats, through drainage and in-fill plus nutrient run-off
from surrounding farmland,;

1 Climate change affecting the ecology and hydrology of the
meres and mosses and flood risk on the Bickley Brook;
and

1 Further sub-division of remaining farm complexes.

The CE landscape character assessment also notes:

1 Changes in woodland/tree species composition as
new pests/diseases spread (particularly phytopthora
pathogens and ash die-back). Loss of trees within
woodlands and hedgerows are particularly noticeable in
this landscape type.

The field survey identified:

f This EA represents a quite rare landscape character type
in Cheshire and given its good condition, it is considered
to be a good example.

Scenic quality

The landscape character assessments identify the following
distinctive features, and perceptual and scenic qualities:

1 Cholmondeley Park with its Listed Buildings is set within a
picturesque, designed ornamental parkland, giving the
landscape a strong sense of time depth and scenic
guality;

1 A legacy of historic field patterns enclosed by hedgerow
boundaries with numerous mature trees which provide an
important environment for flora and fauna as well as a
sense of history;

1 Visibility is often confined by high hedges and hedgerow
trees, or the coniferous plantations and woodlands
associated Cholmondeley Park, foreshortening views
across the gently undulating topography;

1 In places the landscape has an intimate and hidden
character with a sense of enclosure due to the narrow
lanes, hedges and sunken lanes;
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1 However, variations in field size and concentration of
hedgerow trees affords a more open quality to the north-
west around Manor House Stables;

1 Although inconspicuous in the landscape, semi-natural
habitats of the glacial Norbury Meres are important to
plant, invertebrate and bird species; and

1 The block conifer plantations and shelter belts of the
Cholmondeley Estate provide a strong structure and
skyline and year round consistency in colour compared to
the pastoral landscape where oak trees alter with the
season.

The field survey identified the following factors:

1 In many places, the prominent landform of the heavily
wooded ridge provides an important backdrop and
landscape setting to this lower-lying landscape and as
such, it makes a valuable contribution to the scenic quality
and associated appreciation of Natural Beauty; and

1 Development and land use at Manor House Stables
detracts from the scenic quality of the local landscape.

Relative wildness

The field survey identified the following factor:

1 Areas of mature woodland and meres provide a sense of
remoteness and a semi-natural character in their locality
but overall, the sense of relative wildness is minimal.

Relative tranquility

The landscape character assessment notes:

1 Low settlement density results in a quiet, tranquil
landscape; and

1 The A49 introduces intrusive visual and audible
disturbance into the landscape.

Natural heritage
features

The landscape character assessment identifies the following
natural and physical qualities and features:

1 The gently undulating topography with more pronounced
slopes above the Bickley Brook and at Castle Hill;

1 The predominantly pastoral land use outside the managed
conifer plantations and woodlands of the Cholmondeley
Estate;
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1 Sandy gley soils, argillic stagnogleys, stagnogleyic argillic
brown earths and typical brown sands. The latter is
commonly associated with glacio-fluvial sand and gravel
deposits. Peaty soils i earthy oligo- fibrous soils are
occasionally found in enclosed hollows;

1 Norbury Meres and smaller mosses formed within natural
depressions in the glacial drift following the retreat of the
ice sheets some 15, 000 years ago;

1 SSSI Norbury Meres provide habitats for aquatic
invertebrates as well as the wintering of wildfowl,

1 Many small field ponds with dense bankside vegetation;

1 Treescape to the western fringe of the area limited to
hedgerow oaks; and

1 Pockets of designed woodlands and shelter belts are
scattered to the north and east of the area.

Cultural heritage The landscape character assessments identify the following
cultural features:

1 Significant influence of the managed and designed
landscape features, including several Listed Buildings,
within the Cholmondeley Park Registered Park and
Garden;

1 Paucity of historic built heritage assets;

1 Limited recreational opportunity across public rights of
way network, including parts of the Sandstone Trail and
access within the Cholmondeley plantations;

1 Small medieval field patterns survive in small areas around
Bickley Moss and Hetherson Green; and

1 Paleo-environmental potential of Barr Mere andthea r e a
wetlands.

Summary evaluation 71 overall weight and spatial distribution of Natural Beauty
evidence

With the significant cultural and visual influence of the Cholmondeley Park Registered
Park and Garden, this EA exhibits a distinctive sense of place. Surviving areas of small
medieval field patterns with mature trees also contribute to a strong sense of time-depth.
A network of very narrow sunken lanes with high hedges, winding through a gently
undulating landscape, contributes to the perception of a remote, small-scale rural
landscape, that in most parts, is relatively tranquil. In many places, the prominent
landform of the heavily wooded Sandstone Ridge also provides an important backdrop
and landscape setting to this lower-lying landscape and as such, it makes a valuable

Page 228 of 280 NECR692 Cheshire AONB Designation Project Natural Beauty
Assessment



contribution to the scenic quality of this EA. Although quite inconspicuous in the
landscape, the SSSI Norbury Meres are valuable habitats. Although not as outstanding
as the southern part of the Sandstone Ridge itself, it is recommended that this EA
should form part of the Candidate Area for designation.
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Figure 25 Images associated with Table 26 Evaluation Area 24 : EA24: Cholmondeley
and Bickley LCAs i Woodlands, Heaths, Meres and Mosses LCT.  This figure is
prepared by D. Harman 2025 Natural England under the Open Government Licence
v3.0 for public sector information

The following photos illustrate some examples of the features that notably contribute to
experience of Natural Beauty.

110.Ruraffarmlandwith maturetreesand 111.Prominentbackdropof SandstoneRidge
hedgerows

112.NorburyMerestowards SandstoneRidge 113.CholmondeleyCastle

114.Cholmondeleyarkland 115. Sandstone Ridge from Castle Hill
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