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Day 1 – 18th August 
Longyearbyen - Embarkation Day  
12:00 GPS Position: 78°15.4’N / 015°31.6’E 
Wind: S 1, Weather: Calm, Air Temp:  9°C, Sea Temp:  10°C 

 

It was a sunny day in Longyearbyen as we wandered down to the pier and began boarding 
MV Plancius. This would be our home for the next fourteen days and we were happy to 
arrive after many hours of travelling for some. Around forty passengers had already been 
on a trip around Svalbard with Plancius, so they had been out exploring Longyearbyen and 
the surrounding area. They knew exactly what to expect on their return.  

We met some of the expedition team on the gangway and were shown to our cabins. We 
then took part in a mandatory safety briefing and drill. We then had time to relax and watch 
the scenery as we sailed away before being invited to cocktails with the Captain. We 
enjoyed a nice buffet dinner before collecting our muck boots. We went to bed feeling 
excited about the journey ahead and dreaming of the wildlife and landscapes we might see.  

 
 

 



 
 

Day 2 – 19th August 
Fuglefjorden and Smeerenburg 
12:00 GPS Position: 79°46.0’N / 011°28.5’E  
Wind: W 1, Weather: Cloudy, Air Temp: 12°C, Sea Temp: 8°C 
 

 

If somebody could hand pick the perfect ‘1-day’ visit to Svalbard, that day would look a lot 
like today. We sailed north from Longyearbyen, west from Prins Karls Forland, and were at 

the Northwest tip of the archipelago by early morning.  We crossed the Sørgattet Northeast 
bound between Danskeøya and Reuschalvø and enjoyed beautiful glaciated landscapes with 
steep mountains. 

Our first destination for the morning was Fuglefjorden (Bird Fjord), named after the Latin 
genera of birds that are used to name the tidal and non-tidal glaciers terminating in this fjord: 
Uriabreen, Lestribreen, Larusbreen, Rissabreen, Sternabreen and Tringabreen.  We 
launched our Zodiacs and headed straight for a group of shallow islands east of Fugløya.  It 
was clear now why these fjords and glaciers were named after birds. These islands provide 



 
 

shelter for vast numbers of birds, 
and many species were seen in 
numbers, including arctic terns, 
barnacle geese, black 
guillemots, glaucus gulls, 
kittiwakes, and purple 
sandpipers.  

The location was difficult for 
Zodiacs and drivers; the area 
was full of shallow rocks, and 
the glacial water full of 
sediments made it impossible 
to see what was underneath 
and close to the coast. Many 

ended up feeling the nudge of a rock under the hull or even hitting a propeller.  This really is 
an expedition, and we are going to places we could not access, if not with specialized gear 
and guides.  As we roamed the fjord from the water, we saw a harbor seal and a bearded 
seal.  With all of this ‘food’ around, bird chicks, eggs, and seals, the king of the Arctic did not 
take long to make an appearance.    

Over a rocky Islet, high up, a beautiful polar bear came up, walking gently, driven perhaps by 
curiosity to find out what the new buzzing noise in the fjord was. He took one look at us and 
laid down to rest shortly afterward.  He or she was not interested in us.   

We then carried on towards the main glacier face at the foot of the fjord, the Svitjodbreen, 
named after an area of Sweden.   

Our range finders 
measured 80m at 
the highest point of 
the glacier 
wall.  Very 
impressive. We 
saw a huge 
calving, and some 
small ones too. We 
cruised the glacier 
front and then went 
back to 
Plancius.  By this 
point, we all started 
feeling the cold and 
had worked up an 
appetite! 

During lunch, the ship relocated to Smeerenburg, and our guides launched four Zodiacs to 
scout for bears in the whole area and nearby islands and coasts.  We wanted to make sure 



 
 

not to come across a bear on land accidentally, as this can be a dangerous situation for both 
bears and humans.  

We landed in Smeerenburg and separated our groups into long, medium, and leisurely hikes. 
Here, we learned about the whaling history of the first part of the 17th century, the rise of 
Smeerenburg or ‘Blubbertown’ in Amsterdamøya. We also visited the remains of multiple 
whaler’s graves, including the iconic mass grave for “The Seven”.  In 1633-34, a crew of 7 
men wintered successfully in Smeerenburg; they were the first Europeans to do so. The 
following year, in 1634-35, 7 new crew were left behind, but these men were not so fortunate, 
and all died of scurvy.  A mass grave was dug for them. 

We went on a walrus walk to enjoy seeing these amazing marine mammals hauled out and 
resting on the beach.  

We also visited the monument erected in 1906 by the crew of Hr. Ms.  

Friesland under the order of Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands. Here, there were 
scattered remains of coffins and whalers pushed out of the ground by the permafrost and 
were gathered and given a new resting place.  

Many of us enjoyed watching birds on the shore such as the Arctic terns. They were looking 
very beautiful as they posed for photos above their reflections in the coastal pools.  

On our walk back, we also saw an Arctic Fox and walruses approaching the landing.  

If all of this was not enough, the weather was extremely kind to us. What a day…if you are to 
taste Svalbard in one day…this surely was the best way we could possibly do it. 



 
 

Day 3 – 20th August 
At Sea towards Greenland  
12:00 GPS Position: 77°41.4’N / 000°30.6’E  
Wind: E 2, Weather: Cloudy, Air Temp: 10°C, Sea Temp: 10°C 
 

Our day started with Ali’s morning call at 7:45 in the morning. We woke up with the steady 
rhythm of Plancius making its way through the ocean's waves on our way to Greenland. After 
everyone enjoyed a lovely breakfast, we headed to the lounge and joined our expedition team 
to receive the AECO (Association of Arctic Expedition Cruise Operators) briefing. We did this 
before reaching Greenland to understand how we can ensure a safe and appropriate visit to 
the remote places and Ittoqqortoormiit. After the briefing, the whole expedition team 
presented themselves in more detail, and we got a better overview of the people who were 
going to guide us through Greenland on the journey ahead of us. 

Shortly after that, 
Ali held her 
lecture about 
polar bears in the 
lounge while 
Ursula gave her 
lecture about 
polar bears in 
German in the 
restaurant. It was 
lovely to hear 
more about the 
King of the Arctic 
since we had met 
our first one the 
day before at 
Fuglefjorden.  

After that, 
everyone spent some time in the lounge or on the outer decks, watching the sea with coffee, 
tea, or hot chocolate. At noon, everyone was happy to gather in the restaurant for lunch. After 
some rest, we all could see how we slowly got caught in fog, and the visibility decreased until 
you could only see around one hundred meters ahead of the ship. At three o’clock, everyone 
gathered in the lounge to listen to Jess give her lecture about seals of the Arctic. She 
explained to us in detail where these creatures come from and that they even share some 
evolutionary features with bears. She talked about the harbor, ringed, harp, hooded seals, 
and walrus. 



 
 

After the lecture, everyone got a little rest,, which didn’t last too long because we were 
gathering for a medley of shorter presentations. In the lounge, John talked about the history 
of whaling in Svalbard, Laurance talked about glaciers, and Paulo informed us more about 
the place Virgohamna, which lies on the opposite side of Smeerenburg.  

Simultaneously, Sven, Ben, and Ursula presented their medley of presentations in German 
in the restaurant. Sven talked about the Sirius Dog Sledge Patrol in Northeast Greenland, 
Ben gave us a deeper insight into Hidde Dirks Kat and his journey of whaling and survival in 
the years 1777-1778, and Ursula ended the medley with her presentation on plankton and 
why it is so crucial for the ecosystem.  

With our heads full of new information, we gathered before dinner in the lounge to receive 
the plans for the next day from our Expedition leader Ali, and Paulo ended the recap with a 
short talk about fog since we were caught in it for most of the day. After the recap, we all went 
hungry to the restaurant and had a great dinner. After dinner, before bed, many of us enjoyed 
a short movie (Planktonium, by Jan van Ijken) with amazing pictures of plankton in the lounge 
that Ursula set up for us. 

 

 
 



 
 

Day 4 – 21st August 
At Sea towards Greenland, in the Pack Ice  
12:00 GPS Position: 76°00.3’N / 017°56.6’E  
Wind: SSE 3, Weather: Calm, Air Temp: 2°C, Sea Temp: 4°C 
 
 
Triple WOW. Today is the best polar bear day of the season. We, of course, didn’t know that 
when we saw the first bear in the morning. But let’s start from the beginning. 
 
Gently rolling, the Plancius sailed through the night. Everybody not on duty was fast asleep. 
Staying in bed for an additional hour as we sailed westwards into a different time zone. 

Eventually, the wake-up call from Ali appeared over the speaker. Her voice sounded 
disappointed. ‘Good morning to you all. We have reached the area of the pack ice. But there 
is no pack ice.’ Oh well. Despite this message, it was time to get out of bed, as the expedition 
team offered a full educational program.  
 
First, Laurence presented an informative compilation of topics and beautiful photos to 
introduce Greenland, touching on aspects of geography, geology, glaciology, and climate. 
About halfway through, Ali appeared on stage. Never a good sign for the lecturer. Sure 
enough, she announced that a polar bear was resting on the ice. The observation lounge 
emptied out quickly as everyone rushed to their cabins to grab warm clothes, binoculars, and 
cameras. Meanwhile, Captain Evgeny moved Plancius gently closer to the bear. It lifted its 
head, not sure what to make out of this giant thing appearing. Soon after, it walked to the ice 



 
 

edge to enter the ice-free water; its head was hardly exposed, making it hard to follow. But 
the more eyes and binoculars, the better. We enjoyed our first Greenlandic polar bear for a 
while. Each and anyone on board was on deck. Excitement filled the air.  

 
As we were 
slowly moving 
away from the 
bear, most of us 
migrated back to 
the observation 
lounge to drink 
tea and warm 
up. However, 
nature did not 
give us much 
free time. Over 
the speaker, Ali 

announced 
another bear. 

Almost 
instantaneously, we all jumped up, grabbed what we needed, and moved out onto the decks. 
Again, the bear left the ice on our approach to go for a swim.  
 
After a break, we assembled in the lounge, where Laurence picked up the microphone to 
continue his lecture. Just to be interrupted by the Ding Dong: Another bear was in sight. The 
same procedure as earlier took place. A presumably young animal entered the water and 
swam towards us to end very close at the stern. His eyes were taking a real good look at us. 
Once its curiosity was fulfilled, it swam into the open water, covering an impressive distance. 
Well, we could go on and on writing very similar paragraphs. But memories and photos taken 

by many will 
surely better 
reflect the 

extraordinary 
day—a polar bear 
day never heard 
of by the team. In 
the afternoon, the 
hotel team 
surprised us with 
a tasty hot 

chocolate, 
whipped cream, 
and rum—
naturally, another 
good reason to 
come out on 
deck. 
 
Eventually, after 

Laurence 



 
 

managed to finish his presentation, the last bear appeared. A red splotch nearby indicated 
its recent meal. It was resting on the ice. At first, it lifted its head to look towards us, but the 
full belly kept it from getting up. Reminding us that our dinner would soon be served as well.  
 
Overall, we discovered ten kings of the Arctic. Such a high density of polar bears is truly 
unusual. Maybe they are some of the bears who had gathered at a dead bowhead whale 
some months ago. It was floating somewhere in this vast area, providing them with a long-
lasting feast.  
 
We can’t complete today’s events without mentioning the beautiful floating ice shoals of 
various sizes, shapes, and colors, the impressive coastal mountains of Greenland at the 
horizon, and the captivating silence of the vast ocean surface covered with pack ice. 
Throughout the day, many fulmars followed the ship, and even a few harp seals were visible. 
The extraordinary day ended when the sun set below the horizon, painting the sky red and 
orange until it returned some hours later.  
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Day 5 – 22nd August 
Scenic cruising and Kap Humboldt 
12:00 GPS Position: 73°28.8’N / 021°31.3’E  
Wind: NE 1, Weather: Clear, Air Temp: 10°C, Sea Temp: 1°C 
 

After an unbelievable day in the pack ice on the edge of east Greenland, we woke up to a beautiful 
first morning in Greenland. Because 
the pack ice was so productive and 
beautiful the day before, we chose to 
stay there longer than initially 
intended. This meant that we were 
due to arrive at our landing site today 
in the afternoon, giving us time to 
sleep in and watch some lectures in 
the morning.  

After breakfast, Jess and Ursula gave 
simultaneous lectures about the 
whale species we could see on the 
journey. They provided details about 

amazing Arctic specialists like narwhals and bowhead whales and information about how whales feed 
and migrate. 

After lunch, we were excited to step on 
shore in what was a new country for 
many of us. Ali had warned us the night 
before that Myggbukta, our landing site, 
was famous for its many biting insects. 
But we didn’t need to worry about little 
biting bugs because on the shore, just 
over a kilometer away, was one big 
biting animal, another polar bear!  

The bear was very large and was 
walking towards our landing site. This 
meant we were unable to land here. 

Even when bears are very far away, it is still unsafe to begin operations as they can move extremely 
quickly through the landscape. We admired the bear from a distance on the ship and spotted our first 
muskox on the trip. A herd of them were grazing in the tundra on an open plain, their preferred habitat. 
The weather was terrific, and we enjoyed being outside as we set off to a different location, to a place 
called Kapp Humboldt.  

We reached our destination at about 3.30 pm. It was a little windy as we boarded the Zodiacs and a 
bumpy ride to the shore. We split into our walking groups and set off. Along the way, we visited a hut 
used for trapping and research, and we could peek inside. We scaled the slopes to get a view of the 
landscape, and we admired the many plant species that were new to us. Greenland has many different 
plants compared to Svalbard, including species of dwarf trees such as birch and willow, making up a 
diverse ground cover when the ice and snow have melted. 



 
 

After a good leg stretch, we walked back along the beach to the landing site and rode back to the 
ship, ready for yet another lovely dinner. 

Day 6 – 23rd August 
Blomsterbugten and Isfjord  
12:00 GPS Position: 73°19.7’N / 025°17.5’E  
Wind: WSW 1, Weather: Calm, Air Temp: 8°C, Sea Temp: 6°C 
 

Overnight we cruised along Kejser Franz Joseph Fjord passing Teuffelschloss at about 4am. 
This mountain is famous for the spectacle that it sometimes presents in the red sunrise light. 
A few of the more intrepid of us woke to check whether this morning was going to be one of 
the special ones. The verdict reported to the sleepyheads the next morning was that it was 
nice, but not exceptional. 

Those that 
conserved their 
energy knew that 
we had a big 
morning planned 
at Blomsterbugt – 
Blossom Bay. 
When we arrived 
and went on deck, 
we immediately 
saw that the 
mountains on 
both sides of the 
fjord were 
brilliantly colored, 

layered, and folded sandstone. After a quick breakfast the long hikers landed at 8am and set 
off up the valley 
into those hills. 
The rest of us had 
a more relaxed 
start and then 
took the short 
Zodiac shuttle 
over the glassy 
water. What a 
perfect morning it 
was with no wind, 
a blue sky, and 
warm sunshine. 
We split into our 



 
 

walking groups and made the gentle climb inland through the valley.  

The tundra was green and lush, with only a few blossoms due to the lateness of the season, 
but with plenty of seedheads and autumn reds and yellows in the low growing groundcover. 
As we reached the saddle at the end of the valley, the landscape opened into a wide basin 
filled with a huge lake – Noa Sø. We explored the area leading down to the lake and spotted 
two Musk Oxen grazing there. Because we were cautious, slow, and quiet, all of us had a 
good chance to see them – a bull with a cow. The guides told us that this was a rare treat. 

They eventually left to seek better grazing while we continued our journeys. The long hikers 
were away from the ship for more than 5 hours, and all the groups had a very full morning. 
The ever-adaptive galley and dining rooms teams had delayed lunch until our return. We 
gratefully made the most of their service and enjoyed an even larger than usual lunch. 

As we ate, and into the 
afternoon, Plancius 
cruised along the fjord 
and through the 
remarkable landscape of 
shimmering icebergs and 
extraordinary geology. 
The afternoon weather 
was, if anything, better 
than the morning, and 
soon the sun deck was 
the place to be - to enjoy 
the conditions and the 
scenery. The hotel team 
didn’t miss the 



 
 

opportunity, and soon ice cream sundaes were in our hands and in our mouths. For our 
entertainment, our sister ship, Rembrandt van Rijn, appeared in the fjord ahead, sent a 

Zodiac our way, 
and was 
delivered a 
load of fresh 
food. It was 
lovely to see 
her graceful 
lines. 

It seemed that 
the Expedition 
Team did not 
want to be left 
out. Ali was on 
the PA 
announcing a 

Zodiac cruise before dinner.  Down the gangway we went, out into Isfjord. We explored down 
the fjord along the towering rock walls and through the wide variety of shapes and sizes of 
bergs and bergy bits. Some of the ice was just so, so blue – glimmering in the low angled 
sun. The scale of the terrain made trying to judge distances an impossible task. It was better 
to not worry about the numbers and just try to soak it all in. We had excellent views of two 
bearded seals that were resting on an ice flow. At the last, we tucked into a small cove where 
a group of musk oxen was sighted. The Zodiac ride back to Plancius was long, fast, chilly, 
and exhilarating. 

The hotel team again delayed our meal to allow for maximum activity time. We are so spoiled. 
Our expedition just keeps getting better and better. Lucky us. 



 
 

 

Day 7 – 24th August 
Maria Ø and Ella Ø 
12:00 GPS Position: 72°56.8’N / 024°50.0’E  
Wind: N 1, Weather: Bright, Air Temp: 12°C, Sea Temp: 12°C 
 
Who says we need to sleep late this holiday? Certainly not Ali, as her voice thunders through 
the loudspeakers: “Good morning, everyone. Go outside and enjoy the view!” The weather 
was wonderful: A bright blue sky and the sun streamed down on the towering mountains and 
cold blue waters around us. Before us lay Maria Ø or Maria Island. The island was not named 
after the biblical Maria we all know, but after Nathorst’s daughter when he explored the place 
first in 1899. If only we were first, what could we have called the place Plancius Ø.  

It was a small island of 
no more than 25 km2 
and home to rounded 
boulder-like hills that 
peaked at around 200 
meters. We could see 
plenty of musk ox 
droppings and tracks 
on the beach. Ali 
explained that the 
island is too small to 
host large animals and 
that throughout the 
years, she has always 

seen one large male roaming its valleys. We named it Oscar. Oscar was apparently quite 
annoyed by our presence and hid during our stay. No sight of the grumpy goat this morning. 

Despite Oscars no show, we enjoyed the island and made the most of it: The long hikers 
went out into the hills; the other groups could see small dots of people ascending the peaky 
hill tops. What a sight to see! Small alpine lakes were to be seen with mirror reflections of the 
surrounding mountains and serene landscapes. Under a sunny blue sky, it does not seem to 
be an arctic day at all. As the place is only visited rarely, it was an expedition for the expedition 
team, too. Finding a nice route uphill and meander our way down again via another slope 
proved to be a lot of fun. The area is wild and untamed, and no clear walking paths or routes 
are available, as one can see, for example, in the Alps. Greenland is where the real guides 
can stretch their legs! 

After the hike, we quickly went onboard for lunch. Walking made us hungry, and chef Khabir 
was awaiting us. Meanwhile, we steamed onwards to our next destination, Ella Ø.  

Ella Ø was a beautiful island. The southern slope was a landing site no one from Oceanwide 
had ever landed. And what a special place to visit! As we neared in groups towards the 



 
 

perimeter, we could see Oscar's relatives on the tundra with a little calf. As soon as the 
animals noticed us, they ran for the hills. Luckily, most of us could see the majestic fur balls 
before they took off. After that, we continued with a perimeter landing around some of the 
area's most well-preserved Inuit winter huts. John explained how life was back in the day for 
the Thule people.  

Next on the list was dinner. Again, Plancius sailed onwards, deeper into the icy fjords. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Day 8 – 25th August 
Alpefjord and Segelsällskapet 
12:00 GPS Position: 72°07.6’N / 025°27.8’E  
Wind: S 3, Weather: Cloudy, Air Temp: 10°C, Sea Temp: 3°C 
 
The sky was covered with clouds of various shades of grey as Plancius sailed into the 
Alpefjord where we planned a morning Zodiac cruise. While we were having our breakfast 
the deck crew lowered, one by one, ten Zodiacs onto the water. Each time the process 

stopped at deck 3 to let a guide jump in. Holding on to the straps, they were gently set onto 
the water surface. Next, the metal hook was detached, the engine started and the painter line 
near the bow unclipped. A fascinating operation often overlooked by a few guests.  
 



 
 

Soon after, the fleet of 
zodiacs spread out from 
the mother ship towards 
the wall of ice reaching 
into the water. It is built 
by the Gully Glacier and 
the Sefström Glacier 
which merge into one 
some distance above. 
Their brown coloured 
moraines created a 
pattern of lines on the 
surface. We cruised 
along the rugged ice 
front where countless 
vertical cracks and lines of earthy ice created a unique appearance. The scenery of the 
surrounding mountains added to the impressive backdrop making us feel small and 
insignificant. The prominent Mount Pyramid reaching 2293 m into the sky. Slowly drifting past 
the steep rocky slopes, we were amazed to learn that the black lines running down the 
greenish rocks were created by moisture and algae. 
 
As the morning 
progressed, a 
steady increase of 
sunlight promised an 
ultra-extraordinary 
landing in the 
afternoon. The 
guides could barely 
hold back their 
excitement knowing 
that the sunlight will 
intensify the colours 
at the landing site in 
Segelsällskapet 
Fjord. After lunch we 
reached the fjord 
sailing along a long mountain called Berzelius Bjaerg. The 1500 metre rock face visible above 
the water is made of countless layers of various colours creating a breathtaking scenery.  
 



 
 

Finally, we set foot on land and 
walked the short distance to 
the spot where the layered 
rocks entered the water. 
Reaching a depth of up to 600 
m they re-appeared, although 
not as spectacular, on the 
other side. By the time the 
medium and leisurely walkers 
had arrived the long 
wanderers were already 
visible high up on the mountain 
crest. 
 
It is almost impossible to 
describe the beauty of this 
geological wonder in words. 
Visual images are much 
better. A conservative calculation by the writer suggests that at least 10’000 photos were 
taken (calculation based on 110 guests and guides with 30 cameras (times 200) and 80 
phones (times 50)). The clearly separated stripes reminded some of us of a lasagne. Into the 
bowl (crystalline basement) layers of tomato sauce (sandstone) and pasta (mudstone and 
siltstone) were put on top of each other. Towards the top béchamel sauce (limestone and 
dolomite) was added. After the baking (through geological forces) the cook dug into the layers 
with a spoon squeezing vertically and pushing horizontally causing the layers to change 
directions. This happened 900 to 600 million years ago which became the now called 
Eleonore Bay Supergroup Basin which at some places might reach up to 14 km of thickness.  
 

By now we all 
became very 
captivated by the 
unique and 
beautiful geology. 
We had plenty of 
time to explore 
while the long and 
medium hikers 
went to explore the 
surrounding areas. 
The medium 
walkers enjoyed 
watching a red 
throated diver 
feeding its chick on 
the lake and the 
medium photo 
group even 
encountered a 
ptarmigan.  

 



 
 

The truly memorable day ended with a beautiful sunset shining on more amazing layers of 
geological history. 

 

Day 9 – 26th August 
Fleming Fjord 
12:00 GPS Position: 71°44.7’N / 022°56.3’E  
Wind: SSW 3, Weather: Bright, Air Temp: 10°C, Sea Temp: 10°C 
 

We started the day 
with Ali’s morning call 
for another beautiful 
day. We had 
anchored in Fleming 
Fjord and the sun 
was rising in the blue 
sky above us. At 9 
o'clock everyone 
was ready at the 
gangway to board 
the zodiacs for the 
landing. When the 
expedition team had 
landed onshore, they 

found relatively fresh tracks of a polar bear in the sand of the beach. As soon as we got on 



 
 

shore, we divided into our walking groups and the long hikers went off first followed by the 
other groups. After everyone looked at the polar bear tracks, we started to walk more into the 
tundra.  

Since we were walking on 
sedimentary rocks from 
the Triassic-Jurassic 
(252-145 Ma years old) 
we hoped to find some 
fossils within them. 
Unfortunately, most of us 
were unlucky in that 
search except one of the 
groups. Some of us 
explored the canyon with 
a river coming down into 
the fjord while others went 
above the canyon first to walk on the tundra and get a nice view of the valley inland. There 
we also spotted two musk oxen, grazing in the far distance.  

Towards the end of the 
hike, some of us 
walked back along the 
shoreline to our 
landing site with the 
waves crashing onto 
the beach. When 
everyone arrived at the 
landing site it was time 
for the people to go for 
a polar plunge. Many 
of us were brave 
enough and went for a 
short swim or dip into 

the arctic waters of Fleming Fjord. With that being done we quickly got shuttled back to get 
warm again on Plancius with a nice shower, followed with a proper lunch.  

After the landing we needed to start heading towards Scoresby Sund. We had long way of 
190 nautical miles to cover in order to arrive at our next destination for the morning. After a 
good rest, John invited all of us to listen to his lecture about the quest for the North Pole. In 
that lecture he informed us what people thought the north pole might look like since no one 
ever had been there before. After that he talked about important expeditions who tried to find 
new waterways in the Arctic or reach the North Pole. These stories he presented were full of 
tragedy, heroic acts but also unpreparedness and recklessness from the people who went on 
these expeditions. After an hour of storytelling by John and bringing these expeditions and 
people closer to us, everyone had time to enjoy the beautiful afternoon outside or in the 
lounge.  



 
 

At 18:30 the expedition 
team invited us into the 
lounge for the daily 
recap. Ali informed us 
first about the plans for 
the next day. After that 
Lawrence talked about 
columnar basalt rock 
which we would see 
the following day. Jess 
talked about lichen and 
demonstrated the way 
it is formed with some 
helpful volunteers and 
props. And finally, Ben informed us about the Greenland shark, the longest living vertebrate. 
Then it was time for us to go to dinner. After dinner the lounge was busy with people having 
a drink and enjoying the beautiful sunset behind the mountains of eastern Greenland, while 
the Plancius was gently rolling in the waves on its way to Scoresby Sund.  

 

Day 10 – 27th August 

Vikingebugt and Charcot Havn 
12:00 GPS Position: 70°21.9’N / 025°15.9’E 
Wind: SSW 3, Weather: Sunny, Air Temp: 10°C, Sea Temp: 10°C 

Overnight, Plancius had charged south, leaving the confused swell of the open sea behind, 
and entering the largest fjord on earth – Scoresby Sund. A few hardy souls were up early, 
catching beautiful light on the icebergs. These frigid behemoths lie stranded on the shallowing 
seabed as they flow eastwards into Hall Bredning. This area is often poetically called the 
iceberg graveyard of Scoresby Sund.  

As the sun rose higher, we approached the imposing south wall of Scoresby Sund, Volquaart 
Boons Kyst, and our destination for the morning; Vikingebugt. The cliffs and peaks of this 



 
 

coast are dark and reach up to more than 1500 metres above sea level and are made of a 
series of lava flows which create a layered landscape with uniform and regular shapes. 

We found Vikingebugt completely choked with a morass of glacier ice, clearly the large glacier 
at the back of the 
bay, Brede 
Gletscher (broad 
glacier), had been 
very active. The 
morning light got 
even better as we 
crept in towards our 
anchorage in a side 
arm of the fjord, and 
before long we 
heard the familiar 
clunking of the 
anchor chain 
running out.  

Conditions were 
perfect, once again 
far exceeding the 
expectations from 

the weather forecast. Barely a cloud in the sky, not a breath of wind, and mild – ideal for a 
Zodiac cruise. As we boarded the boats, we found ourselves floating on a silver mirror, 
studded with crystals of ice. We made our way first to the cliffs on the western shore of the 
bay, and as we crept slowly along the wall, we found a series of beautiful basalt columns. 
The columns are formed as lava cools slowly, and they generally form regular hexagonal 
shapes. Some of the most beautiful structures had vast sweeping curves, formed as the 
cooling lava was bent and stretched by subsequent volcanic activity. At least a few people 
remarked on the similarity between church architecture and these grand arches rising above 
us. We continued further into the bay and pushed gently into the shifting maze of glacial ice. 
Stopping occasionally to view particularly beautiful icebergs, and to listen to the crack and 
pop of pressurized air bubbles being released from the slowly melting ice. About halfway into 
the fjord a few Zodiacs were able to see a very distant polar bear, wandering round on land 
towards the back of the bay – the ultimate pixel bear, and only just visible with good 
binoculars, but a nice reminder that this part of Greenland is home to a small population of 
these charismatic creatures.   

After several glorious hours, we wound our way slowly back towards Plancius, and dived 
straight in to lunch. Meanwhile, the ship repositioned to Charcot Havn, our destination for the 
afternoon. Here we found a lovely bay, surrounded by rich tundra, and with some interesting 
rocky outcrops towards the back of the bay. Captain Levekov brought the ship very close to 
the shore, gently approaching the coast in completely uncharted waters. 



 
 

The expedition team set off 
immediately and created a 
perimeter for us to explore; 
this included some verdant 
tundra, several large ridges 
with fantastic views back over 
the bay, and the elegant 
sweep of beach and lagoon 
which makes the eastern 
extremity of Charcot Havn. 
Quite a few of us chose to 
meet Laurence and Ben 
halfway through the landing, 
and from our meeting point at 
the top of the perimeter, we 
all walked to a gorgeous 
viewpoint. From here, we 

spent about twenty minutes soaking in the immense vista across the flat plain of glacial 
sediments, towards the glistening mass of Charcot Gletscher, and far into the mountains and 
ice cap which make up the center of Milne Land, the large island we found ourselves on.  

After a few 
lovely hours 
on shore, we 
all rushed 
back to the 
ship for a 

special 
Arctic dinner. 
As we 
approached 

the ship we 
caught tell-
tale whiffs of 

cooking 
meat, and 
realized with 
some glee 
that tonight 
there was 
going to be a 

barbecue. 
On board 

again, and changed into our party outfits, we feasted on a banquet of salads, barbecued 
meats, and a wealth of piping hot deserts, all washed down with complimentary gluhwein. 
The weather was magnificent, and some of us even managed to have dinner in t-shirts. 
Dinner led straight into dancing, and as Ingrid played hit after hit, the dancing grew steadily 



 
 

more energetic and raucous. Celebrations lasted long into the night. What a way to round up 
another superb day of Arctic exploration.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Day 11 – 28th August 

Bjørneøer and Sydkap 
12:00 GPS Position: 71°16.8’N / 025°12.5’E 
Wind: SSW 3, Weather: Sunny, Air Temp:  14°C, Sea Temp:  3°C 

 

The wake-up call indicated that we had arrived at the Bjørneøer, but so had the fog. Ali told 
us that the conditions would be assessed over breakfast, and to stay tuned for 
announcements. By 9am it was clear that the fog would not clear, so the anchor was weighed 
and Plancius set course for Sydkap. Along the way we emerged from the fog to enjoy the 
navigation through the mountains and icebergs. Laurence gave a presentation on Climate 
Change and Glacial Hazards. 

After yet another hearty and tasty lunch, we took the short Zodiac shuttle to the beach. The 
long hikers went first, as this was to be the longest hike of the entire expedition. They were 
away for 5 and a half hours climbing to a prominent high spot on the ridge across the tundra 
from the landing. Along the way they enjoyed encounters with several Arctic Hare and Musk 
Ox. 

The rest of us soon followed and split into the normal medium and leisurely groups. All of us 
crossed the tundra toward the higher ground. It was a bit boggy, but not too bad. The bigger 



 
 

issue was the softness of the ground. It was like walking on three feather mattresses laid in 
a pile. Each step was an effort. Still, we kept going, all of us seeking a group of Musk Oxen 
that had been seen from the ship. It was fun and interesting to see the Expedition Team at 
work. The radio communication between the groups allowed them to direct us to the best 
viewing opportunities. It wasn’t always completely successful, but most of us got a nice Musk 
Ox visit. Arctic Hares were also seen by some groups. 

All of us enjoyed the superb views of the uncountable icebergs filling all the bays in every 
direction. 

They were of 
all shapes 
and sizes and 
could be seen 
close to the 
shore and in 
the far 

distance. 
With the 

mirror-like 
sea and the 
shining sun, 
the seaward 
views took 
our attention 

from every little rise that we crested. 

There were a lot of muskox remains in the landscape including skulls, hooves, and their skin 
and wool. This is an active hunting area for the people of Ittoqqortoormiit who use the meat 
and skin of the muskox.  

At Sydkap we had another chance to experience the vast size and scale of the landscape. 
Any destination always took longer to reach than expected. The bowls, valleys and ridges 
rolled away into the distance with the edge of the ice cap barely visible in the distance. Our 

normal perception had not yet 
had the chance to adjust to 
Greenland reality. 

In the end, we were glad of the 
morning’s rest as it allowed us to 
make the most of this long and 
energetic afternoon. All the 
groups covered more than their 
usual distances. We arrived 
back aboard Plancius for a 
catch-up and dinner. For most 
this was followed by a quick visit 
to the lounge and an early 
bedtime. Pleasant dreams. 



 
 

Day 12 – 29th August 

Ittoqqortoormiit and Nokkedal 
12:00 GPS Position: 70°28.6’N / 021°58.2’E 
Wind: SSW 3, Weather: Calm, Air Temp:  8°C, Sea Temp:  6°C 
 

Clouds of fog shrouded the hills and 
mountains this morning. Out of the misty 
banks a settlement appeared. We arrived this 
morning at Ittoqqortoormiit: the northernmost 
settlement on the east Greenland coast. Its 
numerous colorful little houses broke free of 
the low clouds and bathed in the morning 
sun. After breakfast, we were shuttled 
towards the little harbor where we could 
freely roam around the place. It did not take 
long before we were greeted by the smallest 
inhabitants: husky puppies curiously 
approached us for some cuddles and 
attention. The little rascals would follow us along our stroll as if they found new lifelong friends. 

As it was still early, the streets were buzzing with quad bikes bringing kids to school, the town 
was waking up as we were to explore its streets. Builders could be seen mending the existing 
structures. The town was alive and seemed busy fixing roofs and maintenance for the coming 
winter. The local population was friendly and cheerful. We were able to look inside their 
church, their supermarket, and their small tourist information center.  

After an hour or three it was time to leave the settlement as we headed towards Hurry inlet. 
If the fog gods permitted, we would make a final landing here. And as we thought our luck 
had perished (already packing our bags) nothing less was true: the fog lifted, and hurry inlet 
was blazing in a golden sunlight.  

Our last landing in Greenland was to be a sandy beach followed by a hilly landscape. The 
long hikers went all the way into the backcountry towards the viewpoint of a glacier. The walk 
proved challenging as the landscape was riddled with moors and large boulders, the place 
was filled with colors as the plants still burst some colorful leaves on the onset of the coming 
winter. Again, the medium hike group proved to be made of mountain goats that needed some 
mad hiking. At one point the group was bound to overtake the actual long hikers. To save 
their honor and feeble feelings the medium group decided to stay a bit back from the long 
hikers and enjoy another hill top. Yet proving the durability of medium excellence. 

The leisurely group meanwhile were lured into one of John’s well-known traps: the cunning 
kiwi guide trod light footed over a quicksand beach, trapping its follower’s knee deep into the 
muddy mess. Probably much to his enjoyment. It turned into quite an adventure, some of 
them had to be hosed off at the gangway. When all of us were back on land (including the 
flimsy long hikers) we could enjoy a much-desired dinner while watching the Greenlandic 
coast fade into the fog. 



 
 

Day 13 – 30th August 

Sea Day, sailing to Iceland 
12:00 GPS Position: 67°57.6’N / 019°55.5’E 
Weather: Cloudy and Fog, Air Temp:  6°C, Sea Temp:  4°C 
 
Today many of us enjoyed a lie in bed after a lot of early starts and we could rest our aching 
muscles after all the hiking. Today was a sea day sailing to Akureyri and it was a bumpy one. 
During the night the waves really picked up and we had to secure all our belongings.  
 
After breakfast Ursula kicked off the day’s lecture program with a talk all about humpback 
whales, a species that we hoped to see nearer to Iceland as it is a real hotspot for them. She 
told us about how she came to be obsessed with whales and environmentalism and she also 
showed us one of her biggest sewing creations, a huge humpback whale calf yearling, which 
swam around the lounge, with assistance from Jess, John, Paolo, and Doctor Elmer.  
 
During the lecture the fog rolled in against the horizon and outside was grey, cold, and 
uninviting. Just the occasional fulmar flew by, using the wind to soar dynamically along the 
edges of the waves. We were quite happy to be inside, cozy, and warm with coffee and hot 
chocolate as we learnt about whales.  
 
Not long after Ursula’s talk. Ali was up next in the lounge giving her talk titled Ice Maidens – 
Women in the Arctic, which was all about the women and their lives in Inuit communities as 
well as female explorers in the Arctic. At the same time Ben gave a lecture in the dining room 
for the German speaking passengers all about Louise Arner Boyd, a wealthy American 
woman who caught the ‘polar bug’ and spent her fortune exploring in the Arctic, visiting all 
the same fjords that we have seen on this trip.  
 
We then ate AGAIN! Making the most of our final buffet lunch in the restaurant.  
 
After eating, John entertained us in the lounge with his lecture about Norse Mythology. Some 
of us then spent the rest of the afternoon packing for our departure tomorrow and others 
relaxed and spent time reading and chatting in the lounge.  
 
In the evening, we were invited to a 
special final recap in the lounge, the 
Captains Farewell, where we had 
prosecco and toasted to the end of a 
beautiful trip. We had the opportunity 
to relive all the memories of our 
voyage as we watched a slideshow of 
photographs and videos from the trip 
that was put together by Paolo. We 
then went to our final dinner in the 
restaurant and then spent the 
evening making the most of our time 
with new friends in the bar.  



 
 

Day 14 – 31st August 

Disembarkation in Akureyri  
8:00 GPS Position: 65°40.6’N / 018°05.6’E 
Weather: Cloudy, Air Temp:  11°C, Sea Temp:  9°C 

We arrived in Akureyri in Iceland, the third and final country of our voyage, and it was time to 
say our goodbyes. We had our final breakfast aboard Plancius then gathered the last of our 
things and headed for the gangway. We said goodbye to the whole team onboard and the 
new friends we had made. Some of us were off to explore some of Iceland’s treasures while 
others were flying straight home, looking back as we left to take a final look at the Plancius, 
our floating home.  

Thank you all for joining us on this voyage to North East Greenland. We hope to see you 
again in the future, wherever that might be! 

Total distance sailed: 1992.1 nautical miles 
Farthest north: 79°47.6’N / 011°11.1’E 

 
On behalf of Oceanwide Expeditions, Captain Evgeny Levakov, Expedition Leader Ali 
Liddle, Hotel Manager Ingrid Van De Loo, and all the crew and staff of M/V Plancius, it has 
been a pleasure travelling with you! 



18. Longyearbyen	
19. a)	FugleNorden,	b)	Smeerenburg	
20. At	sea,	crossing	the	Greenland	Sea		

Spitsbergen	and	East	Greenland	
onboard	M.V.	Plancius	

20.		

a	

18.	

b	 19.	



21.	At	sea	

29	
a	

b	

b	

b	

a	

a	

b	

27	

28	

25	

b	

a	24	

a	

a	
23	 22.	

East	Greenland	
21. At	sea,	in	the	pack	ice	off	Greenland	
22. a)	Myggebugt	(cancelled),	scenic	

cruising,	b)	Kapp	Humboldt	
23. a)	Blomsterbugten,	b)	IsNord	
24. a)	Maria	Ø,	b)	Ella	Ø	
25. a)	AlpenNord,	b)	Segelsallskapet	
26. FlemingNord	
27. a)	Vikingebugt,	b)	Charcot	Havn	
28. a)	ship	cruise	Ø	Fjord,	b)	Sydkap	
29. a)	IEoqqortoormiit,	b)	Nokkedal	
30. At	sea,	crossing	the	Denmark	Strait	
31. Akureyri		

26	

21	

a	

a	

30	

b	

b	

Map	generated	from:	hEps://data.geus.dk/geusmap/?
mapname=stednavnedb&ran=4986#baslay=&optlay=&extent=332175.1266007235,8541848.566883598,630328.505658
794,8681452.67509881&layers=grl_geus_north_east_higgins_map,grl_ne_placenames&filter_1=placename.part%3D%2
6txt_search.part%3D%26official%3D	



Birds and Mammals of Svalbard and Franz Josph Land - PLA11-24

English Name Latin German Dutch

Breeding / 
Transient / 

Vagrant 19.08 20.08 21.08 22.08
Great Northern Diver Gavia immer Eistaucher Ijsduiker V

Red-throated diver Gavia stellata Sterntaucher Roodkeelduiker B

Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis Eissturmvogel Noordse stormvogel B x x x
Northern Gannet Morus bassanus Basstölpel Jan-van-gent T
Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus Singschwan Wilde zwaan T
Breant Goose Anser fabalis Saatgans Taigarietgans V
Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus Kurzschnabelgans Kleine rietgans B
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis Weisswangengans Brandgans B x
White-fronted Goose Anser  albifrons Blässgans Kolgans V
Greylag Goose Anser anser Graugans Grauwe gans V
Brent Goose Branta bernicla Ringelgans Rotgans B
Snow Goose Chen caerulescens Schneegans Sneeuwgans V
Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope Pfeifente Smient T
Eurasian Teal Anas crecca Krickente Wintertaling B
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos Stockente Wilde eend T
Northern Pintail Anas acuta Spießente Pijlstaart B
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula Reiherente Kuifeend T
Common Eider Somateria mollissima Eiderente Eidereend B x x
King Eider Somateria spectabilis Prachteiderente Konings eider B
Steller's Eider Polysticta stelleri Scheckente Stellers eider V
Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis Eisente IIseend B
Black Scoter Melanitta nigra Trauerente Zwarte zee-eend B/T
Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula Schellente Brilduiker V

Rock Ptarmigan Lagopus mutus  hyperboreus Alpenschneehuhn Alpensneeuwhoen B
Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus Austernfischer Scholekster V
Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula Sandregenpfeifer Bontbekplevier B x
European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria Goldregenpfeifer Goudplevier B
Sanderling Calidris alba Sanderling Drieteenstrandloper B x

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos Graubruststrandläufer Gestreepte strandloper V
Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima Meerstrandläufer Paarse strandloper B x x
Red Knot Calidris canutus Knutt Kanoetstrandloper B
Dunlin Calidris alpina Alpenstrandläufer Bonte strandloper B
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus Regenbrachvogel Regenwulp T
Common Redshank Tringa totanus Rotschenkel Tureluur V
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres Steinwälzer Steenloper B x
Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius Thorshühnchen Rosse franjepoot B
Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus Odinshühnchen Grauwe franjepoot B
Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus Spatelraubmöwe Middelste jager T

Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus Schmarotzerraub-möwe Kleine jager B x
Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus Falkenraubmöwe Kleinste jager B
Great Skua Stercorarius skua Skua Grote jager B
Sabine’s Gull Xema sabini Schwalbenmöwe Vorkstaartmeeuw B

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus Lachmöwe Kokmeeuw V
Common/Mew Gull Larus canus Sturmmöwe Stormmeeuw V
Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus Eismöwe Grote Burgemeester B x
Iceland gull Larus glaucoides Polarmöwe Kleine burgemeester T
Herring Gull Larus argentatus Silbermöwe Zilvermeeuw V

Lesser black-backed Gull Larus fuscus Heringsmöwe Kleine mantelmeeuw V

Great black-backed Gull Larus marinus Mantelmöwe Grote mantelmeeuw B

Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla Dreizehenmöwe Drieteenmeeuw B x x
Ross’ Gull Rhodostethia rosea Rosenmöwe Rossmeeuw T
Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea Elfenbeinmöwe Ivoormeeuw B x

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea Küstenseeschwalbe Noordse stern B x x
Common Guillemot Uria aalge Trottellumme Zeekoet B

Brunnich’s Guillemot Uria lomvia Dickschnabellumme Dikbekzeekoet B

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle Gryllteiste Zwarte zeekoet B x x
Little Auk Alle alle Krabbentaucher Kleine alk B

Puffin Fratercula arctica Papageitaucher Papegaaiduiker B x
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica Rauchschwalbe Boerenzwaluw V
White Wagtail Motacilla alba Bachstelze Witte Kwikstaart V
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis Wiesenpieper Graspieper V
Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe Steinschmätzer Tapuit B
Blackbird Turdus merula Amsel Merel V
Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis Schneeammer Sneeuwgors B
Redpoll Carduelis flammea Birkenzeisig Barmsijs V
Lapland longspur Calcarius lapponicus Spornammer Ijsgors V
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris Wacholderdrossel Kramsvogel V
Redwing Turdus iliacus Rotdrossel Koperwiek V
Brambling Fringilla montifringilla Bergfink Keep V
Gyrfalcon Falco rusticolus Gerfalke Giervalk V

MAMMALS

English Latin German Dutch

Breeding / 
Transient / 

Vagrant 19.08 20.08 21.08 22.08
Walrus Odobenus rosmarus Walross Walrus B x
Bearded seal Erignathus barbatus Bartrobbe Baardrob B x
Ringed seal Phoca hispida Ringelrobbe Ringelrob B
Harp seal Pagophilus groenlandicus Sattelrobbe Zadelrob T x
Hooded seal Cystophora cristata Klappmütze Klapmuts V



Common /Harbour seal Phoca vitulina Seehund Gewone zeehond B x
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Zwergwal Dwergvinvis T
Sei Whale Balaenoptera borealis Seiwal Noordse vinvis V
Blue Whale Balaenopentera musculus Blauwal Blauwe vinvis T
Fin Whale Balaenoptera physalus Finnwal Gewone vinvis T
Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae Buckelwal Bultrug T

Bowhead whale Balaena mysticetus Grönlandwal Groenlandse walvis T
Sperm Whale Physeter macrocephalus Pottwal Potvis V
Narwhal Monodon monoceros Narwal Narwal V

Northern Bottlenose Whale Hyperoodon ampullatus Entenwal (Dögling) Butskop V

Orca (Killer Whale) Orcinus orca Schwertwal (Orca) Orka V

White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorhynchus albirostris Weissschnauzendelphin Witsnuitdolfijn V

Beluga Dephinapterus leucas Weisswal Beloega B

Polar Bear Ursus maritimus Eisbär Ijsbeer B x x x

Arctic Fox Alopex lagopus Polarfuchs Poolvos B x

Spitsbergen Reindeer
Rangifer tarandus 
platyrhynchus Svalbard Renntier Rendier B

Sibling vole Microtus rossiaemeridionalis Südfeldmaus Oostelijke veldmuis B
Short tailed Vole Microtus agrestis Erdmaus Aardmuis B

http://waarnemingen.be/soort/view/372


English Name Latin German 22-Aug 23-Aug 24-Aug 25-Aug 26-Aug 27-Aug 28-Aug 29-Sep 30-Sep
Great Northern Diver Gavia immer Eistaucher x
Red-throated diver Gavia stellata Sterntaucher x x
Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis Eissturmvogel x x x x
Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus Kurzschnabelgans x x x
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis Weisswangengans
White-fronted Goose Anser  albifrons Blässgans
Common Eider Somateria mollissima Eiderente x x
King eider Somateria spectabilis Prachteiderente
Gyrfalcon Falco rusticolus Gerfalke
Peregrine Falco peregrinus
Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis Eisente x x
Rock Ptarmigan Lagopus mutus  hyperboreus Alpenschneehuhn
Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula Sandregenpfeifer x
Sanderling Calidris alba Sanderling
Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima Meerstrandläufer x x x x x
Red Knot Calidris canutus Knutt
Dunlin Calidris alpina Alpenstrandläufer
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres Steinwälzer
Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus Spatelraubmöwe x x
Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus Schmarotzerraub-möwe x
Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus Falkenraubmöwe
Great Skua Stercorarius skua Skua
Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus Eismöwe x x x x x x x
Common Gull Larus canus Sturmmöwe
Herring Gull Larus argentatus Silbermöwe
Lesser black-backed Gull Larus fuscus Heringsmöwe
Great black-backed Gull Larus marinus  Mantelmöwe
Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla Dreizehenmöwe x x
Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea Elfenbeinmöwe x
Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea Küstenseeschwalbe x x x x x
Common Guillemot Uria aalge Trottellumme
Brunnich’s Guillemot Uria lomvia Dickschnabellumme
Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle Gryllteiste x x
Little Auk Alle alle Krabbentaucher x x
Puffin Fratercula arctica Papageitaucher
Snowy Owl Nyctea scandiaca Schneeeule
Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis Schneeammer x x x x x x x x
White Wagtail Motacilla alba Bachstelze



Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe Steinschmätzer x x x
Raven Covus corax Kolkrabe x x x
Redpoll Carduelis flammea Birkenzeisig
Arctic Redpoll Carduelis hornemanni Polarbirkenzeisig

MAMMALS
 English Name Latin German 22-Aug 23-Aug 24-Aug 25-Aug 26-Aug 27-Aug 28-Aug 29-Sep 30-Sep
Walrus Odobenus rosmarus Walross
Bearded seal Erignathus barbatus Bartrobbe x
Ringed seal Phoca hispida Ringelrobbe
Harp seal Pagophilus groenlandicus Sattelrobbe
Hooded seal Cystophora cristata Klappmütze
Common /Harbour seal Phoca vitulina Seehund x
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Zwergwal
Sei Whale Balaenoptera borealis Seiwal
Blue Whale Balaenopentera musculus Blauwal
Fin Whale Balaenoptera physalus Finnwal
Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae Buckelwal
Bowhead whale Balaena mysticetus Grönlandwal
Sperm Whale Physeter macrocephalus Pottwal
Narwhal Monodon monoceros Narwal
Northern Bottlenose Whale Hyperoodon ampullatus Entenwal (Dögling)
Orca (Killer Whale) Orcinus orca Schwertwal (Orca)
White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorhynchus albirostris Weissschnauzendelphin
Polar Bear Ursus maritimus Eisbär x x
Arctic Fox Alopex lagopus Polarfuchs
Arctic Hare Lepus timidus Schneehase x x x x
Muskox Ovibus moschatus Moschusochse x x x x x x
Arctic Wolf Canis lupus Grauwolf
Ermine or Stoat Mustela erminea Hermelin
Collared Lemming Dicrostonyx torquatus Lemming



Ali Liddle –Expedition Leader 
 

Originally from the UK, Ali spent 15 years living in the 
Falkland Islands where she worked as a Primary school 
teacher both teaching out in ‘camp’ and at the school in 
Stanley. Latterly, she was employed as Education 
Officer for Falklands Conservation and shared her time 
between classroom teaching and conservation. In 1997, 
she spent 9 months living on South Georgia where she 
ran the Post Office and took every opportunity to hike, 
ski and explore the surrounding peaks and coastline. 
She has published three books to date: Plants of the 
Falkland Islands and two art and craft books for children 
using penguins and albatross as the inspiration. Ali is a 
keen runner, having completed three marathons in the 
Falkland Islands and two in the UK, and she also enjoys 
cycling, hiking and camping. Ali has been working on 
Antarctic and Arctic expedition cruises with Oceanwide 
for more years than she cares to remember and works 
on all of the Oceanwide vessels at some point during 
the year. She has recently relocated from 
Northumberland to the Isle of Skye where she is 
renovating a cottage and enjoying the hiking 
opportunities of the island. Her particular interest is 

natural history and the wildlife, and she enjoys sharing her knowledge of and passion for the polar 
regions.  
 
Deutsch 
Ali kommt ursprünglich aus Großbritannien und hat 15 Jahre lang auf den Falklandinseln gelebt. Dort 
arbeitete sie als Grundschullehrerin im sogenannten “Camp” wie auch in der Schule von Stanley. Später 
war sie zuständig für den Bereich Bildung des Umweltamtes und teilte ihre Zeit zwischen 
Klassenzimmer und Naturschutz. 1997 verbrachte sie neun Monate in Südgeorgien, wo sie das 
Postamt betrieb. Gleichzeitig nutzte sie jede Gelegenheit, um zu wandern, Ski zu laufen und die 
umliegenden Gipfel und Küstenlinien zu erkunden. Sie hat drei Bücher veröffentlicht: Pflanzen der 
Falklandinseln und zwei Kunst- und Handwerksbücher für Kinder, die von Pinguinen und Albatrossen 
inspiriert sind. Sie ist eine leidenschaftliche Läuferin und hat bereits drei Marathons auf den 
Falklandinseln und zwei in Großbritannien absolviert. Außerdem fährt sie gerne Rad und liebt das 
Wandern und Zelten. 
 
Ali arbeitet bereits seit vielen Jahren auf allen Schiffen der Oceanwide-Flotte, sowohl in der Antarktis 
wie auch der Arktis. Sie ist vor kurzem von Northumberland in England auf die Isle of Skye in Schottland 
gezogen, wo sie zur Zeit eine alte Kate renoviert. In ihrer Freizeit genießt sie die unglaublichen 
Wandermöglichkeiten der Insel. 
 
Ihr besonderes Interesse gilt der Natur und der Tierwelt: dieses Wissen und ihre Leidenschaft für die 
Polarregionen teilt sie gerne mit Euch. 



Laurence Dyke - Assistant 
Expedition Leader 

 
Laurence is from Cornwall in the far southwest of the UK 
and grew up on the coast, never far from the water and 
boats.  
 
Laurence has a background as a geographer with a 
special focus in glaciology, a choice inspired by seeing a 
glacier up close for the first time in the Austrian Alps.  
 
For the last 7 years he has worked in science, both in the 
UK and Denmark, working to understand how and why 
huge glacier systems in Greenland have changed in the 
past. Understanding how the cryosphere has changed is 
crucial for predicting what will happen in the future.  
 
Laurence first visited the Arctic in 2010 whilst undertaking 
research for his PhD and was immediately captivated by 
the wild landscapes of the high latitudes. His subsequent 
research has taken him on numerous expeditions to 
remote areas of Greenland, Svalbard, and Arctic 
Canada. 
 
Laurence is also a passionate advocate for polar science, 

when time allows he produces videos and articles about research from Greenland and the wider Arctic. 
Laurence lectures in glaciology and geography. 
 
Deutsch  
Laurence stammt aus dem Cornwall im äußersten Südwesten Großbritanniens und ist direkt an der 
Küste aufgewachsen also nie weit von Wasser und Booten entfernt.  
 
Laurence hat einen Hintergrund als Geograph mit besonderem Schwerpunkt in der Glaziologie, eine 
Wahl, die von der erstmaligen Beobachtung eines Gletschers in den österreichischen Alpen aus der 
Nähe inspiriert wurde.  
 
In den letzten 7 Jahren hat er in der Wissenschaft sowohl in Großbritannien wie auch in Dänemark 
gearbeitet, um zu begreifen, wie und warum sich riesige Gletschersysteme in Grönland in der 
Vergangenheit verändert haben. Zu begreifen, wie sich die Kryosphäre verändert hat, ist 
entscheidend für die Vorhersage wie sich die Gletscher in der Zukunft entwickeln.  
 
Laurence besuchte 2010 während seiner Doktorarbeit zum ersten Mal die Arktis und war sofort von 
den wilden Landschaften der hohen Breiten gefesselt. Seine anschließende Forschung führte ihn auf 
zahlreiche Expeditionen in entlegene Gebiete Grönlands, Spitzbergens und der kanadischen Arktis.  
Laurence ist auch ein leidenschaftlicher Verfechter der Polarwissenschaften, wenn es die Zeit erlaubt, 
produziert er Videos und Artikel über Forschungen aus Grönland und der weiteren Arktis. Laurence hält 
Lesungen über Glaziologie und Geographie. 



Ben Fredriks - Expedition Guide 

Discovering Spitsbergen in 2013 was like a dream 
coming true for Ben. During his studies in marine 
biology he conducted fieldwork which took him to the 
world’s most Northern settlement: Ny-Ålesund. Here 
he fell in love with the Arctic Archipelago, and he has 
been returning to the Arctic ever since. 

In the past, Ben worked on different scientific topics: 
Arctic shipping and the effect of oil spills in Arctic 
Regions. Ben is very interested in the Arctic 
biology/ecology and history, which makes Spitsbergen 
a perfect place for him to work, because it is filled with 
all of it! 

Since 2015 Ben works as a hydrographic surveyor on 
the North sea, but since his first visit to Spitsbergen he 
has caught the “Arctic virus” and is always looking 
forward to another adventure in the polar regions! 

Deutsch 
2013 hat Ben Spitzbergen zum ersten Mal besucht, und für ihn wurde damit ein Traum wahr. Während 
seines Studiums der Meeresbiologie hat er mehrfach Feldarbeiten im nördlichtsen Dorf der Welt Ny-
Ålesund durchgeführt. Seitdem kommt er regelmäβig nach Spitzbergen und freut sich darauf seine 
hocharktischen Erfahrungen mit Euch teilen. 
Ben hat sich mit den verschiedenen Effekten des Schiffverkehrs auf die arktischen Regionen; 
inklusive des Problems der Ölverschmutzung beschäftigt. Er ist sehr interessiert an der 
Biologie/Ökologie und Geschichte der Arktis. Für Ben ist Spitzbergen der perfekte Ort umzu arbeiten, 
denn hier gibt es all dies auf engstem Raum! 

Seit 2015 arbeitet Ben zu Hause als Hydrographischer Vermesser an der Nordsee. Trotzdem hat ihn, 
seit seinem ersten Besuch, der “Arktisvirus” nicht mehr losgelassen und er freut sich immer auf ein 
weiteres Abentuer in diesem polarregionen!  



Jess Owen - Expedition Guide

Jess is from England and has recently been 
living on the Isle of Skye in Scotland. Since 
graduating from a degree in Wildlife and Media, 
Jess has been working in environmental 
research and education roles with wildlife 
conservation charities in the UK, with a focus on 
marine mammals and birds. Jess is a passionate 
science communicator, wildlife guide, and 
nature enthusiast. She has delivered lectures, 
school lessons, and training courses to a wide 
variety of audiences on subjects such as birds, 
insects, marine mammals and conservation. 
She is particularly passionate about citizen 
science and helping inspire people to become 
connected to wildlife and active in conservation. 

Jess now specialises in whales, dolphins, and 
porpoises, having worked as a marine mammal surveyor and whale watching guide 
since 2015. This work has taken her to the Bay of Biscay, the West Coast of Scotland, 
the Arctic and to Antarctica. She is very excited to be returning to work with Oceanwide 
Expeditions for another season in the polar regions.  
When she is not out at sea, Jess spends her time gardening, reading, making films, 
snorkelling, and bird watching. She loves to spend time with her nieces and nephew 
and likes travelling in her beloved campervan.   

Jess kommt aus England und lebt seit Kurzem auf der Isle of Sky in Schottland. 
Seit ihrem Abschluss in Wildtierkunde und Medienwissenschaft arbeitet Jess in 
der Umweltforschung und -erziehung bei Naturschutzorganisationen in 
Grossbritannien. Dabei konzentriert sie sich auf Meeressäugetiere und Vögel. 
Jess ist eine leidenschaftliche Wissenschaftskommunikatorin, Wildnisführerin 
und Naturliebhaberin. Sie hält Vorträge, Schulbesuche und Schulungen für ein 
breites Publikum zu Themen wie Vögel, Insekten, Meeressäugetiere, Meeres- 
und Landschaftsschutz und wildtierfreundliche Gärten. Besonders engagiert sie 
sich für die Bürgerwissenschaft und der Umweltbildung, um Menschen die Natur 
zu vermitteln, um sich aktiv für deren Schutz einzusetzen.  
Jess hat sich auf Wale und Delfine spezialisiert und arbeitet seit 2015 als 
Meeressäugerbeobachterin und Whale Watching Guide im europäischen 
Atlantik, in der Arktis und in der Antarktis. 

Wenn sie nicht auf See ist, verbringt Jess viel Zeit im Garten, beim Lesen, Filmen, 
Schnorcheln und Vogelbeobachtung und in ihrem geliebten Wohnmobil.   



John Rogers - Expedition Guide 
 

History came early to John as his home town of 
Concord, Massachusetts, is famous as the site of the 
first battle of the American Revolution and much early 
American literary culture. He learned to swim in 
Walden Pond, of Thoreau fame. His love of the 
outdoors started with family holidays to lakes and 
mountains. 
His first career was in computer software development 
which allowed for numerous extended travelling 
holidays in the USA and then to New Zealand – where 
he still lives. The travelling continued with visits to 
every continent – the final one being Antarctica in 2001 
as a passenger and then for several seasons as a 
guide.  
Along the way John has managed several trips north of 
the Arctic Circle backpacking, river rafting and 
exploring in Alaska, Norway and Iceland. 
 John’s approach to the history is to concentrate on the 
stories of the places and people who inhabit and have 
explored to the extremes of the earth. Polar history is 
filled with remarkable stories of adventures, 
perseverance, triumph and defeat. He encourages 

anyone on this voyage with specialized knowledge, or with a family connection, to help him others 
share in this fantastic legacy. 
 
Deutsch 
Das Interesse in Geschichte wurde mir in die Wiege gelegt da meine Heimatstadt, Concord, 
Massachusetts, als Ort der ersten Schlacht der Amerikanischen Revolution und der frühen 
amerikanischen Literaturkultur berühmt ist. Ich lernte in den Wäldern von Pond schwimmen und die 
Liebe zur Natur begann mit Familienurlauben an Seen und in den Bergen. 
 
Nach dem Umzug nach Los Angeles, um einen Bachelor of Science vom California Institute of 
Technology zu machen, begann ich eine Karriere in der Entwicklung von Computersoftware. Ein 
unerwarteter 3-monatiger bezahlter Urlaub, welcher ein Arbeitgeber finanzierte, verbrachte ich mit 
Wandern und Erkundigungen in den kanadischen Rockies. Damit hat das Reisefieber begonnen und 
ist nicht mehr geendet. Ein weiterer Wanderurlaub führte mich 1980 über den Pazifik nach 
Neuseeland mit als Endziel, außerhalb der USA zu leben. Meine große Liebe Jill habe ich dort 
kennengelernt und diese Urlaubsromanze dauert noch immer an.  
Mehrere lange unbezahlte Urlaube haben es mir ermöglicht, alle Kontinente zu besuchen – das letzte 
war die Antarktis auf einer Schiffsexpedition im Jahr 2001. Damit ist die die Antarktis-Sucht begonnen 
und begleitet mich bis heute. Als Mitglied und Offizier der New Zealand Antarctic Society und durch 
den Abschluss des Postgraduiertenzertifikats für Antarktisstudien an der Universität Canterbury nach 
dem Ruhestand, war ich in der Lage die erstaunlichen Geschichten der Antarktis-Exploration, 
Vergangenheit und Gegenwart zu verfolgen. Ich hoffe, dass jeder, der auf dieser Reise mit speziellem 
Wissen mir helfen wird um anderen an diesem fantastischen Vermächtnis teilzuhaben. 
 



Paolo Bellezze – Expedition Guide  

 
Born in Argentina (Dec 80’) and raised 
in Italy, Paolo finally moved to Scotland 
where he settled in 2006. Nowadays, 
when not at sea, he splits his time 
between Argentina and Scotland. 
 
Before expedition cruises Paolo spent 
12 years working shoreside in merchant 
shipping.  He was a Product Manager 
for a Norwegian company developing 
Voyage Planning and Marine Weather 
Forecasting Systems for merchant 
ships. 
 
He also started Paragliding at the age of 
14 and has been very involved in the 

sport as a school owner instructing both beginners and advanced courses 
for over 20 years.  When not paragliding, Paolo likes to sea kayak and he 
mixes Field Guide with Kayak Guide roles onboard. 
 
In 2021 he started working full time in expedition cruises, since then he 
has guide in several expeditions such as Antarctica, South Georgia, 
Falklands, Greenland West coast, Greenland East coast, Iceland, Faroes 
Islands and British Isles.  
 
Aside from sea kayaking and flying he is into hiking, motorbikes and 
spending time with friends. He is passionate about polar regions and 
sharing the experience with our guests.   
 
 “Happiness is only real when shared” (Chris McCandless)  
 
 
Languages: English, Spanish, Italian. 
 



Sven Joest – Expedition Guide  
 

Sven is an arctic enthusiast from Bonn, 
Germany, with a passion and expertise 
in the area of geomorphology. During 
his undergraduate study in geography at 
the University of Bonn, it was his 
semester abroad in Joensuu, Finland, 
that sparked his interest in the 
wilderness of the north and the arctic.  
 
Since then, he has pursued his 
enthusiasm for adventure through 
several trips to northern Norway and is 
currently continuing his academic 
journey with a master’s degree 
specialising in Peace and Conflict  

 
Transformation, at the Arctic University of Tromsø, Norway, which is the 
most northern university in the world. From here he is able to pursue his 
passion for the outdoors and the cold by skiing, hiking, and exploring 
these vast and remote environments.  
 
As an enthusiastic hobby photographer, and an increasingly keen birder 
since volunteering at a bird nature reserve on the island of Fehmarn, you’ll 
most likely find him out on deck taking snaps of the landscapes and the 
wildlife in his spare time during the voyage.  
 
Excited to continue expanding his knowledge and experience in all 
aspects of the polar expanses, he welcomes you to chat at any point 
during the adventure about any questions you may have or your own polar 
interests and stories. 
 
 



Ursula Tscherter - Expedition Guide 
 

I grew up far from the oceans in landlocked Switzerland 
when in the 70s, when exploitative whaling was still 
happening, the dream of my childhood evolved; to meet 
whales in their natural environment. It came true in 1993 
and changed my life radically. I gave up my original 
profession as a teacher for Craft and Art and spent the 
next 20 summers in Eastern Canada studying whales. As 
the director of the Swiss-Canadian ORES Foundation I 
combined scientific research and education for 
international audiences leaving deep imprints in many 
peoples’ lives. 
 
I am a true minke whale enthusiast. I thousands of hours 
I observed these mind-blowing whales and studied their 
habitat use, hunting and breathing ecology using photo-
identification. At 50 years I obtained my Master in Marine 
Mammal Science at the University of St Andrews 
(Scotland). I nourished my urge to learn more from the 
oceans and whales in various research projects in 
Australia, New Zealand or South Africa. In 2008 I started 
to work as an expedition guide and lecturer in Antarctica 
and later in the Arctic. When at home I produce life-sized 

foldable animals, which I carry to schools and ships. Visit my lectures to meet some of them.  
 
Just as strong as my urge to learn and explore is my need to share my knowledge and fascination with 
others to raise environmental awareness. Please join or approach me at any time, as I love to answer 
questions and to be on deck on the lookout for wildlife.  
 
Deutsch 
Ich bin weit weg von den Ozeanen in der Schweiz aufgewachsen, als in den 70er Jahren der Hoch-Zeit 
des Walfanges, der Traum von meiner Kindheit entstand; Wale in ihrer natürlichen Umgebung zu 
sehen. Dieser wurde 1993 wahr und veränderte mein Leben radikal. Ich gab meinen ursprünglichen 
Beruf als Lehrerin für Handwerk und Kunst auf und verbrachte die nächsten 20 Sommer in Ostkanada, 
um Wale zu studieren. Als Direktor der schweizerisch-kanadischen ORES Foundation kombinierte ich 
wissenschaftliche Forschung und Bildung für internationales Publikum und hinterließ tiefe Spuren im 
Leben vieler Menschen. 
 
Ich bin ein echter Zwergwal-Enthusiast. Ich beobachtete tausenden von Stunden diese geistesreichen 
Wale und untersuchte ihre Lebensraumnutzung, Jagd und Atemökologie mittels Foto Identifikation. Mit 
50 Jahren erwarb ich meinen Master in Marine Mammal Science an der University of St Andrews 
(Schottland). Ich nährte meinen Drang, in verschiedenen Forschungsprojekten in Australien, 
Neuseeland oder Südafrika mehr von den Ozeanen und Walen zu lernen. 2008 begann ich als 
Expeditionsführer und Dozent in der Antarktis und später in der Arktis zu arbeiten. Zu Hause produziere 
ich lebensgroße faltbare Tiere, die ich zu Schulen und Schiffen mitbringe. Besuchen Sie meine 
Vorträge, um einige von ihnen zu treffen.  
 
Genauso stark wie mein Drang zu lernen und zu erforschen ist mein Bedürfnis, mein Wissen und meine 
Faszination mit anderen zu teilen, um das Umweltbewusstsein zu schärfen. Bitte kommen sie zu mir 
bei Fragen oder Schließen sie sich an, ich liebe es Fragen zu beantworten und an Deck auf der Suche 
nach Wildtieren zu sein.  
 
 
 



 

 
Spitsbergen and East 

Greenland 
Embarkation 

Sunday 18th August 2024 
 

 
 
1600 Welcome on board!  Your luggage should be in your cabin when you 

arrive.  Please check carefully if you are missing any luggage and if there 
is luggage in your cabin that does not belong to you then please let one 
of the staff know. Please feel free to look around the ship.  
Tea and coffee is available in the Lounge on Deck 5. 

 
>1700 Mandatory Safety and Lifeboat Instruction in the Lounge. ALL 

PASSENGERS are required to participate in this very important 
instruction.  

 
1800 Departure from the pier.  
 
1845 Please join us in the Lounge for an introduction to the ship from your 

Hotel Manager Ingrid van de Loo 
 This will be followed by Captain’s Cocktails, a chance to meet your 

Captain, Evgeny Levakov and then you will meet with your Expedition 
Leader Ali Liddle. She will explain the plans for the coming days, and it 
will be a chance to meet with your Expedition Team. 

 
1930  Dinner is served in the Restaurant on Deck 3 behind the reception desk. 

Enjoy your meal. 
 
2045 Boots. We will hand out your rubber boots from the Boot Room on 

Deck 3. We will call you by deck so please wait for announcements.  
 
 



 

 
Spitsbergen and East 

Greenland 
Fuglefjorden and Smeerenburg 

Monday 19th August 2024 
 

 
 
0715 Wake up call from your Expedition Leader Ali. 
 
0730 Breakfast buffet will be available in the Dining Room for 1 hour. 
 
0830  Mandatory Zodiac Briefing and Polar Bear Safety Briefing in the Lounge 
 
0930 Fuglefjorden. This morning, we hope to take you on a zodiac cruise in 

Fuglefjorden. There are small islands where we sometime see Harbour 
seals and there is the beautiful glacier Svitjodbreen where we will cruise 
along the ice front. 

 German speaking guests please come to the gangway first to ensure you 
have a German speaking guide.  

  
1230 Lunch is served in the Dining Room. 
 
TBA Smeerenburg. This area was historically a whaling ‘town’ and there are 

the historic remains of the Dutch whaling stations on shore. There is a 
beautiful lagoon near the landing site and there are sometimes walrus 
on the beach. We will offer hiking groups – a long hike, a medium hike 
and a leisurely walk. All groups will spend time with the walrus if they are 
on the beach. 
Long hikers please come to the gangway first. Everyone else follow 
shortly after. Please listen for announcements.   

 
1830 Re-cap and Briefing. Please join the expedition team in the Lounge for a 

re-cap of the day and to learn of our plans for tomorrow. 
 

1900  Dinner is served in the Restaurant on Deck. Enjoy your meal. 
 



 

 
Spitsbergen and East 

Greenland 
At Sea 

Tuesday 20th August 2024 
 
0745 Wake up call from your Expedition Leader Ali. 
 
0800 Breakfast buffet will be available in the Dining Room for 1 hour. 
 
0930 AECO Briefing. Please join the expedition team in the lounge for a 

Mandatory AECO briefing before we reach Greenland. The staff will also 
introduce themselves.   

 
1030 Polar Bears. We had a lovely encounter with a polar bear in Fuglefjord. 

Please join Ali in the Lounge to learn more about these iconic Arctic 
animals. 

  
1230 Lunch is served in the Dining Room. 
 
1500 Seals of the Arctic.  We were lucky enough to see seals on our zodiac 

cruise in Fuglefjord so please join Jess in the Lounge to learn more about 
these marine mammals. This will be translated into German.  

 
1630 Lecture Medley. There will be 3 short presentations from staff. John will 

talk about the history of whaling in Svalbard, Laurance will talk about 
glaciers and Paulo will talk about Virgohamna, near Smeerenburg 

 
1830 Recap and Briefing. Please join the expedition team in the Lounge for the 

daily recap and our learn of our plans for tomorrow. 
 

1900  Dinner is served in the Restaurant on Deck 3 behind the Reception 
desk. Enjoy your meal. 

 



 

 
Spitsbergen and East 

Greenland 
At Sea 

Wednesday 21st August 2024 
 
 
0745 Wake up call from your Expedition Leader Ali. 
 
0800 Breakfast buffet will be available in the Dining Room for 1 hour. 

 
After Breakfast we should be arriving at the edge of the Greenland pack 
ice.  

 
0930 Introduction to Greenland. If you would like to learn a little about the 

island of Greenland – it’s geography, geology, climate, glaciology, and 
oceanography then please join Laurence in the Lounge. This will be in 
English and translated into German.   

 
1100 History of Greenland. This is a land with an indigenous population, but it 

has attracted explorers over the years, including Vikings so if you would 
like to learn more about the human history of Greenland please join John 
in the Lounge. This will be in English and translated into German.  

  
1230 Lunch is served in the Dining Room. 
 

Our afternoon programme will depend on our progress in the morning. 
Please listen for announcements 

 
1830 Recap and Briefing. Please join the expedition team in the Lounge for the 

daily recap and our learn of our plans for tomorrow. 
 

1900  Dinner is served in the Restaurant on Deck 3 behind the Reception 
desk. Enjoy your meal. 

 
 



 

Spitsbergen and East 
Greenland 

At Sea 
Thursday 22nd August 2024 

 
 

0745 Wake up call from your Expedition Leader Ali. 
 
0800 Breakfast buffet will be available in the Dining Room for 1 hour. 

 
0930 Whales. Introduction to Arctic whales. We hope to see some whales on 

our voyage so if you would like to learn more about the species we hope 
to see then please join Jess in the Lounge.  

 
1100  History of Greenland. This is a land with an indigenous population, but 

it has attracted explorers over the years, including Vikings so if you would 
like to learn more about the human history of Greenland please join John 
in the Lounge. This will be in English and translated into German.  

  
1230 Lunch is served in the Dining Room. 
 
TBA Myggbukta. This afternoon for our first landing on Greenland we hope 

to take you ashore at Myggbukta. Here we will find the historic house 
that was once a radio station and meteorological station. We will offer 
long and medium hikes and a leisurely walk on shore. 
Long hikers please come to the gangway first. 

 
1900 Recap and Briefing. Please join the expedition team in the Lounge for the 

daily recap and our learn of our plans for tomorrow. 
 

1930  Dinner is served in the Restaurant on Deck 3 behind the Reception 
desk. Enjoy your meal. 

 
 



 

Spitsbergen and East 
Greenland 

Blomsterbugt 
Friday 23rd August 2024 

 
 
0715 Wake up call from your Expedition Leader Ali. 
 
0730 Breakfast buffet will be available in the Dining Room for 1 hour. 

 
0800 Blomsterbugt.  

Long hikers please come to the gangway for the start of your hike. 
Please bring water and an additional layer of warm clothing. 
  

0845 Blomsterbugt. All other guests please come to the gangway for your 
landing at Blomsterbugt. This is known as Flower Bay from the botanical 
collections made in historic expeditions in the area. We will land at 
Varghytta hut, the wolf hut. Walks will all lead up the hill from the landing 
site so please be prepared for some up hill walking. We hope to see 
ptarmigan and maybe some musk ox up by the lake.  

 
1300 Lunch is served in the Dining Room. 
 

Expedition Afternoon in Renbugten 
During the afternoon we will cruise into 
Renbugten and see what we find. Please listen 
for announcements regarding our activities. 

 
1830 Recap and Briefing. Please join the expedition team in the Lounge for the 

daily recap and our learn of our plans for tomorrow. 
 

1900  Dinner is served in the Restaurant on Deck 3. Enjoy your meal. 
 
 



 

Spitsbergen and East 
Greenland 

Maria Ø and Ella Ø 
Saturday 24th August 2024 

 
 
0715 Wake up call from your Expedition Leader Ali. 
 
0730 Breakfast buffet will be available in the Dining Room for 1 hour. 

 
0800 Maria Ø  

Long hikers please come to the gangway for the start of your hike. 
Please bring water and an additional layer of warm clothing. 
  

0845 Maria Ø. All other guests please come to the gangway for your landing 
at Maria Ø. We will offer a longer medium hike, a medium hike and a 
leisurely walk. It is quite a rocky island but there are sometimes Musk ox 
in the low hills near the landing site.  

 
1300 Lunch is served in the Dining Room. 
 
TBC Ella Ø. Near to Maria Ø is another island known as Ella Ø. Here there are 

some remains of the ancient Thule settlements. We hope to be able to 
take you ashore to explore the area. We may offer a perimeter landing 
where you stay within the safe area with the guides around the edge of 
the zone. Please respect the historic remains. 

 
1830 Recap and Briefing. Please join the expedition team in the Lounge for the 

daily recap and our learn of our plans for tomorrow. 
 

1900  Dinner is served in the Restaurant on Deck 3. Enjoy your meal. 
 
 



 

Spitsbergen and East 
Greenland 

Alpefjord and Segelsallskapet 
Sunday 25th August 2024 

 
 
0745 Wake up call from your Expedition Leader Ali. 
 
0800 Breakfast buffet will be available in the Dining Room for 1 hour. 

 
0900 Alpefjord. This morning, we hope to take you on a zodiac cruise up the 

beautiful and very scenic Alpefjord. This fjord has a glacier running right 
down to the shore and we should be able to navigate to the end of the 
fjord. We will be out in the boats for around 2.5 – 3 hours so please dress 
warmly. German speaking guests please come to the gangway first. 

 
1230 Lunch is served in the Dining Room. 
 
TBC Segelsallskapet. This afternoon we hope to be able to take you ashore at 

Segelsallskapet which is an area with beautiful geological formations 
with striped bands of coloured rock along the cliffs and shoreline. We will 
offer our usual hiking groups. 
Long hikers please come to the gangway first followed by everyone 
else. 

 
1915 Recap and Briefing. Please join the expedition team in the Lounge for the 

daily recap and our learn of our plans for tomorrow. 
 

1930  Dinner is served in the Restaurant on Deck 3. Enjoy your meal. 
 
 



 

Spitsbergen and East 
Greenland 

Flemingfjord and at sea 
Monday 26th August 2024 

 
 
 
0745 Wake up call from your Expedition Leader Ali. 
 
0800 Breakfast buffet will be available in the Dining Room for 1 hour. 

 
0900 Flemingfjord. This morning, we hope to take you ashore at Flemingfjord 

where we will find an Arctic polar desert with a red rocky landscape but 
there is a surprising amount of Arctic vegetation in places.   
We will do a regular landing but will still offer a longer hike as well as our 
other walking groups. 
At the end of the landing, we will offer you the chance to do a Polar 
Plunge! We will bring the towels!  

 
1230 Lunch is served in the Dining Room. 
 

During the afternoon we will begin our navigation around the Greenland 
coast to Scoresby Sund where we will spend the rest of our expedition 
days.  
We will offer lecture presentations during the afternoon so please listen 
for announcements regarding our programme. 

 
1830 Recap and Briefing. Please join the expedition team in the Lounge for the 

daily recap and our learn of our plans for tomorrow. 
 

1900  Dinner is served in the Restaurant on Deck 3. Enjoy your meal. 
 
 



 

Spitsbergen and East 
Greenland 

Vikingebugt and Charcot Havn 
Tuesday 27th August 2024 

 
 
 
0745 Wake up call from your Expedition Leader Ali. 
 
0800 Breakfast buffet will be available in the Dining Room for 1 hour. 

 
0900 Vikingebugt. This morning, we hope to take you on a zodiac cruise in the 

beautiful and very scenic Vikingebugt. Here we can see high sea cliffs with 
red basalt columns which are an impressive sight. There are often iceberg 
in the bay area so we will cruise amongst the ice as well.  We will be out 
in the boats for around 2.5 – 3 hours so please dress warmly. German 
speaking guests please come to the gangway first. 

  
1230 Lunch is served in the Dining Room. 
 
TBA Charcot Havn. This afternoon we hope to take you ashore at Charcot 

Havn where there is good tundra for walks and views of Charcot Glacier, 
which is retreating inland up the valley. We will offer our walking groups 
on shore. 
We will let you know timings for the afternoon but as always, Long 
Hikers please come to the gangway first. 

 
1845 Recap and Briefing. Please join the expedition team in the Lounge for the 

daily recap and our learn of our plans for tomorrow. 
 

1900  Special Arctic Dinner is served behind the Restaurant on Deck 3. Dress 
warmly and enjoy your meal! 

 
 



 

Spitsbergen and East 
Greenland 

Bear Islands and Sydkap 
Wednesday 28th August 2024 

 
 
0715 Wake up call from your Expedition Leader Ali. 
 
0730 Breakfast buffet will be available in the Dining Room for 1 hour. 
 

Before coming to the gangway please make sure your life jacket is 
securely fastened, it may save your life. 

0830 Bear Islands. This morning, we hope to take you ashore on one of the 
Bear Islands or onto the northern tip of Milne Land. Our decision will be 
based on the ice conditions we find in the area. There is beautiful 
mountain scenery and there will be many icebergs in the bay area. We 
will offer our usual hiking groups, and everyone will be out on shore for 
around 3 hours. Longer hikers please come first. 

For your safety, please stay with the guides and 
listen to their instructions. 

  
1230 Lunch is served in the Dining Room. 
 
TBA Sydkap. This afternoon we hope to land at Sydkap where we find rich 

tundra and a Thule winter settlement. The scenery around is beautiful so 
we will offer a Long Hike – 4+ hours and our other medium and leisurely 
groups. 
We will let you know timings for the afternoon but as always, Long 
Hikers please come to the gangway first. 

For your safety, please stay with the guides and 
listen to their instructions. 

 
1915 Recap and Briefing. Please join the expedition team in the Lounge for the 

daily recap and our learn of our plans for tomorrow. 
 

1930 Dinner is served behind the Restaurant on Deck 3. Enjoy your meal. 



Spitsbergen and East 
Greenland 

Ittoqqortoormiit and Hurry Fjord 
Thursday 29th August 2024 

0745 Wake up call from your Expedition Leader Ali. 

0800 Breakfast buffet will be available in the Dining Room for 1 hour. 

1000 Ittoqqortoormiit. This morning, we hope to take you ashore at the small 
Inuit settlement of Ittoqqortoormiit where there is a population of 
around 300 people. During the visit, please stay on the roads and within 
the settlement boundary. 

The tourist office has a gift shop where you can buy locally made products and 
postcards. Please take your credit cards or Danish Kroner. There may be a chance to 
sample Musk Ox. 
The church and museum are also open for you to visit. 
PLEASE do not enter any other buildings or look through windows. 
PLEASE do not photograph the adult residents without asking first and DO NOT 
photograph any children. 
Please engage with the residents if they are around and happy to talk. 
1200 You may be able to watch the working sled dogs being fed by Isak at the river 
site. 
We are warmly invited into the settlement but please respect the residents.

1300 Lunch is served in the Dining Room. 

TBA Hurry Fjord. For our final landing on Greenland we hope to be able to 
take you ashore at Hurry Fjord where once again we will find rich tundra 
vegetation for our walks and exploration. Long hikers please come to the 
gangway first. 

1830 Recap and Briefing. Please join the expedition team in the Lounge for the 
daily recap and our learn of our plans for tomorrow. 

1900 Dinner is served in the Restaurant on Deck 3. Enjoy your meal. 



 

 
Spitsbergen and East 

Greenland 
At Sea 

Friday 30th August 2024 
 

 
There will be no wake up call this morning! 

 
0800 Breakfast buffet will be available in the Dining Room for 1 hour. 
 
0915 Humpback whales. These fantastic marine mammals can often be found 

along the north coast of Iceland during the summer months. If you would 
like to find out more about Humpback whales, please join Ursula in the 
Lounge. This will be translated into German.   

 
1100 Ice Maidens, Women in the Arctic. Please join Ali in the Lounge for a 

presentation about women in the north, their role in Inuit communities 
and the women who travelled here for exploration. This will be in English 
only. 

 
1230 Lunch is served in the Dining Room. 
 
1500 Norse Mythology.  John will take you to the world of Norse Gods and the 

myths that surround them. Please join him in the Lounge. This will be 
translated into German. 

 
1630 Boots. We will call you by deck to return your boots to the boot room. 

Please ensure that they are clean. There will be a wash station on Deck 3 
if you need it. 

 
1815 Captain’s Cocktails. Please join the Expedition team and Captain Levakov 

in the Lounge to toast our voyage from Svalbard to Greenland. 
 
1900  Dinner is served. Enjoy your meal. 
 



 Spitsbergen and East 
Greenland 

Akureyri 
Saturday 31st August 2024 

0715 Your final wake up call from Ali! Good Morning everyone, Good Morning! 

Before breakfast at 0730 please put your large check in luggage outside 
your cabin so that we can get it onto the pier for you. 
If you have other arrangements to stay in Iceland, please attach an 
ORANGE label to your luggage so it does not go on the bus to Reykjavik. 
Keep your hand luggage in your cabin or take it to the Lounge. 

0730 Breakfast buffet will be available in the Dining Room for 1 hour. 

0830 Immigration. We need to clear immigration with face-to-face checks 
with the authorities so we will call you by deck to the Lounge. Please have 
your passport ready. 

0900 It is time to leave the Little Blue Ship, Plancius. Please make sure you have 
all your belongings with you and that you have taken your key card holder 
back to Reception. 

Please identify your luggage on the pier and make sure it goes on the bus 
with you to Reykjavik. 

On behalf of Oceanwide Expeditions the Captain, Crew 
and Expedition staff would like to thank you for 

travelling with us and wish you a very safe journey 
home.
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