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‘CONNECTING INDIA'S NORTHEAST
T0 SOUTH EAST ASIA°

Date: 27th, 28th & 29th October, 2023
Venue: September 23rd Park, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietham




3rd Edition of North East India Festival, Connecting India’s Northeast to
Southeast Asia

The 3rd edition of North East India Festival, was organized on 27th, 28th & 29th of October, 2023
at September 23rd Park, District 1 and Rex Hotel, Ho Chi Minh City Vietnam. With the Hon’ble
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s vision of Act East Policy, Connecting India’s Northeast with
Southeast Asia, the program was meant for building bridges and to promote bilateral trade,
investment, tourism and people to people exchange between India and Vietnam.

The program attracted large attention in Vietnam. The event was attended by key stakeholders,
top officials & political leaders of North East India and Vietnam and have opened up new vistas of
opportunity in the field of Trade, Investment, tourism and people’s connection. With support from
Consul General of India, Ho Chi Minh City, MEA, Govt of India, Ministry of DoNER, Govt. of India,
Ministry of Touirsm, Govt of India & various North Eastern State Govts, North East India Festival
was organized by well-known socio cultural trust, Trend MMS.
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‘Connecting India's nartheast to South East Asia'




DAY 1- 27th October, 2023

The 3rd edition of the North East India Festival successfully kicked off in Ho Chi Minh City on
October 27, 2023, signifying a momentous occasion that aimed to strengthen the bonds between
India and Vietnam in the realms of trade, investment, business, and culture. The festival drew the
participation of distinguished figures, including chief ministers, union ministers, and
entrepreneurs from both nations, along with notable personalities and associations from various
Vietnamese provinces, underscoring its significance.

The inauguration of NEIF was graced by Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Hon’ble Minister of
State(External Affairs & Education), Govt of India, along with distinguished guests, including H.E.
Mr. Bui Xuan Cuong, Vice Chairman of Ho Chi Minh City People’s Committee, and H.E. Mr. Nguyen
Long Bien, Vice Chairman of the People’s Committee of Ninh Thuan, Mr. T. Bagra, Hon’ble
Minister(Industries, Textiles etc), Govt of Arunachal Pradesh, Mr. Harpreet Singh, Joint Secretary
DoNER etc. The event also witnessed ministerial and senior official representations from various
North Eastern States of India, highlighting the regional diversity and unity of India in the
international context.

The opening day's program seamlessly blended culture and diplomacy. It commenced with the
traditional lighting of the lamp and featured a captivating Sattriya dance performance by
Mridusmita Das Bora. Mr. Shyamkanu Mahanta, the brain behind the North East India Festival was
the host of the occasion and he spoke about background of North East India Festival and its
attempt to connect India’s North East to South East Asia. Ambassador H.E. Mr. Sandeep Arya,
India’s Ambassador to Vietnam, delivered the opening remarks, setting the tone for the festival.
Special remarks were also shared by Dr. RK Ranjan, Hon’ble Minister of State for External Affairs,
Government of India, and Mr. Tran Phuoc Anh, Director of External Relations in Ho Chi Minh City.

The day included enlightening talks on various destinations, such as Assam, Arunachal, Meghalaya,
and Nagaland, presented by government officials and experts, highlighting the unique attractions
of these regions. The cultural segment of the festival concluded with a splendid Drum Ensemble
performance featuring traditional music from the tribes of Meghalaya by troupes from Meghalaya,
showcasing the rich cultural heritage of the Khasi, Jaintia, and Garo tribes.

Hon’ble Minister(Industries & textiles), Govt of Arunachal Mr. T. Bagra in his address spoke about
his appreciation about Vietnam’s progress since independence and opined that North East India
can learn a lot from Vietnam. He invited everyone to visit North East India and be part of the
developmental process. Mr. Harpreet Singh, Joint Secretary DoNER spoke about North East India
and its centrality to South East Asia and Ministry of DoNER’s initiative to promote the region. Mr.
Fredrick R. Kharkongor, Commissioner & Secretary Deptt of Art & Culture, Textile etc gave a
beautiful presentation about Meghalaya, its culture and resources specially its tourism and textile
resources. Mr. Ramakrishnan, Principal Secretary, Govt of Nagaland spoke about Nagaland and its
beautiful culture and resources. Dr. N.G Mahanta, Hon’ble Adviser, Govt of Assam spoke about
Assam’s focus on industrial progress and dynamic role of Hon’ble CM, Dr. Himanta Biswa Sharma
about showcasing Assam as ideal destination with administrative reforms and making State ready
as gateway of South East Asia.




The festival garnered substantial participation from a wide spectrum of dignitaries,
entrepreneurs, academic institutions, and artists hailing from both India and Vietnam. To facilitate
a deeper understanding and appreciation of the North East Indian culture and economy, NEIF
featured seminars and exhibitions showcasing a variety of products, including exquisite
handicrafts from the region. The inaugural day wrapped up with remarks by Dr. Madan Mohan
Sethi, Consul General of India in HCMC. The entire program was deeply rooted in the Act East
Policy, with a focus on trade, investment, tourism, educational & cultural exchange. What
originally started as a platform for the North East has evolved into one of India's most significant
forums, promoting not only cultural exchange but also advancing trade, tourism, investment,
education, and more. This marked the first time Vietnam hosted an event of such magnitude and
scale.

NEIF's overarching objective was to promote stronger collaboration between India and Vietnam
while raising awareness about India's North Eastern region, which plays a pivotal role in India's
'Act East Policy.' Through this vibrant and culturally enriching event, NEIF succeeded in furthering
the goals of cultural diplomacy and economic cooperation between the two nations.

NORTHEAST INDIR
INAUGURAL SESSION




Photographs from the Inaugural Session:
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DAY 2- 28t October, 2023

a) B2B Meet on Tourism:

The second day of the North East India Festival in Ho Chi Minh City witnessed a significant milestone in
cultural diplomacy and bilateral trade and tourism collaboration between Vietnam and North East India.
The day began with the Tourism Meet, which brought together 52 tour operators from Vietnam and 20 tour
operators from North East India.

Mr. Shyamkanu Mahanta, Chief Organiser spoke about Tourism as key focus of the Festival and described
the region as the most attract tourism destinations of India. Mr. Mahanta focused on both inward and
outward tourism for the tourism stakeholders joining the programme. Mr. Harpreet Singh, Joint Secretary,
DoNER delivered speeches on tourism potential in North Eastern Region and highlighted about various
tourism propositions including home stay provision in the NER. Ms. Ava Shereen Sangma of Meghalaya
made a beautiful presentation about various aspects of Meghalaya as tourism destination. Mr Hage Tari,
Secretary Industries, Govt of Arunachal presented the beautiful State of Arunachal Pradesh and its
tremendous tourism potential. Mr. Toka Edward Tuccumi, Director Tourism, Nagaland presented a
beautiful video of Nagaland highlighting its various tourism propositions, people, resources, Hornbill
festival etc. Vice president of Ho Chi Minh Tourism Association speaks about tourism inflow and outflow
to Vietnam and possibility of exploring more tourists to Vietnam from India. Vice Chairman of Ninh Thuan
Province speaks about the different places of tourism interest in Vietnam. Harsh Sharma, Mayfair group of
Hotels and Resorts talks about the growth of the hospitality industry in North Easten Region with special
focus on Assam as Tourism destination.

Mr. Anil Oraw, the Regional Director of the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India handled the later part
of discussion including interaction with Vietnamese tour operators. He emphasized the potential for
bilateral tourism stating, "Our goal is to introduce Vietnamese tour operators to the marvels of India. This
exchange will not only enhance cultural understanding but also stimulate tourism and trade." Tour
operators of Vietnam opined that this is part time India is coming to Vietnam to promote tourism and it
will help to make a strong beginning for longer time relationship. Suggestion came from different tour
operators of Vietnam suggesting North East India should be promoted alongwith Bangladesh to facilitate
tourists movements. Mr. Anil Oraw gave detailed preview of Indo Vietnam tourist flow and suggested way
to improve bigger flow from Vietnam to India specially to the North East India.

Photographs from the Tourism B2B Meet Session:
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b) Investment & Trade Session:

The Investment and Trade Session held on the second half of 2nd day of the North East India
Festival in Rex Hotel, Ho Chi Minh City, The Meet aimed to explore broad spectrum of trade and
investment opportunities between two countries in various sectors, such as agriculture,
handloom, handicrafts, and more. Around 100 Vietnamese companies/entrepreneurs
participated in a very meaningful dialogue with stakeholders from India.

Mr. Harpreet Singh, Joint Secretary, DoNER delivered speeches on Trade and Investment
opportunities in NE Region. Mr. Singh invited Vietnamese delegation to visit North East Business
Summit being organized in Delhi by DoNER.

Mr. A. Temjen Jamir, Director(Industries), Government of Nagaland presented the prospects of
investment opportunities in the state of Nagaland. Mr. Hage Tari, Secretary, Industry Department,
Arunachal Pradesh presented on the investment prospects in different sectors specially in
agriculture, bamboo and hydro power sector. He also mentioned the various incentives and
policies of the state to attract investment. Mr. Fredrick R Kharkonger, Commissioner, Govt. of
Meghalaya also presented the Meghalaya’s ample opportunities of trade and investment in various
sector focusing mainly on handloom, handicrafts and agri sectors. Ms. Kime Bune, Invest India,
North East Desk gave a presentation showing the investible projects in NE Region. In her
presentation she highlighted various attractive investment opportunities in North East India.




Brig Rajib Singh, Managing Director, NEHHDCL in his presentation highlighted the North East
handloom and handicrafts products and talked about trade opportunities between two counties
in handloom and handicraft sector. Top officials of Tien Giang Province of Vietnam and President
of VIENC, Vietnam delivered speeches on bilateral trade prospects between the countries. Bamboo
Industrialist from Vietnam delivered a speech on development of bamboo industry in Vietnam and
potentials of bilateral trade. ANI, Dinh Vinh Cuong, the president of Vietnam International
Entrepreneur Networking Club, highlighted the positive developments in the trade relationship
between the two countries. He stated that in 2022, the export turnover between Vietnam and India
reached USD 15 billion, marking a significant increase of 13.9 percent compared to 2021. Cuong
also expressed optimism for the future, anticipating increased investments from major players
like Adani in Vietnam and significant investments by Vietnamese companies in India, such as
Vinfast's plans to establish a car manufacturing factory in India. These developments reflect the
promising trajectory of economic collaboration between Vietnam and India.

The meet witnessed participation of 100 Vietnamese companies like Greatlink Maihouse
Investment Company, Standard Chartered Bank and others (list included) and 30 companies
representing North East India. The discussions were instrumental in promoting business
collaborations and investment opportunities, ultimately fostering stronger economic ties between
the two nations.

A B2B meet on trade was held after the presentation made by different top officials of both the
countries. More than 80 Vietnamese companies made one to one interaction with the Indian
Companies to explore business opportunities, form partnership and discuss business related
matters. Many Vietnamese companies placed order to North Eastern Companies worth many
crores. Some food processing companies agreed to sell processed food products from North
Eastern Companies in Vietnamese mall.

The primary goal of the session was to strengthen ties between India and Vietnam in the domains
of trade and investment. Both countries have been actively working on enhancing their bilateral
relationship and increasing trade and investment over recent years.

The North East India Festival Investment and Trade Session served as a platform to boost
economic cooperation, foster stronger ties, and open doors for future trade and investment
opportunities between these two comprehensive partners. He also said that he believes this year,
they will get a lot of investors like Adani who will come to Vietnam with big investments and also
big companies from Vietnam will invest in India like Vinfast. Vinfast will establish a car
manufacturing factory in India. He thinks this is a good signal from two countries.




Photographs of Trade & Investment Session:
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c) People-to-People Exchange Meet

The People-to-People Exchange Meet offered insightful discussions on the historical connections
between North East India and Vietnam, shedding light on academic exchange opportunities.
Esteemed representatives from educational institutions in both nations, shared their perspectives,
emphasizing the importance of cross-cultural learning. These conversations illuminated the
academic exchange opportunities that exist between the two regions. Distinguished
representatives from educational institutions in both countries actively participated and shared
their insights, underscoring the significance and the potential for academic collaboration. This
segment of the event contributed to the broader goal of boosting cultural and educational ties
between North East India and Vietnam.

Mr. NG Mahanta, Director South East Asian Studies, Gauhati University gave an illuminating speech
about history of North East India and geographical and historical relationship with Vietnam. He
urged Vietnamese University to send students to Gauhati University and spoke that National
Education Policy of India is encouraging student exchange programme extensively. Prof Prabha
Shankar Shukla, Vice Chancellor of North East Hill University detailed about India’s great history
in academics and research and invited students to study in NEHU and other Universities of NER.
From Vietnamse side representatives from Hong bang University, University of Technology and
Education in Ho Chi Minh City, Can Tho University spoke about their programmes and showed
interest for Academic exchange programmes with India. Dr. Madan Mohan Sethi, CG, Indian
Consulate expressed his desire to facilitate academic exchange programme between both the
countries.

Photographs of People-to-People Exchange Meet
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Cultural Festival, Exhibitions. Venue: September 2314 Park- Dated 28t &29th October 2023

The major attraction of North East India Festival was the cultural Festival and Exhibition
organized in very popular September 23rd Park, Dist One Ho Chi Minh City during 28th and 29t
October, 2023. The event showcased a mesmerizing array of North Eastern dance forms, including
Bagrumba (Boro), Bhortaal (Assam), Drum Ensemble & Flute (Meghalaya), Tiwa Dance (Assam),
Mwsaglangnai (Boro), Bihu Dance (Assam), MiDaosri Delai (Boro), Drum Beating (Meghalaya),
and Jarapagla (Boro) and many others. Vietnamese artists added their unique flavor with
enchanting folk performances. Major attractions from Vietnamese side were Chai Dam Drum, The
sound of the pestle on the bamboo squirrel and very special Lotus dance of Vietnam

The cultural evening was formally inaugurated by Mr. T. Bagra, Hon’ble Minister(Industries,
Textiles etc), Govt of Assam in presence of Dr. Madan Mohan Sethi, CG, Indian Consulate, Mr.
Harpreet Singh, Joint Secretary, DoNER and host of other dignatories. India’s Ambassador to
Vietnam Mr Sandip Arya and Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Hon'ble Minister of State(External
Affairs), Govt of India also visited various stalls and encouraged the entrepreneurs and
participants.

Both the evenings Musical showcase by talented bands of North East and Vietnam has rocked the
Ho Chi Minh City. Top end rock bands of NER such as Summersalt, Trance Effect, The Fantastic
Company, KL Pamei, Baba, Bright Lights, and Bollywood DJ Cyco performed along with
Vietnamese bands and musicians such as Rapper Huynh Cong Hieu, The Kod Crew, Baba,
Summersalt India, Saigon LH,.

A spectacular fashion show, featuring the top-notch designers of North East India, dazzled the
audience with exquisite designs and rich fabrics from the region. Celebrity showstoppers and
glamorous models from Vietnam graced the runway, presenting creations by Bidyut & Rakesh,
Daisy G Momin under the label "Daisy's," Manjushree Saikia under the label "Ura Maku," and
Bambi Kevichusa under the label "Bambi.”, Yana Ngoba of Arunachal, Sanghamitra Phukon coming
from Milan presented unique collection of Eri and Muga, Ms Hasina Kharbih of Impulse Networks,
Iba Malai presented quality designs from Meghalaya. The audience were stunned by amazing array

of designs presented from India’s NER.

One of the main feature of North East India Fashion Show was presence of Vietnamese models
presenting designs from India. It has helped in connecting both the countries.

Exhibitions:

In the main festival area large exhibition showcased various products by Incredible India, which
offered a captivating glimpse into the diverse destinations of India. Attendees had the opportunity
to explore a dedicated textile zone, state-specific exhibition zones representing various
northeastern states, a separate stall for NEHHDCL displaying handloom products of NER and
themes related to the Act East Policy, tea, industry, and tourism. Culinary enthusiasts delighted in
the authentic delicacies from the North Eastern states.




Many Vietnamese were surprised to see the similarity between both the regions and yet the
unique nature of products of North East India.

Incredible India Exhibition:

The festival also featured the Incredible India Exhibition, which offered a captivating glimpse into
the diverse destinations of India. The September 23rd Park is very famous with American and
European tourists. North East India Festival on both days attracted large no of tourists, they got to
feel India in the Exhibition and got interested with amazing array of tourism attractions India
offers.

Attendees had the opportunity to explore a dedicated textile zone, state-specific exhibition zones
representing various northeastern states, and themes related to the Act East Policy, tea, industry,
and tourism. Culinary enthusiasts delighted in the authentic delicacies from the North Eastern
states.

Food Exhibition:

One of the major attractions of North East India Festival was food exhibition presenting various
delicacies of North East apart from Vietnamese Foods. Sikkimese Food, Assamese Foods, Naga
foods, Manipuri foods were the main attractions of the Exhibition. Plenty of tourists came and we
organized free tasting of North Eastern cuisines. People were amazed by the food and its culinary
variety of the region.

Photographs of Exhibition
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Photographs of Food Stalls
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Photographs of Fashion Show

a) SANGHAMITRA by Sanghamitra Phukan-




b) KINIHO by Iba Mallai
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c) Impulse Empower by Hasina Kharbhih




d) YANAIN STYLE by Yana Ngoba Chakpu
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e) Bidyut & Rakesh:
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f) Christine Daisy by Daisy G Momin:




g) URA MAKU by Manjushree Saikia
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CULTURAL PERFORMANCES

Summersalt India
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d) Bright Lights




f) Vietnamese Band Saigon LH

g) Vietnamese Rapper Huynh Cong Hieu




72}
g
B
S
o
(5]
(=t
©
a
-
p—
)
23
S
)
o
)
s
<
—
@
=,







Vietnamese Folk Dance Forms
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Major Outcomes:

a) North East India Festival has become a brand recognized globally.

b) With strong presence of MEA, Ministry of DoNER, Ministry of Tourism, Invest India and
various State Govts, strong Vietnamese participation, North East India Festival has become
India’s major initiative ever in Vietnam. It is Act East Policy on ground.

The Governments of both the Country have appreciated North East India Festival and the
concept is here to stay for strengthening relationship between both the countries.

The Festival got large presence from Vietnam side. Around 15 province leaders attended
the inaugural session, around 52 tour operators attended Tourism B2B Meet and around
100 companies/entrepreneurs of Vietnam participated in Trade and investment meet. The
main festival was having good crowds of local Vietnamese and tourists.

Strong presence of various NER States has helped in strengthening the bond and it will help
in continuity of the initiative.

The event got extensive focus in media.

Substantial business lead is generated. Many textiles’ designers got orders from
Vietnamese companies worth many millions. 22 member Vietnamese delegation is
expected to come and explore business in the NER very soon.

Airlines companies showed interest to run airline operation with Guwahati from Vietnam.
Very soon we are expecting flight operation.

Many Vietnamese malls agrees to sell processed food products from North East
Entrepreneurs.

We got substantial tourism leads, many tour operators are in touch and tourist flow is
expected in near future. Wildlife, hills, tai tourism circuits will be major attraction.

A group of tour operators of Vietnam is expected to visit NER soon.

Entrepreneurs have shown interest to set up restaurants in the NER. Cultural exchange
troupes of Vietnam are expected to come this December.

m) People to people exchange established, Educational exchange programs will be carried out.

n) Designers got good linkage; artiste got platform to showcase their talents. Many
performers got invitation to perform in Vietnam.

o) A unity of NER showcased in right earnest, a historical occasion has helped in building
bridges and promote trade, tourism.




MEDIA COVERAGE:

Investment, air Connectivity and trade
talks soar at NE Festlval in Vietnam

OUR

GUWAHATE: The second day of
the 3rd North East India Festi-
val, a three-day extravaganza,
kicked off on Friday in Ho Chi
Minh City, Vietnam, and fea-
tured enriching discussions
and captivating cultural per-
formances.
The second day kicked off
with the Tourism Meet, which
welcomed 52 tour gperators from
Vietnam and 20 tour operators
from the Northeast.
The event showcased pres-
entations highlighting the tour- X
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hotels further highlighted the
hospitality industry’s growth
in thearea.

Anil Oraw, Regional Director,
Ministry of Tourism, empha-
sised the potential for bilateral
tourism and trade, stating, "We
aim to introduce Vietnamese
tour operators to the wonders
of India. This mutual exchange
will not only enrich cultural
understanding but also stimu-

Adding further, Dinh Vinh
Cuong, Director, Vietnam
International Entrepreneurs
Networking Club said: "We are
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North East India Festival
(NEIF) here in Vietnam.
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Singh said the prime
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to improving, creating and
strengthening more multilat-
eral and bilateral relations.
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NEW DELHI, Oct 27: The
North East India Festival
officially commenced to-
day in Ho Chi Minh City,
Vietnam, marking the be-
ginning of a momentous
event that aims to strength-
en the ties between India
and Vietnam in the world
of academics, trade, busi-
ness, and culture. The fes-
tival opened its doors to a
distinguished assembly of
critical stakeholders, in-
cluding chief ministers,
union ministers, and entre-
preneurs hailing from both
nations.

The inaugural pro-
gramme witnessed the par-
ticipation of several nota-

ble persdnalilies and asso-
ciations from various prov-
inces in Vietnam, under-

tions for the Northeastern
tes,” Singh said.

He said the North East
India Festival, which is the
third in the series, will ex-

people.

The Indian embassy in
Vietnam has focussed on
tourism, trade promotion
d and the relationship between
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Foreign Affair

tions in Ho
Ministry of

ernal Rela-

Tran Phuot Anh and Yice

Chairman of th

e People’s

h Thuan
Committee of Nin

Provinee Nguyen Long Bien
along with representatives of

| § provipees.

Indian ambassador in
Vietnam Sandeep Arya and
Consul General in Ho Chi
Minh City Mohit Chand
Sethi were also present on

the occasion.

‘The festival's programme

incl

two

Vietnam,

ne ’
2 anta said.

udes an investment and
as such  qde session, o tourism B2B
initiatives, et and @ pmplc-\qwoplc
exchange meet, with the
aim of nurturing academic
exchange, promoting edu-
cational programmes, and
enhancing cultural under-
. g between India anc
festival's chie
Shyamkanu Mak

The investment and try
session will facilitate interz
tions between the DoNJ
Ministry, Invest India, ¢
the investor community
o Vietnam, paving the way
term business relat
he added. (PTD)

cultural exchange between India and Vietmam

scoring the significance of Phuoc Anh, Director Gen-
the event. Key dignitaries eral of the Department of

present included Mr. Tran External Relations in Ho b

Chi Minh City, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Vietnam,
and Mr. Nguyen Long
Bien, Vice Chairman of the
People’s Committee of
Ninh Thuan Province,
among others. This grand
assembly, from both India
and Vietnam, highlighted
the collaborative spirit of
the festival.
The opening day’s pro-
¢ was a harmonious
blend of culture and diplo-
macy. It commenced with
the traditional lighting of
the lamp, followed by a
mesmerizing  Xatriya
dance performance by
Mridusmita Das Bora. Am-
d Mr. Sanidk

Arya, India’s Ambassador

to Vietnam, delivered the
opening remarks, setting the
tone for the- festival. Special
remarks were also shared by
MOS (RRS) Mr. RK Ran-
jan, Hon'ble Minister of
State for External Affairs,
Government of India, and
‘Mr. Tran Phuoc Anh, Direc-
tor of External Relations in
Ho Chi Minh City.

The day featured en-
lightening talks on various
destinations, including
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, and Nagaland,
presented by government
officials and experts, em-
phasising the unique at-

of these regions. .

The festival’s cultural seg- |
ment was brought to a/
magnificent close with a |
Drum Ensemble perform- |
ance of the traditional mu- |
sic of tribes of Meghalaya
by Troupes from Megha- |
laya, showcasing the ri(;h.
cultural heritage of lh;e: [
Khasi, Jaintia, and Garo |
tribes. The inaugmam-
concluded with a rej ¥
by Dr. Madan Mohan
Sethi, Consul General of
India in HCMC.

The second day of the '
North East India Festival,
scheduled for October
28th, promises to be equal-
ly impressive, featuring the
® Continued on page 10
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discussions with

participation from 30 compa-
nies representing Northeast

and India, highlighting the

advantages of the Northeast.
These discussions were

instrumental in promoting

business collaborations and

investment opportunities, ;
The People-to- People

offered

in both nations shared their

perspectives, emphasizing the
vagdm-culmral

learning.

Dr Madan Mohan Sethi,
Consul General of ]
HCMC.mﬂectedont!nM
stating, "The North East India
Festival serves as a bridge of
cultural and economic collabo-

ration between our nations. It is

the spirit

of partnership and exchange
that this festival embodies."

The festival also featured the

Incredible India Exhibition,

which showcased the incred-

" ible destinations of India,

including a dedicated textile
zone, state-specific exhibition
zones representing various
northeastern states, and themes
related to the Act East Policy,

India with SE Asia through
Act East Policy: Ranjan Singh

HO CHI MINH CITY, OCTOBER 28/--/Union Minister of
State for External Affairs Rajkumar Ranjan Singh on Friday
said that Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
vision is tolink all the states of North East
India with South East Asia andthe Act East
Policy is the main point of the bilateral
relationship with these key countries. India's
foreign policy under Prime Minister Modi is
focused on bringing the whole world under
one family, Singh said at the inaugural session of the three-
day North East India Festival (NEIF) here in Vietnam. "The
G20 motto has been one earth-one family and one future
which is the philosophy and wisdom of India as a nation.
Based on this asour foreign policy we try to improve the
relationships with countries all over the globe, particularly
in the Indo-Pacific and South East Asia', he said. Singh said
the prime minister was committed toimproving, creating
and strengthening more multilateral and bilateral relations.
'"The Act East policy is the main point of our relationship
with the South East Asian countries and itis the Prime
Minister's vision to link all the states of North EastIndia with
thisregion,'he said.

There are more than 250 communities in the North East
and most of them have similarities with Southeast Asian
communities in terms of culture, music, and folklore among
other commonalities. '"Taking advantage of these
commonalities and the historic links of Buddhism and
Hinduism, under the leadership ofthe Prime Minister we
have used and revitalised all these foundations for the
Northeastern states,” Singh said. He said the North East India
Festival, which is the third in the series, will expose the
regionto South East Asia and create a platform for taking the
potential of theregion to South East Asiaand viceversa. The
Indian embassy in Vietnam has focussed on tourism, trade
promotion and the relationship between people. "The Prime
Minister has focussed on North East Indiaand promoted it
asthe growth engine of the country and as the Gateway to
SouthEast Asia and as such through these initiatives,
infrastructuredevelopmenthas been speeded up which will
help inimproving the connectivity beltween the two regions,"
the minister said. (PTI)




CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

mcreased b three times in the last year. In the speed of
mobile broadband, where earlier we were at 118th posi-
tion, today we have reached 43," PM Modi added. (ANI)

Gadkari to review NH...

in the Northeast, including Sikkim. The total cost of the
projects is Rs 98,592 as of July 31, 2023. The awarding of
a few projects is over. The construction of such projects
is to start shortly.

During the visit, Gadkari is likely to lay the founda-
tion stones for a few NH projects. Since the NH
in Assam are slow-moving, the kind of instruction the
minister will issue to the officials and construction com-
panies is something to keep tabs on.

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma did take up the
issue of NH projects in Assam with Gadkari several times.

NE Festival paves way...

Incredible India Exhibition with a dedicated textile
zone and state-specific exhibition zones from various
North Eastern states of India. The day will also host dis-
cussions on trade and investment opportunities, the han-
dloom and handicraft industry, and investible projects in
the North East Region.

Shyamkanu Mahanta, Chief Orgamser of the North
East India Festival, shared his vision for the event, say-
ing, “The entire programme is deeply rooted in the Act
East Policy. Last year, Prime Minister of India Narendra
Modi highlighted in his address how the North East In-
dia Festival held in Bangkok played a pivotal role in
boosting the connections between India and Bangkok,
significantly strengthening ties in Southeast Asia. This
year, in Vietnam, we are placing a special emphasis on

cultural exchange. Our vision extends to encompass ed-

ucational and trade exchange programmes. What began
as a platform for the North East has now blossomed into
one of India’s largest forums, promoting not only cultur-
al exchange but also propelling trade, commerce, educa-
tion, tourism, and more. This marks the first time Vietnam
kwmemn.afesuvdofsnchmagmmdeandwde We
are enthusiastic and optimistic about witnessing tangi-
ble outcomes from this initiative.”

Madan Mohan Sethi, Consul General of India in
HCMC; echoin f the sentiment, stated, “The North Eu
India Festival is an exceptional initiative that bridges

the cultural and economic , of

Eastern states with Vietnam. d festival marks a
first for Vietnam on this scale, nndoubleﬂyaﬂen -
an invaluable platform for mutual ang and collabo-

rative endeavours.” y
mchl!es an Invest-

India’s North

The festival’s diverse pmgramme
ment and Trade Session, a Tourism B2B Meet, and a Peo-
ple-to-People Exchange Meet, with the aim of nurturing
academic exchange, promoting educational pomm
and enhancing cultural understanding between and
Vietnam. The Investment and dee Session will facili-
tate interactions between the DoNER Ministry, Invest
India, and the Investor’s Community of Vietnam, paving
the way for long-term business relationships.

A spectacudlar fashion show fi the top-notch
designers of North East India will take centre stage, show-
casing the region’s rich fabrics and designs. The festival
will also feature musical performances and cultural show-
cases, promising an immersive experience for all attend-
ees. AstthorthEastlndeesnvalnnfolds,nmuu ]
to be a testament to the growing partnership een
India and Vietnam, reinforcing their commitment to en-
hancing academic, trade, business, and cultural coopera-
tion. This extraordinary event underscores the Act East
policy and set$ the stage for a future filled wnth opporm
nities and collaborations. (IANS)

‘Umami’, the fifth taste...-

Theﬁﬁﬁmtesense:suﬂed ‘Umami’. “An
ent in fast food called MSG (Monosodium ).
commonly called ajinomoto, which contains ampicm-’
tory neurotransmitter, makes oueatfntfoodoam.it'
actually develops a diff taste called Umami for |
you, which actually is not beneﬁcnl for your body, bk
Prof N.S. Verma, HoD, physi , KGMU,

“Food with MSG be noforallbnmﬁ:
tunately this 1s not ning,” said Prof Verma. =~

- Doctors said mroa want to eat different ﬂ'h \

es they should try them at home and !
going to eat street food, “The habit of elﬂns food x|
the influence of an excitatory neurotransmitter can.
people !'}’lh " said Ptro{” P'litnllh Bljpui lmumor :l
expert. The topic is g d.hcul at the ongoing na-
tional conference of physic ! 8 m’

Prof Verma said that 3 ‘
the event that will lu_r %
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India urges airlines in Vietnam to explore possibilities of
direct flights to north-eastern states
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India's Union Minister of State for External Affairs, Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, has called
on airlines from Vietnam to consider launching direct flights to cities in the north-
eastern states of India. Singh believes that this would provide increased investment
and tourism opportunities for both countries. He highlighted that the north-eastern
states of India are well connected by air, land, and rail, and invited airlines from
Vietnam to explore the possibility of connecting these states with cities in Vietnam.
Singh also emphasized the strong bilateral relations and friendship between India and

Trending Stories




3rd edition of NE India Festival begins in Ho Chi Minh City

® Paving way for academic, trade, cultural exchange between India and Vietnam

GUWAHATI, OCT 27: The North East India Fes-
tival officially commenced today in Ho Chi Minh
City. Vietnam. marking the beginning of 8 mo-
mantous event that aims to strengthen the ties
between India and Vietnam i the world of ac-
ademics, trade, business, and culture. The
festival opened its doors to a3 distinguished
assembly of critical stakeholders, including
chief mmisters, union minsters. and entrepre-
neurs, hailing from both the nations

The inaugural programme witnessed the
participation of saveral notable personaities
and associations from varous provinces in
Vietnam, underscornng the significance of the
ovent Key dgnitaries present included Tran
Phuoc Anh, Director General of the Depantment
of External Relations :n Ho Chi Minh City, Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, Vietnam, and Nguyen
Long Bien, Vice Chairman of the People's
Committee of NinhThuan Province, among
others. This grand assembly, from both India
and Vietnam, highighted the collaborative spint
of the festival. The opening day’s programme
was 3 harmonious blend of culture and diplo-
macy It commenced with the tradional fight-
Ing of the lamp, foliowed by a mesmerising
Sattnya dance performance by Mridusmita Das
Bora Ambassador H E Sandeep Arya. India's
Ambassador 1o Vietnam, delivered the open-
Ing remarks, setting the tone for the festival
Special remarks were also shared by MOS
(RRS) RK Rangan. Hon'bie Mmister of State for
External Affairs, Government of india, and Tran

Phuoc Anh, Director of External Refations n
Ho Chi Minh City

The day featured enhightening talks on var.
ous destnations, including Assam, Arunachal
Meghataya, and Nagaland, presented by gov-
emment officials and experts. emphasising the
umgue attractions of these regions. The fest-
val's cuftural segment was brought 1o a mag-
nificent close with a Drum Ensembie perfor-
mance of the tradtional music of tnbes of Me-
ghalaya by Troupes from Meghalaya. show-
casing the nch cultural hentage of the Khas:,
Jaintia, and Garo tribes  The inaugural day
conciuded with a remark by Dr Madan Mohan
Sethi, Consul General of Inga in HCMC

The second cay of North East intia Festival,
scheduled for October 28th, promises to be
equally impressive, featuring the Incredible
India Exhibiton with a dedkcated taxtie zone,
and state-specific exhibition zones from var-
ous North Eastem states of Inda. The day will
also hos! discussions on trade and investment
opportunities, the handioom and handicraft
industry. and investible progects in the North
East Region

Shyam&anu Mahanta, Chief Organiser cf the
North East India Festival. shared his vision foe
the event, saying, “ The entire programme is
deeply rooted in the Act East Policy. Last year,
Prime Minister of indka, Narendra Modi high-
lighted in his address how the North East In-
dia Festival held in Bangkok played a pivotai
role in boosting the connections betweon In-

dia and Bangkok, significantly strengthenng
ves in South East Asia. This year. in Vietnam,
we are placing a special emphasis on cutural
exchange Our wvision extends 10 encompass
educational and trade exchange programmes
What began as a platform for the Noeth East
has now blossomed into one of India’s largest
forums, promoting not only cultural exchange
but also propeiling trade, commerce, educa-
tion, tourism, and more This marks the frst
time Vietnam is witnessing a festival of such
magnitude and scile. We are enthusastic and
optimistic about witnessing tangible outcomes
from this intiative. "

The festival's diverse programme includes
an Investment and Trade Session, a Tourism
B2B Meet, and a People-10-People Exchange
Meet, with the asm of nurtunng academic ex-
change, promoting educational programmes
and enhancing cultural understanding be-
tween (ndw and Vietnam. The Investment and
Trade Session will facilitate interactions be-
tween the DoNER Ministry. Invest India, and
the Investor's Community of Vietnam, paving
the way for fong-term business relationships

As North East India Festival unfolds, it prom-
1505 10 be 8 testament 10 the growng partner-
ship between India and Vietnam, reinforcing
their commitment to enhancing academic,
trade, business, and cultural cooperation. This
extracrdinary event underscores the Act East
Policy and sets the stage for a future filled with
opportunites and collaborations

3rdeditionof
North EastIndia
Festival beginsin
HoChiMinh City

AGENCIES
HOCHIMINH,27 OCTOBER

The North East India Festival
offically commenced on Fri-
day in Ho Chi Minh City, Viet-
nam, markingthe beginningof
amomentous eventthataims
to strengthen theties between
Indiaand Vietnam in theworld
of academics, trade, business,
and culture. The festival opened
its doors to a distinguished
assembly of critical stake-
holders, including chief min-
isters, union ministers, and
entrepreneurs, hailing from
both the nations.

The inaugural programme
witnessed the participation of
severalnotable personalitiesand
associations from various
provinces in Vietnam, under-
scoring the significance of the
event.

featuring the Incredible
Exhibition with a dedicated
textile zone, and state-specific
exhibition zones from various
northeastern states.




North East Festival in Vietnam

celebrates north-eastem art,

culture: As part of the 3rd edi-

tion of the North East india

Festival, cultural programmes

and exhibitions celebrating
northeastern art and culture
and featuring a variety of

products from the North East-
ern states of India was held in

Ho Chi Minh City on Saturday

evening. The 3-day-long North
East India Festival, which began

on October 27 in Ho Chi Minh
City, Vietnam opened a new
door of tourism, investment,
and people-to-people connec-
tivity to Vietnam and other
South East Asian countries
from North East India.
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Investment, air Connectivity and trade
talks soar at NE Festival in Vietnam

GUWAHATI: The second day of
the 3rd North East India Festi-
val, a three-day extravaganza,
kicked off on Friday in Ho Chi
Minh City, Vietnam, and fea-
tured enriching discussions
and captivating cultural per-

formances.

The second day Kicked off
with the Tourism Meet, which
welcomed 52 tour gperators from
Vietnam and 20 tour operators
from the Northeast.

The event showcased pres-
entations highlighting the tour-
ism potential of the Northeast,
featuring insights from notable
speakers, Discussions on deluxe

The second day kicked off with the Tourism Meet, which welcomed 52 tour
operators from Vietnam and 20 tour operators from the Northeast.

Investment aanomecﬂvItyand

discussions with
Mahanta, and 'm

participation from 30 compa-
nies representing Northeast
and 80 Vietnamese companies.
Presentations covered a wide
spectrum of trade a:&i:mt-

and India, highlighting the
of the Northeast.

These discussions were
instrumental in promoting
business collaborations and
investment

The People-to-People '
offered

in both nations shared their
perspectives, emphasizing the
importance of cross-cultural

learning.
Dr Madan Mohan Sethi,
of India in

HCMC, reflected on the event,
stating, "The North East India

Incredible India Exhibition,
which showcased the incred-
" ible destinations of India,

hotels further highlighted the
hospitality industry’s growth
in thearea.

Anil Oraw, Regional Director,
Ministry of Tourism, empha-
sised the potential for bilateral
fourism and trade, stating, "We
aim to introduce Vietnamese

- tour operators to the wonders

of India. This mutual exchange
will not only enrich cultural
understanding but also stimu-

Adding further, Dinh Vinh

; Cuong, Director, Vietnam

International Entrepreneurs
Networking Club said: "We are

- Initiating direct flight routes
between

Vietnam and Northeast
India. I've had productive...Pg5

The Political & Business Daily- New Delhi- October

Immense scope for investment, trade

NO l.’ﬁl MINH CITY,

between Ind1a and Vietnam: Ambassador

te is also immense  Arya
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3rd North East India Festival

52 tour operators from Vietnam, 20
from NE take part in tourism meet

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Oct 28: Al-
together 52 tour operators
from Vietnam and 20 tour
operators from the North-
east took part in a tourism
meet held on the second
day of the 3rd North East
India Festival, which is un-
der way at Ho Chi Minh
City, Vietnam.

According to a statement,
the event showcased pres-
entations highlighting the
tourism potential of North-
east India.

Speaking on the occasion,
Anil Oraw, Regional Direc-
tor, Union Ministry of Tour-
ism, emphasised the poten-
tial for bilateral tourism and
trade.

Further, Dinh Vinh Cuong,
Director of Vietnam Interna-
tional Entrepreneurs Net-
working Club said, “We are
initiating direct flight routes
between Vietnam and North
East India. I am pleased to
share that I will be leading a
delegation of 22 investors to
explore opportunities in
Northeast India soon.”

Another session on Invest-
ment and Trade Session also
witnessed participation from
30 companies representing
Northeast India and 80 Viet-
namese companies.

“Presentations covered a
wide spectrum of trade and
investment opportunities,
from trade and investment
relationships to prospects in
sectors like agriculture, han-
dloom, handicrafts, and
more, between Vietnam and
India, highlighting the ad-
vantages of the Northeast
region. These discussions

were instrumental in pro-
moting business collabora-
tions and investment oppor-
tunities. Further, the Peo-
ple-to-People Exchange
Meet offered insightful dis-
cussions on the historical
connect between Northeast
India and Vietnam,” the
statement said.

The festival also featured
the Incredible India Exhibi-
tion, which showcased the
incredible destinations of In-
dia, including a dedicated tex-
tile zone, State-specific ex-
hibition zones representing

BuUsINESS & EcoON

various northeastern States,
and themes related to the Act
East Policy, tea, industry, and
tourism.

The event was enriched
with captivating folk per-
formances from the North-
east, including Bagurumba,
Bhortaal, Tiwa dance,
Mwsaglangnai, Bihu dance,
Mishing, Daosri Delai and
Jarapagla of Assam and Drum
beating, Drum ensemble &
flute of Meghalaya. 3

The three-day festival will
culminate on October 29, the
statement added. !
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India invites Vietnamese airlines to explore

possibilities of flights to NE States

HO CHI MINH CITY (Vietnam),
Oct 28: Union Minister of State for
External Affairs Rajkumar Ranjan
Singh on Saturday urged airlines from
Vietnam to explore launching direct
flights to cities in northeastern States
of India to provide increased invest-
ment and tourism opportunities to
both countries.

Guwahati, considered the Gateway
to Southeast Asia, has an internation-
al airport with direct flights connect-
ing Bangkok and Singapore, Singh
said while addressing a session on in-
vestment and trade at the North East
India Festival here.

“All eight Northeast States are well

connected by air, land and rail with
other parts of India. I invite airlines
from Vietnam to explore possibilities
of connecting NE States with cities
by air,” he said.

Singh said that India and Vietnam
are long-standing friends with their
bilateral relations and friendship root-
ed in shared history. He said the rela-
tion has been further strengthened
by India’s Act East Policy.

“It has further fostered its stra-
tegic relationship promoting eco-
nomic cooperation and strengthen-
ing cultural ties with ASEAN coun-
tries. Our journey from the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations to

comprehensive strategic partner-
ship has been further enhanced since
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
historic visit to Vietnam in 2016,"
he said.

“All the 8 NE States have abundant
natural and human resources and all
have international borders which are
integral to India’s Act East Policy,”
Singh said.

“The region also has an abundance
of raw matenials, cheap labour and
access to South East Asia markets. It
also has the potential to become the
manufacturing hub of organic prod-
ucts, renewable energy and interna-
tional tourism,” he said.

The Northeast is well known for
its varied geography, rich cultural his-
tory and hetitage and the reason why
it is visited by domestic and interna-
tional tourists. While the hospitality
industry is developing fast in order
to match the growing need, the min-
ister said.

“There is a need for more hotels
and associated industries and so Lin-.
vite hospitality businesses from Vi-
etnam to identify investment oppor-
tunities in this sector. We will facili-
tate and extend all support for invest-
ments from Vietnam in India,” Singh
said at the ‘Investment and Trade
Session'. - PTI
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3rd Edition of North East India Festival (October 27-29, 2023)
4 October 31,2023

Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Minister of State for External Affairs and Education [MoS(RRS)] visited Vietnam to participate in the third edition of North East India Festival
(NEIF) in Ho Chi Minh City from 27-29 October 2023. The first and second editions of NEIF were held in 2019 and 2022 in Bangkok.

MoS(RRS) inaugurated NEIF along with H.E. Mr. Bui Xuan Cuong, Vice Chairman of Ho Chi Minh City People’s Committee and H.E. Mr. Nguyen Long Bien, Vice Chairman of
People’s Committee of Ninh Thuan. There was also ministerial and senior official representation from North Eastern States of India in NEIF.

Organised by the Embassy of India, Hanoi, Consulate General of India, Ho Chi Minh City in collaboration with Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Ministry of Tourism, Government of India, various state governments of North East India and coordinated by M/s Trend MMS, NEIF saw
participation of large number of dignitaries, entrepreneurs, academic institutions and artists from both India and vietnam. Seminars and exhibition of products
including handicrafts from North East India were organised as part of the event.

MoS(RRS) also had a productive bilateral meeting with the Vice Chairman of Ho Chi Minh City People’s Committee H.E. Mr. Bui Xuan Cuong. During the visit, MoS (RRS)
interacted with Indian community members in Ho Chi Minh City.

NEIF aimed to promote closer cooperation between India and Vietnam and enhance awareness of India’s North Eastern region which is key to India’s "Act East Policy’”.

New Delhi °
October 31,2023

The Shillong Times, November 05, 2023

Meghalaya’s ARTS AND MUSIC
enthralled Ho Chi Minh City,
ht India & Viietnam closer

PRESENTS

Thank you, fo all of the demons you've created,
Thank you, for ending alof that love with hate,

Thank you for disrespecting all the moments we made,
Thank you, for faking love even though you never stayed.

Thank you, for pretending ke you geruinely Gre,
Thank you, for trusting me with al the things you've shared,
Thank you fo making me beleve we were a par,

Thank you, to show feelings once again now (m scared.

Thank you, for you've taught me a esson,

Thank you for the gt o depression,

Thank you for now e reaised | was o stubborn. Thark you,
because Pl never trust another one.

Thank you, fo breaking my heart once agai,

Thank you, for teaching me how it eels to be in pain,
Thank you, for ushing the happy me into the ain,
Thank you, because | have gone insane.

~Nichol, hi
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The festival marked the beginaing of 3
momentows evest that aims to
strengthen the ties between India and
Vietnam in the world of academics, trade,
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India News | North East Festival in Vietham
Celebrates Northeastern Art, Culture

Get latest articles and stories on India at LatestLY. As part of the 3rd edition of the North
East India Festival, cultural programmes and exhibitions celebrating northeastern art
and culture and featuring a variety of products from the North Eastern states of India
was held in Ho Chi Minh City on Saturday evening.
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'"We are looking to bring whole world into one family':
MoS Rajkumar Ranjan Singh on linking northeastern
India with Southeast Asia
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North East India Festival in Vietnam

opens new dimensions of tourism,
investment

AN | | Posted by Zarafshan Shiraz, Ho Chi Minh (vietnam)
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North East India Festival in Vietnam hosts cultural, fashion and
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3td edition of NE Indla Festival begms in n Ho Chi Minh Cit

GUWAHATI, Oct

North East India F
officially comm

in Ho Chi Minh City,
nam, marking the beginning
of a momentous event that
aims to strengthen the ties
between India and Vietnam
in the world of academics,
trade, business, and cul-
ture.

The festival opened its
doors to a distinguished
assembly of critical \l.lkc-
holders, including C
Ministers, union ministe
and entrepreneurs, hailing
from both the nations.

The inaugural
programme witnessed the
participation of several no-
table personalities and as-
sociations from various
provinces in Vietnam, un-
derscoring the significance
of the event.

Key dignitaries present
included Tran Phuoc Anh,
Director General of the De
partment of External Rela-
tions in Ho Chi Minh City,
Ministry of Fore n Affairs,
Vietnam, and Nguyen Long
Bien, Vice Chairman of the
People’s Committee of Ninh
Thuan Province, among
others.

This grand assembly,
from both India and Viet-
nam, highlighted the col-
laborative spirit of

the festival.

The opening day’s
programme was a harmoni-
ous blend of culture and
diplomacy. It commenced

of the lamp, followed by a
mesmerising Sattriya dance
performance by Mridusmita
Das Bora.

Ambassador Sandeep
Arya, India’s Ambassador
to Vietnam, delivered the
opening remarks, setting
the tone for the festival

Special remarks were also
shared by MOS (RRS) RK
Ranjan, Minister of State
for External Affairs, Gov-
ernment of India, and Tran
Phuoc Anh, Director of Ex-
ternal Relations in Ho Chi
Minh cif

The day featured enlight-
ening talks on various des-
tinations, including Assam,
Arunachal, Meghalaya, and
Nagaland, presented by
government officials and
experts, emphasising the

unique attractions of
these regions.

The I’u\ln.xl's cultural
segment was brought to a
magnificent close with a
drum ensemble perfor-
mance of the traditional
music of tribes of

Mu.hdlau by troupes

ing lhg mh cultural heri-
tage of the Khasi, Jaintia,
and Garo tribes.

The inaugural day con-
cluded with a remark by Dr.
Madan Mohan Sethi, Con-
sul General of India in
HCMC.

The second day of North
East India Festival, sched-
uled for October 28, prom-
ises to be equally impres-
sive, featuring the Incred-
ible India Exhibition with a
dedicated textile zone, and
state-specific exhibition
zones from various North
Eastern states of India. The
day will also host discus-
sions on trade and invest-
ment opportunities, the
handloom and handicraft
industry, and investable
projects in the North East
Region

.Sh\umk_mu Mahanta,
Chief C ganiser of the
North East India Festival,
shared his vision

for the event, saying,
“The entire programme is

deeply rooted in the Act
East Policy. Last ye: me
Minister of India, Narendra
Modi highlighted in his ad-
dress how the North East
India Festival held in
Bangkok played a pivotal
role in boosting the con-
nections between India and
Bangkok, significantly
strengthening ties in South

The festival's diverse
programme includes an In-
vestment and Trad
sion, a Tourism B2B Mee
and a People-to-People Ex-
change Meet. with the aim
of nurturing academic ex-
change, promoting educa-
tional programmes.
hancing cultural under-
standing between India
and Vietnam. The Invest-
ment and Trade Session will

tween the DoNER Ministry,
Invest India, and the
Investor’s Community of
Vietnam, paving the way for
long-term business rela-
tionships, said a press
communiqué.

DD DD News Assamese
@ddnews_guwahati
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India urges airlines in Vietnam to
explore possibilities of direct flights
to north-eastern states
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Union Minister of State for External Affairs, Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, has called upon airlines
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from Vietnam to consider the possibility of introducing direct flights to cities located in the
northeastern states of India. This proposal aims to foster enhanced economic and tourism

opportunities for both nations. Facilitating better connectivity through direct flights could
Mobility Partner
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India pushes for direct Vietnam-NE flights TRENDING NEWS

sunday, 29 October 2023 | PTI | Ho Chi Minh City v Eggrﬂgg%mgtaions in

control important part
of my game: Virat Kohli
Union Minister of State for External Affairs Rajkumar Ranjan Singh on Saturday urged airlines from Vietnam to
explore launching direct flights to cities in north-eastern states of India to provide increased investment and

tourism opportunities to both countries. Live updates | Israeli

warplanes hit refugee

Guwahati, considered the Gateway to Southeast Asia, has an international airport with direct flights connecting camp in Gaza Strip,
Bangkok and Singapore, Singh said while addressing a session on investment and trade at the North East India killing at least 33

i eople
Festival here. ) an%dra‘s hundred,
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All eight North East states are well connected by air, land and rail with other parts of India. | invite airlines from Y BE  New Zealand to 401 for

Vietnam to explore possibilities of connecting NE states with cities by air," he said. 6 against Pakistan

India plans roadshows, travel mart to boost North
East tourism, connect with Vietham

@ ANI / 29 OCTOBER 2023 / SPORTS

@O

New Delhi [India], October 29 (ANI): To connect North East India with South East Asian countries, including
Vietnam, and promote North East Tourism, the Ministry of Tourism of the Government of India has planned road
shows, particularly focused on tourism, and will organize an International Travel Mart in Shillong in November this

year.

In an exclusive interview with ANI, Anil Oraw, Regional Director of the Ministry of Tourism of the Government of
India, said that during the ongoing 3rd edition of the North East India Festival in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietham, a B2B
meeting on tourism was held, and various issues were discussed.
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b North East India Festival in Vietnam concludes

PTI 29 October, 2023 08:33 pm IST

Ho Chi Minh City (Vietnam), Oct 29 (PTI) The third edition of the North East India Festival —
providing a platform for promoting trade, investment, tourism, education and cultural ties
between India and Vietnam — concluded on Sunday.

The three-day festival, held here for the first time, was attended by Union Minister of state for

External Affairs Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Indian ambassador to Vietnam Sandeep Arya, Indian
Consul General Madan Mohan Sethi, Vietnamese leaders and officials, investors,

entrepreneurs, tour operators, fashion designers, singers and musicians from the eight North




