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ORTELIUS

M/V Ortelius was named after the Dutch cartographer Abraham Ortelius (1527-1598) who published
the first modern world atlas, the Theatrum Orbis Terrarum (Theatre of the World) in 1570. MV Orte-
lius was built in 1989 in Gdynia, Poland, as a research vessel for the Russian Academy of Science and
was named Marina Svetaeva. In 2011 she was purchased by Oceanwide Expeditions. The vessel was
re-flagged and renamed Ortelius. Now the ship is sailing as a 125-passenger vessel. Ortelius is 91 m
long, 17,6 m wide and has a maximum draft of 5,80 m, with an Ice Strength rating of UL1/1A, top
speed of 13 knots and one diesel engine generating 3200 kW.



Captain Mika Appel

and his international crew of 49

including
First Officer: Sam Cook [Great Britain]
Second Officer: Laimonas Choroscia [Lithuania]
Third Officer: John Williams [Great Britain]
Chief Engineer: Guntis Dizbite [Latvia]
Hotel Manager: Dejan Nikolic [Serbia]
Assist. Hotel Manager: Lilian van Meurs [Poland]
Head Chef: Heinz Hacker [Austria]
Sous Chef: Khabir Moraes [India]
Ship’s Physician: Hans Frima [The Netherlands]
and
Expedition Leader: Jan Belgers [The Netherlands]
Assist. Expedition Leader: Arjen Drost [The Netherlands]
Expedition Guide: Bob Brown [Great Britain]
Expedition Guide: Alex Chavanne [France/USA]
Expedition Guide: Sandra Petrowitz [Germany]
Expedition Guide: Iain Rudkin [Great Britain]
Expedition Guide: Bill Smith [Scotland]
Expedition Guide: Aad Wever [The Netherlands]

We welcome you on board!



Day 1: Saturday, 20" May 2017
Vlissingen

GPS position at 1600: 51°27.7° N / 003°42.0’ W
Wind: light air Weather: partly cloudy Temperature: 17 °C

Our ship m/v Ortelius was at anchor in the har-
bour of Ritthem, near Flushing (Vlissingen). At
about four o‘clock the buses arrived and we
boarded the ship the start a very exciting expe-
dition cruise.

Once on board, with the help of the hotel crew,
we settled into our cabins and got acquainted
with the layout of the ship, our home for the
next 10 days. We were soon gathered in the
lecture room for several different welcome
briefings. One was by our expedition leader Jan
Belgers and the rest of the expedition staff,
and another by our hotel manager Dejan (DJ).
We were also briefed by Third Officer John on
ship safety and how to prepare for the worst.

A drill of the general alarm (seven long blast
followed by one long blast) was made, and we
all donned the SOLAS orange life jackets and
mustered in the bar guided by crew and staff.
After a roll call to assure everyone was present
we went out to the lifeboats and some of us
actually went inside.

We returned to our cabins briefly before re-
grouping with Captain Mika Appel in the
lounge for a welcoming toast of champagne or
juice before heading down to the dining room
for our first scrumptious dinner prepared by
v Chef Heinz and his staff. An exciting first day,
the start of many more adventures to come in

the following week.



Day 2: Sunday, 21t May 2017
At sea towards Aberdeen

GPS position at 0800: 53°19.5‘ N, 002°51.2‘ W
Wind: WSW 4 Sea: moderate Weather: partly cloudy Temperature: 16°C
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After a calm night, we awoke to a stunningly beautiful morning. The sun was shining, there was very
little wind, and the North Sea was but a blue blanket with the odd ship or offshore rig sticking out.
Ortelius steadily made her way north while we enjoyed a first coffee or tea on deck. Of course, the
keen birdwatchers had been the first ones up and about.

Right after breakfast, it was time to collect our expedition equipment. We were called by decks to
the lecture room to receive and try on the rubber boots which would keep our feet dry in the zodiacs
and during landings. In addition, each of us got an inflatable lifevest. Soon afterwards, Bill invited us
to his talk introducing us to, of course: Scotland! Some of us preferred to bask in the sun on the top
deck instead or look for wildlife from the bridge or the decks.



In the afternoon Expedition Leader Jan
introduced us to the do’s and dont’s with
regards to safe zodiac operations and
explained how to behave around nature
and wildlife. Speaking of which, quite a
number of species had been observed
during the day including (a very brief
encounter with a) Minke whale, Gannet,
Common guillemot, Black-legged
kittiwake, Greater as well as Lesser black-
backed gull, Herring gull, Razorbill and
even a Manx shearwater much to the
delight of the birders.

Before dinner, we gathered in the bar where Jan and Bill outlined the plans for tomorrow when we
would have a full day around Aberdeen. Excited by the prospect, we proceeded to dinner while
Ortelius continued to make her way across the calm North Sea towards the Scottish coast.



Day 3: Monday, 22" May 2017
Scotland: Aberdeen

GPS position at 0800: 57°08,7‘ N, 002°05,3‘ W
Wind: S 3 Sea: calm Weather: cloudy Temperature: 14°C

Passengers were up at the ‘crack of dawn’ 5.30 am in the hope of spotting Bottlenose Dolphins off
the mouth of Aberdeen harbour. Aberdeen was a major Scottish whaling port sending many vessels
to the Arctic. The pilot boarded Ortelius and helmed the vessel into the River Dee past Girdleness
lighthouse on the headland. This was the location of the tragic wreck of the whaling ship ‘Oscar’ in a
storm in 1833. 42 sailors drowned in the mountainous waves, only two survived as the disaster un-
folded in front of horrified families who had gathered to say goodbye as the ‘Oscar’ sailed to the
Arctic.

After breakfast and immigration checks, everyone boarded two coaches for the tour north. Bill acted
as guide as they drove through the more interesting parts of Aberdeen, and provided a commentary
on the architecture and politics of the area. A few miles north the coaches made a detour as they
drove down to have a quick view of the controversial Trump golf course at Menie Estate. First stop
was the beautiful ‘Sands of Forvie‘ nature reserve at the mouth of the river Ythan at the village of



Newburgh. The reserve is the largest breeding ground of Arctic
Terns and Eider Duck in the UK and also the site of a haul out of _
over 1000 grey seals and 10 common seals. Birdwatchers were |
delighted with the variety of birds found at this location.

After lunch the coaches drove north past Cruden Bay and the romantic ruin of Slains Castle — the
inspiration for the story of Dracula — to the dramatic cliff scenery of the ‘Bullers of Buchan’. Only a
very short walk from the car park, the cliffs provided the ideal vantage point to observe thousands of
seabirds including everyone’s favourite, the comical-looking puffin.




At 3.00 pm the group drove back towards Aber-
deen and along the beach promenade between
the rivers Don and Dee to the old fishing village
of Fittie (or ‘Foot Dee‘) at the mouth of the har-
bour and on the edge of the beach. Passengers
were able to wander through the narrow
streets filled with low granite-built houses and
highly individual eccentrically decorated sheds.
Cameras clicked frantically. At 4.30 everyone
returned to Ortelius and at 6 pm the vessel cast
off and sailed clear of the harbour for the voy-
age north to Fair Isle. One Bottlenose Dolphin
was sighted just before the pilot left the ship.
This was another stimulating Oceanwide Expe-
ditions day providing a great variety of interest!



Day 4: Tuesday, 23" May 2017
Scotland: Fair Isle

GPS position at 0800: 59°28.2‘ N, 001°34.9‘' W
Wind: WNW 5 Sea: moderate Weather: cloudy Temperature: 12°C

We were approaching Fair Isle well before breakfast time, in a fairly settled sea, with slightly overcast
conditions. However, what little cloud there was, soon evaporated, treating us to a wonderfully clear
and sunny day with a fresh breeze from the
west.

Breakfast over, packed lunches assembled,
four zodiacs were launched, and we com-
menced our landings at Bu Ness, arriving at the
sand and stone beach of North Haven. This was
the first time in zodiacs for many of us, and it
was satisfying to know that all the briefings had
worked and there were no hitches.




From there, we all took many different routes;
a large party walked eastwards from the landing
site to view the puffins nesting in defunct rabbit
burrows high on the slopes over the sea. Others
made their way along the winding little road
that runs most of the island’s length, past the
famous Bird Observatory with its modern, pur-
pose-built establishment, constructed in 2010.
The walk passed through wide open rolling
country, dominated by the view of dramatic
headlands further ahead, and covered with
heavily grazed heathland and pastures. In
places we saw the Helgoland traps used by the
Observatory to humanely record and release
birds, contributing to their unique database of
migrations in this part of the world.

Many of us visited the intriguing local museum
with its rich flavour of the community’s history
and the little shop (in the latter, some emerging
with examples of the famous local knitwear).
For others, the main purpose was to see a small

selection of the enormous range of bird species
recorded here; treats included northern wheatears, excellent views of nesting kittiwakes, gannets
and fulmars, as well as many great skuas (bonxies), whimbrel, purple sandpipers, and even red-
backed shrike and others (see species list).

Finally, during the mid-afternoon, it was time to return to Ortelius, via a series of zodiac shuttles from
the beach. With a little time in hand, it was possible to divert from the straight route to view the
magnificent cliff coastline of the island, through waters dotted with common guillemots and puffins.
Then a turn out towards the ship through clear
blue waters rising and falling in a gentle swell.

Back on board, after refreshments, Jan and the
team gave us a recap on some of the features
we’d seen during the day, and an outline of the
plans for the next couple of sea-days, including
an optimistic weather forecast for the sea con-
ditions. Prospects for happy whale spotting!




Day 5: Wednesday, 24" May 2017
At sea towards Jan Mayen

GPS position at 0800: 62°21.7‘ N, 002°53.7‘ W
Wind: W 4 Sea: moderate Weather: cloudy Temperature: 11°C

Days at sea can leave lots of time for thinking. Staring out over a calm ocean watching for whales

allows for introspection on the days past and where we are heading. In a world where it is now more
common to run than to walk, having time to think and reflect away from the internet is valuable.

The day at Fair Isle yesterday had been stunning, a rare blue sky day in the Scottish Islands where
more than one got sunburned. Standing on the edge of the cliffs, fulmars swinging overhead, gannets,
puffins and others darting to and from their nests, one could feel again small compared to the life in
the world. Looking down to the nesting sites of the gannets, though, was a reminder of how dramat-
ically we are influencing the world. As the birds flew in with nesting material to build this year’s nest,
it was surprising to see a large proportion of plastic netting taking the place of natural material. No



doubt this leads to a more du-
rable nest, but the fact is that
these birds aren’t the only
seagoing animal to suffer from
plastic pollution. The Fulmars
of the North Sea were recently
estimated to be carrying plas-
tic in their stomachs at an
astonishing incidence rate of
85 to 95 per cent.

Whether it is plastic packaging
coming from developing
countries, pre-production

plastic coming from developed countries, or fishing gear from the fishing industry, the amount of
plastic waste in the ocean is growing rapidly and will have unforeseen consequences on the wildlife

of the ocean. With a lecture on oceanic plastic pollution coming soon, the need for awareness and

action is strong, the problem can be slowed relatively easily, it just needs to be done.

As a Fin whale came to the
surface to breathe, the mind
was focused back to the im-
mediate surroundings. Never-
theless, the lingering thoughts
of our effect on the ocean isn’t
lost as one thinks about how
this giant animal feeds, scoop-
ing up tons of krill and who
knows what else.

Keep yourself informed, do
some research, and do some-
thing individually for the good
of the whole.




Day 6: Thursday, 25" May 2017
At sea towards Jan Mayen

GPS position at 0800: 66°20.4‘ N, 004°58.9' W
Wind: E 3 Sea: slight Weather: fog Temperature: 7°C

When we woke up, we hadn’t crossed the Arctic Circle yet. All the whale stops from yesterday had
slowed us down a little. The advantage of this was that we now were fully awake to have a proper
ceremony. After breakfast we were called to the heli-
deck where Dejan and Lilian were waiting for us with

hot chocolate (with something extra). When we GNAY _MAY25.1110:01:82 L

crossed the Arctic Circle at 66°33’27” N, Bill and lain 66033 367’N

made us pass under the symbolical line and we could

take pictures with an Arctic Circle sign — a great way to 5006 9 6 1 ,H

start the day and for several of us the first time we : 346 30
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were officially in the Arctic. In the morning the group

Bss

on the bow saw several Northern Bottlenose Whales,

though they were all quite far away.



After this Sandra gave a lecture on photography,
providing us with many tips to make better pictures
— very useful as we all had cameras but not always
got the results we hoped for. After another splendid
lunch we had some time to enjoy the seas, although
that became a bit more difficult. The wind had
picked up a little, creating more waves and swell
and for the first time the doctor was needed to hand
out seasickness medicine, even though it wasn’t
that bad really.

Later in the afternoon we were called to the lecture
room again by Aad for a lecture about Jan Mayen.
He told us all about this little island that we were
about to visit. Nice stories and pictures fueled our
enthusiasm for our visit tomorrow even more.

The recap was filled with our plans for our visit to
Jan Mayen the next day. Jan gave us an overview of
the weather forecast (beautiful sunshine and very
little wind) and the possibilities for hikes and land-

ings and Bill illustrated this with even more pictures.

After dinner a documentary was shown about Orcas, but many people stayed outside, in the bar or
went to bed early, full of anticipation for tomorrow’s activities.




Day 7: Friday, 26" May 2017
Jan Mayen

GPS position at 0800: 70°38.2‘ N, 008°25.4‘ W
Wind: NE 5 Sea: moderate Weather: cloudy Temperature: 4°C

Our Expedition Leader’s earlier optimistic predictions for the weather at magical, mysterious Jan
Mayen were confirmed early in the morning: the landing at Jan Mayen was on! For many of us a visit
to this rarely visited island was at the top of this cruise’s wish list.

The hikers departed first as they needed time to

cover the 10-km walk across the island. A
- landing was made at Batvika, a small bay near
i the 200-metre high mast of the no longer
operational LORAN navigation station. On
approaching the coast both the black lava and
the abundant green moss were noteworthy. We
were greeted by the ,stasjonssjef”, the
commanding officer of the 18-strong
Norwegian station crew. He gave a short




introduction to the island and mentioned do’s and don’ts. We were free to wander around the
station, do bird spotting or visit the shop for postcards and souvenirs. While the first hikers set off, a

gueue was formed as the small station shop could only accommodate 5 people at one time!

The hikers having left Ortelius, those who would not do the walk across the island to Kvalrossbukta,
also left for Batvika. They, however, were to return to the ship at noon to join in a circumnavigation
of Sgr Jan, as the southern half of the island is called.

Beerenberg, the 2277-metre high volcano on Nord Jan refused to reveal its beauty and the snow-and
glacier-covered top remained shrouded in clouds for the rest of the day. Jan Mayen is of volcanic
origing, seated on top of a so-called
hot spot near the Mid-Atlantic
Ridge. Recent eruptions of
Beerenberg were in 1970 and in
1985; earthquakes every now and
then rock the station’s buildings.
While Beerenberg dominates the
northern half of the island, lower,
extinct volcanoes dot Sgr Jan, the
highest peak here being 769
metres. Erosion and frost wear
have done a thorough job in

rien Dr . .
Arjen Drost grinding down the volcano tops.

Those who had returned to Ortelius enjoyed the sight of the steep cliffs as we sailed around the
southern half of the island. After rounding Sgrkapp we passed some of the beaches where the Dutch
whaling stations were active between 1616 and 1648; by then, merciless hunting had just about
eliminated the whale population around Jan Mayen and the installations (blubber ovens, tents and
wooden houses) were dismantled and taken home, or simply abandoned.



In the meantime the hikers
were on their way from the
station to Kvalrossbukta at
the other side of the island.
Although the island at this
point is only 3,5 kms across,
the 10-km road has to cross
the low hills on what is called
Mid Jan. The hikers were
fascinated by the bleak
volcanic landscape, and many

sat down to absorb this
magical place. Everyone took his or her time to cross the island, while the bird watchers managed to
spot quite a few species in this barren landscape. Lunch was eaten with perhaps the strangest view
ever.

At about 4 o‘clock Ortelius started disembarking the passengers who had sailed around the southern
part of the island, while the first hikers had already arrived at Kvalrossbukta, a site of former Dutch
whaling activity. Countless logs, originating from the Siberian coast, were littered along the coast. At
one place, planks, probably from former Dutch whaling houses, were sticking out of the sand, while
fragments of the frost-shattered yellow so-called l/ssel-stones, which the Dutch ships brought with
them as ballast to later use them for foundations of their houses and blubber ovens, were spread all

i over the black beach at the far
side of Kvalrossbukta, toward
Brielsche Toren. It looks as if
P the waves and erosion are
h quickly destroying the last

—~—

evidence of the Dutch
presence here some 400
years ago.

By 6 o‘clock the last zodiac
departed for Ortelius, with
the station commander and
two of his crew waving us

goodbye from the beach.

Now Ortelius set off for the pack ice. A few hardy photographers defied the cold wind for a few last
pictures of the glaciers coming down Beerenberg. A most remarkable day had ended!



Day 8: Saturday, 27t" May 2017
At sea and in the ice

GPS position at 1200: 74°13.7‘ N, 006°17.6' W
Wind: ENE 3 Sea: slight Weather: cloudy Temperature: 0°C

Another day at sea! Just like any other?

Pre-breakfast Orcas were enough to rouse even the most committed of duvet worshippers and see
them pile on their arctic layers to hit the outer decks. A pod containing at least two males was cruising
around, coming very close to the ship for those lucky enough to be in the right place at the right time.
An hour was spent enjoying these magnificent sea mammals, giving plenty of opportunities for the
photographically-minded to fill their memory cards! But enough about whales ...

Shortly after our morning repast, rumours spread through passengers and staff alike regarding stow-
aways onboard the vessel. A group of snow buntings had been caught cadging a lift northward to
take the strain off their wings during their annual migration. A thought must be spared for these



seemingly delicate wee creatures. With a wing-
span of around 18 cm and weighing only a
handful of grams, these daring aviators were
probably undertaking a long mission across the
wide expanse of the North Atlantic to spend
the breeding season in Greenland. They added
a certain calm to the days’ voyage with their
little chirrups —a much gentler sound than that
of Ortelius! Needless to say, they had probably
become the most photographed species en-
route.... that is, until the early evening.

Arjen pulled out an absolute winner with his sighting of three polar bears shortly after the Ortelius
hit the ice: a mother and two well-fed cubs. A real joy to see this young family looking so healthy!
Around half an hour was spent with the group of polar bears. Or should | say aurora? The collective
noun for this particular member of the ursine family is indeed ‘an aurora of polar bears’! Though
whether three is large enough to be classed as a group is a matter for a separate discussion. Seman-
tics aside, what a wonderful way to end the day — so yep, just another sea day on the good ship
Ortelius ...







Day 9: Sunday, 28" May 2017
At sea and in the ice

GPS position at 1200: 75°57.5‘ N, 003°55.1‘ W
Wind: N 4 Sea: ice Weather: cloudy Temperature: -4°C
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Bang, scrape, crunch ... passengers awoke to the sounds of Ortelius gently slipping through the ice-
covered sea. This was exciting ... after the superb sighting of three bears the previous evening, pas-
sengers were eager to line the rails of the deck and bridge to be the first to spot the next Arctic
wildlife. Outside the temperature was -3 degrees centigrade and the sea -1, and a slight breeze en-
sured a chill in the air.

On the bridge, hour after hour, a reassuring monologue from the captain and confirming replies from
the helmsman ... Starboard 15... Starboard 15... Hard to Starboard... Hard to Starboard... Ease to 10...
Ease to 10... Midships... Midships... Rudder hard to Port... Hard to Port... Hard to Port now... Okay...
Midships... Midships... Hard to Starboard... Ease to 5... Ease to 5... Midships... Rudder Midships... very
good. Starboard 15... Starboard... Hard to Starboard... Ah! The phone is ringing!

On the horizon, what appeared to be a jumble of heaped-up ice proved to be a mirage effect. Lots of
open water and every now and again a sighting of hooded seals on ice flows.



Two superb, highly educational lec-
tures during the day: in the morn-
ing, by lain, ‘Sea Ice’ and in the af-
ternoon, by Bob, ‘Selkies — the life
of northern seals’, had passengers
entranced.

A relaxing morning and afternoon
.. ho real excitement but then a cry
from the bow ... ‘Ross’s Gull’ ... and
louder chorus of voices: ‘Ross’s

* Gull’, had everyone scurrying for
~_ their cameras and hastening onto

the foredeck. The hero of the hour was Ingmar, one of our eagle-eyed bird-spotters. This was the

highlight sighting of the voyage, a rare and beautiful bird, normally found much further east. Bill

quickly drew a cartoon certificate which was then presented to the proud spotter.

The scheduled Arctic BBQ on the
helicopter deck was cancelled as
the hotel staff thought it rather
cold. A pity, as eventually the sun
came out and it was a rather pleas-
ant evening with Ortelius amidst
the ice.

(Photo of the Ross’s Gull by
passenger Yvonne Bischofs)




Day 10: Monday, 29" May 2017
At sea towards Spitsbergen/Svalbard

GPS position at 0800: 76°30.4‘ N, 001°44.4' E
Wind: N 6 Sea: moderate Weather: cloudy Temperature: -2°C
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The delightful evening of the previous night wasn’t with us the next day unfortunately, as we started,
some way south of the ice, in a fresh northwesterly wind, grey clouds, and to put it gently, a rather
lumpy sea. Throughout the day the weather conditions deteriorated with wind piping up to about
force 7 and sea conditions becoming worse to the extent that the foredeck had to be closed, even
for the most intrepid birders.

However, undeterred, we had a full programme on board. An early sighting of fin whales was enjoyed
by many; we slowed and maneuvered gently to obtain closer views, and this was amply rewarded
with the spectacle of these very large animals (second only to blue whales) cruising through the wa-
ter, their sharp backward-pointing fins slicing through the choppy seas.



Alex commenced the lecture programme with a provocative and enlightening talk on the worrying
amount of discarded plasticin our seas; where it comes from and what needs to be done. This caused
much discussion and questions from his audience.

The afternoon kept everyone busy with talks. Jan gave a mandatory briefing on safety with polar

bears, what to do and, very importantly, what not to do. He continued with a lecture on the history
of Spitsbergen, the early explorers and the development of human settlements on the island. This
was followed by a very thoughtful talk by Bill on marine art and the politics and emotion behind the
different genres. The turbulent seas illustrated by the artists settled in to an appropriate context as
Ortelius rolled and pitched with occasional thumps as we hit waves, as Bill described the feelings of
marine artists becoming aware of their own mortality.

A lighter vein developed up in the bar, where we had a recap (both intellectual and liquid) about the
forthcoming day’s events. This also included an appropriate addition to Alex’s talk, with a briefing by
two researchers surveying plastic debris and pollution in Spitsbergen and Jan Mayen. And finally,
there was an evening talk by Aad, about life in today’s Svalbard, the current general name for the
complex of islands which includes Spitsbergen, the largest, although the Dutch keep insisting on call-
ing Svalbard Spitsbergen! Local bear activities were highlighted as were the challenges facing Sval-
bard by a changing climate and the consequent avalanches, mudslides and cracking houses.



Day 11: Tuesday, 30" May 2017

Poolepynten & Ymerbukta
GPS position at 0800: 78°26.07‘ N, 011°56.0‘ E
Wind: NW 3 Sea: smooth Weather: partly cloudy Temperature: 5°C
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The day dawned calm and sunny, and what a perfect day to conclude our cruise from Europe to
Svalbard! The sun of course hadn’t set in several days, nevertheless, the early morning light illumi-
nating Prins Karls Forland was beautiful as we sailed towards Poolepynten.

It had been a wonderful trip, starting in summer-
time Netherlands, where we walked around in t-

shirts, to what felt like springtime Arctic. Therewas ,mm M'mn ”' l
still snow in reasonable quantities on the ground e - e
here, and although it would melt soon, the migra- - == = s

: : . > e
tory birds were starting to arrive. As we watched D —

walrus in the morning, some counting trash pieces
for the study of Arctic beach plastic litter, Purple &,
Sandpipers skittered around our feet, displaying to

their mate.



As we cruised under the blue sky around Ymer-
bukta, we were able to catch a few great sightings
of King Eiders, also displaying to their mates. Even
on the way to Ymerbukta, the Blue whales that
we saw were...not displaying to their mates. Any-
way, it’s good to see the whales back again this
year after several blue whales spent the majority
of last summer in the area outside of Longyear-
byen.

Soon the snow will melt, and the hills of Spitsbergen will turn green and the flowers will bloom. Sum-
mer comes quickly in the Arctic and lucky are those who get to experience it.




Day 12: Wednesday, 315t May 2017
Longyearbyen

GPS position at 0800: 78°14.0‘ N, 015°36.7‘E

When Ortelius arrived at the port of Longyearbyen it was hard to believe all those days had passed
since we had left Vlissingen — it seemed like yesterday, yet also a long time ago. We had sailed the
North Sea and the North Atlantic, we had been in what had felt almost like summer on Fair Isle and
in the ice far north. We had explored beautiful places in Scotland, set foot on Jan Mayen and travelled
under the midnight sun. Of all our lucky and truly amazing wildlife sightings, the most special ones
certainly had been the Polar Bear mother with her cubs, the Orcas and the elusive Ross’s Gull. Even
our last morning on board Ortelius proved to be expedition-like: it had us disembarking into the zo-
diacs, being shuttled to the small pier of Longyearbyen.

After our unforgettable trip to the North we were rich in memories and knowledge about the Arctic
and its wildlife. It was sad to say goodbye to the ship and crew and to the new friends we had made
during this trip. But we were also full of anticipation and looking forward to returning to the high
latitudes soon — the polar bug clearly had gotten hold of us. This trip will last us a lifetime — in our
memories, in our imaginations, and in our dreams. And for those who would stay on for the next
voyage, new adventures were just a few hours away ...

Thank you all for such a wonderful voyage, for your company,
good humour and enthusiasm. We hope to see you again in the future,
wherever that might be!



Total distance sailed on our voyage:

1.620 nautical miles (3.000 km)

Furthest North: 78°26.4’ N / 011°54.9’ E

On behalf of Oceanwide Expeditions, Captain Mika Appel,
Expedition Leader Jan Belgers, Hotel Manager Dejan Nikolic
and all the crew and staff, it has been a pleasure travelling with you.
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World's Leading Polar
Expedition Operator



1 - Aberdeen
2 - Fair Isle

3 - Batvika, Jan Mayen

4 - Kvalrossbukta, Jan Mayen
5 - Pack ice

6 - Poolepynten, Spitsbergen
7 - Ymerbukta, Spitsbergen

8 - Longyearbyen, Spitsbhergen
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English Name

Latin

Dutch

Northern Fulmar

Fulmarus glacialis

Noordse stormvogel

Gannet Sula bassana Jan van Gent

Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis Kuifaalscholver
Tufted duck Aythya fuligula Kuifeend
Common eider Somateria mollisima Eider

Ruff Philomachus pugnax Kemphaan
Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus Scholekster
Redshank Tringa totanus Tureluur

Dunlin Calidris alpina Bonte Strandloper
Golden plover Pluvialis apricaria Goudplevier

Ringed plover

Charadrius hiaticula

Bontbekplevier

Purple sandpiper

Calidris maritima

Paarse Strandloper

Common snipe Gallinago gallinago Watersnip
Great skua (Bonxie) Stercorarius skua Grote Jager
Parasitic (Arctic) skua Stercorarius parasiticus Kleine Jager

Greater black backed gull

Larus marinus

Grote Mantelmeeuw

Herring gull

Larus argentatus

Zilvermeeuw

Common gull Larus canus Stormmeeuw
Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla Drieteenmeeuw
Arctic tern Sternapardisea Noordse Stern
Common guillemot Uria aalge Gewone Zeekoet
Black guillemot Cepphus grylle Zwarte Zeekoet
Razorbill Alca torda Alk

Puffin Fratercula arctica Papegaaiduiker
Swift Apus apus Gierzwaluw
Rock dove Columba livia Rotsduif

Skylark Alauda arvensis Veldleeuwerik

Barn Swallow

Hirundo rustica

Boerenzwaluw

House martin

Delichon urbica

Huiszwaluw

White Wagtail Motacilla alba Witte Kwikstaart
Yellow wagtail Motacilla flava Gele Kwikstaart
Pied wagtail Motacilla alba Rouwkwikstaart
Rock pipit Anthus petrosus Oeverpieper
Tree pipit Anthus trivialis Boompieper
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis Graspieper
Wren Troglodytes troglodytes Winterkoning

N Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe Tapuit

Blackbird Turdus merula Merel

Common redstart Cercomela melanura Gekraagde Roodstaart
Robin Erithacus rubecula Roodborst
Willow warbler Phylloscopus trochilus Fitis

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita Tjiftjaf

Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis Grasmus
Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla Zwartkop

Red backed shrike Lanius collurio Grauwe Klauwier
Starling Sturnus vulgaris Spreeuw

Magpie Pica pica Ekster

Twite Carduelis flavirostris Frater

House sparrow Passer domesticus Huismus
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English Name

Latin

Dutch

20-mel

21-mei

22-mei

23-mei

24-mei

25-mei

26-mei

27-mei

Great Northern Diver

Gavia immer

ljisduiker

Red-throated diver

Gavia stellata

Roodkeelduiker

Northern Fulmar

Fulmarus glacialis

Noordse stormvogel

Manx shearwater Puffinus puffinus Noordse Pijlstormvogel
Northern Gannet Sula bassana Jan-van-gent
Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis Kuifaalscholver
Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia Lepelaar
Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus Wilde zwaan
Bean Goose Anser fabalis Taigarietgans
Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus Kleine rietgans
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis Brandgans
White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons Kolgans
Greylag Goose Anser anser Grauwe gans
Brent Goose Branta bernicla Rotgans

Snow Goose Chen caerulescens Sneeuwgans
Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope Smient
Eurasian Teal Anas crecca Wintertaling
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos Wilde eend
Northern Pintail Anas acuta Pijlstaart
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula Kuifeend
Common Eider Somateria mollissima Eidereend
King Eider Somateria spectabilis Koningseider

Steller's Eider

Polysticta stelleri

Stellerseider

Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis lIseend

Black Scooter Melanitta nigra Zwarte zee-eend
Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula Brilduiker
Gyrfalcon Falco rusticolus Giervalk

Rock Ptarmigan

Lagopus mutus hyperboreus

Spitshergen Sneeuwhoen

Eurasian Oystercatcher

Haematopus ostralegus

Scholekster

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula Bontbekplevier
European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria Goudplevier
Sanderling Calidris alba Drieteenstrandloper
Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos Gestreepte strandloper
Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima Paarse strandloper
Red Knot Calidris canutus Kanoetstrandloper




Dunlin Calidris alpina Bonte strandloper X
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus Regenwulp X X
Common Redshank Tringa totanus Tureluur X
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres Steenloper X
Common snipe Gallinago gallinago Watersnip X
Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius Rosse franjepoot

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus Grauwe franjepoot

Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus Middelste jager

Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus Kleine jager X
Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus Kleinste jager

Great Skua Stercorarius skua Grote jager X X
Sabine’s Gull Xema sabini Vorkstaartmeeuw

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus Kokmeeuw

Common/Mew Gull Larus canus Stormmeeuw X
Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus Grote Burgemeester

Iceland gull Larus glaucoides Kleine burgemeester

Herring Gull Larus argentatus Zilvermeeuw X X X
Lesser black-backed Gull  [Larus fuscus Kleine mantelmeeuw X X
Great black-backed Gull Larus marinus Grote mantelmeeuw X X
Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla Drieteenmeeuw X X
Ross’ Gull Rhodostethia rosea Rossmeeuw

Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea Ivoormeeuw

Common tern Sterna Visdief

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea Noordse stern X
Sandwich tern Sterna sandvicensis Grote Stern

Little tern Sterna albifrons Dwergstern

Common Guillemot Uria aalge Zeekoet X X X
Brunnich’s Guillemot Uria lomvia Kortbekzeekoet

Razorbill Alca tadorna Alk X X

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle Zwarte zeekoet X
Little Auk Alle alle Kleine alk

Puffin Fratercula arctica Papegaaiduiker X X
Collared dove Streptopelia decaocto Turkse Tortel X X
Rock dove Columbia livia Rotsduif X X
Swift Apus apus Gierzwaluw X
Skylark Alauda arvensis Veldleeuwerik X X
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica Boerenzwaluw X X X
Sand martin Riparia riparia Oeverzwaluw X

House martin Delichon urbica Huiszwaluw X X




White Wagtail Motacilla alba Witte Kwikstaart X
Rock pipit Anthus petrosus Oeverpieper X
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis Graspieper X
Pied wagtalil Motacilla alba Rouwkwikstaart X
Stonechat Saxicola torquata Roodborsttapuit X
\Wren Troglodytes troglodytes Winterkoning X
Dunnock Prunella modularis Heggemus X
\Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe Tapuit X
Blackbird Turdus merula Merel X
Common redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus Gekraagde Roodstaart X
Robin Erithacus rubecula Roodborst X
Reed warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus Kleine Karekiet

Willow warbler Phylloscopus trochilus Fitis X
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita Tjiftjaf X
Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis Grasmus X
Starling Sturnus vulgaris Spreeuw X
Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis Sheeuwgors

Redpoll Carduelis flammea Barmsijs

Lapland longspur Calcarius lapponicus lisgors

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris Kramsvogel

Redwing Turdus iliacus Koperwiek

Magpie Pica pica Ekster X
Raven Corvus corax Raaf

Twite Carduelis flavirostris Frater X
Linnet Carduelis cannabina Kneu

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Geelgors

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla Keep

MAMMALS

English Latin Dutch

Walrus Odobenus rosmarus Walrus

Bearded seal Erignathus barbatus Baardrob

Ringed seal Phoca hispida Ringelrob

Harp seal Pagophilus groenlandicus Zadelrob

Hooded seal Cystophora cristata Klapmuts




Common /Harbour seal

Phoca vitulina

Gewone zeehond

Grey seal Halichoerus grypus Grijze Zeehond
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Dwergvinvis

Sei Whale Balaenoptera borealis Noordse vinvis
Blue Whale Balaenopentera musculus Blauwe vinvis

Fin Whale Balaenoptera physalus Gewone vinvis
Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae Bultrug

Bowhead whale Balaena mysticetus Groenlandse walvis
Sperm Whale Physeter macrocephalus Potvis

Narwhal Monodon monoceros Narwal

Long finned pilot whale Globicephala melas Griend

Northern Bottlenose Whale |Hyperoodon ampullatus Butskop

Orca (Killer Whale) Orcinus orca Orka
White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorhynchus albirostris Witsnuitdolfijn
Bottle nosed dolphin Tursiops trunctatus Butskop

Beluga Dephinapterus leucas Beloega

Polar Bear Ursus maritimus ljsheer

Arctic Fox Alopex lagopus Poolvos
Spitshergen Reindeer Rangifer tarandus platyrhynchus  [Rendier

Sibling vole Microtus rossiaemeridionalis Oostelijke veldmuis

Short tailed Vole

Microtus agrestis

Aardmuis



http://waarnemingen.be/soort/view/372#

28-mei| 29-mei| 30-mei













PHOTOGRAPHY
CONTEST 2017

Your chance to win a € 1000 gift
voucher for your next polar adventure.

EVERYONE KNOWS A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS,
BUT DID YOU KNOW THAT YOUR PHOTOS MIGHT NOW ALSO BE
WORTH A € 1000 GIFT VOUCHER?

Share your experience!

Did you catch a rare seabird on the fly? Do you have a panorama of the
Northern Lights filling the sky? Did you get up close and personal with a
penguin? Did you capture a look of awe or wonder on a fellow passenger's
face?

If you've been a passenger on any one of our past voyages we want to see
your pictures.

You're free to send in as many pictures as you wish. The best pictures are
the ones that capture what it's like to take one of our special expeditions to
the remote and beautiful ends of the Earth.

PRIZES
@ €1000

GIFT VOUCHER

for Oceanwide Expeditions

€ 500 gift voucher

for Oceanwide Expeditions

€ 250 gift voucher

for Oceanwide Expeditions

UPLOAD YOUR PHOTO AT

WWW.OCEANWIDE-EXPEDITIONS.COM/GALLERY

The size of your photo should be between 2MB and 8MB. Our lucky winners will be contacted by e-mail and

Facebook by January 15, 2018.

Read the terms and conditions of the contest on www.oceanwide-expeditions.com/page/contest-terms

N

OCEANWIDE

EXPEDITIONS

WWW.OCEANWIDE-EXPEDITIONS.COM
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TRAVEL WRITING
COMPETITION 2017

Your chance to wina $ 1000
gift voucher for your next polar

adventure.

FANCY YOURSELF AS A TRAVEL WRITER? ENTER OUR ANNUAL P R I Z ES

TRAVEL WRITING COMPETITION AND YOU JUST MIGHT WIN

YOURSELF A $ 1000 GIFT VOUCHER FOR YOUR NEXT POLAR 1 U 0 U

ADVENTURE. GIFT VOUCHER

Write about your experience! 3. Create a hyperlink or two inside (0 OB BRTRhTeE

What was it like to camp out under of your post that links back to -

the Antarctic sky? Was it scary the particular trip you took as 2nd $ 500 g'ft vouc_her

when you encountered a polar bear? found on our website. The link for Oceanwide Expeditions

Was this your first cruise and were could connect to the ship's page,

you nervous about crossing open the trip itinerary, the particular gre $ 250 g|ft voucher

waters? destination’s page, or perhaps for Oceanwide Expeditions
a page related to one of the

After all, how your expedition made activities you enjoyed.

you feel is what you're going to carry
with you for the rest of your life. If you 4. Add 3 to 5 pictures (they should

share your experience you just might be 2 MB minimum in size, in
win yourself a $ 1000 gift voucher for landscape format and attached
your next polar adventure. separately when you decide to

send your entry to us).
Here's what you need to do:
1. Write a post (600 — 1200 words) 5. Post it online and send us
in Dutch, English, or German about the URL where your story is
what excited you the most on your published. OR send your post

7
Oceanwide Expeditions cruise. to us at marketing@oceanwide- ENTRIES CLOSE
The topic is entirely up to you. expeditions.com. Either way, make DECEMBER 31

sure you include your full name ' ‘
2. Make sure you add tiles and and e-mail address. Our lucky winners will be contacted by
subtitles to the story. e-mail and Facebook by January 15,2018

6. Spread the word!

Read the full terms and conditions on oceanwide-expeditions.com/page/contest-terms

N

OCEANWIDE

EXPEDITIONS WWW.OCEANWIDE-EXPEDITIONS.COM




Jan Belgers — Expedition Leader

Jan Belgers, from the
Netherlands, has been guiding
Polar voyages for many years
now. His first experience with
the Polar Regions was in 1990
when he joined a scientific
expedition from Iceland to
Kapp Farvell in Greenland for
the World Ocean Circulation
Experiment (WOCE). In 1992 he
joined another scientific
expedition, the Winter Weddell
Gyre Study (WWGS) into the
remote Weddell Sea, and wintered there. During these
expeditions Jan got bitten by the Polar Bug and he therefore
has been coming back frequently. Jan's professional
background is in marine ecology, to be precise macro-benthic
ecology, but he quitted science years ago and now works full-
time as a professional guide and expedition leader in the high
northern and southern latitudes. Besides guiding on Ortelius,
Jan is regularly guiding on sailing vessels such as Noorderlicht.




Arjen Drost - Guide & lecturer

When Arjen arrived in Spitsbergen for the first time in 1999 as a biology student, he fell in
love with the Arctic. After three summers of research on Barnacle Geese in Ny Alesund,
Spitsbergen he started guiding in small expedition cruise ships for Oceanwide Expeditions.
Here he loves to share his passion for the Polar Regions with others.

Arjen was born in the Netherlands and soon started watching birds. Many hours were spent
finding and watching birds in the local neighbourhood and enjoying nature. His choice to
start studying biology came to no surprise for anybody. During this study he specialized in
ecology, especially the interaction between herbivores and plants.

For ten years Arjen has combined guiding in the Arctic with a full time teacher job at a
secondary school in the Netherlands, where he taught biology. Now he gave up his
teaching job to become a fulltime expedition guide.

In his spare time Arjen is a keen nature and wildlife photographer, giving photo workshops
and lectures and is co-author of several Dutch books on nature photography.

Arjen speaks English, Dutch and German.



Biography — Bob Brown

Bob Brown was brought up in Sussex, as a child getting soaked exploring for marine
beasts and birds. University in Belfast and a PhD on mollusc ecology and oystercatcher
feeding, led to research in Sweden, before moving to Jamaica to develop oyster farming
based on mangrove systems, as well as lecturing, rearing hawksbill turtles and
discovering the diverse butterfly life.

Back in Northern Ireland, for about ten years he managed the National Trust’s Strangford
Lough Wildlife for its birds and marine wildlife, writing a widely acclaimed book on
them. In 1991 he became Director of RSPB’s operations in N Ireland, working on the
Province's most important birds and their habitats. In 2004 he because Chair of the
Northern Ireland Biodiversity Group; and for nine years contributed to the work of
Northern Ireland’s Council for Nature Conservation and the Countryside. For many
years he has been a member of the UK’s Joint Nature Conservation Committee, chairing
their Marine Protected Areas working group.

He also travels widely, notably in the Arctic, Antarctic, and Patagonia as well as other
parts of South America, where he leads natural history tours. His main interests are the
rich bird life (particularly seabirds), whales and other sea mammals, and the wealth
different habitats to be found. In 2004 he was awarded an OBE for services to nature
conservation.



Alex Chavanne
Born: Oakland California
Home: Lofoten Islands, Norway

With an academic background in the natural sciences, and nearly a decade of
experiencing leading groups through wilderness settings, Alex feels at home
outdoors. His work as guide, expedition leader and logistics manager, and his
passion for the outdoors has taken him around the world.

He has begun living the endless summer, travelling and working from pole to pole.
Alex has been a kayak guide in Chilean Patagonia, spent the night on bear watch for
scientists in NE Greenland, and through it all has found a fascination in lichen.
While also interested in other cryptogams, the ubiquity and color of lichen has fed
his addiction for travel and photography. When not nestled in the miniature forests
of lichen, he can be found skiing, hiking and paddling at home in the north of
Norway.



Sandra Petrowitz — Guide & lecturer

From early on, Sandra has been a dedicated naturalist, traveler and
photographer. Fueled by curiosity and a deep passion for being out and about,
her extensive journeys have led her (and her camera) across the globe. When
visiting the polar regions for the first time she immediately fell for the high
latitudes’ nature and light. So besides stories and photos, she brought home
the polar bug. She has been returning frequently to the Arctic and Antarctica
ever since.

Holding a degree in journalism, Sandra has a background in working as an
editor, free-lance journalist and writer for more than 15 years. An avid nature,
wildlife and travel photographer, she has a wide interest in all kinds of nature
and wildlife observations. Sandra leads specialized photo trips to the polar
regions but also to places like Botswana and Jordan, and has published two
books on travel photography. A third is in the making.



lain Rudkin

A love for travel alongside a passion
for mountains, wild places and pho-
tography has allowed lain to fulfil
many a childhood dream. Equally at
home in his native Scottish moun-
tains as in the polar regions, lain

- has been fortunate enough to be
able to combine his enthusiasm for
the wilderness with a real life job - a
privilege not lost on him!

This ‘work’ has led him to over winter three times in Antarctica, ex-
plore and climb unclimbed peaks as well as getting covered head to
toe in penguin guano...it's not all glamorous!

lain has a broad general knowledge of many subjects from polar
history and travel through to wildlife and photography so feel free to
grab him on board with your questions!



Bill Maclean Smith

Bald, blue-eyed, patriotic but not fanatical, tartan-clad, hairy-chested, yellow
wellie and kilt wearing, energised, fun loving Scotsman.

50 years teaching / 36 years Head of Art and Design Ellon Academy,
Artist / Designer / lllustrator / Cartoonist
50 years experience in Adventure Education

Royal Yachting Association Advanced Powerboat Instructor

Royal Yachting Association Senior Sailing Instructor

Royal Yachting Association Windsurfing Instructor

British Association of Ski Patrollers First Aid Trainer UK and the Alps.
British Canoe Union Open Canoe Instructor

British Caving Association Cave Leader.

Depute Leader Glenshee Ski Patrol Team — Skis everyday during the winter
Member of the Federation Internationale de Patrolles De Ski Avalanche
Committee

President of Lochinver Highland Games Committee
Crofter — Assynt, North West Highlands

Safety Expert

Oceanwide Expeditions Guide Arctic / Antarctic

Adventure Sports —Windsurfing / Sailing / Powerboating / Skiing / Canoeing
Loves excitement - art and design, mountains and the sea

Lectures
A Taste of Scotland — History of Whaling Arctic — History of Whaling Antarctic
Paintings of the sea






Aad Wever from The Netherlands.

With parents born in the small “Zuiderzee” villages in West-Friesland, the Netherlands it was only natural
that an interest in the Dutch whaling history arose with Aad at an early age. In those days it was still
politically correct to deal with whaling in the Dutch curriculum...

The first visit to the Arctic was a 10-day visit to the Norwegian island of Jan Mayen. The bleak volcanic
island, the snow storms covering the black lava made a
lasting impression, as did the journey back to Bodg in Norway
aboard M/V Lance in gale force 12.

Svalbard followed quickly. Its history, nature, wildlife but
above all the splendid light of the Arctic have produced a
great fan of this very special part of the world. This year is
Aad’s 12" season at Svalbard. Aad recently retired from
teaching at Saxion University of Applied Science in Enschede,
The Netherlands.

During this expedition cruise we hope to turn you into fans of
the Arctic!
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