
Historic Documents of the Enlightenment
The Essential Primary Sources



Historic Documents of the Enlightenment
The Essential Primary Sources

Dallas, TX



Historic Documents of the Enlightenment: The Essential Primary Sources

Copyright © 2024 by Schlager Group Inc.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or utilized in 
any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, 
recording, or by any information storage or retrieval systems, without permission 
in writing from the publisher. For information, contact:

Schlager Group Inc. 
10228 E. Northwest HWY, STE 1151 
Dallas, TX 75238 
USA 
(888) 416-5727 
info@schlagergroup.com

You can find Schlager Group online at https://www.schlagergroup.com

For Schlager Group: 
Vice President, Editorial: Sarah Robertson 
Chief Content Officer: Benjamin Painter 
Founder and President: Neil Schlager

eBook ISBN: 9781961844230



iv

Contents

Reader’s Guide                  vi

Contributors                 vii

The Enlightenment                  1

Kant and the Redemption of Enlightenment                4

Rousseau and Radicalization                 6

From Locke to Jefferson                  8

English Bill of Rights                10

John Locke: Second Treatise on Civil Government             16

John Locke: An Essay on Human Understanding             26

Charles de Montesquieu: The Spirit of Laws              38

Voltaire: Candide                 48

Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Social Contract              53

Voltaire: Philosophical Dictionary               61

Catherine II of Russia: The Grand Instructions  
to the Commissioners                70

Denis Diderot: Supplement to the Voyage of Bougainville            80

American Declaration of Independence              85

Immanuel Kant: “What Is Enlightenment?”              88

Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen             93

Jeremy Bentham: An Introduction to the Principles  
of Morals and Legislation                96



v

Marquis de Condorcet: Outlines of an Historical View  
of the Progress of the Human Mind             100

Thomas Malthus: An Essay on the Principle of Population          105

David Ricardo: On the Principles of Political Economy and Taxation         109


