
Editor’s Desk... 

ISSUE 09 |  VOLUME 7   |  YEAR 2018 

Balambika Divya Sangam (BDS) 
wishes its members a very happy 
new year 2018, and greetings for a 

joyful Pongal-O- Pongal! As our aus-
terities in the hallowed month of 
Margazhi culminates in the Pongal 

festival, every home, family, and 
community comes together to cele-
brate during this auspicious time of 

the year. Our Hindu traditions have 
patronized community worship, 
where homes and hearts become 

one, with women spreading their 
warmth and cheer, and the menfolk 
extending their camaraderie above 
and beyond. There is a sense of 
overwhelming fulfilment in sharing 
the happy moments of the festivi-
ties with those around us – an un-
written decree laid out by our fore-
fathers. In fact, our ancestors have 
professed the goodness and value 
of gathering and taking as many 
people as we can with us, in the 
path of worship, especially in tem-
ples. Indeed, one cannot envision a 
better way to start the New Year – 

such is the significance and propi-
tious nature of the Pongal festival. 

 

Every individual’s first community is 
his home – a haven where he learns 
from his family, which in the golden 
days of yore housed three genera-
tions of love, wisdom and experienc-
es. The bond shared between the 
growing child and the endearing 
household strengthens over time, 
creating an indestructible trust that 
each family member has for one an-
other. Every individual takes this 

trust with him, as steps out of the 
microcosm of his home, into the 
community outside that he learns to 
accept as his extended family. All 
our ancient customs and traditions 
have revolved around the concept 
of knitting people together into one 
big family. Most of our Hindu festi-
vals are therefore communal events 
that bring everyone together. 
“Pongal - O- Pongal”, the jubilant 
chant of the people of Tamil Nadu 
during Thai Pongal is by far the most 
reveled, where the Gods are 
thanked for a plentiful harvest, and 
birds, beasts and nature are revered 
for their share of being a part of our 
joy and contentment, and brothers 
and sisters pray for each other’s’ 
well-being. 

 

Balambika Divya Sangam is proud to 
host the Pongal celebrations for the 
first time at the Malur temple, with 
all the traditional bells and whistles 
in place, as we strive to revive the 
good old customs and traditions. As 
devotees flock to the temple prem-
ises to cook their pongal on the 
home-style stone and wood fire-
place, it kindles old relationships, 
brings families and friends together, 
over the ever faithful hearth that 
feeds everyone to their heart’s con-
tent. We hope to spread these good 
wishes to one and all, and pray for 
prosperity and peace throughout 
creation.  

Sarvejana Sukhino Bhavantu. 

BALAVIN KURAL 
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Faith, called astikya in Sanskrit, is the fourth of ten spiritual practices called ni-

yamas, literally meaning "to unleash". The niyamas are ethical and religious prac-

tices that release or cultivate one's refined soul qualities. The cultivation of faith 

can be compared to the growth of a tree. As a young sapling, it can be easily up-

rooted, just as faith based solely on belief can easily be shaken or destroyed. 

Faith bolstered with philosophical knowledge is like a medium-sized tree, strong 

and not easily disturbed. Faith matured by personal experience with God is like a 

full-grown tree that can withstand external forces . 

 

Bala Speaks... 

  

The Editorial team is considering format 

and content changes to the newsletter. In 

the regards, we would appreciate feedback 

from all BDS members. 

Please send your comments and sugges-

tions to us at: editorial.bds@gmail.com 
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Pooja Item 

Sponsors 

Anuradha Srinivasan & fly. 

Navin & Ragini 

Mythili Sundararajan & fly. 

Indira Sampath & fly. 

Myila & fly. 

Meera & fly. 

Malar & fly. 

Muthu Bakery 

Padma & Friends 

Vijayalakshmi & fly. 

Kasturi Rangan & fly. 

Sowmya & Venkatesan 

Sashikala Venkatesan & fly. 

Raghu & Kanchana 

Anitha & fly. 

Geetha Venkatesh 

Sarasamma & fly. 

Prabhavathi Prakash & fly. 

Meera & fly. 

Parineetha & fly. 

Mamatha & fly. 

Girija & fly. 

Shantha & fly. 

Mala Sarathy 

Chitra N 

Swetha Sandeep 

N. Chidambaram 

Kamala Kannan 

Pooja Item 

Sponsors 

Shobha & fly. 

Nandini & fly. 

Nirmala Chandrashekar & fly. 

Pallavi Chandrashekar & fly. 

Srilatha & Vijayalakshmi 

Srilatha & fly. 

Preethi & fly. 

Shwetha & fly. 

Pavithra & fly. 

SriVidya Mahesh & Swetha 

Gowri Shankar 

Gowri Shekar 

P.S Vijay & fly 

Sundararajan & fly. 

Sudha & fly. 

Sowmya 

Rajashree 

Sharanya Vignesh 

Anthil A 

Roopa V 

Saranya Vinay 

Kausalya R 

Manoharan K 

Arjunram 

Gargi Sarathy 

Radharamasamy 

Balaji S 

Annadhanam & 

Special Archanas 

Ravindran Seshadri & fly. 

Mahalingam & fly. 

Indira Sampath & fly. 

Geethavani & fly. 

Ramakrishnan & fly. 

Priya K Rangan & fly. 

Anuradha Srinivasan & fly. 

Swetha Sandeep & fly. 

Ramakrishnan & Padma 

C Manjunath 

Krishna & Nethravathy & fly. 

Priya K Rangan 

Nirmala & Bharath Bhushan 

Anuradha Srinivasan 

Usha Murali 

Vani Muralidharan 

Karthik Chakravarthy 

Vivek Srinivasan 

Sponsors’ Corner 

mailto:asriniv65@gmail.com?subject=Bala%20Parayanam
mailto:asha.raji@gmail.com?subject=Dolai%20Utsavam

