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Day 1 – Tuesday 24th October 2023  
Embarkation – Puerto Madryn, Argentina  
GPS 12.00 Position: 42°49’S / 064°30’W   
Wind: NE3  Sea State: Slight  Weather: P. Cloudy  Air Temp: +12°C  Sea Temp: +12°C 
 

Flying into Puerto Madryn started this epic 

adventure for a lot of us, its unique tundra coupled 

with the urban sprawl provided the backdrop for the 

start of our voyage. At Puerto Madryn port we were 

greeted with queues to see the magnificent Fragata 

Ara Libertad, or ARA Libertad (Q-2), an Argentinian 

sailing ship that serves as a school vessel for the 

Argentinian Navy. This vessel was launched in 1956 

and completed her first round-the-world trip in 

1965. She is well-known throughout Argentina, 

hence the crowds at the port! We boarded late 

afternoon where the Expedition Team helped to 

handle our luggage and see us onto the beautiful 

ship that was to be our home for the next three 

weeks: MV Hondius. Let the adventure begin! 

Before we left port, sightings of Southern Right Whales were seen from the lounge, where we could see tail slapping 

and breaching. These animals are often seen in the shallow bays of Puerto Madryn, and we could really get a sense 

of their size by the great big splashes we could see as they were breaching. We also saw some Kelp Gulls, South 

American Terns and Snowy Sheathbill’s and our first penguin species, the Magellanic Penguin. Whilst in the lounge 

we started with a briefing to get us familiar with the ship, a mandatory safety briefing, we introduced the Expedition 

Team and completed the mandatory drill.  We were already sailing at this point, with Puerto Madryn moving further 

away as we approached the open waters of the South Atlantic.   

In the Observation Lounge we joined the Captain’s 

Cocktail Party, where we met the Captain. We took this 

opportunity to enjoy the canapés, toast the voyage and 

start to meet our fellow passengers. If we weren’t full 

enough already, it was then time to enjoy a delicious 

buffet dinner cooked by our Head Chef and the kitchen 

team. 

As the sun was setting a few were lucky to spot Southern 

Right Whale’s on the starboard side where there was a 

mother and calf pair spotted amongst other adults. A 

teeny tiny V-shaped blow was evidence of the Southern 

Right Whale calf, right next to its mother, with a bigger V-

shaped blow. What a fantastic day had by all, a great start 

to the trip. 

 
 

 

 

 



Day 2 – Wednesday 25th October 2023   
At Sea towards the Falkland Islands  
12:00 GPS Position: 45°35’ S / 063°20’ W  
Wind: NW 5 Sea State: Slight  Weather: P. Cloudy  Air Temp: 10°C Sea Temp: +12.2°C 
 
We started our adventure with a beautiful day. 

Blue skies, relative flat waters and our first 

pelagic birds flying around. What a great start! 

The coffee machines already had been working 

when Pippa did the wakeup call at 07:45 through 

the PA system. Just 15 minutes later our Hotel 

Manager, Albert, told us that the restaurant was 

open for breakfast. With our bellies full 

everybody made their way to the observation 

lounge for the first Mandatory briefing. Here 

Pippa explained all the safety features of the 

Zodiac Operations and how to prepare ourselves 

for the outings. Nothing was left untouched 

throughout the hour-long briefing.  

Later that morning we got invited to the lecture of Ashleigh. Her lecture was about the different whales and porpoise 

species that we could encounter during our trip. She talked about the toothed whales and the largest animal that has 

ever lived, the filter feeding Blue Whale. The expedition team on the bridge spotted dolphins swim by just when the 

lecture finished. Not long after, more dolphins were spotted, they were confirmed as Peale´s Dolphins. Sadly, they 

swam out of sight quite fast and not everybody was able to see them. Luckily everybody was outside though as 

several Fin Whales were spotted not far from the ship. Our ship made a small turn and slowed down as one of the Fin 

Whales came up quite close to the ship. The people on our port side of the ship had a really good view of its white 

lower cheek which is iconic to the Fin Whale. We also came by a large group of Great Shearwaters as they were 

resting on the water. It must have been a thousand individuals and we could see why on the sonar. Our second 

officer showed that there was a great spot on the sonar not far from the ship where a giant school of fish were 

swimming just 40 m below the surface. An amount of this magnitude will always bring a lot of activity. 

After a delicious lunch in the restaurant, we got invited to the lounge on deck 5 by Anthonie. His lecture was about 

the waves of the sea. He told us how they are created and how they affect the oceans and shorelines. After that, 

everybody got a bit of down time and many of the birders went to the back deck to photograph the pelagic birds that 

were flying around our ship. There were Black-browed Albatross, White-chinned Petrels, Giant Southern Petrels and 

the largest of them all the Wandering Albatross. With a wingspan of 3.6 m this is the largest wingspan of any living 

bird on this world. An incredible sight to see soaring over the waves.  

Before our dinner started it was time for the Daily Recap. During the Recap we got to hear about the plans of the 

following day by Pippa. We were introduced to the question box by Sasha and Felicity gave us more information 

about the Fin Whales that we had seen today. Simon talked about the Black-browed Albatross that everybody saw 

flying around the ship and Misha told us about how to identify different types of whales by their shape and blow. 

Finally, Bill made a very good introduction to Seeing Looking and Thinking. A concept to let everybody know that we 

should stand still occasionally and think about what you see and feel to really grasp every detail of this grand 

experience we are on. An overall great start of our adventure to these remote places on the world.  

 

 



Day 3 – Thursday 26th October 2023 
At Sea towards the Falkland Islands  
12:00 GPS Position: 50°17’ S / 061°20’ W  
Wind: W 4  Sea State: Moderate  Weather: Overcast  Air Temp: +3°C Sea Temp: +9°C 
 

Our second day at sea dawned beautifully calm but 
also very quiet. However, the wind began to pick up 
after a couple of hours and with it came a veritable 
swarm of seabirds around the ship.   Clouds of Cape 
Petrels and Southern Giant Petrels swept across the 
sea almost coming within touching distance along 
with smaller numbers of Black-browed Albatross, 
White-chinned Petrels, Great Shearwaters and Sooty 
Shearwaters whilst a few Southern Royal 
Albatrosses glided majestically through the throngs 
of smaller species. 
 
After a hearty breakfast our programme started 
with a photography workshop in the lounge with 
Juan, giving everyone some incredibly useful tips 
and tricks to take forward into the trip and capture 
some memorable pictures of the fantastic places we 
will visit.   Shortly after this lecture all the guests 
made their way, deck by deck to the zodiac boarding 

area where the guides were on hand to initiate everyone into the vital world of biosecurity – making sure that we do 
not transfer any organic material into the pristine natural world where we will visit in the days to come. 
 
Following another filling lunch, we turned our attentions to the bird world with an introductory lecture on the Birds 
of the Falkland Islands by Simon in the lounge as he showed some wonderful photographs of the potential species 
we could encounter over the next few days in these beautiful islands.   After a short break in which the crew 
performed some safety drills it was back to the birdy or ornithological realm with a birding workshop out on deck five 
where, in the now bright sunshine we marveled at the clouds of birds still following the ship. 
 
The evening recap then wetted-our-
appetites for the first landing of the trip 
in the morning where, because of an 
approaching weather front our start 
would be before dawn (!) everyone 
took the news of the early start like 
champions being the willing expedition 
members that we all are. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Day 4 – Friday 27th October 2023 
Saunders Island - Falkland Islands  
12:00 GPS Position: 51° 23’ S / 060° 25’ W  
Wind: NE3  Sea State: Moderate  Weather: Rainy   Air Temp: 3°C  Sea Temp : 9°C   
 

To deceive nature! That was our cunning plan. Yesterday the members 
of our expedition team consulted meteorological reports incessantly 
and reached a disheartening conclusion. There would be no miracle; 
the weather on the 27th of October would be simply dreadful all day 
long: rain, winds gusting at 50 knots and towering waves that would 
make landing on the shore a life-threatening endeavor. So, we had to 
resort to craftiness. Since we couldn't start the landing at 9am in the 
morning, who said we couldn't finish it at the same time? What time 
was sunrise, by the way? 5am in the morning? Excellent! 

 
At 4:45, Pippa, our expedition leader, announced over the loudspeaker 
that it was time to rise and wished us a good morning, urging us to 
leave our cozy blankets behind and embrace the adventures awaiting. 
It was still pitch black when the intrepid members of our expedition 
team boarded the Zodiacs and set off for the shores of Saunders Island 
to prepare for our landing. Playful Commerson's Dolphins, brimming 
with joy that guests had finally arrived after a long hiatus that felt like 
an entire winter, leaped playfully out of the water, giving our zodiacs 
an honorary escort to shore.  

 
As the rays of the rising sun gilded the peak of a high hill to our left at the landing site, the official start of our 
operation was declared. Zodiac after zodiac were raced across the calm waters and, upon reaching the shore, were 
hastily disembarked, eager to rid ourselves of the heavy life jackets. White, fine sand, calm waters, and... penguins! 
The latter stared at us in complete bewilderment, flapping their peculiar wings and trying to fathom who we were 
and what we wanted. 

 
The trail had already been marked. We had a one-and-a-half to two-kilometer walk ahead of us along the seaside. 
Gentoo Penguins sat on their nests made of mud and grass, diligently incubating their eggs. It was amusing to 
observe how they would turn their necks towards us, peering with their beaks almost as if to say, "Move along, folks, 
we've got plenty of problems here already!" And indeed, they had their share of troubles. From above, pesky Skuas 
and the Striated Caracaras circled, keeping a watchful eye on the penguin colony. If any penguin made a mistake, a 
skua would swoop in and snatch a precious egg! It would clamp it in its beak, perch at a distance, and crack the shell 
with a beak strike, feasting first on the egg white, then on the yolk. Nature here could be ruthless, but there was little 
to be done. Beneath our feet, the occasional crunch of eggshells served as remnants of the skua's dinner. The Gentoo 
Penguins didn't lose heart. The predators consumed one egg, and well, they would just have to lay another. The local 
summer was much longer than the Antarctic one, providing ample time to raise their chicks. 

 
However, Magellanic Penguins were much cleverer; they didn't build nests. Instead, they dug deep burrows for 
themselves. There, no Skua, Striated Caracaras, or any other predator could reach them. As we followed our trail, the 
Magellanic Penguins, driven by curiosity, peered out of their burrows, observing us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
On a slope that was more aptly 
described as a "cliff," a colony of 
Cormorants had settled, while right next 
to them, Rockhopper Penguins had 
claimed a piece of land as their own. 
These little, agile rascals, living up to 
their name, were constantly in motion, 
hopping from rock to rock. We lingered 
beside them, taking photographs, and 
simply watching their bustling activities. 
Eventually, the trail led us to a colony of 
Black-browed Albatrosses. These 
enormous and majestic birds, 
trumpeting and clacking their beaks, 

were meticulously tending to their perfectly cylindrical nests. Most of the Black-browed Albatrosses were already 
incubating their eggs, eagerly awaiting the arrival of their offspring. The albatrosses, while frowning their brows at us, 
still posed for photos. With a whoosh, they occasionally soared through the air above us, their massive wings slicing 
through the sky. 

 
Unfortunately, it wasn't just the whistle of wings that reached our ears. It was increasingly mingled with the sound of 
the whistling wind. The once calm waters had now turned into rolling waves, intermittently frothing and churning. 
After gazing at the Black-browed Albatrosses, we set off on the return journey. Somewhere halfway to our landing 
point, we had the option to turn right and arrive at another beach, opposite the one we initially landed on. But who 
are those penguins standing by the water's edge? They are none other than King Penguins! There were only a few of 
them, some still young chicks who were clad in massive, clumsy brown pajamas made of soft, warm feathers. What a 
surprise!  

 
Strolling purposefully past the penguins were Kelp and Dolphin Hulls. They swiveled their heads and occasionally 
pecked at the sand, devouring crustaceans lurking within. Oystercatchers ran between small sandy hills, astonishing 
us with their long, bright red bills. On the hillside, periodically drawing attention with their loud bleating, Sheep 
grazed. In the local setting, they were perceived by us as something quite out of harmony with the surrounding 
landscape, if not as extraterrestrial beings. 

 
One way or another, it was time to return to the ship. The sky had become overcast, and the wind was beginning to 
be a nuisance. Moreover, breakfast was being served in the restaurant. While we enjoyed breakfast the wind rapidly 
intensified, 30 knots, 40 knots, 50... Hondius leaned to the port side. Waves, bristling with white foam and seething 
with fury, pounded against the starboard. It became clear that, unfortunately, any hopes of an afternoon shore 
landing were out of the question. It was, of course, a disappointment, but after our wonderful and unforgettable 
morning walk, none of us harbored any feelings of resentment. 

 
Hondius set a course for Stanley, the capital of 
the Falkland (Malvinas) Islands. We spent the 
rest of the day watching a film about the war 
between Argentina and the United Kingdom and 
listening to fascinating lectures by our guides 
such as Misha’s lecture on Bird Migration. It was 
a fantastic start to our landings.  

 
 
 

 

 
 



Day 5 – Saturday 28th October 2023   
Stanley, Falkland Islands  
12:00 GPS Position: 51°41’ S / 057° 50’ W  
Wind: NW 8  Sea State: Slight  Weather: Sunny  Air Temp: 6°C  Sea Temp: 9°C 
 

After sailing through the night from Saunders Island, we 
started the morning with Pippa’s daily wakeup call at 
6:45am letting us know that Hondius was entering the 
channels. The entrance to the harbour requires precise 
navigational skills, through shallow waters and narrow 
passages. We crossed the entrance to Stanley Harbour, 
named "The Narrows", a passage that honours its name. We 
dropped anchor and after assessing the weather situation, 
we commenced operations. The Expedition Team launched 
the first zodiacs in the water. The wind was blowing close to 
the 30 knots around 8:30am and by the time the last guests 

reached the pier it went up to 40 knots. After a wet and wild zodiac ride, as we approached the jetty, we could 
clearly see the "Welcome to the Falklands Islands" sign on the shore that greets every visitor. 
 
At the jetty the security staff greeted us and soon we were 
all moving out into town, trying to squeeze every minute 
out of the visit. The port of Stanley offered us well stocked 
souvenir shops, a supermarket, museum, post office, 
church, and a few other attractions. Some of us opted to 
take a short excursion to Gypsy Cove, a lovely white 
sanded beach filled with Sea Lions, Penguins and various 
species of Birds. Some folk spent time shopping, whilst 
others went walking along the sea front, taking pictures of 
the wildlife. The wildlife was not shy, and we had close 
encounters with many species of birds and Southern 
Sealions who were having a nap on the jetty in the 
sunshine.  
 

We arrived back at the jetty from late morning to be greeted 
by the smiling staff. The zodiac return trip was slightly less 
windy thanks to tail winds. Once all aboard safely, we lifted 
anchor at 12:30pm and headed away from Stanley Harbour 
back through the Narrows.  
 
Soon after lunch we sailed away from the protection of the 
Falkland Islands and encountered the first heavy swells which 
made the ship roll a bit more than we had felt during this trip. 
Bill gave a wonderful lecture about the ship we were sailing 
on, the Hondius. As we sailed to the East-South-East, we left 
the continental shelf and entered the deep waters of the 

South Atlantic Ocean.  
 
In our daily recap, Koen gave a very interesting and profound explanation about the origin of the winds. Misha 
introduced us to the Photo Competition which will take place almost at the end of the expedition and Pelin taught us 
about Charles Darwin’s presence and studies around the Falkland Islands. We ended our day with a tasty plated 
dinner and mild winds and waves. 
 
 



Day 6 – Sunday 29th October 2023   

At sea towards South Georgia  
12:00 GPS Position: 52°24’ S / 051°07’ W  
Wind: NNW 6 Sea State: Moderate Weather: Overcast  Air Temp: 6°C Sea Temp: 7°C 
 

Waking up this morning by ourselves did feel 

a bit odd without a wakeup call from Pippa. 

We have got so used to her voice first thing 

in the morning. But still everybody enjoyed 

another delicious breakfast presented by the 

team of Wilmore and his stewards. As this 

was a sea day, after breakfast, we found 

ourselves on deck 5 aft with our birder, 

Simon. He was totally enthusiastic when he 

spotted the Atlantic Petrel, a species he was 

looking for, for months. Most of us were 

overwhelmed with some of the bird species 

we had never seen before. We spotted adult 

Southern Giant Petrels. Dark coloured immature ones that looked similar at first glance to the White-chinned Petrel 

were also around. But when we looked closer to the beak, we could tell the difference. Same tactics were applied to 

differentiate the huge Southern Royal Albatrosses and the mightiest of them all, the Wandering Albatross. With their 

3.5-m wingspan they soared just above and in between the waves. What a beautiful sight! Furthermore, we spotted 

Cape Petrels, the beautiful Grey-Headed, Light-Mantled Sooty and Black-browed Albatrosses. Some of us that were 

not interested in birds before the start of this voyage, quickly turned into bird lovers, thanks to our avid birder Simon. 

After an hour-long birding session, it was time to go back inside for a cup of coffee. We listened to Julia’s lecture on 

Whaling in South Georgia and learned how and why whales were commercially hunted in South Georgia in the recent 

past. As we headed to South Georgia the clocks were moved 1-hour forward. It was time to head down to the dining 

room for another delicious lunch buffet. 

The afternoon was all about Ernest Shackleton 

and his adventures. Koen began with an 

interesting lecture about Shackleton’s Youth and 

Journeys, he told us about the real person 

behind the hero and we even got to hear 

Shackleton’s voice on an old recording. Amazing! 

At 4.30pm it was Pelin who passionately shared 

her extensive knowledge about Shackleton’s 

Saga of Survival (1914-1916) on the Endurance. 

Every little detail was mentioned, even during 

the recap she told the story of Mrs. Chippy, the 

beloved ship’s cat that belonged to carpenter 

Harry McNish, who was actually a Mr. 

To stay in the theme of explorers Head Chef Ralf and his team made ‘hoosh’ as a starter for our dinner this evening. 

Earlier in the trip there were a few requests to have a movie night and tonight, was the first one. We grabbed our 

popcorns and watched the merry movie, Happy Feet. What a way to end this calm day on the Scotia Sea towards 

South Georgia. Tonight, we will cross the Antarctic Convergence Zone, into the colder, nutrient rich waters of the 

Southern Ocean.  

 



Day 7 – Monday 30th October 2023  
At sea towards South Georgia  
12:00 GPS Position: 53° 16’ S / 043° 48’ W  
Wind: NW5  Sea State: Slight  Weather: Overcast  Air Temp: 5°C  Sea Temp: 3.9°C   
 

The day began with a briefing about South 

Georgia, our upcoming destination. Our 

expedition leader Pippa provided valuable 

insights into the history, geography, and wildlife of 

the island. We also watched a captivating 

documentary by David Attenborough, setting the 

scene for our adventure in South Georgia. His 

storytelling and breathtaking footage heightened 

our excitement for the journey ahead. Following 

the briefing and movie, we had our second 

biosecurity check of the trip. We diligently 

inspected all outer layers, pockets, velcros and 

boots to ensure we wouldn't introduce any 

foreign organisms to South Georgia's delicate 

ecosystem. After the biosecurity checks, we enjoyed a delicious lunch as the ship continued its course towards South 

Georgia. 

The afternoon was packed with knowledge. Carina delivered a captivating lecture on the different species of 

penguins found in South Georgia and Antarctica. Her insights into their behaviour and habitats were enlightening. 

Felicity then took the stage, educating us about the diverse species of seals inhabiting these southern waters. Her 

lecture was both informative and entertaining, shedding light on the fascinating world of marine mammals. 

Throughout the day, we were treated to incredible wildlife encounters. We spotted a magnificent Humpback Whale 

and Albatrosses of various species and Petrels soared gracefully around the ship. An unexpected highlight was 

encountering a large pod of Long-finned Pilot Whales. 

As the day progressed, our excitement grew when we 

sighted our first iceberg on the horizon. Intricate shapes 

and vibrant blue hues of the icebergs left us in awe. This 

discovery marked the end of the iceberg competition 

organised by Saskia. In the evening, we gathered for a 

recap for the plans for our first day in South Georgia, 

which only intensified our anticipation. Our expedition 

leader, Pippa, shared details about the upcoming 

landings. The day concluded with a delightful dinner, 

where we shared stories and experiences, further 

fostering a sense of camaraderie among our fellow 

adventurers. The excitement and anticipation for our 

South Georgia adventure were palpable. 

As we retired to our cabins, the hum of the ship's 

engines reminded us that we were on the cusp of exploring the incredible beauty and wildlife of South Georgia, a 

destination that has been the focus of our dreams and preparations for so long. 

 
 



Day 8 –Tuesday 31st October 2023   
Right Whale Bay and Salisbury Plain, South Georgia 
12:00 GPS Position: 54°00’ S / 037°40’ W  
Wind: SE2  Sea State: Slight  Weather: Sunny  Air Temp: 7°C Sea Temp: 3.9°C 
 

After two and a half days of open waters, Hondius 

arrived at the dramatic coast of South Georgia. The 

island met us with blue skies, sun and distant mist 

looming over the top of the mountains. It looked 

like the island of South Georgia was inviting us, to 

experience the vast wilderness it has to offer. 

We landed at Right Whale Bay to a picture-perfect 

scene, postcard worthy. Elephant and Antarctic Fur 

Seals hauled out across the beach with the distant 

squawks of Penguins being heard across the glacial 

outwash. The first zodiacs went out and found a 

safe spot on the beach and then we all witnessed 

the valley in its majesty. There was a short walk 

across a stream to the Penguin colony where we saw hundreds of King Penguins and their chicks. We could see how 

the Tussac Grass provided shelter for the Penguin colony. We also saw the South Georgia Pintail and Imperial Shag 

amongst Skuas and Albatrosses on the beach. The swell definitely picked up on the way back and most of the zodiacs 

were full of water, meaning we were very wet! After a quick dry it was time for lunch, a buffet lunch was served for 

us all in the Dining Room.  

After lunch we arrived at Salisbury Plain and this 

time the weather had certainly changed. We were 

in the mist. As we landed, we could see the mist 

blowing through Penguin colonies and carrying the 

bellows of the Seals. This place was a large open 

vista, we took a long walk to a King Penguin colony 

where we could see short fluffy brown chicks right 

to the eye could see, they stretched right up the 

mountain into the snow. On the way back we saw 

many bones and skeletons of dead animals along 

with the hundreds, if not thousands, live animals. 

Perfect carrion for all the Skuas that were roaming 

the plain. Again, the swell was high, so we had a 

pretty wet ride back to the ship where we had a 

quick change for dinner.  

As it was Halloween, the restaurant had put on a spook-tacular buffet complete with face masks and a Scottish man 

dressed in a wig. Of course, this was Bill, pretending to be Misha! Pippa completed her briefing in the dining room 

where she told us that we were headed to Stromness and Grytviken tomorrow. A huge round of applause erupted 

from the Dining Room as we all thanked Pippa for such a great day. What a day it was, let’s hope the same for 

tomorrow! 

 

 
 



Day 9 – Wednesday 1st November 2023  
Stromness and Grytviken, South Georgia 
12:00 GPS Position: 54°09’ S / 036°42’ W  
Wind: E 2  Sea State: Smooth Weather: P. Cloudy Air Temp: 4°C Sea Temp: 4.5°C 

A new day and new hopes for better weather 

conditions… The expedition team did make its 

scouting trip to the landing immediately after the 

breakfast and Pippa took the decision that it would 

be a “go” for the landing at Stromness. The wind 

conditions were good, and it looked very promising 

for a nice and dry landing. We were all very excited 

to get off the ship to visit the old whaling station in 

Stromness and go for a hike to Shackleton falls, a 

historic waterfall. We landed on a black sandy 

beach surrounded by Elephant Seals and Fur Seals. The backdrop of Stromness is lush green land, a river coming 

down from the surrounding mountains. The trail was flagged by the Expedition Team to lead us to the Shackleton 

waterfall and to the lookout point on top of the hill right next to it where we all enjoyed the breathtaking views over 

the remains of the whaling station and the bay. It was a beautiful and dry day, but the ground and the grassland were 

very slippy from the recent thawing. We were all very conscious and careful on our way down the hill giving each 

other a hand. On the way, we could observe lots of birds such as Brown Skuas, Kelp Gulls, Pintail ducks and also the 

famous South Georgian Pipit, a real treat for the bird lovers. The Expedition Team also had marked a little path 

towards the small Gentoo Penguin Colony where we could enjoy these interesting little guys.  

Once we all stretched our legs and had a nice little hike, we made our way back to the ship in where we had a 

delicious lunch prepared by our wonderful galley team. 

In the afternoon, we hoped to visit Grytviken which has been the 

centre of human activity since 1904 when Carl Anton Larsen 

established the first whaling station in South Georgia. As we were 

to get inspected by the Government Officials there, we did a 

thorough biosecurity and cleaned all our outdoor gear. We are 

getting pretty good at this. We never have been that clean before! 

Once arrived at Grytviken we first went to the cemetery, where we 

visited the grave of the great polar explorer Ernest Shackleton. At 

the entrance of the cemetery, we were given a glass of Shackleton 

whiskey and Pelin gave a toast to the great man citing his last entry 

to his diary when they completed the crossing of South Geogia. 

After the cemetery visit, we continued our walk around the old whaling station. We witnessed how old, abandoned 

buildings were slowly claimed by the local wildlife. Fur Seals and Elephant Seals were sleeping amongst the buildings 

while Antarctic Terns were nesting close to the old Catchers. 

At the museum we learned a lot of about the life in the whaling station, the operations, and the process of the whale 

hunt. The post office, the church and also the old store building were interesting places to discover. Some of us 

joined the guided tour through the area provided by the museum staff. In beautiful evening light we then head back 

to Hondius where another surprise awaited us. 

The galley and the hotel team prepared a wonderful barbecue for us! We all enjoyed our very delicious dinner on the 

outer deck with Gluhwein and a fantastic view over Grytviken and the bay. What an amazing day! 



 
Day 10 – Thursday 2nd November 2023   

Cooper Bay, South Georgia 
12:00 GPS Position: 54°19’ S / 036°11’ W  
Wind: SW8  Sea State: Rough  Weather: P.Cloudy Air Temp: 5°C Sea Temp: 3.7°C 
 

The day started early…unbelievably early, with a ‘cruel’ 
4.30am announcement from our super-human EL Pippa. 
Wake-up time to start operations!  Passengers stirred in 
disbelief… back home, they signed up for an Oceanwide 
Expedition voyage, expecting exciting adventure not 
realising that it could also involve some very early activities!  
Overnight, Hondius had ploughed a cautious course to 
Cooper Bay guided by searchlights scanning ahead to avoid 
contact with ‘growlers’ [ dangerous small bergy bits floating 
low in the water]. This was a tricky task as a balance had to 
be struck between avoiding bird strikes in the dark and the 
necessity to display basic navigation lights and checking the 
sea ahead.  
 

At 5pm Hondius arrived at our destination and rather than anchoring, 
drifted downwind as guests, slightly bleary eyed and some probably 
only minutes out of their pyjamas, boarded the fleet of 14 zodiacs for 
a short cruise along the shoreline everyone hoping to see Macaroni 
Penguins and a variety of other wildlife. The reason for such a very 
early activity was a weather forecast indicating that we had only a 
short time of suitable conditions.  This forecast was proved to be 
highly accurate as by 9am the wind increased to gusting furiously 
above gale force. During the zodiac cruise the flotilla encountered a 
variety of wildlife, Gentoo Penguins, Giant Petrels etc., but no luck, 
only one Macaroni.  The adventure highlight turned out to be an 
inquisitive Leopard Seal who investigated a number of boats much to 
the photographic delight of the passengers although creating slightly 
apprehensive safety tension amongst our experienced guides. All 
zodiacs were safely back on board by 7am and passengers fed 
breakfast at 7.30.  Most of us retired to our cabins to snooze and catch 
up on sleep as Hondius headed north experiencing increasingly violent winds voyaging towards the landing site at 
Ocean Harbour. 
 
The vessel ploughed north at a reduced speed of 8 knots in 40 plus knots of wind [Force 9] with some extended gusts 
in the 60’s being rated hurricane force on the Beaufort scale.  The sea was studded with massive icebergs, the 
scattered remnants of a disintegrating massive 74 mile long 14-mile-wide tabular berg of the previous season. [A76] 
The overcast skies and dull overhead conditions of the morning steadily improved to give sparkly sunlight enhancing 
the stunning landscape. At Ocean Harbour conditions were still subject to violent gusts. You did not need to be an 
expert to understand why we were not landing. This was first- hand experience of the effect of the dangers of strong 
katabatic winds in this southern landscape.  
 
Hondius nosed carefully into the confined mouth of the bay to investigate conditions and give us a view of its most 
distinctive feature, a wrecked two masted steel hulled clipper vessel lying forlornly on the southern shore a short 
distant from the abandoned whaling station. The rest of the afternoon was spent cruising amongst the bergs 
offshore, the sparkling sunshine emphasising the convoluted shapes of ice. The history of each berg etched on its 
surface awaiting analysis. It was all a photographer’s delight!  By mid-afternoon the lecture programme was 



resumed…first Saskia gave an excellent lecture on superman polar explorer Tom Crean followed by our ever 
entertaining and informative Russian guide Sasha with an amusing account of his first voyage to Antarctica. 
 
The recap session early evening was longer than usual…Pippa led off with information about the plans for the next 
day then an interesting account of research into penguin communication focussing on identification between sexes. 
Misha followed with an explanation of the history and eradication of the rat population on South Georgia.  Next, 
Anthonie one of our Dutch guides gave a detailed lecture on icebergs, staggering statistics, their formation, origin 
and eventual decomposition. Bill ended the recap with a detailed analysis of a painting from his lecture ‘Paintings of 
the Sea…the meaning of the sea in paintings.’   The example presented Breugel’s magnificent painting … ‘The Fall of 
Icarus’.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 11 – Friday 3rd November 2023  
St Andrew’s Bay, South Georgia 
 
12:00 GPS Position: 54° 35’ S / 35° 46’ W  
Wind: NW7  Sea State: Moderate  Weather: Cloudy Air Temp: 4°C Sea Temp: +3.5°C 
 

Another early wakeup call from our expedition leader Pippa at 

4:45am, but it was totally worth it.  We arrived at St. Andrews 

Bay, where we have the largest King Penguin colony in South 

Georgia, 150,000 breeding pairs. We headed out before 

breakfast for two hours long zodiac cruise.  What a beautiful 

start of the day! We sat in our zodiacs and as we approached 

the beach, the sun came out and it dyed the entire scenery a 

golden colour. We watched King Penguins on the rocks, 

hesitating to jump into the cold waters, big Elephant Seal bulls 

slowly and curiously swam around, lifting their heads out of 

the water to see what was going on and who these strange 

early visitors were. We slowly made our way along the beach 

observing the huge colony of the Kings with a very high 

density of fluffy, fat, brown chicks. The Elephant Seals were all over the beach, some fights of the beachmasters we 

saw as well as the females nursing their pups. The sound of this place was overwhelming, the vocal Kings and the 

cheeping chicks, the funny noises of the Elephant Seals, the sound of the waves crashing onto the beach. It was just 

wild. A true wildlife spectacle! We took our time and tried to soak it all in. It was a special and unique morning and 

we all could feel the joy and gratefulness to be able to experience these places down here in South Georgia. Just 

overwhelming! We reluctantly headed back to the ship around 8am and had breakfast with a big smile on our faces. 

Shortly after breakfast Juan gave a well-attended workshop on Smartphone Photography while Hondius made its way 

towards Gold Harbour where we were planning to do our next, and last landing in South Georgia. 

The wind picked up again around mid-day. The Expedition 

Team prepared to go out with two scouting zodiacs to see 

how the conditions and swell were on the beach. Already 

from the ship we were able to make some very concerning 

observations. Several dead Elephant Seal pups were 

floating in the water around us. As the Expedition Team 

came back to the ship, they reported a high number of 

animals who clearly showed the signs of long feared avian 

flu. The decision was made that it was impossible to go on 

land or do a zodiac cruise. Our Expedition leader Pippa 

invited us all to the lounge to give a short briefing about the 

situation and the Plan B for the afternoon. Pelin gave a talk 

on Swedish Antarctic Expedition that sailed to the East 

Antarctic Peninsula in the early 20th century. What a fascinating story of survival and scientific endeavour! 

Meanwhile Hondius made its way towards Drygalski fjord where we were hoping to observe some beautiful Icebergs 

and maybe sail little bit further into the fjord. While were sailing the wind picked up again to almost Hurricane force. 

It was blowing up to 59 knots and the ice-cream, which was planned to be served on the bow while sailing through 

the ice had to be served in the lounge. 

Later we bid our farewell to South Georgia and began our sailing down South to the white continent. 

 



Day 12 – Saturday 4th November 2023  
At Sea to South Orkney Islands 
12:00 GPS Position: 57°29’ S / 039°25’ W  
Wind: SW5  Sea State: Slight Weather: P.Cloudy  Air Temp: -2°C Sea Temp: 2.7°C 
 

We had a full day of sailing ahead of us before reaching the 
Orkney islands. We started the day with a hearty breakfast 
and prepared ourselves for a day filled with interesting 
activities. During early morning hours we sighted several 
Humpback and Fin Whales around Hondius. The Humpbacks 
showed their flukes before diving for food. The Fin Whales 
were recognisable with their large blows and the particular 
shape of their dorsal fin which is one of the larger dorsal fins 
we see on baleen whales. We also had a full program of 
presentations planned. Pelin started the presentation 
program at 9:30am with her talk: An introduction to 
Antarctica. During the lecture she explained the political 
situation in Antarctica and gave us an idea about what we 

are to expect and experience on this white continent. After her lecture most people headed outside again to spot 
the blows of whales in the distance. It was a great day to observe pelagic wildlife outside on the open decks. Some of 
the Fin Whales got even quite close to the ship’s starboard side. We also had large flocks of seabirds flying around 
the ship of which most were Cape petrels. It was quite a spectacle seeing the large flock fly around the ship using 
aerodynamics. Just an hour after Pelin, we headed back to the lounge to learn more about Antarctica from Sasha. His 
talk is called: Geographical intro to Antarctica. He focused more on the landscapes of Antarctica and talked about 
what kind of features and plants we would encounter when we are there. He also explained the complex geology of 
the continent, giant lakes that are located under the kilometres long ice sheet that covers the continent. It was a 
fascinating talk! After an active morning of wildlife spotting and learning everybody was ready for lunch.  
 
Before Simon started his talk about Birds of Antarctica, we got 
invited to the lounge by our Expedition leader Pippa and our 
Captain Toni. The Captain explained the reason why we felt a 
drastic turn the night before. This had to do with an unexpected 
problem in a sensor that communicates from the bridge to the 
rudder. He explained that this issue would not have any impact on 
our journey to Antarctica and that engineering team were trying to 
solve the problem on our way to the Peninsula. After this briefing, 
Simon was ready to start his talk. He introduced us to many new 
bird species such as Antarctic Petrel and Antarctic Prion that we 
are likely to encounter on the Antarctic continent in the days to 
come. He talked about where they live, how they breed and where they travel during the wintertime. We felt very 
excited to learn that two new species of penguins would potentially come in our path on the peninsula. In the 
afternoon weather got better however we did not see much activity of the whales. We have, however, seen many 
pieces of ice and it was a perfect timing since we were about to have our last talk of the day from Anthony who 
explained us everything about ice.  
 
Before making our way to dinner, we had our daily recap and briefing. We heard about the plans for the next day 
from our Expedition leader, Pippa. We were expecting large amount of sea ice around the South Orkneys 
nevertheless bridge team would try to get as close as possible to the islands. We also heard a short story from Bill 
about the HMS Discovery, a story that was still overdue from the Shackleton afternoon. Afterwards Koen introduced 
the origin of Penguins. He talked about the etymology of their name and how they evolved into the biggest and 
smallest penguins of all time. After dinner the sea got little bit rougher so many people made their way to their 
cabins to rest. 
 



Day 13 – Sunday 5th November 2023  
At sea to South Orkney Islands 
12:00 GPS Position: 60°14’ S / 045°00’ W  
Wind: NE7  Sea State: Slight  Weather: Overcast  Air Temp: 0°C Sea Temp: 1°C 

 
The day started with an early wake-up call as Hondius 

sailed through the icy waters of the Southern Ocean 

on arrival to the sea ice surrounding the Orkney 

Islands. After a hearty breakfast in the ship's dining 

hall, we gathered in the ship's lounge for an important 

briefing. An IAATO (International Association of 

Antarctica Tour Operators) video provided us with 

essential information on how to behave in the fragile 

Antarctic environment, emphasizing the importance 

of respecting the pristine wilderness we were about 

to explore. 

Following the IAATO briefing, we had a biosecurity 

session. This crucial lesson educated us about preventing the introduction of non-native species and contaminants to 

Antarctica, ensuring we left no trace during our visit. Lunch was served in the ship's restaurant at 12:30. It was a 

delightful meal, and we shared stories and excitement about the upcoming activities. In the ship's lounge, a 

captivating documentary about Ernest Shackleton's Endurance expedition was presented. As we enjoyed fresh 

popcorn, we were transported back in time to the era of heroic exploration, marvelling at the determination and 

resilience of those early Antarctic explorers. 

A lecture on Antarctic exploration was presented by Koen,  

from the earliest expeditions to the dawn of the 20th 

century, commenced. The historian's insights into the 

challenges and triumphs of these pioneers helped us 

appreciate the history of this remote region. As the 

lecture concluded, we gathered for the daily recap. Our 

expedition leader provided us with a detailed itinerary for 

the next day, including anticipated landings and wildlife 

spotting opportunities. Juan presented a short but 

captivating slideshow of historical pictures from the 

Heroic Age of Exploration in Antarctica. The black-and-

white photographs transported us back in time, offering a 

glimpse into the incredible feats and hardships of early explorers.  

Saskia presented the unique cloud formations we could see, adding a touch of meteorological wonder to our 

understanding of the region. The day concluded with a sumptuous buffet dinner. The dining hall buzzed with 

conversations, laughter, and the clinking of glasses as we discussed the day's experiences and eagerly looked forward 

to the adventures that awaited us tomorrow. With full stomachs and hearts brimming with excitement, we retired to 

our cabins, ready for another day of exploration in the majestic and enigmatic Antarctic landscape. 

 

 
 
 



 
Day 14 – Monday 6th November 2023 
At sea to Elephant Island, South Shetland Islands 
12:00 GPS Position: 62°33’ S / 059°20’ W  
Wind: NW 6  Sea State: Moderate Weather: Foggy  Air Temp: -1°C  Sea Temp: 1.8°C 
 

The day kicked off with Pippa's lively wake-up call, setting the 

tone for a new and exciting Antarctic adventure. After enjoying 

a hearty breakfast, the team delved into the mysteries of the 

galley, fielding numerous questions about how things work in 

the kitchen. Chef Ralph, our culinary expert, shared some 

behind-the-scenes insights, from the secrets of keeping lettuce 

fresh for weeks to the surprising number of eggs consumed on 

our journey. Following a satisfying midday feast, Ashleigh took 

the stage to enlighten us about the remarkable adaptations of 

marine mammals to extreme conditions. Her talk provided a 

fascinating window into the survival strategies of these 

resilient creatures, adding a deeper layer to our appreciation 

of Antarctic wildlife. 

In the afternoon, our vessel navigated through dense fog, gradually revealing the majestic Point Wild on Elephant 

Island. All gathered on the bow, we savoured hot chocolate with cream and a hint of rum, a comforting ritual to ward 

off the chill. As the fog lifted, we were treated to awe-inspiring views of the monument dedicated to Chilean Lt. Luis 

Pardo, commemorating the 1916 rescue mission of the 22 men who were stranded on Elephant Island after Ernest 

Shackleton’s Imperial Transantarctic Expedition. 

Beyond the monument, the landscape unfolded to show the 

grandeur of the Furness Glacier and the presence of a 

Chinstrap Penguin colony. Departing from Elephant Island, we 

were delighted to have had our first sightings of Antarctica. 

As is our custom, we gathered for the daily recap, sharing 

reflections on the day's adventures. The evening concluded 

with a satisfying dinner, fostering the camaraderie that has 

been growing among the team. The anticipation of setting 

foot on the Antarctic continent heightened, and the 

prevailing atmosphere on board remained vibrant and 

positive. After 3 days at sea, we are ready to step foot onto 

the Antarctic continent, the last leg of our amazing trip to 

deep south.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Day 15 – Tuesday 7th November 2023   
Half Moon Island, South Shetland Islands  
12:00 GPS Position: 62° 33’ S / 59° 20’ W  
Wind: NNW 6  Sea State: Slight Weather: Overcast Air Temp: 0°C Sea Temp: 1.8°C 
 

This morning the fog was still low and skulking 

across the ocean surface, however the mood on 

board was high as after three days crossing the 

Scotia Sea, today was finally the day we would set 

sights on the South Shetland Islands and complete 

our first Antarctic landing at Half Moon Island!  

As we sailed further south to our destination, our 

ship was surrounded by Cape Petrels, Giant Petrels 

and Prions. Some were even lucky enough so spot 

several whale blows in the distance! These were all 

great signs that we are travelling through high 

upwelling areas, creating productive feeding areas 

for all marine life.  Mid morning, we were treated to a lecture by Misha, who taught us all about marine mammal 

acoustics. Misha had completed his Master’s thesis on killer whale acoustics and so he used several sound examples 

from his research, demonstrating how within the killer whale species, there can be different dialects, depending on 

which part of the world the pod is found!  

Shortly after the lecture, Ashleigh hosted an ‘ID by Sound’ quiz to test if we had been paying attention to the lecture 

or not! Ashleigh included eight sounds, some man-made, others biological, and we had to guess what they were and 

if possible, even guess the species if possible! The expedition team claimed to have guessed all eight correctly…I 

guess we’ll never know! 

After yet another delicious lunch from the wonderful 

galley team, we sailed into Half Moon Island. A small, 

curved island nestled in front of Livingston Island. The 

landscape was stunning - snow-capped mountains with 

deep blue glaciers at their base. Half Moon Island is a 

wonderful landing site as it is home to many breeding 

chinstrap penguins, gentoo penguins and Antarctic 

Shags. Albeit a little windy, everyone managed to 

disembark Hondius, jump into a zodiac and head to 

solid ground! A welcomed moment for some!  

The time ashore was thoroughly enjoyed by all, with 

plenty of time to watch the cheeky Chinstrap Penguins steal rocks from each others’ nests, followed by them chasing 

one another across the colony and then waddling back to their partner! As the snow wasn’t too deep, we were also 

able to stretch our legs with a walk all the way to the Argentine Camara base. Here, we were lucky enough to see 

several Weddell Seals hauled out, including one pup – a rare sight even for the expedition team!  

Eventually, dark clouds began to roll in over the mountains and we all made our way back to the warmth of our 

floating home. After a short recap, it was dinner time and there was a great buzz in the restaurant, with excitement 

continuing to grow as we sail closer and to the Antarctic peninsula!  

 



 
Day 16 – Wednesday 8th November 2023   
Cierva Cove and , Mikkelsen Harbor, Antarctica 
12:00 GPS Position: 64°07’ S / 060°58’ W  
Wind: N1  Sea State: Smooth  Weather: Overcast  Air Temp: 4°C Sea Temp: 1.8°C 
 

This morning was a beautiful Antarctic morning; 
the sky was blue, the sea was calm, and we were 
surrounded by towering, snow capped mountains. 
During breakfast, we sailed into Cierva Cove and 
on our way in, several passengers from the bridge 
had spotted Humpback Whale blows heading into 
the cove! Cierva Cove is home to the Argentine 
Primavera Base, a summer base that carries out 
lots of meteorological research. The base is also an 
important hub for many other stations, due to 
having a helicopter pad, it is key for any search and 
rescue missions in the area.  
 

The unique fact about Cierva Cove is due to its micro-climate, during the summer months, you are able to find up to 

90% of all Antarctic species there! This can include Chinstrap Penguins, Gentoo Penguins, a wide variety of sea birds 

and large cetaceans, as well as Crabeater Seals and Leopard Seals! Thank you to the keen-eyed spotters this morning, 

our cruise got off to a fantastic start, with views of two Humpback Whales. These two individuals were mostly in a 

resting phase, logging at the surface, moving very slowly, but upon occasion, they showed their true Humpback 

reputation and entertained us with several pectoral slaps and fluking! Moving away from the whales, each zodiac 

created their own adventure and carved a path into the ice in the search of the next species. 

 The ice in Cierva Cove was spectacular – the bay was surrounded by two large glaciers and so often there are huge 

ice bergs drifting by. We can see the most vibrant of blues, shades you feel like you have never seen before! Whilst 

cruising by Primavera Base, many passed a couple of Crabeaters swimming by before watching the large Gentoo 

colony on shore. If you waited long enough, you would be entertained by waves of Gentoo’s porpoising through the 

water and catapulting themselves onto the snow, one after the other!  

Eventually it was time to return to Hondius and start making 

our way to our afternoon landing in Mikkelsen Harbour. As 

we sailed north, the clouds rolled in, and the first sprinkling 

of snow began. However, this weather did not deter 

anyone! We landed on D’Hainaut Island in Mikkelsen 

Harbour, where we walked a loop around several gentoo 

penguin colonies, a small refuge hut and five Weddell Seals! 

If you paused long enough by the seals, you were lucky 

enough to hear a male Weddell Seal singing! Weddell Seals 

are the most vocal of the Antarctic seals with over 34 

different vocalisations. After most of us managed to 

complete the loop, the weather began to close in and with 

it came thick fog and a blizzard. Within minutes there was a queue for the zodiacs back to the warmth of Hondius! 

Although some journeys back to the ship took a little longer than expected … fog can be quite disorienting! 

Nonetheless, everyone made it back on board safely and defrosted with a hot drink and a piece of afternoon cake!  

Shortly after getting back on board, it was time for the evening recap where Pippa explained tomorrow’s ‘plan A’ of 

Neko Harbour and Damoy Point, with the option of a polar plunge (of which not many looked excited for)!  



 

Day 17 – Thursday 9th November 2023  

Damoy Point, Antarctica  
12:00 GPS Position: 64°53’ S / 063°39’ W  
Wind: SE2  Sea State: Slight  Weather: Overcast  Air Temp: 2°C Sea Temp: +1.4°C 
 

In the morning, we sailed through the Gerlache Strait and 

arrived at Neko Harbour. A harbour which is well known 

for its very active glacier that calves frequently. Yesterday 

during our recap Pippa had showed us an old video 

footage. We could clearly see what could potentially 

happen if we were too close to the beach. The Penguins 

were quicker to react to the sudden calving in the video 

than clueless humans. But as we were approaching to the 

landing side, we started to notice many brash ice and 

icebergs around Hondius. Additionally, we had windspeed 

around 30 to 40 knots. 

So, the decision was made, we had unfortunately to 

cancel our landing at Neko Harbour. Instead, we kept 

sailing towards our afternoon landing spot at Damoy Point. The transit took us around four hours. We heard a 

presentation from Pelin about the extraordinary story of the Belgica expedition led by Adrien de Gerlache who 

pioneered the era known as ‘Heroic Age of Antarctic Exploration.’ The very same waters we were sailing was named 

after him. Just shortly before Pelin’s presentation, we spotted Blue Whales, the biggest Marine Mammals that have 

ever lived on the Planet Earth. They weigh up to 60 tonnes, with a length of around 30 meters and they primarily 

feed on Krill and Plankton. They require up to 3 tonnes of food every day. As we were observing the whales passing 

our ship, we discovered that there were three blows, two bigger ones and one smaller which meant there were two 

adults with a calf. What an exciting moment! To see these great marine mammals once hunted to almost extinction 

reclaiming their places in cold Polar waters. 

At 12.30, as always, we heard the announcement for the lunch being 

served in the dining room. And shortly after that we arrived in our 

afternoon destination, Damoy point, where the brave and the ‘fool’ 

had the opportunity to do the Polar Plunge. With less wind and a bit of 

fog we made our way to the landing site. The landing site was just a 

white wall with a small corridor up to the snowshoes and the hut. But 

Expedition Staff, as always, had crafted comfortable steps and a nice 

path leading to the Gentoo Penguin colonies. The landing side was 

hardly accessible. We had to find our way between pieces of floating 

ice in the bay. Once on land, we had the opportunity to go straight for 

a longer or shorter walks. Some of us opted to have a look at the 

historical hut on the site. It was curious to see tiny but cosy space where once several men resided to oversee flight 

operations to the British bases that are in the Antarctic Peninsula. 

The snowshoes were mandatory and very helpful to go through the deep snow. There were three different Gentoo 

Penguin’s colonies to visit. We even spotted a single Adelie Penguin next to the Gentoo Penguin colony.  Just shortly 

before the landing came to an end most courageous of us did the Polar Plunge. Back onboard, there was a special 

dinner waiting for us. It was our second barbecue party out on Deck 5. An almost perfect day in Antarctica ended 

with a breathtaking sunset while we were dancing and enjoying the views of Neumayer Channel. 

 



 
Day 18 – Friday 10th November 2023   
Orne Harbor and Chiriguano Bay, Antarctica  
12:00 GPS Position: 64°30’S / 062°25’W  
Wind: NE3 Sea State: Slight  Weather: Fog/Snow  Air Temp: -2°C Sea Temp: 1.8°C 
 

The day started with an early wake-up call 
again to beat the predicted bad weather later 
in the day. Before breakfast we launched the 
zodiacs to head out to Orne Harbour. The 
landing site was covered in a lot of fresh snow, 
making it a perfect place for a morning hike up 
the hill in our snowshoes. The switch back trail 
prepared by the Expedition Team up to the hill 
led us to a beautiful colony of Chinstrap 
Penguins. For a few among the group this was 
an even more spectacular landing site as this is 
considered a continental landing. Photos with 
the ‘7th continent’ flag were made and lots of 
happy faces were seen among the passengers. 
The Chinstrap Penguins were very active and 

entertaining while we had quite a few gusts of cold wind and snow come over the hills. For most of us, it was very 
difficult to leave this beautiful site as the views were just stunning. We could see many glaciers all around us, with 
Hondius waiting for us back in the bay. A handful of guests who were extremely fortunate decided to go on a zodiac 
cruise instead of the climb up the hill. They were welcomed to the bay by an impressive pod of Killer Whales. What a 
show!  
 
After all this excitement we got back to the ship for a well-
deserved breakfast while sailing to Chiriguano bay for our 
second activity of the day. The weather in the Peninsula was 
bad just then but our expedition leader Pippa found a good 
spot to do another activity before we left Antarctica for the 
Drake Passage. About an hour after breakfast, we arrived at 
Chiriguano bay, a place none of the expedition team 
members had ever been before. We dressed up warmly for 
our last zodiac cruise since it was heavily snowing outside. 
We cruised along the coastline of the bay, checking out all 
different sorts of ice. We spotted several Antarctic Shags 
and Gentoo Penguins that were resting on the icebergs, while getting completely covered in snow ourselves. On our 
return to the vessel, we had quite a distance to cover through big swells but a hot chocolate and lunch was waiting 
for us back on Hondius. What a great way to experience the stunning and mysterious scenery here in the Peninsula.  
 
During the afternoon there were unfortunately no more opportunities for any other activities due to the bad 
weather, so we bid our farewell to the Antarctic Peninsula while heading north to Ushuaia. Many of us had a well-
deserved nap in the afternoon while the keen birders were always outside trying to see the Albatrosses again. As 
usual, before dinner there was time for a recap and a briefing for our upcoming days. Chef Ralf and his team made 
the delicious Kaiserschmarrn. What a treat to end our last day in Antarctica!  
 
 
 

 
 



Day 19 – Saturday 11th November 2023 
Drake Passage! 
12:00 GPS Position: 61° 06’S / 064° 01’W  
Wind: NW4  Sea State: Moderate  Weather: P.Cloudy  Air Temp: -1°C  Sea Temp: 1.8°C 
 
 

We woke to a clear sky and a gently undulating sea in a 
deceptively friendly ‘Drake’ as, Hondius steadily ploughed a 
course to Ushuaia. On the bridge an endless stream of …blow 
at 11 o’clock, oh, ah, there, where?  Blow at 10 o’clock, now, 
also 1 o’clock, oh, ah, yes, I see it, where? There! 
Humpback…Sei….Fin…Blue?  Again there….it was something 
big for sure! At 9.00am a sad moment…the handing in of our 
muck-boots. This heralding the coming end of what has been 
a magnificent voyage, exceeding even our wildest 
expectations, especially given the difficult weather. Umpteen 
successful landings and exciting Zodiac cruises and an endless 
stream of interesting highly educational lectures and recaps. 

It has been a wow!  To say nothing of having discussions and sharing fun with fellow passengers from such a range of 
cultures and countries. 
 
Photo competition entries of high quality poured into Misha for the various categories for the presentation in the 
evening and Bill’s Cartoon Polar Plunge certificates were issued to the select band of hardy souls who stumbled 
across the snow and boulders to suffer emersion in the freezing waters at Damoy. The morning continued with a 
lecture from our resident fanatical ornithologist Simon explaining in detail the birds of the Drake and Juan running a 
well- attended technical photo analysis and editing workshop in the lecture theatre.  All afternoon numbered entries 
in the various categories of the photo competition were displayed in a rolling programme on the TV screens. Much 
discussion amongst passengers as they considered who should win. 
 
In the afternoon, appropriately as we had covered such an 
enormous mileage of ocean since the start of the voyage 
and were crossing the vast expanse of the Drake , Bill 
delivered his ‘Looking, Seeing , Thinking’  lecture ‘Paintings 
of the sea…the meaning of the sea in paintings’. Highlights 
were the detailed explanations of the paintings of Breugel, 
Rembrandt, Turner, Gericault, Winslow Homer and 
numerous others. A common theme…mortality. A 
perspective on existence ‘   His quote…’We are but nothing 
in nature and the scheme of things.’  This was a thought-
provoking presentation. The evening entertainment began 
after dinner with a viewing and passenger vote on which 
were the best photographs in the competition.  Finally, 
passengers were asked to form teams and participate in the 
end of cruise quiz Anthony hosted the highly competitive event as groups racked their brains and  debated the 
answers. It was a most enjoyable evening and as Hondius motored steadily north in  a calm Drake, a perfect end to 
another most enjoyable day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Day 20 – Sunday 12st November 2023 

At Sea to Ushuaia 
12:00 GPS Position: 56° 42’S / 065° 46’W  
Wind: N7  Sea State: Moderate Weather: Overcast Air Temp: 3°C Sea Temp: 7.2°C 
 

 

Our last day at sea began with a wakeup call from our 
Expedition Leader Pippa. Drake Passage was treating us all 
very well. Just like yesterday, we were again having smooth 
sailing in relatively calm seas with many species of 
Albatrosses accompanying us in our journey towards 
Ushuaia. Since early morning, our keen birders were out in 
the decks looking for Light-mantled Albatrosses.  
 
We all were feeling a little bittersweet with our wonderful 
voyage slowly coming to an end. Some of us were busy 
packing our bags for tomorrow. But there was still lot to do 
on board. The expedition team had prepared a busy 

presentation programme for us. We started off with Saskia. She had prepared a delightful presentation on Polar 
Wives, the stories of all these remarkable women behind famous Polar Explorers. Then Pelin continued with her 
presentation on prehistoric life in Antarctica titled “Green house to Ice house”. It was fascinating to learn about how 
Antarctica was once home to lush forests and dinosaurs and how this remarkable continent throughout its history 
played a pivotal role in the migration and distribution of all life in today´s southern continents.  
 
After another delicious buffet lunch prepared by our galley team, we headed back to the lounge to watch a 
documentary on Antarctica. We were able to recognize some of the places shown in the documentary. And what a 
joy it was. We were part of the fortunate minority who visited one of the most remote corners of our Planet Earth. 
Around late afternoon we once more were invited to the lounge for the very last presentation of our voyage. Felicity 
talked about the Threats Antarctic wildlife was facing in today’s changing climatic conditions. She urged us to act, be 
Antarctic ambassadors and defend an otherwise defenseless continent.   
 
Around 6pm we were invited back to the lounge for Captain´s 
cocktail. We were surprised to see all the Expedition Team dressed 
up nicely. Everyone had big smiles on their faces. Captain Toni 
raised his glass to our voyage. Then we had the great pleasure to 
watch Misha´s end of the voyage slideshow. It was such a delight to 
watch his work. Wonderful images accompanied by footage of 
wildlife, beautiful background music…. Wow! And the incredible 
amount of work he had put into the slideshow really came through. 
We all had tears in our eyes after watching it.  
 
After this emotional gathering in the lounge, we were invited to our 
dining room for one last dinner on board. The Galley team did not 
disappoint. Another delicious meal, laughter, and many happy faces. We also had a chance to show our gratitude to 
the hotel team who always made sure we always got what we needed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Day 21 – Monday 13th November 2023 
Disembarkation in Ushuaia 
08:00 GPS Position: 54° 48’S / 068° 17’W  
Wind: SW4  Sea State: Port Weather: Overcast Air Temp: 8°C Sea Temp: 8°C 
 
At 06:00 am, we approached the port of Ushuaia ready to disembark for the final time. The last three weeks have 
taken us on a remarkable journey to the Falkland Islands, South Georgia South Shetlands, the Antarctic continent 
itself and the vast Southern Ocean in between.  This unforgettable journey showed us a glimpse of life in these 
remote and sometimes inhospitable corners of our Planet Earth. We have encountered amazing wildlife, made new 
friends, learned and experienced together. We will all take different memories of our voyage back home but those 
memories  will stay with us for the rest of our lives. This was our expedition ! 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Total distance sailed on our voyage: 3914 Nautical Miles 

Furthest point south: 64° 59’ 

 

 
 
 

Your Expedition Team! 
 

 
 

On behalf of everyone on board we thank you for travelling with us and wish you a safe 
journey home. 
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Birds and Marine Mammals of the Antarctic region including Falkland Islands and South Georgia:  24th October 2023 - 13th November 2023

English Latin 24th 25th 26th 27th 28th 29th 30th 31st 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th
Upland Goose Chloephaga picta X X
Kelp Goose Chloephaga hybrida X
Ruddy-headed Goose Chloephaga rubidiceps
Flying Steamer Duck Tachyeres patachonicus
Falkland Flightless Steamer Duck Tachyeres brachypterus X X
Crested Duck Lophonetta specularioides X X
Chiloe Wigion Anas sibilatrix
Speckled Teal Anas flavirostris X
Silver Teal Spatula versicolor
Yellow-billed Pintail Anas georgia
South Georgia Pintail Anas georgica georgica X X X X
Great Grebe Podichephorous major X
Silvery Grebe Podiceps occipitalis X
Emperor Penguin Aptenodytes forsteri
King Penguin Aptenodytes patagonicus X X X X X X
Adélie Penguin Pygoscelis adeliae X X
Gentoo Penguin Pygoscelis papua papua X X X X X X X X X
Chinstrap Penguin Pygoscelis antarctica X X X X X X
Macaroni Penguin Eudyptes chrysolophus X X
Rockhopper Penguin Eudyptes chrysocome X
Magellanic Penguin Spheniscus magellanicus X X X X X
Wandering Albatross Diomedea exulans X X X
Northern Royal Albatross Diomedea sanfordi
Southern Royal Albatross Diomedea epomophora X X X X X X X
Black-browed Albatross Diomedea melanophris X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Grey-Headed Albatross Diomedea chrysostoma X X X X
Light-Mantled Sooty Albatross Phoebetria palpebrata X X X X X X X X
Northern Giant-Petrel Macronectes halli X X X X X X X X X
Southern Giant-Petrel Macronectes giganteus X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Southern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialoides X X X X X X X X X X
Cape Petrel (Pintado) Daption capensis X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Antarctic Petrel Thalassoica antarctica X X
Snow Petrel Pagodroma nivea X X X X X X X X
Atlantic Petrel Peterodroma incerta X X
Blue Petrel Halobaena caerulea X X X X X X X X
White-chinned Petrel Procellaria aequinoctialis X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Soft-Plumaged Petrel Pterodroma mollis
Kerguelen Petrel Aphrodroma brevirostris X
Grey Petrel Procellaria cinerea
Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus X X X X X
Subantarctic Little Shearwater Puffinus elegans
Great Shearwater Puffinus gravis X X X X X
Antarctic Prion Pachyptila desolata X X X X X X X X X X
Fairy Prion Pachyptila turtur X
Slender-billed Prion Pachyptila belcheri X X X X X X X X X X
Wilson’s Storm-Petrel Oceanites oceanicus X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Fuegian Storm Petrel Oceanites oceanicus chilensis X
Black-bellied Storm-Petrel Fregetta tropica X X X X X X
Grey-backed Storm-Petrel Oceanites nereis X X



Common Diving-Petrel Pelecanoides (urinatrix) berard X X X X
Magellanic Diving-Petrel Pelecanoides magellani
South Georgia Diving Petrel Pelecanoides georgicus X X X X
Snowy (Pale-faced) Sheatbill Chionis alba X X X X X X X X X
Rock Shag Phalacrocorax magellanicus X X
South Georgia Shag Phalacrocorax georgianus X X X X X
Imperial (Blue Eyed) Shag Phalacrocorax atriceps X X X X X
Antarctic Shag Phalacrocorax bransfieldensis X X X X X
Black-crowned Night Heron Nyticorax nyticorax
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura X X
Red-backed Hawk Buteo polyosoma
Striated Caracara Phalcoboenus australis X
Crested Caracara Caracara plancus X
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
Magellanic Oystercatcher Haematopus leucopodus X X
Blackish Oystercatcher Haematopus ater X
Two-banded Plover Charadrius falklandicus X
Rufous-chested Dotterel Charadrius modestus X
Magellanic Snipe Gallinago paraguaiae magellanica X
Falkland Skua Catharacta antarctica X X X
Chilean Skua Catharacta chilensis
South Polar Skua Catharacta maccormicki X
Sub-Antarctic (Brown) Skua Catharacta lonnbergi X X X X X X X X X X
Dolphin Gull Larus scoresbii X X
Bown-headed Gull Chroicocephalusmaculipennis X X
Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
South American Tern Sterna hirundinacea X X X X X
Antarctic Tern Sterna vittata X X X X X X X X X X
Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea X
Blackish Cinclodes (Tussack Bird) Cinclodes antarcticus antarcticus X
Dark-faced Ground-tyrant Muscisaxicola m. macloviana X X
Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savana
House Sparrow Passer domesticus X
Cobb's Wren Troglodytes cobbi
Grass Wren Cistothorus platensis X
American Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota X
Falkland Thrush Turdus falcklandii falcklandii X X
White-banded Mockingbird Mimus triurus
Rufous-collared sparrow Zonotrichia capensis
Long-tailed Meadow Lark Sturnella loyca falklandica X
Correndera Pipit Anthus correndera X
South Georgia Pipit Anthus antarcticus X X X
White-bridled Finch Melanodera melanodera X X
Black-chinned Siskin Carduelis barbata X

Marine mammals 24th 25th 26th 27th 28th 29th 30th 31st 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th
Southern Right Whale Eubalaena australis X
Antarctic Minke Whale Balaenoptera bonaerensis
Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae X X X X X X X X



Blue Whale Balaenoptera musculus X X X
Fin Whale Balaenoptera physalus X X X X X X
Sei Whale Balaenoptera borealis X X
Cuvier's Beaked Whale Ziphius cavirostris X X
Southern Bottlenose Whale Hyperoodon planifrons
Long Finned Pilot whale Globicephala melas X
Killer Whale Orcinus orca X
Hourglass Dolphin Lagenorhynchus cruciger
Peale’s Dolphin Lagenorhynchus australis X X
Dusky Dolphin Lagenorhynchus obscurus
Commerson’s Dolphin Cephalorhynchus commersonii X
Leopard Seal Hydrurga leptonyx X
Crabeater Seal Lobodon carcinophagus X X X
Weddell Seal Leptonychotes weddelli X X X X
Southern Elephant Seal Mirounga leonin X X X X
Antarctic Fur Seal Arctocephalus gazella X X X X X X X
Southern Sea Lion Otaria flavescens X



Pippa Low – Expedition Leader 
 

Pippa has worked as a marine guide and skipper 
for 15 years, primarily in Scotland, Australia, 
New Zealand and the polar regions. A marine 
scientist specialising in marine mammal 
research and conservation, she splits her time 
between the hemispheres, and loves showing 
the public the marine world and all it has to 
offer. 
 
Growing up on the coast of the incredible 
Moray Firth sparked a love for the marine world 
and its inhabitants. Spending every spare 
minute in, on or under the water; professional 
life reflected this love from a young age, 
becoming an instructor in various marine 

disciplines and going on to study Marine biology at university in Scotland, then 
later, Australia. 
 
Upon completion of her degree, Pippa has worked as a marine mammal observer, 
scientific diver and research assistant on various research projects; including photo 
ID, migration, distribution and behavioural studies on a range of marine mammals. 
She has developed a keen interest in marine mammal conservation through 
outreach and research. 
 
After working in the Ross Sea region of Antarctica as a research assistant, she 
fell in love with Antarctica. Pippa now works as a full-time guide and Expedition 
Leader in both the Arctic and Antarctica. In-between seasons, she still 
finds time to work on research projects – most recently completing a masters 
research degree specialising in Humpback Whale physiology. 
 



Felicity Johnson – Assistant Expedition 
Leader 

 
Felicity, a marine biologist, commercial skipper, and 
guide, is driven by a strong commitment to marine 
mammal conservation. With a decade of 
experience, she has developed expertise in marine 
mammal research, including cetacean 
entanglement studies, biopsy collection and 
analysis, and global photo identification projects. 
 
Currently residing in Vancouver, Canada, Felicity 
takes on several roles. She serves as an 
Environmental Educator at Sea Smart Schools, a 
non-profit organization focused on educating the 
next generation about the importance of our 
oceans and our changing climate. Additionally, 

Felicity is a dedicated crew member and research assistant on board an 
Environment Canada research vessel, aligning with her mission to protect marine 
ecosystems. 
 
Having grown up in Scotland, Felicity's appreciation for the outdoors grew during 
childhood holidays along the Scottish coast and hills. Her journey led her from 
teaching sailing during school breaks to pursuing a degree in marine biology. During 
her Master's degree, she earned certifications as a commercial skipper, marine 
mammal observer, advanced diver, and wilderness first aider. 
 
This period also sparked Felicity's concern about marine pollution, prompting her 
to focus her professional and personal responsibilities in raising awareness, 
coordinating events, talks and organising clean-ups, all geared towards addressing 
the challenges posed by our changing climate.  



Alexander Romanovskiy -Assistant  
Expedition Leader 

 
Alexander Romanovskiy comes from 
Saint-Petersburg, the Northern capital of 
Russia. He was born in 1981. After 
having graduated from the boarding 
school Alexander entered Saint-
Petersburg State University, where he 
spent 5 years studying physical 
geography, ecology, regional geography 
and international tourism. Afterwards he 
was working on his PhD thesis in Herzen 
State Pedagogical University of Russia, 
doing geoecological researches. 
 
In the year of 2011 however, Alexander 
decided to pause his scientific career 
and start doing something completely 

different, which means working in tourism and traveling the world. He 
spent 2 seasons working as a trekking guide in Fann mountains 
(Tajikistan), 1 season on Novolazarevskaya Antarctic scientific station 
(Queen Maud Land, Antarctica) working as a member of a guesthouse 
crew.  
 
Since February of 2012 most part of the year he spends on Svalbard. For 
five seasons in a row Alexander has been living and working as a guide 
in a ghost town of Pyramiden. In 2016 a new page in Alexander’s guiding 
career was opened: he started working as a naturalist guide on cruise 
ships in polar regions of the world – Svalbard and Antarctica. 
 
3 to 4 months a year Alexander dedicates to his main passion – traveling 
the world. No public transport, no hotels, only hitch-hiking and staying 
overnight with locals or sleeping in a tent. This way he has already visited 
almost all Soviet republics, Middle East (Iran, Turkey), Asia (China), South 
America (Argentina, Chile, Paraguay), and it is hopefully far not the end! 
The world is big, friendly and interesting to explore! 



Mikhail Barabanov – Expedition 
Guide 

 

Born in St Petersburg, Russia, but 
raised in Luxemburg, Mikhail now lives 
in Switzerland, where he delights in 
camping all over the local 
mountainscape. 

He spent quite some time in the 
academic world, obtaining master’s 
degrees in Marine Mammal Science and 
in Ecology and Nature Conservation. 
After working for several field seasons 
as a scientist in distant places on marine 
mammals and birds, he was keen to 
pursue a way to combine his passion for 
travelling, outreach and the higher 

latitudes. 

His deep interest for the polar regions was formed on a visit to Antarctica 
with Oceanwide in 2018 as part of a university course. At the time, he was 
stunned by the pristineness and the vibrance of life found in the Southern 
Ocean and wanted to find a way to return in a professional capacity. As 
he prefers the world’s colder regions, Oceanwide provided the opportunity 
to immerse himself in the polar world. 

No stranger to adverse weather and difficult living conditions, Mikhail is 
always looking to find places and moments that exude true calm and 
serenity. As an avid photographer and videographer, he is always seen 
carrying his gear around from place to place, trying to improve his craft 
and capture wildlife in their natural behaviour. 

Usually in high spirits, he works as a guide on a variety of expeditions, on 
which he can be found always ready to help and looking to increase his 
savoir-faire in all things ocean and wildlife. 
 
 



Anthonie Luteijn – Expedition guide 

 
Anthonie is a passionate surfer and a life-
long ocean lover. He loves to travel and 
discover different places around the 
world. He enjoys the cultural and nature 
diversities of different countries, and he 
likes to meet and connect with the people 
he meets along the way.  
 
Anthonie grew up, right on the beach, in 
the southwestern coastal province of The 
Netherlands, called Zeeland. For his stud-
ies, he moved to Delft where he com-
pleted his bachelor’s degree in Civil Engi-
neering and his master’s degree in Hy-
draulic Engineering at the Technical Uni-
versity of Delft. He has a coastal speciali-

sation, which embraces a great interest in oceanography. During this 
study program, he took part in several projects around the world and con-
ducted research on an artificial fish migration river in the Netherlands. 
 
In the summer months, Anthonie enjoys sharing his passion for the 
oceans as a surf coach. He sees the ocean as a diverse and unique place 
which feels like home. Out at sea on the ship he enjoys sharing this pas-
sion with everyone on board.  
One of the projects he has done was on the plastic waste problem in In-
donesia. By creating a real-world, coupled economic-environmental 
model, focusing on one of the plastic polluted rivers.  
 
He is very much looking forward working as an expedition guide on board 
with Oceanwide this season.  The polar regions are incredibly unique pla-
ces in the world to visit. And Anthonie thinks it is a privilege for everyone 
to take these life-long memories home and to share the experiences with 
family and friends!  



Juan Berenstein – Expedition Guide  

 
Juan is a professional photographer and 
drone pilot born in Ushuaia, Argentina. 
He is embarking on his first Antarctic 
Expedition Cruise with Oceanwide 
Expeditions. 
 
He is a young and highly motivated 
person, who loves enjoying outdoors 
and on the mountains. His hobbies are 
trekking, camping, FPV drone flying and 
photography. 
 
His passion for nature started at an early 
age with his family, who enjoyed the 
weekends camping at the end of the 
world and travelling around the country 

on holidays. Nowadays he enjoys discovering new landscapes around the 
end of the Andes chain with his friends. 
 
He studied photography in Buenos Aires and decided to return to his 
hometown to start his career and develop an independent way of life. 
 
Juan has been working in tourism for more than 5 years in Ushuaia and 
has amazing skills related to guest management, being a sociable and 
talkative person. He speaks natively Spanish, English and some German 
as he did an exchange back in 2014 after finishing high school. 
 
Going to Antarctica has been a lifetime dream of his, as being born at the 
southernmost city in the world and the nearest city to the white continent 
really set the path for the years to come. He plans on starting a Polar 
career learning from every aspect, from wildlife to history, and someday 
become an Expedition expert. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ashleigh Kitchiner – Expedition 
Guide  

 
Ashleigh is a passionate marine 
mammal specialist and environmental 
advocate. She is educated formally with 
a BSc. (Hons) Biology and MRes. 
Marine Mammal Genetics from the 
University of Chester, UK. Her 
enthusiasm started many years ago as a 
young girl and was further instilled when 
she saw her first wild bottlenose dolphins 
on an internship in the Bay of Biscay in 
2016. She has been fortunate enough to 
work across the globe in a number of 
different roles and is extremely excited to 
be visiting Antarctica with you and 
sharing this experience. 
 

Academically, she has conducted research using stranding data and 
genetic samples to compile population genetics of long-finned pilot whales 
(Globicephala melas) across the British Isles. Spoiler alert, she couldn’t 
identify any specific population dynamics in the UK population; however, 
she is delving deeper into their genetics to see if there are any other 
signatures to help solve this mystery.  
 
After university she worked for a charity identifying marine mammals 
across the Hebrides, Scotland, UK. Now, Ashleigh balances working with 
the energy sector, creating mitigation strategies and implementing 
mitigation worldwide for marine mammals, with travelling to the polar 
regions as a guide and exploring remote places. During her career she 
has gained an in-depth understanding of marine mammal ecology, policy 
and legislation, underwater noise, bioacoustics, noise model 
interpretation and disturbance modelling. 
 
 
 



Pelin Asfuroglu – Expedition Guide  

 
Pelin was born and raised in Istanbul, 
Turkey.  
 
Growing up in a very big city, she was 
amazed by the stories she read about 
the adventures of early explorers and 
mountain climbers who travelled to the 
most remote places in the world.  
 
She discovered her real passion for 
great outdoors at age 17 when she first 
started paragliding. 
 
Thanks to the great extracurricular 
student activities offered in her 
University, she ended up spending most 

of her time paragliding, mountain climbing, caving and sailing. During the 
long summer holidays, she worked as a trekking/mountain guide in 
diverse locations throughout Turkey. 
 
Her love of outdoors has taken her so many wonderful places in the world; 
from the Himalayan Mountains to the Amazon rainforests. Pelin finally 
settled in Chilean Patagonia in 2013 where she has worked as an outdoor 
guide leading multi-day hiking and wildlife trips.  
 
Her interest in Polar Regions was kindled when she first travelled to 
Antarctica. In other words, she caught the Polar Fever. 
 
Pelin holds a Master’s degree in History from the University of Leiden. She 
specially is interested in Polar Exploration history and loves to share her 
knowledge with the guests. 
 
 
 

Picture aspect ratio 4:5 
size 3.4 x 2.72, 
Wrap text = Through 



Simon Davies - Expedition Guide 
 
 

Simon is a life-long birder and 
naturalist and after achieving a 
Masters degree in Ecology focusing 
on seabirds he has undertaken a 
broad range of wildlife related 
contracts around the world. 
 
His career has predominantly been 
focused on birds (with the only 
notable ‘blip’ coming during a year 
researching Meerkats in South 
Africa) during which his focus has 
ranged from research to conservation 
to guiding and much in between.   
Most recently he has been working in 
Scotland and Sweden studying both 
breeding birds and migratory species 
through ringing/banding, a wide 

range of surveys and other tracking methods. 
 
He is an experienced guide, having led bird and wildlife tours in Australia 
and many tours, walks and talks in his native UK, enthusiastic about 
sharing the wide range of seabirds in the colonies he loves. 
 
Among the recent studies he has participated in has included putting 
geolocators on Black Guillemots in Scotland to find out where they are 
foraging, fixing satellite transmitters on migratory wading birds in Australia 
to track their movements as they move up and down the East Asia flyway 
and affixing geolocators on Great Reed Warblers in Sweden to work out 
migratory routes. 
 
A large part of his recent work has also been training others in bird 
ringing/banding and surveying, hopefully inspiring others to a career in 
research or conservation. 
 
The vast majority of his spare time is also spent birding and wildlife 
watching and he has undertaken many trips around the world including 
Australia, Europe, India, Venezuela and the USA, always chasing the next 
bird! 



Julia Angermeier - Expedition Guide 

Julia was born Germany in a small 
village outside of Frankfurt.  

She has always had a love of the 
outdoors. Camping, hiking, 
mountaineering, kayaking have been 
her favorite activities since her 
childhood.  

She started her proffesional career as 
an Intensive Care Nurse in 1998 and 
finished her studies in 2003. She 
continues this profession today in her 
time off.  

The majority of her time, however, is 
spent in Puerto Natales (Chile) where she works as a trekking and outdoor 
guide in Torres Del Paine Nationalpark and other regions in Patagonia 
some of the most remote and beautiful parts of the world.  

In 2019 she started working as a camping- and expedition guide for 
Oceanwide Expeditions in Antarctica. From the first day on she fell in love 
with the beautiful and breathtaking nature of the deep south. Becoming a 
Polar guide was now her goal.  

Julia’s “Speciality” are still people…telling the known and unkown stories 
of the most interesting people in the history of exploration of the polar 
regions became her passion. 

Another passion of her is connecting people with nature, and showing the 
beauty around them. Getting people away from their computers, social 
media and stress, and giving them a life chaging experience. 

Julia looks forward to sharing these amazing adventures with her guests 
on every trip.  



Koen Jongerling - Expedition Guide 
 
Having grown up in the Netherlands 
Koen always knew he wanted to live in a 
more rugged landscape then the rather 
flat lowlands that surrounded him. That 
is why after finishing his outdoor 
education in 2011, he choose to move to 
Patagonia, Chile to find the mountains 
he was longing for.  
 
Combining his love for nature and the 
desire to learn more, he started guiding 
expeditions through the mountain 
ranges of Patagonia. Travelling back 
and forth to Europe for additional 
mountain courses - every time feeling 

more at home in the rough conditions of Patagonia. In 2017 he started his 
own guide company, introducing travelers to the beauty of Southern Chile.  
 
Living in Puerto Natales he came to love the cold and extreme weather 
and after years of working in one of the most southern mountain ranges 
in the world, he could not stop looking further south to the great white 
continent, Antarctica.  
 



Bill Smith - Expedition Guide 
 

“Super Bill” as described by his 
colleagues and clients, is a fun-loving 
outdoor pursuits enthusiast, cartoonist 
and former Head of Art and Design 
Education at Ellon Academy 
Aberdeenshire.  
 
Bill joined Oceanwide Expeditions as a 
guide when Plancius was built and over 
the last few years has become addicted 
to the Polar Regions. 
 
He has 58 years’ experience of Art and 
Design Education and Design for 
Industry. Plus 58 years leading and 
instructing a range of outdoor pursuits. 

 
Bill delights in producing humorous cartoon logs of each trip and operates 
as an Artist / Designer / Illustrator / Cartoonist 
 
Aside from his artistic commitments Bill is qualified instructor in a range of 
Royal Yachting Association disciplines including sailing, windsurfing and 
powerboating. He is also a British Canoe Union Open Canoe Instructor 
and British Caving Association Local Cave leader. He is a safety expert in 
these fields. 
 
During the winter at home Bill is a National Patroller for the British 
Association of Ski Patrollers and in addition is a member of Member of the 
Federation Internationale de Patrolles De Ski. 
 
As Bill lives in the North-west of Scotland he is President of Lochinver 
Highland Games Committee and former Chieftain Assynt Highland 
Games. 
 
Bill is an Honorary Member Assynt Crofters Trust and recently awarded  
Honorary Lifetime Guardian of Island of South Georgia. 
 
 



 Carina Ketterer – Expedition Guide 

 
This is Carina, she grew up in the swiss 
capital of Bern far away from the sea. 
Her studies in renewable energies and 
environmental engineering gave her a 
curiosity in energy production and civil 
engineering. She would like to share 
this curiosity with you! Carina is a 
sports nut and runs triathlons in her 
spare time. But don't worry, she has 
vowed to slow down the tours to half-
tempo. 
 
Carinas favorite animal since 
childhood, was the penguin. In 2019 
she finally hopped on a boat to the 
Antarctic to see them in their natural 

habitat. That journey bore in her a new fascination with these cute animals 
and their dominion.  

Beeing the happiest outside, Carina chose to make the world her 
workplace and to become an international guide for Oceanwide 
Expeditions. 

Carina is a passionate and optimistic person who always likes to learn 
new things and has a broad interest in geography, history, archaeology, 
the arts and the natural sciences. As the cheesy Instagramposts say: "The 
journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step". So step up and let 
Carina share her passion for civil engineering and penguins with you and 
take part in your once in a lifetime adventure! 
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Saskia van der Meij – Expedition 
guide  

 
Saskia is an enthusiastic girl born in The 
Netherlands. With a huge national park 
in her backyard, she felt at a young age 
how great it is to be active in & part of 
nature. 
 
Multiple-day hikes in the Andes or the 
Himalayas, kayaking around remote 
islands in Canada or camping on 
mountain tops overlooking Alaska’s 
glaciers.  
 
Saskia has a background in tourism and 
hospitality. For almost twenty years she 
was a product manager for a nature-

oriented tour operator. She travelled to develop interesting products in 
Alaska, Canada, Argentina, Chili, Southern Africa, Australia and New 
Zealand. In that time, while co-guiding a trip in Iceland, she knew she 
wanted to be a nature guide. 
 
In 2019 she worked for three months in Namibia as an assistant hotel 
manager in two different private game lodges. Two fantastic years 
followed while spending her time in North Norway, Spitsbergen and the 
Baltic Sea as a hotel manager on a three mast Barque (Tallship). 
 
But her heart told her to go guiding. She spent almost every season in 
Spitsbergen and became an expedition guide on several ships. She 
called Antarctica home for three months last winter/summer. As a 
camping guide she took guests out for a night on this amazing continent. 
 
She has a wide interest and understanding, from animals and 
landscapes to ice and history with its interesting explorer stories. 
 
Hospitality lies in her core and her ongoing ‘sunshine’ is what guests 
remember Saskia by. She welcomes you on board and likes to share her 
knowledge and enthusiasm for these breathtaking destinations. 



Moniek Mestrom – Expedition Guide 

 
 
Moniek was born and and raised in the 
Netherlands but as soon as she could, 
she started exploring the world. Since her 
first voyage to the Falklands, South 
Georgia and Antarctica in 2017, on one of 
the Oceanwide vessels, she knew she 
had to spend much more time here!  
 
Her love for the outdoors has taken her on 
plenty of adventures to many wonderful 
places in the world, from the cold Polar 
regions to the rainforests in South 
America, to the deserts in Central Asia 
etcetera. As you can tell, she likes the 
more remote places!  

 
She currently lives in New Zealand, where she spends her days off hiking, 
mountainbiking, paddle boarding and luckily, dolphins and whales come 
say hi very close to the shore quite regularly.  
 
She loves to keep learning more about the ice, the wildlife, the history, the 
life in the Polar regions in general and sharing these experiences with the 
passengers, crew and other staff. South Georgia is definitely one her 
favorite places in the whole world.  
 
When she isn’t travelling or working for Oceanwide you will find her at 
the Emergency Department, a complete opposite to the serene, calm 
and beautiful nature of the Polar regions.   
 
If you didn’t realise by now, she loves the sea and wildlife. So, make 
sure to join her out on deck, watching the beautiful animals and scenery 
all around the ship.  
 
 
 
 



Emma Röttger - Physician  

 
Emma was born and raised in the 
Netherlands. This is also where she 
trained as a physician. After obtaining 
her medical degree she further 
specialised in Emergency Medicine, 
finishing her training in January of 2020. 
The Covid-19 outbreak brought 
unexpected challenges in her new role 
as a consultant, but she enjoys every 
aspect of her chosen field. 
 
During her training to become a medical 
doctor, she had the opportunity to work 
in various countries such as Egypt, 
Ghana, Australia and New Zealand. 
This allowed her to experience different 

ways of working, different health care systems and a good amount of 
improvisation skills.  
 
In her free time she enjoys spending time in the mountains, be it the Alps, 
the Dolomites or further abroad. Combining her passion for 
mountaineering with her medical profession is a dream coming true as 
she is currently doing a post-graduate in Mountain Medicine.  
 
Emma is looking forward to her polar adventures but does hope you won’t 
need her too much in her professional role.  



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica 

24th October 2023 
Embarkation – Puerto Madryn 

 

 
WELCOME ABOARD! 

 
Luggage will be delivered to your cabin. Please make check to make sure you have 
received all your luggage. If you have any extra luggage in your cabin – please notify 
a crew member.  
 

* * Tea and coffee are always available in the lounge on deck 5 * * 
 
±1700 Welcome & safety briefing - Please join us in the lounge (deck 5, 

forward) for a welcome to the voyage, followed by a mandatory safety 
briefing and lifeboat drill. 
 
Lifeboat Drill 
All guests accommodated on Deck 3 (Cabins 301-337) will go to 
MUSTER STATION A which is the Restaurant on Deck 4 
All guests accommodated on decks 4, 6, and 7 will go to MUSTER 
STATION B which is the Observation Lounge on Deck 5 

 
 
±1745 Departure from Puerto Madryn. 
-1800  The bridge will be closed during these operations.  
 
 
1830 Expedition Introduction & Captain’s Welcome – Please join us in the 

lounge (deck 5) for an introduction to the expedition, a welcome to 
your new home from the Hotel manager, the captain’s toast and to 
meet your expedition team. 

 
1930  Dinner is served in the dining room (deck 4) 
 
 
 

 
We will sail into open sea this evening and the ship may move – please secure your 

belongings and be careful when moving around the ship. 
Take your seasickness medication before we head out into open sea- the doctor will 

be available in the lounge after dinner to assist. 



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Wednesday 25th October 2023 
At Sea to the Falkland Islands 

 

 
 
 
0745 Wake up call - Good Morning! 
 
0800 Breakfast is served in the dining room (deck 4). 
 
0915 Zodiac & Biosecurity Briefing - Please join us in the lounge (deck 5) for 

our mandatory zodiac operations and biosecurity briefings (All must 
attend please). 

 
1100 Whales of the Southern Ocean – Please join Ashleigh in the lounge 

(deck 5) for her lecture on these ocean giants.  
 
1230 Lunch will be served in the dining room (deck 4).  
 
1400 Ocean Waves – Please join Anthonie in the lounge (deck 5) for his 

lecture revealing the secrets behind ocean waves. 
 
1600 Boots & Zodiac lifejackets– We will call you by deck to collect your 

Muck boots and zodiac life jackets from the boot room on Deck 3. 
Please bring your thick socks for the perfect fit! Please listen for 
announcements.  

 
1815 Recap – Please join the Expedition team in the lounge (deck 5) for our 

first daily recap and briefing.  
 
1900  Dinner is served in the dining room (deck 4) – Tonight’s dinner will be 

plated – please make your way to the dining room promptly. 
 
 
 

 
Please walk slowly on the ship, never rush. Keep one hand for yourself and at least 
one hand for the ship. Shut all doors gently but firmly and keep fingers away from 

door frames. 



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Thursday 26th October 2023 
At Sea to the Falkland Islands  

 
 
 
0745 Wake up call -  Good Morning! 
 
0800 Breakfast is served in the dining room. 
 
0915 Photography Workshop – Please join Juan in the lounge for his lecture 

and workshop about how to maximise your photography skills during 
the voyage! 

 
1030 Biosecurity – We will call you by deck to deck 3 to complete our first 

biosecurity cleaning – please bring all your outerwear, backpacks, 
muckboots and tripods/walking sticks to be cleaned and/or checked. 
Please listen for announcements.  

 
1230 Lunch will be served in the dining room. 
 
1400  Birds of the Falklands – Please join Simon in the main lounge for his 

lecture about the variety and the most colourful representatives of 
feathered fauna of the Falkland Islands. 

 
1600 Birdwatching Workshop – Please join Simon and the expedition team 

on deck 5 aft for spotting and watching the pelagic birds of this region. 
Don’t forget your binoculars and cameras!  

 
1815 Recap – Please join the Expedition team in the lounge (deck 5) for our 

daily recap and briefing.  
 
1900  Dinner is served in the dining room (deck 4) – Tonight’s dinner will be 

plated – please make your way to the dining room promptly. 
 
 
 

Please walk slowly on the ship, never rush. Keep one hand for yourself and at least 
one hand for the ship. Shut all doors gently but firmly and keep fingers away from 

door frames. 
 



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Friday 27th October 2023 
Saunders Island 

 
 
04:45 Wakeup call -- Good Morning! 
  There will be breakfast pastries in the lounge. 
 
This morning we hope to land at Saunders Island; offering a walk up a gentle incline 

to visit Magellanic penguins, Southern Rockhoppers and Black-browed Albatross. 
Please follow the poles and remember to keep a safe distance from wildlife. 

 
+/- 05:30  Deck 3/4 please come to the zodiac boarding area (deck 3) – listen for 

announcements. 
+/- 05:45  Deck 6/7 please come to the zodiac boarding area (deck 3) – listen for 

announcements. 
 
09:00 Breakfast is served in the dining room. 
 
 
11:00 Bird Migration – please join Misha in the lounge for his lecture all about 

the distant travels of birds driven by the vicissitudes of seasons. 
 
 
13:00 Lunch will be served in the dining room. 
 
 
15:00  Movie time! A documentary ‘Falkland Islands: The Untold Story’ will be 

playing in the lecture room. Popcorn provided. 
 
 
18:15 Recap – Please join the Expedition team in the lounge for our daily recap 

and briefing.  
 
19:00  Dinner is served in the dining room. 
 

The daily program may change due to weather. Please listen to announcements. 
 

Gentle reminder – Avian bird flu is a critical threat to wildlife in the Falklands. 
Please do not kneel/lie down/sit and please keep a 5 metre distance from any 

wildlife. 



 
Falkland Islands, South Georgia  

& Antarctica  
Saturday 28th October 2023 
Port Stanley & Gypsy Cove 

 
 
0645 Wake up call -  Good Morning! 
0700  Breakfast is served in the dining room. 
 

This morning we hope to land at Port Stanley – the capital of the Falkland Islands. 
Opening times for the shops and museum to be confirmed, but hopefully they will be 
open by 10am. You can wear your own shoes – but please make sure they are clean 

of any dirt, seeds,etc. Your bags and clothing may also be checked. 
You can walk freely through the town – but please respect the local traffic and 

peoples’ homes. Very last zodiac will leave the jetty at 12:45pm. 
 
0815   Deck 6/7 -  please come to the zodiac boarding area (deck 3) – listen for 

announcements. 
0830   Deck 3/4 - please come to the zodiac boarding area (deck 3) – listen for 

announcements. 
  

A bus will be available for anyone who would like to visit Gypsy Cove, a beautiful white 
sandy beach and wildlife site just 7 miles from Stanley. Here there is the opportunity to 
view Magellanic penguins, a wide range other bird species and WWII gun placements. 
 
0830 Bus Shuttle 1 – will depart from the jetty for Gypsy Cove and then leave 

Gypsy Cove at 1000. 
0845 Bus Shuttle 2 – will depart from the jetty for Gypsy Cove and then leave 

Gypsy Cove at 1015. 
 
1030  First zodiac returning to Hondius. 
1245  Last zodiac returning to Hondius. 
 
1300  Lunch will be served in the dining room. 
 
1500 Hondius – Please join Bill in the lounge for his lecture all about the 

origin of M/V Hondius and the operations behind the scenes. 
 
1800 Recap – Please join the Expedition team in the lounge for our daily 

recap and briefing.  
 
1900  Dinner is served in the dining room. 



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Sunday 29th October 2023 
At Sea to South Georgia 

 

 
 
 No wake up call this morning. Enjoy your sleep in. 
 
 
0800 Breakfast is served in the dining room. 
 
0900 Bird Watching – Please join Simon and the team on deck 5 aft for another 

bird ID workshop! Don’t forget your binoculars and camera! 
 
1000 Whaling in South Georgia - Please join Julia in the lounge to learn how 

and why whales where commercially hunted in South Georgia, as well as 
how it has impacted the population of these gentle giants. 

 
1200 -> 1300                 The clocks will change and move 1 hour forward. 
 
1300 Lunch will be served in the dining room.  
 
1430 Shackleton’s Youth and Journeys – Please join Koen in the lounge to 

learn that Shackleton is not just a brand of whisky, but a person that really 
existed. 

 
1630 Endurance – Shackleton’s Saga of Survival (1914-1916) – Please join 

Pelin in the lounge to find out that Shackleton and Amundsen are 
different people. 

 
1815 Recap – Please join the Expedition team in the lounge for our daily recap 

and briefing.  
 
1900  Dinner is served in the dining room – Tonight’s dinner will be plated – 

please make your way to the dining room promptly. 
 
After Movie night (Happy Feet!) with a side of popcorn!  
Dinner 
 

Please walk slowly on the ship, never rush. Keep one hand for yourself and at least 
one hand for the ship. Shut all doors firmly and keep fingers away from door frames. 



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Sunday 30th October 2023 
At Sea to South Georgia 

 
 
07:45 Wakeup call – Stop sleeping! 
 
0800 Breakfast is served in the dining room. 
 
0915 South Georgia Briefing – Please join us in the Lounge for a mandatory 

briefing and video (narrated by David Attenborough) for our visit to South 
Georgia. 

 
1100 Biosecurity session -- We will call you by deck to deck 3 to complete our 

biosecurity cleaning – please bring all your outerwear, backpacks, 
muckboots and tripods/walking sticks to be cleaned and/or checked. 
Please clean your gear beforehand – this is meant only as a check. Please 
listen for announcements. 

 
1230 Lunch will be served in the dining room.  
 
During the afternoon we will pass by Shag rocks – an area of upwellings and possible 
increase in wildlife sightings – please stand by for announcements on the timing we 

will pass – this may alter the program for the afternoon. 
 
1400 Penguins – Carina will get you acquainted with all the penguins we plan 

to encounter during our stay on South Georgia. Please join her in the 
Lounge on deck 5. 

 
1600 Seals – Don’t be silly, be sealy instead! Join Felicity in the main Lounge 

for a lecture on seals of the Southern ocean. 
 
1800 Recap – Please join the Expedition team in the lounge for our daily recap 

and briefing.  
 

As we enter South Georgia special protection area, we must minimise the light 
pollution to prevent birds striking the ship. PLEASE PUT ALL THE BLINDS IN YOUR 

CABINS DOWN before dinner! 
 
1900  Dinner is served in the dining room. 



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Tuesday 31st October 2023 
Right Whale Bay & Salisbury Plain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
0715 Wakeup call - Good Morning!  
 
0730 Breakfast is served in the dining room. 
 
This morning we hope to land at Right Whale Bay with king penguins, fur seals, and 

stunning, scenic waterfalls.  
 
+/- 0930 Deck 6 and 7 please come to the zodiac boarding area.  
 
+/- 0945 Deck 3 and 4 please come to the zodiac boarding area.  
 
1230 Lunch will be served in the dining room. 
 
This afternoon we hope to land at Salisbury Plain. One of the South Georgia’s largest 

elephant seal breeding populations and the second largest king penguin colony.  
 
+/- 1530 Deck 3 and 4 please come to the zodiac boarding area.  
 
+/- 1545 Deck 6 and 7 please come to the zodiac boarding area. 
 
1830 Halloween Happy Hour in the lounge! 
 
1900 Recap Please join our team for our daily 

recap. 
 
1930 Dinner in the dining room. Bon appetite! 
 
 
Please remember to bio-secure all your outer clothes, boots, bags 
and poles between each landing. We could be inspected by the South Georgia Government at 
anytime! Please do not keep any excessive things in your pockets (plastic bags, tissues etc.), the 
only things you are allowed to drop are your jaws! 



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Wednesday 1st November 
Stromness & Grytviken 

 
 
 
0645 Wake up call - Good Morning! .  
 
0700 Breakfast is served in the dining room. 
 
This morning we hope to land at Stromness, the end destination of Shackleton’s rescue journey in 

1916. We will offer a walk to a stunning waterfall, names ‘Shackleton Falls’, at the back of 
the valley. The walk will be mostly flat, through long grass and inclines towards the falls. 

Total length of walk will be 4km return. The old station is now surrounded by plentiful 
wildlife including many Antarctic fur seals, so there is plenty to observe should you wish not 

do the waterfall walk. 
 
0830 Deck 6 and 7 please come to the zodiac boarding area. 
 
0845 Deck 3 and 4 please come to the zodiac boarding area 
 
We will be inspected by the South Georgia Government upon arrival in Grytviken! 
Please remember to bio-secure all your outer clothes, boots, bags and poles. There 

will be vacuums available on deck 3. 
 
1230 Lunch will be served in the dining room. 
 

This afternoon we hope to land at Grytviken. Here you can expect to see the old 
whaling station, church, cemetery, and visit the museum, shop & post office.  

You can pay by credit card or cash (GBP, USD & EURO) in the shop/museum only.  
In the post office you can only use GBP or card. 

 
+/-1430  Deck 3 and 4 please come to the zodiac boarding area, we will 

disembark you at the cemetery area. 
+/-1445  Deck 6 and 7 please come to the zodiac boarding area, we will 

disembark you at the cemetery area. 
 
+/-1600 Whaling Station Guided tour.  South Georgia Heritage Trust invite you to 

a guided tour of Grytviken Whaling Station. 
 
1815 Recap – Please join the expedition team in the lounge for the daily recap. 
 
1830 Special South Georgia Dinner – bring your warm clothes!  



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Thursday 2nd November 2023 
Cooper Bay & Ocean Harbour 

 
 
0445 Wake up call -  Good Morning! 
  

There will be pastries and juice available in the lounge. 
 

This morning we would like to offer your first zodiac cruise around Cooper Bay. During the cruise 
we hope to spot some macaroni penguins, king penguins, fur seals and elephant seals, as well 

as beautiful geological structures along the coastline. 
 

+/-0515 Deck 6 and 7 please come to the zodiac boarding area for your zodiac 
cruise. 

 
+/-0530 Deck 3 and 4 please come to the zodiac boarding area for your zodiac 

cruise. 
 
0800 Breakfast is served in the dining room. 
 
As we sail towards Ocean Harbour for the afternoon, please enjoy the stunning landscapes of South 
Georgia and keep your eyes peeled for wildlife along the way! Please remember to bio-secure your 

outer clothes and gear and enjoy some well-deserved rest before the afternoon excursion! 
 
1230           Lunch will be served in the dining room. 
 

This afternoon we aim to land at Ocean Harbour. Here we can find more remnants of a whaling 
station as well as sealing trypots. There is also the shipwreck of the ‘Bayard’, built in 1984 but ran 

aground during strong winds in 1911, creating new nesting grounds for many species of birds. 
 
 
+/- 1400 Deck 3 and 4 please come to the zodiac boarding area. 
 
+/-1415 Deck 6 and 7 please come to the zodiac boarding area. 
 
 
1815 Please join the staff team in the lounge for the daily briefing. 
 
1900             Dinner in the dining room. Bon appetite! 



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Friday 3rd November 2023 
St Andrews Bay & Gold Harbour 

 
 
 
0430 Wakeup call - Good Morning!  

 
Pastries & Juice will be available in the lounge.  

 
This morning we hope to cruise along the shoreline of St Andrew’s Bay, one of South 

Georgia’s most famous spectacles! The beach is home to around 200,000 breeding pairs of 
king penguins, the largest on the island, as well as many breeding fur seals, elephant seals 

and a variety of sea birds.   
 

0500 Deck 3 and 4 please come to the zodiac boarding area for your cruise 
long the beach of St Andrews Bay.  

 
0515 Deck 6 and 7 please come to the zodiac boarding area for your cruise 

long the beach of St Andrews Bay. 
 
 
0800 Breakfast is served in the dining room. 
 
 
1030 Smartphone Workshop – Please join Juan in the lounge to learn more 

about how to maximise your smartphone camera and create the best 
possible images!  

 
1230 Lunch will be served in the dining room. 

 
This afternoon we hope to land at Gold Harbour, another one of South Georgias most 

famous sites. Here we have the opportunity to walk amongst many southern elephant seals 
and to a beautiful colony of king penguins, as well as searching for nesting terns, snowy 

sheathbills and sooty albatross!  
 
+/- 1330 Deck 6 and 7 please come to the zodiac boarding area. 
 
+/-1345 Deck 3 and 4 please come to the zodiac boarding area. 
 
1815         Recap Please join our team in the lounge for our daily recap. 
 
1900            Dinner will be served in the dining room. Bon appetite! 



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Saturday 4th November 2023 
At Sea to Antarctica 

 
 
 
0745 Wake up call – Good Morning! 
 
0800 Breakfast is served in the dining room. 
 
 
0930 Introduction to Antarctica – please join Pelin in the lounge to learn 

everything you need to know about Antarctica! Pelin will provide a broad 
overview of the continent, with knowledge of policies and much more! 

 
1100 Geographical Intro to Antarctica – Please join Sasha in the lounge to 

learn about everything else you need to know about Antarctica, with a 
focus on the geography of the continent! 

 
 
1230 Lunch will be served in the dining room.  
 
 
1400 Birds of Antarctica - Please join Simon in the lounge for his lecture 

introducing several new species of Antarctic birds we hope to spot during 
our sail to the icy continent! 

 
1600 Different Kinds of Ice – Please join Anthonie in the lounge for his lecture 

all about different ice formations and why they are a variety of colours! 
 
 
1815 Recap – Please join the Expedition team in the lounge for our daily recap 

and briefing.  
 
1900  Dinner is served in the dining room. 
 

 
Please walk slowly on the ship, never rush. Keep one hand for yourself and at least 

one hand for the ship. Shut all doors firmly and keep fingers away from door 
frames. 



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Sunday 5th November 2023 
At Sea to Antarctica 

 
**Clocks go back 1 hour during the night** 

 
0745 Wakeup call -  Good morning!  
 
0800 Breakfast is served in the dining room. 
 
 
0930 IAATO mandatory Briefing – Please join the expedition team in the 

lounge to learn about the regulations in Antarctica.  
 
1030 Biosecurity: We will call you by deck to complete our biosecurity cleaning 

– please bring all your outerwear, backpacks, muckboots and 
tripods/walking sticks to be cleaned and/or checked. Please clean your 
gear beforehand – this is meant only as a check.  
Please listen for announcements. 

 
1230 Lunch will be served in the dining room.  

 
 

This afternoon we hope to ship cruise the South Orkney Islands, our arrival 
time will be dependent upon ice conditions. Please listen for announcements. 

 
 
1600 Early Exploration of Antarctica– Please join Koen in the lounge to learn 

more about early explorations from the first map to discovering the 
continent.  

 
1815 Recap – Please join the Expedition team in the lounge for our daily recap 

and briefing.  
 
1900  Dinner is served in the dining room. 
 
 

“The world is a huge place. How will you know where you fit in unless you explore 
beyond your comfort zone?”  

-   Sir Ernest Shackleton. 



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Monday 6th November 2023 
At Sea to Antarctica & Elephant Island 

 
 
 
 
0745 Wakeup call! Good morning! 
 
 
0800 Breakfast is served in the dining room. 
 
 
1000 Expedition Kitchen– Please join our Chef Ralf in the lounge to hear how 

he runs the kitchen onboard Hondius. 
 
 
1230 Lunch will be served in the dining room.  
 
 
+/-1400 Adaptations to Extremes – please join Ashleigh in the lounge for her 

lecture explaining how a selection of animals have adapted to survive the 
polar environment. 

 
 

As we sail towards Elephant Island, keep your eyes peeled for whale blows! These waters can be 
home to many large cetaceans, the more eyes looking out for them, the better our chance of  

spotting them! 
 
 
+/-1600 Elephant Island – during the afternoon, we hope to arrive at Point Wild, 

Elephant Island. Upon arrival, we will assess conditions but please enjoy 
the views of the rugged shorelines as we arrive, remembering how 
Shackleton and his men survived on these shores for so long!  

 
 
1815 Recap - join the expedition team in the lounge for our daily recap.  
 
 
1900  Dinner is served in the dining room. 
 
 



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Tuesday 7th November 2023 
Half Moon Island 

 
 
 
0745 Wakeup call! Good morning! 
 
 
0800 Breakfast is served in the dining room. 
 
 
1000 Marine Mammal Acoustics – Please join Misha in the lounge to learn 

more about the fascinating soundscapes of the underwater world. 
 
1100 Quiz time! After the lecture, join Ashleigh and Misha and test your 

acoustics knowledge with their ID by Sound quiz! 
 
1200 Snowshoe Demonstration – Join the team in the lounge to learn how to 

use snowshoes, making your landings trouble free. We may use these 
several times in Antarctica! 

 
 
1230 Lunch will be served in the dining room.  
 

This afternoon we hope to land at Half Moon Island, home to the 
Argentine Cámara Base. The island supports a wide range of seabirds 

including a breeding colony of Chinstrap penguins. 
 
 
+/- 1430 Deck 6 and 7 please come to the zodiac boarding area. 
 
 
+/- 1445 Deck 3 and 4 please come to the zodiac boarding area. 
 
 
1900 Recap meet the expedition team in the lounge for our daily recap.  
 
 
1930  Dinner is served in the dining room. 



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Wednesday 8th November 2023 
Cierva Cove & Mikkelsen Harbour 

 
 
 
0715 Wakeup call! Good morning! 
 
 
0730 Breakfast is served in the dining room. 

 
 

This morning we hope to offer a zodiac cruise in Cierva Cove. Home to the 
Argentinean Primavera Base, Cierva Cove is a fantastic place to cruise in 

amongst ice, gentoo penguins and chinstrap penguins! 
 
 
0900 Deck 3 and 4 please come to the zodiac boarding area. 
 
 
0915 Deck 6 and 7 please come to the zodiac boarding area. 
 
 
1230 Lunch will be served in the dining room.  
 

This afternoon, we hope to take you ashore to D’Hainaut Island in Mikkelsen 
Harbour. Here we have the opportunity to see many whale bones, a whaler’s water 
boat and a small Argentine refuge hut. The island is also home to gentoo penguins 

and other seabirds. 
 

+/- 1500 Deck 6 and 7 please come to the zodiac boarding area. 
 
 
+/- 1515 Deck 3 and 4 please come to the zodiac boarding area. 
 
 
1845 Recap -  please join the expedition team in the lounge for the daily recap.  
 
 
1930  Dinner is served in the dining room – bon appetite!  



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Wednesday 9th November 2023 
Damoy Point (Dorian Bay) 

 
 
0645 Wakeup call! Good morning! 
 
0700 Breakfast is served in the dining room. 

 
Known by many as one of the most beautiful areas of the Antarctic, this morning 

we will sail through the Gerlache Strait. This is the perfect opportunity to look for a 
variety of cetaceans in amongst the ice, as well as learn about the famous 

explorers behind the name of the Strait. So please join the expedition on the bridge 
and keep your eyes peeled! 

 
 
0930 De Gerlache and the Bélgica Expedition (1897-1899) – Please join Pelin 

in the lounge to hear her lecture about another pioneer of Antarctica 
exploration between 1897 and 1899. 

 
1230 Lunch will be served in the dining room.  
 

 
This afternoon, we hope to take you ashore at Damoy Point, a beautiful 

landing site with Gentoo penguin colony and a historic hut. Depending on the 
weather conditions we will organize a polar plunge for you. We will provide you 

with towels, so please DO NOT TAKE TOWELS FROM YOUR CABINS! 
 
+/- 1400 Passengers from deck 3 and 4 please come to the zodiac boarding 

area. We will take you ashore at Damoy Point.  
 
+/- 1415 Passengers from deck 6 and 7 please come to the zodiac boarding 

area. We will take you ashore at Damoy Point.  
 
1815 Please join the expedition team in the lounge on deck 5 for the daily 

recap and briefing for tomorrow’s activities. 
 
1900 Special Antarctic Dinner will be served. Dress warmly and prepare 

yourselves for the mandatory dancing session. We will be collecting your 
signatures at the entrance. [no!] 



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Friday 10th November 2023 
Orne Harbour & Chiriguano Bay 

 
 
 
0515 Wakeup call! Good morning! 
 Pastries and juice will be available in the lounge. 
 

This morning we hope to offer a continental landing at Orne Harbour. With a 
steep climb up to the ridge, there is a chinstrap colony and beautiful views 

across the Errera Channel and Gerlache Strait.  
 

0600 Passengers from deck 6 and 7 please come to the zodiac boarding 
area. 

 
0615 Passengers from deck 3 and 4 please come to the zodiac boarding 

area.  
 
0900 Breakfast will be served in the dining room. 
 

After breakfast, we hope to zodiac cruise Chiriguano Bay, a sheltered bay with 
beautiful glaciers, mountains and possible wildlife! 

 
1100 Passengers from deck 3 and 4 please come to the zodiac boarding 

area. 
 
1115 Passengers from deck 6 and 7 please come to the zodiac boarding area  
 
1400 Lunch will be served in the dining room.  
 

As we sail out of Chiriguano Bay, please join the staff and head out on deck or up 
to the bridge to enjoy the final landscapes and wildlife of the Antarctic 

peninsula! 
 
1830 Recap - Please join the expedition team in the lounge for our daily recap 
 
1930 Dinner will be served in the dining room. 
 

We will sail into open water this evening and the ship may move – please secure 
your belongings and be careful when moving around the ship. 

 



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Saturday 11th November 2023 
At Sea to Ushuaia 

 
 
 
0745  Wake-up call, Good morning! 
 
0800 Breakfast is served in the dining room. 
 
0915 Muckboot Return – Please return you clean and dry muckboots and dry 

bags (if borrowed) to zodiac boarding area. Please listen for 
announcements.  

 
1000 Birds of the Drake Passage – Please join Simon in the lounge for his 

lecture all about the different species of birds found in the Drake Passage.  
 
1100 Photo Editing Workshop – Please join Juan in the lecture room to learn 

how to enhance your amazing snapshots from the voyage! 
  
1230 Lunch will be served in the dining room.  
 
1400 Paintings of the Sea – Please join Bill in the lounge to absorb the artistic 

knowledge about something that is even older than the wise ole 
Scotsman. 

 
1600 Antarctic Medical History – Please join Julia in the lounge to hear more 

about the gory history of medicine in the polar regions. 
 
1815 Recap - Please join the expedition team in the lounge for our daily recap. 
 
1900 Dinner will be served in the dining room. 
 
2030 Photo Competition - Please join the team in the lounge to reveal the 

competition winners. 
 
Antarctic Quiz – After the photo competition, the team will host a fun 
and interactive quiz, to see if you have been paying attention over the 
last 3 weeks! 

 
Keep at least one hand for the ship. Shut all doors firmly and keep fingers away 

from door frames. 



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica  

Sunday 12th November 2023 
At sea to Ushuaia 

 
 
 
 
0745  Wakeup call – Enjoy your morning! 
 
0800 Breakfast is served in the dining room. 
 
0930 Polar Wives – Please join Saskia in the lounge to learn about the stories 

of the women behind the famous Polar explorers. 
 
1100 Green House to Icehouse – Please join Pelin in the lounge to discover 

more about prehistoric life in Antarctica. 
 
1230 Lunch will be served in the dining room.  
 

After lunch you will receive your bill in your cabin. We will call you by deck to 
complete your payments at reception – Please listen for announcements.  

 
1400 Antarctica Documentary - Please join the expedition team in the lounge 

for popcorn and a special viewing of ‘Antarctica’ from ‘Seven Worlds, One 
Planet’, a documentary series narrated by David Attenborough. 

 
1600 Licence to Krill – Please join Felicity in the lounge to hear more about the 

threats marine animals face today and why it is important to spread 
awareness about them. 

 
1800 Farewell Toast & Trip Slideshow - Please join the Captain and the 

expedition team to toast our voyage through the Southern Ocean and 
watch the trip’s slideshow.  

 
1900 Dinner will be served in the dining room. 
 
 

Please walk slowly on the ship, never rush. Keep at least 
one hand for the ship. Shut all doors firmly and keep fingers away from door frames. 

 



Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
& Antarctica 

Monday 13th November 2023 
Disembarkation - Ushuaia 

 

 
 
 
 

0715  Wakeup call – Good Morning! 
 
 
0730   Breakfast will be served in the dining room. 
 
 

Please place your large/check-in luggage outside your cabin no later than 0730.  
During breakfast we will collect your luggage and deposit it on the pier where it will 

be your responsibility to identify and collect each item. 
 
 
0830-0900 Disembarkation Brace yourselves for the saddest moment of our 

adventure. Please make your way to the gangway to disembark 
Hondius. Keep tissues in you pockets if you occasionally start shedding 
tears. Remember that you may come back and sail with us anytime you 
want. 

 
 

Upon disembarkation, please identify and collect your luggage from the pier and; 
 

1. Take it with you into Ushuaia and walk into town. 
 

2. Put it on the airport bus and get on the bus. 
 

3. Put it in the luggage truck. 
 

4. If you have arranged your own transport – please take your luggage. 
 
 
 
On behalf of all at Oceanwide Expeditions and all on board Hondius we 

thank you for a truly incredible expedition.  
Safe travels home.  
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