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Dear Members,

As the monsoon clouds pour down on the
lush fields and folks of Malur, enriching the
earth and spreading prosperity, so do the
services of Balambika Divya Sangam (BDS)
inspire the local children of Malur, in mind,
body and soul, through their educational
and spiritual pursuits. BDS continues to
expand its Outreach Program to influence
as many young minds as possible, and em-
power them in every possible way. To that
end, the spectrum of services include the
Annadanam Scheme, the Health and
Hygiene Club, and the Reading Club, with
each service catering to the needs of the
present-day youth. As educators, it is a
challenge to keep bright minds motivated,
to encourage the shy resilient ones, and to
sustain the efforts of those who strive hard
to make the cut. As children from diverse
backgrounds come together in the local
schools of Malur, it is indeed a rewarding
experience to witness all our pedagogic ef-
forts bear fruit. As a bonus incentive, the
latest release of the childrens’ bedtime
collection stories of “Bala and Mala” not
only adds scholastic value, but also sets a
subliminal tone as to who God really is,
making it easier for the younger ones to
perceive God in a very personal light. As
children understand the true nature of the
divine power, they will be endowed with a
unique strength that they will carry with
them through their lifetime.

On the spiritual front, BDS continues to ap-
pease the desires of the throngs of devotees,
through the daily rituals, special homams

and abhishekams. The month of Aadi
(Aashaada) features Guru Poornima, a

tribute to the Guru who shows the path to
the next level, be it education, fine arts or
spiritual upliftment. This day is honored in
memory of the great sage Veda Vyasa, who
categorized the Vedas and gave us the four
classes — Rig, Yajur, Sama and Atharva. Ac-
cording to a revered belief, the guru-shishya
relationship is such that while the guru
does not demand a gurudakshina, the
shishya’s education is incomplete until he
voluntarily offers his gurudakshina. The
month of Aadi also celebrates its Fridays in
a very auspicious way, bringing together a
variety of ‘mangala dravyam’, to invoke
prosperity and wealth. Sri Balambika
Temple in Malur performed the Bala
Tripurasundari homam with pomp and
splendor on the third Friday of the month of
Aadi. As always, one can constantly wonder
how Sri Bala can appear more charming
than ever in every new alankaram! As Sri
Bala’s beauty and grace keeps growing, we
pray that our bhakti towards Her also
grows unconditionally. We are forever
indebted to our team of volunteers and
patrons who are with us in this journey, as
we all move forward with one goal.

Sarvejana Sukhino Bhavantu.



Temptation is the first evil that one should eradicate from one’s
self. The best way to do this is through fasting. Fasting

has a spiritual as well as a social meaning. It is
through fasting that the soul of man is liberated
from the shackles of his wishes and desires,
and takes the lofty step towards God.

~ Fasting shuts the doors upon temptations.
Fasting leads man to become God-fearing.
For this reason, every adult must practice it
when deemed necessary. Besides, it is also to
be considered from the social dimension.
Through fasting, a person is able to have a bet-
ter understanding of the gifts received from God
and thus be able to open himself to others, in greater
compassion and offer charity towards those who are less fortunate
and marginalized.
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT :

Q &A

With

Mrs Asha Manoharan
L 4 2

Bhakti - Shravana Bhakti

Today, we are going to talk about Bhakti, in particular, Shravana Bhakti.
Many elders compare Shravana Bhakti to Shravana Homam, with the ears
performing the role of a Homa kundam, and good messages or chants are like
the Samith we offer to the Homam. These good messages would help ignite
and sustain the fire of Bhakti, which would eventually merge with the Para-
matman within each one of us.

Why do we give so much importance to Shravana Bhakti? Traditionally, our
society has progressed by listening and learning from narratives found in
Hindu texts, such as the Vedic literature, epics like Mahabharata and
Ramayana, and the Puranas. The combination of this spiritual content along
with Bhakti, become like the havis (oblations offered to God) in a Homam.
Elders also emphasize that this form of Bhakti is an effective path to attain
Moksha.

In this regard, I would like to highlight two examples of Shravana Bhakti from
our mythology.

One example is that of Saint Uthangar in Mahabharat. Uthangar was a close
friend of Lord Krishna and had supreme devotion towards him. In one of their
conversations, Uthangar asks Lord Krishna about the path to Moksha. Lord
Krishna explains that being exposed to spiritual learnings as part of a
satsang (religious gathering) is the ideal way to attain Moksha.

Another example is that of King Parikshit in Mahabharat. When Parikshit was
travelling through a forest, he saw a sage deep in penance. He found a dead
snake near the sage and wrapped it as a garland around him. When the
sage’s son came to know about the incident, he cursed Parikshit that he
would die in 7 days from a snake bite. Having heard this, Parikshit ap-
proached Sage Sukhadev (son of Veda Vyasa) for possible remedy from this
curse. Sage Sukhadev advised Parikshit that there is no remediation from
this curse, and that he should use the remaining time he has, to listen to
verses from Bhagavata Purana. In this manner, Sage Sukha guided Parikshit
towards the path of Shravana Bhakti, as a medium to attain Moksha.

In summary, we should strive to assimilate the essence of our Puranas with
Bhakti in our hearts, to get closer to the Paramatman within, and achieve
Moksha. Even a small step in this direction on a daily basis, will help bring a
positive outlook to the day.
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IS (OUNOMINNYVNG MONTH OF JULY

Above & Right: Mother Raja Ra-
jeshwari with Raja Bala clad in pink
double-layered pavadai

Above: Raja Bala clad in pink silk
stone-studded pavadai after Maha
Abhishekam on 1st Aadi Velli. On
the right is Kutti Bala in a yellow
bordered silk pavadai.




IS (OUNOMINNYVNG MONTH OF JULY

Above: Raja Bala
adorned with a yellow
marigold and red rose
garland, clad in red &
green silk pavadai and
Kutti Bala matching
Her in the Aadi pour-
nami celebrations.

Right: Clad in printed
silk pavadai and col-
ourful flowers, Raja
Bala showers her
blessings on her
devotees.




Pg - 10

SPONSOR’S LIST :

MONTH OF JULY

POOJA ITEM SPONSORS

Chidambaram N
Sharanya Vignesh
Radha Ramasamy

Latha & Ramesh

Srividya Mahesh

Swetha Sandeep

Malar Sampath

Indira Sampath

Kamalakannan

Sharanya Vinay

Venkata Raju
Mahalakshmi
Gowri Shankar
Gargi Sarathy
Mala Sarathy
Priya Rangan
Gowri Shekar
Manoharan K

Uday Srinivas

POOJA ITEM SPONSORS

Kousalya R
Rajashree
Arjunram
Sowmya R
Anthil A
Roopa V
Balaji S
Chitra N

ANNADANAM

SPONSORS
Kasturi Rangan & fly

Ravindran Seshadri
Sampath Ayyangar
Shwetha Patel
Chiranth Jain
Saraswathy
Kanchana

Fameedha
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SPONSOR’S LIST :

MONTH OF JULY

SPECIAL ARCHANA
SPONSORS
Usha & Murali chakravarthy
PL Narasimhan & Chitra
Latha Chakravarthy
Sampath & Padmini

SPECIAL ARCHANA
SPONSORS
Muralidharan S
Akila Kumari
Manoharan K

Rajendran S

Sharanya Vignesh Saraswathy
Meghna Murali Vaishnavi
Padmini S
TEMPLE CONSTRUCTION SPECIAL EVENTS
SPONSORS

Bharathi Associates

Sashikala Venkatesan

Venkateshan & Sashikala

TEMPLE EVENTS :°

CALENDAR

EVENT

August 26th, Sunday

Pournami Paal Abhishekam




Malur Sri Balambika Temple

Maruthi Extension 2nd stage,

Kasaba Hobli, Malur Taluk, Kolar District,
Karnataka—INDIA

Monday - Sunday

Mornings: 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Evenings: 5:00 PM - 7:30 PM

You B/ e
f I i B

contactus@malurbalambikatemple,org

http:/ /malurbalambikatemple.com
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