NEWS & VIEWS

An invisible hand

SmafbzH5 TRZI 5T

W. Tecumseh Fitch

HHHEEPMEH SN 2B L | Z DHGEDIA & & BICZLT 2 S & DI DOERNZLBIRD S|
fE N DATEY DRI 20 F R « UL 2 RE D T 28D W TEIBRZE G REDI A Z TL %,

Nature vol.449 (665-667) /11 October 2007

18 thfd, 19Hfl, SiEEEdH < FTHRELBELEER
SNTEY, SHEFHEOBLIE, FEEELY Y A7 v b
W EDOFIBORRFNELICER LTk, HEELD
B2 S 2 LB SRR A v F-3—ay
PREEEE (R 1 TSI SN QO il E 2 2 55ETH
D, e¥ 7 g —dh vy 7R ARA VR WEE T —
Wilils EOGTE MR BIRGEN LA L T t) R E
DR L 7MEEEZHEL 72, 29 LW FEA# 1
L OIRAKDHERIE, SHEORMBERH Wl ETHD
(K1), ZoRHBHE, EMOELICOVTHBZD S
SHTVTF v — LA F =74 VITA VAL =3
VELGZBI LIk T, BRIESLDIE, £ D
WEHEEED, MHMERIOEVEZHEZ L TwEI LT
H2, AV F-a—ny EHICHET 3 RODERKLLL
W SCiEE 2 A L 72 K4 @ August Schleicher 1Z, &
RIIEEYTH D LEL L, Ya7 - sV ab B
MHHEONICH Y, FEDHIANEZEE 5 TSR
#i (Sprachgeist) | 7% b DDEFAEZIRE L Tz,

20 LD kYA X, 29 LA 2N & 2 il L
T, FEEEE T, HFEOFGEZ R T 2 A0S % H
MEBEHIchot, /=0 FabAF¥F—NI0EL%E
'E Sifty 4o TS5 EtAoBRNs 7 e L
TR Lidafch s, ESiLid. sMEfhEn
7z (externalized) iDL ThhH, [5iELIZ. B
sEEEE I X h WAL (internalized) S 5H D 2 &
THd ' TH LT, MANEHEE B THNT 21
(ontogeny : fHFFE/E) DEH S, BWACHIZES 12 X
DT, ZHUT KD SEEOAEYAN - whfe A g I
DWTHIEDTh LS X 912k b, SiERE DALY A
{t. (phylogeny : RHiskE) (BT 2EELITbN b XS
IZhot, LDLIOT77a—FIckh, @EOSHEEE
72 b OHEET & - 1Ml %2 D FFEO AL (FaEFE4A:
glossogeny?) % & { BRI IIESE E £ 12572,

Naturel0 H 11 HBB#i S 17z 2 Ko > iz, #
LWtlsins 29 LEMEICD A TY 2, &5 6D
XHEHEICHET 2D THY | [ 2 4FE RGO
2 HEE L AIEE L S HRIN TS, LNy, il
WEFEET = OANTICE D, H2HFEDED Y —
DA HOMABEICR UKFEL TWE I LE2RL TV
Sihrh O BEEO M L, RO ARBIEE T — & R —
225 b 5 2 EHTE 3), Lieberman 5 ° 1%, i
DL x2S Ted) OLHGELIZ DOV TEEL 7.
WG IHEL R TP L EDH D, T-ed) ZZD 1D
I E o l, POTRIACHOSN TV Z Do
xS H<TIE, Mly/flew/flown, 7% & DARHZ(LDTE
TLAESN TRV, Lieberman 5 1%, 29 L 7#H]
DA T ool 72 £ b B oM FSEE & gk
WO H 2R RIBIREZEZ I L, 2HUc X
&, H5WED 1/100 DFFEET LS T0 o
ZEEE, Z D 1050 THAINICZ > Twvol v,
Pagel 5 "1, kWA 7 70 —Fick b, 87 DA
VR -3 —uay SGEROSULEL DR T, BIEL 72
HEE (B 212, KE£THEED Twatery & FA ViED
"Wasser)) 23IDJE (75 v AiED Teauy 7 &) ITE
b 2RI 2ERLL 2, 7. 4EHOSET -1
(FGhE. A_A Vi, vy 7. ¥V v v oAy —
vERETZTFXAME) »oMABEEZEIDHL .
RITFREB O 2R IZD W COARRE I 2D B AR
FikxE MW, BTHECOZ > THREF SN T2 H 2 B%
ZHEEH L, COBMRICK D, B2 HENOERD
HMEDIFEDED50% ZFWT 2 2 LN TE S, (hak
FO5rI T, FHCIAMIR SRR HE, TR EY
AR I 5 N2 2 Eidd o 72T,

2ARDFHmXIE, RELBLIZFEZHTLICH R
b6, HHEICHbN S HFFERAL LIS v v
9. WL 8 —v 2L T3, HF DEHEIC

| December 2007 | volume 4

NATURE DIGEST H# B4R

©2007 NPG Nature Asia-Pacific


http://www.nature.com/doifinder/10.1038/449665a

NEWS & VIEWS

V3 VR
El

=R
Ba

A
Iy
—
N
)
™

7. +
» JTZ‘IJRS <
& \»

.3

£ \a:""'

£ ¥ K-3—Ov/NEE

E1 4> k-3—0v/NEEOEE

. SFROHFER. EYFNCHEAINZOTREL, 2BZEL TXEH(CHEINS, 2

D TXEEE(L) OB, SEORICEENLGEROREEZELTES, 22TRIY M- IA—0v/\EREICES, £YF
BELIC LB EEDIBIE CRFERE) ZREM[CH ZENTES LS (L. SEELDBEE (SERE) €SB ICHIENTES,

IV &7 Thelp/holpy @ & 9 Z8E o5 A3ELHI
272> T o DI LT, EHEETH W 52 %EE
DEEE, < 5 ORKAIZIEM (Tgo/wenty % Tbe/
wasy) ZHRFFL T, XD MBIz A v F-3—avy
PEERCESAEIC T s T 2 HEE (Toney, night),
Ttongue; 7% &) IF, HLOFHEIBICEEHD DI VwE
WH I ETHD, Sabbic s YL fe ] % YL 7
LT3 iSRRI, BFRLVLSOTERL T,
Ll NAAA YT AT 4 VAR ) 27 ADHFTH
L TELREERTHREMGE 2 LT, IS DBROE
LI EBELESZ LT D TH S, RO 7 7 m—F1%
SRR THEICHAT 2 2 L23TE, SHDHSCTH S
WIS NI R RN 72 8% — v, FEREPHA Y FOFF
T4 FFEREDIEA VN - a—a v SRS TIEES
DPEV)FERNDEZ D EDVTEDLRES),

ZDE) BEMREZFEHTEZZ LT w->TH, ZORfR
EEARTELLVIRTTHY, MhEFHATE b
TR, B2 EETER LW FIF T, B
BEET 2HBEWSNIC LI LIRS RVDOTH
%, Schleicher % &, E B F DRz VT, £% 3
B ERD 2T TR LD EEHT 200 L
N, Farxx—>7s, | SlYOBN»S, 205
R ACHA T A E A ICHEREZ E D CEHIA L 2
BERVEVLWIRT S, Pagel & 113, Bl EAD )
22 00WEEEEZZT0D, 1 D&, MO H
L, BRE b, MildTERro b, HHINL
NT2IEPBVID, HLOFHEPEL IS LEW
FIFHTH S, $9 120d, 2D &I B3Iy TR,
E—RRICE Z 225, B L WEBEYERNIC X - TR S 1
BHER I, EHEDMEEZZ T2 LW TS 2,

www.nature.com/naturedigest

December 2007

©2007 NPG Nature Asia-Pacific

volume 4

9


http://www.nature.com/naturedigest 

NEWS & VIEWS

HELZDIF, ZO200WEIESLTLOMHKT 2D
DTERVEV) I ETHD, SmAEBRE+HmIcH
BT 27212 iE, kL v EER L )L oS24
FTH Y, MEDBRINCBLE L T 23 i % R 3 65
MBhHb, £IHD, bHHNRDSDHNBRXDOEAR~D
ASERD, FHREREMEEZIZ-E) LYIVEET Z L3 T
Ehnicd, FPBEERLTLEY L) E»AEL T
3, Zhd, LY AFLICHET 2RIETH D, X
LI B W CIRHIC R E R L 4 2, SREFAZ.
HERELDRCY A LA — L TR 205, RHFE
IDREWY A LA T =V TRI S, ZOLDPHL R
NOFHZ LI E T 206 Th 5, BEE, WLBMEANL
L CHEERTEIE 2535 2 ik w, LaLl, A
DFEDE REOMEVLL TR ERE (LR L) 13, ¥
KAEZITMBN T S EZIF L, EFH O
Hix, HARIC S oo TRk, 2 D EiED i
BREITSE, COXIHI, 77 VAETH>THAY
EVEETH-oTH, ADFEEE (Schleicher 2% Z 72
£97%) BAROLDTIEA L, AP EERNWICADNE L 72
ANLDObDTH %0, #5 - BUA - FHE AT L LEL
ke, 53 oMEOESADTH 2 °,

CORMFEBNICHOL DR T VLA GEFEARED TH
W) BBLI ARGV IEPCH+2ED TATLIN%,
SaEailT 5 L ZIAHTES), SlYOTYTIED
ISR TLR, 20X ) ZBERICET 5B,
LN O I INEA TS, w7 ukBlR%E, -
7o B2 3 7 u TN ko> CHAT 208 03H %
EICRHNICR DV DIE, TH L« ASATHD, Mk,
iz o A2 HC ORI &2 IR L & 9 & L THmIcht
FHT 22 LT, REINDIFHPY —ERADKHEN M |
L. DL TIHELR»EEE2H2 L%, TRAZ 3T,
&9 FETHIRIN 75 ol 2 AW TR L 72,

znclix, oL EES TRAZ3F) %
K OESCHFET 2720121F, E) THULT L DES ) ?
Fox pEL R E I, SULIELoBHE 7L 2%
RCOEBIN A2 BPE O LRGEREHI LT 2
REDRADHFIZAZTL b, bIPHH» D%
ROPWHFE~NDAIIE LTHOBES T — 2ol T
DR LAEE ) OFEBRWIIZED 5, a OFLFISH L v
W2 IR Z A&, BIHIMEZ 5 2 % %R T— & Fon 3
7259, L LEELMEE T IVIE, #EHO TEE) T
H B EEIC, (WbW 3 Bayes DFEIERDIETD) [
O &, BEOHMEEZ KL, 2nzflHlT22L
WTE LR FE AT LR LD LENTE
%%, CoEF M, HoTRERT, & EicEBk
AR Uiz < wBIRY, M Eo L L THENITL %
SaOBAE L, 2 DX H B FEEEK DT L DRI
FHELTOIARELRH 2 Z L2 RBL T3, Sk

BoH ek, MADTEE X s (AEE) LA
OHFY (F2a 22X —DOGETY ) %6 TEIEEERE ),
LIFLIE MRSk & XidnTws) ths,

) LEFHEERANDH L RENE 7 71 —Fi2id,
S OEEVEHE I IHESGE LA DD TIE RV EW )
HELERDPD 5, 2 DOWRNBEHEL TWw5 2 LIFHS
PTHDLH, L TEELRVDTHDL, HH 1D
DEER W, SULIEL I, RFEFEEREL (Fx
DBET DR 26 b, Bx HHEDOHELHEH» S b,
M7 L CfEATWIFZ w9 2 L THh B, Lieberman 5 °
E Pagel 5 * OO S A2 LT 2 X i, UL
LIEARH 7 5%, P 2BEET 22 LTEEORER
RHIZL T\w3, Lieberman & ° 2SEHIIE ¢ FEHH L T
2 X312, 71 >0 BHIE 1000 DFINDER | D Th %,
e bzo TEA 1, il v Eile HET s BIck
BER AR FO 2R F T2 LD TE S, A EHES
T3 1 20f15kHE, 1000 ADH L\ »wEREEEEICE -
TO ™HOFTEDH THHRT2DTH 2,

Lixwv A, Pagel 5 ' AVRET 5 k9, BHAHT
b5 TSULIEBMKT . $abb T — 0 " Dwnohid,
—HOBIETEFL L 50 -L h L TwD, 2
DX R EFIL, BT LIk oT. 2D
WFEid, I 7 BRI 22 2 BRI SE N D BE 2 B 2 &
L7259, 2= LwIbonh s E LT,
Z e BRI IEHY 2R & LCoRIC§ 2 721
ik, ZOMUTIH > THIEZHBEL CorkiFiuEA s %
v, Thbb, FHRESTDH 2 FEAOBEERE
N E, KALIELDORIE b DM S 2 BB TE 285
JERBEGRE TOVICHE OO T BB H 5, |

W.Tecumseh Fitch, EEtT> h7 > R1) 2 =K%

1. Chomsky, N. Knowledge of Language: Its Nature, Origin, and Use (Praeger,
Westport, CT,1986).

2. Hurford, J.in Logical Issues in Language Acquisition (ed. Roca, I. M.) 85-136
(Foris, Dordrecht, 1990).

3. Lieberman, E., Michel, J..B., Jackson, J., Tang, T. & Nowak, M. A. Nature
449,713-716 (2007).

4. Pagel, M., Atkinson, Q. D. & Meade, A. Nature 449, 717-720 (2007).

5. Bybee, J. &Hopper, P. (eds) Frequency and the Emergence of Linguistic
Structure (Benjamins, Amsterdam, 2001).

6. Zipf, G. K. Human Behavior and the Principle of Least Effort (Addison-Wesley,
Cambridge, MA,1949).

7. Heine, B., Claudi, U. & H&uumlInnemeyer, F. Grammaticalization: A
Conceptual Framework (Univ. Chicago Press, 1991).

8. Keller,R.On Language Change : The Invisible Hand in Language (Routledge,
New York, 1994).

9. Boyd, R. &Richerson, P.J. Culture and the Evolutionary Process (Univ.
Chicago Press, 1985).

10.Kalish, M. L., Griffiths, T. L. & Lewandowsky, S. Psychonom. Bull. Rev. 14,
288-294(2007).

11. McElreath, R. et al. Evol. Hum. Behav. 26, 483-508 (2005).

12.Kirby, S., Dowman, M. & Griffiths, T. L. Proc. Natl Acad. Sci. USA 104,
5241-5245 (2007).

13. Deacon, T. W. The Symbolic Species: The Co-evolution of Language and the
Brain (Norton, New York,1997).

14. Dawkins, R. The Selfish Gene (Oxford Univ. Press, 1976).

15. Dennett, D. C. Darwin’s Dangerous Idea (Simon & Schuster, New York, 1995).

16.Blackmore, S.J. The Meme Machine (Oxford Univ. Press, 2000).

17. Mesoudi, A., Whiten, A. & Lalaand, K. N. Evolution 58,1-11(2004).

10 | December2007 | volume4 NATURE DIGEST B#5&#RRHiR

©2007 NPG Nature Asia-Pacific



