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MV Plancius was named after the Dutch astronomer, cartographer, geologist and vicar Petrus Plancius (1552-
1622). Plancius was built in 1976 as an oceanographic research vessel for the Royal Dutch Navy and was named
Hr. Ms. Tydeman. The ship sailed for the Royal Dutch Navy until June 2004 when she was purchased by
Oceanwide Expeditions and completely refit in 2007, being converted into a 114-passenger expedition vessel.
Plancius is 89 m (267 feet) long, 14.5 m (43 feet) wide and has a maximum draft of 5 m, with an Ice Strength
rating of 1D, top speed of 12+ knots and three diesel engines generating 1230 hp each.



A

OCEANWIDE

EXPEDITIONS

Captain Artur Iakovlev

Chief Officer:
2nd Officer:
3rd Officer:

Chief Engineer:

Hotel Manager:
Assist. Hotel Manager:
Head Chef:

Sous Chef:

Ship’s Physician:

Expedition Leader:
Assist. Expedition Leader:

Expedition Guide:
Expedition Guide:
Expedition Guide:
Expedition Guide:
Expedition Guide:
Expedition Guide:

and his international crew

Including:

Miia Holma
Romanas Vicas

Kirill Buriachek

Daniel Liliac-Zajontz

Zsuzsanna Varga

Bobby Manevski
Ralf Barthel
Ivan Ivanovic

Moniek Mestrom

And

Lynn Woodworth

Katja Riedel

Adam Turner
Sara Jenner
Fritz Hertel
Laura Mony

Sonja Heinrich

Ben Giunchi

[Finland]
[Lithuania]
[Russia]
[Romania]
[Hungary]
[Macedonia]
[Germany]
[Serbia]
[Netherlands]

[Canada]
[NZ/Germany]
[UK]

[UK]
[Germany]
[Canada]
[Germany]

[Argentina]



Day 1 — Saturday 22" December 2018

Embarkation — Ushuaia, Argentina

GPS 08.00 Position: 54°53’'S / 067°52’'W

Wind: NNW-6 Sea State: Smooth Weather: Overcast Air Temp: +15°C Sea Temp: +15°C

Ushuaia! ‘The End of the
World; the Beginning of
Everything' as a rather
splendid wall-painting
proclaims. Most of us had
time to explore  this
dramatically-located

settlement before boarding
Plancius between 4 and 5 pm.
Gusts of wind around 50
knots and little drizzle of rain
welcomed us on board. We
were shown to our cabins to
unpack, and then excitedly
checked out our new home
for the next 19 days. Locating
the whereabouts of the bar
and 24/7 coffee/tea station
was the most important task.

At 5:15 pm we  were
summoned to the Lounge/Bar
by Lynn Woodworth, our
Expedition Leader. She
introduced herself, welcomed
us on board, then showed us

| an important safety video

about what to do in

emergencies at sea. It is
important that we keep
ourselves and others safe as
we sail to remote
destinations, with little or no
medical help. Chief Officer
Miia  supplemented this
information with a few
details specific to Plancius
and our voyage.

At about 6:00 pm we heard
the seven short and one long
blasts alerting us to the all-
important life boat drill,



which must be held before we reach the open sea. Because of
the strong wind that was into the harbour, we did the drill still
tied to the dock. We mustered in the Lounge, a roll-call was
taken and then we were all led out to the life boats. Now we
know precisely what to do and where to go in the unlikely
event of an emergency. We also had the chance to have a look
inside the life boats.

Before dinner, we had the Captain’s cocktails, where our nice
Captain Artur lakovlev, the Master of the Vessel and the man
responsible for getting us all safely to the Falkland Islands,
South Georgia and Antarctica — and back again - gave a short
speech. We drank to the success of our voyage. We then met
Zsuzsanna, the Hotel Manager. She talked about life on board
from dinner to wifi and room cleaning. All the expedition staff
introduced themselves and talked a bit about their background
and their love for the polar regions. Finally, Moniek Mestrom,
our lovely doctor, introduced herself and tried not to scare us

with sea sickness. 7:30, it was dinner time. The Dining Room was buzzing, and we enjoyed our first meal on

board.

‘.

Around 9 pm, the wind dropped down
and stopped pushing us onto the dock.
The Argentinean pilot gave us the go and
we were off down the harbour and into
the Beagle Channel. With the sunset and
calm waters, we had the chance to enjoy
the view, with a few terns and petrels
flying around the boat and we even
sighted some Magellanic penguins diving
near the ship.

Afterwards, a few passengers and staff
adjourned to the bar, but it was a quiet
evening socially. Most of us spent some
time on deck admiring the scenery and
wildlife, before heading for bed and a
good night’s sleep. Tomorrow we will
wake up in the open ocean, our Plancius
Bridge team in sole control, well on our
way to the Falkland Islands.



Day 2 — Sunday 23th December 2018

At Sea en route to the Falkland Islands

GPS 08.00 Position: 54°20’S / 064°27’'W
Wind: W-6 Sea State: Moderate Weather: Sunny Air Temp: +12°C Sea Temp: +8°C

Many of us were already up and around when Lynn made the first wake-up call of the voyage, but for
those of us still being gently rocked in our bunks it was time to get up and see what the sea day would
bring.

It was a bright morning,
with a strong tail wind
of about 25-30 knots
which was pushing us
along very nicely. After
breakfast many of us
wrapped up warm and
headed out on deck to
enjoy the sunshine and
gaze at the birds that
were flying around the
ship. Some birds
habitually follow ships
at sea looking for food
brought up to the
surface by the waves,
but also to enjoy the
uplift created by our passing. We found plenty of Cape Petrels skimming the water close at hand, and
further afield Giant Petrels and several species of albatross glided, using the air currents to demonstrate
their skill at dynamic soaring. Every now and then they would fly right past the deck or bridge window,
allowing for some good photographic opportunities.
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At 9:30 am Lynn
gathered wus in the

lounge for the
mandatory IAATO
briefing, which

. provided us with all the
‘dos and don’ts’ for us
to consider during our
landings over the next
couple of  weeks.
Shortly afterwards,
Sonja gave a very
informative lecture
entitled ‘Marine
Critters of the
Falklands’. This was the




perfect introduction as to what wildlife we might encounter over the next day or so. She also explained
why there is such an abundance of life in the Southern Ocean.

Most people headed
back outside after
lunch to continue
enjoying the
favourable
conditions we were
being blessed with
and were rewarded
with our first whale
sighting - a small
group of Sei Whales.
Although they were
some way off, you
could clearly see the

" = = , : = - large blows hanging
CSma=Toer e = = e in the air as they
came to the surface to breathe. At this time of year, it is not uncommon to see Sei Whales in this stretch of
water as they head South to feed in the cold, nutrient-rich waters of Antarctica. At 3 pm, Sara gave a
lecture about Penguins, it was structured in such a way that it probably answered many of our initial
guestions about these charismatic little creatures, giving us more time to just sit and enjoy their funny and
very endearing antics.

Tea time came and went, following
by today’s mandatory briefing session
- Zodiac safety. Lynn told us
everything we needed to know about
safe Zodiac operations, as we would
need to use these newly-acquired
skills in the morning to make our first
landing of the voyage. After which,
we headed downstairs to collect our
rubber boots ready for wet landings
on shore. The staff were on hand to
make sure that the system ran with
the utmost efficiency, with boots of
all sizes being passed along the line to
ensure everyone got the correct size
ready to go ashore in the morning.
While this was all happening, others
were out on deck enjoying the distant
blows of more Fin or Sei whales.

The final official event of the day was our first daily Recap & Briefing session. Lynn had a lot to tell us about
the next couple of days and you could feel the excitement and anticipation growing as she spoke. Adam
then gave a short summary of the history of the Falkland Islands, in fact he was able to condense 500 years
of history into 15 min. There was a lot of enthusiastic chatter as we descended to the Dining Room
afterwards, as people shared their hopes and expectations for the forthcoming days with one another.



After dinner a lot of us decided to enjoy the beautiful sunset from the outside decks. From here we got
magnificent views of the Southern Giant Petrels and albatrosses that were following the ship, which made
for wonderful photographic opportunities, it was truly the perfect was to conclude our first day at sea.




Day 3 — Monday 24" December 2018

Carcass Island & Saunders Island, Falkland Islands

GPS 08.00 Position: 51°27’'S / 060°56’'W

Wind: W-4 Sea State: Slight Weather: Sunny Air Temp: +14°C Sea Temp: +10°C

We awoke to a strong breeze but sunshine
today, and most of us headed on deck to
take in the views of the approaching
Falkland Islands! We sailed through a
narrow gap between West Point Island
and West Falkland called The Woolly Gut.
This gave us our first opportunity to see
penguins as they porpoised through the
water around the ship. We also saw ducks,
geese, cormorants and terns as we passed
close to the islands. Some early risers even
got a quick sighting of Commerson’s
dolphins.

Our first landing of the day, and indeed
of the trip, was Carcass Island, owned
and operated by Rob and Lorraine
McGill. The island sits in the northwest of
the Falkland Islands Archipelago. Getting
off the ship proved a little challenging as
there was a big swell at the gangway
bouncing the zodiacs up and down. Yet
we all mastered our first attempts of
getting into the zodiacs for the shuttle
ride ashore. The staff told us that this

8 would be great training for the

destinations ahead. Most of us decided
to head off on a long hike from Dyke Bay

' to Leopard Beach and then along to the

settlement, while the rest of us were transported straight to the settlement in order to explore the

surroundings at a more leisurely pace.

Along the hike we were able to see our first penguins: Magellanics and Gentoos. The Magellanics were
burrowing in the ground, incubating their eggs, but we saw many coming up from the beach or standing
guard outside their burrows. The Gentoos nest in the open, and we kept a good distance to the colony,
being reassured by our guides that we would see plenty more Gentoos in the days to come.




We walked down onto the beautiful Leopard Beach, with
its gorgeous white sand and turquoise waters, strongly
contrasting with the black and white of the penguins
coming out of it. On the beach we found many Upland
Geese shedding their feathers. The walk to the
settlement along farm tracks afforded great views of
beautiful scenery and wildlife alike. We spotted
Magellanic oystercatchers nesting high up on the slope,
and there were many more Upland and Ruddy-headed
geese mixed in, as well as a few sightings of the beautiful
Long-tailed meadowlarks (the males have a stunning
crimson-red chest). There were many groups of Flightless
steamer ducks having a snooze on the higher slopes,
while those with chicks were paddling about in the
shallow waters below. A welcome committee of the
mischievous Johnny Rooks (i.e. Striated caracaras) was
jollying about near the settlement. This is the home of
Rob and Lorraine, who, along with their Chilean staff,
had put on a spread of fantastic fancy scones, cakes and
biscuits. We were all delighted to sip tea, sample the
variety of cakes, and exchange stories with these

Falkland locals. The balmy conditions invited many of us to settle down outside in the sunshine. All too
soon it was time to head back on the Zodiacs to Plancius for lunch; though some of us were not requiring

too much lunch after all those cakes!

During lunch Plancius sailed on to another island for our second landing of the day - Saunders Island.
Saunders was chosen as the site of the first British settlement on the Falkland Islands in 1765 and is one of
the larger islands within the Falkland Islands Archipelago. It is home to a rich diversity of wildlife, notably
large numbers of nesting Black-browed albatross, and four different species of penguin: Gentoo,
Magellanic, King and Rockhopper.



It was sunny but with very strong winds and
the ride ashore had the zodiacs surfing the
waves, accompanied by very friendly
Commerson’s dolphins. We landed on a
shallow sandy beach known as the Neck and
were greeted by the island’s owners, the
Pole-Evans family who have lived on the
island since the 1980s. A short walk gave us
great views of nesting Gentoo and King
penguins, with a backdrop of rolling blue
surf on the north side of the island. Most of
us headed up the hill past the Magellanic
penguins and the sheep to sit by the Black-
browed albatross and Rockhopper penguin
colonies and enjoy the views and the
amazing wildlife. We got to observe many
interesting behaviours such as changing of
the guard parent on an albatross nest,
tender bonding of the parents or feeding of
chicks. On the way back, some of us took a
detour along the sandy northern beach to
watch the Rockhopper penguins live up to
their name surfing and hopping ashore on a
rocky slope. Watching those feisty penguins
rock climbing, sliding and tumbling afforded
us with amazing photo opportunities and
their comical penguin antics certainly drew
a crowd.
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The wind had finally calmed down little as we returned to the ship for dinner and drawing to close such a
beautiful and memorable first day in the Falkland Islands!




Day 4 — Tuesday 25" December 2018
Stanley, Falkland Islands

GPS 08.00 Position: 51°41’S / 057°51’'W
Wind: NE-2 Sea State: Smooth Weather: Overcast Air Temp: +8°C Sea Temp: +11°C

Christmas Day! We were awoken
today by Lynn, our Expedition Leader,
and she told us that we were in Port
William approaching the Narrows (the
narrow channel leading to the inner
harbour of Stanley that lies between
Engineer and Navy Point). It was a bit
of a cloudy day, but, at least, the lack
of wind made the temperature
comfortable on the bridge. We had the
chance to sight some Sei whale blows
on the way in, but it was still far away
from the boat. The wake-up call was
followed by Zsuzanna telling us the
dining-room doors were open and we
“4Z8 could go to breakfast. Bon appétit!

At 8:30 am, the zodiacs were ready, and we left the Plancius to
have a look around the capital of the Falkland Islands. Stanley
was previously known as Port Stanley and became the capital
city in 1845 after the main settlement was relocated from Port
Egmont. We were able to wander around and, even if it was Christmas Day, some of the shops were open,
as was the museum and post office. We were able to send letters and buy some souvenirs of the island,
but also visit the inside of the cathedral. The weather held, and we enjoyed a dry yet overcast morning.
The area around the visitor centre and museum became busier as the morning progressed with the arrival
of guests from other ships that were visiting.




As we returned to the ship,
around 12 pm, the head chef
Ralf and his galley team were
hard at work adding the final
touches to our Christmas
lunch which was enjoyed by
all. However, the weather
began to deteriorate with gust
of wind around 40 knots, and
we were glad to be back
inside. The Plancius’s anchor
was heaved up and we
headed back out the Stanley
Harbour into Port William.
Nicely, the team let us have
lunch in calm sea before
heading out into the open
ocean in direction of our next

destination, South Georgia. It was nice to have a delicious Christmas lunch before starting the two days of

crossing in the open ocean.
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During the afternoon, Adam gave a short
talk on the ‘Albatross Taskforce’ and their
work. During this talk, we learned that the
method of mitigation introduced by this
taskforce greatly reduced albatross loss
caused by fishing. After a short interlude,
we had an extended recap talking about
birds of the Falkland Islands, the Argentine
perspective on Falkland history, Funny and
unexpected facts and geology, all of this
while drinking hot chocolate with a little
extra served by Santa Zsuzanna and penguin
Bobby.




Another sunset with the gliding silhouettes of the various birds around us saw the end closing of the day
with us heading towards South Georgia and in the knowledge that in a day or so we would be crossing the
Antarctic convergence and entering the Southern Ocean.




Day 5 — Wednesday 26" December 2018

At sea, en route to South Georgia

GPS 08.00 Position: 52°18’S / 057°51’'W
Wind: WSW 6-7 Sea State: Rather Rough Weather: Cloudy Air Temp: +8°C Sea Temp:

+7°C

While the day started for some, with the wake-up call
at 7:30 am, others have already been out on decks to
enjoy the sunny morning and to watch the bypassing
albatrosses and petrels.

From 8:00 am we enjoyed the lovely breakfast buffet. Soon after, Fritz presented in his lecture on the most
prominent seabirds of the Southern Ocean to prepare us for the next days, when we expect a couple of
new species will appear. Meanwhile, some spectacular bird species like the Wandering and the similar
Royal albatross showed up and we watched them majestically soaring around the ship right after the talk.
Because the Plancius was rolling a bit, a delicious plated lunch was served in the dining room. After lunch,
some of us went straight on watching birds and were finally rewarded with the first Blue and White-
chinned petrels showing up nearby the ship.




The afternoon was really nice
with temperature up to 16°C and
sun shining through the clouds.
We spent most of the time on the
bridge deck where we had a nice
little snooze rocked by the
motion of the waves, tried to
sight whale blows, or attempted
to identify the birds Fritz had
presented to us before lunch. It is
a hard task because they all look
pretty similar, but, armed with
our binoculars, we started to see
the differences between them.

At 3pm we listened to Sara’s
presentation “How to take
photos you are happy with” in
the Lounge. Immediately after
that some of us started to change
our camera settings in order to
give our next shots the chance to
get even better. In the Ilate
afternoon, we listened to Sonja’s
highly interesting talk about
Whales of the Southern Ocean.
She introduced the most
important whale species of the
southern seas to wus and
decorated her presentation with
fascinating facts about the
ecology of whales and research
findings.

After the daily recap hosted by
the Expedition team and Lynn’s
presentation of our plans for
tomorrow, we went down to the
dining room for dinner. During
the delicious meal we noticed
A { SRR AN R A ; that the sea calmed down
significantly. This is the best requirement for a restful sleep after a short bar visit and some chats with
fellow guests and staff members.




Day 6 — Thursday 27" December 2018

At sea, en route to South Georgia

GPS 08.00 Position: 53°10’S / 042°52’W
Wind: W -5 Sea State: Moderate Weather: Overcast Air Temp: +7°C Sea Temp: +3°C

At 7:30 am everyone on the ship heard a familiar voice waking us up
in the speaker. It was Lynn our Expedition Leader, calling us from
Plancius’ bridge. It was our second day of sailing since the ship left
Stanley in the Falkland Islands, heading towards South Georgia.
Shortly afterwards, breakfast was announced.

After breakfast Adam delivered his presentation about South Georgia.
He covered many topics introducing this tiny rock at the bottom of
the Southern Atlantic Ocean. Before lunch time we still had time for
one more lecture and this time Sonja went into detail to explain the
different seals of South Georgia, Fur Seals and Elephant Seals. She
presented the difference between the two animals, reproduction
cycle and fun facts about these two fascinating animals. At the end of
the talk, she introduced a tracking device that scientists are putting
on elephant seal heads to monitor their migration and movement all
year around.

After
lunch, on
our way to Shag rock, Humpback whales were
sighted by at least three passengers on the
starboard side of the ship, with several blows
observed and some really good approaching.
We saw beautiful tails of whales diving
around the ship with different types of birds
including Imperial shags, giant petrels and
prions, flying around as well.

The whale sighting disturbed a little bit the
program, but we finally managed to start the |
vacuuming of our gear. We did the Biosecurity
Vacuuming in the Lounge—the cleaning of our
outerwear and personal backpacks—which
was a mandatory activity before arrival in
South Georgia, in order to prevent the
transmission of invasive species from other
regions of the world. To reward us after this
fastidious task, we received a nice book,
which introduces South Georgia.

At 6:30 pm Lynn kicked off our Recap &



Briefing with some final details on how we need to behave whilst on South Georgia. She talked about the
South Georgia environment, its historical heritage and our personal safety while in the Zodiacs and on
shore.

Dinner was served at 7:30 pm, which finished the day’s formal program. Afterwards some passengers and
staff met up at the bar for a more informal chat before bed. However, not many people stayed up late
since we all wanted to be fresh and prepared for our first South Georgia landing tomorrow.




Day 7 - Friday 28" December 2018
Salisbury Plain & Fortuna Bay, South Georgia

GPS 08.00 Position: 54°03’'S / 037°19'W

Wind: SSW -5 Sea State: slight Weather: Overcast Air Temp: +7°C Sea Temp: +2°C

After we filled our bellies with a delicious
breakfast, we went to the gangway where the
zodiacs were waiting for us. We got ashore,
landing at the beach and being greeted by
hundreds of Antarctic fur seals (some were
friendlier than others). We followed a marked
route along the beach to an area laced with
small streams and ponds. Salisbury plain was
created by the glacial outwash from the
retreating Grace glacier and takes its name
from Salisbury Plain in the U.K. It is one of two
‘plains’ on South Georgia, the other one being
Hestesletten (Horse Plain in Norwegian)
located near Grytviken.
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The day of our arrival in South Georgia
has come, after a bumpy crossing from
the Falkland Islands, we were all eager to
get off the ship and experience the
wildlife and landscape that we had been
keenly anticipating.

Our first landing was near the King
penguin colony of Salisbury Plain. Around
7 am, Lynn, our Expedition Leader, made
the wake-up call over the tannoy system
and gave wus the latest weather
information, which was followed by
Zsuzsanna inviting us for breakfast.




Estimates indicate that there are 60,000 breeding pairs of King
penguins and during the molting season a total of 250,000 could
be present. We stayed along the edge of the colony and could
absorb the scale, beauty and wonder of our first landing. As we
looked above the tussac grass, we could see the chicks and hear
them whistling for their parents’ attention. We could see the
elegant carriage and poise of the adults preening themselves and
just standing amongst their kind, but we also saw that somehow
they manage to maintain their elegance while wading through the
sloppy mud that forms part of the intricate lacework of the plain
(some of us were not so lucky when we went off of the paths!). As
our eyes reached the furthest extend of the colony, inland, we
saw the scree covered slopes giving way to become snow-covered
giants that reached into the cloud with rugged charm and helping
us appreciate how truly unique South Georgia is. After we had
made significant reductions to our cameras’ memory cards, it was
time to head back to the landing site. Again, we went through the
tussac and ran the fur seal gauntlet with the ever-watchful
expedition team ready to intervene. A short zodiac ride back to

our floating home, base and refuge, the Plancius, followed and it was then time to have a clean off our

boots and enjoy a well-earned lunch.
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Laying at the east of the Bay of Isles and
Salisbury Plain is Fortuna Bay. It is the
bay where Sir Ernest Shackleton, Frank
Worsley and Tom Crean began the final
stage of their overland crossing to
Stromness whaling station to seek help
following the entrapment and sinking of
their ship the ‘Endurance’ during the
Imperial  Trans-Antarctic  Expedition.
Eventually, all other members of the
expedition were rescued with no loss of
life.

We were taken ashore in zodiacs and
walked from the beach towards the King




penguin colony, the route led us to a small hill
formed by the moraine that gave us an
amazing view across the colony and towards
the glacier in the background. The weather
was nothing other than great and most of us
sat at the view point for a short time to enjoy
the tranquility and splendor of the site. The
colony of King penguins is thought to be
home to an estimated 7,000 pairs and it was
great to see the creches formed by the chicks.
We walked down the beach and could see
pups ranging from less than a day to several
weeks old. Also, we saw giant petrels and

skuas waiting for an unguarded egg or
placenta to become available for them.
Towards the end of the walk we saw some
King penguins that had come from the
colony. Fortuna Bay takes its name from a
whale catcher called ‘Fortuna,” built in
Sandefjord, Norway in 1904. She weighed
164 gross tonnes and was 30.3 meters long.
She was one of the 3 original ships brought to
South Georgia by Carl Anton Larsen who
started whaling at Grytviken. At 6:00 am on
the 14th of May 1916 she ran aground at
Hope Point, near Grytviken and sank. The
helmsman had just received 2 letters and was \
reading them at the time, wreckage can still be seen on the beach

After this amazing afternoon, we were taken back to the Plancius, all a bit tired after our first day on South
Georgia. Lynn gave us the plans for the following day, followed by dinner and we all went to bed full of
eager anticipation for our next day.
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Day 8 — Saturday 29" December 2018
Cobblers’ Cove & Grytviken, South Georgia

GPS 08.00 Position: 54°17’S / 036°17'W
Wind: Var -2 Sea State: Smooth Weather: Sunny Air Temp: +12°C Sea Temp: +3°C

Plancius traveled overnight, aiming for
Godthul, a small, very sheltered bay
tucked into the outer coast of the

|
“};“ peninsula flanking Cumberland Bay East.
e - We woke up to calm waters, with a
—

S relatively flat sea around us, hardly any
wind, but fog in the upper mountains. Just
a few Cape petrels coasted on the still air
beside the ship, but the other birds were
out of sight.
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During breakfast, the staff took two scout
Zodiacs out to explore, testing the
conditions and investigating for activities.
As conditions were excellent, we were
going to take advantage of the situation
and aim for Cobblers’ Cove, a tiny
indentation just north of Godthul. This
minuscule bay was to be the drop-off
point for a long, steep walk to see
Macaroni Penguins, which were located
up, over the ridge and then further along
the coast, at a place called Rookery Point.
Those who did not feel like a steep climb,
took the option of a Zodiac cruise around
 to Cobblers’ Cove, then Rookery Point.

The walkers were the first into the boats,
out into open water and around the
corner into Cobblers’ Cove. Passing




Meanwhile, the rest of us cruised in the Zodiacs around to
Cobblers’ Cove. Here, we watched the action on the beaches,
with mum and pup Fur seals calling, big males rushing each
other, whimpering and occasionally barking and growling, and
everything and everybody seemingly shuffling around in
constant motion. The Elephant Seals, while quieter and slower,
were just as smelly as the Fur seals, and equally entertaining.
Heading out to sea again, we continued away from the ship
towards Rookery Point, where the Macaronis have a very large
colony high on the steep slopes of the point. While the zodiacs
surged back and forth in the swell along the shoreline, we
admired how far up the hill the Macaronis climbed, impressed
that the stubby legs of a penguin could manage so much better
than us!

through the tiny entrance of the bay, we
immediately heard the Fur and Elephant
seals calling, as well as a few Gentoo
penguins. Landing on a small fur seal-
infested beach, we immediately headed
straight up the steepest part of the walk,
including some slightly tricky scree
surfaces. Katja led us on a zig-zag path
uphill into the fog, stopping briefly when
we reached the ridge before heading
down the other side of the hill toward
the long-awaited Macaronis. Most of

them were breeding but the first chicks
have been hatched.

We were back for lunch, which everybody,
especially the one on the strenuous walk,
enjoyed. In the afternoon we were invited
to the Lounge for a presentation by Dani
from the South Georgia Heritage Trust,
who gave an overview of the Habitat
Restoration project to eradicate the rats
from the island over the last seven years.
The project was successful and South
Georgia has recently been declared free of
rats. She explained what we could do to
help by sponsoring a hectare of the island
or purchasing items at the gift shop in the
museum. After the presentation, Zodiacs
were ready to take us ashore in decent,

but windy, weather conditions. We got onshore in almost dry clothes, but the sun will dry everything quite
quickly. Mount Hodges at the back of the whaling station, and Mount Duse near King Edward Point create
a natural sheltered bay and the slow wind meant that conditions ashore were decent, except when some

gust of wind blew into the valley.



After landing near the museum, most of us joined
a conducted walking tour of Grytviken whaling
station. Some of us joined Adam for a strength
one hour and a half hike to the ridge of Dead
Man’s Pass, from where we had a stunning view
into the Bay of Grytviken. Afterwards, we had
time to roam freely around the area, to go
shopping and to send some postcards home to
our loved ones. We also visited the church,
museum and the replica of the James Caird. The
reboarding of the zodiacs at the end of this
landing was typical for South Georgia so far as it
involved strong winds and variable conditions;
some of us got wet. However, it’s just water!

Finally, we enjoyed a tasty BBQ (with free drinks!) on the
back deck, which rounded out the evening perfectly. A
beautiful sunset sums up this amazing day. Many of us
danced as if there was no tomorrow. Meanwhile, Lynn was
busy working on plans for the next day. This wonderful day
will long be remembered by guests and staff alike.

[ —




Day 9 — Sunday 30" December 2018
Ocean Harbour & Leith Harbour, South Georgia

GPS 08.00 Position: 54°20’S / 036°13’'W
Wind: N-3 Sea State: slight Weather: Overcast Air Temp: +7°C Sea Temp: +3°C

Our third day in South Georgia started slightly
grey but reasonably calm as we took the
zodiacs ashore into the kelp-covered cove of
Ocean Harbour. This sheltered bay is named
after the Norwegian ship Ocean which
commenced whaling at this site in 1909.
Although the whaling station was only in use
until 1920, several remnants of the whaling
period are still visible, including a rusty steam
locomotive that once hauled cargo between the
jetty and the station. A small hut stood
solemnly in the grassy plain where fur seals and
elephant seals roamed aplenty.

The beach was firmly owned
by several big bull fur seals and
their harems  while the
unsuccessful bachelor fur seals
and young moulting elephant
seals provided some surprises
for those of us who ventured
inland. We watched elephant
seals caterpillar along and
across a small creek where fur
seal pups played and learned
to swim. There was seal
commotion everywhere, so we
had lots of interesting 7 i 7 ‘ \ : AN
behaviours to watch while also having to avoid getting too close to some of the feistier furies.




Back on the landing beach a whole different
drama was taking place. Several giant
petrels and a skua were squabbling over the
sorry carcass of a fur seal pup. Each giant
petrel tried to defend their meal against
other scavengers by raising their tail
feathers and spreading their long wings
which gave them a remarkable resemblance
to prehistoric archaeopteryx. On the way
back to the ship we detoured through the
kelp beds to get close-up looks at the wreck
of the Bayard. Once a supply vessel that
broke loose from her moorings during a
storm in 1911 and drifted aground on the
opposite shore where she had remained
ever since. The wreck had now been
colonized by nesting South Georgia shags
" which we watched commute to and from
\\V "g"y} their nests.

During lunch the Plancius steamed north along the
coast to reposition to our afternoon destination.
Several feeding humpback whales were spotted en
route, some surfacing close to the ship. Plancius turned
into Stromness Bay where we got to zodiac cruise
towards the remains of Leith whaling station, once the
biggest whaling operational base in South Georgia.
Leith was established in 1909 and was named after the
Edinburgh suburb where the Scottish whaling company
Christian Salvesen & Co. Ltd. had its head office. Leith
harbour was an ideal site as it offered sheltered




anchorage, ample fresh water supply
from the glaciers in the background and
level ground for buildings and the flensing
plan. In its heyday, this was a busy
whaling town buzzing with over 300
station workers processing whales,
repairing the vessels from the whaling
fleet, unloading supplies and loading
whale products for shipping to distant
European and American markets. The
station ceased operations in 1961 and
had fallen into disarray since, having also
been scavenged for scrap metal in the
1980s. We were not allowed to approach
any closer than 200 m due to the hazards
of asbestos once used in the building
materials. However, our zodiac cruise-by
afforded us great views from a safe
distance of abandoned factory buildings,
three overgrown piers, the flensing plan,
storage tanks and accommodation
blocks. For some this was a site of great
historic importance and intense interest,
for others the dilapidated buildings
seemed more like a junk yard that should
be removed. Whatever your views there
was something to enjoy for everyone on

the cruise. W
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The ever-present fur seals had reclaimed
every bit of beach space available, for === ey =

breeding, squabbling, playing and resting. Several groups of seals bathed and played in the shaIIow water
and did not mind the zodiacs at all. Antarctic terns dip-dived into the kelp to pick up small morsels of food.
Several giant petrels squabbled over the tasty remains of a seal carcass, while South Georgia shags nested
on rocky outcrops along the coast. A few of the geology aficionados enjoyed the great views of the twisted
and jumbled layers of sedimentary rock from the Cumberland formation that towered above the shore
lines. Once everyone was back aboard Plancius turned around yet again to head South for tomorrow’s
adventures. There was a real buzz during dinner and later on in the bar after yet another stellar day in
South Georgia.




Day 10 — Monday 31" December 2018
Gold Harbour & Drygalski Fjord, South Georgia

GPS 08.00 Position: 54° 37’S / 035° 55'W
Wind: Var -3 Sea State: Slight Weather: Partly Cloudy Air Temp: +8°C Sea Temp: +3°C

The morning started with a wakeup call at 4:45 am. We were supposed to land at Gold Harbour before
breakfast, but the howling wind and the movement of the ship didn’t bode too well. Indeed, Lynn told us
that the early morning landing was cancelled and that we could go back to bed. By 8:00 am, the wind had
died down and, after scoffing down our breakfast, we were in the Zodiacs to Gold Harbour.

Arriving at the beach was mind-blowing, a cacophony
of belching, snorting, snarling, whistling and
trumpeting greeted us. Elephant seals jostled with
o <. ; each other, King penguins stood either patiently
enduring thelr catastrophlc moult or fllpper bashed each other while fighting for a mate, chicks were
calling out for their parents or begged for food. In between fur seals chased each other and us. Adam
found the skeleton of a giant Elephant seal at the beach with parts of the skin still clinging to the bones.
Much cuter was the hustle and bustle at the King penguin colony further along the beach, where fluffy
brown chicks mingled with adults. The big bulge at the feet of the adults told us that they were brooding
an egg. It was great to wander along the beach and witness the behaviour of the animals without them
taking notice of us.




Back on the ship, we enjoyed our lunch while
Plancius sailed eastwards along the coast of
South Georgia. At the South-eastern end of the
island, we entered Drygalski fjord. This fjord
cuts 14 km inland and gives a good impression
of the alpine interior of South Georgia.
Magnificent glaciers, deep-cut valleys and sharp-
pointed peaks dominate the landscape. The
turquoise water was dotted with pieces of ice.

On one ice floe we spotted a Leopard seal which
lifted its giant head as we passed. Snow petrels
flew around the ship as we got closer and closer
to the Risting Glacier at the end of the fjord. Ice
masses tumbled from dark rock faces. After
Captain Artur turned Plancius on the spot, we
sailed out of the fjord again using the stunning
South Georgia mountains as a backdrop for a
picture with guests and crew on the top deck.




Just after we left South Georgia several
whales were spotted from the bridge. As
we got closer, we could see that the air
above was teeming with birds. In the
water were several Humpback and at
least one Fin whale feeding. One whale
was slapping the water with his gigantic
tail. Others were ploughing the water in
pairs. According to our whale expert
Sonja this was how South Georgia would
have looked before we started hunting
whales. What a fantastic farewell from
this subantarctic Island.

Later in the lounge the expedition team
treated us to an extended South Georgia
recap. Talking about the geology, the
glaciers, seals and birds we have seen in
the last four days. Since it was New Year's
Eve, the galley team had prepared a
special dinner. Dessert was a birthday
cake for everybody, three birthdays were
to be celebrated. After dinner we joined
into the Plancius Pub quiz. The “Killer
Dolphins” took away the victory and
enjoyed their prize. At midnight the hotel
team served a sparkling wine in glasses
that we could take with us as a souvenir.
And so, we celebrated the New Year into
the early hours.

Happy New Year Everyone!!



.

a 11 FTuesday 1StJanuar 2019

Sea day, en route to Antarctica

GPS 08.00 Position: 57° 21’S / 039° 16'W
Wind: N 7-8 Sea State: rather rough Weather: Foggy- overcast Air Temp: +2 °C Sea
Temp: +2 °C

After a nice celebration at the lounge the night before, between some smiles, stories, and few drinks, Lynn
gave us the first lovely wake-up call of the year 2019, at 7:30, and thirty minutes later breakfast was ready.
First, the fresh faces appeared and, later on, little by little the late ones arrived at the dining room with
some really tired faces. It was hard to tell if the rough sea or last night’s celebrations were the main cause
of these faces.

A few hours later, Adam
delivered his presentation
about his job as a Boating
Officer on South Georgia. It
was full of interesting
anecdotes, challenges he
faced, and captured the spirit
of his time there. Before lunch
and to make our first day of
the year very interesting at
sea, Laura (our Snow Queen)
lectured about the ice, the
different types, the dynamics

when it starts flowing and the impact of climate change on it in Antarctica.



After the great meal served by the galley team, we had the
chance to rest a bit from the previous night, we had a few
hours free. We recovered energies and relaxed until the
next talk that Adam offered about Shackleton, a story of
Endurance. He not only explained about Sir Ernest
Shackleton and his life before the experience that made him
famous along the years for, but also the heroism and
fortitude in every detail of the failed expedition that
became one of the most transcendental in the Polar
regions’ pioneers. To keep the nice and relaxed mood that
comes from with the holidays, the talk was followed by a
very special toast to the achievements to this explorer and
his men. The toast was made using a special edition of the
Shackleton whisky, remade from some samples taken from
bottles found almost a century later in the remains of the
camps used by the brave group of people who took part in
the story. This toast is part of a tradition usually carried out
where Shackleton is buried at Grytviken, however, because
of the nasty weather when we were over there, it was held

over until the later date. Adam gave emotional homage to all these great men that explored and
conquered Antarctica. Cheers!

This day was also a bit different from the others, because there
was no recap planned. Instead the staff team, led by Adam and
Sara, conducted an auction to benefit the South Georgia
Heritage Trust. This charity has founded the rat eradication
project on the island and is continuing to raise money for
monitoring and future protection projects in the area. This time
the auction had some exclusive, limited edition items that even
the staff team was excited to make big bids for, to end up being
the owner of one of them and contributing to the cause. At the
end of the day the money raised was over 2400 euros! The
auction was followed by another of Head Chef Ralf’s delicious
diners and everyone went to bed early. It was a quiet evening in
the lounge.



Day 12 — Wednesday 2"? January 2019

South Orkneys & Sea day, en route to Antarctica

GPS 08.00 Position: 60° 46’S / 045° 21'W

Wind: WSW -5 Sea State: Slight Weather: Cloudy Air Temp: +3 °C Sea Temp: +1 °C

The day started early, for some people, with a
beautiful sunrise around 3:00 am that pierced
through the fog and the clouds. However, most
of us were still deeply asleep. Around 6:00 am,
some people decided to wake up too, to have a
look at all the icebergs that were floating
around the South Orkney Islands. Welcome to
Antarctica! We were slowly making our way
down the island to reach Shingle Cove on
Coronation Island, zig zagging around the giant,
mainly tabular, icebergs. With the morning
light, the blue sky and the white of the ice, we
could take some really colorful photos. At
7:00 am, when Lynn did her morning wake-up
call, most of us were already in the Lounge or
on the bridge to try to sight these white giants.
Some Humpback and Fin whales were sighted
around the ship, which was a nice extra to this
beautiful morning.

During the morning call, Lynn told us that we
will reach Coronation Island around 10:00 am
and we were still hopeful to be able to go on
shore. Meanwhile, we went downstairs to
have another delicious breakfast while looking
at the icebergs through the windows. What an
amazing morning! We reached the island at
the right time and the weather conditions
seems to be favorable for us. A bit windy, but
in the bay, we were protected enough to be
able to drop the zodiacs in the water. As
usual, the expedition staff team went onshore
first to assess the conditions. Green light for
us at the gangway. We could go on shore to
have a look at the Adelie penguin colony. The
bay that we were anchored in was beautiful,
with glacier falling into the water surrounded
by big black rock peaks.
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When we arrived at the beach, we were
welcomed by our favorite Elephant seals
molting on the beach, while a Weddell
seal tried to hide in with the Elephant
seals ... Nice try! We tried to keep a
reasonable distance from them because
molting takes a lot of their energy and we
did not want to disturb their resting time.
On our way to the colony, we avoided the
cliffs because there were some petrels
nesting on the rock. Finally, after a 10 min
walk, we saw the little funny creatures
that are Adélie Penguins. We spent most
of the time observing them walking
between the colony and the water and
listening to the big chicks calling their
parents for some food. Some skuas were
flying around trying to find an easy target
like an isolated chick or a weak adult for
their next meal. We also had the chance to
sight some Snow petrels and a fully white
giant petrel that was lacking pigmentation
in all but a few faethers. 12:00 pm, time to
go back on board to have another tasty
lunch. It was an amazing introduction to
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Antarctic scenery and we got more excited about the days to come.

After lunch, we had a bit of free time for a
short nap or to go back to the lounge/on the
bridge to enjoy the view, more icebergs and
hopefully sight some whales or rare birds. At
3:00 pm, Katja gave a talk about life down in
Antarctica. She spent one winter and several
summers down there as a scientist and she
talked passionately about her experience on
the different bases she worked at. In total, she
spent three years of her life in Antarctica. It
was a really inspiring talk about the experience
of a lifetime. Later, Sonja gave us a talk about
ecology and exploitation in the Southern
Ocean. This talk was taking a step back in
history to the sealing period, the whaling years,
and into modern fishing of krill and Patagonian
toothfish. This talk was really interesting and
gave us a lot to think about, especially the
sensitivity of the different species of the
Southern Ocean to change in their
environment. Finally, like every night, we were invited to a short recap. Surprisingly, Lynn kept it short,
probably because the next day was a sea day. We also had Katja, who talked about the third man that
seems to appear in extreme situations, Laura who explained what a tabular iceberg was and Sonja who
gave us some tips to recognize different types of whale from our pictures.




Day 13 — Thursday 3'January 2019

Sea day, en route to Antarctica

GPS 08.00 Position: 61° 51’S / 052° 13'W
Wind: S 4-5 Sea State: Slight Weather: overcast Air Temp: +0 °C Sea Temp: +1 °C

The day started in a manner unlike others, we were woken by the voice of one of the guests, this was the
result of a successful bid for the ‘privilege’ of doing the morning wake-up call at the on-board auction. The
‘lucky’ guest certainly made quite an impression with his wake-up call and seemed to enjoy his few
minutes of stardom with the Plancius PA system.

Outside it was a little gloomy and overcast but
there were still a few birds flying around the
ship and, every so often, we could also see the
odd giant iceberg floating in the distance, most
of which were being pushed towards us from
the Weddell Sea.

After breakfast most of us headed up into the lounge for
the first lecture of the day, ‘An Introduction to
Antarctica’, which was delivered by Katja. It was a perfect
mix of geography, geology and history and modern-day
politics. The last section of the talk was dedicated to some
of the weird and wonderful facts about Antarctica, which
only added to our intrigue and excitement for the seventh
continent.
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The second presentatlon of the day was given by Sonja and it was about the ‘Ice Seals’ that we would hope

; R to see over the forthcoming days. She
explained the differences between the three
main species, Crabeater, Weddell and
Leopards and how they are so well adapted
to their polar environment. She also spoke
about their historical and future threat and,
consequently, their population trends.
Fingers crossed, we would encounter a few
of these new species in the next few days.
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After lunch, we were given a very interesting
talk by Ralf, Head Chef on board, about what
it is like to cook for a ship full of passengers
and crew in the polar regions. Everything was




covered from logistics, ordering, recycling, challenges of resupply in remote places, and improvisation on
board with menus and different dietary requirements. We learned a lot about how much food was used,
including 4,500 eggs, 400 litres of milk - in fact 10,000 kg of food in total for our trip. No wonder we all feel
so well fed on this voyage! Everyone who attended was fascinated by what Ralf had to say and he happily
answered a lot of quirky questions. It certainly made our weekly shop at the supermarket seem very easy

in comparison.

The ocean was surprisingly calm with a light
wind, which made the crossing quite

comfortable. At 4 pm, it was time for our |

Antarctic Biosecurity, which involved us
heading to the lounge to vacuum out our
outer clothing and bags. Having already
done this before landing in South Georgia,
we were familiar with the process so was
carried out with the utmost efficiency,
leaving plenty of time to enjoy the
obligatory afternoon tea or cake or to get
some fresh air on the outside decks before
the evening recap. During the biosecurity,
two lucky guests had the chance to steer
the ships for a few minutes. Luckily, we did
not find an iceberg...

Before the recap, the sun showed up and we all
head out outside to try to sight some whales. We
saw some blows from further. However, just
enjoying a bit of sun was all we needed. During
recap Lynn informed us about the plans for the
next day, which was followed by two short recaps.
The first was by Katja about Mount Erebus, the
active volcano in Antarctica and this was followed
by Fritz and two birds we saw today, the Southern
Fulmar and the Snow stern. After another
excellent meal prepared by our Galley Team, some
headed to the Lounge for a quick night cap before
heading off to bed full of anticipation for what was
about to come: the Antarctic Peninsula itself!



Day 14 - Friday 4" January 2019

Paulet Island & Brown Bluff, Antarctica

GPS 08.00 Position: 57° 21’S / 039° 16’'W

Wind: SE 2-3 Sea State: Calm, rippled Weather: Sunny Air Temp: +2 °C Sea Temp: +1 °C
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In the morning, Plancius sailed into the

+ Antarctic Sound. The ones that got up

at 2:30 am had the chance to enjoy a
majestic sunrise among the mountains
covered in snow and ice. That was not
the last surprise of the morning... Our
specialist and bird lover, Fritz, spotted
a juvenile Emperor penguin
comfortably posing on an iceberg.
Captain Artur and his team sailed
gently in its direction. That was a
“Bingo” call that we could add at our
penguin list of Antarctica!! =)
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Around 9:00 am, the Captain moved
the ship into position at Paulet Island,
our first destination for this Sunday
morning. From the Bridge, we could
see the Adelie penguin colony and the
remains of the hut that was left by
the Nordenskjold Expedition led by
Captain Larsen on the island, back in
1903. It was a beautiful sunny
morning and there were a lot of ice
floating around. For safety Plancius
did not anchor, so she could move
quickly if needed. While passengers

were still taking pictures and zodiacs were hanging on the crane, the staff members were very excited to
get to our first landing in Antarctica between spectacular icebergs and wildlife.



After a 5-minute zodiac drive from
the vessel to Paulet, the expedition
team welcomed and briefed us very
carefully about how to move and
were to go on this landing site full of
Adelies and Shags. There were Adelie
penguins everywhere going from the
colony to the ocean and back. It was
hard to avoid them, especially
because there are around 100,000
breeding pairs sharing this tiny rock.
You could see chicks that were

around 1 month old and were surprisingly big in comparison to their parents. Adam and Lynn tried very
hard to open a route to get to the remains of the old historical hut, but they had to abandon the mission
after many failed attempts because it was impossible to walk without disturbing the wildlife. On the other
side of the accessible area, Fritz showed everybody the way to the Blue eyed shag colony and pointed out

some beautiful chicks.

When we thought that the first landing could not
get better, we got a nice surprise from the staff.
During our way back to Plancius, the drivers took
us on a short cruise between the icebergs and ice
floes where some penguins were enjoying the
great weather by jumping in and out of the bright
blue water, giving us a wonderful show. Also, we
carefully approached in a safe distance to a
sleeping Crabeater seal.
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Following lunch, weather was still incredible and, during the navigation to the next landing site, clouds,
tabular icebergs and birds were part of an amazing postcard picture that everybody wanted to capture.

MATIC GEOLOGICAL
ANTARCTICA
159
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As we are all aware, weather is unpredictable
and changeable in Antarctica. After an hour of
sailing, the clouds appeared in the distance and
just in few minutes we got surrounded by gray
sky, some rain and gusts of wind picking up
blowing away the chances of an afternoon
landing in Brown Bluff -- a story many of the
early 20th-century explorers would have found
familiar! This change in the program gave the
opportunity for Laura to lecture about the
geology of Antarctica; a very complete overview
to understand the beauty hidden under the vast
ice sheet that gives the nickname of “White
Continent”. The afternoon went slowly but
nicely with a silvery-grey sky and beautiful
views of the icebergs and the Antarctic
continent. Like every day, we ended with a

short recap — this time Lynn promised us a continental landing for the following day. After a delicious
dinner, we went back to the bar to chat with other passengers, have a last drink or play some card games.



Day 15 — Saturday 5" January 2019

Portal Point & Cierva Cove, Antarctica

GPS 08.00 Position: 64° 29’S / 061°43'W
Wind: W-3 Sea State: Smooth, Ice Weather: Cloudy Air Temp: +4 °C Sea Temp: +1 °C

After a night of sailing south in fog and drifting
snow, we awoke to Plancius turning into
iceberg-filled Charlotte Bay, surrounded by
glaciers and some of the 800 m high peaks of
the Antarctic Peninsula. The snowy grey
weather and dramatic icy scenery certainly
conveyed to us that we were now truly in the
Antarctic realm.

After breakfast, we zodiaked ashore to the
continent in a small rocky cove surrounded by
glaciers, next to the snow dome of Portal Point where we set foot ashore on the Antarctic continent
proper. Walking on shore was
soft due to the white snow
cover, which made for a nice
contrast to the penguin poo
covered gravel of Paulet Island
yesterday. Most  of us
completed the circular walk
around the snow dome to
enjoy some snowy fun and
spectacular  views  across
Charlotte Bay. A rogue Gentoo
and Chinstrap penguin
provided some wildlife
entertainment in this otherwise
quiet icy world. After having
worked up a sweat stomping
across mushy snow, a large
group of intrepid explorers took
to the icy waters cheered on by
a larger crowd of onlookers. To
everyone who undertook the
polar plunge — we salute your
bravery (or shall we say __
craziness?). The zodiacs then
quickly whisked the swimmers
back to the Plancius for a well-
deserved hot shower followed
by another yummy buffet FESSEEE==————

lunch. Portal Point also marked our southernmost point of our polar adventure at 64° 29’S.




After a two-and-a-half-hour sail north, we reached
the spectacular site for our afternoon’s zodiac
cruise in the ice-strewn Cierva Cove. Half the group
of passengers remained on the Plancius where
Adam entertained them with a talk about sledge
dogs in Antarctica, while the other group explored
Cierva Cove in seven zodiacs. The weather was
glorious yet overcast giving us excellent calm
conditions for many spectacular iceberg photos as
the intense shades of blue of the ice really was
brought out in the soft light. We visited a small
island with a colony of chinstrap penguins and
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watched in delight as those hardy little birds launched themselves onto the wave-washed rocks to then

climb up to their nests on top of the island. After
cruising, past some spectacular icebergs, we
reached the Gentoo penguins nesting just next
door to the Argentine summer base Primavera. A
small yacht was moored in the cove below the
base. The Argentine flag was flying at the mast
and a couple of windows were open in the
buildings suggesting that the base was indeed
occupied. While cruising through brash ice, we
listened to the crackling and popping of the
melting ice releasing pure air trapped when the
glacial ice had formed 1000+ years ago. As we
cruised amongst the larger grounded icebergs, we



spotted several seals hauled out on icebergs, most of them being leopard seals with a few crabeaters and
one Weddell seal thrown in to test our seal ID skills. A few zodiac groups were lucky enough to witness the
collapse of an iceberg from a safe distance, while others were treated to close up views of a Minke whale
as well as a mother-calf pair of Humpback whales.

The end of each cruise came all too soon, and everyone was reluctant to return to the ship where the
wonderful hotel team welcomed us with rum-fortified hot chocolate. What better way to end such a truly
spectacular day in Antarctica? We continued to enjoy the great views from the dining room during dinner,
and the bar was abuzz afterwards with the sound of happy voices discussing the overwhelming
experiences of the day. The gentle roll of the Plancius reminded us that we were headed for the more
open waters of the Bransfield Strait which we would cross during the night to reach our next day’s
destinations in the South Shetland Islands.



Day 16 — Sunday 6" January 2019
Yankee Harbour & Half Moon Bay, Antarctica

GPS 08.00 Position: 62° 39’S / 059°47'W
Wind: N -3 Sea State: Smooth Weather: Overcast Air Temp: +7 °C Sea Temp: +1 °C

We had an early start today; as Lynn’s
voice came over the speaker, we eagerly
readied ourselves for our last day in
Antarctica. We had pastries that were
available in the bar, which helped us to
wake up on this early morning. The sun
was hiding behind the cloud, but you
could feel it was the beginning of another
great day. We set off in the zodiacs at
5:30.

We went to Yankee Harbour, a large
natural harbour set against the
mountains with a protective spit of
cobbles and rocks stretching out toward
an old navigation marker. The low-lying
spit protects the harbour that was used
by sealers and whalers many years ago. It
takes its name from the numerous
American ships that used to anchor and
operate there. An old try pot used to
melt seal and whale blubber lays broken
at the top of the harbour and serves as a
reminder of the area’s history. Nestled at
the bottom of the mountain not far from
the landing site is a colony of Gentoo
penguins, which with their chicks made a distinctive calling noise and stinking smell. Finally, on the other
side of the beach, at the end of the spit, after passing a male fur seal were two sleepy Weddell seals.




We went back to Plancius just in time for breakfast and the ship
was repositioned a short distance away to Half Moon Island. Half
Moon is home to a large number of Chinstrap penguins that nest
amongst the rocks. Also, we could also see the chicks of Kelp
gulls on the outcrops, almost camouflaged in their lightly
speckled downy feathers. On the other side of the landing,
closer to another Argentinian base, we had two Weddell seals
gracefully sleeping on the snow. Half Moon gave us the chance
to enjoy a final encounter with the amazing wildlife of Antarctica
amongst some great scenery. Also, it gave us the chance for a bit
of exercise before heading to sea toward the mysterious Drake
Passage. We headed back to our floating home and enjoyed
lunch as the ship slowly made its way toward the Drake Passage.

In the afternoon, Adam gave a presentation about dogs in
Antarctica and Katja a lecture about climate change. At recap
Sonja told us about a scientific paper that was written about
penguin poo and Sara spoke about superstitions at sea, we then
went down to dinner and enjoyed a relaxing evening on board
and an early night after waking up so early in the morning.




Day 17 — Monday 7" January 2019

Sea day, en route to Ushuaia

GPS 08.00 Position: 59 °32’S / 062°11'W
Wind: SW-4 Sea State: Slight Weather: Overcast Air Temp: +1 °C Sea Temp: +3 °C

After a smooth night, we were facing a
bright shining morning. Breakfast provided
us with enough energy to look out for
whales and seabirds. But, because we were
again so lucky with the weather, not many
birds appeared. Not enough wind! A single
Black-browed albatross, a Northern and
some Southern Giant Petrels were around
the ship.

At 10:30 am, Adam started his lecture about
Scott and Amundsen’s race to the South
Pole. Thereby, he focused not too much on
their unequal race but more on the
personalities of Amundsen and Scott and
their fellows. It was an incredible story
about two men that try to reach one of the
most inaccessible points in the world.

While Plancius was moving with the swell, a
delicious plated lunch was served at noon in
the dining room. After that, the sun came
out and some of us went straight out on
decks to look for birds and whales while
others chilled in the observation lounge.
Despite less wind, two Light-mantled Sooty
Albatrosses, and a couple of Wandering
Albatrosses and a Blue Petrel appeared near
the ship and began to soar around the ship.




was Happy Hour at the bar, yeah!

In the afternoon, we handed our boots
over. This is another sign that the trip is in
the home stretch. Around 3:30 pm, Fritz
presented his lecture about the important
topics of environmental protection in
Antarctica and finally gave some hints of
how everybody can contribute to
environmental protection in general. At
5:30 pm, Sara presented the photo
competition. All submitted pictures in each
category, ice, wildlife and people, were
presented two times. After that, everyone
had the chance to vote for his or her
favorite picture. At the same time there

Before the daily recap, Szuszanna provided us with important information for the next day in terms of
disembarkation and payments. After that, Katja spoke about the purposeful manipulation of pictures taken
of the polar explorers by the photographers themselves, before the invention of Photoshop. To finish, Fritz
presented a little quiz about bird records. These were indeed fun facts!

As we enjoyed our delicious dinner, Plancius was softly moving from one side to the other, which was the
perfect preparation for a peaceful night. For some of us, the evening had just started. We gathered in the
bar and were cheering about the funny pictures of the photo competition. The day ended with a beautiful
sunset over the horizon. It was another awesome day at sea, but we could feel the end of the trip which

made us feel a bit nostalgic.




Day 18 — Tuesday 8" January 2019

Drake Passage, en route to Ushuaia

GPS 08.00 Position: 55 °53’S / 065°39'W
Wind: ESE -4 Sea State: Slight Weather: Sunny Air Temp: +6 °C Sea Temp: +6 °C

The morning started with the usual wake up and call

to breakfast, whereas always, ‘the doors to the

dining room are open’. The sun was shining outside,

the sea was pretty smooth, and the wind was light,

our Drake Passage had been pretty comfortable so
far.

A leisurely breakfast was followed mid-morning by
Fritz telling us of his work as part of a bi-national
inspection team. This involved traveling to some of

the remotest areas of Antarctica for his job and
. inspecting activities being carried out there. A bit of
free time then followed where we relaxed around
the ship and enjoyed the crossing of the Drake
Passage as we drew nearer to the coast of South America. We enjoyed a plated lunch in the dining room
prepared for us by Head Chef Ralf and his international team.

In the afternoon Adam gave us a presentation about the British wartime activity in Antarctica that

concerned science and sovereignty, Operation Tabarin were the SSSEEEE=— 4
military activity that ultimately led to the first sustained use of /
-

dogs in Antarctica, the Post Office at Port Lockroy and was the &= \.:
building blocks of what became British Antarctic Survey. k

A bit of time to relax or to start packing our gear then followed, and at 6:00 pm we enjoyed Captain’s
cocktails hosted by Captain Artur. After we had toasted the success of our trip, we enjoyed a slide show
covering all of our trip which had been made by Sara; this brought to the front of our minds the emotions
we felt, the experiences we had and the friends we had made over the past 19 days.

We were called to dinner for the last time of this trip on board Plancius. We were slowly sailing down the
Beagle Channel, and after dinner we could begin to distinguish the lights of Pto Williams, then finally the



lights of Ushuaia. Most of us went up to the lounge for a last night on the ship while the vessel was
approaching the harbour.



Day 19 — Wednesday 9" January 2019

Disembarkation in Ushuaia, Argentina

GPS 08.00 Position: 54 °53’S / 067°52'W

We awoke this morning in Ushuaia, Argentina. As we disembarked it seemed strange not to be getting into
zodiacs, not to be wearing life jackets, not to be turning our tags and to be heading for our first dry landing
in weeks...

We are back in the real world; back from our remarkable journey to the Falkland Islands, to South Georgia
and to Antarctica. Our glimpse into life in these remote (and sometimes inhospitable) places is something
we will treasure for the rest of our lives as we meander through our photos and revisit memories of
penguins, seals, whales and shipboard friends from Plancius.

So, breakfasted and clutching our passports, we descended the gangway and headed our many different

ways — into Ushuaia for final souvenir shopping, to hotels or straight to the airport. May our journey home
go smoothly.

Total distance sailed on our voyage:

3566 Nautical Miles

Your Expedition Team:




On behalf of everyone on board we thank you for traveling with us and wish you a safe
journey home.



PHOTOGRAPHY
CONTEST 2019

Your chance to win a € 1000 gift
voucher for your next polar adventure.

EVERYONE KNOWS A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS,
BUT DID YOU KNOW THAT YOUR PHOTOS MIGHT NOW ALSO BE
WORTH A € 1000 GIFT VOUCHER?

Share your experience!

Did you catch a rare seabird on the fly? Do you have a panorama of the
Northern Lights filling the sky? Did you get up close and personal with a
penguin? Did you capture a look of awe or wonder on a fellow passenger’s
face?

If you've been a passenger on any one of our past voyages we want to see
your pictures.

You're free to send in as many pictures as you wish. The best pictures are
the ones that capture what it's like to take one of our special expeditions to
the remote and beautiful ends of the Earth.

PRIZES
@ €1000

GIFT VOUCHER

for Oceanwide Expeditions

€ 500 gift voucher

for Oceanwide Expeditions

€ 250 gift voucher

for Oceanwide Expeditions

UPLOAD YOUR PHOTO AT

WWW.OCEANWIDE-EXPEDITIONS.COM/GALLERY

The size of your photo should be between 2MB and 8MB. Our lucky winners will be contacted by e-mail and
Facebook by 30 April 2019. The photography contest runs from 01 November 2018 until 31 March 2019,

Read the terms and conditions of the contest on www.oceanwide-expeditions.com/page/contest-terms

OCEANWIDE

EXPEDITIONS

WWW.OCEANWIDE-EXPEDITIONS.COM
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Birds and Marine Mammals of the Antarctic region including Falkland Islands and South Georgia

English Latin German French Dutch 22-dec | 23-dec | 24-dec | 25-dec | 26-dec | 27-dec | 28-dec | 29-dec | 30-dec | 31-dec| 1-an | 2-jan | 3-an | 4-jan | S-an | 6-an | 7-jan | 8-jan
Emperor Penguin Aptenodytes forsteri Kaiserpinguin Manchot Empereur Keizerpinguin X
King Penguin Aptenodytes patagonicus Kénigspinguin Manchot royal Koningspinguin X X X X
Adélie Penguin Pygoscelis adeliae Adéliepinguin Manchot Adélie Adélie-pinguin X X X X
Gentoo Penguin Pygoscelis papua papua ingui Manchot Papou inguir X X X X X X
Chinstrap Penguin Pygoscelis antarctica Kehlstreifpinguin (Zigelpinguin) Manchot a jugulaire inguin X X X X X
Macaroni Penguin Eudyptes chrysolophus fpinguin Gorfou doré Macaroniepinguin X X
Magellanic Penguin Spheniscus magellanicus Magellanpinguin Manchot de Magellan Magelhaenpinguin X X X X
Wandering Albatross Diomedea exulans Wanderalbatros Albatros hurleur Grote albatros X X X X X X
Northern Roval Albatross Diomedea sanfordi Nérdlicher Kdnigsalbatros Albatros royal du Nord Noordelijke koningsalbatros
Southern Royal Albatross Diomedea epomophora Kdnigsalbatros Albatros royal du Sud Zuidelijke koningsalbatros X X X
Black-browed Albatross Diomedea melanophris Schwarzbrauenalbatros Albatros a sourcils noirs Wenkbrauwalbatros X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Grey-Headed Albatross Diomedea chrysostoma Graukopfalbatros Albatros a téte grise Griiskopalbatros X X X
Light-Mantled Sooty Albatross Phoebetria palpebrata Graumantel-RuRalbatros Albatros fuligineux Roetkopalbatros X X X X X
Northern Giant-Petrel Macronectes halli Nérdlicher Riesensturmvogel Pétrel de Hall Noordelijke reuzenstormvogel X X X X X X X X
Southern Giant-Petrel Macronectes giganteus Sudlicher Riesensturmvogel Pétrel géant Zuidelijke reuzenstormvogel X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Southern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialoides Silberssturmvogel Fulmar argenté Zuidelijke stormvogel X X X X X X X
Cape Petrel (Pintado) Daption capensis Kapsturmvogel Damier du Cap Kaapse duif X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Antarctic Petrel Thalassoica antarctica WeiRfliigelsturmvogel Pétrel Antarctique Antarctische stormvogel X
Snow Petrel Pagodroma nivea Schneesturmvogel Pétrel des neiges Sneeuwstormvogel X X X
Blue Petrel caerulea Blausturmvogel Pétrel bleu Blauwe stormvogel X X X X
White-chinned Petrel Procellaria aequinoctialis WeiBkinnsturmvogel Puffin @ menton blanc Witkinstormvogel; Witkeelstormvogel X X X X X X X X X
Soft-Plumaged Petrel Pterodroma mollis Weichfedersturmvogel Pétrel Soveux Donsstormvogel
Great-winged Petrel Pterodroma macroptera Langfligel-Sturmvogel Pétrel noir
Atlantic Petrel Pterodroma incerta Schlegelsturmvogel Pétrel de Schlegel
Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus Dunkelsturmtaucher Puffin fuligineux Grauwe piilstormvogel X X X X
Great Shearwater Puffinus gravis GroRer Sturmtaucher Puffin majeur Grote pijlstormvogel X X X X
Antarctic Prion Pachyptila desolata Taubensturmvogel Prion de la désolation Antarctische prion X X X X X X X X X X X X
Fairy Prion Pachyptila turtur Feensturmvogel Le Prion colombe Duifprion
Slender-billed Prion Pachyptila belcheri Belcher-Sturmvogel Le Prion de Belcher Dunbekprion X X X X X
Wilson’s Storm-Petrel Oceanites oceanicus BuntfuBsturmschwalbe Océanite de Wilson Wilson stormvogeltie X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Black-bellied Storm-Petrel Fregetta tropica Schwarzbauchmeerlaufer Océanite a ventre noir Zwartbuikstormvogeltje X X X X
Grey-backed Storm-Petrel Oceanites nereis Grauriicken-Sturmschwalbe Océanite néréide Griisrugstormvogeltje
Common Diving-Petrel Pelecanoides (urinatrix) berard Lummensturmvogel Puffinure plongeur Alkstormvogeltje ? X
Magellanic Diving-Petrel Pelecanoides magellani Magellan-Lummensturmvogel Puffinure de Magellan Magelhaen Alkstormvogeltie
Imperial (Blue Eyed) Shag Phalacrocorax atriceps Blauaugenscharbe Cormoran impérial Keizeraalscholver; Blauwoogaalscholver X X X X
Antarctic Shag Phalacrocorax bransfieldensis Antarktikscharbe Cormoran (impérial) antarctique Keizeraalscholver; Blauwoogaalscholver X X X X X
Snowy (Pale-faced) Sheatbill Chionis alba WeiBgesicht-Scheidenschnabel Chionis — Bec en fourreau Poolkip X X X X X X X X
Chilean Skua Catharacta chilensis Chileskua Labbe du Chili Chileense skua X X X
South Polar Skua Catharacta maccormicki Siidpolarskua Labbe de Mac Cormick Zuidpooljager
Sub-Antarctic (Brown) Skua Catharacta lonnbergi Braune Skua (Subantarktikskua) Labbe brun Subantarctische Grote Jager X X X X X X X X X X
Dolphin Gull Larus scoresbii Blutschnabelméwe Goéland de Scoresby Dolfijnmeeuw X X X X
Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus Dominikanerméwe Goéland dominicain Kelpmeeuw X X X X X X X X X X X X
South American Tern Sterna hirundinacea Falklandseeschwalbe Sterne hirundinacée Zuid-Amerikaanse visdief X X X X
Antarctic Tern Sterna vittata Antarktisseeschwalbe (Antipoden-) |Sterne couronnée i n X X X X X X X X
Arctic tern Sterna paradisaea U Sterne arctique Noordse stern
Specific to Falkland Islands 22-dec | 23-dec | 24-dec | 25-dec | 26-dec | 27-dec | 28-dec | 29-dec | 30-dec | 31-dec| 1-jan | 2-jan | 3-an | 4-an | 5an | 6jan | 7-an | 8jan
Rockhopper Penguin Eudyptes chrysocome Felsenpinguin Gorfour sauteur Zuidelijke Rotspinguin X
Rock Shag Phalacrocorax magellanicus Felsenscharbe Cormoran de Magellan Magelhaenaalscholver X X X
Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax falklandicus | Nachtreiher Bihoraux gris des Falkland Falkland kwak X
Upland Goose (¢ picta Ouette de Magellan X X
Kelp Goose (¢ hybrida Kelpgans Ouette marine Kelpgans X X
Ruddy-headed Goose cf rubidiceps Ouette a téte rousse X
Flying Steamer Duck Tachyeres i L fliigel-D: de goni Vliegende booteend
Falkland Flightless Steamer Duck Tachyeres brachypterus Falkland-Dampfschiffente des X X
Crested Duck L specularioides Canard huppé X
Chiloe Wigion Anas sibilatrix Chil Canard de Chiloé Chileense smient
Specled Teal Anas flavirostris Chile-Krickente Sarcelle tachetée Chileense taling
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura Tr i Urubu a téte rouge Falkland X X
Red-backed Hawk Buteo Rotriic Buse tricolore Roodrugbuizerd
Striated Caracara Phalcoboenus australis Falklandkarakara Caracara austral X
Crested Caracara Caracara plancus C Caracara huppé Zuidelijke Kuifcaracara
Magellan-Austernfischer Huitrier de Garnot X X
Blackish Oystercatcher ater Stidamerikanischer Austernfischer Huitrier noir Zuid 2warte scholekster X
Two-banded Plover Charadrius falklandicus Falkland-Regenpfeifer Pluvier des Falkland
Rufous-chested Dotterel Charadrius modestus Rotbrust- i Pluvier d'Urville Patagonische Plevier
ic Snipe Gallinago paraguaiae magellanica | Magellan-Bekassine Bécassine de Magellan Magelhaensnip
Falkland Skua Catharacta antarctica Falklandskua Labbe antarctique Falklandse grote jager X
Blackish Cinclodes (Tussack Bird) Cinclodes antarcticus antarcticus | Einfarb-Uferwipper Cinclode fuligineux Zwarte Wipstaart X
Dark-faced Ground-tyrant Muscisaxicola m. macloviana Maskentyrann Dormilon bistré (nominal) X
House Sparrow Passer domesticus Haussperling Moineau domestique Huismus X
Cobb's Wren Troglodytes cobbi Falklandzaunkonig Troglodyte de Cobb Cobbs Winterkoning X
Grass Wren Cistothorus platensis Seggen-Zaunkonig Troglodyte 3 bec court Falkland Zegge-winterkoning X
Chilean Swallow Tachycinata leucopyga Chile-Baumschwalbe Hirondelle du Chili Chileense zwaluw
Falkland Thrush Turdus falcklandii falcklandii Falklanddrossel Merle austral (Malouines) Falklandmerel X X
Long-tailed Meadow Lark Sturnella loyca falklandica Rotbrust-Soldatenstarling Sturnella loyca falklandica Falkland-Grote Weidespreeuw X
Correndera Pipit Anthus correndera Correnderapieper Pipit correndera Correndera pieper
Black-throated Finch Melanodera melanodera Schwarzkehl-Ammerfink Mélanodére a sourcils blancs X
Black-chinned Siskin Carduelis barbata Bartzeisig Chardonneret & menton noir Baardsijs X X




Perigrine Falcon

Falco peregrinus

Wanderfalke

Faucon pélerin

slechtvalk

Specific to South Georgia

South Georgia Shag Phalacrocorax georgianus Siidgeorgienscharbe Cormoran géorgien Zuid-Georgische aalscholver X X X X X

South Georgia Diving Petrel Pelecanoides georgicus Breitschnabel-Lummensturmvogel _[Puffinure de Géorgie du Sud Zuid-Georgisch alkstormvogeltje X

South Georgia Pipit Anthus antarcticus Riesenpieper Pipit antarctique Zuid-Georgische Pieper X X X

South Georgia (yellow-billed) Pintail Anas georgica georgica (Siidgeorgien- Canard a queue pointue de Géorgie |Zuid-Georgia pijlstaart X X X

Marine ! iferes Marin Zeezoogdieren 22-dec | 23-dec | 24-dec | 25-dec | 26-dec | 27-dec | 28-dec | 29-dec | 30-dec | 31-dec| 1-an | 2-an | 3-an | 4-jan | S-an | 6-an | 7-an | &jan
Southern Right Whale australis Stidkaper Baleine franche australe Zuidkaper

Antarctic Minke Whale Zwergwal Petit Rorqual antarctique Antarctische D X X

Humpback Whale Buckelw: Mégaptere (Baleine a bosse) Bultrug X X X X X X X X X X

Blue Whale musculus Blauwal Baleine bleue Blauwe Vinvis

Fin Whale physalus Finnwal Rorqual commun Gewone Vinvis X X

Sei Whale borealis Seiwal Rorgual boréal Zuidelijke Noordse Vinvis X X X

Southern Bottlenose Whale Hyperoodon planifrons sudlicher Entenwal Baleine 2 bec australe Zuidelijke Butskop

Long Finned Pilot whale Globicephala melas Grindwal Globicéphale noir Griend

Killer Whale Orcinus orca Schwertwal Orque Orka; Zwaardwalvis

Hourglass Dolphin Lagenorhynchus cruciger Lagénorhynque sablier dolfijn

Peale’s Dolphin Lagenorhynchus australis Pealedelfin Lagénorhynque 3 menton noir Dolfijn van Peale X

Dusky Dolphin Lagenorhynchus obscurus Schwarzdelfin Dauphin obscur Donkergestreepte dolfijn X
Commerson’s Dolphin C hus c C Dauphin de Commerson Kortsnuitdolfij X X

Leopard Seal Hydrurga leptonyx Seeleopard Léopard de mer d X X X B

Crabeater Seal Lobodon carcir Ki robbe Phogque crabier X

Weddell Seal L chotes weddelli Phogue de Weddell Weddell-zeehond X X X X

Southern Elephant Seal Mirounga leonin Stdlicher Eléphant de mer austral Zuidelijke Zeeolifant X X X X X X X

Antarctic Fur Seal Arctocephalus gazella Antarktischer Seebar Otarie a fourrure des Kerguelen Antarctische Pelsrob X X X X X X

Southern Sea Lion Otaria flavescens Mahnenrobbe Lion de mer d’Amérique du Sud Patagonische Zeeleeuw X X




Lynn Woodworth
Expedition Leader

Lynn comes from the mountains and lakes of western
Canada, where she first developed her love for remote
wilderness and cold water.

She started travelling at 17, and eventually settled in
Australia, where she completed two biology degrees,
including a PhD in conservation genetics, examining
Minimum Viable Population Size in wildlife.  While in
academia, Lynn lectured in topics ranging from population
and quantitative genetics to basic animal structure and
function, managed international conferences and research
labs, and worked briefly in biological patents. In her spare
time, she qualified as an Exotic Wildlife Zookeeper, and has
raised and released quite a range of orphaned marsupials,
kookaburras and the occasional snake.

Lynn’s first trip to the Antarctic happened by accident. In 1996, she was lucky enough to
join a Ross Sea voyage after her intended travel plans fell through. Two years later, she
began an around the world motorcycle trip by travelling down the coast of South America.
In Ushuaia, she left her motorcycle behind to sail to the Antarctic Peninsula. She was
hooked on Antarctica, and has been working in the polar regions ever since. She has
been to the Ross Sea region, and knows the Antarctic Peninsula, the Falklands and South
Georgia as well as some penguins.

In the northern summer, she has taken ships to arctic Canada, Iceland, Greenland,
Svalbard, Russia and the North Pole. Lynn stopped counting in 2007, at somewhere over
135 voyages, 17 different vessels, and more than two years of her life spent in the Drake
Passage. She has held most ship-based roles including lecturer, guide, zodiac driver,
Assistant Expedition Leader and Expedition Leader, and has also worked on shore as
Operations Manager. She has co-authored two books on Antarctica, ‘Antarctica The
Complete Story’ (published on three continents) and ‘The Blue Continent’ (released in 17
languages at last count).

Lynn still calls Australia home. She has recently moved from the big smoke of Sydney to
just South of Hobart, Tasmania - as close to Antarctica as she can get and still be in
Australia.



Dr Katja Riedel
Assistant Expedition Leader

Katja Riedel grew up in Germany where she studied and completed a PhD in Atmospheric
Chemistry. For her research she overwintered 1997 at the German Antarctic Base Neumayer
where she was responsible for the Atmospheric Observatory. Since then she has been on
several scientific expeditions to Antarctica, for example measuring ozone at Scott Base, drilling
ice cores at Law Dome and taking samples of 120,000 years old ice on Taylor Glacier in the Dry
Valleys.

She completed a course in Antarctic studies and worked for more than 12 years as a research
scientist in Wellington, New Zealand. Her research interests were greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere and in ice cores. Since 2011 she works as a guide and lecturer on expedition
cruises in the Arctic and Antarctic.

The Polar Regions have always fascinated Katja. On private adventures she skied over 220 km
through Svalbard, sailed in a small yacht to Antarctica, kayaked icy waters and worked as a
science assistance in Western Greenland. Her fondest memories of Antarctica are building a
24h sundial and sledging from Hut Point to the Erebus Ice Tongue. Most recently she skated
250 km across the frozen Lake Baikal in Siberia. Life is an adventure for Katja and whenever
she can she travels, hikes, cycles, sea-kayaks and skis to the remote and beautiful places on
earth.

When not traveling Katja lives in New Zealand and works as a freelance guide, science
communicator and photographer. She is fluent in both English and German.



Adam Turner, FRGS
Expedition Guide

Adam was brought up in countryside of Essex, England. He began sailing
at the age of 9 and began working on the local river aged 12 before leaving
school. By 16 he had a small fishing boat and was working on boatyards
and taking tourists to see the local seal colonies as well as helping out on
the local Lifeboat.

Adam then joined HM Forces and was posted to Northern Ireland and in
the UK, he also served in Kenya as a boat operator. In 2002 Adam joined
the Police and spent several years on a specialist unit working across the
UK with his search dog Charley.

Since being a young lad Adam had dreamt of working in the Antarctic like
his Uncle had done in the late 1980’s, and in 2014 Adam left the Police to
work as Boating Officer for British Antarctic Survey at King Edward Point,
South Georgia where he spent just over a year.

Adam studied at Middlesex University and often and gives lectures on
history, in 2017 he was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Geographical
Society, and he now works as guide and Consultant.

Adam hold a commercial masters certificate and instructs in several
marine disciplines, he enjoys diving, climbing, kayaking and outdoor
activities.



Sara Jenner
Expedition Guide

For as long as Sara could remember she has had a passion for travel and
searching for the wildest and most remote places on earth. Back in the UK
when she was only 10, she remembers trading in her favourite pink bicycle
for the money to start her travel fund. Every birthday and every Christmas
she added a little more in the kitty and finally, at 18 she realised her dream
of diving at the Great Barrier Reef! At that point, the travel addiction was
born!

Ever since Sara has been travelling the globe in search of wild and remote
places and has spent many months volunteering on wildlife conservation
projects in a bid to help some of our most iconic and endangered species.

Sara’s love of wildlife and the great outdoors has taken her to all seven
continents and she has travelled extensively in the polar regions including
the Antarctic Peninsula, Sub Antarctic Islands, Spitsbergen, Greenland,
Iceland, Baffin Island and Canadian High Arctic. Returning to the UK, Sara
used this knowledge to work in the travel industry as a polar specialist for
several years, until the travel bug again hit and Sara decided to swap life
on the land for a life at sea and has since been working as a part of the
Oceanwide Expedition team in both polar regions.

Sara is a keen photographer and when she is not wrapped up warm in the
polar regions she enjoys working as a photographic guide in Botswana, on
the beautiful Chobe River and Okavango Delta, so really has a life of two
halves.



Fritz Hertel
Expedition Guide

Fritz Hertel is from Germany and is an enthusiastic bird watcher with
almost worldwide birding experiences. Throughout his life he has
had a deep passion for nature and its conservation. Fritz is an
ecologist (M.Sc.) and he has been working for more than ten years
as a governmental environmentalist for the German Federal
Environment Agency where he is responsible for the protection of
the Polar Regions. This job already led him in the maritime part of
the Antarctic while supervising a research project and to remote
scientific stations in East Antarctica as member of an international
inspection team. For several years now, Fritz has been working
casually as a guide and lecturer on different cruise ships in the
Arctic and Antarctic.



Laura Mony
Expedition Guide

The ocean had always been part of Laura’s life. She started spending time
on sailing boat when she was a baby and she sailed around the world
crossing several oceans when she was between 12 and 14 years old. That
trip increased her passion for the ocean because she discovered its vastness
and its importance on the earth’s dynamic. Laura had the chance to start
traveling very young and has been all over the world alone, with a backpack,
with family or friends. These trips gave her the opportunity to develop an open
mind and an intellectual curiosity about the climate phenomena that govern
our planet.

Born in France, she grew up in the French part of Canada where she did her
bachelor's degree in Geological Engineering. During her bachelor’s degree,
she became fascinated by the polar regions and wanted to continue her
studies in that field. That is why, at the end of her degree, she left Canada
for Tasmania, Australia, to do her Master in Marine and Antarctic Science.
During that degree she deeply studied this fascinating continent with a
specialization in geophysics and glaciology.

Her guiding experience is a bit limited, however, she spent 5 years teaching
sailing where she learned how to drive zodiac and teaching technical skills to
the general public. It is during that time that she realised how essential the
interaction with people needed to be a part of her future job.



Sonja Heinrich
Expedition Guide

Sonja is an Associate Professor (Senior Lecturer) at the University of St Andrews
in Scotland (UK) where she teaches courses about marine mammals and
marine conservation. She is based at the renowned Sea Mammal Research Unit
which reflects her research interests in the furry (i.e. seals) and blubbery (i.e.
whales & dolphins) ocean predators. Sonja gained her PhD from St Andrews in
2006 for her work on sympatric ecology and conservation of coastal dolphins in
southern Chile. She also holds a Masters in Marine Science degree from the
University of Otago in New Zealand, and a general biology degree from the
University of Cologne in Germany. Her research activities and work as
guide/lecturer aboard expedition cruiseships have taken her all around the
globe, with a notable preference for remote cool-temperate and polar regions.

She has been to Antarctica every year since 1999, and since 2011 regularly
takes University students on research trips to the Antarctic Peninsula (usually
aboard Oceanwide’s MV Plancius!). A keen explorer of ocean and mountain
realms alike, Sonja is passionate about nature and the outdoors, loves horse-
riding when she is landlocked, enjoys scrambling up mountains, running in
coastal forests and rowing coastal skiffs. She is well versed in English, German
and Spanish. Sonja is looking forward to sharing her knowledge of and
enthusiasm for these magical polar places with you.



Benjamin Giunchi
Expedition Guide

Ben comes from the country side of Argentina, known as
“The Pampas”. Since he was very young, he has enjoyed
experiencing nature, but after a few years travelling he
discovered his passion for Patagonia and the mountains.
This also woke up a curiosity about glaciers and wildlife and
he became a guide around EIl Calafate and El Chaltén.

Having the chance to share some time with people around
the world, he turned into a Tour Leader to expand his
knowledge about culture in South America and took a few
courses that could take him closer to his dream...
Antarctica!!l

He has worked for Oceanwide for several years as camp
guide and expedition guide, and says “As we are probably
hitting a dram together, | invite you to share all the good vibes
and enjoy a unique place in the world and your life...
WELCOME TO YOUR ADVENTURE!”



A

OCEANWIDE

EXPEDITIONS

Captain Artur Iakovlev

Chief Officer:
2nd Officer:
3rd Officer:

Chief Engineer:

Hotel Manager:
Assist. Hotel Manager:
Head Chef:

Sous Chef:

Ship’s Physician:

Expedition Leader:

Assist. Expedition Leader:
Expedition Guide:
Expedition Guide:
Expedition Guide:
Expedition Guide:
Expedition Guide:
Expedition Guide:

and his international crew

Including:

Miia Holma
Romanas Vicas
Kirill Buriachek

Daniel Liliac-Zajontz
Zsuzsanna Varga
Bobby Manevski

Ralf Barthel

Ivan Ivanovic

Moniek Mestrum

AND
Lynn Woodworth
Katja Riedel
Adam Turner
Sara Jenner
Sonja Heinrich
Fritz Hertel
Laura Mony

Ben Giunchi

[Finland]
[Lithuania]
[Russia]
[Romania]
[Hungary]
[Macedonia]
[Germany]
[Serbia]
[Netherlands]

[Canada]
[NZ/Germany]
[UK]

[UK]
[Germany]
[Germany]
[Canada]
[Argentina]

Welcome you on board!



' Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica

OCEANWIDE Ushuaia
Sl b Saturday 22 December 2018

Welcome on board! Your luggage should already be in your cabin. Please check
that you are not missing anything and if there is a bag that does not belong to
you then please return it to Reception. Feel free to explore the ship. Coffee and
Tea is available in the Lounge on Deck 5.

~1715 Mandatory Safety and Lifeboat Briefing in the Lounge. ALL passengers are
required to attend this very important safety briefing.

~1800 Approximate sailing time. As we leave Ushuaia we recommend that you enjoy the
views from the outside decks as we sail out into the Beagle Channel.

~1815 Mandatory Safety Drill. We will conduct our safety drill in accordance with our
briefing. Please listen for alarms and announcements.

~1845 After our drill, we would like to invite you to the Lounge (Deck 5) for a welcome
from Expedition Leader Lynn Woodworth and an introduction to the ship by Hotel
Manager Zsuzsanna Varga.

Afterwards there will be Captain’s Cocktails! Captain Artur lakovlev invites you to
join him for a welcome drink in the Lounge, where you will also meet the rest of
Expedition Team.

1930 Dinner is served in the Dining Room located on Deck 3 behind reception. Bon
appétit!

Please ensure your valuables (cameras, computers, etc.)
are secure in your cabin to prevent any accidents.
Always keep at least one hand free to hold on to the ship.
Thank you.



' Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica
At Sea to the Falklands

OCEANWIDE Sunday 23 December 2018

0730

0800

0930

1100

1230

1500

1630

1700

1830

1900

EXRPER] TIO NS

First Wake Up call from your Expedition Leader Lynn. Good Morning!
Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

IAATO Briefing. Please join Lynn in the Lounge for the mandatory IAATO Briefing,
which will give you everything you need to know about how to behave when going
ashore on this voyage.

Marine Critters of the Falkland Islands. Please join Sonja for her broad-ranging
talk introducing the marine mammals of the South Atlantic, and the marine
ecosystem, penguins and other birds of the Falkland Islands. This will be in the
Lounge.

Lunch is served in the Dining Room.

Penguins. Sara will talk about the penguins we expect to see on our voyage,
showing some great photos and telling you more about these beguiling feathered
creatures. This will be in the Lounge.

Zodiac Briefing. This is a mandatory briefing for all passengers who wish to go
ashore during this voyage. It will outline our Zodiac operations on board Plancius.
Please come to the Lounge.

Boots! At this time, we would like to give you your Rubber Boots. We will call you
by Deck so please listen for announcements over the PA system. Bring a pair of
socks with you!

Recap. Please join Lynn and the Expedition team in the Lounge for the daily recap
and briefing. This is where we look back upon our day and outline plans for the

coming days.

Dinner is served in the Dining Room. Bon appétit.



' Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica
Carcass & Saunders Islands

OCEANWIDE Monday 24 December 2018

0645

0730

0830

1300

~1500

1900

~2030

EXRPER] TIO NS

Wake Up call. Good Morning!

At this time, we will be sailing through the Woolley Gut, a narrow channel
between West Point Island and the main island of West Falkland. It is a good area
for seeing birds and marine mammals.

Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

Carcass Island. At this time, we hope to be able to take you ashore on Carcass
Island. If the weather allows, we would like to offer a long hike, approx. 5 km from
Dyke Bay and Leopard Beach to the settlement for a delicious (complementary)
morning tea. For those not wanting to walk we will take you to the settlement
where you can explore the beach and nearby area and enjoy morning tea. Long
hikers will disembark first. Please listen for announcements.

Lunch is served in the Dining Room.

Saunders Island. This afternoon we hope to land at The Neck on Saunders Island
where we will find 4 species of penguins, including King Penguins. There is an
opportunity to walk along the coast to a Black browed albatross colony and
Rockhopper penguins. There is a white sand beach with plenty of penguins! Please
keep your distance from the penguins —in the Falklands, they request we keep 6m
from penguins.

Dinner is served in the Dining Room. Bon appétit.

Please join Lynn and the Expedition team in the Lounge for a quick outline of our
plans for tomorrow in Stanley.



' Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica

OCEANWIDE Stanley

0700

0730

~0830

1230

1600

1800

1900

EXPEDITIONS Tuesday 25 December 2018

Time for your Wake Up call. Good Morning!
Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

Stanley is the capital of the Falkland Islands and is a colourful little town. We will
take you to shore to land at a small jetty and from there you may explore the town
yourselves. The shops accept Pounds sterling, Euros and Dollars as well as major
credit/debit cards.

During the morning shuttles will be available from the jetty if you would like to
return to the ship.

Shuttles will run back to the ship from 1100 and last Zodiac back to the ship will
be at 1200.

A Special Christmas Lunch will be served in the Dining Room. Bon appétit and
Merry Christmas!

During the afternoon we will start sailing towards South Georgia, so please
remember to put your cameras and other breakables somewhere safe, and take
your anti-seasick medications if necessary.

Please join Adam in the Lounge for a short talk titled Albatross Taskforce. This talk
looks at the ways various international groups are aiding the protection of the

world’s albatross species.

Please join Lynn and the Expedition team in the Lounge for an extended Falkland
Island re-cap — bring your questions!

Dinner is served in the Dining Room. Bon appétit.



' Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica

OCEANWIDE At Sea to South Georgia
ERPERI TG NE Wednesday 26 December 2018

0730 Wake Up call. Good Morning!
0800 Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

1030 The Southern Ocean is a fantastic area for Sea-birds. Join Fritz in
the Lounge for a look at the different species we have seen and
hope to see during our voyage.

1230 Lunch is served in the Dining Room.

1500 Everybody loves to take photos, but often disappointment sets
in at home when you look at the picture. Please join Sara in the
Lounge for tips on How to take photos you are happy with.

1700 Whales of the Southern Ocean. We have been lucky already
and seen some whales on our trip and hope to see more. Please
join Sonja in the Lounge for a presentation about the whale
species of the southern seas and hear about some of the
ecology and research findings.

1830 Please join Lynn and the Expedition team in the Lounge for our
daily re-cap and plans the coming days.

1900 Dinner is served in the Dining Room. Bon appétit.



' Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica

At Sea to South Georgia

OCEANWIDE

e R e Thursday 27 December 2018

0730 Wake Up call. Good Morning!

0800 Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

0930 An Introduction to South Georgia. Adam will introduce the amazing
island of South Georgia. Please join him in the Lounge for a presentation
about this tiny rock in the middle of the Southern Atlantic Ocean.

1100 Seals of South Georgia. South Georgia is home to several seal species,
the most obvious of which are the Fur seals and Elephant seals. If you
would like to find out more about these marine mammals and why there
are here, join Sonja in the Lounge.

1230 Lunch is served in the Dining Room.

1430 Bio-security. Vacuum party! We will set up vacuums in the Lounge for
you to clean your outer gear prior to arrival in South Georgia. You will
need to sign a Declaration Form after cleaning. We will call you by deck
so please listen for announcements.

1830 Please join the Expedition team in the Lounge for our daily Recap.

1900 Dinner is served in the Dining Room. Bon appétit.



' Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica

OCEANWIDE salisbury Plain & Prince Olav Harbour

0700

0730

EXPEDITIONS Friday 28 December 2018

Wake Up call. Good Morning!

Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

~0830 Salisbury Plain. We hope to take you ashore on Salisbury Plain where there is

1230

1500

1830

1900

large King penguin colony. There will also be Fur seals and Elephant seals on the
beach. From the landing site we will guide you to the penguin colony to view
70,000 pairs of King penguins and their chicks.

Please be aware of the Fur seals on the beach and listen to the instructions of
your guides.

Buffet Lunch is served in the Dining Room.

Prince Olav Harbour. This afternoon we hope to take you on a Zodiac cruise in
Prince Olav Harbour. This will allow us to view an abandoned whaling station,
and visit a small lagoon where there are large numbers of seals and occasional
King penguins. We will cruise in 2 groups, please listen for announcements
regarding timings.

Group 1 (cabins 201 to 409) Please come to the gangway at 1500.
Group 2 (cabins 410 to 606) Please come to the gangway at 1630.

Please join Lynn and the Expedition team in the Lounge for our daily Recap.

Post-Christmas Gala Dinner! Now that we are in sheltered waters, which
means that you can enjoy dinner without needing to hold on to the table and
your wine glass, Chef Ralf would like to serve his Gala Dinner in the Dining
Room. Bon appétit.



' Falkland Islands, South Georgia and Antarctica

OCEANWIDE Cobblers Cove & Grytviken
EXPEDITIONS Saturday 29 December 2018

0700 Wake Up call. Good Morning!
0730 Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

The entrance to Cobblers Cove is a dramatic narrow channel through which you will glide
on the zodiac shuttle from Godthul. Once inside the bay the energetic hikers will head off
towards the Macaroni colony at Rookery Point, a round trip of 4 km. Those of a more
leisurely disposition can enjoy a zodiac cruise in search of Macaronis, Gentoo penguins and
Elephant seals; look up for the synchronized flight of courting Light mantled albatrosses!

0830 Hikers depart from the ship — you can leave rubber boots on shore.
0900 Zodiac cruisers depart from the ship

1230 Buffet Lunch is available in the Dining Room.

1400 Hikers for the Maiviken Hike depart from the ship. This 3.5 km long walk (200 m
ascent and descent) will lead over undulating terrain from Maiviken to the Whalers
church in Grytviken. After the walk you will have some time to visit the whaling
station and the museum. (If you want to wear hiking boots, we will transport your
rubber boots to Grytviken)

1500 Please come to the lounge for a presentation by staff from the Grytviken museum
about the work of the South Georgia Heritage Trust.

Afterwards we will bring you ashore at the Museum in Grytviken. Here you can join a
guided tour through the whaling station. Alternatively, you can roam freely and visit
the Church, museum, post office, gallery and the cemetery where Sir Ernest
Shackleton and Frank Wild rest. A toast will be offered at the gravesite at 1700. The
shop excepts credit cards, but prefers cash in form of S, £ or €.

1900 Please join the Expedition team in the Lounge for the daily Recap.

1930 Your dinner is served in the Dining Room. Bon appétit.

While we are in South Georgia we will be taking steps to prevent bird strikes on the ship. This will require all
curtains and blinds to be closed at dusk in order to minimise the amount of light outside the vessel. Please make
sure your cabin curtains are closed and turn off any unnecessary lights.




’ Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica

OCEANWIDE Ocean Harbour & Leith Harbour
EXPEDITIONS Sunday 30 December 2018
0700 Wake Up call. Good Morning!

0730

0830

1230

1500

1830

1900

Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

We plan to go ashore at Ocean Harbor this morning, where you can see South
Georgia’s only steam train guarded by penguins. There are, of course, many seals to
share the landing with, but there is also room to walk on the flats of the valley.
Walking out along the narrow coast of the bay, you can view the wreck of the
Bayard, a very picturesque home to many blue-eyed shags.

Buffet Lunch is served in the Dining Room.

Leith Harbour is best known for its whaling station, which is the largest in South
Georgia. Despite 50 years of abandonment, the atmosphere of the industrial
township is still evident. We would like to take you on a Zodiac cruise along the
waterfront. South Georgia rules require us to stay at least 200 m away from the
shore but you can see the decaying buildings and we hope to give you a glimpse of
the flensing plan and the blubber cookeries.

We will cruise in 2 groups, please listen for announcements regarding timings.

Group 1 (cabins 201 to 409) Please come to the gangway at 1500.
Group 2 (cabins 410 to 606) Please come to the gangway at 1630.

Please join the Expedition team in the Lounge for our daily Recap.

Dinner is served in the Dining Room. Bon appétit.



' Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica
Gold Harbour, Cooper Bay & Drygalski Fjord

OCEANWIDE Monday 31 December 2018

0445

0530

0800

1300

EXRPER] TIO NS

Wake Up call. Good Morning!
There will be pastries and, of course coffee and tea available in the Lounge at 0500

Gold Harbour. We hope to start taking you ashore at Gold Harbour. This is a very
scenic bay with high cliffs and a hanging glacier. On shore we will be able to get close
to a King penguin colony once more and will, of course find Elephant and Fur seals on
the beach. Please walk slowly amongst the seals and penguins. Just sit and enjoy
South Georgial

Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

Cooper Bay. Late morning, we hope to be able to take you out on a Zodiac cruise in
Cooper Bay to see some more Macaroni penguins. For this we will do 2 groups of
cruising and each group will be out for around 1 hour. Please listen for
announcements regarding timings.

Group 2 (cabins 410 to 606) will go first.
Group 1 (cabins 201 to 409) will go second.

Buffet Lunch is available in the Dining Room.

We hope to ship cruise into Drygalski Fjord before we leave South Georgia but this
will depend on our activities in the morning and the weather and sea conditions.

Before departing for Antarctica, we would like to get a group photo of all passengers and
crew. This will be outside on the deck behind the bridge, please listen for announcements.

1600

1800

1930

2130

Shackleton, a Story of Endurance. Please join Adam in the Lounge for his
presentation on Sir Ernest Shackleton and the Endurance, a tale of heroism and
fortitude.

Please join the Expedition team in the Lounge for an extended daily Recap.
Dinner is served in the Dining Room. Bon appétit.
Plancius Pub Quiz. Please join the Expedition team in the Lounge for the quiz to test

your knowledge of the voyage and the destinations we have travelled to. Sara will be
your Quiz Mistress. Teams of 5 or 6...... with an imaginative Team Name please.



' Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica

OCEANWIDE At Sea to South Orkneys
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1100
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EXPEDITIONS Tuesday 1 January 2019

Wake Up call. Good Morning and happy New Year!
Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

Adam spent a whole year at King Edward Point in South Georgia, come to his talk
and hear about the joys and challenges he faced during his Year South.

Antarctica’s ice. Laura is a snow queen, she will talk about the different types of
ice, the dynamics when it starts flowing and the impact of climate change on the
ice in Antarctica.

Lunch is served in the Dining Room.

Shackleton, a Story of Endurance. Please join Adam in the Lounge for his
presentation on Sir Ernest Shackleton and the Endurance, a tale of heroism and
fortitude. There will be a toast to the achievements of Sir Ernest Shackleton and his
expedition.

South Georgia Heritage Auction! This charity has funded the rat eradication
project on South Georgia and is continuing to raise money for monitoring and
future protection of the island. We will have an auction on board with some
exclusive items available for the highest bidder. Join the Expedition team in the
Lounge.

Dinner is served in the Dining Room. Bon appétit.



' Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica

OCEANWIDE Shingle Cove, South Orkneys
EAERITIENE Wednesday 2 January 2019

0700  Wake Up call. Good Morning!

As we approach the South Orkneys, we expect to see some big Antarctic icebergs aground
in the shallow waters around the island group. If the fog is still with us, the bridge team will
need their full attention on their work and may close the bridge for navigational safety.

0730  Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

~0900 This morning, if it is possible, we aim to take you ashore to visit our first Adélie
penguin colony at Shingle Cove on Coronation Island. The cove is made of
metamorphic schist, so keep an eye on the rocks and you may find some deep red
garnets and dark green amphibole. Opposite Shingle Cove, Sunshine Glacier
tumbles in to the bay. We expect the rocky shore to be unstable and slightly
difficult walking, but there are no big climbs involved in this landing.

1230  Lunch is served in the Dining Room.

1500 Life and work at Antarctic research bases. Katja overwintered as a scientist at the
German Antarctic Base Neumayer for 15 months and later worked also at New
Zealand’s Scott Base and Australia’s Law Dome. Come to the Lounge to hear what

it is really like to work and live in Antarctica.

1630  Southern Ocean exploitation. Please join Sonja in the Lounge for her talk about
sealing and whaling in the past and fishery management in the present.

1830  Please join Expedition team in the Lounge for our daily Recap.

1900 Dinneris served in the Dining Room. Bon appétit.



' Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica

OCEANWIDE At Sea to Antarctica
e Thursday 3 January 2019

0730 Wake Up call. Good Morning!
0800 Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

0930 Introduction to Antarctica. Join Katja in the Lounge for a general
introduction to Antarctica and hear more about the geography, political
aspects and some weird and wonderful facts about Antarctica.

1100 Ice seals. As we get closer to Antarctica, we expect to see different species of
seals. Please come to Sonja’s presentation in the lounge and learn more
about the ice seals like Weddell, Crabeater and Leopard seals.

1230 Lunchis served in the Dining Room.

1500 Head Chef Ralf Barthel. Ralf has worked on Plancius for many years and
would like to share his experience of preparing 3 meals a day for over 110
passengers and around 40 crew. He will explain about provisioning a ship for
months at sea and how he and his team continue to cook in even the
roughest of sea conditions. This will be in the Dining Room!

1600 Biosecurity: Protect Antarctica. Please join the vacuum cleaning party in the
Lounge with your outer clothing and bags. Pay special attention to pockets,
Velcro fastenings and your back packs and camera bags, and remember to
sign the declaration. Again, we will call you by deck number, please wait until
you are called.

1830 Please join the Expedition team in the Lounge for our daily Recap.

1900 Dinner is served in the Dining Room.



' Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica

OCEANWIDE Paulet Island & Brown Bluff

0700

0730

0830

1230

1500

1830

1900

EXPEDITIONS Friday4january 2019

Overnight and during the early morning we will be sailing through
Antarctic Sound, which is a beautiful area which usually has plenty of
icebergs. It is worth staying up late or getting up early for your first
views of the continent.

Wake Up call. Good Morning!

Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

Paulet Island. We hope to be able to take you ashore at Paulet Island, which is
home to over 100,000 Adélie penguins. There is also an historic hut used by the
Nordenskjold Expedition over 100 years ago. Please follow the red poles to the
colony and hut and avoid steep scree slopes where Stormpetrels nest. Please
remember the 5 meters rule with penguins.

Lunch is served in the Dining Room.

Brown Bluff. This is a Continental landing on Antarctica! The beach is backed by
high, volcanic ‘tuff’ cliffs creating a spectacular back drop to the landing site. We
hope to be able to take you ashore to visit the Adélie penguins and also a small
colony of Gentoo penguins. Please give penguins right of way on the beach.

At the end of the landing we will offer you the chance to do a Polar Plunge, an
Antarctic swim. We'll bring the towels, you bring the insanity!

Please join the Expedition team in the Lounge for our daily Recap.

Dinner is served in the Dining Room. Bon appétit.



Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica

' Portal Point & Cierva Cove

OCEANWIDE Saturday 5 January 2019

EXPEDRITIQONS

This morning we will be sailing down the Bransfield Strait and into the stunning Gerlache
Strait. If the weather is good there will be spectacular views, and there are often whales to
be found in the area.

0700

0730

0830

1230

1500

1830

1900

Wake Up call. Good Morning!
Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

We hope to go ashore at Portal Point for a continental Landing! Portal Point was
used by the British in the 1950s as a base for survey work into the interior of the
Antarctic Peninsula. If you want to join the Polar Plunge at the end of the landing,
please wear your swimming gear under your landing clothes. We will provide the
towels for the Polar Plunge!

Lunch is served in the Dining Room.

This afternoon we would like to offer a Zodiac cruise in Cierva Cove. This wide bay
is often full of icebergs and brash ice, created by multiple glaciers feeding into the
area. We hope to explore the ice and islands looking for wildlife. Please listen for

announcements regarding timings, we will cruise in two groups.

Group 2 (cabins 410 to 606) will go first.
Group 1 (cabins 201 to 409) will go second.

Please join Expedition team in the Lounge for our daily Recap.

Dinner is served in the Dining Room. Bon appétit.



' Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica

OCEANWIDE Yankee Harbour & Half Moon Island
e Sunday 6 January 2019

0445  Wake-up call. There will be pastries available in the bar.
0530  Early this morning we would like to take you ashore at Yankee Harbour, a small
glacial edged harbour, well known to American and British sealers as early as 1820.

There are Gentoo penguins nesting and seals can be usually seen on the beach.
Beyond the beach, steep scree slopes rise to a rugged knife-edge summit.

0730  Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

0830  Half Moon Island. We hope to take you ashore at Half Moon Island to a Chinstrap
colony. Beautiful glaciers on nearby Livingston Island surround us and sometimes
Weddell seals haul out on the beach. Please follow the marked routes and give
penguins right of way at the penguin highways!

Soon after our return to the ship we will enter the Drake Passage. Please secure breakable

items in your cabin and take sea-sickness medication if necessary. Always hold on with at

least one hand when the ship is moving.

1230  Lunchis served in the Dining Room.

1530 Join Adam in the Lounge for his talk on dogs in Antarctica, Pulling to the Pole.

1700 Join Katja in the Lounge for her talk on Climate Change and its effects on
Antarctica.

1830 Please join the Expedition team in the Lounge for our daily Recap.

1900 Dinneris served in the Dining Room. Bon appétit.



' Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica

OCEANWIDE Drake Passage!
e Monday 7 January 2019

No wakeup call this morning. Zsuzsanna will wake you up for breakfast.

0800  Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

1030  Scott & Amundsen: Quest for the Pole. Join Adam in the Lounge where he muses
about the two polar heros and their quest for the Pole.

1230  Lunchis served in the Dining Room.

1530 The Protection of Antarctica. Fritz will talk about the main topics of Environmental
Protection related to the Antarctic region details of the Antarctic treaty.

1730  Photo competition. A time to review the wonderful time we had and to vote for
your favourite picture.

1830 Please join the Expedition team for our daily Recap.

1900 Dinneris served. Bon appétit.



' Falkland Islands, South Georgia and Antarctica

OCEANWIDE Drake Passage
rrRmen Tuesday 8 January 2019

0730  Wake up call. Good Morning!
0800  Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

1030 Inspection at the End of the World. Fritz will share his experiences as a member of
a binational inspection team in remote areas of East Antarctica.

1230  Lunch is served in the Dining Room.

1530 Operation Tabarin. Join Adam in the Lounge for more tales of British pluck and
derring-do in Antarctica. This time, it is about British secret wartime operation in
Antarctica.

1800 Captain’s Cocktails. Please join your Captain, Artur lakovlev and the Expedition
Team for a celebratory drink to toast our incredible voyage.

1845  Dinner is served. Bon appétit.

After dinner Zsuzsanna would like you to settle your accounts at Reception.
Please listen for announcements over the PA system.

Around midnight, we expect to be coming alongside the pier in Ushuaia. We will be
customs cleared so if you are a night owl you will be able to leave the ship and go
to town around 0030. Please take some photo ID and your room card with you if
you go ashore so that you can pass security and get back to the ship — and
remember disembarkation will be approximately 0800 in the morning!



Falkland Islands, South Georgia & Antarctica

' Ushuaia

OCEANWIDE Wednesday 9 January 2019

EXCRER] T® NS

0700 Your final Wake-up call. Good morning!

Please place your large check-in luggage outside your cabin door by 0730 when
Zsuzsanna invites you to breakfast. You may leave your hand luggage in your room
but please place it on the floor. When you go to breakfast, please return your key
cards to Reception on the way in to the Dining Room.

0730 Breakfast Buffet is served in the Dining Room for one hour.

Your luggage will be moved from the ship to the pier at 0730.

~0830 All passengers leave the ship. Please listen for announcements, we will let
you know when the bus is ready.

e If you are catching the airport bus: Please collect your luggage on the pier and place
it on your bus.

e If you would like to store your luggage: Please take it to the luggage truck on the
pier. It will be taken to Avenida Maipu 1226. This building is located past the
service station and approximately 350 m to the left as you leave the pier. You must

pick up your luggage before 1400.

On behalf of all the Staff and Crew on board Plancius
we thank you for travelling with us
and wish you a safe, easy journey home.
We hope to see you again, North or South!

Fair winds and following seas
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