
  

   

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Fair Isle, Jan Mayen, Spitsbergen  
North Atlantic Odyssey – Whale Safari 

 

on board 

m/v Ortelius 

May 18 – May 29, 2018 
 

 
M/V Ortelius was named after the Dutch cartographer Abraham Ortelius (1527-1598) who published the first 

modern world atlas, the Theatrum Orbis Terrarum (Theatre of the World) in 1570. MV Ortelius was built in 

1989 in Gdynia, Poland, as a research vessel for the Russian Academy of Science and was named Marina 

Svetaeva. In 2011 she was purchased by Oceanwide Expeditions. The vessel was re-flagged and renamed 

Ortelius. Now the ship is sailing as a 125-passenger vessel. Ortelius is 91 m long, 17,6 m wide and has a 

maximum draft of 5,80 m, with an Ice Strength rating of UL1/1A, top speed of 12 knots and one diesel engine 

generating 3200 kW. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Captain Mika Appel 
and his international crew of 51 

 

including 

 

First Officer: Toni Salo [Finland] 

Second Officer: Matei Mocanu [Romania] 

Third Officer:  Igor Nazarov [Russia] 

Third Officer:  Andy Mangilit [Philippines] 

Chief Engineer: Aleksandr Bondarev [Lithuania] 

Hotel Manager: Sebastian Duma [Romania] 

Assist. Hotel Manager: Lilian van Meurs [Poland] 

Head Chef: Heinz Hacker [Austria] 

Sous Chef: Mario Hribernik [Austria] 

Ship’s Physician: Veronique Verhoeven [Belgium] 

  

and  

Expedition Leader: Jan Belgers [Netherlands] 

Assist. Expedition Leader: Christophe Gouraud [France] 

Expedition Guide: Mick Brown [Ireland/Wales] 

Expedition Guide: Szymon Niezabitowski [Poland] 

Expedition Guide: Benjamin Koster [Germany] 

Expedition Guide: 

Expedition Guide: 

Expedition Guide: 

Bill Smith 

Sandra Petrowitz 

Aad Wever 

[Scotland] 

[Germany] 

[Netherlands] 

   

 

welcome you on board! 



Day 1 – May 18, 2018 
Embarkation, Vlissingen  

GPS position at 1600: 51°27.7‘N, 003°41.8‘E 
Air Temp: 12°C Weather: cloudy Wind: N 4 Sea state: 2  

 
Northward ho! Having been picked up at the station in Vlissingen 

we reached the harbour after a bus trip through the Dutch 

countryside. We found our ship Ortelius alongside the pier with 

the other Oceanwide ship Plancius nearby in the dry dock. From 

around 4pm, boarding Ortelius started, and we were soon 

checked in by our Hotel Manager and his assistant, Sebastian and 

Lilian. Our luggage had already found its way into our cabins, so 

we had some free time to get unpacked and settle in. Shortly 

afterwards we gathered in the Lecture Room to be welcomed by 

the Hotel Manager but also to attend the mandatory safety 

briefing followed by a safety drill. Wearing our big orange 

lifejackets we mustered in the Bar and proceeded to the top deck 

for a look into the lifeboats. Our journey and, for that matter, 

Ortelius’ Arctic season began with the mandatory calibration of 

the ship’s magnetic compass. Soon after having done the 

necessary circles we were under way towards out first 

destination, Aberdeen, heading out of the harbour, passing the beaches of Vlissingen and sailing out into the 

North Sea. The birdwatchers had taken position at the bow and were collecting the first observations.  



Day 2 – May 19, 2018 
At Sea towards Aberdeen 

GPS position at 0800: 53°04.1’N, 002°40.7’E 
Air Temp: 10°C Sea Temp: 13°C Weather: cloudy Wind: NNE 3 Sea state: 2  

 

Our overnight passage was very quiet and calm and everybody rested well following a very busy day. The 

birders were out on deck early and a few seabird species were seen. At 09.00 the boots were distributed and 

at 10.00 Bill gave his lecture; an introduction to Scotland. 

It was cloudy but by lunchtime the sun appeared and by afternoon it was quite warm. This is not always the 

situation here in the North Sea! There was a light breeze but that too disappeared and it was possible to be 

out on deck in comfort. We had our mandatory safety and wildlife guidelines presentation at 16.00. More 

seabirds were seen throughout the day and evening and one Minke whale was also sighted.  

Before dinner Captain Mika welcomed us on board with a toast – at the same time saying goodbye to the 

passengers who would leave in Aberdeen – and our Expedition Leader Jan briefed us on our proposed 

activities in and around Aberdeen on Sunday.  

  

 
 



Day 3 – May 20, 2018 
Aberdeen 

GPS position at 1600: 57°09.8’N, 001°59.1’W 
Air Temp: 13°C Sea Temp: 7°C Weather: partly cloudy Wind: S 4 Sea state: 3 

 

Ortelius approached Aberdeen early morning in 

reasonable weather to find that the ship had 

been requested to stand-off by the harbour 

port control until after 12.30, due to 

exceptionally low tide at the harbour mouth. 

Fortunately, some of the Cromarty Firth 

resident population of bottle-nose dolphins are 

regulars in this area and appeared to cavort 

around the ship much to our delight. 

Once the ship docked, we quickly went through 

passport control on the quayside then boarded 

the two coaches for a quick architectural tour 

guided by Bill, of Aberdeen before heading 

north to the RSPB bird reserve at the Ythan 

Estuary. There, we disembarked and were free 

to wander over the massive sand dunes at the 

river mouth to view and photograph the huge 

population of eider ducks, assorted terns etc.  

For many however, the undoubted highlight 

was the unusual sight of thousands of common 

and grey seals resting on the beach on the 

north side of the river and of the hundreds of 

bobbing heads of seals as they drifted 

upstream on the incoming tide.  

The coaches returned to Aberdeen harbour via 

the beach esplanade and stopped at the 

harbour mouth to enable passengers to 

explore the narrow streets and quaintly 

decorated houses of the old fishing village of 

‘Fittie' [aka ‘Foot Dee’].   

Whilst the time had unfortunately been short, 

everyone found the excursion totally 

rewarding. 

As Ortelius left the harbour for the open sea overnight voyage to Fair Isle, dolphins put on a final performance 

to delight the photographers.  

 



Day 4 – May 21, 2018 
Fair Isle & Mousa 

GPS position at 0800: 59°28.1’N, 001°31.9’W 
Air Temp: 12°C Sea Temp: 8°C Weather: overcast, fog Wind: S 4 Sea state: 2  

 

Most of the bird and sea-life loving passengers were already out early on this misty and foggy morning as 

we were coming closer towards Fair Isle. At 9 o’clock we arrived at the preferred sheltered north-eastern 

location for a landing with the zodiacs. Unfortunately, it turned out that the sea current, wind and tide were 

too delicate a combination and a landing – and especially the way back to the ship in the late afternoon 

when the wind was expected to increase and turn towards the north – would be too risky. Therefore, Captain 

Mika and Expedition Leader Jan decided to bring into play Plan B: Mousa (‘Mossy island’ in Old Norse) it 

would be, an island of the Shetlands which is an extraordinary place and a RSPB Nature Reserve, too. 

After a very interesting lecture by Christophe on seabirds (especially those of the Arctic and Antarctic) and a 

short talk by Bill in regards to our stay on Mousa, Ortelius anchored in front of the uninhabited island and 

the Expedition Team and Crew started the zodiac operations. We were shuttled to the shore where a path 

allowed us to walk around on the small island. 

Beside the wildlife – seals, a great variety of birds 

and a small amount of sheep – Mousa comprises 

the archaeological site of Mousa Broch, the best-

preserved Iron Age tower existing, constructed of 

Old Red Devonian sandstone which is well 

outcropped on all rocky beaches around Mousa. 

The eye-catching stone walls and the eleven old 

dwellings (inhabited 1794–1853) of which we 

could see the remains are also made of the local 

stones. 

In the afternoon, swell and current had increased considerably so the Ortelius gangway was a bit of a 

challenge but the experienced zodiac drivers managed to get everyone safely back on board.  

In the recap Jan briefed us on tomorrow, and Bill talked about the different ways to experience our unique 

journey – while we were already sailing towards Jan Mayen, which is around 1.300 km away from Mousa. 



Day 5 – May 22, 2018 
At Sea towards Jan Mayen 

GPS position at 0800: 62°05.9’N, 001°31.9’W 
Air Temp: 12°C Sea Temp: 8°C Weather: partly cloudy Wind: N 3 Sea state: 2 
 
Our first day at sea towards Jan 

Mayen after we had left Mousa, the 

little isle in the Shetlands, started 

with perfectly clear skies and a warm 

spring sun. What was even more 

fascinating was that we were able to 

spot a pod of Orcas of which some 

came quite close to the ship – an 

amazing sighting early in the 

morning!  

At 10.00 Christophe gave part two of 

his lecture about seabirds. After 

lunch we were able to see a small 

group of Northern Bottlenose 

whales. They can reach up to 10 

meters in length and weigh up to 7.5 

tons. In the afternoon our Expedition 

Leader Jan gave a very detailed 

lecture about Orcas. Almost at the 

end, there was an announcement 

that more whales had been spotted. 

Within a few seconds all of us were 

outside trying to locate that huge 

group of Long-finned pilot whales. 

Those whales got their name from 

the belief that there was a ‘pilot’ or 

leading individual in their groups.  

Around 16.30, Mick presented his 

lecture ‘The Private Life of the 

Gannet’ where we learned a lot 

about those amazing and 

underrated birds. In their recaps 

Mick and Sandra gave us more 

information about the whales that 

had been spotted today, and about 

Abraham Ortelius, the man our ship 

was named after. 

 



Day 6 – May 23, 2018 
At Sea towards Jan Mayen 

GPS position at 0800: 66°13.9’N, 004°35.1’W 
Air Temp: 8°C Sea Temp: 3°C Weather: cloudy Wind: SSW 7 Sea state: 3 

 
Shortly after breakfast we crossed the 

magic line of 66  ̊33ˊN defining the Arctic 

Circle. We were now in the land of the 

midnight sun – there will be no darkness 

for a few months until the end of August. 

To celebrate the event we were treated 

with a ‘special’ hot chocolate on the 

foredeck, and the Bridge crew even 

sounded the ship’s horn! 

Aad opened up the presentations session 

with an introduction on Jan Mayen. The 

sea was still calm so we were making good 

progress. After lunch Sandra gave us great 

tips to increase our photography skills. 

After a short coffee break we all gathered 

again in the Lecture Room to listen our 

geologist Benjamin who revealed all the 

secrets of the snow and ice covered 

volcano Beerenberg on Jan Mayen. 

The recap was lively as usual and not only 

because of Raquel’s delicious cocktails. 

The Expedition Team covered various 

topics and after dinner it was time for our 

daily documentary in the Lecture Room. 

In the later part of the evening many of us 

were on watch for whales until late which 

was a rather successful adventure as 

some Northern Bottlenose whales were 

spotted at a distance. It was then time to 

get to our bunks for a good rest. 

 

  



Day 7 – May 24, 2018 
Jan Mayen 

GPS position at 0800: 70°31.5’N, 008°59.9’W 
Air Temp: 11°C Sea Temp: 2°C Weather: cloudy Wind: N 2 Sea state: 2 

 
The waves were high in the night but the wind 

speed reduced in the morning and our approach to 

Jan Mayen was tranquil. Cloud and fog reduced 

visibility but thousands of birds passed our ship 

going to and from their home on the island. They 

have no need of GPS receivers to navigate! 

We rounded the southern tip of land and the 

visibility improved rapidly. The spectacular 

landscape of this very remote Norwegian outpost 

revealed itself. Red, grey, green, black and brown cliffs with snowfields appeared and as we proceeded 

northwards the fabled Beerenberg volcanic cone rose above the mist.  

Ortelius was positioned in Kvalrossbukta. The scout boat went to assess the conditions on shore where large 

waves were ‘dumping’ on the beaches. The Base Commander was on shore and the scout zodiac made a 

landing. It was decided to call off the operation and as the zodiac attempted to leave a large wave hit it 

broadside. The seven staff on shore worked hard to hold on to the boat in the heavy surf. While we waited 

for conditions to improve a relaxed atmosphere descended on Ortelius where it was warm and sunny. Mick 

gave his presentation ‘The Private Life of the Puffin’, the birders took up positions and recorded many new 

species, and everybody enjoyed great views of Beerenberg. Finally the seven staff members were returned 

to the ship by the skilful crew drivers who worked hard in the now even higher wind and waves.  

We then set course for the Polar pack ice. More seabirds along with several Bottlenose whales were seen – 

a good ending to a challenging day for our Captain, crew and staff.   



Day 8 – May 25, 2018 
At Sea, sailing towards the pack ice 

GPS position at 0800: 73°22.1’N, 007°56.6’W 
Air Temp: 1°C Sea Temp: -1°C Weather: fog, rain Wind: NNE 5 Sea state: 2 

 

The day dawned and we awoke to the sound of water crashing against the hull as Ortelius voyaged 

northwards. The wind was reasonably strong early in the morning (NNE force 6) but gradually moderated to 

a steady NNE force 5. It rained and visibility was poor as a fog closed in, only the hardy birdwatchers were 

out on deck. Other more sensible types read, relaxed and swapped stories. 

Bill delivered an interesting lecture – ‘Whaling and Sealing in the Arctic’, really a tale illustrated with 

photographs of the environment, early photographs of whaling and dramatic stories and horrific statistics  

of the death and destruction of animals, people, vessels and business as people tried to exploit the resources 

of these Arctic waters. 

In the afternoon, 

there was another 

excellent full-length 

lecture, this time by 

a fellow passenger of 

ours, Herman Sips: 

‘The Ice Whale’ is an 

account of a project 

to gain more 

information on the 

Right whale / 

Bowhead / 

Greenland Whale. 

This whale is noted 

for producing the 

most complex 

sounds in the animal 

kingdom but little is 

known of its 

breeding habits. The project was to design and build a special craft to drift in the ice off Greenland carrying 

research scientists to gather information about the whale and the drift-ice ecosystem.  

In the evening it snowed and the wind dropped to a Force 3 – there was the feeling of going north as the 

light in the evening extended. Sightings were restricted, no mammals and no unusual birds, just Northern 

fulmars, Greater Black-backed gulls, a few Brunnich’s guillemots, Black guillemots and Little auks. Tomorrow 

the pack ice! 

  



Day 9 – May 26, 2018 
In the pack ice 

GPS position at 0800: 77°15.5’N, 008°47.8’W 
Air Temp: -1°C Sea Temp: 0°C Weather: clear Wind: NW 5 Sea state: 3 

 
This morning did not look much – except for the ice. In thick fog and underneath a cloudy sky we entered 

the vast expanse of white plates in front of us. However, just after lunch we had an almost clear sky above, 

the endless sea in every direction covered by ice. The temperature on the outside deck reached -0.5°C which 

felt almost like a cruise in the Mediterranean plus pack ice.  

We slowly cruised the ice westwards, pushing one ice 

floe after the other aside while trying to spot all kind 

of wildlife. Earlier on, there had been a huge dark 

sausage on the ice: a Bearded seal. Its small head and 

long whiskers are distinctive, and the seal kept 

staring at us intently while Ortelius was slowly 

moving in. From time to time we were able to see 

groups of Ivory gulls around our vessel. Those 

completely white, beautiful birds are very hard to 

spot on and in pack ice due to their plumage. A 



Ringed seal entertained us for quite a while 

swimming playfully next to the bow of the ship, 

surfacing, looking at us, diving again. 

When the daily recap started at 18.30, Bill, Aad 

and Christophe had prepared presentations 

about various topics but the recap was canceled 

just a few minutes later – one of our Dutch 

birders had spotted a Polar bear! Within 

seconds the bar was empty, everybody rushed 

to the outside decks (or to their cabins to get a 

camera) while the Captain turned Ortelius in the 

direction of the bear. Here we were, in the pack 

ice which is quite a sight in itself, about to 

encounter the most dangerous predator on 

earth. The bear wandered slowly across the ice, 

then decided to have a look at Ortelius before 

continuing on its journey. It seemed to be a 

young animal, and with those it is always hard to 

tell whether it’s a male or a female; all visible 

features indicated a female (but we still cannot 

be certain). A bear! The whole ship was buzzing 

with excitement.  

After this great sighting, it was finally time to 

take a rest when the hotel department invited 

us for a delicious Arctic BBQ. Tables and benches 

had been set up on the heli deck, and surrounded by a myriad of ice floes we thoroughly enjoyed the 

delicious food and the even more delicious mulled wine. Here’s to the bear! 



  



Day 10 – May 27, 2018 
At Sea, sailing towards Spitsbergen 

GPS position at 0800: 77°38.3’N, 000°24.8’W 
Air Temp: 3°C Sea Temp: 0°C Weather: overcast Wind: SSW 8 Sea state: 5 

 

This morning we awoke in the middle of the sea between East Greenland’s ‘West Ice’ and the archipelago of 

Svalbard. Skies were overcast with a bit of rain so it was perfect timing to join Bill for his lecture ‘Paintings 

of the Sea – The Meanings of the Sea in Paintings’. In this great talk, our favourite Scotsman explained 

paintings from the 11th century to the present day. 

After lunch we all gathered in the Lecture Room where Jan provided us with important information regarding 

Polar bear safety ashore as we would soon be exploring the realm of the King of the North. This was followed 

by another very good talk about Svalbard by Aad. It was definitely time to learn more about the place we 

would be visiting tomorrow ! 

Later in the afternoon we got more information on Svalbard and its climate by Szymon. Our climate expert 

explained why the polar regions are extremely sensitive to global warming. In today’s recap, Bill told us all 

about the galley as well as the kitchen and restaurant team on board, Aad talked about scurvy during early 

explorations and Christophe introduced us to the magnificent Ivory gull. It was then time for another lovely 

dinner as Ortelius was making a good progress eastwards. Some of us preferred to have a good rest, others 

went up to the bar for a last drink! 

 

  



Day 11 – May 28, 2018  
Spitsbergen: Poolepynten & Ymerbukta 

GPS position at 0800: 78°25.0‘N, 012°02.3‘E  
Air Temp: 2°C Sea Temp: 1°C Weather: overcast Wind: S 4 Sea state: 2 

 

After we had entered Svalbard 

waters during the night, this 

morning saw us sailing 

northwards in Forlandsundet. In 

the mist, we could hardly make 

out the shoreline of Prins Karls 

Forland on our portside, and 

when we arrived at the sandy 

spit of Poolepynten, it seemed 

there was nobody home at this 

walrus haul-out.What a 

pleasant surprise when we 

came around the corner and 

saw a heap of brown sausages 

piled up against each other, 

only ever so often indicating by a movement that they were alive indeed! We split into two groups and went 

ashore to take in the sight (and the smell) of the charismatic ‘tooth-walkers’, and some of us could not quite 

get enough of that! Meanwhile, the drizzle had stopped, the sun had come out, and we marvelled at the 

sight of the Svalbard coastline with its snowy mountains and huge glaciers flowing down towards the sea. 

During lunch and in the afternoon Ortelius made her way into Isfjorden before turning towards Ymerbukta. 

There we boarded the zodiacs again to go for a scenic cruise along the fast ice in front of the glacier. Several 

seals were hauled out on the ice, and in a nearby shallow bay we found flocks of Eider ducks in which some 

of the elusive King eiders were hiding. The light on the landscape had an ethereal quality, and we thoroughly 

enjoyed our quiet moments in the zodiac. Way too soon it was time to return to the ship to swap with the 

other group … and to finally be in time for the farewell dinner! Afterwards we met in the bar with the Captain 

and the Expedition team for a toast to our special voyage. When we handed in our rubber boots and zodiac 

lifejackets, it felt like the journey was coming to an end indeed – the evening and sunset light was oh so 

soothing … 



Day 12 – May 29, 2018  
Longyearbyen 

GPS position at 0800: 78°13.8‘N, 015°36.2‘E  
 

What an adventure it had been that was now coming to an end – from Vlissingen or Aberdeen we had made 

it all the way to the High Arctic! In the wee hours of morning, Ortelius sailed towards Longyearbyen. After a 

last night in our cabin, which had come to feel like home, it was time to move on. We put our luggage in the 

corridors as asked, so the crew could take it off the ship for us. After one last wake-up call and one last 

breakfast on board, it was time to say goodbye. Goodbye to our ship and its crew and staff, and to our new 

friends. Arrangements were made to stay in touch and farewells were said. We could look back on an 

extraordinary trip, and all of us had many memories of wildlife and spectacular scenery during our days at 

sea, Zodiac-cruising activities and shore landings. Finally, we handed in the keys to our cabins, picked up our 

luggage from the pier and made our way into town or to the airport for our onward journeys. May we meet 

again somewhere, someday! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you all for joining us on this remarkable adventure, for your great 
company, good humour and enthusiasm. We hope to see you again in the 

future, wherever that might be! 
 

 
 

Total distance sailed: 2.184 Nautical Miles 
 
 

 

On behalf of 

Oceanwide Expeditions, 

Captain Mika Appel, 

Expedition Leader Jan Belgers, 

Hotel Manager Sebastian Duma 

and all the crew and staff, 

it has been a pleasure travelling with you. 
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Birds and Mammals of Scotland, Jan Mayen and Svalbard  May. 2018 

English Name Latin German French Dutch 19th. 20th. 21st. 22nd. 23rd. 24th. 25th. 26th. 27th. 28th 29th.
Great Northern Diver Gavia immer Eistaucher Plongeon imbrin Ijsduiker x
Red-throated diver Gavia stellata Sterntaucher Plongeon catmarin Roodkeel duiker x x
Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis Eissturmvogel Fulmar boréal Noordse stormvogel x x x x x x x x x x x
Northern Gannet Morus bassanus Basstölpel Fou de Bassan Jan-van-gent x x x
European Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis Krähenscharbe Cormoran huppé Kuifaalscholver x
Whopper Swan Cygnus cygnus Singschwan Cygne chanteur Wilde zwaan 
Bean Goose Anser fabalis Saatgans Oie des moissons taigarietgans
Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus Kurzschnabelgans Oie à bec court Kleine rietgans x
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis Weisswangengans Bernache nonnette Brandgans x x
White-fronted Goose Anser  albifrons Blässgans Oie rieuse Kolgans
Greylag Goose Anser anser Graugans Oie cendrée Grauwe gans x x x
Brent Goose Branta bernicla Ringelgans Bernache cravant Rotgans x
Snow Goose Chen caerulescens Schneegans Oie des neiges Sneeuwgans
Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus Streifengans Oie à tête barrée Streepkopgans x
Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna Brandgans Tadorne de Belon Bergeend x
Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope Pfeifente Canard siffleur Smient 
Eurasian Teal Anas crecca Krickente Sarcelle d'hiver Wintertaling
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos Stockente Canard colvert Wilde eend x
Northern Pintail Anas acuta Spießente Canard pilet Pijlstaarteend
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula Reiherente Fuligule morillon Kuifeend 
Common Eider Somateria mollissima Eiderente Eider à duvet Eider eend x x x x x
King Eider Somateria spectabilis Prachteiderente Eider à tête grise Konings eider x x
Steller's Eider Polysticta stelleri Scheckente Eider de Steller Stellers eider
Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis Eisente Harelde boréale IIseend x
Red-brested Merganser Mergus serrator Mittelsäger Harle huppé Middelste Zaagbek x
Black Scoter Melanitta nigra Trauerente Macreuse noire Zwarte zee-eend x
Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula Schellente Garrot à oeil d'or Schellente
Rock Ptarmigan Lagopus mutus  hyperboreus Alpenschneehuhn Lagopède alpin Sneeuw hoen
Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus Austernfischer Huîtrier Pie Scholekster x x
Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula Sandregenpfeifer Pluvier Grand-gravelot Bontbek plevier x x x
European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria Goldregenpfeifer Pluvier doré Goudplevier x
Sanderling Calidris alba Sanderling Bécasseau sanderling Drieteen strandloper x
Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos Graubruststrandläufer Bécasseau tacheté Gestreepte strandloper
Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima Meerstrandläufer Bécasseau violet Paarse strandloper x x x
Red Knot Calidris canutus Knutt Bécaseau maubèche Kanoetstrandloper x
Dunlin Calidris alpina Alpenstrandläufer Bécasseau variable Bonte strandloper x x
Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata Großer Brachvogel Courlis cendré Wulp x
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus Regenbrachvogel Courlis corlieu Regenwulp
Common Redshank Tringa totanus Rotschenkel Chevalier gambette De tureluur x
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres Steinwälzer Tournepierre à collier Steenloper x x
Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago Bekassine Bécassine des marais Watersnip x
Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius Thorshühnchen Phalarope à bec large Rosse franjepoot
Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus Odinshühnchen Phalarope à bec étroit Grauwe franjepoot
Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus Spatelraubmöwe Labbe pomarin Middelste jager x
Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus Schmarotzerraubmöwe Labbe parasite Kleine jager x x x x
Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus Falkenraubmöwe Labbe à longue queue Kleinste jager x x x x x x
Great Skua Stercorarius skua Skua Grand Labbe Grote jager x x x x
Sabine’s Gull Xema sabini Schwalbenmöwe Mouette de Sabine Vorkstaart meeuw
Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus Lachmöwe Mouette rieuse Kokmeeuw
Common/Mew Gull Larus canus Sturmmöwe Goéland cendré Stormmeeuw x x
Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus Eismöwe Goéland bourgmestre Grote Burgemeester x x x x
Iceland gull Larus glaucoides Polarmöwe Goéland arctique Kleine burgemeester x
Herring Gull Larus argentatus Silbermöwe Goéland argenté Zilvermeeuw x x
Lesser black-backed Gull Larus fuscus Heringsmöwe Goéland brun Kleine mantelmeeuw x x



Great black-backed Gull Larus marinus Mantelmöwe Goéland marin Grote mantelmeeuw x x x x
Blac-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla Dreizehenmöwe Mouette tridactyle Drieteenmeeuw x x x x
Ross’ Gull Rhodostethia rosea Rosenmöwe Mouette de Ross Rossmeeuw
Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea Elfenbeinmöwe Mouette ivoire Ivoor meeuw
Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea Küstenseeschwalbe Sterne arctique Noordse stern x x x x
Common Guillemot Uria aalge Trottellumme Guillemot marmette Zeekoet x x
Brunnich’s Guillemot Uria lomvia Dickschnabellumme Guillemot de Brünnich Dikbekzeekoet x x x x x
Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle Gryllteiste Guillemot à miroir Zwarte zeekoet x x x x x x
Little Auk Alle alle Krabbentaucher Mergule nain Kleine alk x x x x
Puffin Fratercula arctica Papageitaucher Macareux moine Papegaai duiker x x x
Gyrfalcon Falco rusticolus Gerfalke Faucon gerfaut Giervalk
Merlin Falco columbarius Merlin (Vogel) Faucon émerillon Smelleken x
Eurasian Lark Alauda arvensis Feldlerche Alouette des champs Veldleeuwerik x
Sand Martin Riparia riparia Uferschwalbe Hirondelle de rivage Oeverzwaluw x
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica Rauchschwalbe Hirondelle rustique Boerenzwaluw x x
Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris Star Etourneau sansonnet Spreeuw x
White Wagtail Motacilla alba Bachstelze Bergeronnette grise Witte Kwikstaart x
Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus Strandpieper Pipit maritime Oeverpieper x
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis Wiesenpieper Pipit farlouse Graspieper x x
Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe Steinschmätzer Traquet motteux Tapuit x x x
Blackbird Turdus merula Amsel Merle noir Soort 
Wren Troglodytes troglodytes Zaunkönig Troglodyte mignon Winterkoning x
Hooded Crow Corvus cornix Nebelkrähe Corneille mantelée Bonte kraai x
Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis Schneeammer Plectrophane des neiges Sneeuwgors x x
Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Goldammer-Citrinella Bruant jaune Geelgors x
Common Redpoll Carduelis flammea Birkenzeisig Sizerin flammé Barmsijs
Lapland Longspur Calcarius lapponicus Spornammer Plectrophane lapon Ijsgors
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris Wacholderdrossel Grive litorne Wacholderdrossel 
Redwing Turdus iliacus Rotdrossel Grive mauvis Koperwiek
Brambling Fringilla montifringilla Bergfink Pinson du Nord Keep
Twite Linaria flavirostris Berghänfling Linotte à bec jaune Frater x

MAMMALS

English Latin German French Dutch
Walrus Odobenus rosmarus Walross Morse Walrus x x
Bearded seal Erignathus barbatus Bartrobbe Phoque barbu Baardrob x x
Ringed seal Phoca hispida Ringelrobbe Phoque marbré Ringelrob x
Harp seal Pagophilus groenlandicus Sattelrobbe Phoque du Groenland Zadelrob
Hooded seal Cystophora cristata Klappmütze Phoque à capuchon Klapmuts x
Grey seal Halichoerus grypus Kegelrobbe Phoque gris Grijze zeehond x
Common /Harbour seal Phoca vitulina Seehund Phoque commun Gewone zeehond x
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Zwergwal Petit rorqual Dwergvinvis x

Sei Whale Balaenoptera borealis Seiwal Rorqual boréal Noordse vinvis
Blue Whale Balaenopentera musculus Blauwal Rorqual bleue Blauwe vinvis x
Fin Whale Balaenoptera physalus Finnwal Rorqual commun Gewone vinvis x x
Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae Buckelwal Mégaptère à bosse Bultrug x
Bowhead whale Balaena mysticetus Grönlandwal Baleine du Groenland Groenlandse walvis
Sperm Whale Physeter macrocephalus Pottwal Grand Cachalot Potvis
Narwhal Monodon monoceros Narwal Narval Narwal
Northern Bottlenose Whale Hyperoodon ampullatus Entenwal (Dögling) Hyperoodon arctique Butskop x x
Long-finned pilot whale Globicephala melas Langflossen-Grindwal Globicéphale noir Griend x
Orca (Killer Whale) Orcinus orca Schwertwal (Orca) Orque Zwaardwalvis x
White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorhynchus albirostris Weissschnauzendelphin Lagénorhynque à rostre blanc Witsnuitdolfijn
Harbour porpoise Phocoena phocoena Gewöhnlicher Schweinswal Marsouin commun Bruinvis x
Bottle-nosed Dolphin Tursiops truncatus Butskop x



Beluga Dephinapterus leucas Weisswal Béluga Beloega
Polar Bear Ursus maritimus Eisbär Ours blanc Ijsbeer x
Arctic Fox Alopex lagopus Polarfuchs Renard polaire Poolvos
Spitsbergen Reindeer Rangifer tarandus platyrhynchus Spitzbergen-Rentier Renne du Spitzberg Rendier x
Sibling vole Microtus rossiaemeridionalis Südfeldmaus Campagnol des champs Oostelijke veldmuis
Short tailed Vole Microtus agrestis Erdmaus Campagnol agreste Aardmuis

http://waarnemingen.be/soort/view/372


PHOTOGRAPHY 
CONTEST 2018
Your chance to win a € 1000 gift 
voucher for your next polar adventure.
EVERYONE KNOWS A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS, 
BUT DID YOU KNOW THAT YOUR PHOTOS MIGHT NOW ALSO BE 
WORTH A € 1000 GIFT VOUCHER?

Share your experience!
Did you catch a rare seabird on the fly? Do you have a panorama of the 
Northern Lights filling the sky? Did you get up close and personal with a 
penguin? Did you capture a look of awe or wonder on a fellow passenger’s 
face?

If you’ve been a passenger on any one of our past voyages we want to see 
your pictures. 

You’re free to send in as many pictures as you wish. The best pictures are 
the ones that capture what it’s like to take one of our special expeditions to 
the remote and beautiful ends of the Earth.

UPLOAD YOUR PHOTO AT

WWW.OCEANWIDE-EXPEDITIONS.COM/GALLERY 
The size of your photo should be between 2MB and 8MB. Our lucky winners will be contacted by e-mail and  
Facebook by November 30, 2018. The photography contest runs from April, 30 until October, 30 2018.

PRIZES
€ 1000 
GIFT VOUCHER 
for Oceanwide Expeditions     

€ 500 gift voucher
for Oceanwide Expeditions

€ 250 gift voucher
for Oceanwide Expeditions

1st

2nd

3rd

WWW. O C E A NW I D E - E X P E D I T I O N S . C O M

Read the terms and conditions of the contest on www.oceanwide-expeditions.com/page/contest-terms



TRAVEL WRITING
COMPETITION 2018
Your chance to win a € 1000 
gift voucher for your next polar 
adventure.
FANCY YOURSELF AS A TRAVEL WRITER? ENTER OUR ANNUAL 
TRAVEL WRITING COMPETITION AND YOU JUST MIGHT WIN 
YOURSELF A € 1000 GIFT VOUCHER FOR YOUR NEXT POLAR 
ADVENTURE.

Write about your experience!
What was it like to camp out under 
the Antarctic sky? Was it scary 
when you encountered a polar bear? 
Was this your first cruise and were 
you nervous about crossing open 
waters? 

After all, how your expedition made 
you feel is what you’re going to carry 
with you for the rest of your life. If you 
share your experience you just might 
win yourself a € 1000 gift voucher for 
your next polar adventure.

Here’s what you need to do:
1. �Write a post (600 – 1200 words) 

in Dutch, English, or German about 
what excited you the most on your 
Oceanwide Expeditions cruise. 
The topic is entirely up to you.

2. �Make sure you add titles and 
subtitles to the story.

3. �Create a hyperlink or two inside of 
your post. The link could connect 
to the ship’s page, the trip itinerary, 
the particular destination’s page, 
or perhaps a page related to one 
of the activities you enjoyed.

4. �Add 3 to 5 pictures (they should 
be 2 MB minimum in size, in 
landscape format and attached 
separately when you decide to 
send your entry to us).

5. �Post it online by completing 
the entry form “Share your 
story” (https://oceanwide-
expeditions.com/customer-story/
create) OR send your post to 
us at marketing@oceanwide-
expeditions.com. Either way, make 
sure you include your full name 
and e-mail address.

6. �Spread the word!

Read the full terms and conditions on oceanwide-expeditions.com/page/contest-terms

PRIZES
€ 1000 
GIFT VOUCHER 
for Oceanwide Expeditions     

€ 500 gift voucher
for Oceanwide Expeditions

€ 250 gift voucher
for Oceanwide Expeditions

1st

2nd

3rd

ENTRIES CLOSE
OCTOBER 30 
Our lucky winners will be contacted by 
e-mail and Facebook by November 30, 2018

WWW. O C E A NW I D E - E X P E D I T I O N S . C O M
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